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-very trifling encourag~ment would dralv into the colony as 
many Chinet;e as it Inight be thought prudent to admit. 
'Vere ten thousand of this industrious race of men distributed 
over the Cape district, and those divisions of Stell en bosch and 
Drakenstein \vhich lie on the Cape side of the mountains, the 
face of the country \vould exhibit a very different appearance 
from that it nOlv,vears, in the course of a fe\v years; the 
lnarkets ,vould be better and more reasonably supplied, and 
,an abundance of surplus produce acquired for exportation. 
I t is not here mean t that these Chinese should be placed under 
the farnlers; a situation in which they nlight probably beconlc, 
like the poor Hottentots, rather a load and an encumbrance 
011 the colony, than a benefit to it. The poorest peasant in 
China, if a free man, acquires notions of property. After 
paying a certain proportion of his produce to the State, \vhich 
js limited and defined, the rest is entirely his OlVD; and though 
the Emperor is considered as the sole proprietary of the soil, 
the land is never taken froln him so long as he continues to 
pay his proportion of prod uce to Government. 

I should propose then, that all the pieces of ground inter­
vening between the, large ]oa~ farms, which in many places 
are equal in extent to the farms themselves, and other unoc­
eu pied lands, should be granted to these Chinese on payment 
·of a nloderate rent after the first seven years, during which 
period they should hold them free. The British Government 
,vould find no difficulty in prevailing upon that, or a greater, 
number of these people to leave China; nor is the Govern­
ment of that country so very strict or solicitous in preveQting 
its subjects from leaving their native land as is usually sup-
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posed. The maxinlS of the State forbad it at a tilne ,vhen it 
JVa,s more politic to prevent enligrations than no,v, when an­
abundant population, occasionally above the level of the 
means of subsistence, subjects thousands to perish at home 
for want of the necessaries of life. Emigrations take place 
every year to l\{anilIa, Batavia, Prince of 'Vales's Island, and 
to other parts of the eastern world. 

- In th~ m~re distant parts of the colony, where the land i~, 

not only better, but large tracts occur that are wholly unoc­
cupied, it would be adviseable to hold out the sanle sort of 
encouragement to the Hottentots as they have Inet ,vith from 
the Hernhliters at Bavian's Kloof; a measure that would be 
equally beneficial to the boor and the, Hottentot, and put a 
~top to the many atrocious murders and horrid cruelties which 
arc a disgrace to humanity. 

The next step to improvement ,vould be to oblige all the 
Dutch landholders to enclose their estates, agreeably to the 
original plans \vhich are deposited in the Secretary's Office., 
By planting hedge rows and trees, the grounds ,vould not 
only be better sheltered, but the additionai quantity of 
moisture that would be attracted from the air, would prevent 
the surface from being so much scorched in the SUJ111Tler 

months. The almond, as I ]lave observed, grows rapidly in 
the driest and poorest soils, and so does the pomegranate, both 
of which would serve for hedges. rrhe lemon-tree, planted 
thick, makes a profitable as well as an extrenlely beautiful and 
excellent hedge, but it requires to be planted on ground that 
ifi rather Dl0ist. The lce-lu'booln or sophora capen-sis grows in 
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har.d dry ·soils, a-s will also hvo or three of the larger kind of 
protease The planting of trees and hedge rows would furnish 
a supply of \vood for fuel, and other useful purposes, which 
is at present extremely scarce and exorbitantly dear. Avenues 
of oak trees, plantations of the \vhite poplar, and of the stone 
pine, are to be seen near most of the country houses not very 
distant frolu the Cape, and have been found to thrive most 
rapidly. It is true, the timber they produce is generally 
sha.l~el1 and unsound; but the oak \vhich has been intcoduced 

into the colony appears to be that ,·ariety of the Quercus 
Robur known in England by the name of Durmast oak, much 

of which 'gro,vs in the Ne,v Forest, and is but of little estima­
tien among shi~builders. It is distinguished by the acorns 
gro,ving in clusters, and each having a long foot stalk. The 
larch, whose gro,vth in Europe is rapid, and yet the tinlber as 
good or better than any of the pine tribe, \vould be an acqui .. 
sition and an ornament to the present naked hills of the Cape; 
and the beech ,vould n{) doubt thrive in those places where 
the poplar does so ·welt 

'There can be little doubt but a great variety of em-tic plants 
111ight be introduced ,vith success into the colony. The tea­
shrub, for instance, is already in the colony, and seems to 
thrive equally wen as in China; it is a hardy plant, and 
easily .propagated, and the soil, the climate, and general face 
of Southern Africa, bear a strong analogy to those provinces 

of China to \vhich it is indigenous. ThTee years ago a small 
coffee plant was brought from the island of Bourbon, and is 
no\v in fun berry, and promises to succeed .remarkably \vell-; 
the sugar cane equal1y so. The dwarf mulberry 'seems to 

1 
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thrive here q uite a~ ,veIl as in China; but the comnlon silk ... 
,vonn is not in the colony. Several species of "wild moths~ 
\lowever, spin their coccoons among the shrubby plants of 
Africa. Alnong these there is one species, nearly as large a"s 
th~ l\tlas, ,vhich answers to the description of the Papltia of 
Fabricius, whose food is the leaves of the Pl'otea Argenlea. 
the witteboom or silver tree of the Dutch; this WOrlD tnight 
probably by cultivat.ion be turned to SaIne account. Dr. 
Roxburgh is of opinion, that it is precisely the same insect 
,vhich spins the strong silk kllo,vn in Ilidia by the name of 
Tussach. The palma christi, from the seed of ,vhich is ex .. 
pressed the castor oil, and the aloe, ,vhosc juice produces the 
,veIl kno,vn drug of that name, are natives of the country, and 
nre nlet ,vith of spontaneous growth in the greatest plenty in 
every part of the colony; \vhich is also the case w'ith the cape 
olive, so like in habit and appearance to the cultivated plant 
of Europe, that there can be little doubt as 10 the success of 
the latter if 'once introduced. It is the more surprizing that 
the cultivated o1ive has 110t found its ,vay hither; since no ve­
getable oil, fit for culinary uses, is produced in the colony. 
'rhe Sesam'lt1n Orientale, to which I gave a fair trial, promised 
to do well on moist soils, but could not be cultivated with suc­
cess as an article of general produce. As green food for cattle, 
I had an opportunity of trying four species of millet of the 
genusllolcus,namc]y, the So rgltuln , thcSaccharatus, theSpicatus, 
and Bicolor. All of these, except the spicatlls, \vere cut down 
several times in the same season, afterwards gre,v to the height 
of six to ten feet, bore a plentiful crop of seed, sprung up 
afresh fronl the old stulnps in the winter, furnishing most ex­
cellent food for cows and horses throughout the ,vhole year. 
A species of Indian Lucerne, the Mcdicago esculenta, I cuIti .. 

YOL. II. 
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vated lvith equal success, gh'·ing, after being twice cn t dO'VD. 
a plentiful crop of seed. A small kidney bean, the Phaseolus 
lobatus, grew very rapidly, producing t,vo crops hi one season; 
this is an excellent species of food for cattle, whether given to 
them green or dried into hay, which is the case also \vith the 
lucerne. A strong tall dog's-tail-grass, the CY1l0SltT1.tS coracanus 
of India, . affording a wholesome food for nlan and beast, 
after being cut down twice, pruduced a crop of seed. Of 
this species of grass horses are extravagantly fond, and it 
'will remain green nearly through the winter. The culture of 
all these would be of the greatest importance to the welfare 
olthe colony. Nothing is so much ,vanted as green food for 
the cattle in the summer months when every kind of herbage 
is burnt up and disappears. The Cape might also be rendered 
valuable to the state on which it may be dependents by 
the cultivation of the different kinds of bemp for cordage and 
canvass, and which might be carried on to an unlimited extent. 
The Cannabis sativa, or common hemp, has been long planted 
here as a substitute for tobacco, but its cultivation was never 
atternpted for other purposes. It grows in the shape of a 
brancl)ing sbrub, losing entirely that habit of springing up in 
4\ single stem as it always appears in Europe; ,vhich is no 
doubt owing to its being planted singly. 'Vhen sown 
thick 011 the ground as in Europe, it is said to shoot up 
exactly in the saIne Dlanner, ascending to about the height 
of eight feet, and giving to all appearance a fibre of equal 
strength and tenacity to that ,vhere it iR usuaIIy culti .. 
vated; and it requires very little trouble in keeping clean on 
the ground. The diffel"ent plants of India, cultivated there for 
the purposes of hemp, ha,,·e been found to gro,v at the Cape 
fll])Y as ,veIl as in their nathye soil. Of these the Dlost COl&-
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!non are the Robinia cannabina, affording a fibre that is durable 
l1nder water, and on that account used in the east for fishing­
nets and tackle. 'rhe Jute of India, Corchorus olitorills, 

thrives very ,vel1, as docs also the IIibiscus cannabinus, \vhosc 
leaves, of a delicate subacid taste, serve as a sallad for the 
table, and the fibres of the stem as a flax fit for the manufac­
ture of cordage. A native species of hibiscus ,vhich I brought 
from the vicinity of Plettenberg's bay yields a henlp of an ex­
cellent quality, perhaps little inferior to that of the cannabis, 
or COlnmon hemp, which is most unquestionably the best nla .. 
terial yet discovered for the Inanufacture of strong cordage. 
The Janap of India, Crotula1'iajuncea, from ,vhich a strong 
coarse stuifis manufactured under the name of Gunney, seems 
to thrive very well in the climate ·of the Cape in sheltered 
situations; but its slender steln is unequal to the violence of 
the south-easterly gales of wind. Cotton and indigo may 
both be produced in any quantity in this colony; but the 
labor necessary in the preparation of the latter, and the enor­
mous price of slaves, or the hire of free workmen, would 
scarcely be repaid to the cultivator. That species of cotton 
plant called the lti1'sutum seems to sustain the south-east blasts 
of wind with the least degree of injury; but the Bourbon cot­
ton, originally from the 'Y cst Indies, has been found to thrive 
just as wcIl in the interior parts of the country, ,vhere the 
south-easters extend not with that degree of strength so as to 
cause any injury to vegetation, as on the island from whence 
it takes its nan1e. l\Iany of the India and China fruits are pro .. 
duced in the colony, and others introduced since it came into 
our hands, seem to bid fair success. But the article of produce, 
,vhich is best suited for the soil and thc clilnate of the Cape. 

x2 
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~s unquestionably tho vine, the culture and management of 
which are ho,vever very little understood. 

