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James Agete, the well-known Mterery oritie

of the *Dalily PExpress®, tell the m‘%ﬁg of & young woan who

pr and explained that
his strong point was "invective®’. The Editor ascked:
*Invective sbout what?®. "Nothing in particular®, the youth
replisd, *just Ioveotive®. There 4g probably no foundation
in truth for the above story Dut at leaset 4t serven admivably
to bring out one of ths chief rossons for a chapter such as
thie being necencary in & survey of the Press rolations with
the world around it. : ’ '

ispses from grace that ocour alzost dafly in one papex or
another. Anoiher reagon for ethicel lapses is over-keenness
angd an sebitious desire to "ghine" on the paxrt of the wore
youthful menbers of & newepaper stadf,

Specific instances of betreynl of publlic trust,
of breach of journalietic etigqietie, and of breasch of confie
dence with public bodies will b2 polnted out in this chopter,
while attention will also be drawn to certain degenervating
influences whioh ave crespingwe-clowly and almost lupercen-
tibly--into the Fress. The latter influvences are perbaps of
wore importance than the spevific instances, for, whevess
the inatances thewmselves, however eerious thoy say be are

temporary /
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temporary and transient, while the insidicus influences,
unless perceived and samtively checked, give promisge of having
come to stay, and of lowering the general level of journalism.
This 48 dangerous ground on which the writer
is treeocassing, for certain actions of newspapers which the
writer feels juetified in including under this chapter head
might with equal justification be included by a2 oolleague
under the Chapier dealing with the contributiong of the Press
to publio 1life. The problem is essentially & subjsotive one
and each investigator musd record the resulis of hies investi-
gations as the facts present themeelves t0 him. The reality
of the truiss that truth is relative will de forcibly brought
home by the possible double construction that can be placed
on gome of the matters which will come under discussion in
the following pages.
For instance, opinion was sharply divided in

England last year on the cuestion of the free gift schemes
by which certain delly newspapers in London and the Provinces
were "buying® new readers in order to maintain present cirsue
lations and to increase them as far a&p possible. The
"Laigggtar Evening Meil®, to choose & paper at random, an-
nounced that, for a limited period, the seal appearing on
the front page of the paper, would be worth money. Let the
paper tell the story in its own words:

"This Week the fawillar Red Seal of the

;geéggngr Evening Mail" has been changed

:gg:hségzgngggilggagzggg g:ﬁgggfbw one oenny,

Goods by tradere in the oity and distriot mho

are co-operating wuth us in this novel gcheme
$0 popularise the neper. (300)

You /
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$You sum cut out or tear out the
Greoen B from any odition, and band
it ovor the counter for a peany articls.

S0 simple!
*You can osve up the Green Seals to any
muber, then exchange them for goods
reckon the value at one penny for esach seal.
*The traders who acecept our Green Seale will
ia turn convert am into cash at the office
of the'lLelicester Evening Mail®.
"his 1 as the Green Seal ammam in the
paper it will be worth & peany, but our
offer will not be open mdaﬂnimz,y. e
notice will be given of the date after which
the Gemls will not be agcented as cagh®,

Un the foce of 1% there seems little to which
objection can be taken in cuch & scheme, but the oost of the
naper to the publie iz one penny end that penny can be
converted into goods of an equivalent value by the presenta~
tion of the Green Seal 40 traders, who in turn redean the
seals at the affice of the newspaper making the offer. f¢

] he peper i virtually bein o B An agitation

xmm&awly started agalnet this practice Dy other newew
papers who believed that ciroulations should be cbtained by
an efficient news service snd & dependable sxpreseion of

opinion, not by entieing offers. The *"Daily Express® acoord-
ingly denounced the "stunt® in the sirongest rospible terms,
gtating that it would have "nothing whatever 4o do witdh the
free gift scheme which other newepapers have chosen to followd
In an interview published in the pame edition of the "Daily
Express®, dr. Thomss Bell, Chairman of the Incoxporated
Soolety of British Advertisers, stated !

We feel that it is csgential to fadr and
honest businens that these fyee gift aahama
to stimleate in meny cases dwindling news

E:;aex sales should oesse., Ue ue mm;mmﬁ

ve been fighting a campelgn aainet these

clroulation buying methods oveyr since our

advertieing convention in Birmingham in 1928.
“How the lawst froe gift prograsme ¢f certain
daily newspapers has hrt the queation to
bailing m&m.

"savertisera /



(-') ! Q
a2 ‘ (S
®Advertisere will no longer pay advertising

chargen on circulation bought by free gifts.
"¢ intend to pay only for legitimate circu-

lation: what we call 'reader intereat ciroulation'.

"Fewgpaner cirgulation which is secured by free
fts 1s of no value whatever to the advertiser,
'or the asimple reason that we believe readers
obtained by this means take no intgrest in the
newspapser they buy. They buy the paper for the
free gift; after thet their interest ends.
"To charge advertisers for circulation which 4s
purchaoged by these free gifts iz frankly not
good enoufh.
"We mean %0 kill these free gift and other schenes
for securing what we regard as a fictitious and
therefore valueless ciroculations®,

Mr. ¥W. Buchanan~Taylor, publicity and adver-
tigament Manager of J. Lyunasggd Co.Ltd., in an address t0
the Croydon Chamber of Commerce dealt in forcible language
with what he deacribed ag the false economics of newspaper
ooupon gompetitions. He stated tha% 1f the entire popula-
tion of England were to be steered into a life of coupon
collecting, nasing the firat five in the Derby and the rest,
there would de no need to go to Honte Carlo for = hollow-
eyed community.

*To induce the whole of the population of
this country to eend in threepences on the
prospect of bringing off a million-to-one
chance does not seem to me t0 be good journalism®,
he proceeded.

