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Location Map: World (Loveisarevolution, 2008).Fig. 16: 
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Location Map: National (Author, 2011).Fig. 17: 

2.1  HISTORICAL CONTEXT

From Church Square, which is 
historically considered the centre of the 
Pretoria CBD, the city blocks of Pretoria 
were laid out in a rigid Cartesian grid 
expanding outwards in both a north-
south and east-west axis. These axes 
were laid out so as to correspond to the 
geographical openings in the surrounding 
mountain ridges as well as to the sun’s 
cosmic path. 

Paul Kruger Street, which is the north-
west axis or cardo, terminated in the 
Daspoort mountain range in the North 
and the Schurweberge mountains in the 
south. Church Street constitutes the east-
west axis, or decumanus, and terminated 
at the crossing with the Apies River on 
the eastern side and the Steenhoven-
Spruit on the western side.

The larger urban study area identified 
for this dissertation lays south of Church 
Street (decumanus) and is intersected by 
Paul Kruger Street (cardo).

2
SITE LOCATION +
CONTEXT
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2.2  PRECINCT LOCATION

The precinct under investigation is 
clearly defined by both man-made and 
geographical boundaries. The study area 
in question is located between Skinner 
Street in the north, Nelson Mandela 
Drive in the east, the rail tracks and 
Salvokop to the south, and Potgieter 
Street to the west. For the rest of this 
dissertation this precinct will be referred 
to as The Burger’s Park Framework 
(BPF) precinct .

Within this precinct, the Museum Park 
development is also situated. Museum 
Park is a development that was initiated 
by the government in the early 90’s but 
was abandoned shortly after with only a 
few of the envisioned goals realised. The 
Museum Park is bordered by Visagie 
Street in the north, Van der Walt Street 
in the east, Minnaar Street in the south, 
and Schubart Street in the west (see 
Fig. 2).  The Park includes the National 
Cultural History Museum, City hall and 
Pretorius Square, the National Museum 
of Natural History, Burger’s Park and 
Melrose House.

The Burger’s Park framework (BPF) area 
was chosen due to its high potential 
for re-appropriation and re-activation. 
Within the BPF there is both a well 
established residential community and 
an urban fabric that is highly mixed-
use in character and well balanced. The 
precinct is also decidedly culturally 
orientated, therefore it supports the 
envisioned programme for the proposed 
intervention. This area does however 
have presiding problems, challenges 
and opportunities that are unique to 
itself, thus creating a remarkable study 
laboratory for exploration and creativity 
to flourish.

KEYWORDS: 
- Museum typology

 - Museum park district
 - High Pedestrian activity 
 - Unique sense of place compared  
  to the rest of the CBD 
 - Closely located to CBD, but    
  still has a human scale 
 - Suburban within urban area,    
  very liveable space
 - Historical importance
 - Critical role in the urban      
  context of the CBD
 - Gateway to the city

Study area - Pretoria South CBD (Author, 2011).Fig. 18: 

Museum Park precinct within study area (Author, 2011).Fig. 19: 
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Figure ground illustrating site selection within study area. (Author, 2011).Fig. 20: 

 
 
 



16 | Chapter 02

2.3  MAPPING

In order to get a better understanding 
of the precinct and its functionings, an 
extensive mapping exercise was done. 

The mapping exercise allowed for the 
identification of the various problems 
and opportunities that are associated 
with the study area, thus ensuring better 
informed design decisions.

These observations and findings were 
then processed and distilled into a 
comprehensive urban framework proposal 
for the newly envisaged precinct.  

The elements of the precinct that were 
studied are:

  - Building Functions
  - Pedestrian Activity
  - Parking
   - Typography 
  - Surfaces and Textures

Also, see Addendum B for:
  - Public Transport + Routes
  - Gautrian Bus Routes
  - Boundaries + Nodes
  - Edges + Access
  - Private Transport + Routes
  - Public Space Network 
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Mapping - Illustrating functions of buildings within study area (Author, 2011).Fig. 21: 
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Mapping - Illustrating pedestrian activity within study area (Author, 2011).Fig. 22: 

 
 
 



19  Site Location + Context | 

Mapping - Illustrating parking facilities within study area (Author, 2011).Fig. 23: 
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2.3.1  MUSEUM PARK PRECINCT
       A PRECINCT OF         
      TYPOGRAPHY

A typographic survey was conducted 
within the study area in order to determine 
the prevalence of type and letterforms 
within the urban environment. The aim 
was also to establish to what extent an 
individual navigates the city in relation 
to these typographies.