The vineyards, instead of being pruned dO'VD to the ground; 
so that the bunches of grapes frequently rest upon it, should 
be led up props or espaliers, or trailed, as in 1\tIadeira, along 
the surface of lattice lvork. The strong Spanish reed that 
grows abundantly in the colony is ,veIl suited for this purpose, 
which lvotdd not only free the grapes from the peculiar earthy 
taste that is always communicated to the wine, but would 
cause the same extent of vineyard to produce more than 
double the quantity of grapes. A fanlily or t\VQ froDl the 
island of l\1"adeira, to instruct them in the process of making 
,vine, would be of essential use to the colony. 

A better system of the tillage of corn 1ands could not fail 
to be productive of a considerable increase in the returns of 
grain. The breed of horses lIas so much improved since tho 
capture by the English, that these nlUY soon be substituted 
for oxen in all the purposes of husbandry, and ~nnall English 
ploughs Inade to supersede their present unwieldy machines, 
-requiring each from ten to sixteen oxen. 

'Vith respect to the country boors, it will require a long 
time before any effectual steps can be adopted for the im­
provenlent of their condition. Content ,vith the }losscssion 
of the mere ncccssal'ies of life, they scek for none of its COln­

forts, ,vhich, }lowever, arc sufficiently ,vithin theit" r~ach •. 
'fheir cattle alone, if any care ,verc bestowed upon them, 

. would procure for their families every cODyenieuce, and enable 
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them to live with decency. One great step to,\val'ds the bet­
tering of the condition of these people, lvould be the cstabli~h­
ment of fairs or markets at Algoa· Bay,. Plettenberg's Bay, 
Mossel Bay, and Saldanha. Bay; to lvhich, at certain fixcd 
periods, once a lllonth or quarter for instance, they might 
drive dOlvn their cattle,. and bring their other articles of pro­
d uce for sale .. 

This might inllnediately be effeeted by prohibiting the' 
butchers from. sending round their servants to collect cattle at 
the boors' houses; and by giving public· notice of the· times 
at which the markets would be held at the different places. 
At Algoa Bay a great variety of produce, besides sheep and 
}lorned cattle~ might be exhibited together,. not only from the 
boors t but also frorD- the I(affers and the I-Iottentots.. These 
people· ,vould,. no doubt,. be very glad to g~ve their ivory and 
skins of leopards and antelopes in exchang~ for iron, beads, 
and tobacco,. and perhaps coarse cloths, provided they ,vere 
allo,Yed to take the advantage of a fair and open Dlarket. The 
hOlley that abounds in all the forests would b~ collected by 
the I-Iottentots and brought to the Inarket at Plettenberg's 
Bay, where the great plcnty of timber might also lead to a 
Ycry extenshe commerce, and furnish enlployment for num­
bers of tbis race of natives, ,vho require only proper encou­
ragell1Cnt to heC0111e valuable members of society. i\.n esta-· 
blishment of l\Ioraviall missionaries- at this bay would prove of 
infinite benefit to the colony. It would be difficult to per­
suade the boor of this, and nothing would conyince hiln of 
~hc truth of it, but the circurnstance of his being able to pro­
cure as good a ,vaggon for 150 or 200 rix dollars as he must 
now purchase at the rate of 400 dollars iu Cape rrown. rrhere· 
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is not any part of this extensive settlclIlent tllat is capable of 
such improvement as the country ,vhich is contiguous to 
Plcttenberg's Bay, and I should hope that the British Govern .. 
ment, \vhen the colony is once permanently annexed to the 
Elnpire, ns I am confident, sooner or later, must be the case, 
,viiI adopt a plan similar to that ,vhich a single individual ill 
Holland had in contelnplation, and bad actua])y taken mea­
sures to carry into execution, ,vhen the war breal·dng out, un­
fortunately put an end to the laudable undertaking. He ob­
tained frOl11 the Dutch Govcrnlnent a. grant of the whole 
district of Plettenberg's Bay, on condition of paying a certain 
Hnnual rent. This district he meant to divide into one hundred 
portions, 011 each of ,vhich was to be placed an industrious 
family to be scnt out from Europe, either Dutch or Germans, 
to be furnished with stock, l1ten~ils, implements of husbandry, 
and every article that was requisite for carrying on the useful 
trades, and to cultivate the soil; but they were not to be al­
lowed to purcllase or to employ a single slave. Every kind of 
labor was to be performed by themselves and by I-Iottentots, 
,vhom they ,vere directed to encourage. IIow easily might a 
hundred industrious families be found in the United Kingdom, 
ready to embrace so favorable an opportunity of exercising 
their capital, their skill and activity, in so fine a climate, and 
so fertile a tract of country. 

It would be no small advantage to the boors, ,vho d\vell 
some hundred miles froD) the sea-coast, to carry back in their 
'waggons a quantity of salted fish, which might be prepared to 
any extent at all the bays; this article would not only furnish 
them with an agreeable variety to their present unremitting 
consumption of flesh meat three times a day, but would serve , 
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also, according to their own ideas, as a corrective to the Sll­

perabundance of bile \vhich the exclusive use of butchers' 
meat is supposed to engender. To cultivate the fisheries on 
the coast of Africa would afford the Ineans of employment and 
an ample source of provision for a great number of Hottentot 
families .. 

At Mossel Bay, besides the fisHeries, there are two articles, 
the natur~l produce of the country, in the collection and pre­
paration of which. the Hottentots might very ad v'antageously 
be· employed,. both to themselves and to the community •. 
These are aloes and barilla, the plant that produces the first 
growing in every part of the district that surrounds the bay,. 
and that from the ashes of which the other 'is procured being 
equal1y .abundant in the plain through which the Olifant River 
flows at no great distance from the bay. Here too the culti­
vation of g.rain and pulse might be greatly extended~ 

I' If the introduction of Chinese were effected, the markets of 
Cape To\vn ~nd Saldanha Bay could not fail to be most 
abundantly supplied with ,vine, grain, pulse, fruit, and vege­
tables; probably to such a degree as not to be excelled in 
the world, either for price, quality, or· quantity. 

The consequence of such a systeln of establishing markets 
would be the immediate erection or villages at these places. 
To each village might be allowed a church, ,vith a clergyman, 
who might act at the same tinle as village schoolmaster. 'rhe 
farmers' children put out to board ,vou1d contribute to the 
speedy enlargelnent of the villages. 'rhe farmers ,vould thus 
be excited to a sort. of. emulation, by seeing the produce of. 
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each other compared together, anel prices offered for them 
proportionate to their quality, instea.d of their being delivered 
to the butcher, as they no,v arc, good and bad together, at so 
~nuch per head. The good effects produced by occasionally 
nlecting in society \vould speedily be felt. 'fhe 1 an .. 
guor, the listlessness, and the heavy and vacant stare, that 
characterize the .African peasant, ,vould gradually ,vear off. 
The llleeting together of the young people ,vould promote 
·the dance, the song, and gambols on the village green, no\v 
totally unknown; and cheerfulness and conversation ,vould 
'succeed to the present stupid lounging about the house, sullen 
silence, and torpid apathy. 'fhe acquaintance with ne\v ob-
jects ,vould beget new ideas, rousinq; the dormant po\vers of 
the mind to energy., and of the body to action. By degrees, 
as he became more civilized by social intercourse, humanity 
as ,veIl as his interest ,vould teach him to give encouragement 
to the IIottentots in llis employ to engage in useful labor, 
and to fce], like liiInself, the benefits arising from honest 
industry. 

The establishment of villages in an extensive country thinly 
peopled, may be considered as the first step to a higher state 
of civilization. A town or a village, like the heart in tIle 
animal frame, collects, receives, and disperses the most vaIn .. 
able products of the country of which it is the centre, giving 
life and energy and activity by the constant circulation \vhich 
it promotes.. 'Vhereas while men continue to be thinly scat .. 
tered over a country, although they may have ,vithill their 
reach all the necessaries of life in a superfluity, they ·will have 
very fe\v of its comforts or even of its most ordinary conve ... , 
niencies. \Vithout a nlutual intercourse and assistance among 
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men, life would be a constant succession of 1!1akc-shifl~ a Id 
substitutions. 

The good effects resulting from such tneasures are not to 
be expected as the work of a day, but they are such as nligbt, 
in time, be hrought about. It. would not, however, be at­
tended ,vith nluch difficulty to bring the people closer t04 
gether, and to furnish them with the rneans of suitable edu4 
cation for their children; to open thenl new nlarkets for their 
produce, and, by frequent intercourse with one another, 
to make them feel the comforts and the conveniencies of social 
life. 'Vhether the Dutch wjlI be able to succeed in doing 
this, or whether they will give themselves the trouble of 
making the experiment, is doubtful, but when it shaH again 
become a British settlement, these, or similar regulations, 
would be ,yell deserving the attention of Government. 

