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ABSTRACT

Research was conducted to describe the natural resources of Sango Ranch,
Zimbabwe, in terms of soils, vegetation and animal populations. A phytosociological
and structural classification facilitated the identification of plant communities and
management units. Veld condition and responses of the common grass species to
grazing pressure were determined with a DECORANA ordination. The grasses were

to various ical categories ing to their respt along the

grazing gradient so obtained. Herbaceous biomass for each management unit was
determined with the disc pasture meter. The browsing capacity was determined by
calculating the available leaf biomass of the woody vegetation. The grazing capacity
was calculated using GRAZE. Ecological capacity was calculated as the sum of the
grazing and browsing ities. Phenological istics of 23 plant species were

collected for 12 months. It followed a typical pattern. Recommendations are made on
the ecological management of Sango Ranch and a monitoring programme is
presented.
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