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This chapter will serve to elaborate on the project context and site.
Firstly, a broader contextual locality will be provided, highlighting
the position of Salvokop, the area of study, within a greater
context. Thereafter, the area of Salvokop will be explained and
LWVVLJQL¿FDQFHKLJKOLJKWHG$KLVWRULFDOWLPHOLQHIRUWKH6DOYRNRS
UHJLRQ ZLOO EH SURYLGHG DV EHLQJ HVSHFLDOO\ VLJQL¿FDQW WR WKH
LQGLYLGXDOGHVLJQSURFHVV)LQDOO\WKHJURXSIUDPHZRUNSURSRVDO
will be introduced.
7KHUHPDLQGHURIWKHFKDSWHULQWHQGVWRFODULI\DQXQGHUVWDQGLQJ
RI WKH FKRVHQ VLWH 7KH VLWH LV GH¿QHG LQ IRFXV RQ D QXPEHU RI
VFDOHV6LQFHWKH&(232383EXLOGLQJ¿QGVFRQWH[W
LQDQXPEHURIVFDOHVLWLVWKHVHFRQWH[WVZKLFKZLOOEHH[SORUHG
and analysed. The study will consider both, the entire POPUP site,
and the 1909 CEO / 2011 POPUP building.
$QDO\VLVDQGRXWFRPHVZLOOEHH[SODLQHG7KHFKDSWHUZLOOWKHQEH
FRQFOXGHGZLWKWKHLPSDFWRIWKHVHH[HUFLVHVRQWKHGHVLJQSURMHFW
being highlighted.
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7KHODERUDWRU\RIVWXG\LVORFDWHGLQ3UHWRULD6RXWK$IULFD7KH
QHLJKERXUKRRGRI6DOYRNRSLVZLWKLQLPPHGLDWHSUR[LPLW\RIWKHFLW\
centre of Pretoria.

The region of Salvokop is located south of Pretoria’s central
EXVLQHVVGLVWULFW ,OOXV ,WVFXUUHQWSURJUDPPHSUHGRPLQDQWO\
consists of low density housing in historical railway houses as well
DV LQIRUPDO VWUXFWXUHV  )UHHGRP 3DUN D ZRUOG KHULWDJH VLWH LV
located south of the residential neighbourhood and overlooks the
city of Pretoria. The sub-urban context of Salvokop also contains
D GD\ FDUH FHQWUH D SULPDU\ VFKRRO VHYHUDO VKHEHHQV DQG WKH
3HRSOH¶V8SOLIWPHQW3URJUDPPHDVDVRFLDOXSOLIWPHQWQRGH
$FFHVV WR 6DOYRNRS IURP WKH FLW\ LV OLPLWHG WR D SHGHVWULDQ
bridge alongside Pretoria Station and vehicular entrance through
6NLHWSRRUW $YHQXH  &XUUHQWO\ QR SXEOLF WUDQVSRUW DUULYHV ZLWKLQ
Salvokop, with the nearest stop occurring at the station.







6RXWK$IULFD
Pretoria

Gauteng

Salvokop

llus 2.1/RFDOLW\0DSV $XWKRU
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Illus 2.2$HULDOSKRWR6DOYRNRS
*RRJOH(DUWK HGLWHGE\ $XWKRU
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7KHSRVLWLYHFRQWH[WXDOFKDUDFWHULVWLFVKDYHEHHQLGHQWL¿HGDV

Illus 2.5+LVWRULFDO&KDUDFWHU $XWKRU

Illus 2.35HVLGHQWLDO&KDUDFWHU $XWKRU

5HVLGHQWLDO ,OOXV 7KHKLVWRULFDOUDLOZD\KRXVHVRI6DOYRNRS
provide a distinct character to the neighbourhood. Their scale,
relationship with the street edge and interior to exterior transition
VWRHS DOOIRUPSRVLWLYHXUEDQFKDUDFWHULVWLFVLQWKLVQHLJKERXUKRRG
FUHDWLQJDSOHDVDQWSHGHVWULDQHQYLURQPHQW

