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Other specimens examined

LIMPOPO.—2229 (Waterpoort): Louis Trichardt, Hanglip, (–DD), 
Rossouw 131 (PRE); Louis Trichardt, Plaas Beeston, ± 17 km from 
Louis Trichardt-Messina road, on Bluegum road, (–DD), Rossouw 170 
(PRE). 2230 (Musina) [Messina]: Dzanani, (–CB), Hahn 534 (PRE); 
Thohoyandou, between Mohepu Resort and Khakhu, (–CC), Grace, 
Van Wyk, Nkuna & Mabatha 59 (PRE); Khaku, (–CC), Hahn 2173 
(PRE); Thohoyandou, Vhufuli, NE of Donald Frasers, (–CD), Hahn 
127 (PRE); Thate Vondo, (–CD), Hahn 2176 (PRE); Sibasa, Lake Fun-
dudzi, mountain slopes, (–CD), Hardy & Van Graan 3687A&B (PRE); 
Sibasa Dist., Tate Vondo Forest Reserve, (–CD), Hemm 119 (PRE); 
Sibasa, Lake Fundudzi, (–CD), Reynolds 1873 (PRE); Zoutpansberg 
Dist., Sibasa, 10 miles [16 km] W of Sibasa and about 30 miles [48 
km] NE of Wyliespoort, (–CD), Reynolds 2501 (PRE); Lake Fundudzi, 
(–CD), Reynolds PRE38019 (PRE); Venda, Tate Vondo, (–CD), Van 
Wyk 5572 (PRE); Zoutpansberg Dist., Lake Fundudzi, (–CD), Vogts & 
Galpin PRE21202 (PRE). 2328 (Baltimore): Blouberg Nature Reserve, 
Ga-Monnaasenamoriri, kloof E of mountain on cliffs, (–BB), Archer 
535 (PRE); Soutpansberg Dist., Blaauwberg, (–BB), Meeuse 10343, 
Van der Merwe 1362 (PRE); Pietersburg Dist., Blauwberg, top near 
beacon, (–BB), Strey & Schlienben 8536 (PRE). 2329 (Polokwane): 
Soutpansberg, Lejuma, 500 m W of home, (–AB), Hahn 2168, 2169 
(PRE); Soutpansberg, Lejuma, Smith & Klopper 1 (PRE); Soutpans-
berg, Llewelly 35 LS, hill on W boundary leading to high point, (–AB), 
Venter 6174 (PRE); Soutpansberg Dist., Louis Trichardt, summit of 
Hanglip peak, (–BB), Galpin 9681 (PRE).

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

The authors would like to thank the following people: 
Dr Norbert Hahn for providing the authors with addi-

tional material and information regarding this new aloe; 
Ms Hester Steyn, Data Management Unit, SANBI, Pre-
toria, for producing the distribution map; Dr Otto Leist-
ner for providing the Latin diagnosis; Ms Gill Condy for 
the line drawing; two referees for suggesting improve-
ments to the manuscript.

REFERENCES

BARKER, O.B., BRANDL, G., CALLAGHAN, C.C., ERIKSSON, 
P.G. & VAN DER NEUT, M. 2006. The Soutpansberg and Water-
berg Groups and the Blouberg Formation. In M.R. Johnson, C.R. 
Anhaeusser & R.J. Thomas, The geology of South Africa: 301–
318. Johannesburg/Council for Geosciences, Pretoria.

CARTER, S. 2001. Aloaceae. In G.V. Pope, Flora zambeziaca, vol. 2,3: 
48–98. Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew.

CHRISTIAN, H.B. 1936. Aloe chimanimaniensis. The Flowering Plants 
of South Africa 16: t. 639.

GLEN, H.F. & HARDY, D.S. 2000. Aloaceae (First part): Aloe. In G. 
Germishuizen, Flora of southern Africa, vol. 5, part 1, fascicle 1: 
1–159. National Botanical Institute, Pretoria.

HAHN, N. 2002. Endemic fl ora of the Soutpansberg. M.Sc. thesis, Uni-
versity of Natal, Pietermaritzburg. Unpublished.

HAHN, N. 2006. Floristic diversity of the Soutpansberg, Limpopo 
Province, South Africa. Ph.D. dissertation, University of Preto-
ria, Pretoria. Unpublished.

MUCINA, L. & RUTHERFORD, M.C. (eds). 2006. The vegetation of 
South Africa, Lesotho and Swaziland. Strelitzia 19. South Afri-
can National Biodiversity Institute, Pretoria.

REYNOLDS, G.W. 1950. The aloes of South Africa. The Aloes Book 
Fund, Mbabane, Swaziland.

SMITH, G.F. & VAN WYK, A.E. 2008. Aloes in southern Africa. 
Struik, Cape Town.

VAN WYK, A.E. & SMITH, G.F. 2001. Regions of fl oristic endemism in 
southern Africa. A review with emphasis on succulents. Umdaus 
Press, Pretoria.

R.R. KLOPPER* and G.F. SMITH*+

* Biosystematics Research and Biodiversity Collections Division, 
South African National Biodiversity Institute, Private Bag X101, 0001 
Pretoria. E-mail: Klopper@sanbi.org; SmithG@sanbi.org.
+ Acocks Chair, H.G.W.J. Schweickerdt Herbarium, Department of 
Botany, University of Pretoria, 0002 Pretoria.
MS. received: 2008-09-04.

TABLE 1.—Differences between Aloe hahnii and A. swynnertonii

A. hahnii A. swynnertonii
Bract length (mm) 5–15 8–20
Pedicel length (mm) 10–20 20–35
Perianth length (mm) 25–28 25–35
Flower colour Glossy scarlet-red Orange-red to pinkish red
Flower shape Decurved Slightly curved

FIGURE 2.––Distribution of Aloe hahnii.

