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Summary

Flow-induced vibration can cause premature tube failure in shell-and-tube heat
exchangers and is therefore incorporated in the heat exchanger design, together with
the heat transfer and pressure drop, as a primary concern. In this study three methods
for the prediction of flow-induced vibration were investigated. The results of the three
methods were compared with each other and with experimental data. For comparison
purposes vibration measurements were taken on a Tail gas shell-and-tube heat
exchanger at Sasol Synthetic Fuels (SSF).

Firstly, software developed by the Heat Transfer Research Institute (HTRI) was used to
predict flow-induced vibration in the Tail gas shell-and-tube heat exchanger. The HTRI
analyses calculated excitation frequencies due to vortex shedding, turbulence buffeting,
fluid-elastic instability and acoustic resonance. These excitation frequencies were then
compared to the lowest HTRI calculated natural frequency of the tubes (using a 20
percent margin of uncertainty) to predict whether vibration would occur. Additional
natural frequency calculations were made to determine higher natural frequencies of the
tubes, using equations from the Tubular Exchanger Manufacturers Association (TEMA)
standards. Finite Element Methods (FEM) were used to determine the effect that the
support configurations have on the tubes’ natural frequencies.

Secondly, Computational Fluid Dynamic (CFD) analyses were used to simulate the flow
velocities and pressure drops through the heat exchanger. These results were




Summary page ii

compared with the HTRI predicted average cross-flow velocity and pressure drop
values.

Thirdly, vibration measurements were recorded on the Tail gas heat exchanger using
Siglab 20-42 data acquisitioning equipment. Vibration on the heat exchanger shell was
measured using strain gauges as well as 500 mV/g and 100 mV/g accelerometers.
Support vibration measurements were recorded using 2 V/g accelerometers.

The CFD analyses predicted that vibration (for a specific excitation frequency) would
occur over a range of mass flow rates, while the HTRI analyses only predicted vibration
at a single mass flow rate. The experimental results confirmed that vibration did occur at
the HTRI predicted natural frequency, but also over a range of other mass flow rates, as
predicted by the CFD analyses.

Keywords: Flow-induced vibration, vortex shedding, turbulence buffeting, fluid-elastic
instability, shell-and-tube heat exchanger, tube vibration, tubes in cross-flow,
Computational Fluid Dynamic (CFD) analysis, Finite Element Methods (FEM), Heat
Transfer Research Institute (HTRI) analysis.
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Opsomming

Vloei-geinduseerde vibrasie in dop-en-buis hitteruilers kan veroorsaak dat die buise voor
hul verwagte ontwerpleeftyd faal. Dit is dus noodsaaklik om vibrasie analises in te sluit
by die ontwerp van hitteruilers, tesame met warmteoordrag en drukval as primére
oorwegings. In hierdie studie word drie metodes vir die voorspelling van vloei-
geinduseerde vibrasie ondersoek, onderling vergelyk, en ook met eksperimentele
waarnemings vergelyk. Vir hierdie doel is 'n afvoer gas dop-en-buis hitteruiler by Sasol
Sintetiese Brandstowwe (SSF) gebruik.

Eerstens is daar van sagteware, wat deur die Heat Transfer Research Institute (HTRI)
versprei word, gebruik gemaak om vloei-geinduseerde vibrasie in die hitteruiler te
voorspel. Die HTRI analises bereken die opwekkingsfrekwensies as gevolg van vorteks
afgooiing, turbulente opwekking, vloei-elastiese onstabiliteit en akoestiese resonansie.
Die opwekkingsfrekwensies word dan met die laagste HTRI berekende natuurlike
frekwensie van die buise vergelyk (deur van 'n 20 persent onsekerheidsband gebruik te
maak) om te bepaal of die buise gaan vibreer. Addisionele natuurlike frekwensies, hoér
as die HTRI natuurlike frekwensie van die buise, is bereken met behulp van die Tubular
Exchanger Manufacturers Association (TEMA) standaarde. Eindige element metodes is
gebruik om die effek wat die buis ondersteuning op die natuurlike frekwensies van die
buise het, te bepaal.
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Tweedens is berekenings vloei-dinamika (CFD) analises gebruik om die vloeisnelhede
en drukval deur die hitteruiler te simuleer. Hierdie resultate is met die HTRI analises se
gemiddelde dwarsvloei snelhede en drukvalle vergelyk.

Derdens is vibrasiemetings op die afvoer gas hitteruiler geneem deur van die Siglab 20-
42 dataverwerker gebruik te maak. Vibrasie op die dop van die hitteruiler is met behulp
van rekstrokies, sowel as 500 mV/g en 100 mV/g versnellingsmeters gemeet. Die
voetstukvibrasie van die hitteruiler is met 2 V/g versnellingsmeters gemeet.

Die CFD analises het voorspel dat vibrasie (vir 'n spesifieke opwekkingsfrekwensie) sal
voorkom oor 'n band van massavloeitempo's, terwyl die HTRI analises vibrasie slegs by
'n enkele massavloeitempo voorspel het. Die eksperimentele resultate bevestig dat
vibrasie wel by die HTRI voorspelde frekwensie voorkom, maar ook oor 'n band van
massavloeitempo's, soos die CFD analises voorspel het.

Sleutelwoorde: Vloei-geinduseerde vibrasie, vorteks afgooiing, turbulente opwekking ,
Vloei-elastiese onstabiliteit, dop-en-buis hitteruilers, buis vibrasie, buise in dwarsvloei,
berekenings viloei dinamika analises, eindige element metodes, Heat Transfer Research
Institute (HTRI) analises.
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