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RE-IMAGINING THE DENSIFICATION OF SUBURBIA

CITY OF TSHWANE / WARD 82 / REGION 3
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GARSFONTE\N DRIVE

THE LARGER AREA USED TO STUDY SUBURBIA

CULTURAL TOPOLOGY

SUBURBAN

The existing suburban housin

? lexicon
is very rigid and traditional. Th

gid e study
aims to document the current lexicon

of residential densification happening
within the study area of Menlo Park.
The traditional free standing house in
the centre of the erf is a remnant of the
planning frameworks dating back to
colonial 1900s. Contemporary society
and planners have started to densify
within suburbia throughout the country.

ANALYSIS

Fach process of densification occurs
in isolation, focusing solely on the
individual erf and designing it inwards
towards the centre of the erf. The
buildings’ backs are turned to the street
and communal living  environments
are nof in great supp|y. As a result
big, corporafe developments occur
readily within new suburban areas an

create housing en masse that has litfle
variety and neighbourhood character.

Project goal:
TO REDEFINE

This will be achieved by inserting small
scale economic activities along a green
spine typology into the sterile + uniform
fabric of suburbia. Connecting back to
lite in the publicrealm is a central theme.

THE CONCERN OF SUBURBAN
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I M ENLO PARK / STUDY

The projects is executed through a cyclical 3-step process.

Sketch showing the need for vertical elements to extend above

Sketch exploring the opportunities offered by the 3" dweling
the suburban skyline. b

Sketch exploring how the pedestrian corridor could connect Sketch exploring the options for densifying the interstifial
y-law implemented by the City of Johannesburg. fo existing public fransport networks.

spaces between the residential homes.
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This front gate represents the typical
appearance of a suburban residential home
within Menlo Park. The tradtional palisade
gate, prolific foliage, a manicured lawn
sidewalk, and some brick pavement used in
the drive way.

SUBURBAN SITE VIEWS

EXISTING DENSIFICATION LEXICON ot e e

 existing backyard - lawn

<——— boundary wall defining
the individual erf

lL extensive vegetation

within the ert - private
open green space

main residential house

/ » gate as portal into the

erf

] the remainder of the erf

remains unchanged

SCENARIO 1

free-standing solo house

house in centre of erf

this type of erf conﬂ%urofion was typical during the
seffing out of the suburb during the early colonial
neighbourhood planning frameworks 2/79505)

 existing backyard - lawn

¢——— boundary wall defining
the individual erf

\—| extensive vegetation

within the ert - private

- open green space

main residential
house
seperate garage unit

/ » gate as portal into the

2

SCENARIO 2

free-standing solo house

house in front portion of erf + external garage

this type of erf configuration, still typical during the

sefting out of the sugurb during the early colonial

neighbourhood planning frameworks, represents
the smaller house erf configuration.

. 4x townhouses built in
accordance with sectional

townhouse 1 townhouse 2 ﬁfle Iegislcfion
» semi-public green space
’\ . division wall between the

townhouses - defining each

townhouse 4 individual's private garden

/

townhouse 3

. singular gate as common
portal into the erf - it defines
the common area within the

property

SCENARIO 3

tabula rasa effect - 4x townhouses

sectional fitle property division within the erf
itself & defined semi-public green space

addition /

. step 1 of densification:
add onto the existing
main house

main residential house

SCENARIO 1

free-standing solo house

addition to the main house

. after the addition the
house can still easily be
moved around within
the erf

the front portion of the erf

become semi-private once if
is shared with the tenant of the
garden flat

the back portion of the erf is
more private zone

 step 1 of densification: a

2 residential
ouse

secondary house is built in
the back portion of the erf

/

garage

main residential
ouse

. wall inserted for

sub-dividing the erf + a new
pon-honde?emry point is
created

/ /

SCENARIO 2

free-standing solo house reconfiquured

during densification process and the increased

need for afforadable housing, erven were

subdivided to accommodate two independant
houses

+ main gate & secondary
enfry gate as portal into the
er

each apartment shares a
common wall

/ addition

main residential house

 the back portion of the erf is
more private zone

step 2 of densification: an
/ additional garden flat is built
in the front portion of the erf

arden
af

SCENARIO 1

free-standing solo house

an additional garden flat is added, possibility of
renting the unit as a secondary income

addition

2 residential
ouse

garage

main residential
ouse

uouppo \W

v enfry fo the garden flat is
independant to  the main
reseidential house

secondary  private  open
green space

step 2 of densification: an
additional garden flat is built
in the front portion of the erf

the front portion of the
v erf  becomes the newly

SCENARIO 2

free-standing solo house reconfiguured

once the two independant houses are established,
further densification occurs.

. the remainder of the erf

aparfm. apartm. apartm. aparftm.
]P Qp 3|O AP

is semi-private green
space

internal circulation corridor

aparfm. apartm. apartm. apartm.
5p ép 7p 8IO

+ 8x apartments with the

option of 3/4 storeys in
the building

SCENARIO 3

tabula rasa effect - apartment block

the erf itself is private & it contains semi-public
green space within the commons

 singular gate as portal into
the erf - all tenants use this
enfryway

apartments are either in
accordance to sectional title
legislation / are rented from a
landlord

apartm. apartm.
]p Sp
apartm. apartm.
2p P
&

apartm. apartm.
3p 7p
aparftm. apartm.
Ap 8P

SCENARIO 3

tabula rasa effect - semi detached

the erf itself is private & it contains semi-public
green space within the commons

established  private  open
green space

apartments  are  either in
accordance to sectional title
legislation / are rented from a

landlord

« each apariment has their own

private green space

the remainder of the erf is semi-
private green space

 singular gafe as portal info the

erf - all tenants use this entryway

8x apartments with the option of
3/4 storeys in the building
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