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Maputo, Mozambique.
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SITE LOCATION: Erf 154, Maputo, Mozambique

ADDRESS: Corner Avenue 25 Septembre and Avenue 

Samora Machel, Maputo, Mozambique

GPS CO-ORDINATES: 25E 58’ 21.88” 32E 34’ 15.47”

ARCHITECTURAL THEORETICAL PREMISE: The  

role of heritage architecture within an urban 

enviroment and its’ ability to be 

ARCHITECTURAL  APPROACH: The re-intergration 

of a ruined and derelict early 20th century 

monument into the built urban fabric of the Maputo 

baixa as a site of public interaction.
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ILLUS. 1 Aerial view of Maputo (Perez, 2010; [1])
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our urban environment, the dissertation will 

seek to establish a connection between the 

architectural realm and its surrounding public 

landscape and explore the series of thresholds 

that the interaction between the two afford. 

Specifically, through the adaptive re-use of 

an historically significant landmark within the 

urban core, an architecture which explores the 

reconnection of place to space will be sought.  

The dissertation addresses the loss of definition 

of public spaces within urban environments, due 

in large part to increased privatisation. Using 

the Baixa of the city of Maputo, Mozambique 

as its laboratory, the alienated and abandoned 

spaces within the urban fabric which result 

in these voids will be explored. Drawing on 

critical theory relating to the manner in which 

we appropriate and define spaces within 

ILLUS. 2 Topographical view of Baixa (Perez, 2010; [3])

abstract_

 
 
 



vi

 
 
 



 vii

table of contents_

abstract_

list of fi gures_

list of illustrations_

project brief and client_

n introduction_

n research questions_

n aims_

n problem statement_

n delimitations and

  assumptions_

n site_

n program/brief_

n research methodology_

n outline of document_

context_

n historical analysis_

n macro context_

n meso context_

n micro context_

n Predio potts_

      n building analysis_

          n form_

          n structure_

  n steel frame and fi re_

theoretical exploration_

n occupation of space

n layering of archictecture

n historical charters

n conclusion

precedent studies_

n womens jail, constitutional hill

n turbine hall and boiler house

n selexys bookstore

n castelvecchio

n pigsty showroom

n the institute of culinary arts

progamme and client_

n vendor studies

n functional informants

design development_

n massing_

n corner treatments_

n access road_

n threshold exploration_

v

vii

vx

2

4

5

5

5

5

5

6

7

8

8

10

12

17

19

27

30

32

32

35

37

42

43

43

45

48

50

51

53

55

57

61

62

68

72

74

76

77

79

80

81

n vegetated landscape_

n grid juxtaposition_

n architecture as insertion_

n street interfaces_

n design guidelines_

n structural additions_

n vegetated roof_

n design perspectives_

design resolution_

n demolition plan_

n site plan_

n design layout ground fl oor_

n services layout ground fl oor_

n design layout fi rst fl oor_

n section A-A_

n Samora Machel elevation_

n courtyard perspective_

n detail resolution_

n model perspectives_

ibliography_ 

83

87

89

91

93

95

96

97

100

101

103

104

105

106

107

109

111

112

117

122

 
 
 



viii

list of fi gures_

FIGURE. 1 Mozambiquan timeline. (adapted from 
Casson et al, 2011)

FIGURE 2 Vendor studies (adapted from 
Zonderland, 2011)

 
 
 