Illus 2.4 Breathing Space
(Google Earth, 2011) edited by
$XWKRU

 %UHDWKLQJ 6SDFH ,OOXV    7KH QHLJKERXUKRRG RI 6DOYRNRS
can be strongly characterised by the substantial landscape buffer
between the city and Salvokop, along the edge of the railway line.
7KLVJUHHQVSDFHLVRODWHV6DOYRNRSDQGSURWHFWVLWIURPWKHQRLVH
SROOXWLRQDQGWUDI¿FRIWKHFLW\

 +LVWRULFDO ,OOXV    7KH QHLJKERXUKRRG RI 6DOYRNRS ZDV
GHYHORSHG WR VHUYLFH WKH UDLOZD\ OLQH IURP WKH ¶V  7KH
VHWWOHPHQW¶V OHJDF\ RI KLVWRULFDO DUFKLWHFWXUH DQG LQIUDVWUXFWXUH
UHPQDQWV KDV SDUWLDOO\ VXUYLYHG  &XUUHQWO\ ZKLOH PDQ\ KLVWRULFDO
EXLOGLQJVVWLOOH[LVWWKHLUSUHVHQFHLVWKUHDWHQHGE\WKHGHYHORSPHQW
of the new Gautrain station along the railway line, access routes
WR )UHHGRP 3DUN DQG ODFN RI PDLQWHQDQFH  7KHVH KLVWRULFDO
structures include two typologies of railway housing, the 1909 Chief
(QJLQHHU¶V2I¿FH QRZRFFXSLHGE\32383 DQDEDQGRQHGVKHG
along and several obsolete railway lines.

Illus 2.6 (FRORJLFDO6\VWHPV
(Google Earth, 2011) edited by
$XWKRU

 (FRORJLFDO 6\VWHPV ,OOXV    7KH HFRORJLFDOO\ GLYHUVH
ODQGVFDSH V\VWHPV LQ WKLV UHJLRQ KDYH EHHQ SUHGRPLQDQWO\
GHVWUR\HG GXH WR ODFN RI PDLQWHQDQFH 7KH UHVWRUDWLRQ RI WKHVH
KLVWRULFDO ODQGVFDSHV KDV EHHQ SDUWLDOO\ DGGUHVVHG LQ )UHHGRP
3DUN )UHHGRP3DUNVD 7KLVSURYLGHVRSSRUWXQLW\IRUSUHFHGHQW
in landscape rehabilitation and the creation of green urban spaces.
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7KHWLPHOLQH 7DEOH LOOXVWUDWHVWKHVLJQL¿FDQFHRIWKHUDLOZD\WR
the building’s individual historical context. The loss of a typological
relationship to the railway line has also led to a physical loss of
FRQQHFWLRQ  7KLV SURYLGHV WKH RSSRUWXQLW\ IRU VLWH GHYHORSPHQW
ZKLFK LQYROYHV DQG HQFRPSDVVHV WKH UDLOZD\ HGJH  7KH UHYLYDO
RI UDLOZD\ LQWHUHVW WKURXJK WKH*DXWUDLQGHYHORSPHQW DQGVWDWLRQ
RSSRVLWH WKH UDLOZD\ OLQH IURP WKH VLWH FUHDWHV D SRVVLELOLW\ IRU D
UHQHZHG UDLOZD\ FRQQHFWLRQ ZKLFK DVVXPHV QHZ WHFKQRORJ\
V\PEROLVHVSURJUHVVDQGLVRILPPHGLDWHUHOHYDQFH
$UHFRUGRIEXLOGLQJGHYHORSPHQWWKURXJKWLPHKDVEHHQPDSSHG
DVGHPRQVWUDWHGDORQJVLGHLQ,OOXV
7KHPDVVGHPROLWLRQRIIDEULFLQWKHPDLQWHQDQFH\DUGLVRIQRWH
and could provide design direction, especially with regards to
H[SUHVVLQJPHPRU\
7KLVPDSFRQWH[WXDOLVHVWKHUHODWLRQVKLSEHWZHHQWKH&KLHI
(QJLQHHU¶V2I¿FHDQGRWKHUEXLOWIDEULFLQ6DOYRNRSRYHUWLPH
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Illus 2.77LPH0DSSLQJ6DOYRNRS $XWKRU
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Table 2.1 Time Line, Salvokop
(Bakker, 2002) formatted by (Author, 2011)

