%{_..__._._.._\u

SOUTH

Vo

WEST !

AFRICA

.....-....-...-_......_...-.,.__...,.._u___‘......-_.—.‘.,-..u_--........-_...

DSe

BOTSWANA

,ﬂ’gﬁ*ﬁ;‘.? ‘5
__‘_ﬁfiﬁ., "_f‘ L LAND [ 2
| ORANGE v |
’i )
1 EREE i < lf:en‘rm.
l sTate wsatyc{j A
2 5 P
ll S CUTH AFRIC A 5 ;
‘ i
! Ca®E e RO {
}
| /
1 /h/_/\‘“’ / / mmﬂd

Past distribution:

Present distribution

-
L

Hippotragus niger (Sable)

3

%
!
f
!

i
TRAMSVAAL

s, Seudio




191. T S, E

Hippoiragus niger (Sable antelope):

Transvasl:

The first written records of the sable
are those of Harpis (184 ) who encountered the species
onn the wooded hills of the Cashan (Magaliesberg) range
(present—-day Rustenburg and Britas districts) in 1837.
The largest number he saw together was eleven. Other
Transvazl records include:

Buckley (1873): the Magaliesberg area,
but probably net further west than 23G E at latitude
21° 8, and elsewhere not further south than latitmde
26° s.

Glynn (1927): near Legoegot Kop in the
triet in the 1870's as well as in the
vicinity of the 0lifanis river, eastern Transvaal,

Sclater and Thomas (1884-5): the northern

W

Lydenburg di

Transvaal.

Kirby (189%8): the eastern Transvasl.

Rendall {(1895): rare between the Sabi
and Crocodile rivers in the eastern Transvaal.

Bryden (1899): guoting Selous, states theat
the sable ranged as far south as about 20 miles west
of Zeerust; along both banks of the Limpopoe river; the
eastern Transvaal lowveld,

Selater (1900): practically extinet in the
Magaliesberg vicinity, but more plentiful in the eastern
Transvaal.

Lydekker (1908): from the Magaliesberg
range northwards; mainly in the eastern Transvaal with
westward extensione along the Limpopo valley.

Stevenson-Hamilton (1911): the o0ld Sabie
and Shingwedzi (ame Heserves.

Hangner (1920): northern and eastern
Transvaal.

FitzSimons (1920): from northern Transveal
to Mocambigue, but no longer south of the Crocodile
river.

Stevenson-Hamilton (1920): the lowveld
of eastern Transvaal.

Mocambigue:

Peters {1852): the hills in the Tete
vicinity and in the forested parts of Sensa.

1927, oo
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Kirk (1864}: near the Zambezi delts.

Kirby (1899): throughout Mocambigus but
not rumerous in sil areas; migrates during the dry
season towords the east along the lower courses of the
Liuli, ILukugt and Lugira rivers; scarce in the Cherin-
gomg area but morz plentiful in Gorongosa.

Findlay (1803): along the Jungwe river.

Vasze {19039): along the Busi river an®

Haagner {1920} and Shortridge {1934) do
net give detailed distributions in Bocumbique, but
only aliude to its occurrence in Poriuguese East ASr. .-

Capell (1901~42): between 3abie in the

Tranavesl and Maticumna in Mocambigue in 1906.

Rhodesia:

s A 3 STk ST

Baines (1864}: betwesn Dakas [(=Deka?) and
Fanda ma Tenga on the Botowans border.

Blton (1873): between ithe Ramaguabsne and

cantshockwe rivers.

Holub {1881): amongst the granite hills
of western ¥atabeleland.
Selous {18%51): the southwestern part of

)

Matabeleland, especially the Ramaguabane, Shashani and
Simukwe river vicinities: oo cesionally on the road from
Tati to the Zambezi, but more often at
in Botswana and near the Dake {(=Deka %) river; the
higher parts of Kashonalend as far as northesstern
Matabeleland, however, form the true home of the sable.

Heluk (1890): nesr the Matetsi river.

Selous {1893): the western end of the
Umvukwe Hills; the vicinity of the Manyawi, Umfule,
Unmzweswe, Umniati, Sebakwe, Luia and Gwelo rivers;
common in northern Mashonaland,

Oates (1899): in the vicinity of the
Umbango, Umvungu, upper Gwailo, Umgwsenys, Ramaguabans,
Tamasanka, Tati and Tlhamaganyana rivers.

BMillais (7899): near the Nuanetsi river.

Scleter (1900): numercus in Mashonaland.

Seious {1907): the angle between the Gwai
and Zambezi rivers; near the Jomani, Umsengaisi, Owenie,
Unniati and Umfule rivers as well as the Gezzan rivalet.

selous (i908): the Dett voilew.

Lydekker (1908): norihern Mashoraland ang
eastern Rhodesig.

193/ viimn
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Chubb {1909): near Mengwe in Eatabeleland.

Boltswanas;

t: west and northwest of
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Limpopo river as

southeastern Botawana.

| (1850): along the Limpopo and
o

Notwani rivers; the viocinity of Mabotsa, Mahalapye,

i

othlekane and Kolobeng.

Helub (1881): the Gushuma Flat on the

Chobe river; Tobane or the Makleutsi rivers whers 1ar
mumbers were recorded.

Bradshaw {1881): the Chobe river vicinity.

41} : searce slong the Chobe ang

deinity of the Kamagus~

1
wato territory east of

in the norih.
he Shashi river.
" i) f-. « A.. "‘.’ . -‘.\ .
Selous {in Bryden, 1899)}: the zable

ranged as far morth in Beiswana as the old wagon track

from Shoshong to Hatabeleland; the western boundary
of 1 Pati to the junciion of

ite range was a line frono
the Chobe and Zambezi rivers, i.e. more or less the
presepti—day Boltswans-Rhodesian border; sometinmes
encountered to the west of this boundary, fer instance
slong the Wsta wiver; found at a
along this line, s.g. st Gazums
but unknown Lo the west thereof; sven &% permanent
waber in Yhe desert: swmall numbers recorded from the
Chnobe river.

Hodson {1912)2 between Gat—gsrra and the

o s

Chobe river; along the Natas river; between Sibanini
Pool and Motlohomanyane in the Pande me Tengs vicinity.

South West Africa:

(5

HKirk (1864): the Caprivi Strip on the plains

between Linvaentl snd Sesheke.

rg.—m,; 7
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Selous (1863 and 1807): along the Chohe
river in the present-day Caprivi.

Shortridge (1934): sparsely distributed
in the western Caprivi; more numerous in the central
and emk%e rn Caprivii the Ckavengo valley between
Nyangana Wission and the western Caprivi border given
as the extrems western limit of its range.

Present distribution:
Iransvaal Bigalke (1055}: relatively scarce in the

e o s

aresas around Fretorius Kop andéd Mumhi in the southern
part of the Kruger Nationzal Park.
Kettlitz (1
(1¢58): Hans Merernsky Nature Reserve
{1955} small herds protected on

g55), Xettlitz and Verschuur

Rettlitz

.

fenced-in farms in the Soutpansberg, letabs, Pilgrims
Rest, Waterberg snd Pietersburg districts, totalling
approximately 1,000 (smended to 800 by Kettlitz, 1962).

du Plessis (1955), Meester (1660}, Hetntl i
(1962): Laoskop Dam Nature Reserve.

Fienasr (1961): large numbers in the

western half of the Park ae well as in the more open

woodlands and tree savammas of the eastern zome: estimated
numbers in the Kruger Park south of the Sabi river,
180~200, central district, 340-380, north of the 01i
river, 560-580, totalling between 1080 and 1140.

Hirst (1964): a few in the Timbavati Private

=ﬂv
-

i3

Nature Reserve.
De Graaff (in 1itt.): 869 in the Kruger
National Park, March 1969.