*A man who buys a dJdozen ooples of one nowge
paper does not read each copy. He wmay not
read even one oopy if he is buying the paper
for the coupon.
*The advertiser spends his money in newspeapers
in the hope that his advertisenents will be
read. If they are not read, be is throving
his money into the gutter.
"If a million and a half coples are sold and
any considerable proportion of that number

18 bought for the purpose of filling in
competition coupona, the advertising value

of /

301 Published in the "Dally Pxpress® in May, 19831, i.e.
before the advent of ihe "Green Seal® of the
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of that paver's oirculation ig beling misrepresented.
"3 believe in newgpaper advertising as & noveseary
adjunct to trading, but, as far as lles in my
pover, I shall itate againet the dublous metbods
of circulationeproduction and ambiguous adverw
tigenment coating®.

Articulate public opinion was sctively op=-
posad 0 nowspopers swploying theseoatch-penny methods®
of stimlating their own partioular line of business, and
the spitation ageinst the continuance of the free gift sys-
tom waa not gonfined t0 England alone. In Switszerland a
apecial arganiﬁagégn wag formed during 1030 for the eliminse
tion of this aygtem, sand similar opposition %0 the system
wag rained in Germany, Fronce, and Belpium, according to &
report issued by the Internationsl Co-Operative Alliance.

Gimilar opposition is not, however, raised to
the glgaantic insurance schemes wdch have populariced some
of the leading newspapors oversess, and $t smaet therefors be
gurniged that referebce o this topic must not fall under
this Chaptey tmit undeyr *contributions of the Press to Public
Holfare”.

KHy. Burgess ﬁﬁhﬁﬁggg Mrectoy of Publio Ro-
lationa &t the fSyracuse Univereity stated that "If finding
and verifying the newn ia & first dutly, the reporter bLegomes
the mogt Lfuportent personm in the whole human struoture of
the Press, If bis standing bresks down, the Press bresks
dom®. 1% will be the object of the writer to refer %0 a
fow instances where the reporterta’standing” has broken dowm.
In nmeny cases %he details bave come to the sar of the writer,
and, ag they form part of the unwriltten literature of journaw
lism, no authorities or references can be cquoted. The

writer /
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writer can vouch for their authenticity and beyond his word
no guarantee of good faith can be given.

The determination of a junior reporter "never
again to mention a certain Advocate's name in cases conducted
by him" followed upon a remonstrance by the latter of the
former at a private piénic party. 48 members of the Bar
mnay not advertise and are dependent upon the goodwill of the
Press for publicity in Court proceedings, it will be seen
that the reporter's decision wrought swift and certain ven-
geance . The perusal of letters lying open on the table in
a Government Office during the absence of the Public gervant
occupying that office, the publication of information vouch-
safed in private conversation and not intended to become
public property, and the use of the cloak of anonyunity to
gain entrance to a Conference to which the Press were not
adnitted, are among lapses from grace which bave resulted in
first-class “sooops” belng attained at the cost of the lower~
ing of the ethics of journalism. For some journalists the
price would have been 100 much o pay; for others no price
is too hight!

On this point the views of Hr.J,K.ﬂinkggg
are illuminating !

"Journalists responsibly engaged in the

production of newspapers have to make up

thelr minds whether the validity of Hr. ,

Hearst's first principle--'Get Circulation'.-

is absolute or relative'.
Kr. Winkler wrote -~ The best of them think it is relative,
that is to say, subject to an unwritten code of journalistic
honour and to their own sgense of stewardship for the moral
health of the public. Sowe of the less good have thought

it/

Blographer of Willlam Randolph Hearst, the American
newspaper magnate.
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it absolute, at least until they had got enough circulation
for their purposes. The worst have applied {4 uncondition-
ally. In method, getters of circulation as a means to power
by way of wealth can hardly be distinguished from getters of
circulation for mere profit. These are their joint command-
ments! "Be first with the news. Go out and get it. In case
of need, make it ",
The last commandment “Make It! " is an ominous

one. The reportere involved in what became known as *The

Louw” were accused by the Commissioner of Police at
the subsequent inquiry of having "manufactured" thelr story.
One of the journalists replied that stories were not manu-
factured but written. Instances of how storles have been
"made* are fortunately rare but authentic cases have never-
theless been revealed. ‘winklggetells the story of how one
of Hearst's men, in search of sensational news, grappled with
a grizzly bear, escaped with his life, and obtained the story
of the day! A Johannesburg Bandmaster once told the writer
how the Editor of a small district newspaper once telephoned
t0 ask whether he had any news. "I'm desparately hard wp
for a good story", the Editor said. "Well, I haven't anythig
to tell you, but, if you like, I'll write a slashing atiack
on myself as a Bandmaster; - you publish the letter under a
nom~-de-plume, and see if you can't get publie opinion aroused
into a controversy". The plot was carried out as arranged,
end the idea took on. For some days afterwards the harassed
aditor recelved letters both in defence of the Bandmaster

and in support of the slashing atitack on him. HWews had /
been

"W.R.Hearst*, biography.
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been made!

The attitude of the ¥Fress towards women and
ohildren cannot escape criticiem under this chapter head.
#hile there is much 40 be said in favour of the introduction
of features appealing specially to women and children, the
swing of the pendulum from the strictly impersénsl news-
sheeta of the early days to the highly personal columng of
the present day demonstrates once again the evileg of ex-
tremes. 1t may be & fitting reward for years of soclial
work for the Hatron of a Hospital or other Institutiom to
have her photograph, together with an appreciative article,
on the “"Woman's Page" of a dajly paper, and it may be con-
venient for her friends to know that "drs.B. has left Fre-
toria for Durban and will not be back until the end of the
month*, and 1t is probably of interest to learn that an
"interesting event is being expected”in a svciety fmaily ,
but t his sort of thing can be-- and froquently is-- overdone,
with the result that, in the words of 8¢. John Ervine, the
Press has become "Womenised®. 1His views were very lucidly
expresged in an article in the “ESpectator®:

"Hewgpapers”, he wrote, "were formeriy published
for men; they are now lncreasingly being pube
liehed for wonen. The moet casual obgerver
of the "national" newaspsper cannot fall to
notice how womanised the populer press hase
become. It iz not only that “wowen are news®,
and that everything they do 1s lavishly
announced and advertised, even whan the saume
thing, though better done by men, ig ignored
or briefly mentioned, but that the tone of
the paper is being set by women. Whatever
is interesting to them is *"displayed"! whate
ever is interesting to men ig suppressed oOr
put into an obscure corner...

