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agreements.  The government should also take a great and dynamic initiative regarding the 

educational aspect because education is a vital key for significant progress and change. 

  

 
 
 











http://www.pambazuka.org/en/category/features/68953




http://www.mia-culture.com/article-299-Arrestation.au.Cameroun.de.citoyens.homosexuels.html
http://www.mia-culture.com/article-299-Arrestation.au.Cameroun.de.citoyens.homosexuels.html


http://www.camer.be/


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sexual_identity
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sexual_orientation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Human_sexual_behavior
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lesbian
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gay
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bisexual
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Transgenderism
http://legal.dictionary.thefreedictionary.com/decriminalization
http://www.apa.org/topics/sorientation.html#whatis


http://answers.yahoo.com/question/index?qid=20091214114222AAA6myd


 

7 

 

 

Therefore, violations of the rights of sexual minorities result from the non- recognition of their 

rights. Government should be more aware of the fact that they are also human beings and 

deserve enjoying all the rights entitled to everyone. They should also be protected from 

homophobic attacks and their rights should be recognised.   

1.8 Methodology 

Diverse information, newspapers and literature based on broad research pertaining to sexual 

minority rights in Cameroon will mainly guide the study in this work. 

1.9 Delineations and limitations of the study 

This study is limited to Cameroon. I have chosen this country because the issue of homosexuality 

is still unresolved. The Cameroonian society rejects sexual minorities and arrests them with the 

authority of Article 347bis of the Penal Code. Thus, most of the LGBT persons living in 

Cameroon cannot express themselves and live in hiding and fear.  

However, this study faces a lot of limitations because of a weak and poor literature related to the 

question of homosexuality in Cameroon, which is still a taboo and unintelligible. The scholars 

are few on the subject.  

1.10 Overview of Chapters 

The study consists of five chapters.  

Chapter 1: This chapter is the introductory part and encompasses the preceding section of this 

work.  

Chapter 2: This chapter highlights the legal position on criminalising same-sex conduct in 

Cameroon. Reference will be made to the Penal Code, legislation and other laws (Question1). 

Chapter 3: It examines the different perspectives to decriminalise same-sex relationships by 

analysing the legal and non-legal arguments (Question 2). 

Chapter 4: This chapter examines the need to adopt a multi-disciplinary approach towards 

decriminalising same-sex conduct (Question 3). 

Chapter 5: It is about conclusions and recommendations. 
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1.11 Assumptions underlying the study 

My starting point on this research is based on the assumption that the State of Cameroon  must 

make an effort to secure and ensure the rights of sexual minorities by implementing the 

fundamental rights of human beings under international human rights law. It must also review 

Article 347bis of its Penal Code on homosexuality and make people aware of the existence and 

acceptation of homosexuals. 
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Human rights education and the right to education are related concepts. One cannot talk about 

the teaching of human rights without mentioning the right to education, which is seen as a basic 

right according to the UDHR. Article 26(1) of the UDHR highlights the right to education as a 

fundamental human right which is general and must be available, while Article 26(2) perceives 

education as the core of human development: 

 

Education shall be directed to the full development of the human personality and to the strengthening of 

respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms. It shall promote understanding, tolerance and 

friendship among all nations, racial or religious groups, and shall further the activities of the United 

Nations for the maintenance of peace.
163

 

 

Article 13 of the ICESCR provides for the right to education as an economic and social right and 

imposes the obligation on the state parties to ensure the full realisation of the right.  This is 

reiterated by article 26 of the UDHR, which states: 

 

The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize the right of everyone to education. They agree that 

education shall be directed to the full development of the human personality and the sense of its dignity, 

and shall strengthen the respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms. They further agree that 

education shall enable all persons to participate effectively in a free society, promote understanding, 

tolerance and friendship among all nations and all racial, ethnic or religious groups, and further the 

activities of the United Nations for the maintenance of peace.
164

 

 

Education helps people to develop their personal understanding in order to figure out the changes 

that can happen in the society or environment. It is very important for the development and 

understanding of human rights. It can be used as a tool to stop human rights violation and 

promote, protect and realise human rights. In this sense, Horn notes as follows:  
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Article 26(2) UDHR 
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 Article 13(1) ICESCR 

 
 
 



http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0013/001331/133113e.pdf


http://www.asylumlaw.org/docs/sexualminorities/CameroonAI031809.pdf
http://www.unescobkk.org/fileadmin/user_upload/appeal/human_rights/Article_13_Right_to_Edu_Scope_and_Implementation.pdf
http://www.unescobkk.org/fileadmin/user_upload/appeal/human_rights/Article_13_Right_to_Edu_Scope_and_Implementation.pdf








http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Discrimination/SummaryHRC19Panel.doc


http://www.hrw.org/en/news/2010/10/28/cameroon-same-sex-relations-bring-attacks-arrests
http://www.hrw.org/en/news/2010/10/28/cameroon-same-sex-relations-bring-attacks-arrests


 

59 

 

religion. The State of Cameroonian should be seen as secular and as having the obligation 

to respect, protect and promote the rights of all individuals. Cameroon is also obliged to 

comply with the international and regional human rights instruments it has ratified.  

(c) The Cameroonian authorities should take immediate measures, pending the legal reform 

to end arbitrary arrests of perceived homosexuals and stop the harassment and 

persecution of presumed LGBT persons by the police and prison officers. 

(d) The government should reconsider the public health issue relating to LGBT people. It 

should provide treatment, care for all people regardless of sexual orientation and ensure 

the distribution of condoms in prisons in order to avoid the prevalence of HIV infection. 

(e) The State of Cameroonian should take into account human rights education and training 

in order to sensitise the entire society (including the police, prison officers, judges, 

teachers and lecturers). It should interact and work together with the civil society (NGOs, 

activists and the media) in order to educate and inform people about issues of sexual 

orientation and the impact of discrimination based on sexual orientation and homophobic 

attitudes. It should also raise awareness through the media and education campaigns in 

order to combat homophobia at all levels of the community. 
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