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John Yuen
Block 516, Serangoon Nth Ave 4
#08-244
Singapore, 550516
Tel: 483-4509 (Home) 9789-2414 (Hand Phone)

1 January 2001

My name is John Yuen and Iam a lecturer with the Singapore Bible College. At present, I am
on study leave, writing my PhD dissertation in the field of practical theology as an external
student of the University of Pretoria in South Africa. The topic of my research is on the
success culture in Singapore and its challenges to Christian men in building strong fiunilies.

As part of my research, Iam conducting an opinion poll among Christian men who are married
and have dependent children. The purpose of this is to gauge how these men perceive their
roles at work and at home in general. I have sought the assistance of your pastor, the Rev

, in conducting this opinion poll in your church, and you have been
identified as a potential respondent.

The information provided through the questionnaires will be presented in my dissertation, and
used to generate some suggestions as to how fumiIy men and the Church can help in building
strong Christian homes. Thus, your response to this opinion poll is very important to me not
only because it is a dissertational requirement, but more importantly, as an instrument to help
enhance Christian living and ministry.

Please be reassured that your response will be kept confidential, and no individual will be
identified by name in my dissertation. Completing the questionnaire should take no more than
15 minutes. I very much appreciate your completing and returning the questionnaire by 31
January 2001, using the postage-paid envelope attached.

John Yuen, PhD Student
Faculty of Theology
University of Pretoria
South Africa

 
 
 



QUESTIONNAIRE
(For Married Christian Men with Dependent Children)

Please tick in the appropriate n.
Own Occupation:o Professionalffechnicalo BusinesslFinancialo AdministrativelManagerialo Educationalo Clericalo Others (please specify): __

Wife's Occupation:
[] ProfessionaVrechnical
[] BusinesslFinancial
[] AdministrativelManagerial
[] Educational
[] Clerical
[] Others (please specify): __

Own Highest Education:o Secondary/cO' Levels
[] Pre-University/' A' Levelso Polytechnic
[] University/Professional Qualification
[] Others (please specify): __

Wife's Highest Education:
[] Secondary/cO' Levels
[] Pre-University/' A' Levels
[] Polytechnic
[] University/Professional Qualification
[] Others (please specify): __

ease choose an c .vour most pre erre resoc:nse or eac o t e statements.
Statement Agree Agree Neutral Disagree Disagree

Stron~ly Strongly
1. I compete with others so that I can stay ahead
of them.
2. I compete with others so that I can bring out the
best in mygelt:
3. I measure achievement in terms of getting the
desired results.
4. I measure achievement in terms of experiencing
the satisfilction of having tried hard.
5. I work hard at providing well for my filmily so
that they can be materially comfortable.
6. I work hard at relating closely with my filmily
members.
7. I expect my filmily members to be
understanding when work takes me away from
them.
8. I enjoy doing things with my filmily more than
doing thingS for them.
9. I filil as a man if I cannot be the sole
breadwinner in my filmily.
10. I lead my filmily by sharing substantially in
home responsibilities.
11. I filil as a man if I have integrity of character
but no influence of control.
12. I lead my filmily by listening to their views
before makin~ decisions that will affect our home.
Please use attached envelope to return completed questionnaire by 31 January 2001 to John Yuen at:

Block 516, Serangoon Nth Ave 4, #08-244, Singapore, 550516.

 
 
 



Name of conversational partner: _
Age: __
Education: _
Occupation: _
No. of years working: ~
No. of years married: __
WIfe's education: _
Wlfe's occupation: _
No'! Ages of children: _
Contact no.: _
Date of conversation: _

Research Topic:
The success culture in Singapore and its challenges to Christian men in building strong families

A. Main question: From your working experiences over the years, what has it
been like working in Singapore?

A. Main question: As.a Christian, what does male headship in the family mean to
you?

 
 
 



Name of conversational partner: _
Age: __
Education: ----Occupation: _
No. of years working: __
No. of years married: __
WIfe's education: ----WIfe's occupation: _
No.lAges of children: _
Contact no.: ----
Date of conversation:

Research Topic:
The success culture in Singapore and its challenges to Christian men in building strong families

A. Main question: Could you share some stories about the 'ups and downs'
in your working life all these years?

A Main question: If need be, would you be honest enough to tell your boss that
your fumily needs you more than your work? What struggles have you gone
through in this regard?