*Articles by, and about, women prevail in
these papers, and editore, without any
appearance of embarrassment, will print

"rowerful articles” by young ladies not
long emerged froam smchool on the reform of

¥srrisge /
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Karriage or the reorganization of Dex or the
overhaul of Religion. There seem to be many
young ladies who will rearrange the entire
universe in ai%ht bhundred words for a fee of
twenty guineas

"Circulation has gone to the heads of thege

newspepey proprietors, who sincerely believe
that their "stunis® are influencing the public mind.

Hr. 4. John Izvine went on to state that the
realisation that it was possible to have & twe-million-a~day
circulation and no cutherity had caused & temporary pause and &
reaction.  Advertisers no longer asked the size of the olrcu-
lation but its nature, for they realised that the womanised
papere not only repel led men readers but ended by repelling
wonmen as well,

"Already demande, not yet very loud, are being
made for a man's populsr newspsper, and therve
are many women who openly express contempt for
the stuff that 1s 20ld to them as "women's
interest" in the contemporary presst®.

Before leaving the question ¢f the women to
g0 over to the “Children's Corner”, one further comment will be
made, dealing with the unfavourable psychological effect of
yublicity on womankind whe become addicls to a disease not found
in any medical Journal, namely that of "suffering from an exagoer-
ated sense of their own importance®.

That well-known writer, ir. Philip O'Farrell,
whoge “London Lettgg; appears weekly on the front page of the
®Sunday Timee" wrote that @

"The publicity that is now given to these young
women {Debutantes) is wmething new and remark-
able. To take but one example, liss Margaret
#hi s+ ®Who has just become engaged to the

2arl of %arwick. _{The engagement has since been
broken off, according to a recent news cable)
hag for some months past had a press that any
filnm stey might envy. You ocan hardly read a

gosalp column without coming upon her name at
least /
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least once, and her portrait appears almost
daily in one or other of the dailies, and

with the utmoet regularity in all the sod al

oy sealegocial weeklies. Lady Pamela Smith,
Hies Eillecn Brougham, Lady Bridpett Poulett,

#iss Penelope Mudley Ward, Mise Averil Streatfeild,
and perheps half a dozen others are as well knoen
to the London Public, in vrint, as ang stay of
stage or soresn. The young marvied woman is
left out in the cold, and the matron, who in
Victorian dayes was %hough% to be at %he helght
of hex baauty at any age trwm 35 %o ?0% has %o

150& in at all, ihother 80 m h_publ » ity and
ation is at al, "m‘ aa ﬁ!’ f#1 : ng Lemo WHOE

rlm!f{!m § down as wWives a%
re is open %o cou»». et damu of them (;
we er, ef;ccnxas, $0 none who have becn mentioned
by neme) take the liveliest interest in thely
Preoss cuttinge, and are most indignant if the
mumber iz not up to a#ar&ge or a rivel seesnme %o
be pgetting & better ghow".

As far as children are concerned, the last fow

years has ceen a remarkable fuprovement in the attitude of the
Press towavds Lts younger readers, upon whom it will have to
rely For patronage and support in the future has taken place
From ignoring them entirely, the newspapers have gradually chang~
ed their policy to one of taking a kindly intereet in the chil-
dren, and, through the medium of “Aunt Marguret* or *Uncle Ixict
invite correspondence and reply to lettere through the special
dally column of weekly pape reserved for the children. At the
outget the "Uncle® or *Aunt® who was merely & reporier in dis-
guise, with other and more important dutlee %o perform and who
probably disliked his or her specisl feature work, thought that
fany old thing® would &asggr the ohildren, but, as & writer on
“The Frec-lLznoe Journalist® hag stated, it has come to be appre-
olated that "children are not only voracious readers but are
£180 intelligent rendexs®. Lore attention is consequently
now being given t0 this featurve and appropriste flction end
suttable /

308. The underlining is that of the writer.
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guitable facts are now being served up for the edification of
the ohildren of to-day and the men and women of to-morrow.

Whether the "Comic¢ Cuts™ or *coloured supple-
ment” feature, which has deen taken over from the Ameriocan
Sunday papers is a desirable feature is open to doubt, but 4is
is & known fact that there are some parents who glteadfzstly
refuse their children to have zcceseg t0 this portion of the
newspaper, That 1t cannot be wholly bad, however, is ¢lear
from the fact that it must inevitably enliven the ivagination
of the younger readsrs and enable them not to lose touch al-
together with the phantasy of their childhood days. In the
words of that great and provocative writer, Mr. Aldous Huxley,
*H¥onsenge is the nearest approach to s proof of that unprovable
article of faith, whoge truth we must all assume or perish
migerably; thet life is worth living®.

For the Press to remain impartial to all
parties to a dispute is welli-nigh impossible, and, no matter
what stand i1 takes up, it is sure t0 cause dimsatisfaction
somewhere, Thus *The Tribune® the official organ of the South
Africean Temperance Allliance, last year wrote:

"Heither the Cape Times nor the Cape Argus

can be congratulated on their reports of

this year's proceedings. (310) Any impartial
perzon present at the Board meetings and
reading afterwards the accounts in these papers
could not avold coming to the cvonclusion that
while the liguor side was emphasised, the
Teasperance case was slurred over or ignared
altogether. To take but a single instance;
the masterly %eneral gddress of the Rev.
Charlea Garratt, which extorted the admira-
tion of all who heard it, was not only not
glven a line, it was not even mentioned. This
lop-sided method Of reporting has been the
subject of caustic comment by many citizens”.

There are, of course, two sides to every
queastion, and it is quite clear that the organ which accused

both /
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both the Cape newspapers of partiality is not itself an
fopartisal organ. While not defending the papers concerned
{they are well adble to do that for themselves) tha writer
would like to0 point out that, vhile the Hev. Chorles Carrattte
speech wap subsecquently published in the Temperance Alliance
prgan, no dispaasionate veport was glven in that journal of
the srguments sdvanced on behalf of the liquor trade.

