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To The Honourable 

St-, HANS SLOANE Bar. 
PRESIDENT of the 

COLLEGE of PHYSICIANS, 
And of the 

ROYAL SOCIETY. 

SIR, 
E following Wark is 

addrefs'd to You, as to a 
Gentleman of the moil: 

""~",,w ........... ve Natural Kl10wledge, 
a!1d the goreateft El1courager of 
the fame, in there Dominions. 

Your unequal I'd Acquifitions 
in this Noble Part of Learning-, 
together with your great al1d 
generous Labours for its, Ad­
vancement ill the World, ha\Te 
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long diftinguiih'd you as an 
Honour to this Kingdom, and a 
Bleffing to Mankind; and give 
you a Right, methinks, to the 
Homage of every contemporary 
Britifh Author, at leaft, who 
'''frites or tranflates upon the Sub .. 
jeCl:. For my own Part, Sir, I 
pay it you very gratefully, and 
with a Pleafure which Writers 
of Dedications rarely know; as 
there never was an Occafion, per­
haps, where a Patron could be 
with'd to have more Merit, or 
an Author could be lefs fufpec­
ted of Flattery. 

'Tis, Sir, by Means of ruch 
elevated Minds as is your own, 
that the Dignity of Human Life 
is kept up, and its Bleflings are 

know11 
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known and valued. Without 
this generous Care ofProvidel1ce, 
in Supplying the World, in eve­
ry Age, with fuch illuftrious 
Lead~ers for the Purfuit of Ver ... 
tue and Learning, Mankind 
would abandon the Chace, and 
degenerate to Savages; the Paths 
of Vertueand Knowledge would 
be untrod den, and the- feve~l 
Kingdoms 9..f the World beCQ.Ul~ 
fa many Wilds of Ignorartce 
and Brutality. 

The Turlling of Dedications 
to the Celebration of ruch Merit 
and Excellence, is to redeem 'em 
from the Infamy of moderll 
Proftitutions, and reftore 'em to 
their al1cient Simplicity and 
Glory. 'Tis to pubIifh Prai-
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res which have the SanCtion of 
all Men and the Authority of 
Monumental Infcriptions. 

But I enter, Sir, nc1farther into 
yours. 'Tis needlefs fi)r me to 
fay more, in Honour of a Gen­
tleman whore Excellencies are 
known and celebrated through­
out the Kingdoln and through"", 
out Europe: And I knew not 
how to fay lefs, to do any Juf­
tice to {uch a Patron of Vertue 
and Learning, and fuch an Orna .. 
ment to Both. 

1 am, 

SIR, 
'with the projottndeft Refpen, 

jctlr moft Dhedien/, 
~md 11Zofl devDted 

humble Servant, 

GUIDO MEDLEY. 

The 
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vii 

THE 

PREFACE· 
HIS Volume, conta.ining" the Na­
tural Hifio,., of the Cape if Good 
Hope, finilhes the Tranflation of Mr. 

Koloen's Writings upon the Cape. And as his 
Hilloryof the Hottentots has been well receiv'd 
in tbis Kingdom, 'tis hop'd his Hillory of Na­
ture at the Cape will be receiv'd here with equal 
Favour. Nay, there is R.oom to hope, that it 
will meet with more, fince we had feveral Hif­
torical Accounts of the Hottentots before his ap­
pear'd, but have Nothing, that I know of, like 
a N'lJtural Hiflory of the Cape, from any other 
Hand. 

'Tis an Honour to this Kingdom, that N a­
Illral Hijlory is at pre(ent fo highlyefteem'd in 

A 4 it. 
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it.. Mens.' Minds muft be confiderabl y open'd, 
and confiderably taken off from fordid Enjoy­
~eilts; to reHili fo noble a Study. And the grea­
teft Acknowledgments are due to thofe learned 
and illufirious Petfons who have fo handfomely 
eftablilh'd its Reputation among us. 

The Study C?f Nature enlarges the Minds and 
opens it to the grea teft Conceptions. The Stu­
dy of Nature gives it the greate~ Strength, thc¥ 
ticheft K.nowledge~ and the nobleft Embellilh" 
ments. The Study of Nature gives it, next to 
Divine Grace, that Wifdotll and FirlDnefs, that 
Beauty and Harmony', which are its higheft 
fublunary PerfeCtions. And not a {mall Part of 
~em is tQ be deriv'd from the Contemplation of 
Nature in the animal and Vegeta~Ie Worlds. 