ASPHODELACEAE: ALOOIDEAE

FORMALIZING THE SYNONYMY OF BULBINE TRIEBNERI

Klopper et al. (2008) reported on the conspecifi c sta-
tus of Bulbine triebneri Dinter and B. alba Van Jaarsv., 
but neglected to formalize the synonymy of the later 
name under the earlier name, which takes priority under 
the rules of the International Code of Botanical Nomen-
clature (McNeill et al. 2006). This is now done here:

Bulbine triebneri Dinter in Poelln., Feddes Reper-
torium 52: 113 (1943). Bulbine frutescens (L.) Willd. var. 

triebneri (Dinter) Baijnath: 348 (1977). Type: Namibia, 
2818 (Onseepkans): Great Namaqualand, Eendoorn, east 
of Warmbath, (–DA), Dinter 7899 (B, lecto.!–K, photo.).

Bulbine alba Van Jaarsv.: 37, 39 (2001). Type: Western Cape, 3221 
(Ladismith): Little Karoo, Ockertskraal, shale ridge amongst loose 
fragments, (–CD), 1998, U. de Villiers Pienaar s.n. (NBG, holo.!).

It is important to note that Bulbine alba is not consid-
ered to be a nomenclaturally superfl uous name, as Van 
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Jaarsveld (2001) did not include the type of B. triebneri 
in the circumscription of his taxon.
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EBENACEAE

TYPIFICATION AND A NEW STATUS IN DIOSPYROS

INTRODUCTION

Maba natalensis, the basionym of Diospyros natalen-
sis, was published by Harvey (1863) and based on a Ger-
rard & McKen specimen from Durban, KwaZulu-Natal. 
For a long time this species was known as a constitu-
ent of coastal dune forest ranging from East London to 
northern KwaZulu-Natal. Hutchinson (1912) described 
M. dawei from Mozambique, but it was subsequently 
transferred to Diospyros by Brenan (1948) as D. dawei, 
a taxon which turned out to be a small leaf form of D. 
natalensis, and the latter’s distribution range was conse-
quently extended along the coast through Mozambique 
and Tanzania to as far north as southern Kenya.

Brenan (1948) described a related species, Diospyros 
nummularia from Zimbabwe, based on a specimen col-
lected by Eyles in the present-day Harare, Zimbabwe. 
For a long time it was thought that this species was con-
fi ned to granite outcrops near water in Zimbabwe, but it 
was also found in the Crocodile Gorge, Mpumalanga, 
and on the Lebombo Mountains in Swaziland and adja-
cent parts of Mozambique. Brenan (1954) added a third 
species to this complex, D. nyasae from Malawi. It was 
fi rst collected on Mt Mulanje (formerly Mt Mlanje) in 
1946 by L.J. Brass and he recorded this plant as grow-
ing on the fl ood-swept edges along the Likabula River, 
a habitat which prompted Van Steenis (1981: 225) to list 
the species as a rheophyte. With leaves long and narrow, 
tapering at both ends and usually 32–41(–50) mm long, 
D. nyasae has been referred to by various authors (White 
1983, 1988; White & Verdcourt 1996) as the ‘stenophyl-
lous or narrow-leaved form’ or ‘Mulanje variant’ of D. 
natalensis.

Diospyros natalensis varies considerably in leaf 
shape and size (White 1988: fi g. 10). D. nyasae and the 
much smaller rounded-leaved form, D. nummularia, are 
merely two extreme forms at opposite ends of the range 
of leaf variation in the D. natalensis complex. D. num-

mularia has consistently small, roundish leaves and is 
confi ned to riverine forest, usually among granitic boul-
ders, or seasonal streams or riverbeds in Brachystegia 
woodland; both habitats are occasionally subjected to 
fl ooding. D. nyasae, on the other hand, still fi ts into the 
wider concept of the variable D. natalensis, and many 
intermediates are known from Mt Mulanje where this 
form was fi rst described. Therefore I agree with White 
in Van Steenis (1981: 225) that these intermediate speci-
mens (Brass 16385, Buchanan 975, Chapman & Chap-
man 7065, 8138, Graham 2170 and Muller 1581) cannot 
even be recognized as a subspecies (although it may well 
be a subspecies ‘in the making’), and it is therefore con-
sidered conspecifi c with D. natalensis.

Diospyros natalensis, as defi ned here in a broad 
sense, is associated with forest and usually grows near 
or in water along stream or river banks, ocassionally on 
coastal dunes or along the shores of fresh water lakes 
(De Winter 1963). Diospyros natalensis and D. num-
mularia are obviously very closely related. The fl owers 
are similar and both have acorn-shaped fruit with a sharp 
tip at the apex, clasped by a slightly accrescent calyx at 
the base (thus resembling an acorn), but the two taxa can 
be separated on vegetative characters and geographical 
distribution. Therefore, to acknowledge these differ-
ences, the two taxa are here considered subspecies of D. 
natalensis, rather than one variable species as treated by 
White (1983, 1988) and White & Verdcourt (1996).

De Winter (1963) recognized Diospyros natalensis 
and D. nummularia as two distinct species, but noted 
that D. nummularia may prove to be only a subspecies 
of D. natalensis. White (1988) stated that D. natalensis, 
D. nummularia and D. nyasae were connected by inter-
mediates and therefore he recognized only one variable 
species, namely D. natalenisis. White must, however, 
have changed his mind at some stage, because there are 
some earlier annotated specimens with White’s deter-
minative labels, dated 1968, containing the manuscript 