The "Uspe Argus” wus similarly the subject of
an sttack by "The Cape*, {(an independent weekly journsl pube
lished in Capetowh). Om Hdaxeb 1l%th, 1931, *The Cape® stated!

"Having some pride in the profession to which we
belong, we cannot refrain from commenting on
the glaring exa.ple of the reckleusness of aen-
sational journaliem which was fursished by the
Cape Argus this weck. The paper publisghed in
e prominent poaition & sob-atory about an 18
year-0ld girl who had for some nights been
sleeping in the open at Claremont, keeping guard
over her family's furniture while her parents
tramped the otreets by day to find a2 suitable
house to sbelter the furniture and themselves.
In an interview the gizl sald 1

"Our house across the road it empty. The
landlord wmants $0 sell the plece, and he
declined this month's rent when 1t was
offered to him We pleaded t0 be allowed
to stay 4in the house until sowsone else
wanted 1t%.

That story was ozloulated to arouse in every decent
reader of it feelinge of the deepest indignation
against this hardhearted landlord. But on %ednesw
day evening in a sginilar position there appeared
the sequel to the sob-story. It wos that for
months the family bhad been in arrears with their
rent, and had cgreed Lo leave ng long apo as last
December, and it was not until Baturday, Narch 7,
that he took legnl steps to bave them ejecied.

It was stated ia this seeond rencrt that the lande
lord, following cowplainis by the nelghbbours, had
been warned by the Health Depsrtment that unleen
he ojected his tenants achion night be taken
againgt him.

After the publlication of the gecond story there
remained only one statement appearing in the

first story which coudd be atrictly described

ag fact. That was that the family had been
ejected, aud that the daughter wae sleeping in

the street boside the furniture. Yet the second
story contained not one word of rogret that the

readers/



readers of the 'Csmpe Argus' had besn allowed to
veuain for 24 houre under the impregsion that
this unfortunnts family wore the victims of &
landlordtn razmcziﬁy'.
Considersble spaoe wee devoted in “The Cape®
0 this incident, baczuss “ws wers taught in our spprentice-
ship that accuracy wos the firet casential in reputeble and
responsible journslism... This ctory sprearing as 4t 4id in
two instalments, can only be described as the poorest of
poor journalicm®,
"¥e have dealt with the incldent et some Jength
becauge we ere jealoun of the bonour and ro-
putation of the journalistic profession, and
secondly bscause the hearte of the pumics are
readily touched by o awrir of human sisfortunas,
gnd 1% has bDeen our @xpsrience that they respond
instantly and genercusly $0 such a recitnl. But
if in an unfiinking seorch for the consatl onal
the mm-atrm%;a of the publie are to be g%wed
v;gan wantonly, the public confidence will
aken 4n all newspaper "sob storiec®, and its
heart hardensd even ayrinst deserving ocses.®
A fow more specific instsnces of "Lapses Lfrom
Graoe” will be quoted before & survey is made of what has
boen termed "the degline of the fourth entate®. Iy, iona
Herenoky, famous ae the geological disecoveresr of both the
Lydenburg platinum and of the Nomaqualand Diamond fislds,
was during 1271 the subject of a series of wds-stateswnts,
amusing to the public, but annoying to . Yerenshy hiueelf.
A Germon Magazine, "Dee Leben” (Life) published at Leirnsiz,
dealt under the heading of YLords of the World*, with the
romantic story of the wealthy geologist, m;mg;ii;g, ifie

cidentally, a photograph which the *Hundny Times® csustio-

ally referved %o as *The Continentsl version of Dr. Hevensky?,
while publiching an authentic photograph in the sane colwan
for purpogset of goumarieon. In an srxoeedingly racy atyle,
the *Sundey Times® tore domm in the folloving words the
tgtory® whioh "Das Leban? published for the edification of
ite /
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ite resdere !

*The finost instance of & very wealthy man who

came $0 the fore with extreme epeed is probably

Dr. Herensky, a Corman. Dv. Mersnsky was &
geologist. Towday he lives ln Johannebbu

quictly and in retivoment™. (The truth is thet

the worthy doctor, apart fros being e universally-
known figure in bueslness clreles, spends most of
his tizme out of tom and on his farm Weastpbalis,
Northern Tranevaszl,)

he writer proceeds! *Hig bank balance, however
emounte to 150,000,000 murks (£7,500,000) in cash®.
{Toie 1o rubbish).

Describing how Dr. Herensky discovered the Namaoquge
land diamonds, ¥r. Zischke says he trekked nlong
the pomst for yeaya! He didn't. At that time

Dr. derencky vas one of the Rand's busiest geologista.
After more of the sume sort the writer proceedas:
"He suddenly reported hie discoveries. A panic
arose. (') If Herensky's finde had besn explokted
the price would have gurkto nothing. 50 the Dias-
mond fyndicate {(sic) had only one course open! to
socquire Merenaky's fislds for a fantastic suwa, %0
pettle with him, and t5 leave the flelds unexploited®.
(This refers to Hamsousland). ,

#ith the vast fortune 8o acquired, Dr. Herensky, we
are informed, sails through the world on his own yaoht
At the head of the page in "las Loben" ie a *"por-
treit® of Ur. Merenaky, who ls described as looking
like & gtudent or z=n artist.

Incidentally, ¢he ploture is of somebody eloel

Here follows a reforence $0 6 mon-exislent fauily
of Dr. Merensky {who happens t0 be & bachelor).

A rather varue photograph shows "his son John,

in she light-ooloured swester®, playing polol

The third {liustration iz in honour of Yerensiy,

junior, o alaso d0en not exist. "He has", "one

great hobby; tennis, On his estate near Capetown
he hns the accomponying fairy-like dennis courts

laid out®,

50 now we know! ¥,

An cutspoken criticionm of modern journcliom
ae cmntgigmta& by Y4 YWorking Journalict® €0 the "Uorld's
Prese Heows®, and the pointe which he emphasgised are worthy
of congideration, Some of hic more ohallenying statewenis
ave coatained in the followlng paragraphs!

