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Hierdie navorsing toon dat repertoriumkeuse 'n bepalende rol in die sukses van 'n koor speel en 

dat die vermoë om goeie repertoriumkeuses uit te oefen een van die belangrikste vaardighede is 

waaroor 'n dirigent behoort te beskik.  

 

Die studie werp lig op die wyse waarop dirigente te werk gaan om repertorium te kies. Daar is 

vasgestel watter faktore 'n invloed op die keuse van repertorium uitoefen Die rol van die 

persoonlike agtergrond en lewensgeskiedenis van 'n dirigent (die invloed van rolmodelle en 

betrokkenheid as lid van kore, die bydrae van tersiêre opleiding, musiekagtergrond en nie-musikale 

invloede), het aandag geniet. Die invloed van optreegeleenthede, deelname aan koorkompetisies, 

blootstelling aan plaaslike en internasionale kinderkore en beskikbare fondse, is ondersoek. Daar 

is ook gefokus op die rol wat betrokkenes soos die dirigent, die koorlede, die gehoor, 

bestuursliggame, koorouers en die begeleier in die keuse van repertorium speel. Die navorsing 

toon hoe dirigente se repertoriumkeuse gedurende hul tydperk as koorleier, nuwe wendings 

geneem het. Daar is vasgestel watter kriteria ten opsigte van kinderkoormusiek belangrik geag 

word, watter bronne gebruik word, en in watter mate Suid-Afrikaanse komposisies ingesluit word. 

Persepsies met betrekking tot koorverwerkings en volksmusiek as repertorium, is getoets.  

 

Oorwegend Suid-Afrikaanse dirigente van kinderkore is as respondente ingesluit. Sewe 

buitelandse respondente is ook betrek. Die studie is uit 'n Suid-Afrikaanse perspektief benader, 

maar internasionaal erkende dirigente van buitelandse kinderkore is ook betrek en hul sienings is 

gedokumenteer. Alhoewel die Suid-Afrikaanse respondente en buitelandse deelnemers 'n 

steekproef is en nie as verteenwoordigend van die Suid-Afrikaanse of ander bevolkingsgroepe 

beskou kan word nie, kon die navorser waardevolle data insamel en insiggewende afleidings maak 

oor hoe dirigente plaaslik, sowel as internasionaal, repertorium  kies.  

 

Insig is verkry in die heersende sosiale en politieke omstandighede in Suid-Afrika, asook ten 

opsigte van die kulturele diversiteit van Suid-Afrikaanse kore, met betrekking tot die keuse van 

repertorium. Buiten dirigente het die navorser ook Suid-Afrikaanse komponiste van 

OPSOMMING 
 

UUnniivveerrssiittyy  ooff  PPrreettoorriiaa  eettdd  ––  VVaann  AAaarrddee,,  AA  GG    ((22000055))  



Repertorium vir kinderkore: 'n Suid-Afrikaanse perspektief 
 
 

 

kinderkoorrepertorium as respondente betrek. Hierdie komponiste het 'n insiggewende bydrae 

gelewer ten opsigte van  hul  belangstelling in komposisies vir kinderkoor, faktore wat 'n rol in die 

ontstaan en aard van hul komposisies speel en besluite met betrekking tot die keuse van teks. 

Inligting ten opsigte van die rol van godsdiens en voorkeure ten opsigte van a cappella- of 

begeleide werke is ingewin.  Die gebruik van eksperimentele tegnieke, algemene kriteria vir 

kinderkoorrepertorium, en die ontwikkeling van die Suid-Afrikaanse kinderkoorbeweging oor die 

afgelope dekade, is ook ondersoek. 

 

'n Ontleding van konsertprogramme van Suid-Afrikaanse kinderkore vanaf 1968 tot 2004 is by die 

studie ingesluit. Daarin word tendense in konsertprogramme oor 'n tydperk van ses-en-dertig jaar 

geïdentifiseer. 

 

Daar is tot die slotsom gekom dat die kinderkoor wêreldwyd vanaf die twintigste eeu dieselfde 

status as enige ander ensemble geniet. Daar word dus hoë eise gestel wat die keuse van 

repertorium en uitvoeringstandaard betref. Repertoriumkeuse hang nou saam met unieke 

oorwegings van die dirigent, asook tendense wat plaaslik sowel as internasionaal 'n invloed op die 

repertorium uitoefen. Suksesvolle repertoriumkeuses lewer ‘n besondere bydrae tot suksesvolle 

kooruitvoerings. 
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This research has shown that choice of repertoire is a major determinant of a choir's success. The 

ability to select good repertoire has been identified as one of the most important skills required of a 

conductor.  

 

The study further describes the selection processes applied by conductors and establishes which 

factors influence their choices. The effect of the personal background and life history of the 

conductor on the choice of repertoire was determined.  These aspects include the following: the 

influence of role models, membership of choirs, tertiary education and non-musical influence. In 

addition, the research focused on the influence of performance opportunities, participation in choir 

competitions, exposure to local and international children's choirs and the availability of funds. 

Various roles, such as those of the conductor, choir members, management bodies, choir 

members' parents and accompanists were examined concerning the choice of repertoire. The 

study indicates how conductors adjust their repertoire choices during their terms as choir directors. 

Important criteria in regard to children's choir music were established, sources used were identified 

and the inclusion of South African compositions was determined. Perceptions regarding choir 

arrangements and folk music as repertoire were gauged.  

 

The respondents were predominantly South African conductors of children’s choirs. Although 

the perspective is largely South African, seven foreign respondents were involved, thus 

incorporating the opinions of internationally recognised conductors of children's choirs. Even 

though both the South African and the foreign participants represent a sample that cannot be 

regarded as representative of the South African or other population groups, the researcher 

collected valuable data which generated insightful conclusions about the selection of repertoire 

by local and foreign conductors.  

 

Much insight was gained into social and political circumstances in South Africa and into the cultural 

diversity of South African choirs that offer South African conductors of children's choirs unique 

opportunities and challenges regarding their choice of choir repertoire. 

SUMMARY 
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In addition to conductors as respondents, the researcher included South African composers of 

children's choir repertoire. These composers contributed significantly in respect of the origin of their 

interest in children's choir compositions, as well as decisions concerning the choice of text.  

Furthermore their view on the role of religion, preferences regarding a cappella or accompanied 

works, the use of experimental techniques, general criteria for children's choir repertoire and their 

opinions on the development of the South African children's choir movement over the past decade, 

were considered. 

  

The research includes an analysis of children's choir concert programmes from 1968 – 2004.  

Trends in concert programmes over a thirty-six year period were documented. 

 

The conclusion was reached that children's choirs have, since the twentieth century, had the same 

status worldwide as that of any other ensemble. Therefore the demands regarding the selection of 

repertoire and performance standards are high. Choice of repertoire is closely linked to unique 

considerations by the conductor, as well as to local and international trends that influence this 

choice. Successful repertoire choices play a vital role in successful choir performances.  
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