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A B S T R A C T   

Plants are essential components of urban microclimates, as they can help mitigate some of the adverse effects of 
urbanisation, enhance environmental quality, and thus contribute to overall species well-being and the sus
tainability of cities. Urban planners and policymakers often incorporate green infrastructure and urban greening 
into their strategies to create healthier and more livable urban environments. Plants are primary producers, 
serving as a baseline for the attraction and habitat of other species; they also provide vital ecosystem services, 
such as climate amelioration. Landscape designers and horticulturalists can influence plant selection through 
built environment interventions, increasing urban ecosystem services and benefits. Based on the evidence of 
native plant preferences by insects and people and their natural adaptation to regional climatic extremes, we 
tested, through an experimental study, the potential of native grassland plants to survive in assemblages in 
current urban environments. The study specifically monitored the tolerance of nine native grassland plant species 
to urban environments over six months in Gauteng, South Africa. A stratified random sampling was done by 
monitoring permanent quadrats in two purposefully engineered urban native gardens. Plant vitality was eval
uated using chlorophyll a fluorescence. General climate data were obtained from a local weather station. 
Microclimatic temperature and humidity data were collected at each site and quadrat using Hygrochron High- 
Resolution Temperature and Humidity data loggers. The results indicated that all nine native plant species 
functioned with good photosynthetic health and can be recommended as resilient species that tolerate current 
urban conditions. Correlation studies indicated that two forb species, Haplocarpha lyrata and Scabiosa columbaria, 
showed great tolerance to current urban conditions. This vitality is likely contributed to their winter dormancy 
morphologically based on below-ground biomass, and their physiological adaptation to tolerate both wet and dry 
habitat conditions. This points to the potential of grassland forb species for urban use and the potential for 
climate adaptation in grassland areas.   

1. Introduction 

As global urbanisation rises, city planning and designs are increas
ingly oriented toward resource-efficient systems while ensuring good 
living standards (Haaland and Van den Bosch, 2015). High-quality 
public green spaces are also critical for human well-being and security 
(UN-Habitat, 2016), especially in the Global South, where this is often 
lacking (Dobbs et al., 2019; Breed et al., 2023). Rising global tempera
tures have raised concerns about monitoring and establishing resilient 
urban plant assemblages adaptable to current and changing urban cli
mates (Haase and Hellwig, 2022). Most research on urban green space is 

conducted in the Global North (Breed et al., 2023; Shackleton et al., 
2021), with recent examples of plant adaptation studies in Europe (e.g. 
Hanzl et al., 2021; Cortinovis et al., 2022; Haase and Hellwig, 2022) and 
the USA (e.g. Hobbie and Grimm, 2020), and fewer studies found in the 
Global South or Africa. 

Africa, specifically sub-Saharan Africa, represents the fastest urban
isation rate of any continent (Du Toit et al., 2018), which poses an 
increasing multitude of risks and socio-ecological challenges (Dodman 
et al., 2017), including biodiversity loss (Elmqvist et al., 2015) exacer
bated by climate change. Like the broader sub-Saharan African region, 
South Africa’s climate is anticipated to undergo heightened fluctuations, 
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featuring more frequent and intense precipitation peaks that could result 
in both floods and droughts. Additionally, temperatures are expected to 
rise, with an escalation in occurrences of hot extremes and heatwaves 
(Engelbrecht, 2019; Maure et al., 2018; Weber et al., 2018). More spe
cifically, for 2021 to 2050, this means that temperatures in the South 
African interior are projected to rise at approximately 1.5 to 2 times the 
global temperature increase rate. Temperature increases of more than 
3 ◦C are likely, with an increase in very hot days varying from 40 to more 
than 70 days per year. Rainfall will increase in certain regions, with an 
increase in extreme rainfall events (Council for Scientific and Industrial 
Research (CSIR), 2019). Gauteng, specifically the Tshwane municipal
ity, under low mitigation, will experience an average temperature in
crease of more than 3 ◦C by 2050, with a possible increase of up to 49 
days of very hot days, an average rainfall decrease or increase between 
− 19 to 62 mm, with a 2-day increase in extreme rainfall days (CSIR, 
2023). 

Given current and future climate projections, plant species play a 
vital role in countering negative urbanisation impacts such as the heat 
island effect (Ngulani and Shackleton, 2020) and extreme temperatures 
(Marando et al., 2022), which endanger both people and biodiversity 
(Samways et al., 2020), by providing critical ecosystem services. Urban 
environments with extensive impervious surfaces and lower wind speeds 
(Luo and Lau, 2019; Vujovic et al., 2021) contribute to elevated urban 
temperatures, known as the urban heat island effect (Hobbie and 
Grimm, 2020; Vujovic et al., 2021). Comparable conditions exist in 
natural impervious surfaces, such as rocky outcrops and cliff faces 
(Richardson et al., 2010). Yet, urban evolutionary changes, such as 
habitat modification, create a unique combination of selective pressures 
(Alberti et al., 2020), that prompt species to adapt behaviourally, 
morphologically and physiologically (e.g. Alberti, 2015). 

Temperate grasslands are found in Africa, Asia, Europe, North and 
South America, Australia, and Oceania (Scholtz and Twidwell, 2022), 
covering almost one-third of Earth’s terrestrial surface (Bengtsson et al., 
2019), but are often disregarded for their diversity and carbon sink ca
pacity. Grasslands provide a wide range of provisioning, supporting, 
regulating, and cultural ecosystem services (Bengtsson et al., 2019) with 
a high global economic value (Liu et al., 2022). The grassland biome in 
South Africa is a fire-prone ecosystem particularly threatened by culti
vation, plantation forestry, climate change (Mucina and Rutherford, 
2006) and urban expansion, specifically in Gauteng province, where the 
study is located (Pfab et al., 2017). Much of this grassland biome is 
Highveld Grassland, one of the two richest primary grasslands globally 
in biodiversity, with less than 2 % protected (Mucina and Rutherford, 
2006). Furthermore, Gauteng is encompassed by two of the nine na
tional biodiversity priority areas, implying that biodiversity and 
ecosystem services are under serious threat at a global scale (Pfab et al., 
2017). 

Serving as food web foundations, vegetation cover, composition and 
structure are key determinants of habitat quality, influencing urban 
biodiversity (Beninde et al., 2015). Plant selection for their urban sur
vival ability is crucial due to their roles in ecosystem functions and 
services, including climate regulation (Ngulani and Shackleton, 2020), 
soil health (e.g., Shelef et al., 2017; Kumar and Karthika, 2020) and 
native plants supporting various fauna such as invertebrates, birds, 
other vertebrates (e.g. Berthon et al., 2021; Nielsen et al., 2014) and 
insects through habitat and food provision (Cardoso et al., 2020; Sam
ways et al., 2020). Vegetation is the urban biological component most 
intentionally dispersed through anthropogenic means (Avolio et al., 
2021). 

The capacity of plants to thrive amidst urbanisation and projected 
climate shifts relies on their acclimation ability, which is closely tied to 
their overall health and survival. Acclimation refers to how plants adjust 
their physiological and biochemical processes in response to environ
mental changes (Zandalinas et al., 2022). Consequently, species selec
tion and prioritisation are essential, shaping the benefits and services 
landscape designers and horticulturalists add through continuous 

interventions. 
This study considers plant vitality as a factor in selecting urban plant 

material towards current (and future) urban climatic conditions. Fluc
tuations in temperature and rainfall influence the vitality of plants. The 
ability of plants to acclimate to a changing environment is crucial for 
food security and ecosystem functions. Maximising the likelihood of 
survival can be achieved by actively selecting resilient plants in land
scape planning and interventions. South Africa, like several other 
countries (Kiers et al., 2022), must reduce its dependence on extensive 
watering practices in light of current and future climate-change-induced 
aridity (Engelbrecht, 2019). Native species have developed strong ad
aptations to manage the regional climatic extremes (Threlfall et al. 
2018). These extremes tend to intensify in urban environments, result
ing in increased temperatures, reduced moisture, and a heightened risk 
of flooding. While grassland species have been proven to have potential 
for urban wasteland restoration (Fischer et al., 2013), the regional use of 
native species by landscape architects is seen as both a natural and 
cultural landscape conservation process (Nezhad et al., 2015; Breed, 
2022). 

