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VERSTER, ANNA J. M. (November 16, 1930, Bethulie, South Africa - 1 September 
1994, Pretoria, South Africa). Zoologist; Parasitologist. Daughter of Jacobus Remerus 
Verster and Hester Maria Susara (neé Bisschoff) Verster. Unmarried.  
 
EDUCATION : University of the Orange Free State, 1951: BSc (Honours in Zoology) ; 
University of the Orange Free State, 1955: MSc in Zoology ; University of South Africa, 
1964: PhD in Zoology.  
 
CAREER : 1952 – 1953, research assistant in Department of Psychology, University of 
Orange Free State; 1953 – 1955, research assistant in Department of Zoology, University 
of Orange Free State; 1956 – 1980, research officer (ranks: assistant, senior and chief 
professional officer) in Section of Helminthology at Veterinary Research Institute, 
Onderstepoort; 1980 – 1984, Deputy Director (personal salary scale) at Veterinary 
Research Institute, Onderstepoort; 1985 – 1994, Professor of Parasitology at 
Onderstepoort Faculty of Veterinary Science; 1966 – 1967, Research Fellow of Science 
Foundation of Switzerland; 1974, visiting Professor at Universidado Federal do Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil. 
 
CONTRIBUTIONS : Taxonomical and other studies on cestodes: her taxonomic 
revision of the genus Echinococcus, published in 1965, and the genus Taenia, published 
in 1969, as well as the development of a method for using the golden hamster as 
definitive host for Taenia solium and Taenia saginata are highly regarded internationally. 
  
HOMAGES AND DISTINCTIONS : Awarded the following: 1980s, Senior Captain 
Scott Medal of South African Biological Society; 1992, Elsdon-Dew Medal of 
Parasitological Society of Southern Africa. 
 
WRITINGS : Author or co-author of about 40 scientific publications – no published 
reference available: Review of the Echinococcus species in South Africa, Onderstepoort 
Journal of Veterinary Research (1965) 32, 7-118; The incidence of hydatidosis in the 
Republic of South Africa, Onderstepoort Journal of Veterinary Research (1966) 33, 49-
72; Redescription of Taenia solium Linnaeus, 1758 and Taenia saginata Goeze 1782, 
Zeitschrift für Parasitenkunde (1969) 29, 313-328; The golden hamster as a definitive 
host of Taenia solium and Taenia saginata, Onderstepoort Journal of Veterinary 
Research (1974) 41, 23-28; The eradication of tapeworms in pork and beef carcasses by 
irradiation, International Journal of Irradiation Physics (1977) 9, 769-773. 
 
REFERENCES/OBITUARIES : Obituary, VetNews, November 1994, p.10. 
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