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the neighbouring States worth 
the price we are paying for it? 
If it be true, which I question, 
that the union of the South 
Mrican States can only be at
tained by keeping at the head 
of affairs the Monopolist Party, 
is it worth keeping them there? 

I, for one, assert emphatically 
that it is not. I believe the 
confederation of the South 
Mrican States to be a desirable 
consummation; and I believe 
further that it is one which will 
inevitably take place sooner 
or later. Confederation now 
might have its advantages, and 
it would have its disadvantages; 
but no confederation, however 
much we desire it, would pay 
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us for the internal disintegration 
we are producing within our own 
State, through the support of 
the Monopolist Party. When 
confederation does take place I 
believe it will be desirable that 
it should take place, not as the 
result of skilful manipulations 
analogous to those by which 
one shrewd speculator out
speculates another, but through 
the gradual growth of a con
sciousness in the people of 
South Africa that their interests 
are one, and that in union lies 
their strength. Such a con
federacy will, I believe, be as 
healthful, as strong, as benefi
cent as a union brought about 
by sleight - of - hand and dis-
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simulation will be unstable and 
pernicIous. 

Is IT WORTH THE COST? 

Further, and finally: Is it 
worth while for us, as Cape 
Colonists, to submit to the 
dominion of the Monopolist, 
with all that pertains to it, 
simply because we believe that 
that party, in annexing and ap
portioning the lands north of 
the Transvaal and the Cape 
Colony, is thereby extending 
the territories under the British 
flag? 

I, for one, have not only a 
cordial affection for my own 
nation, but also for British rule. 
I believe that, with all its 
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faults, it is often a beneficent 
and a generous rule; and were 
it possible to annex to-morrow, 
without injustice to others, or 
heavy moral and social loss to 
ourselves, the whole of Africa, 
from the Straits of Gibraltar 
and the Isthmus of Suez to the 
Cape Colony, and place it under 
the English rule, I, for one, 
should cordially welcome that 
possibility. 

But a nation, like an indi
vidual, may pay too dearly for 
desirable objects. It is highly 
probable that Naboth's vine
yard, lying as it did contiguous 
to the domains of Ahab, formed 
an exceedingly desirable adjunct 
to that property. The mistake 
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in Jezebel's calculation lay in 
the fact that the price ultimately 
to be paid for the annexation 
somewhat exceeded the value of 
the land. 

I hold, much as I desire to 
see the extension of the British 
Empire, that the Colony is in 
this case paying too dearly for 
this extension. I hold that no 
possible accretion of kudos and 
racial gratification can ever 
repay us for the heavy price in 
the demoralisation of our insti
tutions, and the retrogression in 
our legislation, which the Cape 
Colony is paying to support 
the Monopolist Group, and 
enable it to undertake its 
annexations. 
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Further, leaving this point of 
view for a moment, and taking 
the lower and purely monetary 
standpoint, let us see what the 
Colony really has to gain com
mercially by these annexations 
south of the Zambesi. 

It appears to me there is a 
good deal of misunderstanding 
upon this point. I cannot see, 
from this lower standpoint
nor have I ever yet met a man 
who could explain to me how 
he saw-that the taking over of 
Mashonaland and Matabeleland 
by the Chartered Company 
would increase the wealth of 
the men and women of the 
Cape Colony. It appears to 
me more than probable, when 
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we study the map, and other 
conditions of the problem, that 
the opening up of these terri .. 
tQries, so far from increasing 
the wealth and influence of 
the Cape Colony, will ultimately 
subtract from both. If Rho
desia and the country north of 
the Transvaal should become 
populated and important, I can
not for a moment conceive that 
they will still continue to draw 
up their supplies from the very 
toe of South Africa; that new 
routes will not be formed, along 
which trade will make its way 
to Central and Eastern South 
Africa, without coming into 
contact with the extreme south 
of the Continent. 
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Further, we as Cape Colo
nists have now more land than 
we req uire; our need is for 
men, and I do not see how the 
annexation of the Chartered 
Company tends to draw them 
into the Cape Colony. I take 
it that, however wire-pullings 
may avail for a few years, ulti
mate! y the traffic both in pas
sengers and in goods to East and 
Central South Africa will find 
the shortest and cheapest routes, 
which will not be' through the 
Cape Colony; and the Cape 
Colony, denuded to a large 
extent of its trade and its 
im portance in South Africa, 
will have to depend solely upon 
its internal resources, which, 
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abundant though they be, are 
now allowed to lie undeveloped, 
while the people's eyes follow 
this northern will-o' -the wisp. 

