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Brevitas et Facilitas: A Study of a Vital Aspect
in the Theological Hermeneutics of John Calvin

MJ Ahn
Christian Theological Seminary

Abstract

This article is the summary of my dissertation completed

by the guidance. of Prof. CJ Wethmar of the University of
Pretoria. Calvin presented his own distinctive method of

the hermeneutics of Scripture in his Commentary on the
Epistle of Paul the Apostle to the Romans. It is called the
ideal of brevitas et facilitas. Calvin was not satisfied
with both Malanchthon’s loci method and Bucer’s prolixity
commentary. He took the via media approach. Calvin’s method
was influenced by rhetoric of Aristotle, Cicero, and
Quintilian and Chysostom. Calvin, however, confirmed that
his own principle came from Scripture itself. I deal with
Calvin’s view that the clarity of Scripture was related to
the ideal of brevitas et facilitas. After analysing Calvin’s
writing, I discovered ten component elements of the method of
brevitas et facilitas.

A. INTRODUCTION
The history of Christian theology is the record of the
interpretation of Scripture generation after generation.! In a
certain sense, all Christian truths are the result of the
vindication of those who have taken great pains to interpret the
Word of God responsibly over against the deficient or one-sided
interpretation of the heretics. C. J. Wethmar says the following:
The dialogical development of theological truth in which
opposing truth claims periodically confront each other is
dependent on a criterion in terms of which these claims
can be evaluated. In Protestant thinking Holy Scripture
constitutes this criterion. This implies that theology
is basically a hermeneutical discipline of which the primary
aim is a historical, systematic and practical interpretation
of the Biblical text as basic source and permanent
foundation of Christian faith in God.?

Sound theologizing is, therefore, intimately related to a
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