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PREFACE.

SOUTHERN AFRICA has been traversed during
the last fifty years by so many travellers, whose
works are familiar to the public, that it is a
common notion in England that there is nothing
relating to that country of any general interest
which is not already sufficiently known. This
is not, however, the opinion of any person of in-
telligence who has recently been a resident or
visitor at the Cape. The majority of the tra-
vellers who penetrated into the interior of the
country in former times, were men enthusiasti-
cally and almost exclusively devoted to scientific
pursuits. Discoveries in Natural History were

their paramount objects. Man himself, whether
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social or savage, was secondary, in their re-
searches, to a new plant or animal: and as for
matters relatiné to agriculture or commerce, they
scarcely entered in any degree into their inves-
tigations. Barrow, indeed, was a traveller of
views much more enlarged and diversified: his
work on the Cape contains an able and Iuminous
sketch of almost all that, in his time, was parti-
cularly worthy of notice ; and Lichtenstein, like-
wise a man of general eobservation, elaborately
filled up the outline. But the twenty years
that ‘have since elapsed, have produced important
changes. The houndaries of the Settlement have
been greatly extended; the circumstances of the
old inhabitants, both white and coloured, have
been much altered; a new population of British
gubjects has been introduced; the agricultural
and commercial capabilities of the Colony have
been more accurately ascertained; the geogra-
phical features of the interior regions, and the
character and relations of the tribes who inhabit

them, have been far more extensively investi-



PREFACE. vii

gated :—and all this, and much more, remains
undescribed, or but partially descri.bed, by suc-
ceeding writers.

More recently, Burchell has doubtless added
considerably to the previous stock of information
both as respects the Natural History of Southern
Africa, and the condition and character of some
of its native tribes. The work of the * Civil
Servant,” published in 1822, contains also much
valuable matter, though of a very different de-
scription from Burchell's. A wide field, however,
was still unoccupied; and even where other wri-
ters had preceded, a variety of important sub-
jects remained to be discussed,— certainly not
uninteresting to Englishmen, if a full acquaint-
ance with the dependencies of the empire be
considered necessary or desirable.

I have attempted to supply, in some degree,
this desideratum : and I trust I may, without
presumption, aspire to the approbation of my
countrymen for the attempt, whatever may be

the imperfections of the execution. My educa«
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tion and pursuits have been mercantile, not lite-
rary or scientific. I have been a traveller partly
from motives of business, partly from the impulse
of curiosity. I entertained no idea of becoming
an author, until the accumulation of materials,
and the recently awakened demand in the Cape
Colony for fresh information in regard to its
condition and resources, induced me to revise
my Notes and Journals, and to select for the
press the portions now submitted, with some
hesitation to the Public.

Before adverting more particularly to the mat-
ters embraced in the following Volume, I may
notice cursorily some of my earlier excursions
into the country, in order to give the Reader a
clearer idea of my principal objects in travelling,
and the opportunities I possessed for acquiring
correct information on the various subjects I
have brought under review.

In January 1821, I made an excursion to Al-
bany (accompanied by my friend Mr. Simpson,

of Cape Town,) in order chiefly to examine into
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the prospects of the British Emigrants, who had
been located there about eight months before, and
to ascertain what branches of trade might be most
successfully extended in that direction. Having
gone by sea to Algoa Bay, we proceeded on
horseback from Port Elizabeth (then a hamlet
of only three or four houses), by Uitenhage, Gra-
ham’s Town, and Fort Willshire, to the residence
of the Chief Gaika in Cafferland; and return-
ed by Caffer Drift, the Kowie Mouth, Bathurst,
Uitenhage, the Lange-Kloof, Knysna, George
Swellendam, and Hottentot’s Holland, to Cape
Town. This excursion, which occupied about
six weeks, gave me an opportunity of seeing the
districts along the southern coast of the Colony,
as far as the Keiskamma River, and of becoming
in some degree acquainted, by personal observa-
tion, with the character and condition of the
various classes of inhabitants,~Boors, Settlers,
Hottentots, and Caffers.

I was far from considering myself, however,

as yet sufficiently informed on such points, or in
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regard to the general resources of the Colony.
My curiosity was, indeed, rather excited than
gratified ; and I gladly availed myself of every
new opportunity that offered, compatible with
attention to business, of extending my observa-
tions. Such an opportunity again occurred in
1822, when, in consequence of the wreck of the
ship Grace, near Cape Agulhas,* I had occasion
to visit that secluded corner, and some of the
adjoining districts.

In the latter end of August 1822, I made
another circuit through the districts of Swellen-
dam and George. My principal object was to
investigate the commercial resources of those dis-
tricts,—more particularly in regard to the expor-
tation of aloes, a branch of colonial traffic which
had at that time begun to assume some impor-
tance. I was accompanied by several Cape-
Dutch gentlemen of my acquaintance, who pos-
sessed estates in that quarter of the Colony ; and

whose numerous connexions, also, in the wine

* Vide Appendix, No. IV,
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and corn districts, afforded me a favourable op-
portunity of examining, on our route, the situa-
tion and prospects of these staple branches of
colonial industry. After accompanying this party
to Elbes-Kraal on the Gauritz River, and through
various parts of the adjacent country, to survey
the several bays, mouths of rivers, &c. I extended
my journey across the mountains, on purpose to
visit the remarkable grottoes of Cango, in the
Zwartberg, (of which a minute description will
be found in a subsequent part of the work,) and
returned by Swellendam to Cape Town.

