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APPENDIX A  
 

Legal deposit Act 
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APPENDIX B 
 

Regulations under the Legal Deposit Act  
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APPENDIX C 
 

Outline of interview schedule for publishers 
 
 
Introduction 
Thank you for willingness to be interviewed. 
Information provided on what study is about, scope of study, why it is 
being conducted, what will be done with results. Important: mention that 
this is not an investigation to “check” whether publishers have complied 
with legal deposit, merely a survey on opinions, feelings and attitudes on 
legal deposit. 
Confidentiality stressed. 
Explanation of the format of the interview. 
Obtain permission to tape the interview. 
 
General questions 
Question about interviewee’s personal role in the organisation in general, 
and with regard to legal deposit.  
Question on personal knowledge and awareness of legal deposit 
legislation and legal deposit obligations of publishers. 
Personal awareness of (new) Legal Deposit Act of 1997. 
Awareness of other staff in organisation of legal deposit. 
Awareness of authors of legal deposit. 
Provide a short overview of mechanisms and procedures in the 
organisation  to ensure that copies of publications are submitted for legal 
deposit e.g. person responsible, any check mechanisms in place such as 
duplicate lists and date sent, receipts from legal deposit libraries. 
 
Issues covered by legislation 
Opinions on aims of legal deposit: 

- Preservation of publications 
- Use of material in the legal deposit libraries 

How should material be used? e.g. only in the reference 
section; interlibrary loans. 

- Compilation of the South African National Bibliography 
 
Number of copies to be deposited to legal deposit libraries 
Do you send to all five of the libraries? 
If yes, what is your feeling about the fact that 5 copies of a publication have to be 
sent? If no, why do you not send? 
 
Costs 
Are you comfortable with the fact that the publisher has to bear the costs 
involved in sending publications as legal deposit? 
 
 

 



 266

Time of deposit 
How soon after publication does your organisation send its books to the legal 
deposit libraries? 
(if publisher does not deposit): How soon after publication would you think is a 
practical time to send publications? 
Do you know what the time stipulation is in the Act? 
 
Types of publications to be deposited 
What material do you send to the legal deposit libraries? 
Can you think of any instance that a publisher could or should be exempted 
from delivering a publication? 
Has your organisation ever made an arrangement with one or more of the legal 
deposit libraries not to send a copy of a publication?  
Have you ever thought about asking for exemption? 
 
Communication 
a) General communication 
How do you communicate with the legal deposit libraries? 
 
b) Communication regarding depositing of publications 
Can you recall any instance that you have ever had a problem with one of 
the five libraries regarding delivering material as legal deposit? 
Have you ever been contacted by the libraries for not delivering your 
publications?  
What would your reaction be if a library threatened you with the law for 
not delivering you publications as legal deposit? 
Can you tell me what the penalty under South African law is for non-
compliance?  
 
Open-ended questions 
Do you think can be done to trace smaller “untraceable” publishers? 
Have you got any other opinions or ideas on legal deposit that we have 
not covered today? 
 
Conclusion 
What do you think are the benefits of the system of legal deposit for you 
as a publisher? 
 
Final thank you. 
  
 

********************************** 
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APPENDIX D 
 

Outline of interview schedule for libraries 
 
Introduction 
Thank you for willingness to be interviewed. 
Information on what study is about, scope of study, why it is being 
conducted, what will be done with results. Important: mention that this is 
not an investigation to “check” whether publishers have complied with 
legal deposit, merely a survey on opinions, feelings and attitudes on legal 
deposit. 
Confidentiality: a specific library will not be identified with a specific 
opinion given.  
Explanation of the format of the interview. 
Permission to tape the interview. 
 
General questions 
Question about the individual roles of the persons present at the 
interview, in the organisation in general, and with regard to legal deposit. 
Question on personal knowledge and awareness of legal deposit 
legislation and legal deposit obligations of publishers. 
Personal awareness of (new) Legal Deposit Act of 1997. 
Awareness of other staff in organisation of legal deposit. 
Awareness of authors of legal deposit. 
 
Duties of places of legal deposit   
What processes are in place in your institution with regard to: 
 Accessioning and preserving the documents received as legal deposit? 
 Ensuring free access to the material? 
 Cataloguing of the material received as legal deposit? 
 
Issues covered in legislation 
Please provide opinions freely on the various issues. What are your 
opinions on: 
 
Number of copies of publication that publishers to deliver as legal deposit 
i.e. one copy to each of the five libraries? 
 
Costs that publisher has to bear in delivering the material? 
 
Time of deposit. Do publishers adhere to the 14-day stipulation of the Act? 
 
Types of publication sent as legal deposit. 
 What do you not receive? 

Do you have any problems regarding types of publications subject to 
legal deposit?  
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Exemptions 
Are you aware of the provisions in the Act for providing exemption form 
legal deposit? 
Are you aware of any cases where a publisher has been exempted from 
delivering a publication to your library? 
(if yes, ask what type of publication and reason for exemption and 
whether relevant bibliographic information is sent to the National Library 
in Pretoria as stipulated by the Act) 
 
Communication 
Please expand on communication with publishers generally and 
regarding legal deposit issues; also communication with the other legal 
deposit libraries, and with the Legal Deposit Committee. 
 
Enforcing and monitoring legal deposit 
Please provide information on mechanisms and procedures in place in the 
library to ensure that copies of publications are submitted for legal 
deposit, tracing procedures, follow-up procedures etc. 
 
Any problems experienced with legal deposit? 
 
Open-ended questions 
How do you think the persons or institutions responsible for legal deposit 
in South Africa can ensure more effective compliance with legislation? 
How can “untraceable” smaller publishers be traced?  
 
Conclusion 
Have you got any other opinions or ideas on legal deposit that we have 
not covered today? 
 
Final thank you. 
 
 

**************************************** 
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APPENDIX E 
 

British Library home page  
(http://www.bl.uk) 
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APPENDIX F 
 

Various pages from National Library of Australia website 
(http://www.nla.gov.au) 
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APPENDIX G 
 

Examples of pages on NLSA site  
(http://www.nlsa.ac.za) 
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APPENDIX H 
 

Legal deposit information found on Natal Society site  
(http://www.lawsoc.co.za/lawlibrary/resources/legal/legaldepositnsl.htm) 
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APPENDIX I 
 

Composite picture of SABookNews Online showing pamphlet 
with legal deposit information 

(http://www.booknews.co.za) 
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