Lazinefs and Senfuality make -Gp the whole 
Secret of the Averfian of Men to the Improving 
their Minds in the Study of Nature, or, indeed»­
tn any other rational and elegant Way. l!Ut 
there is more Folly and Abfurdity in the Neg~ 
leet of this Study thap of any other, and confe­
quently lef~ Exc;uf~ for it; bc;caufe This, o( all 
others, is the Dahlefi, tile moll: inftrud:ive, an<l 
the moll open, and one of the Firfi Duties like­
,,,He 'enjo~ll'd by I-Ieaven on Mankind. . With 

Re .. 
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Regard to the Animal and Vegetable 'VOl Ids, 
for what other Ends can it be fuppos'd the AI .. 
mighty created them, than for the Ufe of Man, 
and for the Exercife and Improvement of his 
Mind, by Tracing, through their feveral Claffes 
and Tribes, the. Wifdom and Power and Good­
nefs of the CREATOR? But how many Species 
in the Animal Creation, and how many Tribes 
in the Vegetable, are quite neglected by us! 
How many of Both are, to Moll: among us, ut­
terly unknown! Every Species of Anullals, and 
every Sort of Vegetables, has certainly fome ex­
cellent Purpofes annex-d to it; the Search of 
which was deftin'd as Matter of Employment 
for the l\-Iind of Man. And the N egleCl: of this 
Search is an Evil and a Reproach to him; and 
a much greater, perhaps, than molt People 
,viII immediate] y imagine. 

'Tis a common Reproach to Engli1hmen up­
on the Continent, that they are better vers'd in 
thea Hiftory and Curiofities of other Countries 
than in Thofe of their own. And the Reproach 
is juft; for they generally are fo. 'Tis ine,,· 
excufable in a Traveller to be able [0 give little 
Or no Account of the Country he is born. in. 
And equally inexcufable is it in him, if he 113S 

any Capacity. to be able to give ·no . ..'\ccount of 
the 
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tne Country he paffes through. Yet this is 
the Cafe of the greateft Part of Mankind 
with Refpett to the Animal and Vegetable 
Worlds. Moft Men pafs or float fupincly 
through Life, without taking much Notice of 
either one or the other; or, indeed, of ruly Thing 
elfe but what concerns the Gratificati6n of pre­
rent Appetite. And it is nOt long that either of 
'em have been lerioully and fairly confider'd, or 
that any confiderable Steps have been taken to­

wards com pleating theDifcovery of , em, amotig 
our felves. The Almighty has implanted in us 
the Pafiion of Curiofity, as a Spur to excite us 
to the Obfervance of our Duty and Intere:A: in 
thofe RefpeCts ; onr Duty, I fay, as we ought 
to feek every Occafion of Contemplating and 
Adoring the Wifdom and Power and Goodnefs 
of the Div"ine Being in his Works; and Our lnte ... 
reft, as we ought to be attentive to the prefent 
Advantages we may be able to derive from 'em. 
But, upon mon Occafions of employing it wor. 
thily, our Lazinefs is too firong for this Prin. 
ciple. No AttraCtions, for moft Men, like 
Thofe of Idlenefs and Senfuality, thofe worfi: 
Deceivers and Deftroyers of the Mind. 

Humane Life is lhatter'd with Evils. They 
are the Lot of it; and will fiick by it while it 

has 
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has a Being. But, 'tis moll: certain, that thro' 
OUf obftinate Folly, we bring a great many 
Evils upon our {elves, which would, oth~rwi(e, 
neverhavevifited us. And 'tisascert;lin, that, thro' 
"Our obftinate Ignorance, or our Indolence (term 
it as you will) a great many Evils continue with 
us, and end fatally, which, would we but ex­
ert our {elves a little in. the Study of Nature, 
and receive thofe Leffons and Remedies which 
the is every Day folliciting us to receive at her 
IIands, we might quickly remove. With Re­
gard, for Inftance, to Difeafes, there are, with­
Out Doubt, in the Vegetable World, the nobleft 
Remedies for all or moll: of 'em. But, for 
Want of Enquiry this Way, how little of 'em 
is known r Our Materia Medica furnifhes u& 
with fome Remedies from the Animal World. 

""' Doubtlefs, a great many excellent ones lie ftill 
undifcover'd there. And the Want of thefe 
Remedies is as much our Reproach as it is our 
Calamity, 

The Hottentots, fays my Author, get all or 
moll: of their Remedies from Vegetables. And, 
according to all Accounts, notwithftanding the 
proverbial Ignorance and Stupidity of that Peo­
ple, their PraCtice,both in Phyfick and Surgery, 
is \vonderfully fuccef~ful. 

