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Append ix B      
 
 
 

 

Researc her: Deid ré Stroebel 

Tel: 021 930 3136 

21 July 2004 

 

To Whom It May Concern: 

 

Proposed research project:  

The clinical Application of ASSR in the Diagnosis and fitting of Hearing Aids in Infants (0 – 8 months) 

 

Thank you for c onsidering for your c hild  to be pa rt of this resea rc h p rojec t. The positive results of ea rly 

identific a tion of hea ring loss in infants on d ifferent aspec ts of their development a re w ell know n. Different 

methods a re used  to ob ta in informa tion about infants’  hea ring sta tus. These methods d iffer from the tec hniques 

used  on adults. As tec hnology improves, new  methods bec ome ava ilab le tha t show s a  lot of p romise in the 

fie ld  of ped ia tric  aud iology. 

 

I am c urrently p lanning a  resea rc h study in this rega rd  as pa rt of the requirements for a  master’ s degree a t the 

University of Pretoria .  The p roposed  p rojec t involves determining the c linic a l va lue of Aud itory Steady Sta te 

Responses (ASSR) as a  w ay to p red ic t hea ring thresholds, and  to eva lua te hea ring a ids in young infants. The 

results from the hea ring assessments w ill be monitored  and  c ompared  w ith the results of tw o c linic a lly p roven 

p roc edures, frequently used  to determine hea ring thresholds, namely the Aud itory Bra instem Response (ABR) 

and  Pure tone Aud iometry, for a  period  of time. The study w ill be c onduc ted  under the supervision of personnel 

a t the Department of Communic a tion Pa thology.  

Proc edures c urrently inc luded  in the standard  test p rotoc ol used  to assess infants in my p riva te p rac tic e, involve 

the fo llow ing: 

• The d iagnostic  session – inc lud ing ABR and  ASSR. 

• Measuring the ga in from hearing a ids through ASSR 

• Behaviora l testing  a fter the age of 6 months. 

As a  c lient of this p rac tic e these p roc edures w ill a lso be used  to eva lua te and  monitor your baby’ s hea ring. All 

of the above p roc edures a re non-invasive, no pa in is involved  and  the ABR and  ASSR p roc edures a re norma lly 

done w hile the baby is sleep ing. If seda tion should  be needed , this w ill be done in c onsulta tion w ith a  

ped ia tric ian and  w ith the nec essa ry med ic a l supervision. No add itiona l c osts w ill be c ha rged  for the Aud itory 

Steady Sta te Response test, as the va lue of this test is still being resea rc hed . 

 

I w ould  like to request your c onsent for your baby’s pa rtic ipa tion; permission to use the results of your baby’ s 

routine hea ring tests; as w ell as permission to use informa tion from your baby’ s rec ords for this resea rc h p rojec t. 

You have my assuranc e tha t no unnec essa ry tests w ill be done. You may a lso w ithd raw  your c hild  from the 

study a t any time.  

 

Myself, my supervisor, Mr. De Wet Sw anepoel, or Prof. B. Louw , head  of the Department of Communic a tion 

Pa thology a t the University of Pretoria  may be c ontac ted , should  you need  any further informa tion. 

 

Thank you for your assistanc e. 

      

 

        

Deid ré Stroebel     Mr. De Wet Sw anepoel 

Researcher     Supervisor 

 

 

 

      Prof. B. Louw  

      HEAD: Department of Communication Pathology 
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Surname: __________________________ Name: ____________________________ 

 

I have read  the letter of information regard ing Mrs. D. Stroebel’ s p roposed  

researc h study. 

 

I understand  what is involved  and  g ive permission tha t the test results of 

my c hild  __________________________________ may be used . 

 

 

____________________________  ___________________________________ 

Signa ture     Da te
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Append ix C 

 

 

DATA RECORDING SHEET 

 

Sub jec t: ___________________________ 

 

 

 

ABR 

Tone Burst Clic k 
 

Da te:      Age a t time of assessment: 

 

ASSR 

 500 Hz 1000 Hz 2000 Hz 4000 Hz 

Una ided   

Measured  

    

Una ided  

Pred ic ted  

    

Aided  

Measured  

    

Una ided  

Pred ic ted  

    

 
Date (una ided ):    Age a t time of assessment: 

Da te (a ided ):     Age a t time of assessment: 

 

Behavioral thresholds 

 500 Hz 1000 Hz 2000 Hz 4000 Hz 

Una ided  BT     

Aided  BT     

 
Date (una ided ):     Age a t time of assessment: 

Da te (a ided ):     Age a t time of assessment: 
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