Mocambi

4
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Ellerman et 2l.(1951): widely distributed
in Mocambique.
Fajardo (1953): the Gorongosa Natiomal Park.

’

Tinley un?hjtJ commen in Gorongosa and in
the Marromeu Reserve in the Zambezi Delts.

Roodes

Bigalke(1955): the center of distribution
of the sable has aiways lain north of the Limpopo river
in Rhodegim, especially in Mashonaland.

Praser (1858): biggest concentrations in

the Wankie Native district:; also occurs elsewbers in
both the low and high veld.
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¢hild and Savory (1964): a widespread
but patehy distribution throughout Rhodesia.

Botswans:
Hill {1942)}: the vieinities of Kweal; the
Webabe flats, Tsoitssroga pan and Kzbulasbuls ; northeast

of Lake ﬁg&mi‘
: Ngamiland.

)
lans, the twin lagetiis
neayr the Kwaaili river.
1966): the Moremi Game Heserve.
1066 ): common in groups of up Lo
twenty in the morﬂma fame Heserve.
Knobel (1967): the Chobe Game Hessrve.
{

Q
-
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Palmer (1967): the Chohe Geme Heserve.

iy

Child {1968): rare on the western side u:

e

the Okavango swamps; esshern fringe ¢f ithe Okavange
SWamps and adjacent parts of the Eababa, the Chobe/
Linyanti arss and Kalahari woodlsnd in the northezsftern
and easterxn peries of Boitswana.

Smithers {(1968}: northern Botswana to Ll
north and east of the Okavange delts; a&s far wesi as
near Seronge on the ezstern bank of the Okavango riv.r|
south as far sz Maun, the northern parts of the Nakari-
kari vans, Nata and the Tati Concession.

Scuth West Airica:

Ellermsn ¢t al.{1953):northern South Wes
Africa; the Cavrivi; the Okavango valley; the north-—
eastern corner of the Grootfontein distriet.

Bigalke (1958): scarce in the western
Caprivi and only occurs where the Okavapgo river crosses
the Strip:; more plentiful along the Kwando river
tewards the easterm Caprivie.

Chenge in distributisn:
The acuthern limit of {the range of th
sable has moved northwards awey from the Magallasnerg

range, but otherwise it occupies more or less the same
srea as in the pasi.

%p the west and northwest of the Limpopo
river in Botswana, its distribution has contracied from
as far south as the Notwsni river norihwards te Teti.
Chiléd (19568) finds it practically extinct on the western
Okavango swamps, and in severszl paris of northeastern
Botswanz a noticeable decline in gable numbers during

the last 20 or more years.
9 ,aaobh
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Hippotragus leucophaeus (Extinet bluebuck):

Mohr (1967) believes Kolb (= Kolben) to
have first recorded the bluebuck in 1708 when on his
way to the minersl springs in the Caledon vicinity.He
encountered the species in the vicinity of the Hottentots-
Holland mouniains.

Phunberg {1772): the farm Tygerhoek at the
Jjunction of the Sonderend and Breede rivers,

Sparrman {(1789): a hide preserved on a
farm in the vicinity of the Krakeel river.

Le Vaillant (1796)}: the "Tiger—Hoee" (=
Tygerhoek) vicinity in the Soetmelksvallei .

VC.104, Cape Archives: along the banks
of the Sonderend river. (This document covers the period
1796~8 and states: "De blauwebok, of Leucophes was
meede een bewoner van de ocevers dezer rivier, en wierd
in geen ander deel der Colonie gevinden, dog dit schoone
beest 1s Zeits de laatste tien Jaren geheel verdweenen.”
This source also mentions the bluebuck as earlier
inhabiting the area between the Gourits river and
Stellenbosch, adding however that it was probably
extinet alrzady in the whole of the Cape Province.)

Barrow {1801): ev+tinet gt the time of
writing in the Swellendam viecinity; a few months prior
to the evacuation of the Cape by the English forces in
1803, a small herd was again seen in the Soetmelksvallei
and fired on.

Lichtenstein (1812): a few occasionally
seen eariier by others in the valley of the Gourits
river, but no definite proof that he personally
encountered the bluebuck. '

Sclater and Thomas (1894): range vaguely
given as the Cape Cclony; extinct at the end of the
eighteenth century.

Bryden (18¢%8): alrsady extinet for a hundred
years; a scarct znd very local species, even at the
time of the N:therlands occupation of the Cape; ocourred
in that periocd in the Swellendam vicinity, about 130
miles from Cape Town and in an areaz of approximately
100 square miles; extinet at about 1799.

Lydekker {(1908): the souithern districts of
the Cape Colony; one of its final refuges was the
mountaing hetwren Swellendam and Algoa Bay; last
specimen shot in 18CC.

197/[c0u.|
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Haagner (1920): the species met its end
in 1800.

FitzSimons (1920): previously inhabited
the southwestern portion of the Cape Province.

Mohr (1967): guotes Renshaw (1921) as
follows: ".... perhaps the most local of all antelopes,
i%¥ occurred only in the province of Swellendam in the
southwest of Cape Colony, being utterly unknown
elsewhere; ™.

Eloff (1961): only known from the triangle
Caiedon, Swellendam and Bredasdorp.

The extinct bluebuck ig mentioned by
relatively few authors, and then only as having a
very local distribution. The last Specimen was probably
shot in 1799 or 1800, but definitely not much later
than the turn of the century.

198 /s s
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Demaliscus lunatus(Sassaby):

According to Shortridge (1934) and Bryden
(1936), the sassaby was probably discovered by Daniell,
Truter and Somerville in 1801 between Kuruman and _
Litakun in the northern Cepe. Both Shortridge and Bryden
state that it did not range south of the Orange river,
but only as far as Grigualand West.

Cape Province:
Burchell (1822): the Litakun vicinity.
Smith (XKirby, 1240): near the Marseisane
and Molopc rivers, very near the Cape - Transvasl border
in 1835.

Moffat (Wallis, 1845): between the Setlagodi
and Mareetsane rivers in 18235,

Harris (1841): along the Mareetsane and
Mclopo rivers.

Smith (1849): north and east of Litakun,
but not to the south thereof.

Cumming (1850): just north of the Orange
river in Griqualsnd West; nesr the junction of the Riet
and Vaal riverz; near the Mareetsans rive:.

Natal:

Whether or not the sassaby occcurred in
nerthern Zululand and eastern Swaziland is not clear.
Drummend (1875) states that it was seldom if ever to be
found south of the Usutu river, but when he describes
his hunting in that region one is never certsin if at
a given moment, Drummond iz in Nstal, Swaziland or
Mocambigue. As he constantly mentions sassaby in the
area, it is difficult to say in which country they were
encountered. Since Van Qordt (1894-5) records sassaby
from the old Pongola Game Zeserve, the chances are that
they also occurred in northernm Zululand.

Trensvasi:
Smith (Xirby, 1940): the Marico river -~
Magaliesberg - Crocodile river area; further northwest
near the Hex river, Pilansberg, Dwarsberg and the
confluence of the Marico and Crocodile rivers, in 1835.
Harris {1841): praciically the same are=a
as Smith, above.

1G0T
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Smith (1849): common norith of Kurrichane
(present—dey Mariceo).

Erskine {(1869): near the Umbabat river,
& tribuitary of the Olifants river in eastern Transvaal.

Mauch (Petermann, 1870): north of Lydemburg.

Glynn (1926): near Legogot Kop in the
White River srea in the 1870's.

Baines (1877): near the Magalakwen river.

Van Oordt (1894): the old Pongola Game
Reserve.

Chapman (1900): the eastern Transvaasl
Jowveld.