"Yany newspeopers thrive on thely insurance
sohomes, competitions, and gift schemss, and
not on thelr merites ag purveyore of news.

“The /
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“The ciroulation meanagers of wany doilies
and weeklies send salesmen all over the
country t¢ canves from house $0 house and
go almost on their hmnds and knoses te house-
wives to persusde them t0 becowe regulary
roaders of their paper. And in othey ways
the meanest methods of ithe market.place
ars praciiced.

"Gone ave the daye when a nswepaper won dis-

tinctt on and erhanced cliroulation by the

exclusive character of ils iotelligonce, by

ite socuracy and soundness, and iis consiow

teney and definiteness of pribeiple.

"The engugement of gmarily-dressed young men,

frech from the University or public sebool

who usually have a haughty disdain of ah@:%w

hand, and gultivete the habit of writing

vleverly at the expenee of mith, soouracy, or

perspootive, ig smong the 1nnava§xanﬁ of recent

voars.

"Under the existing syctem editore cease to be

public men of high standing and infivence.

Hultinlicity of control has taken the place of

individual smnsgenment and editorial supervision.

In far too many papers the manager dominates the

whole organisation, aund the editor, except for

an ogcasional publio ceremony, sits in obecurity

in his sanctun unknown to all the mewbers of his

om ataffy,

fome of the points raised by *Jorking Journae

liet”?, such as the free gift and insurance eystems, have
airendy been dealt with. Cther siatements, more particular
those referring to olrculation managers, smartly-dressed
University men, and obscure editors, suffer from the fact
that partiouiar inetances have been generslised. The fagte
probably have an element of truth as far as the English Press
is concerned, but the defects complained of are not cunmuon
in newspaner practice in South Africa. Clroulation cane
vagsers have been at work in $hie country but the statement
that the Editor iz sometimes unknown $0 all aembers of the
staff would not apply. Hany Journslists would prefer to
see such a practice introduced, for when they sppear bufure
the Editor 44 umuslly means thet they are “carpeted®.

Dealing /
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Daaiang.maresfgaaifacally with the South

African Press, Mr.%.8.Chadwick after having made the bold
statoment that the Press body of the world was often pro-
atituted to the sorviece of Bold, declared:

“The Fress paints humanity in the colours

its uasters oyder, and the drasad truth ie

thet hueanity is fast begonming what the Press

has made it. The wourldls thinkers belleve

that only Thought ls Lmmoxial Yot we are

told that if six newgpaper proprietors dn

England decided #hiat the Public Opinion of

ingland should be @ week hence, their thought

would be expressed with the na%ian'@ volce!

Under Preass domination of thought, natione are

beconing hased, bewildered communities of slaves;

ascrificed in hideous development- with all

potentinl gower and beauty eliminated- on the

alter of the Moloch...Cold Education (true func~

tion of the Press) has been sacrificed $0 expediency.

Once again it is necessary to eift the wheat

from the chaff and to admit that while ¥r. Chadwick's flam-
boyant womds contain eleaments of $ruth, they are laxgely
obscured by the words in which his thoughts are ¢lothed.
It is difficudt, even after careful analysis to discover
what dr. Chadwiok means by his preity-sounding phreee *gace
rificed in hideous devalopusnt". The power of the Press in
gwaying vublie opinion iz well demonstrated by iHr. gizﬁwiak
but this aspeot has alveady been dealt with olsewhere. The
gonclugion there arrived at was that the part played by the
Pregs in moulding public opinion was oonsiderabls bul that,
in view of the faot that contrary oplnions were not atifled
and could be expressed voecally and in “Letiers to the Editor®
the power exercieed in %his diraction was infinitely more
to the advantage of the gommualty, proviasce, or nation
rather than t0 its detrimant.

A/
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A further factor tending to cause & decline
of the fourth cetate iz the fype of journalist at presont
being employed. Owlng, no doubtd, to the peneral unfavour-
able economic conditions which bnwve prevailed in recect
years, newspapers hove boen unable to pay good salaries for
£00d men, juniors, without experiencs, & Dully developed
news zense, or knowledge of the mont effective mouns of news-
getting are being engagoed %0 revlace senior men who have ro-
slgned. S%affs are being keopt to & bare minfmum with the
romult that work has to be dome in 2 hurry and theve is
1ittle opportunity, owing ito the sooarcity of men, of slways
geleoting the mogt sultable man for a particular job. The
man on the ot must do 4t. This leads to @ giguatim which
was pleturesquely expressed by ir. Gordon Gmig . e,

Cralg ntated

"It is comething rather nodect and charning
that he (G.B.$) still looks on hiugel? as
one of those 'unfortunate Journulists' (you
call yourselves unfortunate, don't you?l),
doomed, Deca: so of glrocumstonces, to te
on any given subject at a moment's nosice-
aever mind whether you know dout 4t or note-
and %o rattle things off and convince the
roaders of tho penny papey or the shilling
or five-guinea buok into which you put them".

Thue it scems that the mancgement is betwesn
the devil and the deeyp blue gea in regard to the cholce of
newspaneraen. I "forking Jowmalist® iz 1o be belloved,
University men are ddedainful of shorthande.- a most useful
scquisition for a journalist-- and writve cleverly at the
expense of truth and sccurszay, vhile the dangers attemdant
upon the work of 2 man writing on 2 subject with which he s
not fully acqueinted are manifest. Whils this matter will
be dealt with at greater length in the concluding chupter, 4t
way be appropriate to point out here that one newspsner at

loast /
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interview dealing with George Bernard o
Jealing , Shaw's replies
to the accusations made by H#r.Craig in hie bock,
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1@&3%6 in atteapting to enhance the educational aualifica~
tions of thelr reporters by weans of extro-sursl siudies.
This 1e an exmuple which alght advonbupeously be followed
by clher and wors influential nowapapers in $his country.

