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Outline

• Introduction: Macroeconomic context for social change
• Social Work’s professional mandate for the integration 

of social and economic development
• Relationship between Social Security, the Expanded 

Public Works Programme and Developmental Welfare 
Services

• Challenges for the Social Work profession in 
integrating social and economic development

• University of Pretoria, Department of Social Work and 
Criminology
– Response to the challenges
– Vision for social change



Macroeconomic Context 
for Social Change 

in South Africa





Social Work’s professional mandate 
for integration of social and economic 

development

• Social justice value of social work
• White Paper for Social Welfare (1997)
• Speaking out: Social change function
• Developmental paradigm – social 

justice, human rights, integration of 
human, social and economic 
development
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Social Security, the Expanded Public 
Works Programme and 

Developmental Welfare Services

• Social Security
– Two objectives

• Reducing actual poverty
• Empowerment to escape from poverty

• Expanded Public Works Programme



Challenge for Social Work  
Profession to Integrate Social and 

Economic Development

• Adopt development approaches to social 
work practice

• Influencing policies for inclusion of pro-
poor foci

• Professional unity
• Building a strong civil society
• Community Economic Development 

(CED)







Ndlovencane
New Amphitheatre under construction









Challenge for Social Work  
Profession to Integrate Social and 

Economic Development (cont.)

• Understand the politico-economic context
• Engaging in environmental issues
• Caring and services for children affected 

by HIV and AIDS
• Refocus on the private sector





Challenge for Social Work  
Profession to Integrate Social and 

Economic Development (cont.)

• Creating an enabling environment for 
social change and development
– Shortage of social workers
– Partnership between government and NGOs



University of Pretoria, Department of 
Social Work and Criminology

Response to the challenges:
• BSW Programme



Itsuseng Women Group:  
SAVF 3rd Year Placement





SAVF 4th Year Placement:  
Group Activity







Leeuwfontein Informal Setting: CMR 
3rd & 4th Year Placement 











University of Pretoria, Department of 
Social Work and Criminology

Response to the challenges:
• BSW Programme
• Criminology modules
• Postgraduate programmes
• BSW graduates per annum
• Representation on professional boards and 

associations



University of Pretoria, Department of 
Social Work and Criminology

Vision for social change:
• High student numbers
• Recognition of Criminology as a profession
• International collaboration
• Leadership in research, policy development 

and CPD
• Involvement in professional activities
• Building NGO capacity - student placements
• Participation in government initiatives
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