2 CONTEXT AND SITE
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The group framework, “Preserve Connect” aims to react to the
existing positive characteristics of Salvokop as well as to establish
a connection between Salvokop and the city.
The framework map, Illus 2.8, indicates “connect” through
increased access points between Salvokop and the city, mixed
use development, commercial development, and a new high
street. “Preserve” involves optimising the character of the current
residential, ecological and historical zones and the breathing space.
See Appendix A for further framework analysis.

Illus 2.8 Salvokop Framework
(Google Earth, 2011) edited by (Salvokop Group, 2011)
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The following site analysis (Illus 2.9, Illus 2.12) is limited to the
ERXQGDULHVRI32383¶VVLWH7KHDQDO\VLVLGHQWL¿HVWKHH[LVWLQJ
allocation of programme on POPUP’s site and analyses the site
through the following categories: Urban to Interior (Illus 2.10),
Sense of Place (Illus 2.11), Internal Spatial Quality (Illus 2.13),
Space and Use (Illus 2.14), and Alterations and Additions (Illus
   7KH DQDO\VLV LV UHSUHVHQWHG WKURXJK LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ RI
strengths, weaknesses opportunities and threats and extends itself
to the interior of the 1909 CEO / 2011 POPUP building.

Illus 2.9 Strengths Weaknesses Opportunities Threats Mapping (Author, 2011)
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2.5.1 Urban to Interior (Illus 2.10)

Accessibility
POPUP’s site is accessed from the South through an informal dirt
road. Its site is located along the railway edge and is isolated from
the nearest street (Skietpoort Ave) by the unprogrammed landscape
described as the “breathing space” in chapter 2. Its accessibility is
visually and physically poor. POPUP’s site is completely fenced,
further removing it from its context.
Way Finding
:D\¿QGLQJLVGHSHQGDQWRQOLWHUDF\DVDOOLQGLFDWLRQRI32383¶V
presence is indicated through signage, only in English. There is
no indication of programme allocation on the site apart from a sign
indicating the crèche.
Environment
POPUP’s site is disconnected and buildings are scattered and
isolated. Structures range from permanent and load bearing
(brick and concrete) to lightweight and temporary (portal frames
and prefabricated classrooms). The railway environment is not
acknowledged.

Illus 2.10 Urban to Interior (Author, 2011)
Presence
The 1909 CEO / 2011 POPUP building is crowded by carport
structures, the brick medical clinic and the brick services and soup
kitchen buildings alongside.
Entrance
There is a poor sense of entrance to any of the buildings since they
exhibit poor relationships to each other. The entrance to the 1909
CEO / 2011 POPUP building is overcrowded by the services and
soup kitchen building, a wasted opportunity given the hierarchal
elements celebrating the entrance, symmetry and axis.

Strengths

Weaknesses Opportunities Threats

Illus 2.11 Sense of Place (Author, 2011)
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Illus 2.12 Aerial photo of POPUP’s site and programming
(Google, 2011) edited by (Author, 2011)
2.5.2 Sense of Place (Illus 2.11)
Views and Vistas
POPUP’s site displays potential for the incorporation of views and
vistas. From the 1909 CEO / 2011 POPUP building, immediate
views to the railway line, as well as distant views to Salvokop’s
neighbourhood are available but under utilised. Interior vistas
include the staircase, which is open and visible from the lobby
of each level in the building. The staircase is a beautiful building
HOHPHQWZLWKDUWVDQGFUDIWVLQÀXHQFH
Heritage Response
The building, although having been restored partially in 2002
(Bakker, 2002) is still incomplete in a sense. The historical bridge
leading from the building across the railway line had been removed.
Its void has been uneventfully enclosed by a sheet of shutter board,
posing aesthetic and safety threat to the building.