Although several studies consider the survival and adaptation of 
plant species to climatic conditions (Waldvogel et al., 2020; Anderson 
and Song, 2020; Teixeira et al., 2022), none have focused on monitoring 
stress tolerance. Various environmental interactions and genetic traits 
influence abiotic stress tolerance in plants (Jha et al., 2014). Chlorophyll 
a fluorescence, a light-use efficiency sensitive optical signal generated 
during plant photosynthesis (Porcar-Castell et al., 2014), is a sensitive 
and unique tool for evaluating plant vitality across various conditions 
because it offers easy-to-use, non-destructive, real-time, cost-effective 
and quantitative insights (Kalaji et al., 2016; Samborska et al., 2019; 
Strasser et al., 2000) into the photosynthetic efficiency and overall 
health of plants (Herritt et al., 2020; Strasser et al., 2000). Its sensitivity 
to stress factors and its ability to provide early warnings make it an 
invaluable tool for researchers, agronomists, and anyone working with 
plants (Strasser et al., 2000). The use of chlorophyll fluorescence is 
extensively discussed in studies by Strasser et al. (2000) and Kalaji et al., 
(2014; 2017). 

Previous studies on plant stress tolerance have mainly focused on the 
agricultural sector and crops (Herritt et al., 2020; Linn et al., 2020), 
examining the factors contributing to the success of invasive species 
(Díaz-Barradas et al., 2020) and exploring plant performance trade-offs 
(Jung et al., 2020). Similarly, in Africa, studies on plant stress tolerance 
have mainly examined crop responses in the agricultural sector (e.g. 
Dlamini, 2021; Mabhaudhi et al., 2017; Fenta et al., 2014), with some 
investigations on the water stress responses of native fynbos and suc
culent karoo species (Jacobsen et al., 2007), and the photosynthetic 
potential of the desert plant Welwitschia mirabilis (e.g. Berner et al., 
2021; Krüger et al., 2017). Only one recent urban plant stress study was 
identified that focused on the decline of oak trees (Quercus robur) in 
Potchefstroom (Ludick et al., 2023). An untapped opportunity exists for 
monitoring plant stress, particularly concerning temperature and 
moisture in urban environments. 

The study objective was to evaluate the suitability of native grassland 
plant species to flourish in current urban settings and their ability to 
withstand urban-induced extreme temperatures and altered moisture 
levels. The main question asks: What is the tolerance (survival capacity) 
of the selected native grassland plant species to temperature and hu
midity extremes in typical urban environments? 

The study aims to guide appropriate urban plant selection consid
ering the effect of heat islands in urban settings. Despite the popularity 
of indigenous species in the South African green industry (Breed, 2022), 
there are no local guidelines for landscape designers or horticulturists 
regarding native grassland species selection to enhance ecosystem 
functions or services while being tolerant against extreme urban 
conditions. 
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2. Material and methods 

2.1. Study area 

Situated in Gauteng province, the Metropolitan Municipality of 
Tshwane (Tshwane) (City of Tshwane, 2015), which includes Pretoria, 
spans 6 368 km2, making it the largest metropolitan municipality and 
ranking fifth in population size nationally (Statistics South Africa [Stats 
SA], 2011). This area experiences a continental-type climate due to its 
altitude exceeding 1000 m above sea level, with high summer maximum 
and low winter minimum temperatures (South African Weather Service 
(SAWS), 2021). With a ‘Cwa’ Köppen-Geiger climate classification, 
Tshwane has hot, rainy summers and dry winters, receiving minimal 
winter rainfall. This region lies amidst savannah and grassland biomes, 
featuring diverse topography at an average altitude of 1350 m (Mucina 
and Rutherford, 2006; Monama, 2016; SAWS, 2021). 

The study was conducted in two native intervention gardens (Fig. 1) 
implemented on the University of Pretoria campus, 10 km East of 
Tshwane’s central business district. These purposefully designed gar
dens featured introduced native grassland species for research purposes. 
A relatively untouched section of natural Moot Plain grassland close to 
the native gardens served as a natural reference area with similar plant 
composition. The study areas were relatively small and isolated, with 
moderate urban foot traffic. Urban variability and daily interferences 
were acknowledged, so no site controls were imposed. Refer to Table A.1 
(Appendix A supplementary material) for specific conditions. 

The first intervention site was the Future Africa Native (FA) 
(25◦45′07.4 “S 28◦15’40.1” E) garden at the Future Africa Research 
Complex (Future Africa), Hillcrest campus. It was established in October 
2018 for research and featured more than 70 plant species. The second 
intervention site was the Javett Native (JA) garden (25◦45’23.9 “S 
28◦13’45.9” E) at the JAVETT-UP Art Centre (Javett), Hatfield campus, 
established in January 2019 and accommodating more than 40 plant 
species for research. Both gardens primarily featured native grassland 
plants from Gauteng and Tshwane areas. 

The Moot grassland reference site (GL) (25◦44′35.00 “S 

28◦15’44.26” E) at the Hillcrest Campus was historically a widespread 
vegetation type but is now protected due to its rarity (Le Roux, 2022; 
University of Pretoria, 2020). Over a century old, first as part of a 
grazing farm and then a University-owned experimental farm (inferred 
from Rautenbach et al., 1960; Nel, 2008), it is relatively undisturbed, 
though grazing occurred historically. Since 2019, controlled bi-annual 
burning has been re-established since fire plays a crucial role in grass
land distribution (Leys et al., 2018; Puttick et al., 2022). Hosting native 
grassland species, it is the established reference for comparing native 
plant cover refugia (Breed et al., 2022; Van Der Walt, 2023), tolerance 
and vitality with the Future Africa and Javett native gardens. Study area 
specifics are in Table A.1 (Appendix A supplementary material). 

2.2. Experimental design 

2.2.1. Interferences 
In the native gardens, typical urban disturbances were present, but 

using fertilisers or pesticides was prohibited. Interferences included 
light pollution, irrigation, trampling, weeding, trimming, mulch 
importation, seed harvesting, and foreign matter disposals such as 
plastic. These interferences arise from varying management regimes and 
moderate student foot traffic near the sites. In contrast, the Moot 
grassland, being more isolated, only experienced a controlled burning 
regime every second year. 

2.2.2. Plant species selection 
The composition of native plant species at the intervention sites was 

chosen from commercial stock in 2017–2018, from recommendations of 
native grassland plant growers (see Breed et al., 2022). The species were 
selected to be mainly grassland species native or near-native to the 
Tshwane bioregion. The temperate grasslands of southern Africa consist 
of herbaceous plant communities of graminoids (mostly perennial 
grasses of the Poaceae Family) and a forb component of long-lived pe
rennials that has significant below-ground biomass (corms, rhizomes, 
tubers or bulbs), which allows them to disappear in winter and re-appear 
in spring (Carbutt et al., 2011). Species that were easy to source, 

Fig. 1. Location of the intervention sites (Future Africa and Javett Native gardens) and the reference site (Grassland) in Tshwane (Image Source: Google Earth, © 
2023 Airbus). 
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believed to be relatively tolerant against temperature and moisture ex
tremes, and maintenance-friendly were selected. Considering that native 
graminoids and forbs often disappear below ground in the winter 
(Carbutt et al., 2011), the assemblages also included some regional 
evergreen species and dwarf shrubs selected for winter plant presence. 
The selection further considered diverse composition, plant functional 
types (Symstad et al., 2000), structural diversity (Koricheva et al., 2000) 
and overlapping flowering periods for pollinator attraction (Hunter, 
2011), with the objective of influencing insect abundance and diversity 
positively. 

Based on input from plant growers, nine native grassland plant 
species (see Table 1 and Table D.1 Appendix D supplementary material) 
were chosen for plant tolerance monitoring in each of the native study 
sites, namely FA and JA, with the GL as a reference where possible. 
Among these plant species, only two (Hypoxis hemerocallidea and Sca
biosa columbaria) were naturally present in the GL. 

2.3. Baseline soil measurements 

Grab soil sampling was conducted to evaluate potential variations in 
soil moisture, soil organic matter content, and soil organic carbon levels 
between the three study sites in summer and winter. Soil sampling sites 
were relatively undisturbed in the grassland, but disturbed in the Future 
Africa and Javett native gardens, where 100 mm of topsoil were recently 
imported for garden establishment in pre-existing urban conditions. The 
grassland remains untouched, except for biennial burning. Maintenance, 
including occasional weeding, occurs in the Future Africa and Javett 
gardens, causing soil disturbance. 

Sampling occurred twice in 2020, during summer (March) and 
winter (July). Four samples were randomly collected from each area in 
each collection period, ensuring that previously sampled locations were 
excluded. The Agricultural Research Council used standard measure
ment methods to calculate soil moisture, organic matter and carbon. Soil 
moisture was calculated by weighing samples, drying them at 105 ◦C, 
weighing them again and then calculating the sample water weight loss, 
which is then used to calculate the percentage of soil moisture. Soil 
organic matter was measured through the Loss on Ignition method, 
whereby samples were placed for four to six hours in a 600 ◦C oven. Soil 
organic carbon was determined following the rapid titration method 
given by Walkley and Black (1934). 

