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Highlights:

e We demonstrated a higher species diversity visiting cheetah marking
trees than similar looking control trees that were not used by cheetahs.

e Two competitively subordinate carnivore species visited and sniffed
more frequently at cheetah marking trees than control trees, possibly
to assess the time since cheetahs were in the area.

e Two opportunistic scavenger species sniffed more frequently at
cheetah marking trees than control trees, perhaps to feed on
undigested prey remains in scats.

¢ One species that is rarely preyed by cheetahs marked cheetah marking
trees at the same frequency as control trees, suggesting it uses
conspicuous sites rather for intraspecific than interspecific
communication.

e We conclude that trees used by cheetahs for marking also play an S 7
important role in olfactory communication for a variety of [SEEEEEEE SN
mammalian species. e
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