But, above all, the establishment of a proper public school 
in the capital, with masters from Europe qualified to under­
take the different departrnents of literature, demands the first 
attention of the Government, whether it be Dutch or English. 
}"or as long as the fountain-head is suffered to remain troubled 
and muddy, the attelnpt ,vould be vain to purify the streams 
that issue frolll it. It is painful to see so great a number of 
promising young men as are to be found in Cape Town, en­
tirely ruined for ,vant of a suitable education. The Dlilld of 
a boy of fourteen cannot be supposed to remain in a state of 
inactivity, and if not employed in laying up a stock of useful 
kno,vledge, the chances are it will imbloe a taste for al1 the 
,,-ices with which it is surrounded, and of which the catalogue 
in this colony is by no means deficient. 

VOL. II. y 
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C HAP. II. 

Importante if'the Cape of Good Hope considered as a Mili/ary Statio". 

WHEN the Prince of Orange had dc~artcd from IIolland,. 
and the subsequent affairs of that nation had rendered it suf­
ficiently obvious that the Inajority of the inhabitants of the 
United Provinces ,vere inclined to adopt the revolutionary 
principles of France, it becanle a measure of precaution, in 
our government, to take immediate possession of the Dutch 
co1onies. Among these the Cape of Good Hope claimed the 
earliest attention, being considered as a settlelnent of too 
great importance to be trusted in the hands of the Dutch 
colonists, although it was \vell known that the principal as 
'well as the majority of the civil and nlilitary officers were in­
debted to their Prince for the situations they enjoyed in that 
colonial government. 

An expedition was accordingly sent out to take possession 
of the Cape, not ho\vever in a hostile manner, but to hold it 
in security for, and in the name of, the Prince of Orange, 
who had furnished letters dated from London to that effect. 
But the misguided people of the colony, having received only 
imperfect accounts of affairs in Holland, and being led to ex­
pect a French force at the Cape, had already embraced the 
princi111es of Jacobinism, whose effects were the more to be' 
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. dreaded on account of the consumnlatc iJtl0rance of the 
btl lk of the settlers. ~orne French c111issarics, those assid llOUS 

disturbers of the peace of 111aakind, ,vho, snake-like, have 
crept into every society and corner of the wolid, poisoning 
the springs of harmony and good order, found little difficulty 
in urging a people, already so ,veIl disposed, to carry their 
new principles into practice. 'rhe few officers of government 
,vho 'were supposed to be attached to the cause of the Studt­
holder, and friends to the old system, ,vere completely sub­
d ued; and the weakness of the governor favored the views of 
the disorderly citizens. They became clanlorous to declare 
themselves, by some public act, a free and independent rc­
l)uhlic; they prepared to plant tIle tree of liberty; and es .. 
tablished a convention, whose first object 'was to ulake out 
proscribed lists of those who ,vere either to suffer death by 
the new-fashioned mode of the guillotine, which they had 
taken care to provide for the purpose, or to be banished out 
of the colony. It is almost needless to state that the per ... 
sons, so marked out to be the victims of an unruly rabble, 
'were the only ,vorthy people in the settlement, and most of 
thenl members of government. 

'rhe slaves, 'v hose numbers of gro,vn men, as I have before 

obsen'ed, are about five to one of male ,vhites who have ar­
rived at the age of maturity, had also their meetings to decide 
upon the fate of the free and independent burghers, -"hen 
the happy days of their own emancipation should arrive, 
,vhich, from the conversations of their masters on the bless­
ings of liberty and equality, and the unalienable rights of 

v2 
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man, they were encouraged to hope could not be very 
distant. 

In this state of things the Brjti~h fleet appeared before the 
bay. The governor called an extraordinary council to de­
liberate upon the steps to be taken in this critical juncture. 
Some ,\?cre inclined to throw the settlement under the protec­
tion of the British flag, but the governor and the greater nUln­

ber, influenced, and perhaps intimidated, by the- citizens, 
listened to the absurd proposals of resisting the English force 
and, if successful, as they dOll bted not they wonld be, of set .. 
ting up immediately a free and independent republic of their 
own. They talked of the thousands and ten thousands of 
couragcous boors who, on the signal of alarnl being given, 
would flocl{ to the Batayian standard; so ignorant were they 
of the nature and the number of their valiant countrymen. The 
burgll,er cavalry, a militia of country boors, who were th~n in 
the vicinity of the town, were immediately called out, and a 
fe\v hundreds reluctantly obeyed the summons. The con­
duct and the cowardice of this undisciplined rabble, \vhosc 
martial spirit had hitherto been tried only in their expeditions 
against the native IIottentots, Dlight easily have bcen fore­
seen. A. fe\v shot from the America ship of \var, striking the 
rocks of l\iuisenberg, soon cleared that ilnportant pass; and 
caused the regular troop{ to retreat to 'Vynberg, \vhich is a 
tongue of land projecting from the cast side of the Table 
~Iountain, and about eight miles from Cape 'rown: the IIot­
ten tot corps still loitered about the rocks and did some nlis­
chief but, being speedily dislodged, fell back also upon 
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"Vynberg; after which the bra\'e burgher cavalry scanlpcred 
away to their respective lllxnes without once stopping to look 
behind theIn. 

The British troops, led on by Genera] Sir J anles Craig, 
under the orders of Sir Alured Clarke', Inarched to attack the 

cnelny on their ele\'ated post; and having, by the assistance 
of the sailors, brought his guns and artillery to bear upon 
thenl, a few shot caused thenl to retreat within their lines. 
rrhe English encanlped on the spot from which they had 
dislodged the enemy; who, finding it in vain any longer to 
oppose a feeble resistance, sent, in the Iniddle of tile night, 
a flag of truce to propose a capitulation, which ,vas acceded 
to and, the next day, concluded between .the two parties. 
Most of the members of the governn1ent that ,vere well 
disposed to the Prince of Orange, and had conducted them­
selves with propriety, ,vere continued in office; and thus the 
plans of the J acobin party were, fol' the present, completely 
defeated. 

'Vhen the news of this cyent first reached England, the 
acquisition of so yaluable a settlement was considered of the 
utmost iInportance to the British empire, and particularly to . 
the East India Company, as being the grand out-work and 
a complete barrier to tlleir vast possessions in India. So 
forcibly was the public nlind impressed with an opinion of 
the great advantages that would result to the nation at 1.Jrgc 
frotn the possession of the Cape, that tr.e question 'vas im­
mediately started and discussed among persons entrusted with 
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the management of the first political and cOlnmerciul interest,; 
of the elllpirc-Under what tenure it ~hould be held? 
'Vhether the Cape should be considered as a foreign cepcn­
dency of the crown, and subject to the same regulations as aU 
the other colonies are; or, as a post to he annexed to tIle 
possessions which are under the administration of the East 
India COlupany? 'rhosc ,vho held the latter opinion as a mat­
ter of right quoted the charter granted by Queen E1i~abeth, by 
,vhich the COlnpany are allowed the privilege of a free and 
sole trade into the countries of Asia, Africa, and America, 
or any of them beyond the Cape of Buona Esp('rauza, to the 
Streights of l\Iagellan. 'fhose, ,vho ,vere inclined to think 
that the charters of the East lndia Company gave thcln no 
claim to· the Cape, brought forward the charter they received 
from Charles the Second, in which no mention whatever is 
made of Africa. 

'Vhile these questions ,vere in agitation, two general plans 
floated in the mind of Mr. Dundas (no,v Lord Melville); 
both of which were so conceived as to combine the interests 
of the public with those of the East India Company. One 
of these plans supposed the Cape to be a foreign dependency 
of the Crown, and included such provisions a.nd regulations 
as \vere compatible with the interests and the chartered pri­
vileges of the East India Company: the other inv:ested the 
territorial possession in the East India Company, but pro .. 
posed such regulations as- were calculated to promote the 
general comnlercial prosperity of the British empire. And, 
in the mean time, until one or other of these plans should be 
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adopted, the settlement was to be considered as dependent 
on the Crown, and to he administered by the executive power, 
as constitutionally responsible to Parliament. 

Every precaution ,vas also taken that the rights and privi­
leges of the East India Company should suffer no infringe .. 
mente The exclusive advantage of supplying the Cape ,vith 
India and China goods 'was immediately and unconditionally 
granted to them. And the regulations adopted in conse .. 
q uence by the Earl of Macartney, and the vigilance that 
was constantly employed under his government, prevented 
and defeated every attern pt to undermine their interests, and 

.... 

were productive of a source of considerable profit to- the 
Conlpany. 

It 'vas, in fact, the well known integrity of his Lordship's 
character, and the ab1e and decided Dleasures employed by 
hirD, on various trying occasions, for promoting and combin .. 
ing the interests of the East India Company with the honor 
of the Crown, and the commercial prosperity of the British 
empire, that determined the minister in his choice of him as 
governor for this important acquisition: and his Lordship 
,vas accordingly nominated, without his kno,vledge, whilst 
absent on public service in Italy. 

As little doubt ,vas entertained, at that time, either by his 
llajesty's ministers or the public, that the Cape would be­
~ome, at a general peace, a settlel"nent in perpetuity to Eng­

land, great pains were employed in drawing up instructions 
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and in fi'anling such regulations as appeared to be best cal· 
culated for promoting the prosperity of the colony, securing· 
the interests of the East India Company, and extending the 
commerce and navigation of Britain. Its irnportancc, in 
fact, ,vas decmed of.such magnitude, that it ,vas a resolution 
of the rninister from which he never meant to recede, "'rhat 
" no foreign po,ver, directly or indirectly, should obtain 1)OS­

" session of the Cape of Good I-lope, for, that it ,vas the 
" physical guarantee of the British tcrritol'ies in India." Its 
political irnportance, indeed, could be doubted by Ilone; its 
cOlnmercial advantages were believed by a11. 