2.4. Macro- and microclimate 

The study considered the potential impacts of temperature, mois
ture/humidity and rainfall on plant vitality, due to their relevance to 
current urban climatic conditions. Data on temperature, moisture/hu
midity and rainfall extremes were collected from the Hillcrest campus 
weather station, approximately 500 m from the FA garden. To assess the 

microclimate of each study area (FA, JA and the GL), Hygrochron High- 
Resolution Temperature and Humidity data loggers from Maxim Inte
grated, also called i-buttons, were placed in each quadrat, capturing 
local variations in temperature and humidity. These i-buttons autono
mously recorded hourly data in a secured memory system. The durable 
stainless-steel casing protects against environmental dangers such as 
dirt, moisture, and shock. The temperature range of the device is – 20 ◦C 
to + 85 ◦C, and 0 % to 100 % for relative humidity (Maxim Integrated, 
2020). 

The buttons were protected against water, such as irrigation and 
rain, by a cover that consisted of a polyethylene cup turned upside 
down. The button and cup were suspended on iron rods, using poly
ethylene cable ties, approximately 30 cm above the ground. 

Weather data were obtained from the Hatfield weather station for 
the six-month measurement period (October 2020 to March 2021) to 
demonstrate the weather conditions during the plant vitality monitoring 
(see Appendix B supplementary material). Rainfall data (Fig. 3) seven 
days before each measurement was considered and obtained from the 
Hatfield Weather Station for October 2020 to March 2021. The 
maximum and minimum temperature and relative humidity (see Ap
pendix C supplementary material) three days before each measurement 
(October 2020 to March 2021) were considered and obtained from the i- 
buttons to demonstrate microclimate conditions directly before the 
plant stress was measured. Measuring the microclimate in these micro- 
habitats enables us to determine whether these microclimates and 
their variables influenced plant stress levels. These possible relation
ships were investigated through correlation studies between weather 
and plant vitality parameters. 

2.5. Monitoring of selected native plant species 

Based on observed micro-habitats, permanent stratified random 
sampling quadrats were placed in each study site. The FA and JA sites 
had four quadrats each, and the GL site had five. Circular quadrats, 
favoured for accommodating an i-button sensor on an iron rod in the 
centre, were chosen, and a standardised 2 m diameter (3.14 m2) was 
employed for vegetation analysis, following grassland recommendations 
(Kent, 2011). A 1 m rope was attached to the i-button pole to establish 
circular shapes, forming a circle when kept taut while walking around 
the pole. Within each circular quadrat, the nine designated native spe
cies were identified, with plant vitality assessed by sampling leaves from 
three plants of the same species. Not all i-buttons had all nine species 
present. 

Fieldwork spanned one year (May 2020 to May 2021), focusing on a 
consistent six-month period (October 2020 to March 2021) with con
current plant stress and i-button data for the nine native grassland 
species studied. Plant dormancy and system faults resulted in incon
secutive stress and i-button readings for six of the 12 months. 

2.6. Plant vitality 

In plants, sunlight is absorbed by chlorophyll molecules, primarily 
within the photosynthetically active radiation of 400 to 700 nm. This 
absorbed energy follows two competing paths: photochemical, where it 
is used for chemical processes like photosynthesis, and non- 
photochemical, where it is released as heat and light, specifically chlo
rophyll fluorescence, a measure of plant stress (Strasser et al., 2000; 
Hansatech, 2018; McCree, 1972). Competition exists between these two 
processes for the absorbed energy. As one process’s rate decreases, the 
other’s rate increases. When less energy is used for photochemistry 
(photosynthesis), more energy is released as heat and chlorophyll fluo
rescence, a non-photochemical process unrelated to photosynthesis 
(Hansatech, 2018). Plant stress from various sources like temperature, 
pollutants, or nutrient deficiency impacts the plant’s ability to efficiently 
channel absorbed solar energy into the photochemical process. Conse
quently, this stress affects chlorophyll fluorescence emission intensity, 

Table 1 
Summary of lowest PItotal and Fv/Fm values recorded for each species as well as 
their flowering periods.  

Species PItotal (Lowest 
value) 

Fv/Fm (Lowest 
value) 

Flowering 
Period 

Crossandra greenstockii 
(CG) 

November 2020 March 2021 Summer 

Dicliptera eenii February 2021 March 2021 Summer 
Elionurus muticus March 2021 March 2021 Summer 
Hypoxis 

hemerocallidea 
March 2021 February 2021 Summer 

Haplocarpha lyrata December 2020 February, March 
2021 

Summer 

Lantana rugosa October 2020 March 2021 Spring, Summer 
Scirpoides burkei March 2021 March 2021 Summer 
Scabiosa columbaria January 2021 February 2021 Year-round 
Themeda triandra December 2020 October 2020 Spring and 

summer  
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indicating lowered photosynthetic performance. As stress rises, energy 
dissipation via chlorophyll fluorescence increases, which indicates plant 
stress (Hansatech, 2018). 

Plant vitality, which can be significantly affected by urban climatic 
conditions, was evaluated by analysing the fluorescence signal from 
leaves’ chlorophyll. A non-modulated Handy Plant Efficiency Analyser 
(Handy PEA) fluorimeter (Hansatech Instruments Ltd technology) was 
used to measure the chlorophyll fluorescence signal of dark-adapted 
plants. Dark-adapted samples are light-deprived to fully oxidise their 
reaction centres, preparing them for photochemistry. This suppresses 
fluorescence yield before light saturation and ensures accurate fluores
cence signal measurements (Hansatech, 2018). The measurement pro
cess followed guidelines outlined in the system manual for the Handy 
PEA + instrument (Hansatech, 2018) and publications by Strasser et al. 
(2000). Monthly samples of the nine plant species in each native study 
site were collected inside the quadrats, where present. 

2.7. Data analysis 

Soil analysis was done in a quadruplicate manner. Each site had four 
samples taken, the data of which were then averaged to a single data 
point in Fig. 2. 

The fluorescence data from the Handy PEA was extracted using the 
PEA Plus software application (v. 1.13). The statistics programme, IBM 
SPSS Statistics programme [Version 28.0.1.0 (142)] was used to analyse 
the data. The data was analysed over six months, from October 2020 to 
March 2021, responding to plant dormancy in winter (Carbutt et al., 
2011). During each sampling period, three leaves were obtained from 
three different plants from each of the nine selected plant species (if 
found within any quadrat) and dark-adapted for approximately two 
hours. Subsequently, a leaf clip was attached to the leaf and chlorophyll 
fluorescence measurements were taken (Hansatech, 2018). The 
maximum quantum yield of photochemistry (Fv/Fm) and the total per
formance index (PItotal) are two of several JIP test parameters used to 
evaluate plant vitality. Refer to Strasser et al. (2000) and Kalaji et al., 
(2014; 2017) for a comprehensive explication. 

The maximum quantum yield of the photochemistry parameter (Fv/ 
Fm) assessed photosystem II functionality between different plant 

species. Fv/Fm represents the maximum quantum yield of a stable charge 
separation for the dark-adapted state (Kalaji et al., 2017), with Fv rep
resenting the maximum variable fluorescence and Fm the maximum 
chlorophyll α fluorescence yield in the dark-adapted state (Kalaji et al., 
2014). The Performance Index (PI) serves as an indicator of plant or 
sample vitality (Strasser et al., 2000), representing the internal strength 
of the sample against external constraints (Hansatech, 2018). It provides 
quantifiable insights into the current state of plant performance amid 
stress (Strasser et al., 2004). PItot is highly responsive to environmental 
stress (Tsimilli-Michael and Strasser, 2013) and closely linked to plant 
activity outcomes, including survival and growth in stress conditions (e. 
g., Yusuf et al., 2010; Strasser et al., 2007, 2010). The Total Performance 
Index (PItotal) allows for comparisons within a species, not between 
species. 

Statistical tests included one-way ANOVA with Tukey HSD Post Hoc 
tests and independent-sample T-tests to identify significant differences. 
For Fv/Fm, these tests evaluated species variations across sites and 
months, inter-species differences across all sites and months, distinc
tions between months across all sites, and variances between sites across 
all months. For PItotal, the tests were to identify significant differences 
both within a species per month and site, and between species. Addi
tionally, the parameter Fv/Fm (maximum quantum yield of photo
chemistry) was employed to compare photosystem II functionality for 
each species across study sites and months. 

