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CONCEPTUAL CIVIC SQUARE PERSPECTIVE

Characterised by the articulated Church square linear axis. People movement occurs mainly on two perpendicular axii. Where the perpendicular axii intersect lies 

the centrally place water feature with orientation obelisk, and drinking fountains, and also the meeting junctions. The building on the left combined with the 

screen on the right contain the square and create the sense of enclosure.

The new buildings are scale-sensitive in relation to the existing Sir Herbert Baker building, thus mantaining its visual hierarchy.
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CONCEPTUAL UNCOVERED COURTYARD

The courtyard brings green space into the development. It is intentionally uncovered in order to capitalise on the moderate climate, and to offer the feeling of 

being trully in the outdoors. To the building it acts as a light well, thus keeping the enclosing facades well lit. 
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CONCEPTUAL MODEL

DEVELOPMENT MODEL

Initial development and articulation of movement routes, highlighted 

by the main spine and a single perpendicular secondary axis. The secondary 

axis connects the taxi rank to the proposed new bus terminus.

The progression sees the introduction of the second perpendicular 

secondary axis which connects the taxi rank to the Salvokop bridge,

and still maintaining the main spine.

The movement patterns start to become defi ned and legible. The 

previously existing parking on the square is removed altogether, and 

the square is reclaimed as a public space. The sunken garden is re-

moved and the square is set on two levels, namely the walkway, and 

square level. Public amenities are introduced by means of drinking 

fountains on the square, and public ablutions.
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CONCEPTUAL MODEL

DEVELOPMENT MODEL

The square orientation and main 

axis feeds off from the Paul Kruger 

street axis, creating a pedestrian 

continuation of the street.

Looking towards the city.

Maintaining and prioritising the main axis through a walkway.
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CONCEPTUAL MODEL

DEVELOPMENT MODEL

Initially, a red concrete box covered the restaurant area overlooking the 

square. This feature becomes a prominent element that visually attracts 

people towards the restaurant space, and creates a lively intervention on 

the facade.

The red concrete box evolves in shape and doubles as walkway 

covering. A stark contrast is created by the introduction of purple 

coloured sections of the wall to further add liveliness to the facade.

UUnniivveerrssiittyy  ooff  PPrreettoorriiaa  eettdd,,  TTsshhoommbbee  MMXX  ((22000077))  



102

CONCEPTUAL MODEL

DEVELOPMENT MODEL

The initial location of the LED screen, along the main spine is illustrated. 

The screen is located such that it is fully visible from all the restaurants 

located on the fi rst fl oor and overlooking the square.

The relocation of the screen and the symmetrical positioning, in 

order to accommodate a wider viewing angle.
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CONCEPTUAL MODEL

DEVELOPMENT MODEL

North west aerial view

North west aerial view
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CONCEPTUAL MODEL

DEVELOPMENT MODEL

North east aerial view

North east aerial view
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4

CONCEPTUAL MODEL

DEVELOPMENT MODEL

South east aerial view

South east aerial view
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CONCEPTUAL MODEL

DEVELOPMENT MODEL

South west aerial view

South west aerial view
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4 DESIGN CONCEPT 4.2
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APPROACH TO TECHNICAL INVESTIGATION

The technical composition of the building attempts where possible to minimise the use 

of materials with a high embodied energy towards arriving at a sustainable building. 

The construction technology is relatively simple to accommodate low skilled labour in 

order to afford job opportunities during the construction period. Emphasis is placed on 

locally manufactured and available materials. Another consideration is the life-cycle 

costs, which are kept at a minimun through the employment of simple technology. The 

building capitalizes on passive climate control elements thus reducing the need for energy 

consuming climate control means. 

TECHNICAL INVESTIGATION 4.3
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NORTH EAST VIEW STRUCTURE MODEL
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NORTH WEST VIEW STRUCTURE MODEL
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SOUTH EAST VIEW STRUCTURE MODEL
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SOUTH WEST VIEW STRUCTURE MODEL
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VIEW 1 STRUCTURE MODEL
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TAXI RANK AREA STRUCTURE MODEL
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SOUTH BIRD’S EYE-VIEW STRUCTURE MODEL
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SOUTH WORM’S EYE-VIEW STRUCTURE MODEL
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LEVELS STRUCTURE MODEL
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STRUCTURAL COMPOSITION OF BASEMENT
STRUCTURAL COMPOSITION OF THE BUILDING

Reinforced concrete coffered slab

Reinforced concrete column

Reinforced concrete fl oor slab
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