Yet, after every precaution that had been employed for 
securing t.he privileges, increasing the cOl1veniency,· and pro .. 
moting the interests, of the East India COIllpany in this 
settlement, it was but too apparent that an inclination pre­
vailed in some of the Directors to disparage or under\7alue it. 
'Vhat their IDotilres may have been, I do not pretend to de­
termine; nor will I suppose that a body of men, ,vho have 
always been renlarkable for acting upon the broad basis of 
national prosperity, could, in the present instance, so far de­
viate frool their usual line of conduct, as to bend to the in­
fluence of any little jealousy about patronage or prerogative, 
,vhen the we1fare of the public was so nearly concerned. 
The opinions of men, it is true, when grounded on nloral 
events, are sometimes fugitive, and yield to circunlstances : 
it were difficult, however, to assign any eyent or circum­
stance that could ha.ve operated so as to produce any f£aSOfl­

able grounds for a change in the opinion of the Directors of 

2 
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the East India Company, in the' course of the last twenty 
years, with regard to the value of the Cape of Good Hope: 
many have occurred to enhance its importance. 

That they did consider it of the utmost consequence, to .. 
'wards the end of the American war, is sufficiently evident 
from the conduct they adopted at that tinle. The moment 
that a Dutch war ,vas found to be inevitable, towards the 
close of the year 1780, Lord North, whose sentiments on this 
point were in perfect agreelnent with those of the Directors, 
lost no time in communicating to the secret committee of the 
East India COlnpany the information of it; in order, that 
they might take or suggest such measures, without delay,· as 
the event might render most conducive to their interests. 
The chairnlan and deputy chairman, who, if I mistake not, 
at that time, were Mr. Devaynes and Mr. Sullivan, lost not 
a moment in consulting ,vith such of their officers as happened 
to be then in London, and ,vere supposed to be qualified to 
giv'e good information. The result of their deliberations 'vas a 
proposal, in the event of a Dutch ,val', to take possession of 
the Cape of Good I-Iope, as a measure of the utmost import­
ance to the East India Company's concerns; and as this 
proposal met the concurrence of the minister, a squadron was 
itnnlediately dispatched under the command of Commodore 
Johnston, who carried under his convoy their outward-bound 
fleet. Having anchored for refreshments in Porta Praya Bay, 
he was overtaken by Suffrein, with whonl he fought an inde­
cish:-e battle, which enabled the French to reach the Cape 
of Good Hope, and to place it in such a state of security that 

VOL. II. z 
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the Commodore did no1t'think it prudent to make the attack, 
but contented hirnself with the capture of a few Dutch India­
men in Saldanha Bay; 'whilst the French Admiral, having 
refitted and refreshed his squadron at the Cape, proceeded to 
Mauritius, and frol~ thence to the Indian Seas with his ships 
and men in the highest order; a circumstance that was at­
tended with no small degree of detritn{~nt and annoyance to 
the trade and possessions of the 'East India COlnpany, as 
,veil as of expence and inconvenience to the Crown. 1?or the 
failure, in the grand object of this expedition, not only gave 
the enemy the vast ad vantage of landing and refreshing their 
seamen and troops, who were soon recruited by the invigorat­
ing effects of a temperate climate and abundance of fresh 
provisions, frui~s, and vegetables, but it likewise enabled him 
to keep a fleet almost constantly at sea, by the provisions 
and naval stores it received from the Cape through Mauritius 
by agents residing at the former place. 'fheir own islands of 
Mauritius and Bourbon furnish no such supply, their produc­
tions not being adequate to the consumption of the inhabitants 
and the garrisons. 

The French, in fact, have always contrived to refit and 
provision th~ir ships, and to send their armaments supplied 
with stores to the Indian Seas from the Cape of Good Hope. 
Had it not been for the supplies furnished from this settle­
ment, together ,vith the possession of the harbour of Trinco­
malee, it would bave been utterly impossible for Suffrein to 
have supported his fleet, or maintained the contest with us in 
the manner he did. 
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It ,vas not, indeed, without a full conviction of its great 
utility to England, as well as of encumbrance to the Dutch, 
by the enormous expenee it occasioned, that l\Ir. Dundas 
was induced, in the considerations on the treaty between 
Great Britain and Holland, translnitted to the British ambas­
sador at the I-Iague in 1787, to propose to them the cession 
of certain stations in India, \vhich were to thelll of little 
weight, either in a political or commercial point of view. 
'rhe reasoning enlployed on this occasion was, "'fhat the 
" Cape was invaluable in the hands of a nlaritime power, be .. 
" iog really and truly the key to India, which no hostile fleet 
" could pass or repass, as the length of the previous voyage, 
" either fronl India or Europe, must have disabled such a 
" fleet, in a certain degree, before it could reach the Cape­
" that it was the interest of Holland itself that the Cape and 
" Trincomalee shou1d belong to Great Britain; because Hol­
" land must either be the ally of Britain or of France in 
" India; and because Great Britain only can be an useful 
" ally of I-Iolland in the East-that the Dutch were not able 

" to protect their settlenlents in th~t quarter, and Britain 
" fuBy competent to their protection-that the Cape and 
" Trincomalee were not commercial establishments, and that 
" the maintenance of them was burthensome and expensive 
" to the Dutch- but that the force required to protect the 
" British Indian possessions woulrl render the qefence of the 
U Dutch settlements nluch less so to Britain." 

'rhe :Earl of ~1acartney was not less convinced of the 
policy, nor less persuaded of the readiness, of the Dutch to 

leave the Cape in our hands, provided they were allowed to 
z 2 
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have a choice of their own. In his letter to 1\Ir. Dundas'~ 
dated October 1797, he observes, " The power and influence 
" of Holland appear to me so irretrievable, that it is impos­
" sible she can ever again hold an independent possession of 
" the Cape. Indeed, before the war, sbe ,vas neither rich 
" enough to maintain its establishments, nor strong enough 
" to govern its people, and, I believe, had it not been for our 
" conquest of the country, it would soon have attempted to 
" become independent. As Holland is likely to be in future 
" less powerful at home, and consequently less respectable 
" abl'oad, and as the Cape would be a bl1rthen to her, not 
" easy to bear, it \vould 110t be against her interest to leave it 
" in our hands, for in such case she might derive, without any 
" expence, all the advantages of its original intvntion, which 
" was that of a place of refl'eshment for her COIDlnerce to 
" the eastward; and there are other circumstances \vbich, 
" were she now in a situation dispassionately to consider, I 
" have reason to imagine, \vould lcad her to adopt this sen­
ce timent. 'fhe French (who, to speak of them in the Ian .. 
" guage of truth and experience, and not in the jargon of 
" pretended Cosmopolites, are, and ever must be, our natural 
" enclnies) can only ,vish to have the Cape either in their 
" o\vn }lands, or in those of a ,veak power" that they may use 
" it as an instrument towards our destruetion; as a channel 
,_, for pouring through it an irresistibI~ deluge upon our 
" Indian possessions to the south,vard of the Guadavery. Of 
" this I aID so perfectly convinced, that if it shall be found 
" impracticable for us to retain the sovereignty of the Cape. 
" and the French are to become the masters of it, either 
,. per se, aut per alium, then we must total1y alter our present 
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" system, and a,dopt such measures as will shut thenl out of 
" India entirely, and render the possession of the Cape and 
" of the isles of France and Bourbon of as little use to them 
" as possible." 

)Vhatever might 11ave been the feelings of the Duteh with 
regard to the Cape, under the old government, I have high 
authority in saying that Holland never did expect, and in­
deed had scarcely a wish for, the restoration of this colony at 
a peace; well knowing that they would be allowed by the 
English to enjoy the ad vantages of refreshing and provision­
ing their ships, without the expenee of maintaining it. In 
fact they are utterly unable to support a garrison sufficient 
for its defence; and so conscious were they of it that a pro­
position was made, on the part of Sehimmelpenninck, to 
declare the Cape a free port, to be placed under any flag 
except their own. But the only power that Holland pos­
sessed, in framing the treaty ,of peace, was a mere name; 
and all the territories that ,vere nominally restored to the Bata­

vian Republic were virtually given up to France. As a proof 
of the superior light in which the Dutch consider their settle­
ments in the East, from which they dra\v their coffee, pepper, 
and other spices, it may be observed that they have com­
pletely stripped the Cape of every ship of war, which, with 
seven or eight hundred troops, have proceeded for the de­
fence of Java and the Molucca Islands; from these they 
draw a considerable revenue, but the Cape is a burden which 

their finances are little able to support. 
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I ba\?c stated thus muell ,vith regard to the opinions that 
have hitherto been held of the importance of the Cape of 
Good IIopc to the British trade and settlements in India, at 
a time when we ,vere made to feel the inconvenience of its 
being in the possession of an enenlY, or even of a neutral 
power, because a very sensible change of opinion appears to 
llave taken place fro 01 the very moment it became a de­
pendency on the British Crown. For it is very certain that 
the Directors of the East India Company did Dot only assume 
an affected indifference, with regard to this settlement, but 
e·mployed agents to depreciate its value in the House of 
Comnlons, and endeavoured to discourage the retention of it 
in the most effectual nlanner they possibly could have thought 
of, by shewing and proving to the ,vorld, as they imagined 
they had done, that the possession of the Cape ,vas of no use 
whatsoever to their conlmerce, or their concerns in India. 
'Vith this vie\v th~ commanders of all the ships in their em­
ploy were forbidden, in the most positive terms, to touch at 
the Cape, either in their outward or their homeward bound 
passage, except such, on the return voyage, as ,vere destined 
to supply the settlement with Indian goods. 