 ix

list of illustrations_

ILLUS. 1 Aerial view of Maputo (Perez, 2010; [1])
ILLUS. 2 Topographical view of Baixa (Perez, 
2010; [3])
ILLUS. 3 Aerial view of Predio Pott. (Hart, 2011)
ILLUS. 4 Mercado Central (Hart, 2011)
 ILLUS. 5 Nerina Trojan Restaurant  ambiance 
(Hart, 2011)
ILLUS. 6 Restaurant ambiance (Hart, 2011)
ILLUS. 7 Freshly caught prawns (Hart, 2011)
ILLUS. 8 Fish market traders (Hart, 2011)
ILLUS 9 Maputo through the time (Rufi no, 1925)
ILLUS. 10 the Fort & trading  settlement on an 
island in a swamp 
ILLUS.11 fi rst phase of swamp reclamation  & 
layout of formal street grid 
ILLUS. 12 circular demarcation of city limits & 
extension of street grid 
ILLUS. 13 second phase of swamp reclamation & 
extension  
ILLUS. 14 organic extension. consolidation 
of  erfs in second phase swamp reclaimation 
ILLUS.15 extension to the North
ILLUS 16 Entrance to Botanical Gardens (Rufi no, 
1925)
ILLUS. 17 Botanical gardens (Rufi no, 1925)
ILLUS.18 Tram on Avenue Agiar (Rufi no, 1925)
ILLUS 19 Major Transport network, greater 
Mozambique (Casson et al; 2011)
ILLUS 20 Major Transport network Maputo (Casson 
et al; 2011)
ILLUS. 21 Transport networks(Casson et al, 2011)

ILLUS. 22 Green networks (Casson et al, 2011)
ILLUS. 23 Formal and Informal trade (Casson et 
al, 2011)
ILLUS. 24 Combined analysis (Casson et al, 2011)
ILLUS. 25 Open space network (Casson et al, 
2011)
ILLUS. 26 Municipal buildings Maputo (Hart, 2011)
ILLUS. 27 Proposed municipal precinct 
development (Forjaz, 2010)
ILLUS. 28 Las Ramblas, Barcalona (Hart, 2010) 
ILLUS. 29 View down Avenue Samora Machel 
(Hart, 2011)
ILLUS. 30 Proposed street section through Las 
ramblas (Casson et al, 2011)
ILLUS. 31 Proposed las Ramblas atmosphere 
(Hart, 2011)
ILLUS. 32 Heritage buildings (Casson et al, 2011)
ILLUS. 33 Character of Baixa (Casson et al, 2011)
ILLUS. 34 Grid analysis (Google earth, 2011)
ILLUS. 35 Block analysis (Hart, 2011)
ILLUS. 36 Maputo city textures ( all by Hart, 
2011)
ILLUS. 37Predio Potts Introductory Images ( all by 
Hart, 2011)
ILLUS. 38  Artists impression of Predio Potts  Ave 
D Carlos (Dana, 1972)
ILLUS. 39 Artists impression of Predio Potts Ave 
Aguiar (Dana, 1972)
ILLUS. 40 Predio Potts 2011, Ave Samora Machel 
Elevation (Hart, 2011)
ILLUS. 41 Solid to void rythm of facade. (Hart, 

2011)
ILLUS. 42 Cast iron fretwork (Perez, 2011) 
ILLUS. 43 artistic impression Predio Potts circa 
1948 (Perez, 2011)
ILLUS. 44 Durban Town Hall 1883-1910 (Unknown, 
2011)
ILLUS. 46 original turret with roof, Predio Potts 
circa 1990 (Perez, 2011)
ILLUS. 46 facade detail Predio Potts, 2011 (Hart, 
2011)
ILLUS. 47 Dutch infl uenced tulip plaster detail 
(Hhart, 2011)
ILLUS. 48 Turret in current condition (Hart, 2011)
ILLUS. 49 Predio Pott, East-West Section A  (Hart, 
2011) 
ILLUS. 50 Predio Pott, East-West Section B  (Hart, 
2011) 
ILLUS. 51 Predio Pott, East-West Section C  (Hart, 
2011) 
ILLUS. 52 typical steel lintol warehouse 
construction detail (Drury, 1944; 73)
ILLUS. 53 (OPPOSITE) typical timber sash window 
detail (Drury, 1944; 250)
ILLUS. 54 (OPPOSITE) Section A-A Predio Potts 
showing original constrcution circa1903. (Perez, 
2011)
ILLUS. 55 Plaster encased steel members (Hart, 
2011)
ILLUS. 56 Model showing structural vs unstable 
built fabric (Hart, 2011)
ILLUS. 57 Found structural analysis (Hart, 2011) 

 
 