Social Response
POPUP is a charitable organisation that is concerned with social
upliftment through health care, skills training, food and clothing
donation and child care. Although its ideals are admirable, its site
LV XQDFFHVVLEOH GLI¿FXOW WR QDYLJDWH DQG XQZHOFRPLQJ VLQFH LW LV
barricaded and there is no sense of entrance.
Railway Response
POPUP’s site does not address the railway edge. It is removed
from its context and chooses to fence itself in as opposed to
integrating with its historical connection to the railway line. The
Gautrain Station development on the opposite side of the railway
line provides the opportunity to revive this connection and interest
to the building and POPUP’s site. Although the site is located along
the railway edge, frequency of trains through the day are minimal
and the noise from these momentary, providing little disturbance.
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2.5.3 Internal Spatial Quality (Illus 2.13)

Light and Volume
The 1909 CEO / 2011 POPUP building exhibits excellent
consideration for natural light and volume. Its high and frequent
windows allow the passage of natural light into the building. The
JURXQGDQG¿UVWÀRRUVDUHGRXEOHYROXPHFUHDWLQJDVHQVHRISXEOLF
KLHUDUFK\  7KH RSHQ VWDLUFDVH HPSKDVLVHV WKH EXLOGLQJ YROXPH
DQGLVVXUURXQGHGE\ZLQGRZVDQGZHOOLOOXPLQDWHG7KHQGÀRRU
an addition to the building in the 1950’s represents a weakness in
WKLVUHJDUG,WLVVLQJOHYROXPHHQFORVHGGHSHQGVRQDUWL¿FLDOOLJKW
GXULQJWKHGD\DQGKDVQRYLVXDOFRQQHFWLRQWRWKHH[WHULRUPDNLQJ
it a threatening environment.
Materials
7KHKLVWRULFPDWHULDOLW\RIWKHEXLOGLQJKDVEHHQSDUWLDOO\SUHVHUYHG
UHVWRUHG ZLQGRZV DQG IUDPHV  DQG UHSODFHG ÀRRU WLOHV   7KH
RULJLQDOÀRRU¿QLVKRIWHUUDFRWWDWLOHVVWLOOFRYHUPRVWRIWKHÀRRUV
2WKHUÀRRUDUHDVKDYHEHHQ¿QLVKHGZLWKYLQ\OVFUHHGDQGFHUDPLF
WLOHV:DOOVDUHEULFNDQGPRUWDU¿QLVKHGZLWKSODVWHUDQGSDLQW7KH
WKLUGÀRRUDOVRFRQWDLQVZRRGSDQHOSDUWLWLRQLQJ7KHVWDLUFDVH
EDOXVWUDGHVFRQVLVWRIFDUYHGYDUQLVKSRVWVDQGFDVWLURQ¿OOLQJ
Thermal Response
The building is naturally ventilated through windows. Passages
SRVH D SRWHQWLDO SUREOHP LQ YHQWLODWLRQ EHLQJ IDU IURP ZLQGRZV
and could require assisted ventilation. The building is thermally
comfortable.

Illus 2.14 6SDFHDQG8VH $XWKRU
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Strengths

Weaknesses

Illus 2.13,QWHUQDO6SDWLDO4XDOLW\ $XWKRU
2.5.4 Space and Use (Illus 2.14)
Flexibility
7KHUHFWDQJXODUÀRRUSODQRIWKHEXLOGLQJLPSOLHVYHUVDWLOLW\VLQFH
it is not prescribed or particular. The double volume creates
opportunity for the development of new mezzanine spaces. The
V\PPHWULFDOVWUXFWXUHDQGIUDPHDQGLQ¿OOV\VWHPFDQDOORZHDVHRI
removal of fabric and expansion.
Hierarchy
The building facade displays strong hierarchal sense of entrance
DQGDUULYDOWKURXJKRUQDPHQWHGRSHQLQJV2QFHLQVLGHWKHEXLOGLQJ
KRZHYHU DQ LGHD RI SXEOLF WR SULYDWH VSDFHV LV RQO\ XQGHUVWRRG
through signage and is otherwise implied by seating furniture in the
OREE\RIHDFKÀRRU
Signage
Signage style varies from temporary to permanent and does not
have a sense of continuity in the building. Its locality is inconsistent
RQHDFKÀRRU6LJQDJHRQWKHWKLUGÀRRUEUXVKHGDOXPLQLXPZDOO
PRXQWHGUHFWDQJXODUVLJQDJHLVPRUHSHUPDQHQWLQIRUPDWLYHDQG
tactile.
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2.5.5 Alterations and Additions (Illus 2.15)
Opportunities Threats

