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DUTCH REFORMED
CHURCH

OPENING CEREMONY ON
SATURDAY

“MILESTONE IN HISTORY OF
~ COMMUNITY”

The new Dutch Reformed Church in
Jameson Avenue, Salisbury, was
officially opened on Saturday after-
noon in the presence of a large con-
gregation. Among those present were
His Excellency the Governor and Lady
Rodwell (attended by Capt. B. V.
Cherry, M.C.), and the Hon. W. M.
Leggate, the Hon. P. D. L. Fynn and
Mrs. Fynn, and the Hon. R. A. and
Mrs, Fletcher. Representatives of the
other religious denominations in Salis-
bury were also present.

The Rev. J. A. Pienaar welcomed
His Excellency the Governor and Lady
Rodwell and the Cabinet Ministers
who were present, and thanked them
for their attendance. He welcomed
also all the English-speaking friends
of the Dutch-speaking community who
had attended in such large mumbers.

In referring to the progress made
by the Dutch Reformed Church in Sal-
isbury Mr. Pienaar said he had ar-
rived in Salisbury a little over five
years ago, and had found the congre-
gation without any funds. It was soon
decided to erect a church hall, but it
quickly became evident that a church
hall would not serve the purpose, and
it was decided to raise a fund to build
a new church. With the co-operation
of friends in Salisbury and the sur-
rounding district £5,700 was raised in
five years. This figure was augmented
by a generous loan of £2,750 from the
Church in the Orange Free State, and
finally the present building was erect-
ed at a cost of £9,700. There was
still, however, an outstanding debt of
£4,000, but he had no doubt that this
would be paid in a little over two
years’ time.

In conclusion he thanked the build-
ing committee for the excellent work
they had done, and also the rest of
the congregation for their faithful sup-
port.

Memorable Occasion

His Excellency the Governor said
he welcomed this opportunity of ad-
dressing the Dutch Reformed congre
gation. To whatever denomination in
the Colony the Governor belonged per-
‘sonally, he said, he occupied a relation
wholly  undenominational towards
every religious section of the commun-
ity. In attending this celebration he
represented not only the Anglican
Church, but all the churches, and on
their behalf he congratulated all con-
cerned in the conception and success-
ful undertaking of such a task as the
building of this fine church. The oc-
casion would always be memorable to
him, for in all the time he had been
in Southern Rhodesia he had never
seen so many people in church.

“We now have in this town,”. he
continued, ‘‘what I believe to be the
first example in the Colony of a
church of the type which is
a  prominent and dignified fea-
ture of most of the . towns
in the Union, 'a building which
well might be a source of pride, not
only to those who worship within its
walls, but to the citizens of Salisbury
in general.

The Governor also referred to the
excellent relations that existed be-
tween the Dutch ~Reformed Church
and other religious sections of the
communityv. =]

singing of the first hymn,
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““A Milestone in Their History’

“To the Dutch community in this
Oolony,’.’ he said, ‘‘this church will
be a milestone in their history. For
their. ministers and missionaries it
will be an encouragement in the fine
work they are doing under God’s guid-
ance to further the spiritual welfare
of the population, both European and
native.”’

Mr. G. Moerdyk, the architect, also
referred to the prominence of the
Du.tc}} Reformed Church among the
buildings of every town in the Union.
“We of the Duich Church in South
Africa.” he said, “are perhaps even
more bound up in our Church than
most other  peoples, for it is our
Church which has been our spiritual
guide and has saved the national spirit
of our people. The usefulness of the
Dutch citizen is measured by his
loyalty to his traditions and to his
Church, for, although it is a mistake
to teach nationalism, it has never been
found wise to denationalise a people.”
He referred to the progress the Dutch
Church had made in South Africa and
to the usefulness of the work it was
doing,

Dy BPxiJ Pienaar, a representati
of the Dutch Reformed Chl"()ll‘(‘,h itna t}‘;g
Orange Free State, then preached a
sermon in Dutch, taking as his text

The Church, which is My body.””

Dedication of Lights

In the evening there wus a special
service 2% which the lights of %he
church were dedicated. Duging the

ng Mra, Har-
tel, the oldest member of the congre-
gation—she is 86—walked to the main
switch on the arm of the Rey. ]\Zfr.
Pienaar, and turned on the lights.
Some time ago she expressed the de.
sire to Mv allowed to do so, and her
wish was readily given effect to. The
Rev. Dr. de Villiers, of Bulawayo,
officiated at the dedication service.




