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OPSOMMING

DIE VERNUWINGSKERKE VANUIT BAPTISTE AGTERGROND EN
HULLE ROL IN PRETORIA EN OMGEWING : 'n KERKHISTORIESE
STUDIE

Pretoria is gestig as kerkplaas en het later die hoofsetel van die ou Zuid
Afrikaansche Republiek geword. Die gebied in en rondom Pretoria was
aanvanklik deur swartmense bewoon waar Mzilikazi dan ook 'n kraal op die
huidige Meintjieskop gehad het waar die Uniegebou vandag geleé is. Feitlik
elke bekende denominasie in Suid-Afrika se geskiedenis loop iewers deur
Pretoria en as administratiewe hoofstad van eers die Unie van Suid-Afrika en
die Republiek van Suid-Afrika en nog later die demokratiese Suid-Afrika is
Pretoria se geskiedenis nou verbind aan al die hoofstroom denominasies in
Suid-Afrika waaronder die Baptiste Kerk ingesiluit is.

Die moderne Baptiste Kerk het sy ontstaan in Engeland gehad waar dit langs
‘n Calvinistiese en Arminiaanse weg ontwikkel het. ‘n Kontinuiteit tussen die
Calvinistiese deel of die sogenaamde “Particular Baptists” en die Anabaptiste
word deur resente navorsing uitgewys. Die Baptiste Kerk het intussen ook
na die V.S.A. versprei waar dit vandag een van die grootste Protestantse

denominasies is.

Die Baptiste Kerk kom via die Britse setlaars van 1820 en die Duitse setlaars
na Suid-Afrika en uiteindelik ook na Pretoria waar ‘n gemeente in 1889 gestig
word. ‘n Noue verband tussen C H Spurgeon en die Baptiste Kerk in Suid-
Afrika bestaan op verskeie terreine.

Jan Hendrk Hofmeyr die regterhand van die eertydse Eerste Minister Geni.
J C Smuts was ‘n lid van die Baptiste Kerk in Pretoria en word een van die
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vroegste Christelike anti-apartheidstemme in Suid-Afrika. Dit vind later
weerklank in verskeie vernuwingskerke.

Die Charismatiese beweging begin wéreldwyd in tradisionele kerke waar
mense die gawes van die Heilige Gees beoefen in kerke wat dit nog nooit
gedoen het nie. Die beweging kom ook na Suid-Afrika en na Pretoria waar
die “Hatfield Baptist Church” een van die bekendste vernuwingskerke in
Suid-Afrika word. Onder Pastor Ed Roebert groei die kerk tussen 1962 en
1997 van 126 tot ongeveer 6 000 lidmate. Hatfield verlaat die Baptiste Unie
in 1984. Hierdie vernuwingskerke sou uiteindelik geen onbeduidende rol op
kerk, teologie en samelewing in die Pretoria-konteks uitoefen nie.

Uit Hatfield ontstaan vier vernuwingskerke, naamlik die Lewende Woord
gemeente met Neville Norden as pastor, “Grace Baptist Church” met Samson
Monageng as pastor, “Manna Ministries” met Allan Watt as pastor en die Deo
Gloria Baptiste Kerk met Joep de Wit as pastor. ‘n Uitbreidingswerk van
“Grace Baptist Church” is in ‘n plakkerskamp opgerig.

Vernuwingskerke wat binne die Baptiste Unie los van Hatfield ontstaan het,
behels die “Mabopane Central Baptist Church” met Reuben Mamatsinya as
pastor, die “Mount Carmel Baptist Church” met George Mataboge as pastor,
die “Siloam Baptist Church” met Johannes Mashaba as pastor en die
“Laudium Baptist Church” met Chin Reddy as pastor.

Verskeie van die swart pastors het baie gely onder die apartheidsregime en
een het selfs in aanhouding as gevolg van politieke bedrywighede in die tronk
die Bybel vir die eerste keer begin lees. Die vernuwingskerke vanuit Baptiste
agtergrond is baie aktief in hulle sosiale omgewings.

