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TO

HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS FIELD-MARSHAL
THE DUKE OF YORK,

ETC. ETC.

May it please your Royal Highness,

"THE condescension with which your
Rovar Hicuness allowed your name to be prefixed to my
former publication, has emboldened me again to request

your patronage and protection to a work of a similar

nature.

The approbation which a generous Public has bestowed
upon my Account of Ceylon proves, that the liberality of
my countrymen induces them to look at the object as
well as the execution of a work; and that inexperience in
composition will in a great measure be excused in hium

who appcars to have the interests of his country in vicw.

Animated by this consideration, I have venturcd to pies
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DEDICATION.

observations which I was enabled to collect during my
occasional visits to the Cape of Good Iopc. The period
of war is'not indeed the proper season for a Soldier to be
cmployed with his pen; yet I trust the fallowing volume
will be found to contain several circumstances which, both
in a military and political point of view, deserve at pre-

sent the most serious consideration.

My gratitude for the distinguished patronage with which
your Rova. Iieuness has been pleased to honour me
must be otherwise expressed than by words; and I trust
it will ever appcar in my zeal for the service of my
country, and my lively attachment to your RovaL Hiem-
NESS, whose unremitting exertions have diffused so many
blessings through the British army, and given the soldier

a double motive to exertion.

With such sentiments, and with the hope that my labours
may not altogether prove wuseless, the present work is

humbly presented to your Rovar Hicmxess, by

Your Rovar Hicuness’s most devoted

and most obedient servant,

ROBERT PERCIVAL.
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