But it may be said, and said 
very truly: "Granting that the 
Cape Colony does not gain 
ei ther direct! y or indirect! y 
through the possession of Rho
desia by the Chartered Com
pany, and even that it loses 
heavil y in the material sense, 
there is yet no reason, from the 
broadest humanitarian stand
point, why it should not support 
the movement." 

Now, I fully allow that it 
may be right and desirable that 
a portion of a people should 
sacrifice itself for the benefit 
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of the whole, or that a whole 
nation should sacrifice itself for 
the benefit of humanity at 
large. That this has not yet 
been done In the history 
of the world by no means 
proves that it is undesirable or 
may not yet be done. But 
what I most strongly hold is 
that in this instance sacrifice 
on the part of the Cape Colony 
of its internal interests, social 
and material, if undertaken to 
enable the Chartered Company 
to obtain possession of the 
territories north of the Trans
vaal, will be sacrifice thrown 
away. 

I know that it will be said, 
" But think of the terrible con-
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tingency had the Boers entered 
that country and started a new 
republic there ! " 

CHARTERED VERSUS BOER 

RULE. 

I believe I shall not be sus
pected of unreasonable ad vo
cacy of Boer rule; but I do 
contend that South Africa as a 
whole, and the English-speak
ing world at large, would have 
lost less by the civilisation of 
these countries under the 
auspices of the Boer flag than 
under that of the Chartered 
Company. Boer rule has its 
evils; the Boer is seldom just 
and considerate to the aborigines 
of a country which he annexes 
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(though, as a rule, I do not 
know whether they tend to dis
appear faster under his rule 
than under that of other white 
men) ; but as far as the Euro
pean is concerned, the rule in 
a Boer republic is, in most 
respects, healthy and natural. 
The Cape Colonist or foreigner 
from Europe has never been 
refused admittance to these 
republics ; and if in the Trans
vaal the civic franchise has 
been somewhat injudiciously 
withheld . from certain new
comers, thfy possess every other 
privilege and right. As time 
passes the little racial line 
between English colonists and 
their forerunners will pass away 

61 



THE POLITICAL SITUATION. 

throughout South Africa; the 
English language will be univer
sally used by all cultured per
sons; English manners and 
customs will prevail (Pretoria is 
t<Hiay more English than Cape 
Town !) ; and in the long run, 
which in this case will only be 
a run of thirty or forty years, 
it will make no difference 
whether any part of this coun
try was first civilised under the 
flag of the Boer or the English
man. The incoming streams 
of English-speaking men and 
women will slowly but con
tinuously mingle themselves 
with the body of earlier settlers, 
and in forty years' time, whether 
we wish it or do not, there will 
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be no Boer or Englishman as 
such in South Africa-only the 
great South African people, 
speaking the English tongue, 
following English precedents, 
and as closely united to Eng
land as Australia or Canada. 

This process of amalgama
tion and growth was in pro
gress long before the European 
speculator arrived among us, 
and it will go on were the Fates 
to remove him from us to
morrow. 

Had Dutch Voortrekkers 
taken possession of the regions 
between the Zambesi and Trans
vaal there would not, on the 
whole, have been greater loss of 
native life, nor more perfidy in 
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dealing with them, than under 
the Chartered Company; and 
one gigantic evil which is now 
fixing itself upon those terri
tories would not have come 
into existence. The Boer tradi
tion, like that of the genuine 
English settler allover the 
world, has been this: that, in 
the new lands they inhabited, 
the soil and the valuable pro
ductions of the land should be 
apportioned fairly among the 
men who came personally to 
dwell and labour on it with 
their wives and fami1ies~ Rare 
minerals have not even as a 
rule been regarded as the 
property of the individuals 
in whose lands they were 
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found, but they have been 
regarded as the property of 
the community, to any mem
ber of which it was open 
to obtain a share in that pro
perty if he were willing to ex
pend his own labour upon it. 
In States founded in this manner 
the land and its wealth tended 
to be distributed with tolerable 
equality throughout the com
munity. 9:his will never be in 
Rhodesia. By the time the 
mass of men from the Colony 
or Europe enter the country 
they will find everything of 
value-mines, fertile lands, town 
properties-all in the hands of 
a small knot of men headed by 
the leaders of the Chartered 
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Company, consisting in part of 
persons who have never seen 
South Africa, such as the Duke 
of Fife and others. 

