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Strategic Plan

Repository & UP Strategic Plan

Promote scholarship

Access for academics

Digitise rare resources

Archive research data

Important strategic resource
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Definition

What is an institutional research repository?

Set of services

Management & dissemination of digital materials

Organisational commitment

Stewardship

Long-term preservation

Organisation, access, distribution

Clifford A. Lynch,
"Institutional Repositories: Essential Infrastructure for Scholarship in the Digital Age" ARL, 
no. 226 (February 2003): 1-7. 

http://www.arl.org/newsltr/226/ir.html


Definition

What is a digital library?

“An integrated set of services for capturing, cataloging, storing, 
searching, protecting, and retrieving information”
www.wtec.org/loyola/digilibs/d_01.htm

“A digital library is a collection of documents in organized electronic 
form, available on the Internet or on CD-ROM (compact-disk read-only 
memory) disks. Depending on the specific library, a user may be able to 
access magazine articles, books, papers, images, sound files, and 
videos.” www.cesa8.k12.wi.us/media/digital_dictionary.htm

“A digital library comprises digital collections, services and infrastructure 
to support lifelong learning, research, scholarly communication and 
preservation.”
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Digital_library

http://www.wtec.org/loyola/digilibs/d_01.htm
http://www.google.co.za/url?sa=X&start=4&oi=define&q=http://www.cesa8.k12.wi.us/media/digital_dictionary.htm&sig=___SK9Hd3fY3LofFSYiIl-JzI7rsw=
http://www.google.co.za/url?sa=X&start=5&oi=define&q=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Digital_library&sig=__EF4WiUiI00oxdWPjEacVZSVLw5w=


DSpace

About DSpace

http://dspace.org (open source software)

Captures, stores, indexes, preserves and resdistributes data

Meet variety of digital archiving needs:

Institutional repositories

Learning object repositories

eTheses

Electronic records management

Digital preservation

Publishing etc.

http://dspace.org/


Project Management

DSpace Web @ UP

www.dspace.up.ac.za

Documented all processes and issues regarding DSpace

Policies

Presentations

Copyright & Licensing issues

Metadata info

Digitisation info

Online help tutorials

And more …

http://www.dspace.up.ac.za/


Other repositories

Registered repositories/ data providers

OAISTER (9,417,772 records from 680 institutions )

Institutional Archives Registry (750 archives – 7 in SA)

DSpace Instances (180+)

Open Archives Institute

GoogleScholar & Google

http://oaister.umdl.umich.edu/o/oaister/dataproviders.html
http://archives.eprints.org/
http://wiki.dspace.org/DspaceInstances
http://www.openarchives.org/data/registerasprovider.html


Only digital material can 
be submitted: digitized 
or digitally born

Digital Repository Model

Source:
http://dspace.org/introduction/dspace-
diagram.pdf

http://dspace.org/introduction/dspace-diagram.pdf
http://dspace.org/introduction/dspace-diagram.pdf


Champions

Gerard Moerdijk Collection

Arnold Theiler Collection

Scholarly Publications (UP)

Jonathan Jansen Collection



https://www.ais.up.ac.za/dspace/

Access UPSpace

https://www.ais.up.ac.za/dspace/


Jonathan Jansen Collection

Curriculum Vitae







Gerard Moerdijk Collection
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Arnold Theiler Collection











Items in UPSpace

Books

Home Life on an Ostrich Farm

by Annie Martin



openUP (Scholarly Publications)



Items in UPSpace

Preprints & Postprints



Items in UPSpace

Web pages



Other Collections

• Mapungubwe Collection
• Housing Collection (Arhitecture)
• Bone Cancer Research Group (Chemistry)
• Pastures (Veterinary Sciences)
• Pearce Collection
• Birch Collection
• Sir Herbert Baker Collection
• Centre for Augmentative & Alternative Communication
• SA Music Collections



Other Items

• E-mails
• Web-pages
• Books
• Presentations e.g. in 

MSPowerPoint
• Conference papers
• Technical reports
• Working papers
• Interviews
• Datasets
• Maps
• Audio files
• Video files
• 2D/ 3D - objects