It was found that the urban environment 
is almost entirely navigated through the 
reading and interpretation of signage 
and letterforms. For an individual, the 
city (if completely unfamiliar  to him/
her) would be nearly illegible if there 
wasn’t guidance through the use of type.  

Through the study, it was also concluded 
that the prevalence of type within the 
precinct is extremely high, especially 
along the Paul Kruger street axis with its 
high commercial and retail activities. 

Through these letterforms and signage, 
the urban landscape conveys a narrative 
and it tells a story of place, of identity 
and of everyday life (see Fig. 23). 
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Paul Kruger Street signage (Author, 2011).Fig. 24: 
Next page: The typographies of the Museum Park Precinct (Author, 2011)Fig. 25: 
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-  Focus on the users and on social 
exchange. A high level of accessibility 
should be promoted and the precinct 
must have well defined public spaces. 

-  Ensure a high degree of flexibility and 
choice throughout the precinct and its 
built fabric.

2.4  URBAN DESIGN

It would be idealistic for architects and 
urban designers to postulate that a single 
intervention, either on architectural or 
urban scale, would be able to solve all 
the problems facing humanity today. 
Architecture and urban design does 
however have valid and significant 
contributions to make, but can only be 
the catalyst and create the impetus for 
this change.

The social fundamentals on which the 
South African city is built is largely 
dependant on that of choice and the 
ability to choose. According to Fred 
Inglis (Bentley & Watson, 2007: 7), 
choice is seen as the ‘supreme value’ 
within developing countries and allows 
the individual to be filled with a sense 
of purpose and identity. A recent World 
Bank survey found that the necessity 
and the ability to choose ranked as the 
essential factor for well-being (Bentley 
& Watson, 2007: 8). 

Allowing for choice rather than an 
absolute solution should be the starting 
point of an urban proposal within a 
South African context.  A South African 
model for a new urbanity should allow 
for, and accommodate, the social needs 
of its citizens, respond to them and be 
flexible.   

2.4.1  VISION + AIMS

-  Promote and establish a unique 
environment with a well defined and 
culturally orientated identity.

-  Establish an environment that 
promotes the importance of the 
pedestrian, through ease of movement   
as well as the potential to linger.

-  Allow museums to be re-appropriated 
by the public and once  again establish 
the typology as that of the public. 
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Conceptual development of framework (Author, 2011).Fig. 27: 
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2.4.2  URBAN PROBLEMS IDENTIFIED
          WITHIN PRECINCT
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Framework - Urban problems identified within precinct (Author, 2011).Fig. 28: 

 
 
 



2.4.3  INTERVENTIONS AND            
          OPPORTUNITIES
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Framework - Interventions + opportunities identified within precinct (Author, 2011).Fig. 29: 
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2.4.4  URBAN DESIGN 
           PROPOSAL FOR PRECINCT
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Framework - Urban design proposal (Author, 2011).Fig. 30: 

 
 
 



2.4.5  SELECTED SITES AND ASSOCIATED      
        PROGRAMMES WITHIN FRAMEWORK
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Framework - Site selections (Author, 2011).Fig. 31: 
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The landscape itself has little or no 
heritage value (Bakker, 2011) except for 
the strong visual and axial connection 
between the City Hall and the Musuem 
of Natural History.  It is thus the 
inherent characteristics of the intangible 
space between these two buildings that 
carry heritage value, and not the physical 
elements occupying the space. 

There are three statues along the ceremonial 
axis, with the oldest two being of the 
Voortrekker leaders Marthinus Pretorius, 
who established Pretoria in 1855, and his 
father Andries Pretorius (Da Costa, 2007: 
16). A third bronze statue was erected in 
2006, that of Chief  Tshwane. These statues 
(as isolated objects) does have heritage value, 
but their validity in their current context is 
questionable (Bakker, 2011). The possibility 
of relocation is thus investigated.