The great evil is not that 
these men possess the country 
as shareholders and directors in 
the Chartered Company, nor 
that they retain the right to 
levy a tribute of 50 per cent. 
on all precious stones and mine
rals found in the entire terri
tory, and that for many years 
to come they will hold extensive 
control over the whole govern
ment of the country; but, what is 
immeasurably more disastrous, 
before the country can be 
peopled by the ordinary colo
nist a small knot of men (not 
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the body of shareholders as a 
whole, but that small body in 
whose interest the Chartered 
Company was formed, and for 
whose benefit it is worked) 
will, either in their own persons 
or by means of their emissaries, 
have gone over the whole land, 
and whatever of real value these 
lands contain will be their pri
vate property. If the Char
tered Company were in ten or 
fifteen years' time, or much 
sooner, to explode, and as a 
company to loosen its control 
over the land and people, it 
would yet be found that the 
whole real wealth of the country 
was appropriated and in the 
hands of a few private indivi-
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duals forming syndicates and 
trusts. 

The worst social diseases 
which afflict the old countries 
of Europe will make their 
appearance full grown in this 
virgin African land at the out
set of its career. That unequal 
division of wealth, which be
stows vast riches upon some 
individuals while the majority 
of the community are in abject 
poverty, is, in those old coun
tries, the outcome of institutions 
which are the growth of cen
turies, and it is often softened 
by traditions binding the owners 
of. wealth to the land itself, and 
those who labour on it. In 
these new territories no tradi-
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tions will bind the owner to the 
land and soften his relations 
with the people; the financial 
possessors of the wealth of the 
country will exhibit on a co
lossal scale the worst evils of 
absentee ownership, or the pos
session of a country by men 
who regard land and people 
merely as a means for acquiring 
wealth. 

The political life in these 
terri tories will be diseased. 
Even in the Cape to-day we 
have seen how disastrous are the 
effects of gigantic wealth held 
in a young country by a few indi
viduals. There may be no de
liberate intention to bribe, but 
the mere possession of wealth 
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which is enormous in compari
son to the wealth of the whole 
community (if the possessors be 
not singularly large and imper
sonal in their aims, and if they 
interest themselves at all in 
politics) throws into their hands 
a power of conferring benefits 
or inflicting evils which will 
inevitably lead to an undue 
subjection to their will; to the 
vitiation of representative insti
tutions, and the destruction of 
independent public life. 

The colonist and the stranger 
from Europe will arrive and 
settle in these territories, but 
they will discover that its town
ships, its valuable mines, its 
richest lands have already been 
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taken possession of. They will 
find it a cake from which all 
the plums have been carefully 
extracted, or like a body when 
the vultures have visited it, 
leaving nothing but bare bones. 

Is it for colonisation carried 
out on such lines as these that 
the Cape Colony is to be asked 
to sacrifice its internal political 
and social welfare? Is it to aid 
and abet a handful of men in 
gaining this disastrous control 
over South Africa and its re
sources that the Cape Colony is 
to obliterate itself? Is it to 
submit to any use which may 
be made of it, so it only affords 
a stepping - stone, and gives 
prestige in Europe by allowing 
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its public appointments to be 
held by them? 

I think not. 

CHARTERED VERSUS FOREIGN 

RULE. 

