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FOREWORD

I began to be attracted to the studies of Hebrews since I
took the course, "Theology of Hebrews," (taught by Dr. Richard
B. Gaffin, Jr.) at Westminster Theological Seminary. While I
was working on a thesis toward a Master of Theology degree
there (Faculty advisor was Dr. Dan G. McCartney), I was
fascinated by the pilgrim motif and eschatology of Hebrews.
When I came to‘University of Pretoria for Ph.D., Dr. Andries B.
du Toit, my promotor, suggested me to continue the studies in
Hebrews and guided me to work on the motif of perseverance
which proved to be one of the underlying paraenetic themes of
Hebrews.

First, I am grateful to Dr. Andries B. du Toit, whose
kind, scholarly and persevering guidance made the completion of
this dissertation possible. I am also grateful to the New
Testament department of the school of Theology (Section B) at
University of Pretoria, which provided a scholarship that made
possible my study here.

Next, I am most grateful to my wife, Youngin, and my
daughters, Jeongeun and Jeonghye, who were not only patient but
also continually encouraged me throughout the course of writing
this dissertation.

While writing on the motif of perseverance in Hebrews, I
humbly acknowledge that I just tasted what it means to
persevere. All the glory must go to God who is able to "work in

us what is pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ" (Heb 13:21).
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