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deaths in the concentration camps is given. The Peace of 
Vereeniging was a IIdreadfully bitter pillil to have to swallow 
(p.305). Lord de Villiers and especially President Steyn, the 
lIuncrowned kingll, are eulogised (p.314). The authors, being Free 
Staters, give more credit to Steyn than do most other authors. 

The Union, the authors point out, is an independent state which 
rules itself according to its own laws; it has its own flag 
IIwhich at our own national festivals waves in our clear skies ll . 

Kammeijer and van Rooijen acknowledge that while the Union flag 
was a compromise, it should be honoured, and if needs be, 
defended (p.359). 

The 1914 Rebellion is treated sympathetically: Germany was a 
traditionally friendly power with which the Union had no quarrel 
whatsoever (p.345). Jopie Fourie was a "true patriot ll

, whose last 
request that he be shot in hi s bi g Afri kaner heart is quoted 
(p.348). The victory of the Pact Government in 1924 is noted with 
satisfaction (p.35l). 

The 1 ast sub-sect; on, "Our Language ll
, deals wi th the hi story of 

the Afrikaans language and the rise of the language movements. 

Havi ng provi ded thei r readers wi th amp 1 e sources . of pri de in 
their past, the a~thors offer orientation for present challenges 
and the future of the country: the bi g prob lem faci ng South 
Afri ca was the search for a so 1 uti on lito the consti tuti ona 1 
position of the natives ll

• This is an accurate analysis for the 
period. South Africa with its wonderful climate, great natural 
beauty, fertile so;l and mineral wealth had great potential: II we 
love thi s country ••• because it is ours ". The fi rst verse of 
IIDie Stem ll

, (not yet the official anthem) ;s quoted. When we 
talk of our IIvolk" we are not referring to "creatures" like the 
Bushmen, Hottentots or Bantu, but to the Whites; South Africa is 
a IIWhite Manis Land ll

• In contrast to other colonies, the Whites 
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here had never mixed with the natives. Echoing Hertzog's brand of 
nationalism, the authors define "our people" as consisting of two 
nationalities: th~ Dutch and the Eriglish Afrikaners (pp.363-366). 

( h ) L i ndeque 

First a history master, later headmaster and eventually Inspector 
of Educati on in Johannesburg, L i ndeque became one of the best 
known writers of textbooks in South Africa this century. His many 
books, in both 1 anguages, were used for two decades or more 
throughout the country. 

Volume I treats of South African history between 1806 and 1872. 
The descriptions of the frontier wars, Slagters Nek, the 
missionaries etc., are largely conventional and contain nothing 
new. The emphasis on the place of the Great Trek in history is 
noteworthy. The re 1 i gi ous overtones to the treatment of thi s 
event are interesting: Sare 1 Ci 11 i ers was the "prophet" of the 

. Trek; "with God's help" the Matabele were repulsed at Vegkop 
(p.28); Cilliers, "pious man of God ll did not forget to thank God 
for His assistance in their hour of need (p.29); with God's help, 
the Wenkommando gained a victory ,at Blood River. It could not 
have been otherwi se for the "pi ous man of God", Ci 11; ers, had 
made a vow to God (p.38). 

Chapter XV deals with Civics: the Whites had power and influence 
over thei r non-Whi te subjects, and it was thei r duty to treat 
them with tact and sense. As a member of the British 
Commonwealth, South Africa had a duty to support the other 
members economically and militarily. Britain, having conquered 
South Africa in stages, had gradually surrendered its status as 
conqueror and recognized South Africa as an equal partner (pp. 
257-259). South Africa's newly gained dominion status is 
reflected here. 

Volume II continues with South African history from 1870 to 1926. 
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Lindeque writes from an Afrikaner perspective.' He calls the new 
thrust of British imperialism in the 1870's, 'liThe Strong Hand" 
(p.5). Although conditions in the Z.A.R. left much to be desired, 
they certainly did not justify the Annexation. Paul Kruger 
becomes an almost larger-than-1ife figure (pp. 6-7). 

The British reverses in the Zulu War are regarded with mild 
amusement: it was Che1mford ' s own fault for having ignored the 
well-intentioned military advice given by the Boers. The War of 
1880-81 is called the First War of Independence 
("Vryheidsoorlog"), while land disputes with the Bechuanas are 
called "Kaffir troubles on the Western boundary" (p.13). Warren, 
MacKenzi e and Rhodes are taken to task for thei r imperi ali st 
desi gns and for i nfl ami ng "raci al hatred",. Rhodes I s "underhand" 
dealings with Lobengula are criticised. The Z.A.R. and the 
Matabele are seen as. fellow victims of British "ambition" and 
"conniving" (p.20). 

The proble~s arising from the discovery of gold were exacerbated 
by two other "di sturbi ng factors II after 1885, i. e. the growi n9 
imperialist spirit of Rhodes, and the capitalist power of the 
imperi ali sts after the estab 1 i shment of De Beers Consoli dated 
(p.21). More than other writers before him, Lindeque makes much 
of the common link between Imperialism and Capitalism, the common 
goal of which he sees as the destruction of Kruger's government. 
Kruger faced these formidable forces with only his burghers and 
the rising national spirit throughout South Africa. Rhodes was 
in close contact with the Rand capitalists to bring about 
Kruger's downfall (p~25). 

