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Agenda

pic
● Accredited journals
● Journal rankings
● How to identify a journal for publication
● Predatory journals
● Author citation analysis

● Library website overview
● Databases example : Sage Research 

Methods
● Literature Review 
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Accredited journals



Integrated alphabetical list



Other Resources e.g. open access



List of journals where UP authors can publish Open Access for free



Integrated list



Accredited journal example
South African journal of Education

Find in 
document



Journal Rankings

Journals vary in the impact they have on the research community. Once you know a journal’s 
impact, you can rank it against the impact of other journals in the field

Check the relative impact of journals within your field so you can:

▪ Identify where to submit articles for publication
▪ Decide which publications to highlight in funding applications, promotion



Measuring impact in different Databases

▪ Scopus
▪ Web of Science



Scopus
Impact measures

CiteScore

▪ The CiteScore measures average citations received per document published in the journal
▪ It is useful for:

▪ comparing journals within the same field
▪ ranking them in subject categories
▪ indicating the percentile they fall into



Impact measures continue

SJR (SCImago Journal Rank)

▪ The SJR measures citations weighted by prestige. 
▪ It is useful for comparing journals within the same field, and forms the basis of the subject category ranking. Q1 

journals are cited more often and by more prestigious journals than those in the other quartiles.

SNIP (Source Normalized Impact per Paper)

▪ The SNIP (Source Normalized Impact per Paper) measures citations weighted by the subject field. It is useful for 
comparing journals not just within the same field but also across disciplines.

▪ A SNIP of 1.0 means that a journal’s articles are cited at the average rate for all journals in the same subject area; 
anything over 1.0 indicates more citations than average in the field while a SNIP of less than 1.0 is below the 
average. A SNIP of more than 1.5 generally indicates a very well-cited journal



Scopus

www.library.up.ac.za --- Search -- Databases -- Scopus

http://www.library.up.ac.za/


Subject Area : Social Sciences -- Education



Scopus Source Subject : Education



Web of Science

▪ Web of Science are ranked using a tool known as the Impact Factor, which is based on the previous two 
years’ citation data

▪ Impact Factors are best used to compare journals in the same subject category, as citation rates vary 
widely between disciplines

▪ For example, Nature has an Impact Factor of over 40, while American Historical Review has a factor which is 
below 2, yet each is ranked near the top of their subject category

▪ Ranked subject categories are divided into quartiles, with Q1 identifying the most-cited journals

▪ Web of Science gives a quick overview of a journal’s Impact Factor, rank and quartile in the relevant subject 
category. The overview may not be available for all journals



Web of Science example
www.library.up.ac.za Search --- Databases --- Web of Science Core Collection

Search 
publication 
title and type 
title of journal 
e.g. Nature

http://www.library.up.ac.za/


Web of Science Core Collection
Results

Click on 
Nature



Nature

Impact
Factor



Journal Citation Reports

www.library.up.ac.za – Search – Databases – Journal Citation Reports

http://www.library.up.ac.za/


Nature :  Journal Citation reports



How to choose a journal for publication

▪ Identify the topic / keywords of your article
▪ Who do you want the audience to be
▪ Do your key word search on different databases e.g. Web of Science
▪ Identify possible journals in your search results
▪ Go to journal home page for Scope and other specifications to determine the fit
▪ If you want citations look at the ranking of the journals on Web of Science or Scopus 

or the List of journals where UP authors can publish Open Access for free

Alternatively
▪ https://mjl.clarivate.com/home -- Manuscript Matcher

https://mjl.clarivate.com/home


Predatory Journals
Definition

Predatory journals (fraudulent, deceptive, or pseudo-journals)

▪ Publications that claim to be legitimate scholarly journals, but misrepresent their publishing 
practices

▪ Some common forms of predatory publishing practices include:
▪ falsely claiming to provide peer review, 
▪ hiding information about Article Processing Charges (APCs), 
▪ misrepresenting members of the journal’s editorial board, 
▪ violations of copyright or scholarly ethics



Other Considerations

▪ Invitation to publish via overly flattering e-mails
▪ Deception/hijacking – they use the same title as a well-known existing journal
▪ Broad journal title – includes subject fields not normally grouped together
▪ Charge exuberant author fees – more than $5,000.
▪ High acceptance rate – more than 50%
▪ Rapid publication – little or no peer-review
▪ Authors are not required to rework material – publish without changes
▪ No ISSN or DOI (digital object identifier)



Other considerations continue

▪ Editorial board members
▪ - no affiliation, experience or contact detail
▪ - Gmail or yahoo e-mail addresses (not academic)
▪ - do these people know they are on the Board?
▪ Fake websites
▪ - do not exist
▪ - poorly maintained
▪ - spelling mistakes
▪ - dead links
▪ Proof of peer review
▪ Indexed by typical databases in the field
▪ Journal claims to have an impact factor – but no way of confirming this
▪ Trust your professional judgment

▪ If something feels wrong, it probably is!
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Example of a 
Hijacked journal



Archives of Hijacked journal vs Real Journal

VS



Hijacked Editorial board vs Real journals Real

VS



Ponte
6 years ago

Broad scope &

False indexing







ResearchGate

Unintentionally published in a hijacked journal what can you do?