A Main question: Yours is a dual-income fumily. How has this arrangement
affected the roles and relationships in your family life?

2. How husband's headship and wife's submission is understood and
practised in such an arrangement

 
 
 



Name of conversational partner: _
Age: __
Education: _
Occupation: _
No. of years working: __
No. of years married: __
WIfe's education: _
WIfe's occupation: _
No.1Ages of children: _
Contact no.: ----
Date of conversation:

Research Topic:
The success culture in Singapore and its challenges to Christian men in building strong fiunilies

A. Main question: What is more needed for you to do well in the workplace -
competing with others or cooperating with them? Why so?

A. Main question: What have been your struggles as the family breadwinner in
relation to your roles and responsibilties at home?

A. Main question: How have your Christian beliefs affected the way you deal with
work -fiunily conflicts?

 
 
 



Name of conversational partner: _
Age: __
Education: _
Occupation: _
No.ofyearsworkmg: __
No. of years married: __
Wile's education: ----Wile's occupation: _
No.lAges of children: _
Contact no.: _
Date of conversation:

Research Topic:
The success culture in Singapore and its challenges to Christian men in building strong families

A. Main question: Yours is a single-income family. What are your experiences
like with the pros and cons of this arrangement in relation to your family life?

A. Main question: How do you feel about your family life, and what would you
like to see happen to it?

 
 
 



Name of conversational partner: _
Age: __
Education: ----Occupation: _
No. of years working: __
No. of years married: __
Wife's education: _
WIfe's occupation: _
No.lAges of children: _
Contact no.: _
Date of conversation: _

Research Topic:
The success culture in Singapore and its challenges to Christian men in building $ong families

A. Main question: In wanting to do well in your career, what have been your
experiences like with some hard realities in the workplace?

A. Main question: How have work demands affected your involvement in fiunily
life?

A. Main question: Yours is a dual-income family. How has this arrangement
further affected fiunily relationships?
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Singapore's Success Culture
and Its Challenges to Christian Men
in Building Strong Families

.To critically correlate insights from the nonnative Christian sources and other
disciplines so as to formulate a pastoral counsel on building strong fiunilies for
Christian men in Singapore as they live out their faith and interact with others
in a success-oriented society.

- Expose the filJse belief that homemaking should not be a masculine
responsibility, and to challenge Christian men in Singapore to lead their fiunilies
as God-honouring husbands and :6lthers in a materialistic and success-oriented
society.

- Help the Church in Singapore in the ministry of building strong Christian
:6lmiliesSO that a good witness can be presented before a highly secu1arised
society.

- Nurture professionalism in the ministry by formulating a pastoral guide with
which those in Christian full-time vocation or voluntary work can use to
effectively care and counsel Clnistian men with troubled fiunily lives.

 
 
 



n. He works hard so as to develop to his best potential and to provide well for
his fiunilymaterially.

ill. He often has little time to bond with his fiunily relationally unless he makes a
deh"berateeffort to do so.

iv. He does not equate male headship with sole leadership at home. Hence, he
shares or delegates family responsibilities, including that of breadwinning,
housekeeping and parenting.

v. He discusses rather than dictates decisions related to major family concerns.
Hence, he is pragmatic enough to seek and adopt alternatives that are most
beneficial to the family. These include choosing options like dual-income, child
care centre, maid and grandparent to meet the breadwinning, child caring and
housekeeping needs of the home.

i. Work hard so as to earn enough to turn limited time and energy into actual
pro-family events.

iii. Enhance pro-family filcilities and services by establishing, giving and
volunteering more.

iv. Emphasise fiunily life education in the Christian faith in order to advance it
in the Church, home, workplace and society at large.

v. Be prepared to do that which honours Christ even if it means losing 'filce',
beginning at home.
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