Thi s accurate summary of the forces at work before 1899 would 
have been uncomfortable in the extreme for pro-British elements 
even in 1936, hence the bitter recriminations of the period. The 
Jameson Ra1 d was . hatched by the "imperi a 11 st money ki ngs and 
capita1ists" (p.27). After this "fiasco" Rhodes became a 
"declared enemy of the Afrikaner in South Africa". 
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The causes of the Anglo-Boer war are presented ina rather 
simplistic form: the desire to revenge the humiliation at Majuba; 
the "racial hatred" inflamed by the Uitlander question and 
British Imperialism casting its "greedy eyes" on the Transvaal 
(p.28). The British thought they could crush the Boers in a few 
months, but L i ndeque notes wi th pri de that instead it took two 
and a· half years and 250 000 troops. It was the Camps that 
forced the Boers to the negotiation table (p.30). Besides the 
27 000 Camp victims and physical destruction, the war left a 
legacy of bitterness and hatred (p.3l) •. A positive outcome was 
that "our nati ona 1 hi story was enri ched wi th dramati c epi sodes 
and famous, glorious national heroes. The chapter on the war ends 
with this eulogy: 

"They are our honour, our pride, the founders of our 
republics, the protectors of our nationality, the corner 
stones . of our independence and the defenders of our 
land ••• 11 

Among the most contentious issues facing the Botha cabinet were 
the "non-white question, En~lish-Afrikaans relations and the 
1 anguage issue (whi ch recei ves parti cul ar attenti on). In the 
clash between Botha and Hertzog, L i ndeque IS sympathi es are 
clearly with Hertzog, who "unashamedly put the interests of South 
Africa before those of the British Empire" (p.62). The 
establishment of the National Party and its success at the polls 
in 1924 are described with enthusiasm (p.64). 

It is interesting that Lindeque makes use of contemporary events, 
in thi s case ri ght up to the year of pub 1 i cati on, to score 
political points, even though the official syllabus only provided 
for hi story up to 1910. L i ndeque is greatly concerned wi th the 
lot of the poor Whites who had to compete with non-Whites.· The 
economic advancement of the Coloureds and Blacks was a distinct 
danger to the position of the poor White. Readers are reminded 
that the poor Whites lIare our own people and it would be 
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extreme ly unchari tab 1 e and unpatri oti c of us to look down on 
them II ( p • 87 ) • 

Gie 

Dr Gi e was secretary for Educati on for the Uni on, and also 
Professor of History at the University of Stellenbosch. 

Gie's textbooks, each over four hundred pages of fine print and 
very detai led, were actually meant for university study. They 
were perennials, having first been published in 1927. The 
particular volumes consulted were of the sixth impression of 
1955. Gie makes liberal use of sources and quotes, particularly 
those that support his own views. 

The preface to Part I, written in 1927, contains numerous clues 
to Gie's historical perspective, his sympathies and his political 
views, making a study of his actual text almost unnecessary. 
Accordi ng to him our knowl edge of the Bushmen, Hottentots and 
Bl acks is too· 1imi ted for us to be ab 1 e to reconstruct thei r 
past: in any case, lithe illiterate and barbarian masses of 
humanity are not the field of the historian"; this is typical of 
the Eurocentric approach to history at that time. 

The heroes of the past, IIwith their deeds still resounding like 
thunder II , make "our hearts beat faster" and "strengthen our 
resolve to serve our nation ll

• This was especially true of South 
Africa where civilization was often threatened, sometimes even to 
the point of a struggle for life and death, by "an almost 
unstoppable flood of savage heathendom". One can, therefore, 
understand why so much attention is given to "war and friction". 
The voices from our past bear witness to lithe struggle" and 
individual heroism, and may not be smothered. They teach us to 
love and serve SQuth Africa, which through their bravery, became 
"our countryl'. A 1 ongsi de these "mi ghty tones ", are "other softer 
whisperings of the unnamed ancestors·whose courage and holding 
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high of the honour of the White man" who made South Africa what 
it is. History should be inspiring and awaken enthusiasm. 

Book I describes IIhow the· torch of our civilization was lit and 
how it was passed from hand to hand over generations until it 
ill umi nated the coast of South Afri ca II. The Germani c peop 1 es 
lI un1ike the barbarian races of Africa ll

, displayed an 
extraordinary talent for higher development. A distinguishing 
feature was thei r nomadi c, freedom-l ovi ng habi ts II just 1 ike the 
Voortrekkers" (p.S). Gie also mentions the "great historical 
ca 11 i ng of the Afri kaner to move further and further into the 
interior with the rifle in one hand and the Bible in the other II 
(pp.27-28). 

At the "peace negotiations ll that ended the First Hottentot War in 
1660, lithe claim of the white man to a part of South Africa, and 
the right of the native to keep out of that part, was discussed 
in principle ll

; IISO (original emphasis) principally and 
fundamentally that it was decided for the rest of time ll

• The 
frontier could shift hundreds of miles to the east and north, but 
the same principles which applied to the Liesbeeck River would 
a 1 so apply to the Fi sh, the Tuge 1 a and the, Zambezi Ri vers. Gi e 
legitimates in this way the White man's claim to Southern Africa. 

