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SUMMARY 

Ps 118 represents a “Dankfestliturgie” and is the climax of the so-called 

“Egyptian Hallel” (Pss 113-118). In the Jewish tradition, Ps 118 was used 

liturgically and eschatologically. Ps 118 is also found in the NT (the Synoptic 

Gospels, John, Acts, the Pauline Epistles, the General Epistles and Revelation), 

as well as in the Gospel of Thomas and the Church Fathers (Barnabas and 1 

Clement). 

 

The Synoptic writers concentrate their attention on Ps 118:22-23 and Ps 118:25-

26. The Ps 118:22-23 citation follows the Greek text of Ps 117 (LXX) word by 

word and is applied christologically in its new context. By means of the Psalm 

quotation, Jesus is identified as Isaiah’s Suffering Servant who brings the New 

Exodus to his people and the kefalh.n gwni,aj which will build Isaiah’s 

eschatological New Temple, the messianic Israel, through his suffering and 

vindication (Mk 12:10-11 par.). Unlike Ps 118 (117 LXX):22-23, the citation from 

Ps 118 (117 LXX):25-26 gets various twists, but is also reinterpreted 

christologically (Mk 11:9 par.). Here, Jesus is described as the messianic king 

who comes to lead Isaiah’s New Exodus.  

 

Compared with the Synoptics, which focus on a few verses of Ps 118 (117 LXX) 

(vv 22-23, 25-26), the fourth Gospel employs Ps 118 (117 LXX) on a broader 

scale (vv 5, 10-12, 19-20, 21, 24, 25-26). John cites Ps 118 (117 LXX) only once 

in Jn 12:13 and gives his own theological colouring by inserting the phrase, “the 

king of Israel” into the original context. Through the title which forms an inclusio 

with Nathanael’s confession (Jn 1:49) at the introduction of the Gospel, the 

phrase “the coming one” and the quotation from Zch 9:9, here, John describes 

Jesus as the messianic king who enters Jerusalem to bring the New Exodus to 

his people.  

   

Since the Pauline literature does not quote Ps 118 explicitly, but it alludes to the 
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stone text of Ps 118 (117 LXX):22 at least twice (Rm 9:31-32 and Eph 2:20), 

and applies “the stone” to “Christ,” it seems that there is an underlying 

possibility of the New Exodus Motif in Paul’s use of Ps 118. 

 

In Hebrews, Ps 118(117 LXX) is quoted in relation with the Jewish feasts, i.e. 

the Sabbatical Year, the Tabernacles and the Passover which all are closely 

associated with the Exodus and New Exodus Motifs. Here the writer applies the 

words quoted from Ps 118 (117 LXX):6 to the new context. Originally Ps 118:6 

expressed Yahweh’s faithfulness in defeating Israel’s enemies in war, but now 

Hebrews uses it to urge trust in God’s financial and material providence.  

 

As many references from Is 53 in 1 Peter show, its focus is on Jesus Christ as 

the archetypal righteous sufferer who is both the Christians’ Saviour and 

Example. Accordingly, by using Ps 118 (117 LXX):22, which is sandwiched 

between two Isaianic quotations, 1 Peter seems to describe Jesus as Isaiah’s 

righteous servant whose task was to bring about the New Exodus to his church 

through his suffering and death.    

 

It, therefore, became clear during the course of this study that there is a close 

link between the quotations of Ps 118 (117 LXX) in the NT and the “New Exodus 

Motif.” 
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