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Transformational (Read & Publish) Agreements

What are Transformational Agreements?

 Transformational agreements represent a shift in the contractual 
dynamics between institutions and publishers from the traditional 
subscription (paywall) to the new open access publishing model 
where publishers receive compensation for their open access 
publishing services. This enables institutions, researchers, and 
publishers to transition to a more open future in a sustainable way.
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History of Transformational Agreements

 In June 2021, SANLiC members embraced principles aimed at 
replacing outdated journal reading subscription agreements. These 
agreements no longer cater to the needs of our researchers and the 
South African National System of Innovation. 

 Instead, the focus shifted towards agreements that integrate both 
reading and publishing services. These new agreements prioritize 
accessibility to local research, a crucial step in building and 
advancing a repository of local knowledge essential for societal 
growth and development.
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What Does These Agreements mean for UP Authors?

 Transformational agreements allow researchers unlimited read 
access to a portfolio of journals, plus funding to cover Article 
Processing Charges (APCs) when choosing to publish OA.
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Traditional subscription models: 
Pay to read

New vision: 
Pay to publish, then read for free
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Read & Publish

Subscriptions Open Access

Read                   Publish
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What is Open Access?

 Open Access (OA) refers to the practice of providing unrestricted 
access to research publications, enabling anyone to read and utilize 
the findings without financial or legal barriers.

 Open Access (OA) extends beyond simply making research available 
for reading; it also entails permitting others to reuse the research. 
This may include analyzing the content or building upon it for further 
exploration or innovation.
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Different Types of Journals

 Subscription only journals - Free to publish but the end user needs to 
subscribe to read and access the research

 Hybrid Journals - Are subscription journals that allows OA 
publications. Articles can be published behind or outside paywall

 Open Access Journals 
 Articles are freely accessible online
 Authors pay an APC
 The APC can be paid via the author’s institution or funding
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Which publishers are part of the TAs in 2024?
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Publisher List Cont…
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Publisher List Cont…
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Tips for Authors
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• Decide in which journal you 
want to publish

• Check the list of journals 
where UP authors can 
publish OA for free

• Confirm that the title is 
accredited on the DHET 
acknowledged lists

• Check the publisher and 
proceed to the publisher 
website Step 1:

Find a journal

• Go to the author submission portal  
on the publisher’s site

• Follow the manuscript submission 
process

• Select the right license
• Ensure your affiliation is 

University of Pretoria and you 
are using a  UP institutional 
email address

Step 2:
Submit •The system will automatically 

identifies UP authors as a part 
of the SANLiC agreement and 
will automatically allocates a 
voucher to the article

•The manuscript progresses 
through the usual publication 
process including peer review

Step 3:
Publish

3 Easy steps for OA publishing in journals included in the R & P deals: 



Make today matter

How to access the list of accredited journals
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The List of Journals
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Number of Publications from 2021- July 2024
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Library Article Processing Charges funding

 In this fund we support researchers who are publishing in Gold OA Journals not 
included on the TAs

 This funding is very limited, it is based on first come first served basis
 The journal needs to be indexed on the DHET accredited list, and also on DOAJ
 The IF should be above 0, lower than 1 is considered as low 
 The journal should rank between Q 1-3 if its Q4 the Dean needs to motivate
 The library contributes a refundable portion of 50/60%
 This fund excludes books, monographs & book chapter publications
 Retrospective support is not provided, only articles published in the current year 

are supported



Make today matter

Steps to follow when applying and claiming from APC funds

Author sends the manuscript to the publisher

Publisher sends the invoice to the author to pay APCs

Author pays full amount to the publisher from 
their funds from the department/faculty cost centre

Author receives proof of payment from the publisher

Then the article gets published and becomes 
available online
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What the author needs to submit to the library

The APC Application form signed by the Dean

The detailed transactional report per cost centre

The published version of the article

Proof of payment in South African Rands & the 
invoice

apc.applications@up.ac.za
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Open Access Publishing Guides

 APC guide: https://library.up.ac.za/c.php?g=1126926&p=8249883
 R & P agreements: https://library.up.ac.za/c.php?g=1126926&p=8966307
 R & P journal list: https://www.library.up.ac.za/ld.php?content_id=65993708
 DHET list: https://www.library.up.ac.za/ld.php?content_id=75601266 

https://library.up.ac.za/c.php?g=1126926&p=8249883
https://library.up.ac.za/c.php?g=1126926&p=8966307
https://www.library.up.ac.za/ld.php?content_id=65993708
https://www.library.up.ac.za/ld.php?content_id=75601266
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Conclusion

 In conclusion, it's important to emphasise that these agreements hold 
limited value unless researchers actively embrace and make the most 
of the available OA publishing opportunities.

 Some publishers impose limits on the number of articles that can be 
published under OA, but in most case, we do not even come close to  
those caps.

 We strongly encourage our research community to consistently opt 
for OA publication as a means of promoting social justice. 



THANK YOU
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