We all know what a bugbear 
to some even perfectly sincere 
minds is the conception of the 
possibility of Boer, Portuguese, 
German, or French occupation 
of African territories, and we 
all know what use is frequently 
made of this bugbear by those 
interested in annexations. But 
I think no practical man who 
carefully examines the question 
can really think that the Cape 
Colonists as such have anything 
to fear (ronl the annexations 
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of other European Powers in 
Africa. And I would go 
further. I would say-If all 
English colonisation had been, 
or were. in the future to be, 
carried out along the lines and 
according to the methods of 
the Chartered Company, that 
I cannot see wherein South 
Africa would gain by aiding 
and abetting such a form of 
colonisation over that inaugu
rated by other European na
tions. Colonisation by the 
British people is not the same 
thing as colonisation under the 
Chartered Company. The first 
is supposed to have as its object 
the development of the people 
it takes under its rule, and the 
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planting of a free and untram
melled branch of the Anglo
Saxon race upon the land; the 
aim of the Chartered Company 
is to make wealth out of land 
and people. 

But last of all, it may be 
said (and this criticism appears 
to me profoundly just): "It is 
very well to blame the Mono
polist, with his ready brains and 
his quick wit, for the uses which 
he is making of South Africa; 
it is very well to blame the 
Retrogressive Party for playing 
into his hands, and making 
possible his monopolies and 
increasing acquisitions, making 
him a permanent institution in 
the land, which the South 
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Africa of the future may hope
lessly endeavour to rid herself 
of; it is very well to blame the 
Monopolist and Retrogressionist 
-but how did they gain, and 
how do they maintain, this 
absolute domination over the 
land? Do they comprise within 
themselves all the intelligence, 
all the determination of South 
Africa? Are they our only 
political units?" 

I can but say in reply, I 
believe it is not just to throw 
the whole blame of our posi
tion either upon the Monopolist 
or the Retrogressionist. The 
Monopolist is simply the acute 
business man who has been 
enabled to carry out his plans 
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successfull y and on a colossal 
scale, owing to the possession of 
tact and foresight, and, perhaps, 
unusual disregard of collateral 
issues. The high intellectual 
capacity shown by many of 
these men compels admiration 
and awakens our sympathy; 
and we can only regret that 
abilities which in some cases 
amount to genius should not 
be employed in a direction 
more productive of good to 
humanity. The Monopolist of 
geni us is often like a great body 
of waters expending itself in 
causing inundations where it 
might produce fertility. 

For the Retrogressionist there 
1S yet more unlimited excuse. 
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He has been somewhat hardly 
dealt with in the past. That 
he should desire to make his 
influence felt when at last the 
opportunity offers itself, and 
that he should use his power 
without full consideration for 
the rights of others, is not un
natural. He alone among South 
Africans has, during the last 
years, shown a capacity for 
standing resolutely by his prin
ciples; and we can only feel 
regret that so much integrity 
and manly determination is 
not expended on our side, but 
against us. 

But there are two other sec
tions of our population upon 
whom it appears to me un-
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limited blame rests, and for 
whom it is difficult to see an 
excuse. 

Two OTHER. CULPR.ITS. 

Firstly. There is that section 
of the general public which, 
knowing that we are governed 
by representative institutions, 
and that every citizen, however 
humble, is more or less respon
sible for the well-being of the 
State, yet regards public affairs 
with apathy; and, absorbed in 
personal interests, is absolutely 
ungrateful of its citizens' duties. 

Secondly (and for this section 
it appears to me that no repro
bation can be too strong). We 
have a party of men through-
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out South Africa, by education 
and natural bias, Liberals; by 
public profession, Progressives ; 
men who on their own showing 
see clearly the evils of Retro
gressive and Monopolist prin
ciples, and who constitute part 
of our so-called Progressive 
Party. These men, in spite of 
their profession, are continually 
found, as public men and 
leaders, using the subtlest 
methods of the Monopolist, 
coquetting with any and every 
party which appears likely to 
aid them to office and power. 
Without the genius of the 
Monopolist, they sink to his 
opportunism for the attain
ment of the smallest ends; as 
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private individuals they oppose 
such progressive measures which 
would entail inconvenience upon 
themselves, personally or locally, 
and connive at certain retro
gressive measures when doing 
so confers benefit upon them
selves, without the true Retro
gressive's excuse of earnest 
conviction. It is these men, 
whether politicians, progressive 
farmers, or enlightened com
mercial men, to whom we 
should naturally look for de
liverance from the evils which 
oppress the Colony; yet it is 
exactly these men who in some 
instances have made possible 
the despotism of the Monopo
list, and the tri um ph of the 
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Retrogressionist, by their com
plete absorption in their own 
small aims, and their wilful 
disregard of impersonal obliga
tions. The Monopolist may 
be organically incapacitated for 
seeing further; the Retrogres
sionist, in spite of his sincerity, 
cannot see further; the so
called Progressive sees further, 
but refuses to act at any cost 
to himself. Such men are the 
bane of the country. 