The preface to Part II implores pupils to remain on South African 
soil IIfor it is here that we need their hearts and hands". This 
volume picks up where Part I left off, with the heading "Kaffir 
and Hottentot on the War Path", Bethel sdorp bei ng a "breedi ng 
ground" of all the vices. All the other conventional stereotypes 
and epithets are repeated here. Gie devotes 70 pages altogether 
to the Trek, bias by Qveremphasis. Cilliers is described as nan 
Old Testament prophet" under whose guidance "those present bound 
thei r chi 1 dren and the; r chi 1 dren ' s chi 1 dren ", in fact "the 
Afrikaans nation" before the Almighty (p.260). As the 10 000 
Zulus attacked at Blood River, "the future of civilization in a 
large part of South Africa ••• lay in the balance; and it is of 
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importance ••• that not on 1y the whi te man's weapons, but also 
his spiritual superiority, was decisive."(p.260). The fact that 
there was not one death on the Trekker side made the outcome 
appear "even more,supernatura1 11 (p.261). 

Majuba too is seen as a "miraculous victory" .. the Transva1ers 
were convinced that God had restored their freedom (p.359). The 
Anglo-Boer War was a IIwar of destruction" and a "war of 
extermination". The Boer's heroism commanded the "enthusiastic 
admiration of the world ll (p.421). The suffering had not been in 
vain: the Afrikaner nation came out of the crucible strengthened 
and rejuvenated. Today, Paul Kruger's statue gazes northward 
towards the Uni on Bui 1 di ngs - he woul d be sati sfi ed "that in the 
great fatherland of the Afri kaner nation ••• the 1 anguage and 
traditions of the Voortr,ekkers are held in esteem" (p.422). 

6. 3 Negative Presentation of the Non-White Peoples 

(a) Thieving propensities 

One of the earl i est and most endu~i ng of South Afri can master 
symbo 1 sis that of the' thi evi ng, p 1 underi ng Hottentots, Bushmen, 
Xhosa etc. Skinner describes how the Khoi "stole' colonial 
stock" (p.126), how the San attempted to halt White expansion "by 
stealing their stock" (p. 151), how the frontier farmers had to 
contend wi th the Bushmen and Xhosa who came to II stea 1 and 
plunder" (p.1Sl); time and again these "intrudersll invaded the 
colony to "ravage", "rob ll and "plunderll (pp. 1958, 192). Also 
the Basuto began to "rob" and "plunder" (p.241). 

Wi echers accuses the San of steal i ng cattle from other tri bes 
(p.130). Stock theft at the Cape "increased alarmingly" in van 
Riebeeck's time. The Khoi are blamed for this (p.165). In 1779 
the i nterna 1 stri fe among the Xhosa set off II stock-theft II and 

, "plundering" on the frontier (p.217). The farmers were not only 
exposed to the "thefts of the Bushmen", but also of the Xhosa who 
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"robbed" and Ip1undered" (p.229). 

Howes and Mande1brote write of the "plundering gangs" of 
"barbari ans II and thei r "depredati ons ", and the IIHottentot 
p1underers", "Hottentot thefts" and the "thefts of the vagrant 
Hottentots II (pp.142, 149, 150). In 1808 Ndlambels people 
launched "their usual cattle raids" and in 1813 the cattle raids 
recommenced. After 1820 both Dutch and British frontier farmers 
were victims of the Xhosa "thefts" and Ip1under" (pp.152, 209). 
The fertile plains west of the Ca1edon River were "constantly 
plundered and raided" by the Basuto (p.272). Cetshwayo too was 
guilty of "p1undering" farms on the Transvaal border (p.349). 

According to Fouche, the San were "prone to theft II (p.36). 
Bethe1sdorp became a "haven for thieves", resulting in "vagrancy" 
and "stock theft", while the Xhosa were "stea1ing and p1undering" 
to their hearts I content (p.153). The frontier farmers were 
"robbed of their last stock" by the Xhosa (p.220). Fouche states 
with conviction that the "majority of Hottentots were thieves" 
(p.269). 

Bau1 i ng (V) concurs that the Hottentots were "thi eves who stole 
whenever they got the chance". In the beginning they only took 
clothes, tobacco and such things, but soon they also began 
stealing the co10nists l catt1e" (pp.22, 30). The frontiersmen too 
had to suffer much from the "depredations of the Bushmen". 
Bau1ing (VI) agrees with Fouche that Bethe1sdorp was a "breeding 
place of evil and crime" (p.21). The result of Caledonls 1807 
Ordi nance was that the Khoi were "often gui 1 ty of theft II (p. 27) : 
IImost of them ll

, he alleges, were "dishonest" (p.53). Similarly 
the freed slaves moved about in gangs, often "robbing and 
p1undering" (p.47). 

Kammeijer and van Rooijen are no exception to the textbook 
writers of the period. On the young sett1ement ls northern 
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frontier, the "Bushmen-plague" "robbed", "stole" and "plundered" 
(p.126). Following the 1834 invasion by the Xhosa ("like a swarm 
of locusts"), the scales fell from D'Urban's eyes - "No, the 
ferocious Black robbers are dangerous villains, thieves and 
murderers rather than innocent children of nature" (p.195). 

