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Transude  vb  to pass through the interstices; 
to release in drops or small quantities

 
 
 



4.1_Theoretical Precedents
4.1.1_Mason’s Bend Chapel

Figure (4.1):  
The chapel is always open, to provide a space 
for contemplation and respite from the heat. 
(AFH 2006: 199)
Figure (4.2):
The sculptural glass skin gives the building an 
unanticipated appeal.  (AFH 2006: 198)

(4.1)

81        4.1.1  Transude_Theoretical Precedents_Mason’s Bend Chapel

Mason’s Bend is located in Alabama’s former 
cotton belt, and home to four extended families.  
Most live in trailers or poorly constructed 
homes.  This rural cluster of homes never had 
a community gathering space.  The chapel 
was built to provide a space to hold meetings, 
provide childcare and worship.  In addition 
to creating a central node within the hamlet, 
residents hoped the structure would serve as 
a transportation point for a mobile library and 
a traveling health centre, bringing education 
and medical services to the community.  

The walls of the structure are made of rammed 
earth containing local clay, cement, and a small 
amount of water. The walls are capped by a 
rusting metal drip edge that compliments the 
color of the earth. The roof is a combination 
of aluminum sheets and 1980’s GMC sedans 
car windows salvaged from a Chicago scrap 
yard. Both aluminum and glass are bolted to a 
light weight metal frame. Mr. Harris, owner of 
the Butterfl y House, donated the land for the 
centre and now tends to its beautiful garden.

Sam Mockbee, part of the design team, once 
described the building as ‘as cutting edge as 
any piece of architecture in the United States’ 
(AFH 2006: 196).  For him architecture is 
about shelter for the spirit.     

(4.2)
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Relevance:  While urban policy, infrastructure 
and economic development interventions 
are important tools to cross the gaps of 
disarticulated cities, it remains the presence 
of urban residents themselves and their varied 
uses of each other as instruments to realise 
particular aspirations and imaginaries that 
constitute the most signifi cant form of urban 
connectivity.  Individual urban selves mark 
both the gap and the connection in interwoven 
economies - material, symbolic, and spatial. The 
gap is between what buildings, people, spaces, 
objects and gestures can be normatively or 
customarily used for and how they can be put 
to task to do more than what is specifi ed.  This 
is closely bound to Dewar and Uytenbogaardt’s 
idea of qualitative settlements:

Settlements of quality enrich the living conditions 
of all people, both rich and poor.  They are not 
dependant upon technological pre-conditions to 
perform successfully, and they accommodate 
ideological and political transitions.  They are not 
based on ephemeral conditions, but are rooted 
in a basic understanding of human activity and 
human needs.  (Dewar and Uytenbogaardt 
1991: 12) 

Here, the people constitute themselves as 
unavoidable insertions into operations of all 
kinds by only using the ‘primitive’ structure 
as place of contemplation and respite from 
the heat.  However, it becomes more than 
a shelter; its act as a connection among 
disparate uses and users.     

(4.3) (4.4)

(4.5)

Figure (4.3):  
At night the chapel acts like a beacon, 
signaling Mason’s Bend to passerby.  
(AFH 2006: 197)  
Figure (4.4):
View from inside the chapel
Figure (4.5):
Early concept sketches exploring shelter 
vs building

 
 
 



Implementation:  The design intervention 
will challenge the concept by acting as part 
of a patchwork of the increasingly dense 
infrastructure of the city.  The city in its 
very physicality has been largely disjoined 
and deprived of an overarching institutional 
logic or public discourse capable of tying its 
heterogeneous residents together on some 
conviction of common belonging or reference.  

The intervention becomes the catalyst through 
which the users can put together connections 
between the diverse infrastructures, spaces, 
populations, institutions and activities of the 
city. (fi gure 4.6)   
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(4.6)

(4.7)

Figure (4.6):
Sketch illustrating the connections between systems 
and places within the city
Figure (4.7):  
The image indicates the site and its surroundings as 
an area in need of densifi cation
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4.1.2  Constitutional Court of South Africa

The new Constitutional Court of South 
Africa, situated on Constitution Hill, is a 
remarkable feat of architectural daring and 
hope.  It celebrates the ideals of a progressive 
Constitution; commemorate the suffering and 
struggles of the country’s past without slavishly 
doing obeisance to history and give visible form 
to the belief that all are equal before the law  
(Law-Viljoen 2006).  The greatest challenge of 
the building was to embody the moment – both 
historically and architecturally – and to see into 
the future.    

While architecture in South African cities is 
an agglomeration of European styles - Cape 
Dutch, Victorian, Edwardian, Art Deco and 
more recently, Tuscan, the Constitutional Court 
refl ects the new democratic order, and shows 
how the city is embracing the challenges of 
transformation and growth.   

(4.8)

(4.9)

Figure (4.8):  
The Court at dusk
Figure (4.9):
Looking from 
Hillbrow along the 
southern façade of 
the building towards 
Constitution Square

 
 
 



Apartheid has had a profound effect on the 
country’s architecture, and is still very evident. 
‘In no other country does architecture and 
urban planning bear such vivid witness to 
history, to politics and to social division. And 
these deeply embedded traces of apartheid 
remain ubiquitous in South Africa today’  
(Mabin, 2007).  Apartheid buildings are almost 
always recognisable by their closed, exclusive 
nature, often imposing an uneasy presence 
diffi cult to ignore.  Paul Wygers, an architect 
at Urban Solutions, one of the consultants on 
the project, said of the court, ‘The building 
needs to be as active as possible - the court will 
not be a monument, it will be a people-inviting 
place.’  The court did meet these demands:

‘…the warmth and openness of the building 
was undeniable.  It was a court for the people, 
expressing a range of cultural expectations of 
the concepts of justice and democracy.’ (Law-
Viljoen 2006)

The new-style architecture is changing the 
feel of South African cities.  Many, who were 
confi ned by apartheid to townships and rural 
Bantustans, or to the countries beyond our 
borders, have converged on the streets of our 
cities to claim its promise of a better life. Public 
space is being occupied in new ways. 