There 
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There are, in the Animal World, many'Ha­
bits and Inftintl:s, the. Knowledge of which 
would not a little contribute to the Safety and 
the Benefit of Men. Many Animals (perhaps all 
of .'em) are, in certain Illne1fcs, inftind:ively 
directed to effeCtual Remedies; which Remedies. 
in the like Cafes, would, in all Probability, give 
the like Help to our {elves. Every Sort of Ani. 
mals has peculiar Ways or Habits j the Know­
ledge of which would enable us the better to 
avoid, deftroyor entrap'em; and which, whe­
ther the Eft"eB: of niuch Sagacity or the Con­
trary, would likewife convey to us very ufeful 
Letfons. That the Lion, for Example, bites 
not till he has given the mortal Blow: That he 
attaGks not a Man, but when he is wroth oc 
pinch'd with Hunger; nor c.vcn then, in Cafe 
be 'fpies a Horfe, ·or any other Animal that is 
of his Prey: That he abhors ana runs from Fire: 
And ,that his Bones are fo hard as that~ being 
broken to Pieces and dried in the Sun, 'Fire may 
be- ftruck .out of 'em as out of Flints. Thefe are 
~Totices that are fometimes ofUfe, and, at all 
,Times, of fome Entertainment. That the Rhi­
noceros marches always in a ftreight Line, fu­
rioully throwing o!,er his IIe~ the Stones which 
he finds in his Way; tearing up Trees, and de-

mo-
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moli1hing every Thing, weaker than Walls, 
that oppofes him, and thereby giving fair N 0-

eice of his being at Hand,: That he is pretty 
quick in his March, but very flow and awkward 
in Turning: That if the Man, the Rhinoceros 
makes at, flips but a little afide, the Rhinoceros 
lofes Sight of him, and can not quickly get him 
again in his Eye! And that red Cloaths or even 
a red Rag enrages him: Thefe are Matters 
which are fometimes likewife ofUfe, and, at all 
Times~ of agreableAmufement. That theTiger .. 
Cat, when he is out, in the Night, upon the Prowl, 
makes a dumal Howling and Yelling, and there­
by brings his Enemies upon him, is a Matter that 
entertains and inftructs not a little by its Abfur­
dity. The Defcriptions of dangerous Serpen,s. 
and the Ways ofthofe Reptiles; for Inftance, 
of the Shoot-Serpent, as 'tis call'd at the Cape; 
which being of the Colour of the green Branch 
of a Tree, winds it felf about fuch a Branch, fo 
artfully that it teems a Part of it; and from 
thence darts it felf in the Faces of Such as ftand 
to gaze near it: Thefe, I fay, are Matters that 
are far from being beneath our Attention. The 
Beauty, the Variety and the Mufick of the Fea­
ther'd N adons are enchanting Delights; and 
their :tnftinCls and Habits often nobly jnftrl1Cl:ive 

and 
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and amufing. Nor are Infects unprovided· with 
Matter of excellent Remark. All the Ways of 
the Crane are Patterns of Caution and Vigilante. 
And all the Ways of the Ant are well known 
Le.fi"ons of Wifdom. The Simpathies and Anti­
pathies in the Animal Creation are Matters of 
very large, very ufeful, and very noble En .. 
quiry. I am apt to think, that a due Search in .. 
to 'em would bring us acquainted with certain 
Laws of Nature, which at preIent we knoW' 
not, in theAnimal \Vorld ; and help m, by that 
Means, to fame good Account of fever3.I, as yet 
unknown, Springs of ACtion in the Rational. But 
be that as it.may, tis very certain. that r.very 
Clafs of Animals affords Matter of excellent-Re­
mark, and demands and was. created for our 
Attention, 

I cannot help adding a Refletlion or Two 
more here with Regard to the Feather'd Wor1d~ 
thore beautiful merry Nations, which feem de­
fign'd by Heaven as a Kind of Soothers and Soft­
ners of the Chagrin .and Melancholy of Humane 
Life, and a Sort of Counterballance for the dull, 
tlte four and the gloomy Parts of the Animal 
Creation. What Eye is not ftruck with thofe 
lovely Nations of Singers! What Ear is not 
ravi~'d with the Charms of their Melody! We 

fay, 
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fay, trter the Frencb, that He~ 'Who has no 'l' ajle 
for Muficll, hils no Soul I muB: confefs, I think 
he has a very ftrange one, or that it is hamper'd 
under a very ftrange Sort of Organization, who 
is not fen4ble to rhe Melody of the Feather'd 
Nations. And ca.n People have a. Relilh for the 
Mufick of thofe beautiful Warblers, and nOt a 
Curiofity to look into their IIiftory; not a 
Defire to know their Make, their Infiina-s, and 
their Oeconomy; the Knowledge of which is 
both profitable ~nd entertaining? The Va­
riety of their Abodes, Habits and Inftincts» 
1:heir various Make, Mufick and Embellilh­
menu, are Matters of the moll: delightful 
Amufement. Nor are the preying, the mute, 
or the unmufica-I Yart of 'em unprovided with 
Matter of very noble and very ufeful Contem­
plation. 