Al die vernuwingsgemeentes funksioneer op Baptiste beginsels en die gawes
van die Heilige Gees word op gebalanseerde wyse geleer en beoefen. Ook

verskeie leerstellinge waaronder heiligmaking en soteriologiese en



-

W UNIVERSITEIT VAN PRETORIA
0 UNIVERSITY OF PRETORIA
Qo

YUNIBESITHI YA PRETORIA

4

eskatologiese sieninge is ondersoek asook moontlike bande met die
sogenaamde “Toronto Blessing”. ‘n Duidelike onderskeid bestaan in hulle
leer oor die Heilige Gees teenoor die van tradisionele Pinksterkerke. Die
spreek in vreemde tale word nie as dié teken van die vervulling met die

Heilige Gees gesien nie.

Die toekoms van die Baptiste Kerk in Suid-Afrika sal grootliks bepaal word
deur die vernuwingsgesinde gemeentes. Hierdie vernuwingsgesinde
gemeentes is vernuwingsgesind nie alleen in ‘n teologiese sin nie, maar ook

in ‘n kulturele sin.

g i . R WL . - f N FYT
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SUMMARY

THE RENEWAL CHURCHES FROM A BAPTIST BACKGROUND AND
THEIR ROLE IN PRETORIA AND THE PRETORIA REGION: A
CHURCH HISTORICAL STUDY

Pretoria was founded as a church farm and later became the capital of the
old South African Republic. Black people first occupied the area in and
around Pretoria where Mzilikazi had a kraal on Meintjieskop where the Union
Building is situated today. Almost every mainline denomination in South
Africa’s history is connected with Pretoria and as the administrative capital
of the former Union of South Africa and Republic of South Africa and the
current democratic South Africa Pretoria’s history is closely related to the
mainline denominations, which includes the Baptist Church.

The modern Baptist church had its origin in England where it developed
along a Calvinistic and Arminian line. Continuity between the Calvinistic
segment or the so-called Particular Baptist and the Anabaptist movement is
pointed out by recent research. The Baptist church also spread to the USA
where it presently is one of the largest protestant denominations.

The Baptist church came to South Africa via the 1820 British Settlers
followed by the German Settlers. A congregation was started in 1889 in
Pretoria. A close relationship existed between C H Spurgeon and the Baptist
Church in South Africa.

Jan Hendrik Hofmeyr the deputy of a former Prime Minister Genl. J C Smuts
was a mermnber of the Baptist church in Pretoria and is regarded as one of the
earliest Christian anti-apartheid voices in South Africa. Some of his views
were later found in many of the renewal churches.

The Charismatic movement started all over the world in traditional churches
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where people exercised the gifts of the Holy Spirit in churches who never
believed in the operation of the gifts of the Holy Spirit. The movement came
to South Africa and also to Pretoria where the Hatfield Baptist Church
became one of the most well known churches in the renewal in South Africa.
Under pastor Ed Roebert the church grew from 126 members in 1962 to
roundabout 6 000 members in 1997. Hatfield left the Baptist Union in 1984.
Eventually these renewal churches played a very important role in the church,
theology and the society as a whole in the Pretoria context.

Out of Hatfield four new renewal churches started, the Living Word
Congregation with Neville Norden as pastor, the Grace Baptist Church with
Samson Monageng as pastor, Manna Ministries with Alan Watt as pastor and
the Deo Gloria Baptist Church with Joep de Wit as pastor. The extension
work of Grace Baptist Church is situated in a squatter camp.

Renewal churches that started within the Baptist Union and not under the
direct influence of Hatfield consisted of the Mabopane Central Baptist Church
with Reuben Mamatsinya as pastor, the Mount Carmel Baptist Church with
George Mataboge as pastor, the Siloam Baptist Church with Johannes
Mashaba as pastor and the Laudium Baptist Church with Chin Reddy as
pastor.

Several of the black pastors suffered a lot under the apartheid regime and
one who was jailed for political activities for the first time in his life started to
read the Bible while he was jailed. The renewal churches from a Baptist
background are in the meantime very active in their social environments.

All the renewal congregations function on Baptist principals and the gifts of
the Holy Spirit is taught and practised in a balanced way. Several doctrines
like sanctification and soteriology and eschatological views were researched
as well as possible links to the so-called Toronto blessing. A clear distinction
consists in their doctrine concerning the Holy Spirit as against that of the
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traditional Pentecostal churches. Speaking in tongues is not regarded as the
sign of the infilling of the Holy Spirit.

The renewal churches will largely determine the future of the Baptist Church
in South Africa. These churches are not only renewal churches in the
theological sense but also in a cultural sense.
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