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Research Lifecycle

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fresearchsupport.harvard.edu%2Fresearch-lifecycle&psig=AOvVaw135BAb3u-yo8I_ZhTO4Fsd&ust=1687333563522000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CBEQjRxqFwoTCKimqL-t0f8CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE


NRF Statement on Open Access, 2015

Research Articles, electronic theses and dissertations (eTDs)

• Research either fully or partially funded by NRF

• Peer-reviewed manuscripts on institutional repositories (IR)

• No more than 12 months embargo period

• Articles published in Open Access and/or publisher allows published version in PDF (IR)

Research Data

“the data supporting the publication should be deposited in an accredited Open

Access repository, with the provision of a Digital Object Identifier for future citation and referencing”



Open Access at UP

• Policy on University of Pretoria electronic theses and dissertations - S5119/21

• Policy to provide open access to research papers authored by University of 
Pretoria researchers – S5120/21

• Research policy - S5102/23

• Intellectual Property (IP) - S5144/22



Research visibility and impact

• Research visibility – “how well your work is known to the people who matter, 
such as other researchers, policymakers, and the public” 

• Research impact - “the effect your work has on society, such as advancing 
knowledge, informing policy, or solving real-world problems”.

Ebrahim, 2023:Online

https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/research-visibility-impact-how-increase-your-reach-nader-ale-ebrahim-uigjc/


Research visibility and impact
• Scholars are often asked to describe the impact of their work when 

applying for positions, for promotions and tenure, and for funding. 

• This may include traditional factors such as citation counts and journal 
reputation and newer measures that look at the reach and visibility of the 
work through downloads, and views, and mentions on blogs and other 
social media.

https://www.google.com/imgres?q=altmetric&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fcdn.cookielaw.org%2Flogos%2F6a189e47-62e6-47b4-81b0-3ccd4f0bf2ab%2F43546126-8892-45b1-b059-662f8cefccb5%2Fd06a1a23-32f7-43e4-a8e0-95fb1530b37f%2FAltmetric_fullcolor_rgb_new.png&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.altmetric.com%2F&docid=MreQwQt9qUgBQM&tbnid=awUZ13FxgSSDhM&vet=12ahUKEwjL6tassLiFAxU-WUEAHbVzBHwQM3oECGIQAA..i&w=1513&h=297&hcb=2&ved=2ahUKEwjL6tassLiFAxU-WUEAHbVzBHwQM3oECGIQAA


Benefits of research visibility

• Reaching wider audience 

• Increased citations and downloads of your research

• More opportunities for collaboration and funding

• Higher profile in your field

• Greater impact on society



Communicating your research

• Discoverability (Keywords, SDGs)

• Publishing in Open Access Journals

• Make sure it is archived in OA repositories

• Share your work on social media, research networks, and other online platforms

• Attend and present at conferences and workshops

• Collaborate with other researchers in your field

• Normalize talking about your research and its significant implications



Research visibility and impact Framework

(Murray et al. 2018)

https://www.google.com/imgres?q=(murray%20et%20al.%202018)%20research%20visibility%20framework&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fd3i71xaburhd42.cloudfront.net%2Fefca0329b05abaf813aa654ff0a0003cf61b2e87%2F2-Figure1-1.png&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.semanticscholar.org%2Fpaper%2FIncreasing-research-visibility-to-maximize-impact-Murray-Murray%2Fefca0329b05abaf813aa654ff0a0003cf61b2e87&docid=X8nD7zRZ_ZhU5M&tbnid=lS4v7TzZFaaSvM&vet=12ahUKEwiH_5qH-rWFAxWPXfEDHS6vBJ8QM3oECGgQAA..i&w=1172&h=668&hcb=2&ved=2ahUKEwiH_5qH-rWFAxWPXfEDHS6vBJ8QM3oECGgQAA
https://www.google.com/imgres?q=(murray%20et%20al.%202018)%20research%20visibility%20framework&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fd3i71xaburhd42.cloudfront.net%2Fefca0329b05abaf813aa654ff0a0003cf61b2e87%2F2-Figure1-1.png&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.semanticscholar.org%2Fpaper%2FIncreasing-research-visibility-to-maximize-impact-Murray-Murray%2Fefca0329b05abaf813aa654ff0a0003cf61b2e87&docid=X8nD7zRZ_ZhU5M&tbnid=lS4v7TzZFaaSvM&vet=12ahUKEwiH_5qH-rWFAxWPXfEDHS6vBJ8QM3oECGgQAA..i&w=1172&h=668&hcb=2&ved=2ahUKEwiH_5qH-rWFAxWPXfEDHS6vBJ8QM3oECGgQAA


Tshetsha, 2022 https://library.up.ac.za/c.php?g=1121585&p=8392812

https://library.up.ac.za/c.php?g=1121585&p=8392812


ORCID 

• Open Researcher and Contributor ID – Persistent Unique IDs for 
researchers

• Register and create account

• Unique 16 digit identifier e.g. https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0484-6551

• Link and authorise ORCID to the UP

• Link ORCID to TENET Intembeko ORCID Hub (Give permission to 
institutions)

• Give authorization to Crossref, Datacite and Scopus

https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0484-6551


ORCID Profile integration

https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=7301&context=libphilprac


Research impact and visibility

UPSpace IR

UP Research 
Data Repository

Researcher Profiles

- Google Scholar
- Scopus

- Web of Science

https://repository.up.ac.za/
https://researchdata.up.ac.za/




UPSpace Institutional Repository Impact





Rosina Ramokgola: Data Curation Officer

Research Profiling through Figshare

Upload your data

▪ Onto the UP Research 

Data Repository 
(Figshare)

▪ Create your research 

profile

▪ Connect researcher 

profile using ORCID and 

share data openly

▪ Claim your datasets

https://help.figshare.com/article/maximise-your-research-profile


Profiling: Prof Yves van de Peer



Profiling: Dr PL Tsele



Research Visibility Checker Tool

• It provides you with insight into the extent of your academic outreach.

• It also gives Research Librarians' information to help you in gaining more 
exposure for your academic work and professional career.

• Get started

Researcher Visibility Tool

Goes to Open Scholarship then assigned to an information specialist

Submission of Publication

• Electronic Theses and Dissertation

• Journal Articles

https://library.up.ac.za/research_visibility
https://repository.up.ac.za/handle/2263/51914
https://repository.up.ac.za/handle/2263/84899


Research Visibility Checker Tool



Conclusion

• Helps in the improving the webometrics rankings of universities

• Increase the visibility and prestige of the institution

• Content is readily searchable worldwide

• Improves Times Higher Education Impact rankings of universities (SDGs)

• Data gathered from (Scopus and Web of Science)



“Our mission of disseminating knowledge is only half 
complete if the information is not made widely and readily 

available to the society”

- Berlin Declaration on Open Access -


