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About BioMed Central

• Largest publisher of peer-reviewed open access journals

• Launched first open access journal in 2000

• Became part of Springer in 2008

• Now publishes 237 open access journals

• Stringent peer review process in place for all journals

• >100,000 peer-reviewed OA articles published 

• Costs covered by 'article processing charge’ (APC)



What is Open Access?



Open Access Publishing

• Traditional journals
– take ownership of the research
– provide access to subscribers only

• Open access journals
– have no subscription barriers
– take advantage of the economics of the internet to 

allow universal access
– research is openly licensed to allow reuse



Characteristics of Open Access
• The publisher charges directly for the service of 

publication/ dissemination (APC’s)
• Research immediately and permanently available 

via the Internet

• No barriers to access such as subscription costs
• Licensed so as to allow redistribution and reuse 

(Creative Commons)
• Archived in an internationally recognized repository 

(e.g. PubMed Central) - permanently archived in 
multiple locations  to ensure long term access 



Benefits of Open Access

• Lack of subscription barriers ensures all 
researchers can build on results of previous 
work

• Articles are easy to find as they are widely 
indexed

• Barriers between fields are removed
• Public access promotes engagement with 

scientific and medical research
=>Restricting access does not make good use 

of digital distribution



Routes towards Open Access
• Gold OA

Publishing in an open access journal
– Fully OA journals
– Optional OA in traditional journals

• Green OA
Depositing articles in an OA repository

Subject repositories
– PubMed Central
– ArXiV

Institutional repositories
– University of Pretoria  

Repository
–Médécins Sans Frontières



Open Access today



Where is Open Access in 2012?

• There are over 6400 open access journals in the DOAJ

• Over 1000 open access journals are indexed by ISI

• Open access to research is now mandated in over 110 

institutions and by 47 funders

• Submissions to OA journals grew by over 35% between 

2010 and 2011



Open Access Publishing,
then and now…

20122000



Open Access articles published in 
BioMed Central journals



Open access article share
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Top 10 journals for publications 
from Africa in last 12 months



Open Access and Impact Factors



Impact factors
• Many limitations as a metric
• Some alternatives do now exist
• However impact factors remain hugely 

influential
• In many countries, financial reward and 

career advancement depends on 
publication in ISI tracked journals

• Good impact factors have helped many 
BioMed Central journals to grow



BioMed Central journals with 
impact factors
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Journals that will receive an 
Impact Factor in 2012

BMC Endocrine Disorders BMC International Health and 
Human Rights

BMC Medical Ethics (1.93) BMC Pregnancy & Childbirth (2.09)
BMC Surgery (1.4) Cancer Cell International (1.9)
Cell Communication and Signalling 
(4.03)

Diabetology & Metabolic Syndrome 
(1.32)

Globalization and Health (2.07) Gut Pathogens
Head & Neck Oncology Italian Journal of Pediatrics
Journal of Cheminformatics (1.8) Journal of Ethnobiology and 

Ethnomedicine (1.28)
Journal of Foot & Ankle Research Journal of Ovarian Research (2.1)
Pediatric Rheumatology (1.74) Stem Cell Research & Therapy



Impact factors can benefit when 
journals move to OA
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Open Access and Visibility

Malaria Journal - an open access 
journal case study







Annual growth in submissions to 
Malaria Journal

0

100

200

300

400

500

600

700

2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

Submissions



Impact Factor Trend
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A highly accessed Malaria Journal article

15,000+ 
downloads
31 citations



Open Access & Citations



Citation count

• Alma Swan compares 31 different studies on citations 
in Open Access

• 27 out of 31 studies suggest that the number of 
citations will increase depending on the discipline, if 
made Open Access

(Swan, A. (2010) The Open Access citation advantage: Studies and results to date. Technical Report , School of 
Electronics & Computer Science, University of Southampton.)



Increased citation

Discipline % higher citation count
Medicine 300 - 450
Agricultural Sciences 200 - 600
Physics / Astronomy 170 – 580
Communication Sciences 200
Mathematics 35 - 91

(Swan, A. (2010) The Open Access citation advantage: 
Studies and results to date. Technical Report , School 
of Electronics & Computer Science, University of 
Southampton.)



=> Has been 
accessed over 
7100 times 

=> Has been 
cited  18 times



 Has been 
accessed over 
5700 times
 Has been 
cited 16 times
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Open Access at the University of 
Pretoria –

“building the road by walking it”



University of Pretoria Open 
Access Mandate

• Mandatory policy since 2009
• University of Pretoria supports free open 

access to the research literature for all 
researchers and takes responsibility for 
dissemination of its own research outputs 

• Staff & students required to 
– submit peer-reviewed post prints of their articles 

and conference papers to UPSpace
– give the University permission to make the content 

freely available and to take necessary steps to 
preserve files in perpetuity



UPeTD – Electronic Theses and 
Dissertations

• UPeTD's rating in the international 
Webometrics ranking of institutional 
repositories is no. 60 worldwide in terms of 
content, size and visibility - the first in 
Africa.

• One of 2 South African university 
repositories listed on Roarmap

• 2080 full text doctoral theses and 5138 
research master’s dissertations
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BMC Membership

• The university has entered into an 
agreement with BMC to cover the article 
costs

• Various levels of support…
• University of Pretoria has chosen the 

highest level of Support that a University 
can offer to their researchers!



Prepay Membership

• University covers the article cost (APC) 
for their researchers

• Journals that have an Impact Factor can 
be used

• BioMed Central, Chemistry Central and 
Springer Open journals









Benefits of Prepay Membership for 
researchers at University of Pretoria

• Easier submission process – automatic 
IP address recognition

• Higher visibility of your articles (PR of 
Membership, Members page) result in 
higher citations

=> the University covers the cost for your 
publications!





Thank you

johanna.kuhn@biomedcentral.com