(b) Physical appearance and filthy habits 

Wiechers describes the San as II dwarfs II , "yellowish in colour" 
(p.130). In a chapter entitled "A Strange People", Kammeijer 
and van Rooijen, are even less flattering their description of 
the "Bushmen": "0f their nose little more could be seen than two 
ho 1 es; the 1 ack of nose made thei r faces even ugl i er; thei r 
forehead was so flat and narrow that there could scarcely have 
been much room for brains; their heads were covered with pepper 
corns which they attempted to pUllout of one another's head when 
fighting" (p.l). The "Hottentots" were "neither attractive nor 
clean"; they rubbed themselves with fat to protect their skins 
from the bite of the vermin that lived in their "filthy 
karosses", "which they smeared with manure to look nice and dirty 
and smell strong" (p.94). Howes and Mandelbrote (III) also 
describe the Khoi as "dirty" (p.150). Bauling (V) too, views them 
as a "dirty", "ugly" nation (p.130). Fouche concedes that the 
"Kaffirs" are "a handsome people" "except for their colour" 
(p.l1). 

Lindeque (II) takes the Indians to task for what he considers 
their "fi lthy habits" (p.42). Because of their "dark skin 
colour" the White man is prejudiced against them, despite their 
"super inte11igence" (p.42). 

Stockenstrom, like Wiechers, regards the San as unintelligent: 
they were characteri sed by lithe small area in thei r skull s 1 eft 
for brains"; their skin colour was yel10wy brown, going over to 
"dirty yellow". The Khoi too was II any thing but clean on his 
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person", his huts and skins being "alive with vermin" (pp.442, 
448) • 

(c) Culture 

The earl i er authors were unanimous in thei r derogatory approach 
to the life-style, language, religious beliefs and morals of the 
indigenous peoples. 

The Khoi ,were "too lazy to work", according to Skinner, so slaves 
had to be imported (p.123). He notes disapprovingly that the San 
practi sed polygamy, and II ki 11 ed thei r chi 1 dren when food was 
scarce". When they migrated, Skinner avers, they "thought nothing 
of leaving old people behind with a piece of meat and an ostrich 
eggshell of water". ' No explanation of the sometimes desperate 
struggle for survival waged by the San is given as background to 
the accusations. Furthermore, their language was a "c1ickety
clack, a smacking of the 1ips"; of the Supreme Being "they had 
no conception" (pp.130-l3l; 203-209). Skinner also refers to the 
Khoi as a "superstitious lot", "be1ieving in spirits and ghosts"; 
the old and handicapped "were simply left to die in remote 
p1aces" and their language had "no fixed ru1es". He employs the 
epithet "Hotnots" in references to the Khoi, a term of contempt 
even at the time of writing (pp.131-l33). 

Howes and Mandel brote report that the farmers found the Khoi 
"1 azy" (p. 150) • Fouche as well writes that the Khoi were 
"genera1ly lazy": the men "l ay around the kraal smoking dagga", 
"too lazy to work" (pp.4, 266). The "Bantu" are regarded as 
having religious beliefs confined to lithe worship of evil 
spirits" (p.1l). In warm weather the San simply "burrowed a hole 
in the ground and curled up inside" (p.442). 

Bau1ing (V) writes that the,San did not even build decent huts 
but slept in holes in the ground or under bushes (p.27); nor did 
they hesitate lito devour the remains left by a predator" (p.29). 
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Their language was "inadequate" and they could count no "further 
than five ll (p.30). The "Bantus ll (a term used more and more 
frequent 1 y from the 1 ate 1920' s onward) II cou 1 d wage war we 11" ; 
the men "spent most of their time in preparation for war, 
hunting, and beer drinking" (p.31). 

According to Karmneijer and van Rooijen the San were "too 1azy" 
to remove the ash from their dwellings or replace their clothes 
when they disintegrated - they then simply went naked; for food 
they merely dug out roots and ate these together with the worms 
and beet1 es crawl i ng on them. The authors ask the sarcasti c, 
rhetorical question, "De1icious, not so?" ("Lekker, ne?"). When 
they received visitors, they caught a few hares, bit the long 
ears off the head, smeared their own heads with the blood and ate 
themse 1 ves "thi ck and round ". Thei r 1 anguage is di smi ssed as a 
IIStrange c1ick-c1ack ll (pp.1-4). The religious beliefs of the San 
are bel itt1ed, yet the writers contend that they have a deeper 
sense of religion than the "Bantu ll

, who gradually lost lithe 
little religion they had" and became "wi1d barbarians" (p.1S). 
The latter's beliefs are contemptuously dismissed with the 
comment "Foolish, no?" ("Dwaas, ne?") (p.17). The "Hottentots", 
too, had a IIfunny kind of re1igion" - an insect ("gogga") was the 
prophet of one of their gods! "Creatures" who worship an insect 
(a reference to the mantis) are "far from civi1ized ll (p.94). 

On the culinary aspects of Indian culture, Lindeque (II) is 
condemnatory: "They have no South Afri can patr; ot; sm, because 
their food consists of curry and rice" (p.42). Such comments may 
appear ludicrous today, but at the time they were taken at face 
value. 

(d) Unreliability, deceitfulness 

The pro-White, pro-Colonist bias of the writers under review is 
revealed in their apportioning of blame for the outbreak of 
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hostilities in South African history. It is always the 
non-Whites who cause conflict. There is a constant reinforcement 
of the stereotype or master symbol of the devi ous, cunni ng, 
deceitful, unreliable, dishonest Bushmen, Hottentots, Xhosa, 
Basuto etc. 