But this iII-judged and absurd order defeated itself. 
Though the strength and constitution of English seamen, 

· corroborated by wholesome food, may support them on a 
passage from India to England,. shortened as it no\v is by the 
modern impro\"cments in the art of navigation, without the 
necessity of touching at any intcrolediate port, yet this is not 
the case with regard to the Lascars, or natives of India who, 
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in time ·of war, constitute frequently more than two-thirds of 
the crew. These poor creatures, whose chief sustenance is 
rice, oil, and vegetables, are ill calculated to suffer a long 
privation of their usual diet, and still less so to bear the cold 
of the southern ocean, especially in the ,vinter season. By 
them the Cape was looked up to as a half-way house, where 
a stock of fresh supplies was to be had, and where the delay 
of a few days had a wonderful effect in recruiting their health 

and spirits. And the event very soon shewed that such a half­
,vay house, to such people, was indispensably necessary; for the 
Directors were obliged to countermand their order as far as it 
regarded those ships that 'were navigated by the black natives 
of India. 

Whenever it has happened that government ,vas under the 

necessity of sending out troops in ships navigated by Lascars, 
a greater degree of sickness and mortality has prevailed than 
in ships entirely manned by Europeans; and under such cir­
cumstances it ,vould be highly criniinal to attempt to run 
from Europe to India without stopping at some intermediate 
port, not only to procure refreshnlents for the troops and 
Lascars,· but to clean and fumigate the ships in order to pre­
vent contagious diseases. 'rhe two Boy regiments, as they 
are usually called, the 22d and S4th, which it ,vas necessary 
to send to the Cape as a reinforcement of the garrison, after 
the able and effective men had been sent away to Madras, 
who soon after so materially assisted in the conquest of 
Seringapatam, arrived in a dreadful state at the Cape; the 
disease had gained such a height, that if the Cape had not 
at that time been in our possession it was universally be-
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lieved not an officer nor a man could possibly have survived 
the voyage to India. Yet the same ships, after being pro· 
per]y ,vashed, scoured, and fUDligated, and the crews com­
pletely refreshed, carried on other troops to their destination 
,vithout the loss of a single man. 

How far the conduct of the Directors was compatible \vith 
the interests of the East India Proprietors, who have COD­

signed them to their management, I shall endeavour to point 
out in the subsequent pages, and to state some of those ad­
yantages that \vould have resulted to the British nation in 
general, and to the East India Company in particular, by 
annexing the Cape to the foreign possessions of England; 
and the serious consequences that must infallibly ensue fronl 
its being in the possession of an enelny. Opinions on this 
subject, it ,vould seem, are ,videly different; on which ac­
count a fair and impal,tial statement of such circumstances as 
may tend to elucidate a doubtful point, may not be deemed 
impertinent, and Inay ultimately be productive of good, by 
assisting those, to whose care the best interests of the country 
are committed, to form their judgment on facts local1y col­
lected, and brought in some order together under one point 
of vie\v. It is not unimportant to premise that such facts 
were either taken from authentic and official doculDents, or 
fell immediately under lny own observation. 

I proceed then, in the first place, to consider the Cape of 
Good IIope in the view of a military stati9n; by which term 
I do not 111ean to confine nlyself to the mere garrison that 
may be considered necessary for the defence of the settle .. 
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mellt, but to extend the acceptation of the lvord to that of a 
military dep6t, or place suitable for collecting and forming, 
·so as always to have in readiness, a body of troops, either 
belonging to his Majesty's regular reginlents, or to the arluies 
of the East India Company, fitted and prepared for foreign 
service, and seasoned for the climates either of the East or 
the 'Vest Indies. 

A very general notion seems to have been entertained in 
this country in all our foroler ,vars, by people who consider 
only the outlines or superficies of things, and such, by the 
way, constitute by far the largest portion of mankind, that i£ 
the minister can contrive to furnish money, the money will 
supply Inen, and these men will form an army. It is true 
they will so; just as a collection of oak timber brought to 
a dock-yard will form a ship. But a great deal of labor is 
necessary in the seasoning, hewing, and shaping of such tim­
ber, and a great deal of judgment arid practice still required 
,to arrange and adapt the several parts to each other, so that 
they may act in concert together, and form a complete whole 
that shall be capable of performing all the effects that were 
intended to be produced. Thus is it also in the formation of 
an army. It is not enough to collect together a body of men 
and to put arms into their hands. They must be classed and 
arranged, seasoned and inured to a certain lvay of life; ex­
ercised in certain motions and positions of the body, until 
long practice has rendered them habitual and easy; they must 

"-
be taught to act in an uniform and simultaneous movement, 
and in such a manner that the separate action of the indi­
,riduals shall forln one united impulse, producing the greatest 
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possible effect of aggregated strength. They nlust also be 
taught to preserve their health and strength by habits of 
temperance and cleanliness, and to take care of themselves in 
the various circUlustances that may occur of situation and 
climate. 

Such a body of men, so formed and prepared, may properly 
be called soldiers. And no small degree of attention and 
judgment is required to bring a body of men to such a state 
of discipline. Yet it is highly important that all troops, in­
tended to be sent on foreign service, should at least be partly 
formed, and instructed in the art of taking proper care of 
themselves, previous to their embarkation. Being once ac­
customed to habits of cleanliness and regularity, they are less 
liable to fall 'a sacrifice to the close confinenlent and want of 
room in a ship; and the inconveniencies of a long sea voyage 
will always be less felt by persons thus prepared than by ra\v 
undisciplined recruits, who are apt to' be heedless, s]ovenly~ 
and irregular. 

But even old seasoned troops, after a long sea-voyage, are' 
generally found to be disqualified, during a considerable time, 
for any great exertion. The tone or elasticity of the mind. 
has ~ecome relaxed as well as the habit of body. Let 
anyone recollect how he felt after a long sea-voyage, and 
ask hinls~lf if he were capable of" the same exertion, and of 
undergoing the saIne fatigue, immediately after landing as 
before his embarkation. The answer, I fancy, will be in 
the negative. The limbs, in fact, )"equire to be exercised in 
order to regain their usual motions, and the lungs Dlust have 
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practice before they will play with their usual fl·eedom in 
the chest. And these effects, adverse to prompt and ener­
getic action, will generally be proportioned to the length 
of the voyage, and the privations to which men must neces­
sarily submit. 

The very able and intelligent writer of the P1·ecis des evene­
mens militaires, or Epit01ne of military events, seems to ascribe 
the defeat of the Russian column, commanded bv General .. 
lIermann, in the affair at Bergen where it was almost cut to 
pieces, to their marching against the enemy irllmediately after 
landing from a sea-voyage, although it had not been very 
long. He observes that, "by being crow'ded on board 
" .transports, and other inconveniencies experienced at· sea, 
" n.ot only a considerable number of individuals are weak­
" ened to such a degree that they are incapable of any ser­
" vice, but whole ·corps sometilnes present the same disad­
,~ 'vantages-the extreme inequality of strength that, in such 
" cases, pre\Tails between the individuals or co~stitu~nt parts 
" of corps, is, at once, destructi \'e of. . their aggregated and 
" combined impulse." 

If then such be the effects produced on seasoned troops, 
on. a sea-voyage of a moderate length only, they must be 
doubly felt by yaung recruits unaccustolned to the necessary 
precautions for preserving their llealth. In fact, a raw re­
cruit, put on board a ship in England, totally unformed and 
undisciplined, will .be much farther from being a soldier, 
when he arrives in Indi.a, than when he first stepped on board. 
The odds are .great that he dies upon the passage, Qr that be 
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arrives under incurable disease. I think I have heard that 
not more than three out of fi"'e are calculated upon as able 
to enter the lists on their arrival in India; and that of those 
who may chance to arrive in tolerable health, a great pro­
portion may be expected to die in the seasoning, from the 
debilitating effects of a hot climate. India is, perhaps, the 
'worst place in the \vhole world for forming an European 
recruit into a soldier. Unable to bear the fatigue of being 
exercised, his spirits are moreover depressed by observing 
how little exertion men of the same rank and condition as 
hinlself are accustomed to make. It cannot, therefore, be 
denied toat, as long as it shall be found necessary to recruit 
our large armies in India with European troops" it \vould 
be a most desirable object to be in possession of some 
middle station to break the length of the sea-voyage; a sta­
tion which at the same time enjoys a middle temperature 
of climate, between the extremes of heat and cold, to season 
the body and adapt it to sustain an increased quantity of the 
one or the other. 

The Cape of Good Hope eminently points out such a 
station.. Its geographical position on the globe is so com­
manding a feature, that the bare inspection ~f a map, \vith­
out any other infor~ation~ must at once obtrude its im­
portance and value in this respect. Its distance from the 
coast of Brazil is the ,'oyage of a Inonth; from the Dutch 
colonies of Surinam, Demarara, .Berbice, and Essiquebo, 
with the 'Vest India islands, six \vceks; the sanle to the Red 
Sea; and t\VO IDonths to the coasts of l\falabar and Coro­
mandel. 'Vith the east and the west coasts of Africa and 
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the adjacent islands, it ~ommands a ready COlllDlunicatioll at 
all seasons of the year. A place so situated, just half ,vay 
between England and In~ia, in a temperate and ,vholesomc 
climate, and productive of refreshments of every description, 
would naturally be supposed to hold out such irresistible ad­
vantages to the East India Company, not only by its happy 
position and local ascendancy, but also by the means it af­
fords of opening a new mark~t and intermediate depository 
for their trade and commodities, that they \vould have been 
glad to purchase, at any price, an acquisition of such im­
mense importance; and that such great ad vantages as it 
possessed, however they might be blinked by ,some or un­
known to others, would speedily have forced a general con­
viction of their value, in spite of real ignorance or affected 
indifference. 