Perazpe the ecarly frulte borne of the policy

of the "Friaend® just cutlined wore refiected in en sriicle
pabliched in that paper on Jamuyy 10th, 1071, under the

four follicanlag heallines:

"enortere who Guesz hight?,
mintleinating Councll Deelaiong”,
fUayor explaiue boy "iriend gete the news"™,
*Intellipgent Journalism®.
Extracte from the report read se followst

“That ‘The Fricnc! hee & way of aaticipating
sunicipad ceveloprents and degisions bafore
the mesbers of the Town Counedl bave the
opportuniiy of ¢uteidering theom vae the burden
of gawumglainﬁ volced &t yectordsy'es special
meeting.

*ihe Xayor (Mr.B.0.d¢ Pecr) sald &m‘tﬁyxi;
‘o magt oredit the wodern journalist with

& gertaln swmount of fagenulty, vhoreby be

can anticipate ovente with reasonsble soouracy.
In thie case there could bave been no leskage
becwise the Councll and the Finence Committee
hed not oven consldered the antter when the
newe wppeered in She pupert.

"ux B, Hothan! There 3o stlill what I say call

an unlelr kakage through this Coungll.

The doeyoer: it The founcil had come together

and dlescussed the mabter thars could have beon
come @estion of & leskage, but that iz nod

the pusiticn, ,

It was, the Hayor adiled, & onge shere the press
had guessed correctly., 1f a journalist ggasﬁad
wrong, he would, presiably, b8 required $

give an soctubt to his ¢hdeld.”

The Yguéssing &% newe? 1z snother factor which

is contributing towarde ithe de¢line of the Fress and direct-
ing & blow at that confidanee and trast of the publio which
is eosentiul if the newspuper is adequately and effectively

to /
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to fulfil ite function as a purveyor of newn and views. In
many cases the "guess™ ia clothed in such langucpe as *it
is alleged®?, "4t ie belleved®, or "1t is lezrnt® from & source
which 48 iovariably not divulped, but there are equally
numerdus cases in which an inference from known facts s
passed off ze relisble and suthentic newr., An instance of
this ogcurred irn connection with the sentance of death passed
upon Louls van ¥yk for the murder of & farmer named Tucker
in the Northern Transvaal. [Enowing that ths Governpr-Cameral
in Couneil would =1% at Copotomm On a gertaln dey, & represent-
ative of a certeln aawsnggx announced on the following day
thet the death sentence passed on van ¥yk had been confirmed,
wheress in faet the confirmetion or commmtation of the sen~
tence, owiag to preesure of other urgbnt maiters, had not
been discussed on that occasion and wae not dealt with un-
t41 the following week.

An instance of incorrect infersnce or "drawing
the long bow" way serve to emphasise the dangers which lie
in the growing practice of not sticking strictly to focts.
Mr. Arthur Barxlow, politicel correspondent of the "Rand Daily
Mail® arotgiaﬂx undarstand that General Smuts will personally
lead an attack on MHr.Pirow on acconnt of that gentlemants
hasdling of the Police foroe, and that Colonel 8ir Theodors
Truter, thae late Commissioner of Police, ig voming specially
to Capetown, to supply the Leader of the Opposition with
powder and shot®. On the ssme afternoon, the "Pretoria News"
publiched an interview with Sir Theodore Truter, who emphati-
cally denied that he was going $o Capetown specially *to
provide powder aud shot! to Genersl Seuts for an attack on

ir./
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#r., Pirow's handiing of the Police Force. *If I g0 to Cape-
town 1 shall ceztainly not go with the intention aceribed by
- Hr. Barlow, sir Theodore Truter stated.
Hention was made earlior in this chapter
{page )4D.) of the use wade in newepacers of private ocof
versations., A gpecific inotance of this occurred in conneg.-
tion with the return of the Springbok ericketers from & Tour
of Ingland in Jamsnyy, 1031. A wired rerort from Capetowmn,
purporting 0 be an intorview with the Springbok captain, Hr..
Deans, snd published %a&ggg read as followe ¢

"astonishingly frank siatements were made by
H.G.Deane whon he gave to an luterviewer his
impressions of the second Test matoh.

*0h for a Denye Horkel or an Owen fmith?,
said Deane when referring to the fouth
Africen Plelding. He talked of migfields

and %wnaxa&vaaaﬂknaaa, and snoke rather
pointedly of the pleasure of coptaining o
tean willing to work hard for overy advantage.

®¥hen pome of your men aye working balf-heoariedly
your respongibiiities beoome tremondous®, sald

Deane. "Glackness oo easily snreads throughout
2h§i%§ aﬁd you must keep spurring them on all

’m5¢

%hen Hr. Deang arrived in Johanneshurpg from
the Cape he accounted for the ”ggtﬁn&anxn@&y frank statenentg”
in the following unequivocsl Serngt

“The interview froa Cacetown which appeared in
youy paper vag 6 proge digtortion of & personal
converpation with the reporter, following en
interview I had given him in connection with
the ¥nplich crxiticinm of the M.C.C. pide. At
the time I wae fraankly disappointed with oup
fielding, which was far Below the standard the
toam vas capable of, and I distinetly recnll
mentioning that I oyself wes one of the worat
culprite. As fox sighing for Morkel or Cwen
Smith, to do so would be a roflection on the
alde. The reporter remarksd that I could have
done with dorkel and vmeneimith, and I replled
"they would have been ugeful in the field®.

it ig to the gredit of the newspenelds publishe

ing the first mensape that they gave equal prominence %u%h )
) g};]

219. spreotoria Hews", Jumery lst, 1931,
3320, spretoris Yewe®, Juruary 8th, 1R35).,
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the repudiation. That wae the lesot that could have been
done 4o meke amends for this lapse from praoe and breach of

confidence.

Attention wap drawn ggxa eontributoy oigning

himeelf "E.H." in the "Eatal #itness” %0 & "crib” by a
London newepaper of an article submitted by him for publioca-
tion and returnsd "wiih the Editor's regretn®. In his own

words,

I recently submitted t0 & London daily an
article on the industrial menance coming

from the Par Fast, quoting original flpures
and prices of compotitive articles munufdow
tured in Britsin, America and Jupen. Three
woeks later I noticed a cabled report in our
1o0al press giving on sccount of & sensational
news item gppearing in the *ually Mail® drawing
attention o & new menance %t Britich induetry,
and cquoting verbatin the fipures ani facis

I had given in my article®.