So Skinner regards the Glenelg system as doomed to failure, IIfor 
the Kaffi rs took li tt 1 e noti ce of treati es II (p. 225). The Xhosa 
were always IImerely waiting for an excuse to start another war" 
(p. 192); they II ignored the Fi sh Ri ver boundaryll and IIvi 01 ated II 
the frontier time and again (pp.56,158). The II nationa1 suicide ll 

of the Xhosa is attributed to the "cunning" Kreli whose plan it 
was to send thousands of IIstarving, vicious and armed Kaffirsll 
into the Colony to drive the White man into the sea (p.230). It 
was always the Basuto under Moshweshwe who broke the agreements 
(p.247). Wiechers writes of the San as "cunning robbers" 
(p. 230), and the Khoi as a "cunni ng enemyll (p. 167) • It was the 
incessant stock theft of the Khoi that caused the first IIHotnotll 
war (p.167). According to Howes and Mandelbrote, the farmers 
regard the Khoi as lIunreliable", and IItreaties with the 
barbarians ll proved futile (p.150). Fouche says of the Khoi that 
they are IIcowardly in war II and IItreacherous ll by nature (p.68). 
The Afrikaner had been in contact with Blacks, Khoi and San and 
thus knew and understood them best. He had learned not to trust 
them: "never trust a Black manll (p.267). Moshweshwe is described 
as the IIclever rat ll , always up to his lIold tricks ll , relying on 
the IIhate of Wodehouse for the Boers ll to gain British protection 
(p.360). 

Bauling (V) writes that the farmers learned IIthat the promises of 
the Kaffirs mean nothingll (p.66). Bauling (VI) condemns the 
IIfatal blunder ll made by the British in employing Khoi as 
so 1 di ers: not only di d thi s po 1 icy resul tin hundreds 1 eavi ng 
their masters· employ, but also in the Khoi soldiers joining the 
Xhosa lIin droves II during the Third Frontier War, a further 
example of Khoi duplicity and unreliability (p.14). According to 
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Bau1ing, the II Hottentots II were "expert at imitating the less 
positive aspects of White civilization, such as drunkeness" 
(p.53). 

The Xhosa were forever violating the "legal boundary" of the 
Colony, Nd1ambe ls subjects being the "worst cu1prits" (pp.32-37). 
Before 1850 there appeared to be calm on the frontier, yet all 
the while the Xhosa were "busy hatching schemes" to drive out the 
White man (p.84). 

Lindeque (I) writes of the "treacherous Makapan" (p.65), and lithe 
~unning of the Basutols" (p.6l), while Gie (IV) refers to the San 
as "dangerous, stealthy assassins" ("sluipmoordenaars") (p.118). 

(e) As a threat or as problems 

A consistent, multi-faceted theme in South African historiography 
has been that of the non-White peoples as a threat or danger, and 
at best as a burden, nuisance or problem. This is hardly 
surprising in the light of the relatively small, almost 
insignificant, number of Whites at the southern tip of Africa 
since 1652. From the very beginnings of White settlement, the 
Whites felt threatened by the always numerically superior 
indigenous peoples, especially the Blacks. 

Thus Skinner (I) uses tautology to emphasize the' "threatening 
danger" posed by the Khoi (p. 126) and the San who were gui 1 ty of 
murdering herdsmen and colonists alike (p.151). The freed slaves 
became a "burden" as "vagrants" and "beggars" (p.136). Ordinance 
50 was II a grave mi stake" , as the Coloureds "were not able to 
control themselves", becoming a "pest" and a "nuisance" (p.189). 

Skinner treats three of the traditional causes of the Great Trek 
in some detail under the headings, the II Hottentot question", the 
"Slave question" and the "Kaffir question'l (p.20l ff.). Indian 
i~igration and their presence in Natal was "one of the dark 
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clouds threateni ng the future of South Afri ca II (p. 248), as was 
the influx of thousands of Zulu refugees (p.249). 

To Wiechers (II), the San were a "burden" to the farmers (p.209), 

Van Riebeeck had to deal with a "meat question", a "wheat 
question" and a "native question". By 1792 the "Native danger II 
had become "threateni ng" - the Xhosa posed II an even greater 
danger" to the exposed farmers than the San (p.229), with their 
even more "murderous attacks" (p.217). 

According to Howes and Mandelbrote, after 1838 the Natal Trekkers 
were faced with a IINative problem" (p.225), while the early 
hi story of the Free State is 1 argely lithe story of the struggle 
against the Basutoll .(p.272). The need to address the various 
IInon-White problems ll was a major incentive towards Union; Natal 
had imported "Coolies", thereby creating a further, as yet 
unsolved, "problemll; the Zulu IIrebellion of 1906 highlighted lithe 
dangers inherent in a divided native policyll (p.367). 

In the chapter entitled "How the Border Farmers L ived ll , the 
typi ca 1 fronti er farmer is pi ctured by Fouche (I I) as bei ng 
robbed of hi s 1 ast stock, exposed to the demands of IIcocky 
Kaffi rs II and the danger that he and hi s fami ly waul d be murdered 
and his homestead set alight (pp.220-22l). From its inception 
the Orange Free State was IIthreatened" by lIa foreign enemyll, i.e. 
the Bastuo (p.349). Similarly the young Z.A.R. was IIsurrounded 
by a host of powerful Kaffir tribes". For Natal, the Zulu were a 
great danger ll (p.365). 