Stevenson-Hamilton (1812): the Sabie and
Shingwedzi Geme Heserves.

Stevenson=Hamilton (1G34): the open aresas
of the eastern Transvaal lowveld.

Mocambigue:

Drummond (1875): in large numbers just
north of the Usutu river.

Erskine {187%): near the Limpopo on
approximately the Tropic of Capricorn.

Kirby (1899): the Chimoio and southwestern
Gorongosa districits; elong the Pungwe and Mwanza rivers;
during the rainy season, nerthwards along the Chiringomsz
hills.

Vasse (1909): near Guengere on the Pungwe.

Rhodesia:

lton {1873): between the Rsmagqusbane,
Santchokwe and Simukwe rivers in southern Matabeleland.

Holub (1881): western Mstabeleland.

Oates (1889}: the vicinity of the Sskasusi,
Simukwe, upper Gwaileo, Umgwanya, Ramaquabane and Tati
rivers.

Holub (189C)}: between Panda ma Tenga in
Botswana and the WVintonmic Palls:; near the Hatetsi river.

Selous (1883): the vieinity of the Bili,
Manyami, Se-whoiwhoi, Umfule, Umniati, Gwelo and Inyati
rivers.

Millsis (i1899): near the Kuanetsi river.

Selous {(1907): near the Inyati, Gwenia,
Jomani, Hanyene, Vuugo, ZSebakwe, Umsengaisi znd Gwenia

rivers.

200,50
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Selous (1908): the Pungwe river in the east.
Chubk (1909): near Kangwe in Matabeleland.

Botswana:

Bain {(Lister, 1949): near Segutshane just
north of the Molopo river in 1826.

Kethuen {1848): near Holepolole and in
the vicinity of the Notwani and Marico rivers.

Cumming (185C): nesr Bostlaname and Lephepe;
along the Limpopo river.

Moffat (Wallis, 1945): between Kanye and
Lithubaruba (= Dithubaruba?) and more to the north
near the Makhue river in 1854.

Holden (1855): quotes from the diary of
MeCabe who recorded sassaby from the Mababe flats.

Andersson (1856): near Lake Ngami.

Livingstone {1857): the Xolobeng vicinity:
the Makariksri pans; near the Chobe river.

Baines (1864): near the Botawsna—-Rhodesian
border at Daka (=Deka?).

Leyland (1866): near Mabotsa in the
vicinity of the Rekgatls territory.

Stabb (Tabler, 1967): near the Hamaguebane
river in 1875. :

Bolub (1881): west of the Limpopo river;
near the Makarikeri pans; zlong the Nata and Chobe rivers.

Anderson (1888): the northern and eastern
parts of Roiswana. '

Oates (1889): the upper Tati river and
the Tati vicinity. ;

Holub (1890) : the Makarikari pans.

Bryden (1893): northwest of Lake Ngami:
the Wababe flate snd northern Botswans.

Selous (1893}: the Mababe flats.

Baldwin {1894): near Kolobeng and Kanye
and near the Shaghi river.

Selous (1907): slong the Tati river in the
Tati viecinity; along the Chobe and Botletle rivers.

Hodson (1912)}: the vieinity of the Mababe

iver; the Mababe flats; between Gat-garra and ithe

Chobe river.

Douth West Africa:
Anderson {1888): near the Chobe river in

the Caprivi.
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Schultz and Hammer (1897): near the Chobe
marshes and at Geluka in the Caprivi.

' Donat {1899): near Otjitambi-Okokoja on
the way from Fransfontein to CGrootfontein in northern
South West Africa.

Shortridge (1934): the Okavange region
and the Caprivi; in a 20 mile wide strip along the
Okavango valley in the Grootfontein district; only
near the Angola horder in Ovamboland; fairly plentiful
in the Caprivi.

Swaziland :

Drummond (1875) hunting slong the fringes
of Swaziland, mentions the sessaby, whilst Buckley(1876)
alse mentions it from “Amazwazi Land ".

General:

The past distribution of the sassaby
included the eastern Transvaal, Gezalsnd and the Pungwe
districts of Mocambigue, Kashonaland and the area
westwards towards Lake Ngami, according to Bryden (18%38),
Ward (1896) and Lvdekker (1908). Selater (1900} siates
that it occurred throughout ¥Matabeleland and HMashonaland
and from there to the west, via Lake Ngami, to0 northemrn
Ovamboland: alsc in the ssstern Transvasl lowveld,
¥ocambigque, probably Swazilsnd and, in small numbers,
southern Botswana and porthwestern Transvasl.

Present distribution:

Transvaal: :
Ellerman et al.{1953): meinly north of
the Olifants river in the Xruger Netional Park.

Kettlitz {1955 and 1962): outside the
Kruger National Park in the Transveal it occurs along
the boundary of the Park between the Shingwedzi and
Small Letasba rivers; om a few farms in the Pilgrims
Rest district; in smell numbers in the Waterberg and
Potgietersrust disiricts; toital number spproximately
500. The species is in danger of extinction outside
the Park.

Pienaar (1963): the Kruger RNational Park,
where the bulk of the sazsaby populaticn oceurs norih
of the Letaba river, with a few scattered herds in the

202[’. * e
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western half of the central district and in the ¥Mlomdozi
area; approximately 500~550 occur north of the Letaba,
100-320 in the central district, totalling from 600~T00
in the Park.

Hirst (1964): smell numbers in the Pimbavati
Private Nature Ressrve.

Sidmney (1965): the Kruger National Park
and surrounding farms.

According to the 1968 census of the Natio-
nal Parks Board, approximately 760 sassaby occurred
in the Kruger National Park.

Mocambigue:

Ellerman et 2l1.(1853): survives in paris
of Mocamwbigue.

Sidney (1965): south of the Limpope river
in Sul do Save where a few hundred occur near Kucarra
and Mapulanguene (Magude district) and Matuganhana
(Sabie district); between the Limpopo and the Save
rivers, where a few survive =%t Govuro; =carce in the
upper Limpopo area; between Javane snd Guenje in the
Beirs distriet; scarce in the Pete district and in the
Zumbo~-Meravia area.

Tinley (in 1i$t.): agrees with the distri-
butimas given by Sidney (1965) but states that it
actually extends tc the Buzi flood plains; has apparent-
1y never been known tc¢ occur beiween the Buzi snd the
Zambezi, but occurs again commoniy north of the Zambezi.

Rhodesia: ’
| Annual reporis (1954-57) of the Geme
Section, Rhodesian Department of Mines, Lands and
Surveys, and Fraser {(1058): a few sassaby in Mashona~
land, scattered in widely dispersed areas, but a larger
number occurring in Matabeleland.

Child and Savory (1964): widely distributed
in the Sebungwe, Shangani and Bubi river areas, other—
wise with a patchy distribution.

Sidney (1965): the Wankie and the
Nyamandhlovu Rative districts.

203/01:;0
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Botswana:

Hill (1942): recorded by the Vernay-Lang
Kalshari expedition from Kwasi, the Msbabe flats and
Tsoisoroga pan.

Ellerman et al.(1953): Ngamiland.

Kay (1962): near the Magwekxlana lagoons
on the Kwaai river, where the sassaby occurs in fairly
large numbers,

Sidrey (1965): northern and northeastern
Botswana, i.e. parts of Ngamiland, the Chobe vicinity,
eastern and western parts of the Bamangwato territory
and Tuli Block; Sidney considers 21 degrees south
latitude as its southern boundary in Botswena.

Kirsten (1966): the Moremi Came Reserve.

Tinley (1966): resident on the flood plains
and in the marginal woodlands of the HMoremi Game Reserve
in summer and winter; large numbers on the Kwazi and
Mogogelo flocd plains.

