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Cremation and the Campo Santo.
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Life wmust end, and of course arrangements must
be made in this relation. Now, the yuestion of crema-
tion versus burial has of late vears veceived fur more
consideration than formerly, und crematoria have been
established all over the world,  Cremation is nothing
new under the sun, and as far as history will take us
back we find it in common use either alone or s<ide by

side with burial.

In England 1t was practised in the stone aind
bronze ages down to the time of the Roman occupa-
tion. Later, under the influence of Christianity which,
like Judaism before it, always tavoured burial in pre-

rence to burning, cremation ceased, and has not been

ot
way of disposing of the dead over large parts of Asia

(India and Siam). The modern vevival began in Italy

1n 1870, and was introduced into England by Sir Henry

Thompson, who founded the Cremation Society in
1874. Owing to legal difficulties the first cremation.
however was not performed till 1882, since which date
Beautiful
Campo Santo (‘rematoria exist in Genoa, Leipzig, and

its spread has heen rapid and continuous.

Paris, hundreds of small erematoria are found all over
the Continent and Britain.

Reasons for Cremation on the Ground of Health.

Lovked at from a purely sanitarian point of view,
cremation s undoubtedly the most perfect system of
the disposal «f the dead. The matter iz one calling

for the most serions consideration on the part of the

hveienist, who, when casting prejudice aside and
il o ’ 0D

reasoning alone by the science of his avocation, can
but arvive at the conclusion mentioned.

towns and villages are small, burial of the dead in the

So long as

midst of the living does comparatively little harru.
But*as our population iucreases very rapidly and is
concentrated round centres of industry, it becomes
imperative to consider tliz question of public health

in a way that was quite unknown before.

Research has shown that churchyards are centres
frotn  which the
dwellings, the air in the rzighbourhood of a cemetery
contains a very large percentage of carbon dioxide
(CO,).
revealed the horrible conditions of burial vaults and
and the
passed forbidding intermen: within the boundaries of

diseize  sp-ads  to surrounding

In England investigations were made which

uraves, result w:< that in 1835 a law was

cities. This, however, preved to be only a temporary
remedy for the evil.  Cerr=teries were formed on the
outskirts of London and elsewhere, but the growth of
the population was so rapid that it overtook the ceme-
teries, which were soon surrcunded by dwelling-houses :
thus the old fatal conditicns were reproduced over
again.  There is only one remedy, and that remedy is
found in cremation, by whizh a human body is reduced
in the space of half an hrur into harmless gasses and

a small amount of clean, wiite ash. [t is really almost

incredible that people will go on sowing the ground
around the cities in which they live with a ring of
decomposing matter.  Urdar usual conditions obtain-
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ing in regard to ercation, the resultants of the com-
plete resolution of the body which are its elementary
and inndorous gasses are returned to the earth through
the action of ramn and dew.  Nothing is more absorbant
of these gasses than water, and this gives back to the
earthi the clementary solids which had been borrowed
from theim.  Thus we find that decomposition in a
grave and decomposition through the instrumentality
of the crematorium resolves itself in the relative speed

of resolution.,

Aesthetic Reasons.

Crewation i no way interferes with the feeling ol
sanetity which attaches to the remains of the dead.
An urn, to begin with, s a far moere beautitul thing
than a cotin, and is capable of a great variety of
artistic treatinent.  An urn contianing the ashes can
be buried iu a guiet country churchyvard just as well
as w coffin, or as the ashes are entirely hurmless we
could revert to the original custom of Interring our
duml
those wha prefer them, columbaria can be provided

in monuments in<ide a church. Or again for
for the reception of urns. which can either be seen or
hermeticully sealed up in a niche, to rest there in per-
petuity. 1t i repugnant to feeling to have human
Lones interfered with after interment, and this often
The

requicscal in pace iz uot abways for good and all.

happens in case of burial in a cemetery.

