
 iii

PATRIARCHAL STRUCTURES, A 
HINDRANCE TO WOMEN’S RIGHTS 

 
 

BY 
 
 
    Rev. Baloyi  Magezi Elijah 
 

 
 
Submitted in fulfilment of the requirements for the degree  

 
         of Philosophiae Doctor 
 
 
 
       In the faculty of Theology 
 
     At the University of Pretoria 

 
 

 
                 Supervisor 
 
           Prof. M. Masango 
 
 
 
               August 2007 
 
 
 
 
 

            
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 iii

 
DECLARATION 

 
 
I, Rev. BALOYI MAGEZI ELIJAH, hereby declare that the work contained 
in this thesis is my original work and has never previously in its entirety or 
in part been submitted at any University for a degree. 
 
 
Signature: ___________________ 
 
Date: ________________________ 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 iii

 
SUMMARY 

 
 
The research is focusing on understanding the problems that are caused by 
the patriarchal set-up and which become stumbling blocks for the rights of 
women in the church and society. The research is done by application of the 
liberation theology from the reality of the experiences of the oppressed 
women.  
 
The research will: 
- Use the practical case studies as an experience of the victimized society in 
order to understand their pain and need.  
- Study the biblical passages that helps to understand more about how men 
and women are expected to relate to each other by God. 
- Study the African traditional understanding about how men and women 
should relate to each other. 
- Give guidelines on how men and women can be equal participants for the 
kingdom of God, without undermining the rights of women and the biblical 
message on the view of women. 
 
Liberation theology pioneered by James Cone will be used pastorally and 
therapeutically to help the women as victims of gender oppression both in 
the church and in the society.  
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