Winchester—Gould (1968): the Chobe National
Park.

Child (1968): northeastern Botswana in the
Chobe Game Reserve; along the Chobe river and some
dispersal away from permanent water in the southwest
of the Chobe Game feserve; along the Maun Front tsetse
area.

Smithers (1968): confined tc the northern
parts of Botswens; 8 few relie” herds preserved on
farms in the Tati Concession.

Child et al.(in press): around the fringes
of the Okavango swamps.

South West Africa:

Ellerman et a8l.(1953): the northern parts,
i.e. the Okavango region, Grootfontein distriet and the
Caprivi.

Bigalke (1958): confined %o the Okavango
valley and the Caprivi Strip.

Sidney (1965): common in & narrow strip
in the vicinity of the Ckavango river and in the
Caprivi Strip; occasionally seen in omurambss near the
Angolan border.

Change in distribution:
The sassaby has long since dissppeared
from the northern Cape, southern and eastern Botswans,

s s F




northwestern Transvaal, parts of northern and eastern

Transvaal, as well as from Swaziland and from Mocam—
h of the Usutu river to the Save and

fin 1335 it

ey
ot or very rare in the area between
&

bigue from nor

g
¥agude districts. According to Tinl
has become extin
+he Zululand border and the Incomati river.
Tri other parts of southern Africe, i.e.
in Rhodesia, northern Botswane, the Caprivi and
Okavango region, it lias a mor ited distribution,

e
and numbers are no doubt lower than in fthe past.
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Damaliseus dorcas dorcas {Boniebok):

Ever since the itime when Schrijver (Mossop,
1931) nmentions more than a thousand "....bonte wilde
bokken...." near the Swarie river in the present—day
Caledon area in 168G, their habitat has slways been
restricted and well-defined, altihough their nusbers
have decliined from thousands to & few hundred at the
present time. ,

Bigalke (1955) states that st the time of
the first Buropean settlement in 1652, the range of
the bontebok seems to have been resiricted to the sand-
veld =sast and west of Cape Agulhas.

dince the Caledon mineral springs are 1o
be found in this area, gquite a number of records of
bontebok from this vicinity are to be found in the
Journals of travelliers on thelr way ito these medicinal
baths. Exauplies of these sources are Ven Pubtien {(Bothsa,
1924} in 1709~10, Cnoll (Botha, 1924) who mentions
gquite large numbers in 1710, Cloppenburg (1768} who
also encountered large numbers near thse Swartberg range
as well as near the junction of the Sonderend and Breede
rivers and Duminy (Franken, 1938) who, beiween the
years 1797 and 1810, mentionz the Hot river vicinity,
the Swellendam district and the srea along the Sout
river {(Bredasdorp) where he once saw 70 in san hour's
time.

Masson {177€) records bontebok in the
vicinity of the Kafferkuils river {present-day Riversdale
division).

Sparrman {1789) mentions the bontebok
between the Bot river and the Caledon mineral Bprings
but contends that it did nct cecur further to the east
than Swellendam,

FPaterson (178a) encounterad bontebok after
crossing the Bot river near the Swartherg ss well as
in the Tygerhoek vicinity and easstwards through the
valliey of the Sonderend river. He mentions large numbers
in the Reed Valley, about 12 miles from Swellendam.

Thunberg (1785) records bontebok from near
Swellendam.

Le Vaillant (1796) saw bontebok after
crossing the Bot river near Houhoek snd also in the
Caledon vicinity, in herds of 2,000 or more.

2&6‘/"&-?
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?he widest range of the bontebek is given
as extending from the Sonderend river to the Gourits
river, the laiter forming the bordsr between the presant-
day Riversdale and George divisions (VC. 104, Cape
Archives, 1796~8).

Berrow (1801) finds the bontebok scarce
and mentions its former zbundance in Swellendsm end in
the Soetendals valley.

Moodie (1835) also mentions the Swellendam
district ss part of the range of the bontebok.

Harris® contention that the bontebok was
common in the interior has been adequstely disproved
(in fact it was the blesbuck that he had seen), but he
is correct in giving as part of its range the Soetendals
velley near Cepe Agulbas{Barris, 1841).

Backhouse (1844) mentions Caledon and
Layard {1871) states that it was confined to the "Strand
veldt *, an extensive flat, bordered by the =ea on the
southwest, south &nd socutheast, and by a renge of
undulating country or low hills rising to the Caledon
and Swartberg ranges in the north.

According to Buckley (1876) the bontebok
was a2t the time of writing only to be found on Breda‘'s
farm nesr Cape Agulhsz, but he quotes Harrie' erroneous
statement to the effect that in earlier times it had
ranged to the Vaasl river.

Ward (1896) likewise gives the erroneous
range accorded te the bontebek by Harris, and mentions
its preservation on Van der Byl's farm near Swellendam.

Bryden {(1899) points out that Herris had
mistaken the blesbok for the bonisbok and states that
the latter was only to be found on the plains in the
immediate vicinity of Cape Agulhas; in the Bredasdorp
end Swellendam areas. He estimates the number of bonte-
bok around 300 in 1895~-6.

Lydekker (1908} also corrects the mistake
of Harris and others, declaring thet the bontebok is
only to be found near Cepe Apulhas and noet north of
the Orange river.

Selous (1908) likewise is emphatic that
the bontebok has never been found elsewhnere than on the
plains in the vicinity of Jape Agulhsas.

becording to FitzSimons {1920), the
bontebok existed in tens of thousands in former days on
the plains of the southweatern corner of the Cape

Province.
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Haagner (1920) mentions the Bredasdorp
district and Bryden {1936) gives its distribution as
between Bredasdorp and Cape Agulhas.

At the end of the previous century and
the beginning of the present one, the following figures
are given regerding the numerical status of the bontebok
in Bredasdorp and Swellendam. The numbers of bontebok
in the Bredasdorp area ocutnumbered those in Swellendam
by about 5 to 1, and the following are for Bredasdorp
only:

1898: 300 (Wynberg Times, 27th August, 1898).

1899: Approximately 450 (The South Africen Rews, 14th
September, 1899).

1800: 25C (The Cape Times, September 3rd, 1900).
1902: 250 (F. 234, Protection of Game, 1806-1905).
1903: 272 (F. 234).

1904: 270 (F.234).

1606: 390 (H 1, Agricultursl Correspondence Files, 1905-8).
1807: 210 (H 1).

1908: 323 (H 1).

1912: 312(Western Districts Game and Trout Protection
Association, Report of Annual Meeting, 22nd November
1912, pamphlet reprinted from “The Cape Times".).

Present distribution:

According to Bigalke (1955) bontebok are
to be found in the Cape Province in the Bontebok
National Park as well as on private farms in the Bredas-
dorp and Swellendam distriets; in the Cape of Good Hope
Nature Reserve and in the lLocal Area of the Nortier
Reserve of Otterdam. i ’

Rand (1955) estimates the total population
for the Cape Province at 210.

Simon (1966) gives the present distribution
of the bontebok ags the Swellendam district:; the Bontebok
National Park; private farms near Bredasdorp snd in the
Swellendam district and one herd in the Albany district.
He gives the following estimated numbers for s number
of years since the early 30's:

1981 + 17

4835 : 33

1936 = 57

1938 : €9

1961 525

1962 600

1965 ¢ 750

208/’1’00
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Van der Merwe (in litt.) gives the number
of bontebok in the Bontebok National Park, Swellendam,
as 149 in 1966. According to the National Parks Board
census of 1968, there were 214 bontebok in the same
park in May, 1968.

Change in distribution:

Very little change has taken place in the
range of the bontebok. It is still found in practically
the same area as in the past, with the largest concen-—
tration in the Bontebok National Park.

209/"%..



