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Summary in EnglishThe systemati-theologial signi�ine of human needs�byChristiaan Johannes Pauw�Promotor: Prof. dr. C.J.WethmarDepartment: Dogmatis and Christian EthisDegree: Dotor DivinitatisUniversity of Pretoria�This study analyses the onept of human needs form a systemati theo-logial perspetive. The de�nition of human needs is formulated to inludethe element of de�ieny as well as the element of potential.The study is divided in three parts aording to the author's de�nition ofthe task of systemati theology as oherent artiulation of the Christian faith,the apologeti defense of the Christian faith against ompeting truth laimsand the establishment of guidelines for the pratial work of the hurh.Aording to this de�nition of the task of systemati theology, the study isdivided into three parts.Part one analyses some of the lassial loi of dogmatis for their impli-ations for a Christian perspetive on human needs. The dotrines of God,reation, Christ and salvation, the Spirit and the hurh as well as the dotineof sin are analysed here. Speial attention is paid to theologial anthropologyby analysing the ontributions of Karl Barth and Wolfhart Pannenberg inthis regard.Part two analyses the origins and fatual basis for the popular laimsthat a hierarhy of needs exist and that people have in�nite needs. Seriousde�ienies are found in Maslow's theory of the pre-poteny of needs. The369
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ontribution of Max-Neef, espeially his distintion between needs and satis-�es, failitates a more nuaned understanding of the subjet. As a onlusionto this part the results of part one and two are used to give a short outlineof a Christian perspetive on human needs. Humans need God as the basiground and purpose of their existene. The presene of God is both media-ted and presupposed by the fundamental need for other people. All humanneeds have a material basis. Human needs should be thought of as a networkand not as a hierarhy. Here the symboli needs failitates the integration ofthe person while the material needs maintain the basis on whih integrationtakes plae. People do not have in�nite needs but needs the In�nite One.The third part provides larity of what the onepts holisti and relevantmean for Christian ministy . (341 words)KeywordsHuman needs, satis�ers, tranendent and immanent needs, theologial antro-pology, Karl Barth, Wolhart Pannenberg, Abraham Maslow, Manfred Max-Neef, needs as deprivation and potential, need for God
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