One-way ANOVA was conducted to reveal significant parametric 
differences between the nine selected plant species (for Fv/Fm) and 
within each species (for PItotal), where the means of more than two 
groups had to be compared. A Tukey HSD post hoc test was performed 
where a significant difference was observed to investigate the statistical 
differences between groups. Where only two groups or cases were within 
groups, the Independent-Samples T-Test was used where equal variance 
was assumed if Levene’s test for Equality of Variances was higher than 
the alpha level (p = 0.05). The two-sided p-value was used to determine 
significance. 

The relationships between maximum quantum yield and weather 
variables were investigated using the Pearson product-moment corre
lation coefficient. These weather variables included average total rain
fall seven days before stress measurement, average maximum and 

Fig. 2. Average soil moisture, soil organic matter, and soil organic carbon percentage of each study site in the summer and winter of 2020.  
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minimum temperature, and relative humidity three days prior. The 
Pearson product-moment correlation coefficient was also used to 
explore the relationship between each species’ maximum quantum yield 
and the total performance index with the various weather variables. 

3. Results 

3.1. Baseline soil and weather measurements 

In 2020, soil moisture (SM), soil organic matter (SOM), and soil 
carbon (SOC) were measured at each study site. Soil measurements were 
taken to establish a baseline for current and future studies that may be 
conducted for insight into the possible relationship between soil and 
plant health. Analysis (see Fig. 2) revealed variations among the sites. JA 
exhibited the highest soil moisture, organic matter and organic carbon 
percentages, while FA had the lowest values. 

3.2. Plant vitality 

3.2.1. Weather conditions before plant vitality measurement  

3.2.2. Plant vitality assessment 

3.2.2.1. Combined maximum quantum yield of photochemistry (Fv/Fm). 
The differences in mean Fv/Fm between the study sites, the months and 
the plant species were investigated (Fig. 4). Although the three study 
sites did not differ significantly, Tukey’s post hoc HSD tests revealed that 
the months from OCT20 to JAN21 had significantly (p < 0.001) higher 
mean Fv/Fm values than FEB21 and MAR21. Scripoides burkei had a 
significantly (p < 0.001) higher, while in contrast Dicliptera eenii had a 
significantly (p < 0.001) lower Fv/Fm than the other eight species. 

The significance of the mean Total Performance Index and Maximum 
Quantum Yield value and variations for each of the nine native grassland 
plant species over six months are given in Fig. 5 and Fig. 6. 

Significant differences existed between the months for the mean Fv/ 
Fm values of all species, but only three species had significant differences 
between the months for PItotal. Specific significant differences are indi
cated in Fig. 5 and Fig. 6, with different letters denoting significant 
differences (p < 0.05) between six months. 

3.2.3. Correlations 

3.2.3.1. Correlation between combined Fv/Fm and weather data. There 
was a small positive correlation (Table 2) between Fv/Fm and Max Tavg, 
r = 0.205, n = 1019, p < 0.001, and Min Tavg, r = 0.072, n = 1019, p =
0.021 with higher maximum and minimum temperatures associated 
with higher maximum quantum yield. There was a small negative 

correlation between Fv/Fm and Min RHavg, r = 0.217, n = 1019, p <
0.001, with lower minimum relative humidity associated with higher 
maximum quantum yield. 

3.2.3.2. Correlation between PItot and Fv/Fm per species and weather data. 
There were several positive correlations between each species’ 
maximum quantum yield and the total performance index with the 
various weather variables, as shown in Table 3. 

4. Discussion 

4.1. Plant vitality assessment 

The maximum quantum yield of photochemistry (Fv/Fm) is one of 
several JIP test parameters used to assess plant vitality. Fv/Fm values 
between approximately 0.75 and 0.85 indicate that photosystem II is not 
damaged (Quiles, 2005; Hansatech, 2018; Björkman and Demmig, 1987; 
Pfündel, 1998). Stress conditions lead to photoinhibition, damaging the 
photosystem II complex and lowering these values (e.g. Björkman and 
Demmig, 1987; Van Wijk and Krause, 1991; Tyystjärvi and Aro, 1996). 

Performance Index (PI) is an indicator of the plant or sample vitality 
(Strasser et al., 2000) by assessing the overall performance and effi
ciency of the photosynthetic apparatus. It considers several chlorophyll 
fluorescence parameters, such as light energy absorption, the maximum 
quantum yield of photosystem II (PSII), electron transport efficiency and 
energy dissipation efficiency (Swoczyna et al., 2019). It gives us quan
titative information on plant vitality under stress (Strasser et al., 2004). 
It provides a more holistic view of the photosynthetic performance of the 
plant than individual parameters alone, allowing the evaluation of the 
efficiency of light absorption, energy transfer, and electron transport 
within the photosynthetic system. 

4.2. Combined maximum quantum yield of photochemistry (Fv/Fm) 

No significant mean Fv/Fm value differences were found between the 
GL, FA, and JA sites. Since the mean values consistently exceeded the 
0.75 threshold, all nine plant species could acclimate to the conditions at 
all the study sites. 

Mean Fv/Fm values consistently exceeded the optimal threshold 
value of 0.75 each month, indicating photosystem II’s excellent quan
tum efficiency. Lower values emerged in February and March 2021, 
potentially due to reduced rainfall and high temperatures (>30 ◦C), with 
the lowest temperature recorded in March 2021 (5 ◦C). Similar rainfall 
and temperature extremes were seen in October 2020. However, the 
distinction lies in February and March 2021, having lower minimum 
relative humidity (RH) on days with extreme temperatures. While 
October 2020 saw rainfall two days prior to measurements, February 
2021 received rain four days prior and March 2021 seven days before 

Fig. 3. Total rain (mm) from the weather station seven days before the day of plant stress measurement during the plant tolerance period, October 2020 – 
March 2021. 
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the measurements. 
Despite consistently high maximum temperatures (>30 ◦C), 

including three days before measurement (>27 ◦C), and many micro
climate temperatures surpassing 40 ◦C, all plant species exhibited good 
photosynthetic performance in all months. This suggests their potential 
acclimation to current urban climatic conditions, such as high temper
atures (Luo and Lau, 2019; Hobbie and Grimm, 2020; Vujovic et al., 
2021). However, it is worth noting that native garden sites received 
irrigation, which likely contributed to their ability to withstand elevated 
temperatures. Consequently, irrigation must be acknowledged as 
contributing to the results of this study. Future research could control 
irrigation to assess plant stress tolerance once the species are well 
established. During winter (June and July), irrigation was halted to 
mimic natural grassland conditions. Yet, data for these months were 
unattainable due to plant dormancy (i.e. deciduous plants shedding 
their leaves and dying back underground during winter), which pre
vented sampling. 

Different plant species exhibited varying results, but all maintained 
mean Fv/Fm values above 0.75, indicating functioning photosystem II 
(PSII). Notably, Scirpoides burkei demonstrated a significantly higher 
optimum Fv/Fm than the other species, whereas Dicliptera eenii exhibited 
a considerably lower optimum Fv/Fm. Scirpoides burkei, a graminoid, 
possess thick and robust leaves (Wentzel, 2023b) in contrast to the other 
species’ thinner and more delicate leaves. The relatively thin leaves of 
Dicliptera eenii were prone to wilt upon collection. Dicliptera eenii prefers 
semi-shade (Wentzel, 2023a), while the remaining species prefer full 
sun. Grassland species receive shade from taller grasses and dwarf 
shrubs. Dicliptera eenii’s exposure to full sun could explain its lower 
mean Fv/Fm. Nonetheless, the full-sun conditions did not induce sig
nificant stress in Dicliptera eenii. 

4.2.1. Variation of Fv/Fm value between species within sites 
Only Hypoxis hemerocallidea and Scabiosa columbaria, naturally 

occurring in the GL, were successfully measured, offering a reference for 
the FA and JA sites. They demonstrate acclimation within the GL envi
ronment, with thick-leaved Hypoxis hemerocallidea displaying a signifi
cantly higher mean Fv/Fm value. Peak performance occurred in January 
2021, marked by the second-highest maximum temperature among all 
months, the highest minimum temperature in the GL, and the highest 
total rainfall seven days before measurements. This suggests their po
tential to tolerate extreme temperatures and moisture, potentially 
influenced by the combined factors. While maximum and minimum 
temperatures were consistently high three to four days before mea
surements, they were not the highest or lowest across all months. 