Ponte authenticated record



How to check for Predatory journals

https://www.library.up.ac.za/c.php?g=834649

https://www.library.up.ac.za/c.php?g=834649


Tools to assist when checking a journal

▪ Retraction watch hijacked journal checker: https://retractionwatch.com/the-retraction-watch-
hijacked-journal-checker/

▪ Scopus: https://www-elsevier-com.uplib.idm.oclc.org/products/scopus/content#4-titles-on-
scopus

▪ Scimago Journal Rankings (SJR): https://www.scimagojr.com/
▪ Clarivate’s Master journal list: https://mjl.clarivate.com/home
▪ Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ): https://doaj.org/
▪ https://thinkchecksubmit.org/

https://retractionwatch.com/the-retraction-watch-hijacked-journal-checker/
https://www-elsevier-com.uplib.idm.oclc.org/products/scopus/content#4-titles-on-scopus
https://www.scimagojr.com/
https://mjl.clarivate.com/home
https://doaj.org/
https://thinkchecksubmit.org/


What to do if you’re a researcher

• When looking to publish a manuscript, use the publisher site that the 
journal is accredited by to redirect to the journal website. Do not Google 
search the journal

• Consult your department’s Information Specialist
• Apply the ‘what to look out for’ tips if you find yourself unsure whether it 

is real or not
• Choose journals from the accredited lists/ well known databases e.g. 

Science Direct, Web of Science, Scopus
• Check discussions on social networking sites e.g. 

https://www.researchgate.net/





Make today matter

Contents

• Terminology
• Web of Science, including 

the H-index
• Scopus
• Google Scholar
• Altmetrics
• Publons



Make today matter

Terminology

Term Definition
Scholarly output The number of publications of the researcher/department

Citation count Total citations received by publications of the researcher/department

H-index

A measure of both the productivity and publication impact of a 
researcher/department, which depends on both the number of 
publications and the number of citations they have received

CiteScore

The average number of times articles from a journal published in the 
past three years have been cited. (This is similar to the Impact 
Factor of the Web of Science)


Sheet1

		Term		Definition

		Scholarly output		The number of publications of the researcher/department

		Citation count		Total citations received by publications of the researcher/department

		H-index		A measure of both the productivity and publication impact of a researcher/department, which depends on both the number of publications and the number of citations they have received

		CiteScore		The average number of times articles from a journal published in the past three years have been cited. (This is similar to the Impact Factor of the Web of Science)







Make today matter

H-index

The H-index was developed by Jorge E. Hirsch in 2005.

• Measures broad impact of an individual’s work based on 
publications and citations received (Hirsch, 2005)

Insert date under view on slide 
master
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H-index explained

h number of papers that have each been cited at least h times (Clarivate, 
2022:online)

● “The largest number h such that at least h articles in that publication were 
cited at least h times each” (Google Scholar, 2022:online).

● “For example, a publication with five articles cited by, respectively, 17, 9, 
6, 3, and 2, has the h-index of 3” (Google Scholar, 2022:online)

= at least 3 papers have been cited 3 times



Make today matter

Example

Article number Article Citation count Analysis
1 Article 1 17 3 or more
2 Article 2 9 3 or more
3 Article 3 6 3 or more
4 Article 4 3 3 or more
5 Article 5 2


Sheet1

		Article number		Article		Citation count		Analysis

		1		Article 1		17		3 or more

		2		Article 2		9		3 or more

		3		Article 3		6		3 or more

		4		Article 4		3		3 or more

		5		Article 5		2
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https://www.library.up.ac.za/home
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Journal Citation Reports

4
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Why does this happen?

• Different requirements of authors’ names
e.g. writing out all names and surnames vs initials & surname vs first 
name, remaining initials & surname

• Variations of writing the author’s name(s)
e.g. Wingfield, Brenda D., Wingfield, B.D., Wingfield, Brenda

• Using ‘known as names’ instead of legal names 



ORCID

H-index

Citations

Peer review



Importance of merging multiple profiles

All 4 profiles combined Just the 1st profile





17





Affiliation
ORCID

Docs

Cites

H-index
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Google Scholar

• To sign in/create a Google Scholar Profile: www.google.co.za
• Google Scholar: https://scholar.google.com
• UP staff already have a prepopulated profile. Click on my profile 

to access, update and make the profile public. 
• A university ‘email for verification’ is required

http://www.google.co.za/
https://scholar.google.com/
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Author Citation Analysis & Interpretation 

• Data source(s) used for author analysis
• WOS and Scopus are considered to be more prestigious
• Exceptions: Humanities and Social Sciences
• Do not compare H-indexes from different subject fields (e.g. Surgery vs 

History)
• Include all three author analyses in applications
• H-index flaws – publication history vs citability
• Altmetrics

Insert date under view on slide 
master



Make today matter

Bibliometrics & Altmetrics

• Bibliometrics show the impact of research
• Altmetrics showcase the attention and influence of research



63

PlumX Analytics & Altmetric Explorer

PlumX

 Citations 
 Usage (clicks, downloads, views, 

video plays, library holdings)
 Captures (bookmarks, favourates, 

readers, watchers)
 Mentions (blog posts, comments, 

reviews, news media, Wikipedia 
references)
 Social media (likes, shares, 

comments, tweets)

Altmetric Explorer

 Social media (Twitter & Facebook)
 News(mainstream & field specific)
 Blogs
 Policy and patents
 Online reference managers 

(Mendeley & CiteULike)
 Dimensions citation data
 Reddit



Cites

Views

2020



Insert date under view on slide 
master



Make today matter

Attention increases impact
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Web of Science
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What are Publons used for

Publons track your publications, citation metrics, peer reviews, and 
journal editing work in a single, easy-to-maintain profile: All your 
publications are imported from Web of Science, ORCID, or your 
bibliographic reference manager (e.g., EndNote or Mendeley).



73

How does Publons work?

 Peer review and editorial work for WOS journals and articles
 Peer review for non WOS articles

Peer reviews
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Example of Publons dashboard
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How do I get my Publons ID?

A Researcher ID will automatically be assigned for you overnight.
Go to Web of Science.
Select Publons.
Click on "Register". Enter your name, email address and password 

and click on the Register button. ...
Click on “Continue” to bring up your Publons profile
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