There is, however, yet another 
section of our community dis
tinct from all those we have 
noticed. It is to this section, 
I think, that we must look to 
inaugurate a truly Progressive 
movement in Colonial affairs. 

81 



THE POLITICAL SITUATION. 

And this brings us back to 
the question with which we 
started: How IS THE RETRO

GRESSIVE MOVEMENT IN THE 

CAPE COLONY TO BE STAYED? 



PAR1' II. 



PART, II. 

How IS THE RETROGRESSIVE 

MOVEMENT TO BE STAYED? 

To this question the reply 
seems obvious: That in a 
country with representative in
stitutions Retrogressive legisla
tion must be prevented, if 
prevented at all, by the inter
vention of such Progressive 
Elements as exist within the 
community itself. 
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Is THERE A PROGRESSIVE 

FACTOR? 

But when we look at the 
Cape Colony at the present 
day, the doubt at first forces 
itself upon us whether there is 
a Progressive Element at all. 
Would this unbroken spell of 
Retrogressive legislation and 
political flaccidity be possible 
were really Progressive Elements 
existent in the country? 

In times past there was such 
an element. Small but united, 
there was a Progressive Party 
of which no advanced Euro
pean people need have been 
ashamed. From the days of 
Pringle and Fairbairn to the 
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days of Sir George Grey and 
Saul Solomon, not only was 
South Africa not wanting in 
liberal and advanced individuals, 
but these individuals had their 
influential following. It was 
by these men and their party 
that our most advanced institu
tions were created, our com
paratively broad basis of en
franchisement instituted, our 
most beneficent educational 
establishments, native and other
wise, founded, and the recogni
tion on our Statute-book of the 
fact that to all men, irrespective 
of race and colour, the law 
should deal out an even-handed 
justice-this and much more 
was the work of these men. 
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When to-day we see how 
steadil y we are undoing this 
work, and legislating in oppo
sition to it, and how entirely 
opposed to the Progressive 
spirit of the past is that which 
guides our public councils 
to-day, the suggestion will 
force itself upon us: "Is not 
the Progressive Element dying 
or dead among us ? " 

For years past Retrogressive 
measure after Retrogressive 
measure has stained our Statute
book; undesirable commercial 
contracts have been entered 
into, subjecting public interests 
to personal gains; the name 
and prestige of the Cape Colony 
have been used for the attain-
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ment of extra-colonial ends in 
a manner we do not desire
yet we have remained passive. 
In town or village no public 
meetings have been called to 
protest against these courses of 
action. In no case have even 
the smallest knots of men been 
found banded together to de
fend the country against these 
changes. If we except the 
recent protest against the bread 
and meat tax and against the 
appointment of one of the 
Monopolist Party to the highest 
function of the State, the 
country has remained in a 
condition of deadly passivity 
and almost comatose inertia. 

On the surface I allow it 
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appears that there is no pro
gressive element in South Africa, 
but I believe this appearance is 
not a reality. 

I believe that in every town, 
and in every district and village, 
will be found (though not in
variably among its most im
portant or wealthy members) a 
certain body of men and women, 
from the bank clerk to the 
clergyman, from the shop assis
tant to the small tradesman, 
from the schoolmaster or 
mistress to the enterprising 
young farmer, Dutch or English, 
from the working man to the 
wholesale merchant, who are as 
essentially advanced in their 
view as any body of men or 
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women in any country: persons 
wholly unaffected by the disease 
which seems eating the core of 
our national life-that fevered 
desire to grow wealthy without 
labour, as individuals by reck
less speculation, and as a nation 
by annexations. 

And if it be asked how, if 
this Progressive Element exists 
among us, it has become so 
completely inoperative, my 
reply is simply-Because it lacks 
organisation. 