When o town overgrows its boundaries the cemetery is
used as oa building ground, and in older eities hutman
clien found whilst digeine trenelies for
The Swiss,

way of treating the bones of theiv dead.

homes e
tor instance, have a playful

Then

{founditions,
rever-
ently consizn the morial remins to curth, vel do not
allow the hones t renmin there in peace indefinitely
for the Switzer considers the surface of his dewr lund
too valuuble to be overspread with the remains of his
foefatbiers. He therefore, lapse of about

‘E\\‘rllf‘\' Natti s i the

after o

up bones and stacks them in

bins arcund los chapels and churehies. A grim sight
indeed whilst attending <erviee i such a chapel o gee
around tie living the bhones of hundreds of those who
have passed away raneed tier upon tier in open bins
aronnd the wadl, thehr skalls @rinning out towiards us

whil=t resting on their thich-homes,
sontitent deecide the
the chill atiributes of the cemetery,

it drear and dismal! reireration of the passing hence

st whieli s

Individual

mier proferabl

and i< sanitury Moperfections—nperhaps the nearest and
dearest to our hearts lies i hndeons attenuated trans-
mwtition, the prey of worms and the like —or those of
the erentory nausolemn with s more cheerimg sane-
and 1te capalilities hoth i

titv, s perfeet v giene,
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regard to architectural and scuptural effect as o fitting
collective monunient to those who have passed away.
Surely such an editice rearing itselt in majesty ifrom
a (‘ampo Santo, verdured and relieved by nature’s
own Horal embellishments, with its ohaste arcadings
Hower-beds  to
relieve the sombrous solemmity of the array of monu-

und loggin, their pillars rising  trom

ments upon the walls in the =culptured groups between
the lengthy porticos 1s prefcrable to the vast tlesh-
ehilling cemetery with its monotonous stone slahs.
Here we have two methods of effecting one and the

sanie end-—a dual end—the disposal of the dead and

the erection of mementos to them.

Reasons for Cremation.

Looking through bhooks on eremation ] found the
following :—

Cremation effeets in one hour that which 1t takes
veurs to do if the body is buried. The process of crema-
tion absolutely prevents all possibilitv: +f nollution of
water or contamination of air, whereas a burial s
always novious and <ometimes dangerous.

Cremation, 1f generally adopted, would avoid the
necessity of adding to our large and costly cemeteries.

Cremiation  offers  facilities for a relurn 1o the
ancient practice of interment in churches.

¢ Uremntion removes the possibility of being buried
alive,

Cremation is easily oranged for and Jess eapen-
sive than the crdinary torns of horial where o private
arave is used,

Cremation Interfere~s with no religion or rite.

Cremation admits of the sone ceremony as if
ardinary burial were resorted to.

Lo

T Parliament.

which has approved of reculations as to the mainten-

Cremation recovnied by
ance and inspection of erematorin and has prescribed
in what cases crertuation nis take place and the forms
of notices, cortifieates, and acelarations whieli <hall be
viven ar made before eremation i~ pernntted.

Cremation provides s« muel more effective safe-
cuard against foul play than in the ease of ordinan
burial, and is the only veal protection of society against
secret crive.

Cremation is the only remedy for the present day
unnatural condition of
of the dead reverenti

burial, facilitsting the disposal
and decently without daneer
tor the living,

Example of Crematorium.

The Golders Green Cremnatarimn, in Lendon, whieh

is here deseribed, was desicned by Sir Ernest George,

It stand< in it own wronndss which  are pleazantly



undulating and e surronnded by w belt of sheltering
Within bhelt und  following  generally  its
imner line is a cucelar earvinge road.  On either side
of the voud tine groups of beautiful Howering trees and
slhirubs have been planted, the central spuce being an
open bewn. The main part of the zround is kept us
a garden, bur a portion has been set aside for the

trees. this

erection of private columbaria.  In the {orz-court s
an unple porch giving access to the chal  whieu,

including its gallery, is 70 feet long by 25 et wide,
and about 300 it also contains a
large crzun. A waiting-room and vescey are sercath
The internal walls are paneiled in oak te

will vent persons ;
the wallery
the Lewwght of the deors, sbove which (e arcaded brick

walls curty an open timbered root. Lhe catatalgue,

omposed of rice marbles relieved with br.vze, bar

monizis with the soreoundings ond addas to the diomity
of the simple design of the interior. A rose window is
at one el amd ae the orher is o range of areaded

windows kept high to leave wall space for a future

The

clotster will be open on irs givden side, in it will be

cloiser, which ix to be an hmportant feature.

