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SUMMARY

Bacterial diseases, commonly associated with dry beans, often cause severe yield and
seed quality loss. Disease surveys, as reported in chapter 2, indicated that common
bacterial blight occurred in 83% and 85% of localities in seed and commercial dry bean
production areas, respectively. Halo blightwas restricted to cooler production areas and
occurred in only 10% of seed production fields and 37% of commercial fields surveyed.
Bacterial brown spot was the most widespread bacterial disease of dry bean, occurring
in 83% of seed production fields and 100% commercial fields. Although incidences of
bacterial diseases were high, severity was generally low. The widespread distribution
of bacterial diseases in both seed and commercial production areas raises concern that

the production of disease-free seed in South Africa might not represent an effective
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