15

b

k3
WZP VUNIBESITHI YA PRETORIA T ST
L |
(ol
" i

b ]

WEST
Jropic_of Copocarn £

k2

|
|
i
| |
|

hep Studic )

Pzst distribution:

Present distributio

iscus dorcss phillipsi (Blesbek)

1%
T

ng
)

Cubdiy

p RHODESIA
\‘. i
> ,f
. | ;

1
BOTSWAMNA

*
S
o L

8 0 TH




+
UNIVERSITEIT VAN PRETORIA
UNIVERSITY OF PRETORIA

Q=P YUNIBESITHI YA PRETORIA

209. e

Damaliscus dorcas phillipsi (Blesbok):

Despite the blesbok-bontebok controversy
(see Skead 1958, "Kcedoce", 3r 29~43), the past ‘
distribution of the blesbok can be summarised in the
words of Bryden (1836): "The antelope never seems to
have ranged beyond the Southern and Westernm Pransvaal,
the Orange Free State, the easterly porticn of Bechuana-
land (south of the Malope River ), part of Grigualand
West, and a portion of the northern plains of Cape
Colony. Its range to the south never seems, since South
Africa became known to Europeans, to have extended to
the Great Karroo, nor does the antelope appear to have
been met with in Cape Colony much te the west of the
present division of Colesberg."

Cape Province:

Van Reenen (Kirby, 1958), on his way to the
site of the wreck of the Grosvenor in 1790, mentions
large numbers of "bonteboks" in the vicinity of the
present—-day Thomas River railway station. These “bonte—
" boks", according to Skead (13858) could only have been
blesbok. Un his return he again mentions "bonteboks"
on the so called Bontebok plains in the neighbourhood

of the present—-day Cathecart.

VC. 104, Cape Archives: the "bontebok" was
found to the north of the Sneeuberg range on the plains
near the Seekoel river (present—-day Middelburg - Richmond
- Hanover area) during the years 1796 - 8 in company
with the eland, springbuck, black wildebeest and quagga.
These "bontebok"”, too, were no doubt bleshok.

Barrow (1801): "bonteboks" from near the
Seekoel river and from the Sneeuberg and Tarka vicinities
were doubtless blesbok.

Thompson (1827): from the plains near the
Seekoel river to the north of the Sneeuberg range.

Backhouse(1844): near Colesberg and between
Colesberg and Cradock.

Methuen (1848): near the Tebus mountains
and north of the Orange river near Loharon and Chooi.

Bunbury (1848): large numbers on the
Bontebok Flats. Bunbury writes: "The high, open table
plains, called the Bontiebok Plats, lying to the north—-
east of the Winterberg, are still famous for the
abundance of large game.“

210/0--'1
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Baines (Xennedy, 1961) : the Burgersdorp-
Colesberg area in about 1850.

Cumming (1850): the Colesberg division.

Livingstone (1857): just south of the
Orange river in eastern central Cape in 1852.

Stanford (Macquarrie, 1962): Grigualand
Bast in gbout 1835,

Cumming (1850 ): just south of the Molopo
river between Little snd Great Chooi in large numbers,

Holub (1881): northeastern Cape near what
he calls "Mcffat's Salt Lake”.

Anderson (1888): large numbers in the
Kuruman=-Taung-Marico area.

"The South African News ", 14%th September,
1899: 400 in the Steynsburg division.

"The Cape Times", September 3, 1900: 400
in the Steymsburg division.

"The Cape Times", November 1912: 404 in
the Steynsburg, 37 in the Queenstown, 9 in the Albany,
8 in the Graaff Reinet and 5 in the Bredasdorp divisions.

Files F 234, 1896-~1905 and H 1, 1905-8,
Cape Archives: over a number of years in the Steynsburg
division as follows: 525 in 1902, 667 in 1903, 436 in
1904, 364 in 1905, 330 in 1906, 367 in 1907 and 363 in
1608.

Natal:

The blesbok had a limited distribution in
Natal as suggested by the following:

Brooks (1876): the blesbok ™...... is
occasionally encountered at the base of the Drakensberg
during the three coldest months of the year, having
then strayed down in search of the Natal winter-grass."

Anderson (1888): the plains at the foot
of the Drakensberg; Anderson mentions hunting it along
the upper Tugela on his way to Van Reenen‘’s Pass (
probably in the present-day Kliprivier district, accord-
ing to the route shown on his map) .

Orange Free State:

Smith (Xirby, 1939): the southern part of
the province near the present-day Boesmanskop; the
vicinity of Thaba Nehu and the upper Modder river in
large numbers in 1834.

2518 ek
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Arbousset and Daumas (1846): the eastern
Orange Free State near the Lesotho border in 1836.

Harris (1841): extremely large numbers on
the plains, especially near the Vet, Sand and Modder
rivers.

Backhouse (1844): between Thaba Nchu and
Griqualand West in large numbers.

Cumming (1850): the plains west of the
Witteberg range and in extremely large numbers near the
Vet river.

Leibbrandt (undated, Verbatim Copy 281,
Cape Archives, approximately 1860-18Q0): near the Vals
river, Bloemspruit and Koppie Aleen.

Sanderson {1860): near the socurce of the
Renoster river in the northern Free State.

Leyland (1866): between the Orange and
Modder and Orange and Riet rivers in the southwestern
part of the province.

Aylward (1878): very large numbers in the
Harrismith, Kroonsiad, Renosterspruit and Bethlehem
districts.

Gillmore {1878): the Harrismith area.

Anderson (1888): the Harrismith ares.

Holub {1890): recalls farms in the Jacobs-
dal, Fauresmith and Boshof districts where the blesbok
had an extensive distribution in earlier times but, at
the time of his passing through, were nearly extinct.

Bisset (1891): describes the "grand battue"
in honour of H.R.H. Prince Alfred on the farm Rietvlei
near Bloemfontein in 1860 when, amongst others, large
numbers of blesbok were killed. He also records blesbok
between Bloemfontein and Winburg and between Winburg
and Harrismith.

Collins (1907): large numbers throughout
the Orange Free State in 1850; large numbers killed
during a great hunt in June 1862 at "Bains Vley" near
Bloemfontein.

Brocklebank (1509): between Ventersburg
and the farm Langkuil.

Capell (1901-42): the Kroonstad district
in 1906.

Lesotho:
Smith (Kirby, 1939): southwestern Lesotho
in 1834.

(3]
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Arbousset and Daumas (1846): to the west

of the Maluti range in Lesotho.

Transvasal:

The Transvaal highveld is mentiocned by a
number of early suthors. These include:

Gillmore (1878): the vicinity of Klerksdorp
and near Hartbeesfontein in the western Transvaal.

Holub (1881): southwestern Transvaal in

the vicinity of Bamboesspruit ; near Maskwassie, Bloemhof, 3
Klerksdorp, Kiipspruit, Mattheusspruit, Christiana )
and Kunana in the western Pransvaal; Krugersdorp
district in the southern Transvaal.

Oates (188G): the Transvasl highveld.

Holub (1890): along the way from
Rooijantjiesfontein to Zeerust wia Lichtenbursg.

Baldwin (1894): the wvicinity of Potchef-
stroom and Skoonspruit.

A

Capell (1901~42): near Niddelburg in 1902.

General surveys:
The wider distribution of the blesbok is

mentioned by the following:

Buckley (1876) gives the western limit of
its range as 28° E longitude and the northern limit as
25°

Natal during the winter. He states that it occurred

30'; an occasional straggler being found in northern

mainly on the plains of the Orange Free State and south-
ern Transvaal, but in earlier times was to be found in
the Cape Province in smell numbers.