At the time of the Restora
tion there were not fewer ad
vanced and progressive Repub
licans in England than there 
had been in the lifetime of 
Oliver Cromwell. They had 
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not died nor emigrated at the 
accession of Charles the Second; 
they were still there, holding 
their views with the same 
strength and with perhaps an 
added bitterness, but as a power 
in the land they were annihi
lated. They had lost their 
leader; they had lost their 
organisation; and the extreme 
Retrogressive Party had attained 
to both of these. That mass 
of persons, indifferent to re
forms and public interests, 
which is found in every country, 
and which sides with each 
dominant party because it has 
the power of conferring benefits 
and inflicting injuries, went 
over to the Royalists as it had 
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before gone over to the Re
publicans. The Democratic 
Party for years was inoperative 
in England, but it was not 
dead, only disorganised; it 
came to life again, nlore demo
cratic than ever. 

So, looking nearer home, 
there were not, eleven years 
ago, fewer non-progressive and 
reactionary persons In the 
Colony than at the present 
day: there were probably more. 

The men who have raised 
the franchise, who have taxed 
the necessaries of life, who have 
crushed all endeavours to con
tend with scab, who session by 
session attempt to pass a Flog
ging Bill which would disgrace 
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a semi-barbarous people, have 
not sprung intoexistenceto-day; 
they were here, holding their 
views if possible more ardently 
than to-day, but they were 
powerless; they could not even 
materially impede Progressive 
legislation, because they were 
unorganised. 

This position is ours to-da y. 
Exactly as the Anti-Progressive 
individual sat on his farm, 
unable to give expression to 
his views, because he sat alone, 
and had no means of communi
cating with his like-thinking and 
like-feeling fellows, so to-day 
the Progressive men and women 
stand alone in this country; 
they are not aware of their 
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own numbers; they are not 
aware of the intensity of com-, 
mon conviction which would 
bind them into a solid body 
were they once in touch. 

The organisation of these 
now scattered and isolated units 
into one united whole is, I 
believe, the one and only means 
of staying the Retrogressive 
Movement in this country. 
And the great practical ques
tion before us now is-How 
is this to be done? 

I allow that I see great diffi
culties in the way. 

WANTED: A LEADER. 

One of the first and most 
essential conditions for orga-
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nising a party is the possession 
of a leader; we will not say of 

'an Oliver Cromwell, but at 
least of a progressive J. H. 
Hofmeyr; of a man profoundly 
in sympathy with the move
ment, with a gift for organisa
tion, and a willingness to sink 
his own personal interests to a 
large extent in that of his work. 
It is such a man the Progres
sive Element in this country 
looks for. We have not found 
him yet. We have more than 
one public man of undoubted 
ability; and we have at least 
one man who carries with him 
the confidence and affection of 
every Progressive in the coun
try; but either from some 
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peculiarity of nature, from 
absence of leisure, or other 
circumstances, none of these 
men stand forward, devoting 
time and energy to the forma
tion of such a party through
out the country . We have 
not a man to whom the Pro
gressive can turn and say: 
"Organise and lead us; we 
will follow!" The necessity 
is therefore imposed upon us 
of organising ourselves. Nor 
do I know that this is wholly 
a calamity. 

The most vital and world
wide movements of the present 
day, such as those of labour 
and woman, have not been or
ganised or led by one command-
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ing intellect. They have sprung 
up spontaneously, as it were, in 
a thousand centres, and then 
slowly interorganised. It is a 
healthy indication of a profound 
necessity when men at inde
pendent centres organise them
selves, guided by a common 
impulse without any coercing 
leadershi p. 

This is exactly what we see 
taking place in the Colony to
day. The imposition of the 
bread and meat tax and the 
appointment of Sir Hercules 
Robinson have drawn together 
small knots of Progressive men 
to protest against these things ; 
and in such towns as Port 
Elizabeth and in Cape Town, 
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under the presidency of Mr. J. 
Rose-Innes, powerful Progres
si ve Associations have been 
started. 

And the time is, I believe, 
now ripe for drawing together 
all the scattered Progressive 
Elements of the country, and 
uniting them as a wide and 
non-parochial whole. One, and 
not the least, of the great ad
vantages of such union would 
be its tendency to prevent the 
growth in the Progressive Party 
of that spirit of localism which 
seems to rest as an incubus upon 
all Colonial endeavours, and 
which would be entirely at 
variance with the true spirit of 
a Progressive Organisation. 
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