
1

1

THE RISE OF THE BLACK  PEOPLE
©©  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  ooff  PPrreettoorriiaa  

 

 
 
 



2

THE RISE OF THE BLACK PEOPLE:UKUVUKA KWABANTU ABASUNDU  

BY: MBONGISENI EMMANUEL NATHI NKAMBULE

DISSERTATION SUBMITTED IN PARTIAL FULFILMENT OF THE 
REQUIREMENTS FOR THE DEGREE

MASTER OF ARCHITECTURE (PROFESSIONAL)

IN THE FACULTY OF ENGINEERING, BUILT ENVIRONMENT & IT 

AT THE UNIVERSITY OF PRETORIA

STUDY LEADER:GARY WHITE 

CO-STUDY LEADER: DR AMIRA OSMAN

NOVEMBER 2008

1.Coal worker at Nancefield

railway station [1978].

 
 
 



3

THE RISE OF THE BLACK PEOPLE ABANTU ABASUNDU BAYAVUKA

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

First of all I would like to thank Dr Amira Osman for convincing 
me to complete my studies early this year [2008] when situations
advised me to quit. She also assisted with the NRF student bursary 
to finance my studies. Therefore, this research was sponsored by
NRF as part of H-UE project “cultural and technological exchange”
partnering with small scale local construction enterprises. This
bursary inspired the direction of my research and project because 
it helped me to question many things about being a Black African. 
Dr Osman helped me confirm my convictions and dreams for this 
continent of ours, a continent of great men and women, heroes and 
heroins, filled with enriching minerals and humble humanity. For 
the first time after many years, I loved to be who I am, a Black
African. I have never been to other continents but Africa, and yet 
I still see a great future for my people, the people of colour and 
clans, I envy to be in no other continent but the great Africa.

Secondly I would like to sincerely thank KWP ARCHITECTS, 
especially Dr PT Vosloo for making it possible for me to enrol and 
finance many things for my studies. These are some of the 
individuals that contributed to my studies. Not forgetting the 
financial support of the University of Pretoria in the form of the 
UP Post-graduate Bursary.

Thirdly, I would like to thank the Department of Architecture 
lecturers in the University of Pretoria. Above all, I would like
to thank Gary White my study leader who realised our differences
and took advantage of it. When others hailed threats on me he 
hailed hope and trust on me. Water is precious to a thirsty soul
whilst fire is relieving to a very cold body. Gary was that water 
to me when I was thirsty for trust and that fire when I stupidly
threw myself in cold dirty water.

The Black Africans

The people of colour

Abantu abasundu

 
 
 



4

THE RISE OF THE BLACK PEOPLE ABANTU ABAMNYAMA BAYAVUKA

Finally I would like to thank all the Black African architecture students 
those still studying and those who left after completing their studies. I 
begin with Chumani Nxiweni who founded my architectural journey from my 
first year [2003]. Absalom Molobe, Mandla Bhukwana, Ernest Mahlangu, Abel 
Mosweu, to mention a few. They were open to discuss things that make us 
worship and praise Mvelinchati for being Black Africans. Our ancestors 
left a hidden fear in us for being Black Africans. They made us feel we 
are not complete human beings if we fail to master the European culture. 
Thank God the Light has risen upon us, now we know we were predestined 
and purposed to show forth His glory here on earth. We all came to this 
common revelation which we will never betray until we entrust it to our 
able children and children’s children.

God the creator of Black Africans so loved us
He gave us a skin that stands the heat of Africa
Somandla gave us a sense of humour that enlightens our faces
Numerous rivers that gladden our beloved Africa
Tough muscles to climb her mountains and fight her enemies
The Nguni cattle to plough the African soil
And a big heart to welcome the strangers that invaded Africans
Thank God we are Black Africans
Born amongst the greatest people of Africa
Born free so that we can free many bound
This is our calling bafowethu
This is why we are Black Africans 
Vuka Afrika!  Vukani maAfrikans!

Mbongiseni Emmanuel Nathi Nkambule
Department of Architecture, University of Pretoria
November 2008

The people shall rise again

The people shall rule again

The people shall read again
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Ayivuke iAfrika

Abavuke abantu beAfrika

Asivukeni maAfrikans
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