Baul i ng (V) wri tes of the Khoi as a constant "threat II and of 
IItrouble" ("las ll ) to the colonists (p.30). In his Std 6 work he 
refers to the "Hottentot danger" (p.14) and "trouble with the 
Kaffirs". Although most of the Khoi had been wiped out by 
epidemics, there were still enough of them to be "a major 
burden" (p.53). He too writes of the "Indian or Asian question", 
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one of South Afri ca IS "most prob 1 emati ca 1 si tuati ons II (p. 127) • 
Natal was also threatened by the "power-hungry" and "cruel" 
Cetshwayo (p.151). 

Lindeque (II) discusses the "Native prob1em" in the Cape Colony, 
the "Chinese danger II in the Transvaal (the Chinese were "prone to 
desert and some were even guilty of cannabalism") (p.38), and the 
"Asian danger II in Natal. By 1910 there were 100 000 Indians in 
Natal, "a serious problem" and "headache" (p.42). There was an 
"Asian problem" in the Transvaal too - in 1904 the plague broke 
out amongst the Johannesburg "Koelies" (p.44). 

Among the most contentious issues facing the Botha cabinet were 
the "non-White questions"(p.62). The section captioned liThe 
Native Problems after 1910" mirrors the fear of non-White 
domination which underlies segregationist tendencies in South 
Africa: the delegates at the pre-Union talks realised that if the 
non-Whites were to be given the vote, they would dominate the 
Whites; if permitted to access to alcohol "they would become a 
burden and a danger" in White society; if admitted into the same 
train compartments as Whites, conditions for the latter would 
become unhygienic and unbearable; if allowed to own farms in 
White areas, they would, by virtue of their lower standard of 
living and ambition, soon become masters of the country (p.64). 

In his chapter Lindeque sees our "Native problem and labour 
question" as a "survey of the native problem" since 1652. He 
articulates the White fears of being swamped by the Blacks in 
particular. The "native problem itselfll consisted chiefly of the 
fact that there are 6 million Blacks to 1,75 million Whites. The 
"Natives" were "streaming increasingly in disturbing numbers into 
the towns and cities" (p.135). 

Gi e (I), 1 i ke L i ndeque, is acutely aware of what he terms the 
"native factor", which comes to the fore as history unfolds: the 
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"Bantu advance, the "overwhe1ming steamrol1er", the "inexorab1e 
lava of the vast Bantu 1ake", clashed eventually with the 
standard-bearers of European civilization, a bloody struggle 
which would last a century (p.28). "Murders", Ip1unders" and a 
series of burnt homes marked the passing of lithe Black tidal 
wave") (p.222). 

Closely connected with the perception of non~Whites as a danger 
is the heavy emphasi s on mi 1 i tary hi story, o"n wars, batt 1 es, 
conflicts, and also the attitude that the White man could only 
maintain his position through force. Thus in 1770, for example, a 
commando shot a large number of San, bringing to a temporary end 
thei r "theft II and "murder", accordi ng to Ski nner (p. 151 ). That 
author also regards the policy of the British authorities toward 
the Xhosa as foolish, for the latter understood "on1y the use of 
force"(p.177). British vacillation led only to more "plundering" 
and "stock theft II (p.183). When Cetshwayo ignored Frere's 
ultimatum, the British decided to "teach him a lessonll (p.251). 

Fouche, like so many of his contemporaries, devotes whole 
chapters to military history: the earlier O.F.S. - Basuto wars, 
the Frontier War of 1877, the Basuto War of 1880, and the Zulu 
War of 1878. The Zulus were becoming IIcheekier ll (libruta1er ll ) by 
the day - lithe time had come to subdue them" (p.369). The death 
sentence passed on Mapoch, who had IIrefused obedience ll , served as 
a "usefu1 and necessary warning" to the other chiefs 
(pp.388-390). Bau1ing (V) too places much emphasis on "clashes 
with the Hottentots", and the first and second "Hottentot wars ll 

(pp.34-35). Similarly the Xhosa are only mentioned in terms of 
the colonists ' clashes with them, and the subsequent "Kaffir 
wars" (p.66). 

Wiechers states that van Riebeeck soon came to realise that his 
II soft II (limooipraat") policies were pointless, hence the "Hotnotll 
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wars. In 1674 a punitive expedition captured "400 Hotnots, 800 
cattle and 400 sheep" (p.175). 

In a section headed "Difficulties with the Natives", Howes and 
Mandelbrote, make much of the fifty years of fighting with the 
"Hottentots", and the "even more troublesome Bushmen". The 
"Bantu" were "even more aggressive by nature than the Hottentots 
or Bushmen ll (p.43). 

(f) As ignorant bloodthirsty savages 

Besides the unsavoury physical and moral characteristics 
attributed to the various indigenous peoples, many of the earlier 
works did not hesitate to employ epithets such as IIsavage", 
IIbarbarian", "bloodthirsty" and so on when describing non-Whites 
in general or their leaders as individuals. 