For Researchers
– Central archive of research 
– Profile – web space
– Increased visibility & prestige
– Increased usage and impact
– Distributed or decentralised input
– Persistant URL’s for citations
– Statistical reports
– Restrict access
– Encourages dialogue between researchers

• E-mail
• Recommend an Item
• Subscribe to a Collection

Benefits



For UP
– Provide coherent view of UP research output with 

immediate access to fulltext
– Link to UP Research Report
– Long term archiving & preservation of intellectual 

output
– Protect significant assets of UP
– Making available UP wealth of knowledge 

internationally

Benefits



For scholars
– Free, unrestricted easy access – also to full text
– Searchable (incl. full text) – not static web page
– Access to variety of media on subject e.g. video 

clips, sound files

For information specialists
– Convenient, easily retrievable
– Develop new skills
– Updated with regard to research conducted
– Electronic workflow – quality control
– Collaboration with faculties

For the Community!

Benefits



Information model in UPSpace

Top-level Community

Faculty

Sub-Community

Department

Collections

Specific Collection



Access a Community



Community Home Page



Access a Collection



An Item in UPSpace

Item consists of …

Metadata Bitstream(s)/File(s)
Also multiple 
bitstreams



Access full text/ open file

Print

E-mail

Save

Read



Searching in UPSpace

Search Options

Full text 

Keyword (Basic Search)

Advanced Search

Browse

Communities & Collections

Titles

Authors

Date



Subscribe to a Collection



Subscribe to a Collection



Recommend this Item



Limit access in UPSpace

Collection Level

Item Level

Bitstream Level (File)

PDF password (File)



Copyright, Rights & Licensing

License stored with each item – default/ customized

DC Element “Rights” – individual items

Copyright/ Rights note when creating a Community/ 
Collection

Add permission note/ deed of gift – link to item/ collection

Scholarly Publications: SHERPA publishers policies on self-
archiving 



Statistical Reports

Amount of 
items

Items viewed 
& number of 
views

User logins

Words 
searched



User Support

IT Help 8/5  X: 3051 or help@it.up.ac.za

Online Help Tutorial

E-mail upspace@up.ac.za

UPSpace Listserve dspace@kendy.up.ac.za

UPSpace Web http://www.dspace.up.ac.za

UPSpace Wiki for feedback http://upspace.wikispaces.com/ 

Collection Policies

Frequent communication!!

mailto:help@it.up.ac.za
mailto:upspace@up.ac.za
mailto:dspace@kendy.up.ac.za
http://www.dspace.up.ac.za/
http://upspace.wikispaces.com/


Collection Policy

Top-level Community, Sub-Community, Collection

Roles in workflow

Description of collection

Collection license

Restrictions

File formats

File naming conventions

Referencing technique

Language policy



Submitter

C
ol

le
ct

io
n 

A
dm

in
is

tr
at

or
Reviewer/s

(Accept/ Reject)

Metadata Editor
Description

U
PS

pa
ce

A
dm

in
is

tr
at

or

Collection Administrator
(Commit to Archive)

UPSpace Workflow & Roles

N
o
ti
fi
ca

ti
o
n
 t

o
 S

u
b
m

it
te

r

N
o
ti
fi
ca

ti
o
n
 t

o
 S

u
b
sc

ri
b
er

s

Available on UPSpace



Future prospects

• Introduce UPSpace to more faculties & departments
• Marketing of e-products August 2006
• Play a role in the reform of the scholarly communication 

system – also internationally
• UP Policy on open access
• Publishing on UPSpace maybe a NRF prerequisite for 

funding
• Support from UP Executive Management



In the words of Prof Jansen …

• “This project has transformed my life as a Dean in three ways. First, 
it made me aware of the power of technology in managing the 
multiplicity of written tasks—media articles, media interviews, 
newspaper columns, intellectual pieces—that simply drift into spaces 
where I can never find these original writings. 

• Second, it made me aware of the efficiency of dissemination of 
ideas in this information age if one simply took the time to create 
such a web space. 

• Third, it made me aware of the power of collaboration between 
academic authors and the academic information services (library)—
something that I had not explored until now. I am deeply grateful to 
the persistence of my academic library colleagues in opening up this 
new world in the life of a busy Dean”



Questions?

ina.smith@up.ac.za

mailto:ina.smith@up.ac.za
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