One might also have supposed that the possession of the' 
Cape of Good IHope would have suggested itself to the East 
India Company as a place which would have removed many, ' 
if not all, of the difficulties that occurred to them, on the 
renewal of their privileges in 1793, when a dep6t for their 
recruits in Britain was in contemplation. The principal re­
gulations proposed for such depository of troops, as contained 
in " Historic View of Plans fO'l" British India," ,vere the fol­
lowing :-" That the age of the Company's recruits should 
" be from twelve to fifteen or twenty, because, at this period 
" of life, the constitution was found to accommodate itself 
.;, most easily to the different variations of climate-that the 
" officers of the police should be enlpowered to transfer to 
" the depOt all such helpless and indigent youths as might 
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"be found guilty of lllisdemeanors and irregularities ap­
" proaching to crinles-that the said officers of police and others 
" should be authorized to engage destitute .and helpless young 
" 1l1Cll in a service, where they would have a comfortable sub­
" sistence, and an honourable employment-that the young 
" men so procured should be retained in Great Britain, at the 
" depot, fe>f a certain tinle, in order to be instructed in sucb 
~, branches of education as ,vould qualify for the duty ofa non­
" comnlissioned officer, and in those military exercises which 
." form them for imulediate service in the reginlcnts in India." 

No\v of all the places 011 the surface of the globe, for the 
establishnlcnt of such a deptlt, the Cape of Good Hope is pre­
eminently distinguished. In the first place, there ,vould be 
110 difficulty in conveying them thither. At all seasons of 
the year, the outward bound ships of the COlnpany, private 
traders, or ,vhalers, sail from England, and the more they 
,vere distributed among the ships the greater the probability 
,vould be that none of thenl died on the passage. There is 
not, perhaps, any place on the face of the earth which in 
e\rery .respect is so suitable as the Cape for forming thelD into 
soldiers. It possesses, among other good qualities, three 
advantages that are invaluable-healthiness of climate­
cheapness of subsistence-and a favourable situation for 
speedy intercourse with most parts of the ,vorld, and par~ 
ticularly ,vith India. I .shallinake a few remarks on each of 
these points.. 

To establish the fact of the healthiness of its climate, I do not 
·c;onsider it as necessary to produce copies of the regular returns 

1 
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of deaths in the several regIments that, for seven years, llavc 

been stationed at the Cape of Good Hope. Such dry details­
furnish very little of the useful and less of the llgreeablc. 
They might, indeed, serve to shew',. on a comparison with 
other returns sent in frODl. different foreign stations, llow very 
trifling was, the mortality of troops-in this settlement. It win 
be sufficient, however,. for my purpose to observe, that Lord 
Macartney,. in order to sa.ve a vast and. an unnecessaryex .. 
pence to the public, found it expedient to break up the 
hospital staff, .. which,. in fact, was~ become perfectly useless, 
there. being at that time no sick \vhatsoever in the general 
hospital, . and so few as scarc.ely ,vorth the noticing: in the 
regimental hospitals; and the surg.eons of the regiments ac-· 
knowledged that those felv under their care were the victims· 
of intemperance and. irregularity. At this time the strength. 
of the garrison consisted of more than Ii ve. thousand men. 

Shortly after the capture,.it is true, ,a considerable sickness. 
prevailed among the British tr?ops, and.great numbel·s died,. 
a circumstance that was noticed, and at the same time fully 
explained, by General Sir James Craig in l1is letter to l\fr. 
Dundas,. about three months after the cession of the colony. 
He observes· that the soldiers of the Dutch East India Com .. · 
pany were oblig~d to furnish their own bedding and blankets, 
as ,veIl as the necessary g.arrisol1 and camp furniture; so that,. 
,vhen the Dutch entered into the capitulation ... not a single 
article of gaTrison I furniture could be claimed; and as the 
shops, at that time, furnished no such materials, the men were 
obliged to sleep on the bare flag-stones in the great barrack,. 
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until a supply of blankets and camp utensils of every kind 
. could be sent out from England. 

I nvalids from India recover very quickly at the Cape. The 
servants of the East India Company are allowed to proceed 
thus far on leave of abfence ,vithout prejudice to their rank; 
and here they genera]]y experience a speedy recovery. 'fhe 
two Boy regilllents, whom I have already mentioned to have 
suffered severely on the passage from England in ships navi­
gated by I.Jascars, and who landed in fact at the height of a 
malignant and contagious disease, rapidly recovered; and, 
in the course of tlVO years, from being a parcel of weakly 
boys, unable to carry their musquets, became, two very fine 
regiments, fit for service in any part of the world. When the 
orders, indeed, for the final evacuation of the Cape ,vere 

. countermanded, the 34th regiment, which tlVO years before 
had excited the pity of everyone ,vho saw then1, enfeebled 
as they were by disease, and unfit, from their tender years, 
for the fatigue~ of soldiers, 'vas now a very essential part of 
the strength of the garrison. 

It may, therefore, I think, be safely concluded, that the 
climate of the Cape is not only salubrious, but that it is par .. 
ticularly favourable for forming young and ra\v recruits into 
soldiers. And it ,vould appear, moreover, that the salutary 
effects of this climate are not merely local, but that their 
seasoning efficacy is extended beyond the hemisphere of 
Southern Africa, and qualifies, in a very remarkable manner, 
the ralV recruit and the seasoned soldier for the climate of 
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India, and the still more trying situation of the voyage thither. 
'l'he constitution 'would seem to acquire, by a ffnv years resi­
dence at the Calle, a strength and vigour ,vhich not only en .. 
able it to surmount the inconveniencies of the sea, but, 
contrary to what usually happens, to sustain the fatigue or 
long and continued mal:ches in a hot climate, inlOlediately 
nfter diselnbarkation. 

,'fhe truth of this observation was made evident by a DUm ... 

ber of instances lvhich occurred during the seven 'years that 
the Cape remained in our possession; but in none lDore 

. strongly than that, in th~ government of Lord ]\{acartney, 
,vhen three almost complete regiments of infantry, the 84th. 
the 86th, and the Scotch brigade, were embarked and sent 
off, at a fe\v days' notice, under the command of ~Iajor-Ge .. 
neral Baird, to join the army of India against Tippoo Sultauo. 
'fhis reinfol'Ccnlent, consisting of upwards of two, tiiousand 
!Den in their shoes, ,arrived to a man, and in the highest state 
i)f health; took the freld the day after their landing; Dlarched 
into the 1\lysore country; co-operated with the Indian army, 
and contributed very materially towards the conquest of 
Seringapataln. The very man (lVlajor-Gencral Daird), under 
,vhose C01TIlnand they sailed f .. OUI the Cape bt.t a few months 
.lcf(u-e, led thenl on to storm tb:is celebrated c31Jitai of the 
1\Iysore kingdoln. 

One might have 1;upposed that the facility and succesS of 
throwing reinforCClllents into India, exenlplified ill this re .. 
markable instance, ,vould have stamped on the minds of the 
Directors of the l:a~t India COlllpanyan indelible ,~alue on 
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the Cape. "lJ.r possessing and inlprO\'illg the ad\"antugc~ of 
. d· 1 f I "1. " scasolllllg HIl prcpanng Ollr troops at tue vape, (JUsenoes 

Loru j\lacHrtney ill his 1ette," to Lord l\IeIvillc 00 the ilnport ... 
ancc of the settlclllcnt, datcd 1\ pril the 23th, 1801, " I had 
" it in Dly pO'wel", a1rno~t at a lnolnent's lloticp, to send to 
" J\Iadras, under the conlllltUul of l\fajor-Gencral ]Jaird, 
" about two thousand cfi<,"ctire lllcn in the highest health, 
" vigor, and discipline, who clnillcntly contributed to the 
" capture of Scringapatanl, ~lnJ the total subversion of the 
" power of 'fi ppoo." 

It did not seem, however, to ha,oe made any such itnpression 
on the East India Company; at least their conduct and opinions 
did not indicate any change in conscqlt{'nce of it. Nor cou1d 
their inflexible indifference be roused by the lllultiplied in­
stances which occurred of the ~o1id 3ch7antages, everyone of 
which clearly denlonstrated the importance, of having a suitable 
station for the seasoning and training of young troops to act, 
on any enlergency and at a short notice, in their service, and 
for the protection of their vast possessions in India. lInd not 
the "ery striking instance abo,oc recited been considered as 
sufficient to stamp the value of the Cape, the reinforcenlent 
of troops that was sent froln thence, to aceonlpany the ex­
pedition of Sir IIomc Popham to the Red Sea, it might be 
supposed, ,vould have forced con"iction of the inlportnnce of 
such a station. On this occasion ,\Oerc t'lIlbarkecl, at ahnost 
a mODlent's warning, twelve hundred eflcctive Inen, composed 
of detaclllnents of artillery, ca"alry, and infantry, ,vho aU 
arrived to a man, at Cossir, a port in the Red Sea, fro 11 1 

,vhencc th!'y were found capable of itnnlcdiately sllstaining 
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10ng and fatiguing marches, notwithstanding the heat of the 
climate, the heaviness of the ground, and the scarcity of 
,vater. 'rhe 61st Regiment, Sir Robert 'Vilson observes, 
landed at Cossir after having been near sixteen ,veeks on 
board, without having one sick man, though the strength of 
the rcgirnent exceeded nine hundred lnell. 