So to Skinner, Shaka was "cruel and bloodthirsty", exceeding in 
cruelty" even Mzilikazill (p.209), who had sent his IIbloodthirstyll 
warriors to attack Vegkop (p.215). Half a century later the Zulu, 
under the "cruel" and "bloodthirsty" Cetshwayo, were once more on 
the war-path (p.251). In Wiechers one reads that the Portuguese 
usually tried to avoid the coast of South Africa because of the 
"barbari an i nhabi tants ", inc 1 udi ng "verkafferde Hotnotstamme 11* 

(p. 129) • 

Fouche regards the Strandlopers as belonging to "a very low human 
race ll (p.3), and the "Bantu ll as IIbloodthirsty and cruel" (p.ll). 
Baul i ng (V) speaks ; n the same breath of IIwi 1 d animals and 
Hottentots" (p.22). The latter, IIlike all barbarians, liked shiny 
objects II (p.23). The frontiersmen, he states, shot the "Bushmen ll 

dead IIlike animals" (p.30). Bauling finds it difficult to credit 
the San with any kind of achievement. Thus it is a mystery how 

* A translat10n 1S v1rtual1y 1mposs161e. 
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such an "uncivilized race" could draw so beautifully - some 
scholars believed that they had learned from the Egyptians or 
that they had originally come from Europe! (p.29). 

L i nde.que ( I ), 1 i ke so many authors before and even after him, 
portrays Shaka as "cruel and bloodthirsty", and Dingane as lIa 
devilll, and again as a IIproper devil from hell, who ordered that 
Retief be slain and that his heart and liver be cut out of him 
a1ive" (p.33). Lindeque (II) makes liberal use of the epithets 
of the time; his books are riddled with the usual derogatory 
references to IIHottentot enemies ll , "thieving and uncivilised 
Kaffirs", IIdarkies (liswartnerwell) and so on (pp.127-128). While 

conceding that many Blacks are intelligent, he nevertheless 
asserts that a 1 arge percentage wi 11 go to thei r graves as 
"morons" ("mamparas") (p.137). Fouche's paternalistic attitude 
is characteristic of the time: the Black man is to be fed, but 
given a hiding when he deserved it; in other words, IItreat him in 
all respects as a chi1d" (p.267). 

Gie (1) refers to the non-Whites of the world as "the illiterate 
and barbarian masses of humanity", and IIsavage heathendom ll 

(Preface). Elsewhere he refers to lithe barbarian races of Africa" 
(p. 5) • Gi e (I I) vi ews the Great Trek as the· "great confl i ct II 
between Boer and IIbarbarian ll (p.61). 

Kammeijer and van Rooijen ridicule the missionaries, Dr Philip in 
particular, for their love of the IInatives" which is termed 
"monkey 1 ove" - they were b 1 i nd to the shortcomi ngs of the 
nati ves and 1I10ved them to death 1 i ke a mother monkey loves) her 
offspri ng" (pp. 188-189). 

;.4. Positive self-image 

As has already been explained, a self-image is like a coin, in 
that the value of the one side, that which may be termed the 
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such an "uncivi1ized race" could draw so beautifully - some 

scho 1 ars bel i eved that they had 1 earned from the Egypti ans or 
that they had originally come from Europe! (p.29). 

L i ndeque (I), 1 i ke so many authors before and even after him, 

portrays Shaka as "crue1 and b100dthirsty", and Dingane as "a 
devi1", and again as a "proper devil from hell, who ordered that 
Retief be slain and that his heart and liver be cut out of him 
a1ive" (p.33). Lindeque (II) makes liberal use of the epithets 

of the time; his books are riddled with the usual derogatory 
references to "Hottentot ~nemies", "thieving and uncivi1ised 
Kaffirs", "darkies (liswartnerwe") and so on p.127-128). While 
conceding that many Blacks are inte11ig t, he nevertheless 
asserts that a 1 arge percentage wi 11 0 to thei r graves as 
"morons" ("mamparas") (p.137). Fouch'" s paternalistic attitude 
is characteristic of the time: the lack man is to be fed, but 
given a hiding when he deserved it in other words, "treat him in 
all respects as a child" (p.267). 

Gie (I) refers to the non-W tes of the world as lithe illiterate 
and barbarian masses 0 humanity", and II savage heathendom" 
(Preface). Elsewhere h refers to lithe barbarian races of Africa" 
(p.S). Gie (II) vi s the Great Trek as the "great conflict" 
between Boer and II rbarian" (p.61). 

Kammeijer and an Rooijen ridicule the missionaries, Dr Philip in 
particular, for their love of the "natives" which is termed 
"monkey love" - they were b 1 i nd to the shortcomi ngs of the 
natives and "loved them to death like a mother monkey loves her 
offspring" (pp. 188-189). 

6.4. Positive self-image 

As has already been explained, a self-image is like a coin, in 
that the value of the one side, that which may be termed the 
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positive side, is largely determined by the opposite, in this 
case negative, side. It is as if the self-esteem of groups, such 
as nations, is dependent on a thoroughly negative evaluation of 
those outside the group, particularly those deemed hostile to the 
securi ty of the group. The. unfl atteri ng presentati on of South 
Afri ca • s non-Whi te peoples in both the Afri kaans and Engl i sh 
texts of the period 1918 to 1948 (and before that, of course), 
complements, indeed reinforces, the positive treatment or 
presentation of the writers' group or individuals from that 
group. Whereas the authors emp loy every epi thet and c 1 i che 
avai 1 ab 1 e to portray the "others II in as negati ve ali ght as 
possible, a completely different vocabulary is used when 
describing ones own. 

, 
Skinner writes of the Huguenots as being of the "noblest blood of 
France", belonging to the "best Puritan class". They are 
"efficient workers" and agriculturists, "sober" and "fervently 
religious" (p.140). At Isandlwana more than 800 men were 
"murdered II (a strange term when app 1 i ed to a battle), but the 
"brave" and II stubborn II defence at Rorke' s Drift saved Natal 
(p.251). 