Scirpoides burkei was absent in FA. All species maintained mean Fv/ 
Fm values above 0.75, signifying no significant stress. Dicliptera eenii 
displayed the lowest optimal Fv/Fm value, while the hairy-leaved Hap
locarpha lyrata had the highest. This discrepancy may be attributed to 
Dicliptera eenii’s preference for semi-shade conditions, but it did not lead 
to PSII damage. The mean Fv/Fm values remained consistently above the 
threshold of 0.75 throughout all months, indicating acclimatisation to 
the environment. 

In January 2021, like the GL, the highest mean Fv/Fm value was 
observed, with significant differences only noted compared to February 
and March 2021. Microclimatic conditions resembling the GL were 
present, but the FA had a higher minimum temperature three to four 
days before measurements. 

All species were present in JA, and their mean Fv/Fm values remained 
above the 0.75 threshold, indicating no significant stress. Like FA, 
Dicliptera eenii exhibited the lowest mean Fv/Fm values, while Scirpoides 
burkei had the highest, followed by Hypoxis hemerocallidea and Hap
locarpha lyrata. In March 2021, there was a significantly lower mean Fv/ 
Fm value, but it still exceeded 0.75. This was likely influenced by higher 

Fig. 4. (1) Variation of the mean Fv/Fm value between the three native study sites. No significant difference (p < 0.05) difference exists between the mean values of 
FV/FM of the study sites. (2) Monthly variation of the mean Fv/Fm value across all study sites collectively. The letters denote significant differences (p < 0.05) 
differences with a specific month: (a) OCT2020, (b) NOV2020, (c) DEC2020, (d) JAN2020, (e) FEB2020, (f) MAR2020. (3) Variation of the mean Fv/Fm value 
between the nine species of plants. The letters denote significant (p < 0.05) differences with a specific species: (a) CG, (b) DE, (c) EM, (d) HH, (e) HL, (f) LR, (g) SB, 
(h) SC, (i) TT. The error bars represent the standard deviation (mean ± SE). 
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Fig. 5. Mean PItotal and Fv/Fm for the tested native grassland plant species from OCT2020 to MAR2021.  
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overall minimum temperatures and lower overall maximum 

temperatures recorded by the i-buttons, along with rainfall occurring 
seven days before measurements. 

4.3. Total performance index (PI) and maximum quantum yield of 
photochemistry (Fv/Fm) of species 

Certain plant species showed an increasing pattern in their total PI 
values during the transition from spring to summer (October 2020 to 
February 2021), suggesting that these plants emerged from a winter 
dormancy period, characterised by reduced energy demands and slow 

Fig. 6. Mean PItotal and Fv/Fm for the tested native grassland plant species from OCT2020 to MAR2021.  

Table 2 
General Pearson correlations between plant vitality and weather variables.  

Variable Rainfall Max Tavg Min Tavg Max RHavg Min RHavg 

1. Fv/Fm  0.047  0.205**  0.072*  − 0.024  − 0.217** 

* p < 0.05 (2-tailed). 
** p < 0.01 (2-tailed). 
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photosynthetic factories. As plants transition out of winter dormancy, 
their metabolic activity becomes more active, increasing PItotal values. 
Conversely, some plants showed decreased PItotal values between 
October and November 2020, marked by no rainfall. Still, the possibility 
of irrigation compensating for this decrease exists unless there is an 
irrigation system malfunction. Without irrigation, the decline in PItotal 
values during November 2020 could be attributed to the lack of pre
cipitation. While the absorption of nitrogen from rainwater may have 
minimal effects on plant performance (Oguz et al., 2022), the general 
availability of water plays a more significant role in keeping the stomata 
open, facilitating the plant’s absorption of CO2 (Tombesi et al., 2015). 

Only Hypoxis hemerocallidea and Scabiosa columbaria were measured 
in the GL, while Scirpoides burkei was exclusively measured in JA. The 
lowest values recorded for all species’ Fv/Fm and PItotal were above the 
threshold, and these values often coincided with their flowering periods 
(Table 1). Throughout the six-month measurement period, all species 
maintained a Fv/Fm value above the 0.75 threshold, indicating their 
ability to acclimate to the urban environment. Most species exhibited 
minimal significant differences in mean Fv/Fm and PItotal values between 
the months, indicating they effectively adapted to their environments. 
Hypoxis hemerocallidea and Haplocarpha lyrata showed occasional dif
ferences in Fv/Fm values between months, indicating some fluctuations 
in plant vitality. However, their vitality remained high overall, and these 
species thrived in their environments. Considering the consistent accli
matisation and photosynthetic performance across all months and sites, 
these plants can be recommended as resilient species well-suited to 
current climatic conditions in urban environments. 

Significant differences between sites could primarily be attributed to 
temperature and soil condition variations. Crossandra greenstockii and 
Hypoxis hemerocallidea both exhibited significantly higher PItotal values 
in JA, with Hypoxis hemerocallidea also showing a notably higher Fv/Fm 
value in JA. This could be linked to slightly lower maximum and higher 
minimum temperatures in JA compared to FA. Additionally, JA had the 
highest average initial soil moisture, organic matter, and organic carbon 
percentages overall, with more clay-based soil that retains more mois
ture, while FA had sandier soil. On the other hand, Scabiosa columbaria 

obtained higher PItotal values in the GL, potentially due to the higher soil 
moisture, soil organic matter, and soil organic carbon. The GL had 
slightly higher maximum and lower minimum temperatures than FA, 
but differences in soil conditions likely made it a more suitable envi
ronment for Scabiosa columbaria. 

4.4. Correlation 

The correlation results revealed significant correlations between the 
plant vitality and the maximum and minimum temperature, as well as 
minimum relative humidity. Additionally, some correlations were 
observed between plant vitality, precipitation, and maximum relative 
humidity. 

Comparing plant vitality, it is essential to note that the maximum 
quantum yield can be compared across different plant species. At the 
same time, the total performance index is relevant only within the same 
species. Analysing the combined Fv/Fm for all nine native grassland 
plant species revealed a positive correlation with minimum and 
maximum temperatures, indicating that these plants fare well in current 
urban climatic conditions. As South Africa is predicted to experience 
rising minimum and maximum temperatures (CSIR, 2019), plant 
photosynthetic performance is also expected to increase. These plant 
species could, therefore, potentially acclimate to anticipated future 
temperature increases. However, when assessing specific plant species, 
it becomes evident that some are currently more resilient to urban cli
matic conditions and may possess the capacity to endure anticipated 
future increases in both minimum and maximum temperatures, along 
with a heightened frequency of hot days. 

Two species, Lantana rugosa and Scirpoides burkei, did not correlate 
significantly with weather data, making it challenging to conclude their 
current vitality in urban climatic conditions. Crossandra greenstockii 
exhibited some contrasting results regarding the Fv/Fm and PItotal cor
relations with maximum temperature, preventing definitive conclu
sions. Elionurus muticus displays potential resilience to increasing 
maximum temperatures and decreasing minimum relative humidity. 
However, it showed possible vulnerabilities with decreasing maximum 

Table 3 
Pearson correlations between plant vitality and weather variables for nine species of native grassland plants.  

Variable Fv/Fm PItotal Rainfall Max Tavg Min Tavg Max RHavg Min RHavg 

Crossandra greenstockii 
1. Fv/Fm – 0.200  0.142  0.248**  0.005  0.001  − 0.269 
2. PItotal 0.200 –  0.204  ¡0.234*  0.266*  − 0.033  0.234* 
Dicliptera eenii 
1. Fv/Fm – − 0.046  0.146  0.102  0.0301*  − 0.011  0.114 
2. PItotal − 0.046 –  0.021  − 0.013  − 0.007  0.161  0.103 
Elionurus muticus 
1. Fv/Fm – ¡0.215*  − 0.094  0.284**  0.151  ¡0.343**  ¡0.467** 
2. PItotal ¡0.215* –  0.051  0.002  0.016  0.115  0.085 
Hypoxis hemerocallidea 
1. Fv/Fm – 0.424**  0.348**  0.108  0.261**  0.001  − 0.115 
2. PItotal 0.424** –  0.042  − 0.134  0.171*  − 0.152  − 0.001 
Haplocarpha lyrata 
1. Fv/Fm – 0.308**  0.081  0.299**  0.130  − 0.123  ¡0.310** 
2. PItotal 0.308** –  − 0.226  0.191**  ¡0.233**  ¡0.247**  ¡0.431** 
Lantana rugosa 
1. Fv/Fm – − 0.179  − 0.094  0.110  0.041  − 0.081  − 0.054 
2. PItotal − 0.179 –  0.044  − 0.159  0.077  − 0.090  − 0.084 
Scirpoides burkei 
1. Fv/Fm – 0.281*  0.126  0.094  0.086  0.066  0.049 
2. PItotal 0.281* –  − 0.086  0.054  − 0.142  − 0.085  − 0.099 
Scabiosa columbaria 
1. Fv/Fm – − 0.061  0.059  0.132*  0.024  0.117*  − 0.040 
2. PItotal − 0.061 –  ¡0.172**  − 0.032  − 0.147  − 0.100  − 0.078 
Themeda triandra 
1. Fv/Fm – 0.255  0.373  ¡0.475*  − 0.048  0.289  0.547* 
2. PItotal 0.255 –  0.153  ¡0.611**  − 0.219  0.277  0.569* 

* p < 0.05 (2-tailed). 
** p < 0.01 (2-tailed). 
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relative humidity. Dicliptera eenii and Hypoxis hemerocallidea exhibited 
increased photosynthetic potential with higher minimum temperatures, 
but increased precipitation also boosted plant vitality in Hypoxis hem
erocallidea, implying a potential vulnerability to predicted future de
creases in precipitation. Themeda triandra, while performing well, 
currently appears to be the most vulnerable to urban climate conditions, 
with decreased photosynthetic potential associated with increasing 
maximum temperature and decreasing minimum relative humidity. 