Bryden (1893) recalls its earlier abundance
on the plaine of lower Bechuanaland (present-day
northern Cape) and its occurrence in the Orange Free
State and the Transvasl only as protected herds at the
time of writing.

Sclater and Thomas (1894-5) give its
distribution as the northern plains of the Cape, the
Free State , Transvasl and what today is known as
the Cape north of the Orange river but at the time of
writing as British Bechuanalsnd.

Lydekker (1908}: on a few farms in the Orange
Free State; previocusly the plains of northern Cape, the
Orange Free State, Transvaal, Grigualand West and
'Bechuanaland’ (=northern Cape); he gJuotes Bryden
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as stating that its northern boundary was the Molopo
river, its western limit in the Cape approximately
at Colesberg; numbers in the Orange Free State and
Transvaal were approximately between 2,000 - 3,000
in 1898 according tc Bryden.

Sclater {1900): a few protected in the
Steynsburg division in the Cape andéd small numbers in
the Orange Free State and the Transvazl.

Haagner {1920), FitzSimons (1920) and
Bryden (1836) give the same general distribution
mentioned above. They also ineclude southern Bechuansland,
by which they meant the present-day northern Cape,
between the Orange river and the Molcopo river to the
north. According to Bryden (1936) blesbok disappeared
from this arez shortly after 1884 or 13885.

Presgent distribution:

The present distribution of the blesbok
is to a large extent an artificial one since it only
occurs in protected herds on fenced farms end reserves.

Due to intrecductions into areas where it has never
occurred in the past, it mey even in some areas have
a wider distribution then in the past.

Cape Province:
Rand (1955): estimates the total Cape

blesbok population at about 2,138.

Bigalke znd Bateman (1962): in the eastern
and northern Cape approximately &,830 blesbok ocecur in
the Aberdeen,Adelaide, Albany, Aliwal North, Barkly
East, Barkly West, Bedford, Britstown, Burgersdorp,
Cathcart, Colesberg, Cradock, De Aar, Dordrecht, Fort
Beaufort, CGordonia, Graaff Reinet, Hanover, Hay, Herbert,
Hofmeyr, Hopetown, Kimberley, Kuruman, Lady Grey,
Middelburg, Moltenc, Peddie, Philipstown, Port Elizabeth,
Postmasburg, Queenstown, Somerset East, Sterkstroom,
Steynsburg, Steytlerville, Stutterheim, Tarkastad,
Venterstad, Victorie East, Vryburg and Willowmore
divisions.

Gilfillan (1965): 50 blesbok in the ¥ountain
Zebra National Park.

De Graaff (in litt.): 166 in the Mountain
Zebra Nafional Park in 1G69. ‘
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Natal:

Due to introduction onto a2 large number
of farms, the blesbok has sz much wider distribution
in Natal than in the past. This artificial increase in
range includes the following areas:

Bigalke (1965): the Richmond, Lions River,
Mecoi River, Umveti, Estcourt, Kliprivier, Dundee,
Newcastle, Utrecht, Vryheid and Ngotshe districts.

Bourguin (1666 ): aprproximately 200 in
the Giants Castle Game Reserve, prebably only two in
the Loteni Nature Reserve and a few in the Coleford
Nature Reserve.

Transvaal:

Ellermen et al.{1853): near Pretoria.

Meester (19055): 44 in the S.A.Lombard
Nature Reserve.

Kettlitz (1955): gives 26° s latitude as
more or less the northern boundary of the blesbok in
the Transvaal, where it occurs on a number of private
farms; north of this boundary in the Percy Pyfe Nature
Reserve; total blesbok population of the Transvaal
approximately 25,000.

Keester (1960): approximately 100 in the
Loskop Dam Neture Reserve.

Kettlitz (1962): the natural habitat of
the blesbok, i.e. the southezstern districis with
Ermelo as the centre, carries the heaviest population;
numbers diminish towards the southwest; north of the
highveld its distribution has been extended artificially
and consequently blesboek occur nearly everywhere in
the Transvaal; total Transvaal blesbok population
approximately 2%,000.

Orange Free Siate:

Ellerman et 21.(1953): the Somerville
Game Reserve; on private property north of Kroonstad
and between Ventersburg and Winbureg.

Van Ee (1¢62): throughout the Orange Free
State with the largest concentrations in the northern

and northeastern parts of the province; a total
provinecial population of about 12,000.

Roberts (1963): 1,500 in the Willem
Pretorius Game Reserve near Winbureg.
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Gilfillan (1966): 60 in the Golden Gate
Highlands National Park.

267 blesbok occurred in the northern and
240 in the southern part of the Willem Pretorius Game
Reserve in 1968.

De Graaff (in 1litt.):228 in the Golden
Gate Highlands National Park in 1969.

Change in distribution:

The blesbok does not occur in the wild
state in any of the provinces of the Republiec of South
Africe any more but in small herds on private farms or
Game Reserves as protected game.

Although the numbers of the blesbok are
only a fraction of the multitudes of the past, their
range seems to have increased. This is however a purely
artificial extension since due to re-introduction and
introduction into areas where it had never occurred
before, it is more widespread throughout southern
Africa than previously, occurring even in the northern
Transvaal and the Natal Midlands, whilst in the Cape
it is also found further t¢ the south and southeast
than formerly.

The mapping of the present distribution
of the blesbok for the same reason causes an anomaly
since 1t seems as if a range extension has taken place.
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Alcelaphus buselaphus (Red hartebeest):

Cape Province:

According to Bryden (1899) and others, the
hartebeest occurred practiczlly throughout the Cape
Province in earlier times. A large number of records
of its distribution in the Cape have been found. These

include:

Van Riebeeck (Thom, 1958): during the
period of Van Riebeeck's stay at the Cape from 1652
until 1662, freguent mention of the hart or hartebeest
is made. At the beginning of this period large numbers
were found near the Fort and were recorded in Van
Riebeeck's diary. Expeditions sent out by Van Riebeeck
to barter with the natives also mention the hartebeest
in large numbers along the western Cape coast as far
north as Little Namaquasland.Jan Dankaert, Pieter Meerhoff
and Pieter Cruijthoff at various times during this
period mention hartebeest near the Tygerberg,
Riebeeks ¥asteel, Little and Great Berg rivers and the
Olifants river on the west coast. On one such occasion
Cruijthoff records thousands in a valley east of Riebeeks
Kasteel.

De Smit {(1662-23): in the verbatim copy
of the journal of De Smit, who during the period of
office of Governor Wagenaar undertook a journey to the
Nameguas, hartebeest are menticned en route.

Oude Wildschutte Boek (October 1687-0October
1712 and August 1712~July 1714): Drakenstein, Little
Berg river, Roodezand, Blouberg, Steenberg, Riebeeks
Kasteel, Groenekloof, Swartlend, Hottentots Holland
and Piketberg.

Van Putten (1709-10): Knoflokskraal on the
way to Houhoek.

Cnoll {17i0): near the Caledon Mineral
Springs.

Swellengrebel (1776): from Loeriesfontein
to Camdebo; near the Kariega and Brak rivers; the
- plains along the foothills of the Sneeuberg range; near
the mouth of the Sundays river; the vicinity of the
Great Fish river; the Bamboesberg and along the Sundays
river in large numbers.

Wikar (Mossop, 1935): along the lower
Orange river and in the Aughrabies vicinity in 1779.

LB LU S
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Mentzel (Mandelbrote, 1944): after passing
the Berg and Twenty—four rivers.

Sperrman (1789): between the Bot river
and the Caledon mineral springs in large numbers; the
Cuteniqua and Tsitsikamma bush; near the Swartkops
river; in large numbers between the Great and Little
Fish rivers esnd also at Agterbruintjﬁeshoogte.

Paterson (1789): Reed Valley, approximately
12 miles from Swellendam; near the Swartkops river:;
Groenekloof and Swartland.