Fouche goes out of hi s way to show that in contrast to other 
colonies, the slaves in South Africa were well-treated. In this 
way too, the positive, even self-righteous, self-image, is 
enhanced. In the 1834 frontier war the burghers "distinguished 
themselves" by their "heroic deeds II (p.254). Fouche, like 
Skinner, writes from an Afrikaans perspective. Yet, as has been 
observed so often in the textbooks examined in previous chapters, 
they do not hesitate to side with their fellow (British) Whites 
when the latter are ranged against non-Whites. Thus Fouche too 
writes of the British fighting "bravely" at Isandlhwana and the 
Prince Imperial dying "fighting bravely" (p.369). Bauling 
describes how the British at Rorke's Drift "fought like lions" 
(p.151). Of course the Voortrekkers at Vegkop defended 
themselves "bravely". Retief was one of lithe great men" (p.277), 

 
 
 



and Pretorius one of "the most capable, bravest and most 
God-feari ng men ever produced by South Afri ca" (p. 298) • The 
1 atter I s commando on the way to Blood Ri ver was more 1 ike a 
"procession of pilgrims" than a military expedition: 

"No swearing was heard, no drunkard was seen; 
arguments and strife were unknown ••• mornings 
and evenings ••• the air reverberated ••• with 
psalms and hymns •••• " (pp.300-30l) 

'Bauling (V) extols van Rieebeeck1s "determination, initiative and 
inexhaus~ible energyll (p.26), and in his Std 6 book, the 
IIperserverance", IIcourage", and IIdetermination ll of the Trekkers 
(p.86). Kammeijer and van Rooijen turn Adriaan van Jaarsveld 
into a 1arger-than-life, almost mythical figure: he was "born to 
lead", lIunusually tall", IIpowerful1y bui 1tll and IIbeautifully 
proportioned ll

; his "manly features, high forehead, exquisite 
manners and imcomparab1e courage ll

, made him an "exceptiona1 
commander II • He is even compared wi th a Sau 1 or a Gi dean 
(pp.145-l47). There are no nuances in these authors I treatment 
of historical figures, who are either completely whitewashed or 
condemned unconditionally. Sir George Grey and the German 
settlers are praised too. 

Potgi eter and Mari tz are descri bed by L i ndeque ( I ) as 
"outstanding leaders", and Retief as lithe most remarkable" of the 
Trek leaders (p.30) and a IIcourageous, dignified Afrikaner" 
(p.35). Gie (II) is at pains to establish the excellent pedigree 
of hi s nati on: they were of "good burgher stock" , "the best 
ancestry" and "the best soci a 1 basi s for a new nati on ina new 
country". These "good characteristics" of the Dutch were 
reinforced by the Huguenots, and the IIblending of two high, equal 
and sympatheti c races always bears lovely frui til (p. 114) • By 
1795 the Afrikaans IInation" (backward projection) was "landed 
aristocracy of the virile pioneers ll

, "healthy to the corell 
(p.258). 
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As previously mentioned all nationalisms require a gallery of 
heroes and martyrs as a source of inspiration, especially for the 
young. In addition to the heroes portrayed above, the nation's 
self-esteem is further enhanced by the mention of other 
time-honoured national heroes, such as Wolraad Woltemade, to whom 
Baul ing (V) devotes two full pages (pp.60-62), and the South 
African soldiers at Delville Wood, a more recent addition to the 
nation's gallery of fame, whom Bauling (VI) also lauds. 

SUMMARY 

The euphoria at the time of Union in 1910 soon dissipated in the 
face of the tensions inherent in South African politics of the 
time. The South African Party and the National Party propogated 
two difference concepts of nationhood. The S.A.P. and its 
successor the United Party were either unable or unwilling (or 
both) to enforce their views in the schools. The N.P. was not in 
power long enough to have attempted to enforce this.- The result 
was that in the peri od 1918-1948, hi story teachi ng was 
non-committal, at least as far as the official syllabuses were 
concerned. The constitutional changes in South Africa's status 
vis-a.-vis Great Britain are, however, expressed in the history 
syllabuses of the period. 

The textbooks exami ned demonstrate that Afri kaner nati onal ism, 
although politically in opposition, was vibrant, particularly 
after the Symbolic Ox-wagon Trek of 1938. The increasing 
assertiveness of national-minded Afrikanerdom and 
English-speaking sensitivity to this, are mirrored in the 
on-going debate on the role of school history. 

Gustav Preller's interpretation of South Africa's past, and 
especially his unconditional eulogising of the Voortrekkers set 
the tone for Afrikaans school textbooks of the period. It was to 
some extent a mythical, certainly a very limited, image of the 
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country I S past. Such books, as well as the Briti sh-ori entated 
ones, treat the non-Whites as a problem at best and a danger at 
worst. The epithets, stereotypes and master symbols established 
in the nineteenth century live on through this period. 

These attitudes were an inheritance of the Colonial and 
platteland era of the nineteenth century, which lingered on into 
the twentienth century. This mentality was present not only in 
South Africa, but was a world-wide phenomenon. The Whites were 
regarded as a superior race and the Blacks as inferior. A change 
came about only after the Second World War, with the loss of the 
supremacist position of the Whites world-wide and with the rising 
tide of Black nationalism. 
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