 



x

list of illustrations (continued)_

ILLUS 94 Layering of modular fl oor fi nnishes 
(Schultz, 2010)
ILLUS 95 stratifi cation of space (Schultz, 2010)
ILLUS 96 Movement through gallery (Schultz, 
2010)
ILLUS 97 layered connections (Hart, 2011)
IILLUS 98 Layering of elements expressed in 
detailing (Schultz, 2010)
ILLUS 99 Banca Popolare (Schultz, 2010)
ILLUS 100 Planar layering of facade elements 
(adapted from Schultz, 2010)
ILLUS 101 Pigsty Showroom , insertion of new box 
(Bennes, 2010)
ILLUS 102 Dovecoat Studio, Suffolk (Bennes, 
2010)
ILLUS 103 Pigsty showroom (Bennes, 2010)
IILLUS 104 layering of Pigsty showroom structure 
(Hart, 2011)
ILLUS.105 ICA  cullinary school main building 
(Hart, 2011)
ILLUS 106 Floor plan (Hart , 2011)
ILLUS.107 Vegetable graden for fresh produce 
and herbs (Hart, 2011)
ILLUS 108 Modular kitchen furniture (Hart , 2011)
ILLUS. 109 Bread at the market (Dores, 2009)  
ILLUS 110 A taste of slow  (Slow Food , 2009) 
ILLUS.111 restaurant view mazzo restaurant New 
York (Brand, 2010)
ILLUS. 112 Food in the Baixa (Hart, 2011)
ILLUS. 113 Movement spaces between 
countertops (Neufort, 1995)

ILLUS. 58 Predio Potts Februaury 2011 (Hart, 2011)
ILLUS. 59 Plaster informal housing in ruin (Hart, 
2011)
ILLUS. 60 Walt Disney Auditorium by Frank Gehry ( 
arcspace, 2011) 
ILLUS. 61 Säynätsalo town hall by Alvar Aalto 
(Britannica online, 2011)
ILLUS. 62 Olympic Aquatic Hall by Zaha Hadid ( 
Zaha Hadid Architects, 2011)
ILLUS. 63 Brion cemetery by Carlos Scarpa 
(Oames, 2009)
ILLUS. 65 Heritage conservation area  (Google 
earth, 2011)
ILLUS. 66 site location ( Googl earth, 2011) 
ILLUS. 67 Diagram of building signifi cance (Hart, 
2011)
ILLUS. 68 Historical facade element (Hart, 2011)
ILLUS. 69 Representative structural system (Hart, 
2011)
ILLUS. 70 Connections between new and old fabric 
(Hart, 2011)
ILLUS. 71 Removability of intervention Images 
(Hart, 2011)
ILLUS. 72 layered components  Images (Hart, 
2011)
ILLUS 73 Gender Equality Commision Offi ces (Hart, 
2011)
ILLUS 74 Cor-Ten screens (Hart 2011)
ILLUS 75 Negative connectio to existing 
(Hart,2011)
ILLUS 76 Balcony above awaiting trial block 

(Joubert (editor), 2009)
ILLUS 77 Section through existing cell block 
(Joubert (editor), 2009)
ILLUS 78 Section through new offi ces (Joubert 
(editor), 2009)
ILLUS 80 Turbine Hall, east entrance (Hart, 2011)
ILLUS 81 New gallery space within exisiting 
structure(Hart 2011)
ILLUS 82 Threshold space between new and 
existing shell(Hart,2011)
IILLUS 83 Section through new offi ces 
(Louw(editor), 2008; 84)
ILLUS 84 Section through new offi ces (Joubert 
(editor), 2009)
ILLUS 85 Selexys book store (Pham, 2011), 
ILLUS 86 New retail space within exisiting 
structure(Pham, 2011)
ILLUS 87 interaction between new and existing 
shell(Pham, 2011)
IILLUS 88 Cafe space in apse of church (Pham, 
2011)
ILLUS 89: Plan and axonometric of intervention 
(Pham, 2011)
ILLUS 90 Castelvechio  gallery space (Schultz, 
2010)
ILLUS 91 connection to commune wall (Schultz, 
2010)
ILLUS 92 adaption of gothic windows (Schultz, 
2010)
IILLUS 93 Stripped back roof element (Schultz, 
2010)

 
 