In contrast, Haplocarpha lyrata displayed increased plant vitality 
with rising maximum temperature and showed promise in coping with 
lower minimum temperatures and relative humidity, potentially making 
it less vulnerable to extreme temperatures and relative humidity fluc
tuations. Scabiosa columbaria demonstrated potential resilience to urban 
climate conditions, as its photosynthetic potential increased with higher 
maximum temperature and relative humidity and decreased precipita
tion. Therefore, it could be less vulnerable to temperature extremes and 
drought periods. 

5. Conclusions and recommendations 

Urbanisation significantly affects the natural environment and 
human health (Li et al., 2022; Zhang et al., 2022). With its rich biodi
versity and high urbanisation rates, South Africa is under strain to 
protect species while coping with increased demand for urban living. 
Mitigation strategies are required to adapt to and mitigate urban cli
matic influences and minimise the vulnerability of people and other 
species. One possible mitigation strategy consists of increasing resilient 
vegetation types to counter increases in runoff, decreases in humidity 
and the urban heat island effect. 

This study aimed to investigate the ability of selected native grass
land plants to survive current urban conditions. Three study sites in 
Tshwane were chosen, containing native plant species, two intervention 
sites and one undisturbed natural site as a reference. These sites mimic 
typical urban conditions, surrounded by built-up areas with, e.g. irri
gation and foot traffic interferences.  

i. All nine native grassland plant species functioned with good 
photosynthetic health over six months (spring and summer), with 
mean Fv/Fm values consistently exceeding the 0.75 threshold for 
stress tolerance.  

ii. Despite high maximum temperatures, including days exceeding 
27 ◦C and microclimate temperatures above 40 ◦C, all plant 
species thrived throughout the study, suggesting their adaptation 
to current urban climatic conditions. Most sites received irriga
tion, which might have increased plant vitality during high 
temperatures.  

iii. The nine native grassland plant species were well suited to their 
respective urban sites, showing resilience and minimal stress in 
their current urban conditions. Where significant differences in 
PItotal or Fv/Fm values emerged between sites, factors like higher 
maximum and lower minimum temperatures or soil condition 
disparities likely contributed. Scirpoides burkei (graminoid) 
generally exhibited a more efficient PSII function than Dicliptera 
eenii (creeper), suggesting it produced more usable energy. 
Consequently, Scirpoides burkei demonstrates higher resilience 
and tolerance. This rationale extends to other plant species as 
well. Nevertheless, it remains vital to plant species in optimal sun 
aspects aligned with their specific needs.  

iv. Correlation studies suggest that Haplocarpha lyrata (forb) and 
Scabiosa columbaria (forb) might be less vulnerable to tempera
ture extremes and drought periods. Elionurus muticus (graminoid) 
and Hypoxis hemerocallidea (forb) seemed somewhat vulnerable 
to reduced precipitation and lower minimum relative humidity. 
Themeda triandra (graminoid) is more sensitive to temperature 
extremes and drought periods, although it currently thrives in 
urban settings. Increased maximum temperature and decreased 

minimum relative humidity were linked with reduced photo
synthetic potential in Themeda triandra. All nine native grassland 
species are recommended as resilient choices for planting in 
urban conditions with extreme temperature and moisture varia
tions. However, Haplocarpha lyrata and Scabiosa columbaria 
appear less susceptible to temperature extremes and drought 
periods. 

These are the first results known to us assessing native grassland 
plant species’ vitality in urban conditions, marking a pioneering effort in 
this regard. These findings could serve as a benchmark for forthcoming 
studies, aiding in identifying species resilient to anticipated climate 
changes, such as increased heat and drought. This information can guide 
the selection and testing of tolerant native grassland plant species for 
future use. Future research should encompass a broader range of native 
grassland species and compare their photosynthetic performance and 
vitality with other ‘ornamental’ and mainstream garden plants, further 
enhancing our understanding. 

Several limitations and challenges must be considered for future 
studies. The study focused solely on monitoring temperature, humidity 
and precipitation, overlooking other urban environmental factors. Un
controlled interferences, common in urban settings, existed at all the 
study sites, including irrigation, light pollution, trampling, weeding, 
trimming, mulch import, and foreign materials such as plastic. These 
interferences typically result from routine maintenance, while native 
garden sites are situated next to walkways used daily by students and, 
therefore, frequented by people. The exception is the more isolated 
grassland site, which only undergoes a controlled burning regime. It is 
worth noting that irrigation at both garden sites may have significantly 
influenced plant resilience to high temperatures. Therefore, future 
studies in more established gardens should consider controlling irriga
tion when assessing plant stress tolerance. 

The study confirmed that specific native grassland species thrive in 
current urban climates, displaying tolerance to extreme temperature and 
moisture fluctuations. Notably, Haplocarpha lyrata and Scabiosa colum
baria emerged as potential candidates less vulnerable to future urban 
climate changes. These forb species, known for their mid-winter 
dormancy, presence in habitats with diverse moisture and soil condi
tions, and continuous conspicuous spring and summer flowering, could 
gain popularity among both humans and insects. 
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Serôdio, J., Suresh, K., Szulc, W., Tambussi, E., Yanniccari, M., Zivcak, M., 2014. 
Frequently asked questions about in vivo chlorophyll fluorescence: practical issues. 
Photosynth. Res. 122 (2), 121–158. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11120-014-0024-6. 

Kalaji, H.M., Jajoo, A., Oukarroum, A., Brestic, M., Zivcak, M., Samborska, I.A., 
Cetner, M.D., Łukasik, I., Goltsev, V., Ladle, R.J., 2016. Chlorophyll a fluorescence as 
a tool to monitor physiological status of plants under abiotic stress conditions. Acta 
Physiol. Plant. 38 (4), 1–11. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11738-016-2113-y. 

Kalaji, H.M., Schansker, G., Brestic, M., Bussotti, F., Calatayud, A., Ferroni, L., 
Goltsev, V., Guidi, L., Jajoo, A., Li, P., Losciale, P., Mishra, V.K., Misra, A.N., 
Nebauer, S.G., Pancaldi, S., Penella, C., Pollastrini, M., Suresh, K., Tambussi, E., 
Yanniccari, M., Zivcak, M., Cetner, M.D., Samborska, I.A., Stirbet, A., Olsovska, K., 
Kunderlikova, K., Shelonzek, H., Rusinowski, S., Bąba, W., 2017. Frequently asked 
questions about chlorophyll fluorescence, the sequel. Photosynth. Res. 132 (1), 
13–66. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11120-016-0318-y. 

Kent, M., 2011. Vegetation Description and Data Analysis: A Practical Approach. John 
Wiley & Sons, Hoboken. Incorporated.  

Kiers, A.H., Krimmel, B., Larsen-Bircher, C., Hayes, K., Zemenick, A., Michaels, J., 2022. 
Different Jargon, Same Goals: Collaborations between Landscape Architects and 
Ecologists to Maximise Biodiversity in Urban Lawn Conversions. Land 11 (10), 1665. 
https://doi.org/10.3390/land11101665. 

Koricheva, J., Mulder, C.P.H., Schmid, B., Joshi, J., Huss-Danell, K., 2000. Numerical 
responses of different trophic groups of invertebrates to manipulations of plant 
diversity in grasslands. Oecologia 125 (2), 271–282. https://doi.org/10.1007/ 
s004420000450. 