"By this last Pnglish mall I received my 88,
back from the editor of the “Lally Hail® with

& polite note! The editor's complimenta, but
he ropretted his insbility to uce the nrsi

ale,

and by the same mall, o copy of his newspaper
in which the article bo had been unable o use
had been oribbed and worked wp into 3 senso~
tional newe item filling vaivable spove.

*#e all know the beanty secyets of our proninent
sctresves, and the opinions on every subject
under the sun of Charlie Chaplin and many other
gelebritios and nonentities in the theatrical,
political and svorting world. Bub thelyr oupert-
ness in their respootive professions does not
necesserily give their opinions on motters oute
side ibese, any walght. Yet such people are
paid febulous prices for articles either dlotuted
or written, while the struggling and unknown
writer and plain John Citisen bae his articles,
ideas and correcpondence ruthlescly cribbed.®

The writer of this thesic bas not hesard, during

his more than five yoars of newspaper experience, of any othey
ingident of this nature and the reply of the Editor of the
Hatol Witnese" $o YE.H.% i a foir statesent of the position,
The Editor wrote:!

"oy /
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"Gur correspondent seems $o have been very
unfortunnte, It iz celdom thot ony eave
very small and obscure newspapeys "cribt

from oontributors -~ when they do "grib®

they crid froa the other and better newenepers.
*The payment of substuntial fecs to celebritiecs
and nsotorietiee for press articles on subjeots
wikh which thoy sre not funilisy ig, we agree,
& bad practice. Dut it has omly sen in
response to public demand. The public will
devour some triviality by an actress when it
will not look at the nost earneet effort of
piain John Suith?,

The allegation made by "H.H." thot such a
systen of "cribbing” exista msde 1% ilmperative that it should
be pentioned hers but the practice ic certainly not a gommon
ong, mch less o wniversal one, unless the ®cribs® me 0o
okilfully dispuieed as to be unveoopnisible from the original
waterial from which the "orib® is alleged to have originated.
It is certalnly far more cumeon £0r one newopapeyr to"take
over® news items frowm other papers, cometimes with acknow-
ledpment end sometizmes without, and, although this form of
privasy is depreciated, 1% ic not particulsxly vicious in
ito nature in view of the fact that the newwpaper from which
the item wac *cribied® was *first with the newe™, which,
after all, ie one of the {irat objects of enterprising jour-
nalism.,

A further defect of the Prees is the inability
entirsly t0 recapture the atwmosphere of a weeting or fungtion,
with the repult that percons precont intercret the facts
reported in ths true light, but aisunderstandinge are likely
to arise in regayd to readers who wore not presont but who
have been dependent for their acquaintancecship with vhat
happensd upon Press reports. Thic defect is not intentiond

a8 each journalist interprets ovents and ocoasions as thay
appeal /
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arpaal 0 hin and constructions may be nrlaced upon his words

giving & mesning which he i< not intend to conwey. Thue
the ag%g&mta which follow are from a letter aprearing in the
gtax® , topether vith the Editor's torse and pointed comaent.

8ir, - One eould wish that the reporter pesrongible
for econdensing the account of Seturday'night's
dinner by the Catholig Men's Scoclety to the Gutholie
neubers 0f the 8.0.0.%eam had posseeced a 1ittle of
the *humorous vein® he wi@htlg credited to uy.dendyen,
and which wag egually dus t0 ths company present.
Jome extracis from the speoches ars not verbally
correct, othors lose thelr true semso by divorcement
from the context and the banter usual to a eporting
sccasion of that nature; the report as a whole,
especially with its healline, has been vead by umany,
to my personal knowleodpe, as & travesty of the say-
ings and doings of the evening.
Repecially does one resent the way in which Mx.
Turnbull'e resarks bhave been prasonted. He cer-
talnly eald, in eflect, what 3o atiributed to hin
about thelr loeing, but he addod the inportant
gualifying olanse %nat they, the U.¢.C, were alone
responsible for thelr defeat. Unfortunately, this
same clavse was omitted from the weport in saother
local paper. The bald reforence to "the three of
them ap *the nuoleus of a Cotholic colony in the
team' ¥ s sonseless as it stands.  He was roslly
ropeating & Joking reucrk, I ¢i2 not catoh whether
to or by hic late fether when bidding hinm what i
now known %0 bave been his last fzrevell, There
wag en obvious nota of emotion in his voice whon
%ﬁﬁ&&ﬁiﬂ% the joke. But the words as quoted
with their lack of setting, are nerely ﬁr&vi&i,
to say the least, _
U, ?&tﬁgaﬂﬁﬁﬁrﬁa raplied in humorous vein., He
wiched, he sald, that the wplirce had been R.O's
for then thers would have been no grumblings®.
I cannot vouch for the wording, but he said this
in ¢ffect, in hig usual) whiveical wmy, and as
*sulling the lege® of thase present, who weve all
Cotholice (except probably the reporvtor and the
restaurant gtaff). The pity 1¢ that ir,Rendrenls
ocoular words were not punctuated in the renort by
he leughter which followed bt were, instead,
transleted into the heavy type headline, "Wished
the Umpires had been R.C's*.  That introduciion,
together with the other referances 1ifted out of
their context and surroundinge, bas left o very
rainful feeling with pexbers who mere nresont
and heawd all that was sald.
Sened) E. L, Jomes
{A function of this kind is best held in private.
It is nlmost lupogaible to do,justice 0 *hunore
ous speeches® in a brief vepors. ).

The solution which the Zditor ougpests would
certainly/
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cortainly obviate the difficulties which sye likely %0
ariee in shis conneotion, though 1t 4o doudbtful whether the
Cat holic Mem'a Boclety would have been content 0 such an
auspicioue cocorgion to po unveported.