These preliminary excursions, besides the other
purposes they embraced, enabled me to collect
much statistical information, and prepared me
to enter with greater advantage upon the more
distant and arduous journeys which I undertook
in 1823 and 1824. The details of these latter
journeys I need not here anticipate, since the
narrative of them occupies almost two-thirds
of the book, and their chief objects and results
will be found sufficiently explained as the reader
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proceeds. A glance at the Table of Contents
will show that my visit to the Bechuana country
occurred at a most interesting crisis, and enabled
me to survey the character of the natives in new
and singular points of view, while unveiled by
the excitement of extraordinary events.

In describing the present condition of the
various Native Tribes, I havé, moreover, had
the good fortune to find the information acquired
in the course of my own researches, corroborated
and augmented from several most respectable
quarters, which have been duly acknowledged in
different parts of the narrative.

The third division of the work comprises a re-
view of the present condition of the Dutch and
British inhabitants,—of the agricultural, commer-
cial, and financial circumstances of the country,
and of its adaptation for farther Colonization §
together with remarks and suggestions on various
other matters, which, during an eight years’ re-
sidence, have fallen under my observation.

An Appendix has been subjoined, in order to
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embrace materials, which, however interesting,
could not with propriety or convenience be in-
cluded in the text.

The map, though not quite so complete in re-
gard to the interior of the North-eastern regions as
I could have wished, will nevertheless, I trust, be
found to exhibit the most perfect delineation of
the geographical features of Southern Africa that
has yet been presented to the public. The whole
of the Eastern frontier of the Colony has been
carefully reduced from the recent military sur-
veys; and the coast as far as Delagoa Bay com-
pared with the scientific charts of Captain Owen.
Cafferland, with its numerous streams and moun-
tains,—the chief branches of the Gariep, so far as
they have been traced towards their sources, the
names and positions of the various Bechuana and
Caffer tribes,—~—and the general features of the de-
solate tracts inhabited by the Bushmen and Na-
maquas,—have been delineated, partly from my
own personal observations, partly from sketches
furnished by Messrs. Melvill and Brownlee, and
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partly from other authentic though miscellaneous
materials. In the compilation of the map, I have
to acknowledge the valuable aid of Mr. Knobel,
Government Surveyor, in Cape Town,—who is
already known to the public by his recent map
of Albany, upon an’ extensive scale, and in-
cluding the locations of the British settlers.

The plans of Cape Town and Graaff-Reinet
will speak for themselves. The numerous plates
(engraved under the superintendence of Mr. T.
Fielding) have been accompanied, wherever it
seemed requisite, with explanatory notices. It
remains to say a few words of the frontispiece,
engraved after an oil painting by my friend
Dr. Heurtley.

Though upon so small a scale, this view affords

perhaps at once the most accurate and pleasing
picture of Cape Town and its environs that has
yet been published. The spectator is supposed
to stand with his back to Table Mountain, near
the grand reservoir, about a mile distant from

the sea-shore. The Government Gardens occupy
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the space immediately in front. To the left lies
the town, half overshadowed by the Lion’s Rump,
the view being taken about sunset. To the right
of the steeple of the Calvinist Church, which ap-

pears conspicuously in the centre, lie the Barracks,
a long range of buildings, with the Castle imme-
diately adjoining. In the low ground, still far-
ther to the right, may be seen the mouth of the
Salt River, an inlet of the sea which forms a
swamp for the space of a couple of miles inland.

Immediately over this is the high land of the
Tigerberg; and directly across the bay, over

the anchorage ground, the view is bounded by
?he Blueberg mountains,—to the left of which
the Koeberg terminates the range. The mouth
of the bay, with Robben Island at its entrance,
is shut out from the view by the Lion’s Rump.
The view of Table Mountain from the Parade,
supplies some of those remarkable. features of
our African capital, which Dr. Heurtley’s picture
could not embrace. For the drawing, as well as

f01: the portraits of the Bechuana Chiefs, Peclu
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and Teysho, and various other embellishments of
the work, I am indebted to the valuable pictorial
aid of Mr. De Meillon. To the worthy old natu-
ralist, Mr. Wehdemann, also, I must express my
obligations for furnishing me with several of the
drawings of animals which I have introduced.
Such is a brief sketch of the contents of the
volume now presented to the public. The author
is far from flattering himself that he has fully at-
tained all the objects he aimed at, or that he has
not left much for future and more accomplished
travellers to supply; but he nevertheless ven-
tures to hope that his work, though but little
enriched by science, or embellished by style, will
be found to possess at least the interest that plain
sincerity may aspire to,—and that the various
information he has furnished, may prove, in the
present eventful circumstances of our South
African possessions, neither unappropriate nor

devoid of utility.

GEORGE THOMPSON.
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