It is not about a style or fashion but about a new 
culture of planning and building, which creates 
a new approach to architecture and space.

‘It was to become an iconic building, celebrated 
for its daring, it’s combination of dignity and 
accessibility, its warmth and light, and its 
embodiment of the hopes of a young country.’  
(Law-Viljoen 2006) 

While some would argue that change in South 
African society is not happening fast enough, 
the Constitutional Court epitomises a new, 
open society that caters for creative spaces 
where people can mingle with each other.  The 
architecture of this work is more spatial than 
visual. The design space anticipates new ways 
of how people live. It refl ects rural habits within 
an urban setting - a culture going through a 
transition.   
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Figure (4.10):  
Eastern approach to the Court
Figure (4.11):
Drawing showing the position of 
the court in relation to Constitution 
Square

(4.10)

(4.11)

 
 
 



Relevance:  
Warmth and openness of the building:  The 
Constitutional Court is an invitation to newness 
and change.  Whereas courts are known to 
be private and daunting, the Constitutional 
Court is happy, inclusive and open.  One feels a 
participant there.  This is a feeling encouraged 
by such simple things as the levels of seats in 
the Court Chamber.  In that space one feels 
that one is part of the whole.
  
Active participation and accessibility:  The 
court becomes part of the public life of the 
surrounding area, open to be freely used and 
visited. 

Abstraction of tree canopy:  The foyer was 
designed as an abstraction of a tree canopy: 
‘The shade of a tree as a place of communal 
gathering.’ (Law-VIljoen 2006)  Light falls 
through glass splinters in the concrete fl at 
roof to create dappled light.  Columns are 
arranged randomly at angles to reinforce the 
tree image.  

Artist involvement:  The idea of artist 
involvement in the design and building process 
is a wonderful aspect of the Court.  This have 
enriched spaces and detailing.  The ideal would 
be to involve artists as early as the concept 
stage of the design, to create the opportunity 
for a true integration of artworks into the built 
form.
  

Figure (4.12):  
Cross-section 
showing the direct 
relationship between 
Constitution Square, 
the raised entrance 
podium, the Foyer 
and the Court 
Chamber
Figure (4.13) & 
(4.14):
Early concept 
drawings imagining 
everyday activity 
around the Court 

(4.12)

(4.13)

(4.14)
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Implementation:  Being confronted with the 
concept of how people live in the South African 
urban environment, and by considering our 
climate as infl uential to the design of urban 
space, the author initiates an alternative 
urban fabric; one in which the segregation of 
‘inside’ and ‘outside’ is being enriched by a third 
dimension of the ‘in-between’.  The ‘outside’ 
dimension, as within the organization of the 
traditional African village, being defi ned by a 
border or the composition of the structures. 
(fi gures 4.16 and 4.17)  

The transition from the outside to the inside 
therefore evolves around being in beyond the 
‘unfamiliar’, towards that which is known.  
Thus, a transition form the street, into a 
defi ned space, into the building.       

Figure (4.15):  
Drawing showing the relationship between ideas of ‘inside’ and 
‘outside’.  The foyer is intended to be as much an inside space 
as an outside space, its roof a canopy of clouds and leaves. 
Figure (4.16) & (4.17):
Traditional african villages
Figure (4.18):
Sketch explaining the concept of ‘inside’ and ‘outside’.

(4.15)
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(4.16) (4.17)

(4.18)

 
 
 



Figure (4.19):
Sketches showing the  fi rst concept of ‘inside’ and ‘outside’ 
as being used in the design investigation
Figure (4.20):  
The relationship between ‘inside’ and ‘outside’ as been used 
within the Constitutional Court, is taken further within the 
design investigation, by adding the third dimension of the 
in-between
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(4.19) (4.20)

 
 
 



4.2_Physical Precedents
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The following section involves the analysis of 
specifi c precedents so as to inform the technical 
requirements for the selected function of the 
building.  The technical issues which will be 
considered include the following:     

• Spatial interconnectivity
• Circulation
• Sizes

The aim of diagrammatically analyzing the spatial 
connectivity and circulation requirements of the 
precedents is not to inform the architectural 
language, but merely to inform decisions with 
regards to the functioning of the selected 
facilities within the building.  The different 
facilities and selected precedents are:

     • Cafeterias

 - Condé Nast’s Cafeteria, Times Square, 
   New York by Frank O. Gehry and Associates

 - TV Studio Cafeteria for Televisa, Mexico City
   by TEN Arquitectos, Architect
 
     • Clinical testing and X-rays

 - X-ray department at King Edward Memorial   
   Hospital, Ealing

4.2.1  Condé Nast’s Cafeteria, Times Square, 
New York 

(4.21)

(4.22)

(4.23)

Figure (4.21), (4.22) 
& (4.23): 
Interior views of the 
cafeteria
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(4.24)

(4.25) (4.26)

(4.27)

Figure (4.24):
Ground fl oor plan
Figure (4.25) & (4.26):  
Spatial connectivity and circulation
Figure (4.27):
Diagram showing the circulation as a linear 
aproach
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