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Samevatting 
 

Troos vir bedelaar en sondaar 
‘n Teologies-kritiese ondersoek na die verband tussen lewenspeil  

en verlossing van sonde in die Gereformeerde tradisie en die betekenis daarvan 
vir ‘n Christelike lewenstyl in Suider-Afrika 

 

deur 

Hans Montagu Murray 
 

Promotor: Prof. dr. C. J. Wethmar 

Departement: Dogmatiek en Christelike Etiek 

Graad: Doctor Divinitatis 

 
Die meditasie Zondaar en bedelaar van Noordmans word as heuristiese instrument gebruik 

om die verband tussen lewenspeil en die verlossing van sonde in die Gereformeerde tradisie 

teologies-krities te ondersoek.   

 

Noordmans beskryf  hoe die bedelaar (Lasarus in Lukas 16:19-31) nie soos die sondaar (die 

tollenaar in Lukas 18:9-14) in ‘n oomblik sy skuld bely nie, maar met sy hele bestaan getuig 

dat hy ‘n skat in die hemel het.  Die intieme verband tussen liggaamlike nood en saligheid wat 

Noordmans uit die gelykenisse aflei, word vergelyk met ‘n aantal gekose kommentatore se 

gelykenis-interpretasies.  Sy meditasie word inhoudelik teen die agtergrond van sy teologie in 

die algemeen ontleed. 

 

Die kritiek van Noordmans teen die Voorsienigheidsbeskouing van Pierson en die 

Heidelbergse Kategismus, Sondag 10, word in perspektief geplaas deur die behandeling van 

Calvyn se algemene riglyne uit die Skrif oor die regte gebruik van aardse hulpmiddele.  Die 

brug tussen Calvyn en die hedendaagse samelewing word gemaak deur eksponente van die 

neo-Calvinisme (Kuyper) en die Bevrydingsteologie (Gutiérrez) te bestudeer.  Heyns, Bosch 

en Mofokeng se perspektiewe oor die verband tussen lewenspeil en die verlossing van sonde 

word behandel om nader aan die Suider-Afrikaanse problematiek te kom. 
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Gespreksgenote se eiesoortige perspektiewe op die skepping, ewige lewe en 

verantwoordelikheid met betrekking tot die verband tussen lewenspeil en die verlossing van 

sonde word sistematies geanaliseer.  Dié analise help ‘n B&S-SKEMA (bedelaar-en-sondaar-

skema) ontwikkel - ‘n hulpmiddel om meer genuanseerd oor teologiese stellings ten opsigte 

van die verband tussen lewenspeil en die verlossing van sonde te besin.   

 

Teologiese stellings oor die verband tussen ‘n persoon of groep se MIV-status en skuld en/of 

onskuld voor God word ontleed as ‘n voorbeeld van hoe die B&S-SKEMA gebruik kan word. 

 

Gereformeerde soberheid, wat beide ‘n armoede-ideaal en ontwikkelingspositiwisme afwys, 
bied ‘n sinvolle uitdrukkingsvorm vir ‘n Christelike lewenstyl in Suider-Afrika. Hoewel dit 
nie innerlike oefening uitsluit nie, word dit in die eerste instansie gekweek deur kennis van en 
vertroue op die Here.  
 

Die gevolgtrekking word uiteindelik gemaak dat die sondaar nie onbepaald oor ‘n historiese 

verloop jammer, en die bedelaar nie lewenslank sonder sonde, kan bly nie.  Beide sondaar en 

bedelaar is waarlik ellendig.  Maar vir die bedelaar wat met sy swere glo én die sondaar wat 

opreg bely, is daar Troos. 

(367 woorde) 
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The particular angles of interlocutors on creation, eternal life and responsibility with regard to 

the relationship between standard of living and forgiveness of sins are systematically 

scrutinized.  From this analysis a B&S-SCHEME (beggar-and-sinner-scheme) evolves – an 

aid to a more nuanced reflection on theological propositions concerning the relationship 

between standard of living and the forgiveness of sins. 

 

Theological propositions on the relationship between a person or group’s HIV-status and guilt 

and/or innocence before God are inspected  as an example of the possible application of the 

B&S-SCHEME.   

 

Reformed frugality offers a fruitful expression for a Christian lifestyle in Southern Africa.  It 

rejects both a poverty ideal and developmental positivism.  Although it does not exclude a 

disciplined spiritual life, it is essentially cultivated by a knowledge of and trust in the Lord.  

 

Finally, it is concluded that the sinner can not indefinitely grieve over a historical state of 

affairs and the beggar can not escape the contamination of sin over a lifelong period.  Both 

beggar and sinner are frankly wretched.  But for the beggar who believes with his ulcers and 

for the sinner who sincerely confesses, there is comfort. 

(377 words) 
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Summary 
 

Comfort to beggar and sinner 
A critical theological inquiry into the relationship between standard of living 

and forgiveness of sins in the Reformed tradition and the relevance thereof for a 
Christian lifestyle in Southern Africa 

 

by 

Hans Montagu Murray 

 

Promotor: Prof. dr. C. J. Wethmar 

Department: Dogmatics and Christian Ethics 

Degree: Doctor Divinitatis 
 
 
The meditation Sinner and beggar of Noordmans is used as a heuristic instrument to conduct 

a critical theological inquiry into the relationship between standard of living and the 

forgiveness of sins in the Reformed tradition.   

 

According to Noordmans the beggar (Lazarus in Luke 16:19-31) unlike the sinner (the tax 

collector in Luke 18:9-14) repents not only in a brief moment, but testifies with the totality of 

his existence to his heavenly  inheritance.  The intimate relation between physical suffering 

and salvation that Noordmans deducts from the parables, is compared with the parable 

interpretations of a few selected commentators.  The content of his meditation is analysed 

against the background of his theological thought in general.   

 

Noordmans’s critique on the views of Pierson and the Heidelberg Catechism, Sunday 10, on 

Providence is placed in perspective by Calvin’s general guidelines on the correct use of 

earthly comforts.   The connection between Calvin and contemporary society is brought about 

by examining exponents of neo-Calvinism (Kuyper) and Liberation theology (Gutiérrez).  The 

perspectives on the relation between standard of living and the forgiveness of sins of Heyns, 

Bosch and Mofokeng are investigated to verge upon the Southern African situation.  
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