_4. thousand difliculties, it appears, were started in,,'Eng­
land with regard to the sailing of this expedition, by people 
who derive their infornlution only froID defective books, and 
not f,·om local knowledge. 'fhe season of the 1\lonsoon ,vas 
stated to be unf~lvorablc for the navigation of the Red Sea, 
anp the deserts by which it was bordered were held to be 
totally inlpassable. But to vigorous and determined minds 
felv things are insurmountable. "'fhc man (Lord Melville) 
" who projected, and persevered in, the expedition to Egypt," 
saw very clearly that the expedition to the lted Sea could 
110t fail under proper caution .and 11lanagemrnt, and the e\gent 
proved that he \vas right. 

Having thus sufficiently shewn, as I concci\pc, the import­
ance of the Cape as a military station, or depositary of troops, 
as far as regards the llealthiness of the clirnate, and the effects 
produced on the constitution of soldiers, by being seasoned 
and exercised a short time there, I sball now proceed to state 
the .colnparatively SUlan expence at ,vhich the soldier can be 
subsisted on this station, and the saving that Inl1st necessarily 
ensue both to ,Go"ernlnent and the East India Coolpany, by 
sending their recruits to the Cape to be trained for service 

either in the East or the 'Vest] ndies. And as sonIC of his 
nn2 
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1\Iajcsty's late luinistcrs, ill dis("lls~ing its 111el'its 011 the question. 
of the peace of Alnicns,jllstified the surrender on the ground of 
its heing un expensive scttlelllcnt, I shall be nlore particular 011 

this heau, in order to. prove to thenl,. what indeed I irnaginc 

tl1ey are no,v sufficiently convinced of, ho,v much they had 
mistaken the subject; and that the cant of ccollorllY ,vas but 
a poor justification for the sacrifice of a place of such inl .. 
portance.' 

rrhe Cape of Good I-Iopc is the only lllilital·Y station that 
we ever possessed, and perhaps the only garrison that exists, 
,vhcre the soldier can be subsisted fur the sum of money 
which is deducted out of his pay in consideration of his being 
furnished ,vith a daily ration or fixed proportion of victuals~ 
In other places,. government, by feeding the soldier in this 
manner, sustains a very considerable loss; that is. to. say, the 

ration costs more l110ney than that \vhich is deducted from 
his pay; but it is a necessary loss,. as the soldiel· could not 
possibly subsi~t hitnself out of his pay in any pa.rt of the­
'\vorld, unless in those places ,vhere provisions arc as cheap as 
at the Cape of Good IIope. IIcre each ration costs the go .. 
vernment something less than sixpence, which ,vas the aillount 
of the stoppage deducted in lieu of it. llllt each individual 
soldier could not have supplied his own ration for l'ightpenC'o 
or ninepence at the very least,. so that the gain lnadc by govern­
ment,. in furnishing the rations, ,ras also a saving, as well as. a 
great accommodation, to the soldiers. 1\ t hOllle, a,nd in dif­
ferent parts abroad, as I lla\"c been inforrned, the ration 
stands the governmcnt in different SHillS fron} tC'npencc to 
half ... a-cro,vn .. 
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.A.t the Cape of Good flope, sonle twenty years ago, two 
pound of butchers' llleat cost one penny; at the capture by 
the English the price bad advanced to one pound for two­
pence j yet, notwithstanding the increased dCllU1.ud, occa­
sioned by the addition of five tbousalld troops and near three 
thousand sealnen, frequently more than this number, with an 
the various attempts and conlbinations that were practised 
(and, on a certain occasion in the year 1800, ycry unwisely 

countenanced by high authority) to raise the price of this ar­
ticle, the contract for supplying the garrison was nc,·er higher 

than at the rate of two and fh'e-eighths pounds for sixpence. 
'fwo pounds of good ,vholesome bread might. be generally 

. purchased for twopence. Even in the midst of a scarcity, 
,vhich threatened a fanline, bread rose no higher than t\VO­
pence the poun.d; and all kinds of fruit and vegetables are so 
abundant, and so cheap, as to be \vithin the reach of t~e 
poorest person. A pint of good sound wine may be pro­
cured at the' retail price of threepence; and ,vere it not 
for the circumstance of the licence for selling 'wine by re .. 
tail being farmed out a.s one source of the colonial revenue, 
a pint of the salue wine would cost little more than three.­

halfpence. 

rl'he f.1.rrning out of the ,vine licence was a subject of griev­
auce to the soldier, as it COll1pclled him to buy his wine in 
slnal] quantities at the licensed houses, \vhen the civilians and 
bousekccpcrs ,vere allowed to purchase it in casks of twenty 
gallons, at the rate of five or six rixdollars the cask~ which is 
just ahout half the retail price he was obliged to pay for it. 
1'" et, vexatious us. such a I('gnlatiou appeared to be,. it was 
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still sufficiently clu'ap to enable the soldier to purchase fully 
as much as was useful to him. Numbers of the soldiers, in­
deed, contrh'ed to save money out of their pay. Tile 91st 
regiment of IIighJandcJ"s, ill particular, was known to ha\'e 
renlittt'd a good deal of money to their families in Scotland: 
and many of the se~ieants of the different reginlents, at the 
c,9acuatioll of the colollY, bad saved fl"Om one to two hundrecl 
pounds in hard Dloney~ 

In the year 1800 tbe go\'ernment, in order to bring a little 
IDore money into the treasury by the wine licence, directed, 
by proclamation, that .the retail sellers should denland from 
the Holdier the increased price of eightpence the bottle, in­
stead ~f sixpence, which, however, they bad prudence enough 
to decline. The SUDI brought into tbe government treasury 
by toJerating this monopoly, averaged about seventy thou­
sand rixdolJars anDuany. But in tile event of the Cape fail­
ing again into our bands, which sooner or later mus' happen, 
if it be an object to secure our Indian possessions, it lvould 
be ,vise to supply this part of tbe re,"enue by some other 
Dleans. 

Government likewise' derived other profits besides those 
,vbich accrued from the cheapness of the rations. 'l'he De .. 
puty-Payolaster-General drew bills on his Majesty's Pay­
masters-General in England, in exchange for the paper cur­
rency of the colony, in which all the contingent and extra­
ordinary expenccs of the garl"isoD were paid. 'fhcre ,vas Dot, 
ill fact, any other circuJating mediu(1I than this culonial cur­
rency "hirh was sallctioned by the English at tbe capitula-
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tion. 'fhe hard money that was brought into the colony 
fl"OID tilDe to time, for the purpose of paying thc troops, 

always foun~l its ,vay to India and China, ,vhich made it 
extrelDcly difficult for the 13aYInaster to collect the necessary 
sums. But so tenacious ,vas Lord }.Iacartney in adhcl'ing to 
the pl'inciple of paying the soldiers in specie, that, notwith­
standing the difficulties and the de1ay ·which sOlnetiIlles oc­
curred in procuring it, he chose rather to let the troops go 
in arrear, than pay them in paper with the hrghest premiuIll 
added to it, to prevent tIle possibility of a sllspicion entering 
a soldier's rnind, that he might be cheated. The premiuln 

,vhich Government bills bore in exchange for paper currency 
fluctl1ated fronl five to thirty per cent., but was fixed, for the 
greater part of the tinlc, at twenty per cent. 'rhey would, 
indeed, have advanced to a much higher rate; for the mer­

chant, unabl~ to make his remittances to any great extent in 
colonial produce, or in India goods, which, if pcnnitted, 
might ba\"e ,bep-n injurious to the interests of the East India 
COlllpany, was under the necessity of purchasing these hills. 
fJord l\Iacartney, however, considered it expedient to fix the 
pl"eminnl at twenty per cent., deeining it right that govern­
nlent bills should bear the highest premiUll1 of bills that 
Illight be in the market, but, at the saIne tinle, not to proceed 
to such a height as to beconlc oppressive either to the tner­
chant or the pubHc. 'fhc drawing of these bills was there ... 
foro a source of pl'ofit to governinent. Being an article of 
nlcrchandize anlong the E.nglish traders who bact their rc­
luittanccs to nutke, and the demand for them exceeding the 
8111()l1nt that was necessary to be drawn for the extraordinaries 
of the anny, the prcnlium would 11.t1.vc risen in proportion to 
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their scarcity. To have isslled thenl at par with the paper 
currency to be trafficked \vith for the bencfit of indjviduals, 
'when that profit could fairly and honorably be applied to the 
public ser\"ice, would be a crinlinal neglect in those \vho were 
entrusted with the governnlent. The Inerchant, no doubt, 
took care to cover the pel~ centage paid all his remittances by 
a proportionate ad,9ance on his goods; and thus the exchange 
might operate as a trifling indirect tax all the general con­
suruer of foreign articles, ,vhich the increased prospcrity of 
the colony ,'ery well enabled thenl to pay. 

The amount of bills thus drawn for the contingent and ex­
traordinary expenees of the army, froln the 1st of October 
1795, when the colony ,vas taken, to the 28th of July 1802, 
the time it should ha"·e been evacuated, as appears from the 
Deputy Paymaster's books, is 1,045,814/. 14s. Id. U{lOll 

part of ,vhich (for part was drawn at par for specie) the profit 
derived to his 1\Iajesty's goverOlllent arnounts to the sum of 
115,7191. S.s. Id. 