Krüger, G.H.J., Jordaan, A., Tiedt, L.R., Strasser, R.J., Kilbourn Louw, M., Berner, J.M., 
2017. Opportunistic survival strategy of Welwitschia mirabilis: recent anatomical 

M. van der Walt et al.                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ecolind.2023.111332
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ecolind.2023.111332
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tree.2014.11.007
https://doi.org/10.1093/biosci/biaa079
https://doi.org/10.1111/jse.12649
https://doi.org/10.1111/oik.08400
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1470-160X(23)01474-7/h0025
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1470-160X(23)01474-7/h0025
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1470-160X(23)01474-7/h0025
https://doi.org/10.1111/ele.12427
https://doi.org/10.38201/btha.abc.v51.i1.9
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.landurbplan.2020.103959
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.landurbplan.2020.103959
https://doi.org/10.1007/BF00402983
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ufug.2022.127626
https://doi.org/10.3390/land11081171
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ufug.2023.128085
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ufug.2023.128085
https://grassland.org.za/publications/grassroots/issues/february-2011/5%2520201102%2520Carbutt.pdf
https://grassland.org.za/publications/grassroots/issues/february-2011/5%2520201102%2520Carbutt.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.biocon.2020.108426
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ufug.2021.127450
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ufug.2021.127450
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.plaphy.2020.06.001
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.stress.2021.100027
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11252-018-0805-3
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11252-018-0805-3
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijdrr.2017.06.029
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.landurbplan.2018.06.001
https://doi.org/10.4324/9781315849256
https://doi.org/10.4324/9781315849256
https://doi.org/10.3390/agronomy4030418
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.biocon.2012.11.028
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ufug.2015.07.009
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tfp.2022.100252
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tfp.2022.100252
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1470-160X(23)01474-7/h0160
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1470-160X(23)01474-7/h0160
https://doi.org/10.17645/up.v6i4.3931
https://doi.org/10.1186/s13007-020-00650-0
https://doi.org/10.1186/s13007-020-00650-0
https://doi.org/10.1098/rstb.2019.0124
https://doi.org/10.1098/rstb.2019.0124
https://doi.org/10.3368/lj.30.2.173
https://doi.org/10.3368/lj.30.2.173
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1365-2745.2006.01186.x
https://doi.org/10.1111/pbr.12150
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00442-020-04625-9
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00442-020-04625-9
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11120-014-0024-6
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11738-016-2113-y
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11120-016-0318-y
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1470-160X(23)01474-7/h0220
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1470-160X(23)01474-7/h0220
https://doi.org/10.3390/land11101665
https://doi.org/10.1007/s004420000450
https://doi.org/10.1007/s004420000450


Ecological Indicators 158 (2024) 111332

13

and ecophysiological studies elucidating stomatal behaviour and photosynthetic 
potential. Botany 95 (12), 1109–1123. https://doi.org/10.1139/cjb-2017-0095. 

Kumar, K.S.A., Karthika, K.S., 2020. Abiotic and Biotic Factors Influencing Soil Health 
and/or Soil Degradation. In: Giri, B., Varma, A. (Eds.), Soil Health. Soil Biology, vol 
59. Springer, Cham. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-44364-1_9.  

Le Roux, P.C., 2022. Ecology and Biodiversity. https://www.up.ac.za/plant-and-soil- 
sciences/article/2542120/ecology-and-biodiversity (accessed: 10 May 2022). 

Leys, B.A., Marlon, J.R., Umbanhowar, C., Vannière, B., 2018. Global fire history of 
grassland biomes. Ecol. Evol. 8 (17), 8831–8852. https://doi.org/10.1002/ 
ece3.4394. 

Li, G., Fang, C., Li, Y., Wang, Z., Sun, S., He, S., Qi, W., Bao, C., Ma, H., Fan, Y., Feng, Y., 
Liu, X., 2022. Global impacts of future urban expansion on terrestrial vertebrate 
diversity. Nat. Commun. 13 (1), 1–12. https://doi.org/10.1038/s41467-022-29324- 
2. 

Linn, A.I., Zeller, A.K., Gerhards, R., Pfundel, E.E., Gerhards, R., 2020. Features and 
applications of a field imaging chlorophyll fluorometer to measure stress in 
agricultural plants. Precis. Agric. 22, 947–963. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11119- 
020-09767-7. 

Liu, H., Hou, L., Kang, N., Nan, Z., Huang, J., 2022. The economic value of grassland 
ecosystem services: A global meta-analysis. Grassl. Res. 1 (1), 63–74. https://doi. 
org/10.1002/glr2.12012. 

Ludick, S., Berner, J.M., Coertze, R.D., Cilliers, S.S., 2023. Evaluating the health of urban 
oak (Quercus robur L.) trees using physiological parameters: a South-African case 
study. S. Afr. J. Sci. Technol. 42 (1), 24–42. http://www.satnt.ac.za/index.php/sat 
nt/article/view/932. 

Luo, M., Lau, N.-C., 2019. Urban expansion and drying climate in an urban 
agglomeration of east China. Geophys. Res. Lett. 46 (12), 6868–6877. https://doi. 
org/10.1029/2019GL082736. 

Mabhaudhi, T., Chimonyo, V.G.P., Chibarabada, T.P., Modi, A.T., 2017. Developing a 
Roadmap for Improving Neglected and Underutilised Crops: A Case Study of South 
Africa. Front. Plant Sci. 8, 1–13. https://doi.org/10.3389/fpls.2017.02143. 

Marando, F., Heris, M.P., Zulian, G., Udías, A., Mentaschi, L., Chrysoulakis, N., 
Parastatidis, D., Maes, J., 2022. Urban heat island mitigation by green infrastructure 
in European Functional Urban Areas. Sustain. Cities Soc. 77, 103564 https://doi. 
org/10.1016/j.scs.2021.103564. 

Maure, G., Pinto, I., Ndebele-Murisa, M., Muthige, M., Lennard, C., Nikulin, G., Dosio, A., 
Meque, A., 2018. The southern African climate under 1.5◦C and 2◦C of global 
warming as simulated by CORDEX regional climate models. Environ. Res. Lett. 13 
(6) https://doi.org/10.1088/1748-9326/aab190. 

Monama, T.E., 2016. Evaluating the urban heat island over the city of Tshwane 
Metropolitan Municipality using remote sensing techniques. University of 
Johannesburg, Johannesburg. South Africa. MSc dissertation.  

Mucina, L., Rutherford, M.C. (Eds.), 2006. The Vegetation of South Africa, Lesotho and 
Swaziland, Series: Strelitzia 19. South African National Biodiversity Institute, 
Pretoria, South Africa.  

Nel, E., 2008. Universiteit van Pretoria historiese oorsig. https://web.archive.org/web/ 
20141116090607/http:/web.up.ac.za/default.asp? 
ipkCategoryID=5056&subid=5056&ipklookid=1 (accessed: 10 May 2022). 

Nezhad, S.F., Eshrati, P., Eshrati, D.A., 2015. Definition of Authenticity Concept in 
Conservation of Cultural Landscapes. Archnet-IJAR 9 (1), 93–107. https://doi.org/ 
10.26687/archnet-ijar.v9i1.473. 

Ngulani, T., Shackleton, C.M., 2020. The degree, extent and value of air temperature 
amelioration by urban green spaces in Bulawayo. Zimbabwe. s. Afr. Geogr. J. 102 
(3), 344–355. https://doi.org/10.1080/03736245.2019.1685405. 

Nielsen, A.B., Van den Bosch, M., Maruthaveeran, S., Van den Bosch, C.K., 2014. Species 
richness in urban parks and its drivers: A review of empirical evidence. Urban 
Ecosyst. 17 (1), 305–327. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11252-013-0316-1. 

Oguz, M.C., Aycan, M., Oguz, E., Poyraz, I., Yildiz, M., 2022. Drought Stress Tolerance in 
Plants: Interplay of Molecular, Biochemical and Physiological Responses in 
Important Development Stages. Physiol. 2 (4), 180–197. https://doi.org/10.3390/ 
physiologia2040015. 

Pfab, M.F., Compaan, P.C., Whittington-Jones, C.A., Engelbrecht, I., Dumalisile, L., 
Mills, L., West, S.D., Muller, P.J., Masterson, G.P.R., Nevhutalu, L.S., Holness, S.D., 
2017. The Gauteng Conservation Plan: Planning for biodiversity in a rapidly 
urbanising province. Bothalia: Afr. Biodivers. Conserv. 47 (1), e1–e16. https://doi. 
org/10.4102/abc.v47i1.2182. 

