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BACKGROUND

The Special Collections Unit dates from 1932,
when it was first decided to build an Africana
collection.

Through various donations, particularly of
entire, private book collections, the unit grew
into what it is today.

Our largest category of collections is our
African Heritage Collections, comprised mainly
of book collections, but also including some
important archival collections.

The Struggle Collection, which falls under the
African Heritage Collections is a priority when it
comes to our collection development and
growth.

[ R
o]
b ] R
R Bl L pa—
)RS -
R 5
s

vy
TG

Our cradle of sub-Saharan Africa studies

‘iiﬁir DW A [ J\{’/A

UNIVERSITY OF PRETORIA
YUNIBESITHI YA PRETORIA

Make today matter

Www.up.ac.za



Research - The Struggle Collection

The Struggle History Collection became a consolidated collection after an
audit of the individual collections we curate showed how certain collections
could naturally be categorised together. This collection is one of our
collection development priorities, particularly in terms of filling gaps in the
collection and the decolonisation of the collections in general.

Thus far the collection comprises mainly archival collections, all of which
have been digitised and are openly available on the University’s institutional
repository, UPSpace. However, during the course of this year we have
received donations of various books and pamphlets which will also be added
to this collection.

This is a unique collection with high research value and it is hoped that the
consolidation, development, and improved accessibility and visibility of the
Struggle Collection will generate new and diverse research projects.




Existing Collections

1. Rumpff Collection

3 volumes of court proceedings pertaining to the
1956 Treason Trial, a precursor to the Rivonia
Treason Trial. In December 1956, 156 people,
iIncluding Nelson Mandela, were arrested in a raid
and accused of treason. The trial was held in
Johannesburg from 1956 until 1961 and all the
defendants were found not guilty. Some of these

defendants were later convicted in the Rivonia Trial.

two newspaper articles, appeal documents and the
verdict of the Lesley Sikweyiya case.

a collection of works and writings by Judge Rumpfft.
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RIVONTA TRIAL : RIVONIA VERHOOR 1963 — 1964
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2. Station Bomb Trial Collection

Frederick John Harris was a South African
school teacher and anti-apartheid
campaigner, who carried out a bomb attack
on the Johannesburg railway station in
1964, in which one person was killed and
23 injured. He was tried at the Supreme
Court of South Africa and was executed in
1965, the first and only white man to be
executed for a politically inspired act in
resistance to apartheid.

This collection consists of 5 volumes of trial
transcriptions.
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3. Delmas Trial Collection

The Delmas Treason Trial was one of the
lengthiest political trials in South African history,
running from 16 October 1985 to 18 November
1988. The trial led to the conviction of four
defendants on treason charges, and seven
others were convicted of terrorism, with
sentences ranging from five to eleven years in
prison. The Appellate Division overturned their
convictions at the end of 1989.

This collection consists of 88 boxes of court
transcriptions.




IN THE SUPREME COURT OF SOUTH AFRICA
TRANSVAAL PROVINCIAL DIVISION

In the matter ofi-

THE  STATE

FREDERICK JOHN HARRIS

- RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS =

VOLUME I

Pages 1 -~ 205.

- EVIDENCE -

From the Station Bomb Trial Collection

IN DIE HOOGGEREGSHOF _V.N _SUID-AFRIKA A:J'_ 2

(TRANSVAALSE PROVINSIALE AFDELING)

SAAKNOMMER: CC 482/85 DELMAS
BETHAL

1985-10-16

DIE STAAT teen: PATRICK MABUYA BALEKA EN 21

ANDER

SY EDELE REGTER VAN DIJKHORST

ASSESSORE: MNR. W.F. KRUGEL

PROF. W.A. JOUBERT

NAMENS DIE STAAT: P.B. JACOBS
P, FICK
W. HANEKOM

NAMENS DIE VERDEDIGING: ADV. A. CHASKALSON

ADV. G. BIZOS
ADV. K. TIP

ADV, Z.M., YACOOB
ADV. G.J. MARCUS

MNR. B.S.N. SKOSANA

(SIEN AKTE VAN BESKULDIGING)

AL DIE BESKULDIGDES; ONSKULDIG

KONTRAKTEURS : LUBBE OPNAMES

VOLUME A

(Bladsye 1 - 46

From the Delmas Trial Collection
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Recent Acquisitions

1. A speech delivered by Dr William
Nkomo in July 1954, recorded on
two double-sided acetate records

2. 16 editions of Die

Nuwe Stem, a

pre-apartheid Afrikaans radical

leftist newspaper

and pamphlets, a
which were publis
Institute for Race

Various relevant books, booklets

arge number of
ned by the S.A.