 



 xi

ILLUS 114 circulation space (Neufort, 1995) 
ILLUS. 115 Comfortable reach heights (Neufort, 
1995)
ILLUS. 116 Maximun reaching heights (Neufort, 
1995)
ILLUS. 117 Movement analysis in restuarant 
(Hart, 2011)
ILLUS 118 removable cooking counters (Hart , 
2011)
ILLUS. 119 Bakery pan storage (Hart, 2011)
ILLUS. 120 Hygiene in kitchen (Hart, 2011)
ILLUS. 121 Mazzoo restaurant (Brand, 2010)
ILLUS 122 Patisserie table (Hart , 2011)
ILLUS. 123 Initial massing views (Hart, 2011)
ILLUS 124 Diagram of found structural analysis 
(Hart , 2011)
ILLUS. 125 conceptual planning (Hart, 2011)
ILLUS. 126 Initial functional massing (Hart, 2011)
ILLUS.127 Central Printers, Maputo (Hart, 2011), 
ILLUS 128 Chamfered corner detail, Maputo (Hart 
, 2011)
ILLUS. 129 Offi ce building diagonally opposite 
Predio Potts (Hart, 2011)
ILLUS. 130 Predio and Achri building, Maputo 
(Hart, 2011)
ILLUS. 131 corner massing treatments (Ching, 
2007)
ILLUS. 132 Street elevation Avenue 25 September
(Hart, 2011)
ILLUS 133 Proposed demolition of building (Hart 
, 2011)

ILLUS. 134 Threshold 1 from las Ramblas (Hart, 
2011)
ILLUS 135 Threshold 2 - historic shell (Hart , 
2011)
ILLUS. 136 Threshold 3 - new intervention (Hart, 
2011)
ILLUS. 137 Parti diagram (Hart, 2011)
ILLUS. 138 Section A-A (Hart, 2011)
ILLUS. 139 Section B-B (Hart, 2011)
ILLUS. 140 Urban edge condition (Hart, 2011), 
ILLUS 141 Salad bar (Velazquez, 2010)
ILLUS. 142 Vegetated walls (Velazquez, 2010)  
ILLUS. 143 Conceptual diagrams (Hart, 2011),
ILLUS. 144 Conceptual diagrams (Hart 2011), 
ILLUS. 145 Proposed addition to create urban 
edge along Samora Machel (Hart, 2011) 
ILLUS. 146 Artistic impression Predio Potts (Hart, 
2011
ILLUS 147 Greened planting element (Hart , 
2011)
ILLUS. 148 Vegetated walls (Velazquez, 2010), 
ILLUS. 149 Conceptual design September 2011 
(Hart, 2011),
ILLUS. 150 System of grids (Hart, 2011) 
ILLUS 151 Carving out of building mass (Hart , 
2011)
ILLUS. 152  Ground fl oor conceptual diagram 
(Hart, 2011)
ILLUS. 153 First fl oor conceptual diagram (Hart, 
2011), 
ILLUS. 152 Conceptual lauguage of insertion  fl at 

roof (Hart, 2011)
ILLUS 153 Conceptual lauguage of insertion  
asymmetric pitch roof (Hart , 2011)
ILLUS. 154 Conceptual lauguage of insertion  
concrete fl at roof (Hart, 2011)
ILLUS. 155 Impression of architectural insertion 
(Hart, 2011)
ILLUS. 156 conceptual rendering of new insertion 
(Hart, 2011)
ILLUS. 157 expression of differing functional 
boxes within ruin (Hart, 2011)
ILLUS. 158 conceptual rendering of new insertion 
(Hart, 2011),
ILLUS. 159 expression of differing functional 
boxes within ruin (Hart, 2011), 
ILLUS. 160 Threshold exploration (Hart, 2011), 
ILLUS. 161 Population of street thresholds (Hart, 
2011)
ILLUS 162 Street elevation of proposed cooking 
Kitchen (Hart , 2011)
ILLUS. 163 Diagramatic layout of major cooking 
kitchen (Hart, 2011)

list of illustrations (continued)_

 
 
 


	00FRONT
	Title Page
	abstract
	table of contents
	list of fi gures
	list of illustration

	CHAPTER 1
	CHAPTER 2
	CHAPTER 3
	CHAPTER 4
	CHAPTER 5
	CHAPTER 6
	CHAPTER 7
	BACK