teile cranis i perpetuity of spoce for the erection of
monuments  and and  thus atford a
covered space where works of it may be set lip as
metnorinls to the dead without fear of damage from
The columbarium 1= o tower-like build-

fumatly  tombs,

the weather.
ing in four stories, its walls fitted with niches to receive
The chapel at the crematorinm
of

desired

urns eontaining ashes,
service  or
the friends

cerermony,
of the

is available for anv formn

relizgious or <ecular, by
deceased.
The Campo Santo in (renoa is on a far grander
scale than the London Crematoriuin, and is placed
nong  beautiful meountains overlooking the Mediter-
ranean Sea. It is built entirely out of white marble,
and is generally used by the inhabitants of the town.
Here follow some extracts fromn the Cremation
Act of 1902, passed by the British Parlinment, to show
some of the conditions under which ecremuation is
carried out.
No cremation of human remains shall take place
except in a4 crematorium of the opening of which notice

has heen given to the Secretary of State,

It shall not be lawful to crenate the remains of
any person who iz known to have left a written direc-
tion to the contrarv.

It shall not be lawful to cremate human remains
which have not been identified.

No cremation shall take place until the death of
the decensed has been duly registered.

The Act eontains about five pages, and ensures
against foul play, also sees to it that the ashes are
treated with all respect due to human remains.
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ALTERATIONS AND ADDITIONS TO THE
ASSOCIATION BYE-LAWS.

The following additions and wmewdments o the
bye-laws of the .\ssociation received the ussent of His
lixcelleney the tGovernor-General-in-Counctl and wers
informuation  in Union
1913 -

published  {or  general the
Croverntent Gazette Noo 420, of 11ith October,
fGovernment Notice No. 1371).

His the {(rovernor-General-in-Coounetld
his been pleased, under the powers vested in hitn by
section twenty-nine of the Arebiteers’ X,
Now 39 of 1909 (Transvaanli, to approve of the follow-
ing amendments and additions to the by-laws pub-

lished under Governmenrt Notice No. 274 of 1910 - -

Status of Salaried and Absentee Members.

Excellency

Private

The following new clauses to be added - -

200 (d) Every member registered or hereafter rens-
tering shall be considered. ipso fucto, practising, suve
as herein provided, and ansy member censing practics
ar clainying to pay reduced subscreiptions by reason of
heing a salivied assistant or absent from the Transvual
or Saitth Mrica shall be exempted or entitled o abate-
ment as provided by the et and by-laws only if he
shall have yiven to the Registrar written and properiv
stthstantiated notice, and such exemption or abatement
Sl in sny case be effective only for each complere
veur of subscription.  Any member who shall intend
to recomuence practice shall immediately vive written
notice thereof to the Registrar,

29. (e) For the purpese of these by-laws, u <alaried
assistant shall be a remistered architect who, while
registered in termns of the Aet, is ordinarily and regu-
larly emploved at a fixed salary, and whe shall not
for any part of his time perform any work swhether for
remuneration or otherwise under the title of architeet
except for and in the name of his regular empalyer.

Unprofessional Conduct.

The following to be substituted for the present
by-law clause No. 51 (h):—

Knowingly taking puwrt in any competition, the
conditions of which are expressly and for stated reasons
disapproved by the Council.

The following new clauses to be added :—

5L, (1) Attempting in any way to secure work for
which a competition is in progress except as competitor
and in accordance with the conditions of that competi-
tion; and that present clause No. 51 (i) he renumbered

No. 51 (m).

51, (1) Attempting to influence the award of a com-
petition ctherwise than as assessor or authorized
adviser.

to in By-lnw No. 36 (d), to see that no mewmbor =hall



	1.pdf
	2.pdf
	3.pdf