Relations

Dr W. F. Nkomo speech
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FACT PAPER

Compiled by Muriel Horrell
Published by the

S.A. INSTITUTE OF RACE RELATIONS

No. 7-1960. Price 50c.

Vol. XXviil 2 July-September 1961

RACE
RELATIONS
JOURNAL

Increased Non-European Semi-Skilled
and Unskilled Wages—The Order of
the Problem in Manufacturing

Industry

Prejudice: The Frontier Tradition
and Race Attitudes in South Africa

The Address of the Hereditary Chiefs
of Basutoland to
Mr. Mennen Williams, U.S.A.

Some Comments on Bantu Education

Baragwanath

"“The Government will not
orders

RELATIQNS
JOURNAL

Professor D. D, T, Jabavu

AFRICAN FARM LABOUR SURVEY
The “Volunteer Scheme”
Suggested Reforms of Recruitment and Conditions
Conclusions and Reflections
The Law Relating to Farm Labour

Slum Clearance and the Ability of Non-Europeans fo pay
Economic Rent in a small South African City

Book Reviews

Vol. XXVI No. 3 July—Sept., 1959

Various books, booklets and pamphlets




Reflection - The Van Warmelo Collection

The Van Warmelo Collection comprises over 57 000 pages of writings, concerning
different South African indigenous groups, collected whilst Van Warmelo was in the
employment of the Department of Bantu affairs. These include manuscripts on the
Xhosa, Zulu, Swazi, Tsonga, South Sotho (Sesotho, Tswana, North-Sotho (Sepedi))
and Venda (Tshivenda), the majority of which were written in the original language.
These manuscripts include detailed information about the history, traditions, way of
life, dress, laws, warfare and religion of the groups as well as the traditional life-
stages that an individual goes through from birth to death.

The Special Collections Unit has collaborated with SA Heritage Publishers, who are
currently undertaking the translation of the collection into English. The Ancestral
Voices project is an enormous undertaking, as it involves transcribing and
translating over 800 manuscripts. SA Heritage Publishers are also tracing
descendants of the original authors of the manuscripts. This significant collection
has preserved what was previously thought to be unwritten history, in a written
form.
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M M Balfour

S T Mnto

S T Mhluzana
A T Z Mbebe
A T 2 Mbebe

M Nkopo

H D Mancotywa
D J Mapekula
I B Ggwabaza
M A Dlamini
J Makalima

J Makalima
clo

T K Jubase

J A Magagula
Dhlomo

Gcaleka history and
customs

History and customs of
Amatshezi

Hlubi history and custom
History of the Hlubi
History of the Hlubi of
Mt Fletcher, their country
and some customs and law.
History of the Thembu and
some customs.

Thembu custom.

Bhaca history and incube.
Hlubi history

Bhaca history

Various customs of the
Fingo of Umtata district
Account of Thembu law and
custom.

Mpondomise of Qumbu,
history.

Umulandu namasiko abantu
Various items (22) of Zulu
custom and four histories
of the Bhaca, Sibiya,
Sikhakhana and Cele.
Ukuhlabela amadlozi (Zulu
custom)

Digitised by the Open Scholarship & Digitisation Programme, University of Pretoria, 2016

The original Van Warmelo finding aid

Ku/a M. Balfour.
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A page from the manuscript MM Balfour/
11.300/132/Gcaleka history and customs
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Conclusion — Hidden Treasures

The Struggle Collection and the Van Warmelo Collection are prime examples of how collections that

have previously been regarded as less important can become our most valued research resources.

Periodic reflection and re-evaluation of our collections provides opportunities to rediscover hidden

treasures.
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