Thunberg (1795): near Groenekloof on his
way to Saldanha Bay in 1772 and near Krakakamms (present-
day Port Elizabeth district) in 1773.

Le Vaillant (1796): near Plettenberg Bay;
Swartland; near the Berg and Twenty-four rivers.

VC. 104, 1796-98: Uilekraal and Soetendals-
vallei and from the mouth of the Breede river to Hanglip
(= Hangklip) in large numbers; on the plains east of
the Roggeveld range in large numbers; the Tarka, Swart-
berg and Cango districts in smaller numbers; the
viecinity of the Sneeuberg and the Camdebo. '

Barrow (1801): the Zuureveld; near the
Keiskamma and Seckoel rivers; Groenekloof; large numbers
on the plains in the vicinity of Plettenberg Bay:; near
Cape Agulhas ; the Karco plains of the Cango, Swariberg
and Tarka districts; Tsitsikamma; the Sneeuberg
vicinity and on the plains of Camdebo.

Barrow (1806): the Karco plains.

Lichtenstein (1812): along the Great PFish
river; near Towerfontein in the Karoo; the Sneeuberg
vicinity; Schietfonteinspcort in the Karee mountains;
near Koossi in the Cape north of the Orange river.

Campbell (1822): between 01d Lattakoo
and Meribowhey in the northern Cape; near the Mareetsane

th

(4]

river and in large numbers between the Mareetsane and
Molopo rivers.

Campbell {1815): between Port Elizabeth
and Albany in the Assegaibos vicinity.

Burchell (1822): near the confluence of
the Ky and Nu Gariep (= Orange and Vaal rivers); south
of Kaabis Krasl and near Kosi Fountain in the northern
Cape.

Smith (Kirby, 1939 and 1940): near Boetsap;
the present-day Stella vicinity and along the Mareetsane
river in 1835.
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Pringle (1835): near the junction of the
Baviaans and Great Fish rivers; the vicinity of Glen
Lynden; the Suurberg area.

Harris (1841): near Loharon (Chue area):
between the Mareetsane and Molope rivers.

Baines (Kennedy, 1961): near the Cacadou
river and in the Indwe vicinity ir 1848-49,

Methuen (1848): near Campbells Town; Little

Chue and between Setlagole and Great Chue in the Cape
to the north of the Orange river.

Cumming (1850): the northern Karoo near
Colesberg; near Davinnars Drift in the Orange river;
the junction of the Rief and Vasl rivers; near Loharon
and the MNereetsane river.

Stanford (Macquarrie, 1958 and 1962): the
Transkei in the Butterworth-Ngamakwe—Tsomo~St. Marks—
Xalanga areaj from Kokstad to the Drakensberg on farms
at the foot of the mountain in the years after 1850.

Holub {1881): near Konans in the present-
day W¥afeking ares.

Anderson {1888): between Kuruman and Tsung
and between Boetsap and Taung.

Bryden (18G3): still within 30 miles of
Vryburg and further northwards.

Selous (1907): between Keis and the lLange-
berg north of the Crange river.

Agricultural Correspondence Files, 1896 =
1908: the numbers of red hartebeest in the northern
Cape divisions fluctuated seasonally, but the following
minimum and maximum numbers for the years 1902~1908
in each of these divisions giveg a fair idea of the
numerical status of the species at the turn of the
century; Barkly West, 77 - 365; Gerdonia, a few; Hay,
48 - 64; Herbert, 300 - 1520; Kenhardt, 5 = 50 (near
Coboop); Kimberley (De Beers), 470 = 877; Kuruman, 2145
(only figure avasilable); Mafeking, 1400 - 2186; Vryburg,
3602 - 9458.

Natal:

It is not clear whether the red hartebeest
ranged throughout the entire province or was confined
to the highlands as Shortridge (1934) suggests. The
following records do nothing to clarify the matter:

Fynn (Stuart and Malcolm, 1950): in the
present—-day Utrecht vicinity.
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Gardiner (1836): between Port Natal and
the Quathlamba Drakensberg; near the upper Umzimkulu
river; along the upper Umzimvubu river (in Grigqualand
East) and near Giants Castle.

Drummond {1875): herds of approximately
40 on the grassy plains to the northwest of Zululand.

Brooks (1876): common on the Umvoti flats
during the winter and on the open plains in summer.

Buckley (1876): still & few in Zululand.

Baldwin (1894): along the Tugela valley.

Orange Free State:

According to available records, the red
hartebeest seems to have had a rather patchy distri-
bution in the Orange Free State in the past, occurring
in large numbers in the Harrismith, Bethlehem, Ficks-
burg and Ladybrand districts along the Natal and Lesotho
borders. To the west they were also mentioned in the
Winburg, Bloemfontein and Beshof districts,; but are

not recorded elsewhere.

Smith (Kirby, 1939): reccrds large numbers
from Lesotho alongz the Phutiatsisna river and on the
flats along the upper Modder river in 1835.

Arbousset snd Daumas (1846): the present—
day Ficksburg, Bethlehem and Herrismith districts as
well as in western Lesotho,in large numbers .

Liebenberg (1964): cuotes Chapman (1868},
Orpen (1908) and Steytler (1932), who all mention large
numbers of hartebeest in the Harrismith district in the
years after 1853.

Bisset (1875): at Rietvlei near Bloemfon-
tein; between Winburg and Bldemfontein; from Winburg
to Harrismith.

Anderson (1888): north of Harrismith.

Holub {1890): the Boshof district.

Collins (1907): mentions hariebeest in the
Orange Free State, but gives no specific locality.

Transvaal:

According to early records the red hartebeest
occurred mostly in the far western and northwestern
Transvaal, bordering on Botswana. Unidentified records
of hartebeest in eastern Transvaal and Swaziland were
probably Lichtenstein's.

Swith (Kirby, 1940): near the Marico and
Crocodile rivers, norihwestern Transvaal in 1835,
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Trigardt (Le Roux, 1966): about 13 miles
east of the present Pietersburg in 1836; the Soutpans-
berg vicinity in 1837; along the Sand river in the
Pietersburg distriet in 1837.

Harris (1841): along the Marico river;
large numbers along the Magaliesberg range in the
Rustenburg-Brits districts:; along the Crocodile river
in both these districts; along the Chonapas (= Mooi)
river in the western Transvasl.

Helub (1881): the Bloemhof and Christisna
districts.

Gillmore (1888}: north of the Crocodile
river and along this river in northwestern Transvazl.

Baldwin (1894 ): near the Skoonspruit in
western Transvaal.

fHhodesia:

The red hartebeest was practically unknown
in Matabeleland and possibly only barely crossed the
Botswana-Rhodesian border. Selous (1881) states that the
Serule river was the eastern limit of its range.

Botswans:

Tne hartebeest seems to have been distri-
buted throughcut Botswana in the past. The following
records relate to its distribution:

Cumming (1850): northwest of the Limpopo
river and also near Lothlokane.

Livingstone (1857): near Kolobeng.

Leyland (1866): near Mabotsa in the
Bakgatla territory. : :

Gillmore (1878): between thé Marico and
Notwani rivers; northwest of the Limpopo river, approxi-
mately on the Tropic of Capricorn.

Holub (1881): between the Marico and
Notwani rivers; from the Soa salt pan to the Nata
river; near the Chobe river and on the GCashuma flats.

Anderson (1688): between Meclepolole and
Mongwata; near Seleme Pan; the vicinity of the Zouga
river; the Lake Ngami and the Makarikari pan areas;
near the jumection of the Notwani and Limpopo rivers.

Oates (1889): between the Nata and Maitengwe
rivers; along the Ramagusbane river.