Another source of profit, which might have been Vel"y co.n­
siderable, was derived fl"Om the ilnportatioll of'specie. rrhe 
pay of the soldiers, as I have observed above, was invariably 
nlade in hard money, and 110t in paper currency. The 
Spacish dollar was issued in paYlnent to the troops at the 
rate of five shillings sterling, which was always its nonlinal 
value at the Cape; and, I imagine', it Inigbt have been pur­
chased and sent out at four shillings and fourpellce, nlaking 
thus a proiit of lnore than fifteen per cent. on the pay, as well 
·us on the extraonlillarics, of the anlly.. 'fhe SUUl that was 
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thus iUlportcd amounted to 103,4261. 18s. 3d. U pOll which, 

supposing the ,vhole sent out by government, which I under­
stand ,vas not exactly the case, though nearly so, the profits 
lnust have been 15,5141. at home, besides an additional profit 
of 7101. 13s. 3d. arising from a small quantity of specie 
bought in the Cape. As governmcnt j however, did not send 
out a sufficient supply from home, the PaYlnaster was some­
tilnes under the necessity of purchasing hard money at ~b 

higher rate than five shillings the dollar, and consequently 
suffered a loss, as this was the invariable rate at which it was 
issued to the troops. About four thousand pounds of copper 
lnoney were sent out, in penny pieces, \vhich were circulated 
at twopence, from which there was consequent]y another 
profit derived of 40001. This was done by the ad vice of the 
police nlagistrates, who ,vere confident that unless this no­
minal and cu~rent value should be put upon it, the foreigners 
trading to India would carry it as well as the silver out of 
the colony. 

Sh.ortly after the capture of the Cape, General Craig, find­
ing it" ilDpossible to raise, upon bills, a sufficient sum of 
paper currency to defray the cxtraordinaries of the army, 
was reduced to the bold measure of stamping a new paper 
issue, on the credit of the British government, to the amount 
of fifty thousand pounds; a sum that was ncve'r redeelned 
fronl circulation, nor brought to any account, until the 
final restoration of the colony. So that the interest of this 

'sum for seven years produced a further saving to goycrnruent 
of 17,5001. 

Y'OT.A. II. cc 
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By taking tllese sums together, nallleIy, 

Profit on bills dra,vn L_ 115,719 3 1 
on specie imported 16,224 13 3 

on copper nloney 4,000 0 0 
on paper Dl0ney circulated 17,500 0 0 

. 'Ve have L. 153,443 16 

wllich olay be considered as a clear gain to the government, 
(independent of the saving on each ration,) arid, conse­
quently, a lessening of the expenditure that was occasioned 
at the Cape of Good Hope. 

As this expenditure has publicly been declared of such 
enormous magnitude as to overbalance all the advantages re­
sulting from· the possession of the settlement, and we have 
already seen how important these advantages arc, when con­
sidered only in one point of view, it may not be anliss to 
point out, in-as correct a manner as tbe nature of the subject 
will adlnit, the exact sum expendcd in anyone year, In the 
military departnlcnt, at the Cape of Good Hope. 'fhc year 
I sllall take is from 1\{ay 1797 to }Iay 1798, whcn the gar­
rison \vas strongest; consisting of 

The 8th I Light Dragoons. 
28tbl 

rflle 84thl 
86th Infantry 

9Ist
) 

Scotch Brigade 
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In that year the estimate ,vas made up according to the 
following extract: 

1. Subsistence of the non-commissioned of .. 
fleers and privates of the two regiments 
of dragoons and four regiments of in­
fantry, for one year, according to the" new' 
rate of payment, deducting for rations 
and hospital charges, .. 55~ 729 2 6 

~. Clothing and contingent expenees for 
ditto, 28,133 13 ! 

'3. Full pay of the commissioned officers of 
two regiments of dragoons, and four regi .. 

" ments of infantry for one year, according 
to the la~est regulations, 45,667 14 8 

4. Staff officers and hospital establishment 
of one inspector, two physicians, one pur­
veyor, four surgeons, two apothecaries, 
and nine hospital mates, 11,178 2 6 

.5. Commissary-General's department, in-
cluding engineers, which alone amounts 

, to 17,2251. 168. 5d. 107,794 10 11 
6. Ordnance department, including artillery 

expences, - 18,536 14 4 
7. Deputy Quarter-1\Iaster General's ue-

partment, including lodging nloney to 
officcrs~ ,vhich amounts to about 40001. 

. and bat and forage for 200 days about 
60001. in the whole 25,000 0 0 

'rotal amount of one year's expenee L.2!)0,0:39 18 1 
cc2 
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Or, u"e may , perhaps, be able to come still nearer the 

truth, by taking the total expenditure of the whole seven 
years, thus: 

Amount of bills drawn by the Deputy Pay­
master General for paper and specie~ 

for the pay and subsistence of the non­
commissioned officers and privates, and 
for the extraordinaries of the army for 
seven years, 1,045,814 14 1 

Specie imported and bought (about) 111,000 0 0 
Clothing and continge'nt expenees at the 

rate as above specified per year, 
Full pay of the commissioned officers of six 

regimen ts, as above, for seven ycars, 
Onlnance department for seven years, 

196,935 12 2 

S05~674 2 8 
129,757 0 4 

Total amount L.1,789,.181 9 3 

,vhicb total HIIlount, divided by seven, gives 255,5971. 7 s. 
for the annual average expence incurred in the military de­
partnlent at the Cape of Good I-Iope. But it would be the 
height of absurdity to say, that even this sum, moderate as it 
is, 'was an additional expellce to Government in consequence 
of the capture of this settlement; since it is not only COIIl­

posed of the expenees of Inaintaining the garrison, and the 
contingencies and extraordinaries of the army, but it in­
cludes, 1ikewis~, the pay, the subsistence, and the clothing 
of an army of five thousand men. Now as these troops nll1st 

llave been fed, clothed, and paid in any other place, as well 
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as at the Cape of Good flope, and, as I ha,Te shewn, at a 
much greater expence, it is certainly not fair to charge tllis 
sum to the account of the garrison of the Cape. Even in 
peace the conHnissioned officers 'would have received their 
half pay, which alone ,vould amount to a sum from 100,000 I. 
to 150,0001. 

There are· not, therefore, any grounds for considering the 
Cape in the light of an expensive settlement. In fact, the 
sums of money, which have heen expended there, dwindle into 
nothing upon a comparison with those in some of the 'Vest In­
diaislands, whose importance is a feather when weighed against 
that of the Cape of Good I-Iope. Vie\ving it only as a point 
of security to our Indian possessions, and as a nursery for 
maturing rdW recruits into cOlnplete soldiers, the question of 
ex pence must fall to the ground. Of the several millions 
that are annually raised for the support of government at 
home, and its dependencies abroad, a small fraction of one 
of these millions may surely be allowed for the maintenance 
of a station \vhose advantages are incalculable. One single 
fact will sufficiently. prove the fa]]acy of holding out the Cape 
as an ex'pensive garrison. The price of good bread was one 
penny a pound, of good mutton and fresh beef twopence, 
of good sound wine little more than one shilling the gaHon, 
of fruit and vegetables of every description a mere trifle. 
If in such a country the maintenance of the garrison be at­
tended ,vith great expenee, the fault must rest with the go~ 
vernment, and cannot be attributable to any unfavorable 
circumstances in the place itself. If full powers arc en-
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trusted to ,veak and corrllpt governors, and nunlerous and 
unnecessary appointtneuts are created, every station, ,vhat~ 
ever the local advantages may be, will become expensive. 

But the expenditure necessary for the support of the gar­
rison of the Cape, trifling even in ,var, could be no object 
,vhatsoever in time of peace. 'fhe fortifications, ,vhich were 
in the most ruinous condition when the place was· taken, 
being finished in a c0111plete rnanner, would require no fur­
ther expenee than that of' nlerely keeping the ,yorks in repair, 
,vhich might amount, perhaps, to ~n annual sum of five 
thousand pounds. 'I'he con tingencies and extraordinaries of 
the arn1Y could not, at the utmost, amount to twenty thou­
sand pounds; so that twenty-five or thirty thousand pounds 
,vould be the extent of the contingent and extraordinary ex .. 
pences of the Cape in tinle of peace; a sum tllat, by proper 
management, and a prudent application of the revenues of 
the colony, might easily be defrayed out of the public trea­
sury, and leave a surplus adequate to all the demands of the 
civil department, together with the necessary repairs of public 
ivorks and buildings. 

It may be necessary that I should give the grounds upon 
,vhich I calculate. From a rcvie,v of the colonial reVf.nues, 
I find that the average in the Dutch Government in ten 
years, floon1 1784 to 1794, was little more than 100,000 rix­
Jlollars yearly, hut that by the regulations and ne\v itnposts 
tnade by the Dutch Commissaries General in 1793, the 
amount ill the following year ,vas 2 ~ 1,568 rixdollars. The'y 
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afterwards experienced a considerable increase, and frOID the 
first year of Lord lIacartney's adnlinistration they rose gra­
dually as follo\vs : 

From the 1st Oct. 1797 to the 30th Sept. 1798, 
they ,vere R. d. 322,512 7 5 

1st ditto 1798 to ditto 1799 360,312 0 0 
1st ditto '1799 to ditto 1800 369,596 0 0 
1st ditto 1800 to ditto 1801 450,713 2 4 

And it is here not un\vorthy of notice, that from the mo· 
ment of the preliminaries of peace being kno\vn they feU, 
the last year's produce being o~ly 

From 1st Oct. 1801 to 50th Sept. 1802 589,901 6 0 

And in the following year, as far of it as \vas expired, they 
were still less productive. 

, In their state of progressive improvement under the British: 
Government, ,vithout a single additio!lal tax being laid but,. 
on the contrary, some taken off and others modified,. an"ears 
of land-rent remitted and. again accumulating, I think that 
under the British flag we Inight., lvithout any danger of ex­
aggeration, reckon upon a net annual revenue of half a 
million rixdollars, or one hundred thousand pounds currency. 
The annual average expenditure, including salaries and con­
tingencies of departments, with the necessary repairs of public 
,vorks and buildings, were, under the administrations of Lord 
l\Iacal·tncy and Lieutenant-General Dundas, at the most 
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