Illus 2.15$OWHUDWLRQVDQG$GGLWLRQV $XWKRU

Ergonomics
7KHUHLVQRGH¿QLWHFRQVLGHUDWLRQIRUHUJRQRPLFVLQWKHEXLOGLQJ
The restriction of affordability has controlled many decisions in
terms of furniture and alterations in the building. The 1909 CEO /
2011 POPUP building displays sensitivity to user comfort through
its large windows providing views across the railway line. The
VWDLUFDVHLVFRPIRUWDEOHDOWKRXJKWKHEDOXVWUDGHKHLJKWLVORZDQG
poses a safety risk.
Inclusive Design
The building is exclusive in terms of access. The fenced in plot
LQQRWZHOFRPLQJ&LUFXODWLRQWRWKHXSSHUÀRRUVRIWKHEXLOGLQJLV
limited to the staircase which is problematic for wheelchair users.
Access to Facilities
The building facilities are adequate and well-maintained. Water
FORVHWVDUHIRXQGRQHDFKÀRRU7KH\DUHKRZHYHUXQLVH[ZKLFK
could be threatening and uncomfortable to the users. Pay phones
are also available within the building. This is a valuable resource
since users are low income and probably do not own personal
cellular phones.

Restoration
The building has been restored in several areas. Extensive
restoration of timber door and window frames have occurred.
Some doors have also been restored. Several portions of the
concrete door and window ornament have been restored.
Preservation
The building has been preserved in several aspects: the terracotta
WLOHVWKHVWDLUFDVHDQGLWVFDVWLURQ¿OOKDYHEHHQSUHVHUYHG
Removal
A bridge from the building across the railway line to Scheiding
Street had been removed. The void has been covered with a
shutter board sheet.
Addition
7KHDGGLWLRQRIDVHFRQGÀRRURFFXUUHGLQWKH¶V7KHSDUDSHW
gables were used as a means to inform the continuity of the
facade. A gabled roof on timber trusses now caps the building.
The enclosure of the portico on the west of the building occurred
concurrently.
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7KH VWULSSLQJ EDFN PHWKRG DV RXWOLQHG E\ )UHG 6FRWW 
108) has been considered as the design method for treating the
altered building. The process of stripping back involves three
VWDJHV WKH ¿UYVW RI ZKLFK LV ³HVWDEOLVKLQJ WKH LGHDO´ 6FRWW
 7KHLGHDOLVGH¿QHGDVWKHEXLOGLQJ¶VXWRSLDQIRUP
LWV RULJLQDO YLVLRQ  7R GHWHUPLQH WKH ³KLVWRULFDO LGHDO´ RI WKH
&(232383EXLOGLQJDQDQDO\VLVRIWKHEXLOGLQJ¶V
early image has given rise to the recognition of its major design
HOHPHQWV  7KH ¿JXUH DORQJVLGH ,OOXV   LOOXVWUDWHV WKHVH
principles in diagrams. The historical character pertaining
to these principles are predominantly evident on the building
facade.
$OVR LOOXVWUDWHG LV WKH EXLOGLQJ¶V LQWHUQDO VWDLUFDVH ,OOXV  
LGHQWL¿HG DV DQ ³LGHDO´ HOHPHQW DV D UHVXOW RI LWV GLVWLQFWLYH
character and balustrades of arts and crafts style. The
DSSOLFDWLRQRIWHUUDFRWWDWLOH¿QLVKRQWKHVWDLUFDVHDQG¿UVWÀRRU
are notable.
Site character is depicted overleaf in Illus 2.18 (page 30).