Who has not a Defire to behold the va-
rious Works, the Wonders of the Almighty 
in the Deep? Where in the World does the lIu .. 
mane Curiofity meet with ftronger Excitements» 
or nobler Gratifications? What more curious than 
the l-liftory of the Inhabitants of the WateJ;s? 
Creatures that aCt: almoft altogether out of Hu­
mane Sight; l1nd the Make, Properties andLa\vs 
of which are Matters of infinite Entertainmenc 

to 
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to the Mind, and wondetfully declarative of the 
Wifdom and Power. of the great C&EATOR. 

He, who is mfenfible to {ueh amazing Curiofi. .. 
ties, falls miferably lbort of the Standard of Hu­
mane Underftanding; and is, without Doubt:. 
iruenfible to all or moft other Parts of the Crea ... 
tion. 

But I leave the Animal World, and turn my 
felf to the Vegetable. And what a Height, what 
a Variety, what a Profuflon of Charms, what a 
Scene of Glories is here t How does it teem with 
delicate Provifions for the Suftenance of Man f 
How liberal of the nobleft;M~dicines for the Hea­
ling of all his bodily Griefs! What ftately 
Growths for Shelter and Parade! What 
Crowds of contending flowery Beauties! What 
Gales of delightful Odours! In a Word, what De­
lights for the Smell! What Delicacies for the 
Tafte! What Charms fgr the Eye! What noble 
ProvHion for the Support and the Delight of 
Life! And how forcibly expreffive is the 
Whole of the Wifdom and Power of theCREA­
TOR, and of his Bounty and Benevolence to Man ! 

We are at prefent, perhaps, in Great Britain, 
more fenfible to the Charms of the Vegetable 
World, and, with a View to the Gratifications 
of the Eye and the Palate, cultivate it likewife 

per .. 
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perhaps more than any other People. The ma ... 
ny TreatifeslatelypublHh'd in this Kingdom up­
on Planting and Gardening, and the ready Sale 
they have met with; the Numbers of large and 
beautiful G.trdens about London., and in all the 
Counties of England;' the Pleafure Numbers of 
Gendemen take in Cultivating 'em, and in La­
bouring in 'em with their own Hands; the Num­
bers of choice domeftick Plants-and Flowers, and 
theNumbers of curious Exoticks in 'em; and the 
Beauty and Perfefiion to which we have the Art 
of rai1i~g them all; Thefe Things 1hew, that if 
we are not the Leading People in the Cultivatioll 
of the Vegetable World, we fuaIl~ if our Paffion 
this Way continues, quickly become fo. Yet, as 
amiable a Figure as we make at prefent in this 
View, what Crowds are there among us, in all 
the Stations of Life, who never trouble their 
Head; about the Matter; who know Iitdcmore of 
the Vegetable World than What it furnilhes to 
the Table; and have little Nodon of either the 
Prottt or the Plea{ure of Cultivating or Confide­
ring this fplendid Part of the Creation. And 
how little, after all, do Any of us know of its 
Medicinal Powers! 

The Vegetable World, according to my Au~ 
thor, {hines out at the Cape if Goad Hope in ~11 

ItS 
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its Glorie~. Nor does, perhaps, the Animal"Crea­
tion, in any other Part, appear with greater 
Pomp and Variety. The Cape is likewife eonfi ... 
derable. for the Treafures it fumilhes to the Mi­
neral Kingdom~ and for its'Variety of Earths and 
Waters. Of all which Matters, together with 
the Topography of the Cape-Colonies, my Au­
thor, who refided many Years at the Cape. drew 
up, and publilh'd fomeTime ago in Germany~ 
a very curious Account; of which this Volume 
C9fltains a Tranllation. 

I have here, asl have done in the fonner Vo· 
lume (containing the Hillary of the H')ttentots) 
fometimes abridg'd him. But I have not omitted 
fo much as a tingle Particular of Faa, nor a fin .... 
gle Reflection which, I believe, the Reader 
would think either very pertinent or very enter­
taining. I have likewife here, as I have done in 
the former Volume, frequently put him intO 
another Method, bccaufe his own, I judge, is 
often v/!ry irregular. But the charming Air of 
Integrity and Good Nature, which appears in 
every Part of his Performance" makes it almoft 
a Crime, me thinks, to mention any Thing as a 
FlUlt in it. 

GUIDO MEDLEY 4l 
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