Pfündel, E., 1998. Estimating the contribution of Photosystem I to total leaf chlorophyll 
fluorescence. Photosynth. Res. 56 (2), 185–195. https://doi.org/10.1023/A: 
1006032804606. 

Porcar-Castell, A., Tyystjärvi, E., Atherton, J., Van der Tol, C., Flexas, J., Pfündel, E.E., 
Moreno, J., Frankenberg, C., Berry, J.A., 2014. Linking chlorophyll a fluorescence to 
photosynthesis for remote sensing applications: mechanisms and challenges. J. Exp. 
Bot. 65 (15), 4065–4095. https://doi.org/10.1093/jxb/eru191. 

Puttick, J.R., Hoffman, M.T., O’Connor, T.G., 2022. The effect of changes in human 
drivers on the fire regimes of South African grassland and savanna environments 
over the past 100 years. Afr. J. Range Forage Sci. 39 (1), 107–123. https://doi.org/ 
10.2989/10220119.2022.2033322. 

Quiles, M.J., 2005. Photoinhibition of photosystem I and II using chlorophyll 
fluorescence measurements. J. Biol. Edu. 39 (3), 136–138. https://doi.org/10.1080/ 
00219266.2005.9655981. 

Rautenbach, C.H., Engelbrecht, S.P., Pelzer, A.N., Du Toit Spies, F.J., De Kock, W. J., 
Cilliers, C.H., Kritzinger, M.S.B., Fourie, J., 1960. AD Destinatum 1910-1960. 
https://repository.up.ac.za/handle/2263/81033 (accessed: 10 May 2022). 

Richardson, P.J., Lundholm, J.T., Larson, D.W., 2010. Natural analogues of degraded 
ecosystems enhance conservation and reconstruction in extreme environments. Ecol. 
Appl. 20 (3), 728–740. https://doi.org/10.1890/08-1092.1. 

Samborska, I.A., Kalaji, H.M., Sieczko, L., Borucki, W., Mazur, R., Kouzmanova, M., 
Goltsev, V., 2019. Can just one-second measurement of chlorophyll α fluorescence be 
used to predict sulphur deficiency in radish (Raphanus sativus L. sativus) plants? 
Curr. Plant Biol. 19, 1–11. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cpb.2018.12.002. 

Samways, M.J., Barton, P.S., Birkhofer, K., Chichorro, F., Deacon, C., Fartmann, T., 
Fukushima, C.S., Gaigher, R., Habel, J.C., Hallmann, C.A., Hill, M.J., Hochkirch, A., 
Kaila, L., Kwak, M.L., Maes, D., Mammola, S., Noriega, J.A., Orfinger, A.B., 
Pedraza, F., Pryke, J.S., Roque, F.O., Settele, J., Simaika, J.P., Stork, N.E., 
Suhling, F., Vorster, C., Cardoso, P., 2020. Solutions for humanity on how to 
conserve insects. Biol. Conserv. 242, 108427 https://doi.org/10.1016/j. 
biocon.2020.108427. 

Scholtz, R., Twidwell, D., 2022. The last continuous grasslands on earth: identification 
and conservation importance. Conserv. Sci. Pract. 4 (3) https://doi.org/10.1111/ 
csp2.626. 

C.M. Shackleton S.S. Cilliers E. Davoren Du Toit . M.J. Urban Ecology in the Global South 
2021 Springer Cham. 

Shelef, O., Weisberg, P.J., Provenza, F.D., 2017. The Value of Native Plants and Local 
Production in an Era of Global Agriculture. Front. Plant Sci. 8, 2069. https://doi.org/ 
10.3389/fpls.2017.02069. 

South African Weather Service (SAWS), 2021. Regional Weather and Climate of South 
Africa: Gauteng. https://www.weathersa.co.za/home/regionalweatherclimate 
(accessed: 12 May 2021). 

Statistics South Africa [Stats SA], 2011. City of Tshwane. https://www.statssa.gov.za/? 
page_id=993&id=city-of-tshwane-municipality (accessed: 23 Jan 2022). 

Strasser, R.J., Srivastava, A., Tsimilli-Michael, M., 2000. The fluorescence transient as a 
tool to characterise and screen photosynthetic samples. In: P. Mohanty and P. Yunus 
(eds.) Probing Photosynthesis: Mechanism, Regulation & Adaptation, Taylor & Francis, 
London, pp. 443–480. 

Strasser, R.J., Tsimilli-Michael, M., Srivastava, A., 2004. Analysis of the Chlorophyll α 
Fluorescence Transient. In: Papageorgiou, G.C., Govindjee, G. (Eds.), Chlorophyll α 
Fluorescence. Advances in Photosynthesis and Respiration, Volume 19. Springer, 
Dordrecht, pp. 321–362. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-1-4020-3218-9_12. 

Symstad, A.J., Siemann, E., Haarstad, J., 2000. An experimental test of the effect of plant 
functional group diversity on arthropod diversity. Oikos 89 (2), 243–253. https:// 
doi.org/10.1034/j.1600-0706.2000.890204.x. 

Teixeira, C.P., Fernandes, C.O., Ahern, J., 2022. Adaptive planting design and 
management framework for urban climate change adaptation and mitigation. Urban 
for. Urban Green. 70, 127548 https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ufug.2022.127548. 

Tombesi, S., Nardini, A., Frioni, T., Soccolini, M., Zadra, C., Farinelli, D., Poni, S., 
Palliotti, A., 2015. Stomatal closure is induced by hydraulic signals and maintained 
by ABA in drought-stressed grapevine. Sci. Rep. 5 (12449) https://doi.org/10.1038/ 
srep12449. 

Tyystjärvi, E., Aro, E.M., 1996. The rate constant of photoinhibition, measured in 
lincomycin-treated leaves, is directly proportional to light intensity. Proc. Natl. 
Acad. Sci. U. S. A. 93 (5), 2213–2218. https://doi.org/10.1073%2Fpnas.93.5.2213. 

United Nations – Habitat (UN-Habitat), 2016. The New Urban Agenda. https://habitat3. 
org/the-new-urban-agenda/ (accessed: 15 Feb 2023). 

University of Pretoria, 2020. Experimental Farm. https://www.up.ac.za/media/shared/ 
1/ZP_Files/Maps/experimental-farm.2019.re.zp192210.pdf (accessed: 10 May 
2022). 

Van Der Walt, M., 2023. Native Plant Selection to Increase Urban Ecosystem Functions in 
Tshwane, South Africa. University of Pretoria, Pretoria. South Africa. MLArch 
dissertation.  

Van Wijk, K.J., Krause, G.H., 1991. Oxygen dependence of photoinhibition at low 
temperature in intact protoplasts of Valerianella locusta L. Planta 186 (1), 135–142. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/bf00201509. 

Vujovic, S., Haddad, B., Karaky, H., Sebaibi, N., Boutouil, M., 2021. Urban Heat Island: 
Causes, Consequences, and Mitigation Measures with Emphasis on Reflective and 
Permeable Pavements. CivilEng 2 (2), 459–484. https://doi.org/10.3390/ 
civileng2020026. 

Waldvogel, A.M., Feldmeyer, B., Rolshausen, G., Exposito-Alonso, M., Rellstab, C., 
Kofler, R., Mock, T., Schmid, K., Schmitt, I., Bataillon, T., Savolainen, O., 
Bergland, A., Flatt, T., Guillaume, F., Pfenninger, M., 2020. Evolutionary genomics 
can improve prediction of species’ responses to climate change. Evol. Lett. 4 (1), 
4–18. https://doi.org/10.1002/evl3.154. 

Walkley, A.J., Black, I.A., 1934. An Examination of the Degtjareff Method for 
Determining Soil Organic Matter, and a Proposed Modification of the Chromic Acid 
Titration Method. Soil Sci. 37 (1), 29–38. https://doi.org/10.1097/00010694- 
193401000-00003. 

Weber, T., Haensler, A., Rechid, D., Pfeifer, S., Eggert, B., Jacob, D., 2018. Analysing 
regional climate change in Africa in a 1.5◦C, 2◦C and 3◦C global warming world. 
Earth’s. Future 6 (4), 643–655. https://doi.org/10.1002/2017EF000714. 

Wentzel, J., 2023a. Dicliptera eenii. https://wildflowernursery.co.za/indigenous-plant- 
database/dicliptera-eenii/ (accessed: 9 Jun 2023). 

Wentzel, J., 2023b. Scirpoides burkei. https://wildflowernursery.co.za/indigenous- 
plant-database/scirpoides-burkei/ (accessed: 9 Jun 2023). 
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