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Knowledge exchange critical for development
 Information sources not available through 

commercial publishers, are not easily discovered or 
accessible 

May be lost to researchers
 “Saving the elusive past” veterinary librarians need to 

be aware of grey literature and add it to their current 
digital collections

Introduction



 Library collections include new resource types in 
digital form. 

 Libraries are acquiring 
 local collections 
 special, unique material

Access to resource types
 digitizing for immediate, full-text online access to 

increase visibility and use

Academic library collections



Can be described as literature:
 not controlled by commercial publishers 
 that lacks adequate bibliographic description 
 that has limited distribution 
 often difficult to obtain 
 that is unique and may never appear in conventional 

book and journal literature 

Grey Literature



 Important in preserving history of veterinary science 
in any country and next generation veterinary 
librarians should be mentored about the importance 
of historical veterinary literature

Grey Literature



Making Grey literature available

 Support the open access initiative

 Include a wide range of material

 Better alternative than website

Institutional repositories



Repository of the University of Pretoria

 Planning started in 2004

 Established in 2006

DSpace software as open access platform 

 Initially one of the focus areas for the repository was 
Veterinary Science

Created South African National Veterinary Repository

UPSpace





Descriptive information that is searchable 

Aids in identification and retrieval of electronic or 
digital information

Resources in the South African National Veterinary 
Repository contain Dublin Core 
(http://dublincore.org/) metadata

Metadata



Required metadata fields that must be 
assigned to an item in the SANVR are:
 title 
 author 
 type 
 language 
 subjects/keywords
 rights 

Metadata Fields/elements



 Input from veterinary and animal health experts 
 Experts’ information is included in the metadata
Reflects the authenticity of the repository 

Metadata integrity



Experts’ information is included in the metadata



Quality control is done on each record uploaded to 
the SANVR repository. 

Metadata editors responsible for
 consistent use of author names 
 assigning additional keywords and controlled subject 

vocabulary

Assigning added value is encouraged.

Metadata quality



Assigning added value 



Digital information resources must be made visible and 
searchable on the World Wide Web

Resources and metadata stored and preserved on UP 
servers 

Managed and maintained by the UP Dept. of Library 
Services & SANVR project committee 

Visibility



DSpace (http://www.dspaceinc.com) software as Open Access 
platform

Compliant with Open Archives Initiatives-Protocol for 
Metadata Harvesting

 Increases  opportunity to locate data from institutional 
repositories via common search engines such as Google 
and Yahoo

Harvesting of metadata



 SANVR metadata harvested by 
 OAISTER (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/OAIster)
DRIVER (Digital Repository Infrastructure Vision for European 

Research- http://www.driver-support.eu/)
 Ivy Academic Search (An Open Access Initiative of Utrecht 

University - http://www.ivyacademicsearch.org/ )

Harvesting SANVR metadata



Access to valuable grey material unique to Africa

Resources available for use in learning and teaching 
worldwide

 Important role in delivering information to Africa 
and the rest of the world

 Social networking platforms - BrainRetain

Benefits of Harvesting SANVR



 Staffing, equipment, storage and maintenance costs

 Library budgets

Collaboration across the veterinary community to 
preserve veterinary literature

 Institutional culture of trust and cooperation

Success and sustainability



 Plays an important role in 
the veterinary science 
fraternity by preserving 
historic as well as research 
material and making it 
available for research and 
education within and 
beyond South Africa

South African National 
Veterinary Repository



 History Committee of the South African Veterinary Association
 Arnold Theiler Collection    
 Jotello F. Soga Collection
 Arnold Theiler Memorial Lectures 
 Christine Seegers Biomedical Illustrations
 Onderstepoort Journal of Veterinary Research
 Proceedings of the 1929 Pan African Veterinary Conference 
 Old and rare Veterinary Books
 Faculty of Veterinary Science Web News
 Slide collections

Collections in the SANVR



History Committee of the South 
African Veterinary Association



Arnold Theiler Collection  





Christmas Card from H.S. Altenroxel
1909

“Boxing day" of vaccines



Jotello F. Soga Collection



Disease “Nenta” in Goats

Heart water



Arnold Theiler Memorial Lectures



Christine Seegers
Biomedical Illustrations



Onderstepoort Journal of 
Veterinary Research





Proceedings of the 1929 Pan 
African Veterinary Conference 



Old and Rare Veterinary Books



Faculty of Veterinary Science 
Web News



Slide collections



 Early Veterinary Theses submitted to the University 
of South Africa, 1920-1950 

Research reports from the Hans Hoheisen Wildlife 
Research Station

In Process
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