The building’s front facade is built 
from granite with the back end towards 
Bosman Street consisting of plaster 
work.

The two main elements within the facade 
of this imposing building are the clock 
tower and pediment. The pediment was 
designed by Anton van Wouw and depicts 
the history and development of  Pretoria 
(Da Costa, 2007: 16). The building 
looks out onto a garden formerly known 
as Pretorius Square. 

PRETORIUS SQUARE (2)

Pretorius Square is a formal garden 
that sits in between City Hall and the 
National Museum of Natural History 
along Paul Kruger Street.

2.5  IMMEDIATE CONTEXT 

2.5.1  SURROUNDINGS

CITY HALL (1)

The first corner stone of the City Hall 
was laid in 1931, with the building being 
completed in 1935 (le Roux, 1993: 33). 
The building was commissioned as part 
of a competition process and was done 
in celebration of Pretoria obtaining its 
city status.  

The competition was won by F.C. 
McIntosh, who designed this Neoclassical 
building in 1926. McIntosh however 
passed away before the construction 
began and so the project was continued 
by his assistant John Lockwood-Hall 
(van der Waal, 1995: 18).   

Site and surrounding buildings (Author, 2011).Fig. 32: 
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This characteristic affords it a vital 
role within the open-space network of 
the inner city - a role that is as of yet, 
underutilised. The edges of the square 
are also very ineffectively defined leading 
to the space bleeding off into the streets; 
the exception being that of the Western 
edge which is defined by the City Hall.

The space is in need of the establishment 
of hierarchy, the introduction of 
programme, the definition of edges, and 
the founding of thresholds.

THE NATIONAL MUSEUM       
OF NATURAL HISTORY (6)

This Neoclassical sandstone building sits 
on the Eastern edge of Pretorius Square 
across Paul Kruger Street. The building 
was designed by architect J.S Cleland 
and built between 1910-1912. The 
original plans proposed two additional 
wings on the northern and southern 
sides of the building - these were never 
realised (Da Costa, 2007: 17). In 1995, 
Holm Jordaan Architects from Pretoria 
designed and built these two planned 
extensions (Bakker, 2011). 

The additions extended the existing 
wings and were built using clay brick 
masonry mimicking the existing 
neoclassical features of the main 
building.    

2.6  SITE: PRETORIUS 
        SQUARE  

Pretorius Square is flanked by the City 
Hall on the western edge and by the 
National Museum of Natural History 
on the eastern edge. Because of the 
orientation of these two buildings there 
exists a very strong and prominent axis 
that runs east-west across the site that 
attempts to connect the two buildings. 
The space is also intersected from north 
to south by Paul Kruger Street. 

Pretorius Square also takes up a big 
portion of urban space but does not 
seem to ‘occupy’ this space successfully 
(le Roux, 1993: 32). The urban expanse 
of space is too big to sustain and nurture 
any appropriation into the spatial matrix 
of the city. The space lacks a clear sense 
of hierarchy and programme.

The square is also the only edge 
interruption to be found along Paul 
Kruger Street which has a highly built-
up and well defined street edge stretching 
from the Pretoria Station all the way 
north to Church Square. 

POORLY DEFINED EDGES

STRONG LINEAR AXIS

NO HIERARCHY

NO PROGRAMME

Site - Identified characteristics of site (Author, 2011).Fig. 33: 
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Northern view across site looking in east/west direction (Author, 2011).Fig. 34: 

2.6.1  LOCALISED SITE VIEWS

 
 
 



39  Site Location + Context |  
 
 



40 | Chapter 02

Southern view across site looking in east/west direction (Author, 2011).Fig. 35: 
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View of poor edge condition along Visagie Street (Author, 2011).Fig. 36: Edge condition along Minnaar Street is better defined, but there is no access to square (Author, 2011).Fig. 37: 
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View of Pretorius Square and Paul Kruger Street edge condition (Author, 2011).Fig. 38: Underutilised space on Pretoruis Square (Author, 2011).Fig. 39: 
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