A denlorsble corollary vhich the aoute cowpe-
tition among newopapers, with its attendunt beneficial yesults
in speeding ur news, brightening productions, and encouraging
enterprise, has brought with it is the "slanging®™ of one nows-
paper by another, while the gpivit prevalling among journa-
liata of rival newspaners 13, with vary few ¢
friendly one, thope who pit in the atente of the aighty soe
T4t to wash thelr dirty linen In public end to toke thelr
rivalg to task vhonever 4t 43 thought that a point con be
scored in this wey Many of thess sttacks are 20liticelly~
ingpired, but there sre slso pumerous instances vhere vicls
of vituperation have boen piured by one nevapaper upon ancther

meaptions a

without politice entoring into the amatlier in any way. This
tondaney is pazticularly marked in 4merios and probably
reached it pesk during the Hoarsb--Dulitzer feud.

*In 1806 the journsl (one of Hearat's papers)
soanired a press capedle of printing from four 0 nixteen
pogos all in colours, "sosething that bhad nsver before been
attompied®. The "sSunday Journal"® added an eipght page oolourw
ed supplenent - "plght pages of iridescent polychromcus
sffulpence that makes the ratinbow look like & lead-pipe®, and
ensered at "The World" comic supplement as "black and tan®
fweak wishy-washy®, four pages of a "dosolate wagte of bﬁgk“‘
fghen in 1807 Hearst bought the tottering

"Horning/
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gorning Advertiser® he accused thenviueld of deliberately
plotting to keep the Joursal ouk of the Agcociated Presc
and denounged Pullitzer as “a journalist who mede his money
by pandering to the worst tastes of the prurient and horror-
loving by dealing in bopus news, such as furped cablegrams
from eminent peorsonsyges, and by affecting a devotion to the
Anteresta of the people while nover reslly burting those of
hie encuies, and sedulously looking out for his ownd,

#The ‘tew York Tribune' in the spring of
1018 ran 4 series of militantly bitter adtaocke entitled
tCodled in the FMlay, Lesrs-a-s-g«8%. The Teribune oited
Chapter and verse %o prove Hearst cold &n loynlty: *3ince
the United Stdes entered the war the Hourst papers hove pubDe
liched 74 attacks on ouy Allies, 17 instances of defence or
praise of Germany, 63 pileses of antl-may propagenda, one
deletion of a Presidential nroclamation-«totel 155, or nearky
three a week, while America hae besn envaped in g life and
death sirugpgle with civilisation's onomy®.

“The Hoarst counter-atinck sas pwifé. The

"rribunet was bitterly demounced as a corporation oygen.
& Pzophlet *Diotorted Quotations from the learet paner, @
casmpaign of Maleshond” was fesued, ascertingt *The attack
upon the iloaret papers @ae carried on by the cirouldtion of
pamphliaets oonk dning faloe, digtorted, or diejointed quow
tations froa tho Hearset pepers. Host of the popers sbout
the course in the war are bald faleehoods.... & few sinoere,
surnest, well-asaning persons bhave been deceived by theoe
counterfelt presontnonts of learnt's aditoriale. The casm=-
raipn of calumay sl misrepresentation has pot ispresced oy
affected the great maos of nowongper roadera®.

sGovernor Smith delivered an address that wae

& /
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a nagterpliece of invective. iHe denounced Heavst as &

*nostilence that walks in the dark®, and sg “enemy of the

paople®, and acked the organisation of & nonwnartisan gommittee

40 protect public servants and oitizens generally from his

irresponaible methods of misrepreventation and slander,
*applying o moral meapuring rod to Hearst,

Viliard sald @ ®He has done more t0 deprade the ‘merdaan

Press than anyone elge in ite bistory. He hee fsught sany

& goud batile, but in all, his offorte have boen tqrniszhed

by self-interest, self-seeking and by arouping &= the never

failing and Justified sus iecion of hie ecingority®.

Althouph vilifiestion hzo at no time gone to
such extremes in S@uzhgggriﬁ&ﬁ Journaliem, the nos-defunct
*"Ong Vadeyrland® wefewwEﬁAta % Ale Hoopgte", & weekly newg-
paner lassued in Pretoria hy the South Africen Porty for prow-
poaganda purponegs, as “@@@gﬁ%@%&ﬁg with £41th" {vuilnie-oorloon )
wiille dthe “Rand Taily M&&ig made the otatenent that "Nobody
reads and nobody heeds the Afrikesans Preesn®. Thie statenent
led to a flubtter in the dove-scote as §t mas felt that sdvere
tising in the Afrikseng Precs vould be affscted by such 2
gtetonant. The Pretoris Broanch of thg south Africen soeoieby
of Journnlistey passed & regolution to the offect that:

UThis meoting of tha rretoris Branch of the
8.4.5.J. deprecates the alur coot upon the
Afxikaons Freps in & leading article in the
Rand Dally Mall on Marech 3G, 1971, and ro-
guests the Councill $o diseociate Stsclf
publicly and without dolay with the zentl-
ments esproessed in the article in cueotisn?,

Coaneil renlled #ith the following ovasive
rosolution ¢

*That %he Ceneral Secretary be instructed to
infora the Pretoria Rranch of the £,4.8.4J.
(1) in reply %0 & question raised in regard
to a reference in 2 lealing article to the

Afrikaans Press, that the (ouneil le not and
never /
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never can be responsible for expressions of
oninion in leading articles, and (2) that the
Pretoria Branch i at liberity %o publish in The
Journaliat the original rosoluition on the subject,
together with the Councll's r&lgggﬁﬂ
and it was not until the Anmual Conference that the matter
was finally disposed of.

Thege, then, are among some of the more notice-
able and pronounced defects of the modern Press. In how far
they are ingrained and ineradiecsble, whether means may be
devised to effect an iamprovement in the pgeneral position,
and to obwviate the temporary lapses causged by ambition, en-
thusisnem, and the "desire %o shine® through sxphasis on the
necessity for a high ethiocal tane in the newaspaper world,
will be considered in the congluding chapder when precent
indications of the poseible future development of newspapers

will be a&nalyned.

328.Held in Jobanmmesburg in January, 1932,
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