Holub {1890}: from Shoshong to Mamarutse
ard near Panda ma Tenga.
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Bryden (18¢9¢3): the Xalahari and northwards
nearly as far zs the Zambezi river.

Selous {1893): near the junction of the
Notwani and Limpopo rivers.

Senultz and Hammar (1897): near Hormsvlei
or. the Botswana—Rhocesian border.

Selous (1907): between Molepolole and the
Bamangwato territory; between the Bamangwatc territory
and Mztabeleland; near the ¥Wahslapye, Metle, Towani,
Lemoni, Gogui and Botleltle rivers or rivulets.

Passarge (1908): the Kalshari.

Hodson (1912,: near Kome; between Okwe and

o~

the Damaraland border; Sitachwe near the Nosob; the Ms-
babe flats; near Mpse and near the Makarikari pans.

According to Bryden {1898), Selous (1881)
and Lydekker (1908), the Mababe river and Lake Ngami
were the northern boundaries of the range of the harte-
beest in Botswana whilst the Serule river was more or
less the eastern one.

South West Africa:
The hariebeest occurred in most parts of

South West Africa in the past. The following records

pution:
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indicate such a
Brink and Rhenius (Mossop, 1947): Great
Namaegualand in 1761.
Andersson {Wallis, 1936): between the
O0lifants and Nossob rivers between 1827 and 1867.
Alexander (1838): from XKa
on the Kaikum , Great Namagualand
Andersson (1856): near the Omatako mountain.

ikum tc Nubapils

Gelton (1853): approximately 100 seen in
+the Ometako mountein.{Galton states that the origin of
the Omurumbs Omatako lies in this mountain, this could
therefore be the Waterberg in northern Damzraland. )

Green (Petermann, 1867): along the Cunene
river in 1867.

MeKiernan (Serton, 1954): between Alams
and Naidaus; near Otavij; from Okahakana tc the west
of the Etosha pan; near Otjiwarongo; at the junction
of the Shoshongo and Okavango rivers, all in 1874-5.

Donat (1899): the vicinity of Grootfentein
and between Okokojs and Namutonl. .

Sehultze (1907): the Komashochland; the
Rehoboth district and in the vicinity of the KNossob
river. '
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Shortridge (1934): formerly from the Orange
river northwards, but at the time of writing mostly
east of a diagonal line from Nakop west of Upington
to the Rua Cans Falls in the Cunenej not in the northern
half of Grootfontein district and the Caprivi; occurs
in the Grootfontein, Otjiwarongo, Okskandja, Windhoek,
Malteh®he, Gobabis, Gibeon and Aroab districts.

Present distribution:

Cape Province:

Power (1954): rare in the northern Cape
and protected on farms.

Rand (1955): approximately 35C in the entire
Cape Province.

Eloff (1959): counted 306 in 1957 and 188
in 1958 in the Auob and Nossob areas of the Kalahari
Gemsbok National Park.

Bigalke gnd Bateman (1962): small numbers
in the Berkly West, Gordonis, Herbert, Kimberley,
Kuruman and Vryburg divisions, with a total population
¢f approximately 1060 on farme in these divizions;
occurs in the Kelahari Gemsbok National Park.

De Graaff {(in litt.): 31 in the Addo
Elephant Park, 14 in the Bontesbok National Park and
11 in the Mountgin Zebra National Park in 196Q.

Natal:

Vincent (1962): re-introcduced into the
Giant's Castle Game Reserve.

Bourquin (1966): 12 introduced {re-?) intc
Giant's Castle Game Reserve.

Orange Free State:
Roberts (1Q63): 85 in the Willem Pretorius
Game Heserve.

These have increased to 132 according to
the 1968 census figures for this Game Reserve,

De Graaff (in 1itt.):13 in Golden Gate, 1969.
Transvaal :

Meester {(1955): 16 in the S.A.Lombard
Nature Reserve.

Kettlitz (1955): approximetely 120 on the
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farm Nietverdiend in the Marico distriet; 16 in the
S.A.Lombard Nature Reserve; & few on farms in the
Rustenburg, Waterberg and Potgietersrust districts,
giving an overall total of approximstely 300 in the
Transvaal.

Kettlitz (1962): total Transvaal population
of red hartebeest now only 200.

Rhodesia:
Fraser (1958): a few reported from the
Wenkie Native district.
Child and Savory (1964): the northern end
southwestern corners of the Wankie National Park.
' Sidney (1965): a few in the extreme
southern corner of the Wankie National Park.

Botswans: :
Hiil (1942): near Kuke pan; Matapa pan,
Kaotwe and N'Kate.

Sidney (1965): still fairly plentiful in
parts of the country, e.g. in Ngamiland, near the
Chobe and the Ghanzi area; the Bamangwato, Bakgatla,
Bakwena and Bangwaketse reserves as well as in the
Kgalagadi district: more occur in southern than in
northern Botswanra.

Child (1968): only as fsr north as the
Makarikseri area but not in the Chobe Game Beserve.

Campbell (1968): small herds move about
on the plains of the Central Kalshsri Game Reserves; a
large herd, approximately 10,000 head, on the southern
boundary of the Reserve in 1967.

Smithers (1968): widely distributed in the
central and socuthwestern Kalaheri; northwards to near
Nokaneng orn the western Okavango delis and the northerm
part of the Makerikeri flood plain; absent in the esast
except where Kalshari conditions sxtend tc the Transvaal
border , e.g. in the vicinity of Debeeti and Artesia.

Vor Richter (1969): the southwestern
Kalghari in the northern Ghanzi Bleock, Ealkfontein,
Makunds, Nojane sreas where rare; numerocus in the Kuli,
Ukwe; Tshane, Monong, Kang, Motckwe,; Mabuishane,
Sekhoms, Khakhea, Dutlwe, Takatokwane, Lethlskeng,
Salajwe, Gakhibane, Xhuis, Bbgugebo, Kolongwaneng,
Khisa, Malish, Makopong, Omawepenenc and Werda areas.
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South West Africa:

Tundholme (1951): the Wamib inm north—
western South West Africa.

Bigalke (1958): ona few farms in the
Cutjo, Omaruru, Rehoboth and Keeimanshoop districts;
more widely distributed in the Okahandja, Windhoek
and Gibeon districts; fairly common in the Gobabis,
Ot jiwarongo, Grootfontein and Tsumeb districts; also
occurs in the extreme south of the Kaokoveld, the
western and southern parts of Game Reserve 2, the
Ckavango Native Territory and parts of Ovambolend.

Van der Spuy (1962): distributed between
longitude 16° and 20° E and latitude 19° ana 25° 42 s;
approximately 50% of the population oceurring between
longitude 18° and 20° E; total farm population spproxi-
mately 6, 325.

Moon (1964): the Etosha Pan Gaeme Reserve.

Sidney (1965): followz the distribution
given for the hertebeest by Shortridge (1934) and
Bigalks (1958).

Change in distribution:
| The red hartebeest has dissppeared from
practically the whole of the Cape Provincs south of
the Orange river; the Orange Pree State znd most of
western and nerinwestern Trensvazal.
Katural herds occur only in Betswana and
Soutn West Africa; and for the rest, the red hartebeest

population consists of protected herds on farms or in
Game Feserves. It hes been introduced into the Mountain
Zebra National Park, the Bontebok Natiomal Park snd

the Addo Elephant National Park in the Cape: into the
Golden Gate Highlands Hational Park and the Willem
Pretorius Game Reserve in the Orange Free State; the
Giant's Castle Game Ressarve in Natal and the S.A.Lombard
Nature Reserve in the Transvaal; natural herds occur
only in the Wankie Hational Park, the Kalahari Gemsbok
National Park and the Game Reserves of South West Africa.
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