Illus 2.16(VWDEOLVKLQJ,GHDO $XWKRU

28

2 CONTEXT AND SITE

Illus 2.17(VWDEOLVKLQJ,GHDO $XWKRU
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Illus 2.186LWH&KDUDFWHU $XWKRU
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The contextual analysis has served to highlight the distinctive
characteristics of the neighbourhood of Salvokop. These
REVHUYDWLRQVDUHUHFRJQLVHGDVSURYLGLQJDQRWDEOHVHQVHRISODFH
worthy of preservation and deserving of emphasis. The framework
strives to achieve this by using the existing as a means to react.
The historical mapping and time line of Salvokop highlight its
VLJQL¿FDQFHDVDQKLVWRULFDOODQGVFDSHDVVRFLDWHGSUHGRPLQDQWO\
with the railway development. The survival of some of these
historical structures and settlement have become a strong
contributor of the neighbourhood character and are to be protected
and emphasised by the framework proposal. The extensive
demolished fabric of the maintenance yard is to be expressed in
memory through abstract elements.
The contextual study provides crucial relevance to the individual
VWXG\ FRQFHUQLQJ WKH  &KLHI (QJLQHHU¶V 2I¿FH  
32383 6NLOOV 7UDLQLQJ &HQWUH WKURXJK LWV ¿QGLQJV KLVWRULFDOO\
and characteristically. The results lend strongly to the conceptual
PHWKRGVRI³UHDGLQJWKHH[LVWLQJ´DVDPHDQVWRJHQHUDWHGHVLJQ
UHVSRQVHWKURXJKUHDFWLQJWRZKDWLV³SDOLPSVHVW´DVDPHDQVWR
H[SUHVVWKHPHPRU\RIORVWDQGGHPROLVKHGIDEULFDQG³V\PEROLVP´
WRUHSUHVHQWWKHSDVWUHODWLRQVKLSZLWKWKHUDLOZD\ZKLFKIRUPVD
VLJQL¿FDQWSDUWRIWKHEXLOGLQJ¶VKLVWRU\

An extensive analysis of the 1909 CEO / 2011 POPUP building has
EHHQ FRQGXFWHG  7KH VWUHQJWKV ZHDNQHVVHV RSSRUWXQLWLHV DQG
threats of the building and the arrival to the building has revealed
openings for design potential to rectify or optimise the existing.
A sense of connection between the building and its physical and
historical contexts is unaddressed and should be considered in the
design process.
The building’s ideal (distinctive historical characteristics) has been
HVWDEOLVKHG7KLVSURFHVVKDVFODUL¿HGWKHYLVLRQRIWKHEXLOGLQJDV
the 1909 CEO and its intention can be revived through the process
RI VWULSSLQJ EDFN ZKLOH FRQVLGHULQJ WKH FKDQJH LQ W\SRORJ\ XVHU
and time.
The documentation of rotted fabric and its intended removal will be
UHÀHFWHGLQIXUWKHUDQDO\VHVDQGGHVLJQGUDZLQJV7KHSURFHVVRI
enabling works will be further explained in the design chapter.

The framework study is relevant to the individual study in its ideals
RI HPSKDVLVLQJ WKH H[LVWLQJ ZKLFK FRLQFLGHV ZLWK ³UHDGLQJ WKH
H[LVWLQJ´ 7KH IUDPHZRUNZLOOVHUYHWRHVWDEOLVK DFKDUDFWHU DQG
FRQWH[WXDO DWPRVSKHUH LQ ZKLFK WKH EXLOGLQJ ZLOO ¿QG FRQQHFWLRQ
$FFHVVJUHHQVSDFHVFLUFXODWLRQDQGD[HVZLOOLQÀXHQFHDQGEH
LQÀXHQFHGE\WKHIUDPHZRUNSURSRVDO
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