MR. CROCKER AND
MR. MOERDYK

REPLY TO CRITICISM OF
THE COUNCIL

Councillor H. J. Crocker, vice chair-
man of the Johannesburg Library
Committee, interviewed this morning
on the views expressed by Mr. Gerard
Moerdyk in The Star last evening, said
he regretted the intemperate lanZuage
ased, which he thought proved that
Mr. Moerdyk could not have acquainted
himself either with the terms of the
proposed library -competition ceadi-
tions nor taken account of ihe care.
ful manner in which the Library Com-
mittee had considered every represen-
tation made by the Institute of Archi-
tects, .

“1 feel sure that the City Counci
1 of Johannespurg will be abie to sur:

| vive the strictures = voiced by Mr.

| Moerdyk,” said Mr. Crocker. *To

| ascribe 'anti-South African teeling’ to |

ia Council which is celiberately con-
fnning the library competitive aesigns
to South African architects, .is, to
say the least of it, absurd.

*“The f{acts are that the Library
Comunittee has, at a time when every
| week 1s precious, delayed its final ae-
| cislon upon the competition conditions
! solely in order that full consideration
{should be given to the criticisms

offered by the Institute of Architects;
. that several adaitionai meetings have
| been heid on that account; that every
camendment or substitution suggested
| by the architects has been taken into

review and in many instances adopted,
and that the final draft conditions are
a reasonable compromise between the
| contending parties.

FIRM ON CLAUSE 29.

“ In only one respect has the commit-
tee taken up a firm stand, and that is in
deciding to retain clause 29, which pro-
vides against the contingency—ad-
mitted by the institute itself to be
a remotc one—of the competition being
poorly patronised and yielding a first
premiated design which the Council
and its advisors might consider to be
clearly unworthy of the subject and
the site.

“Suck a contingency may indeed
be a remote one, but the Council has
a duty to discharge tu the public and
the ratepayers, and that is to ensure
that value is received for the large
expenditure contemplated, and that the
new library shall not be unworthy of
the magnificent site to be devoted to
it.  Without clause 29 the Council is
in a defenceless position, and even if
only one design was submitted the
Council would have to accept it and
actually proceed with the erection of
a building costing £200,000. No rea-
sonable and responsible citizen would
like to see the Council placed in such
a position in connection with a build-
ing project of this magnitude.

“It cannot be too clearly understood
that if the Council launched this lib-
\rary competition without the saving
protection of clause 29 it would, in cer-
tain contingencies, be reduced to a
condition of helplessness. Mr. Moer-
dyk, however, makes the suggestion
that this clause is ‘an attempt to
dope South- African architects,’ and

one can only leave this remark to the '

judgment of public opinion.”
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