‘Go beka’: Legato le bohlokwa la lenyalo la setSo
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Nepokgolo ya nyakisiSo ye ke go tsinkela lenyalo la setSo sa Bapedi go hlokometSwe kudu setShaba sa ba Matlala
ba tikologo ya Moutse. Go bile le dinyakiSiSo tSeo di diriilwego mabapi le lenyalo la setSo sa Bapedi. Le ge go
le bjalo dinyakiSiSo tSeo di lebane le lenyalo la Bapedi ka kakaret$o leo le sa hlaloSego magato a lenyalo ao ka
Sepedi le ona a amogelegago mo lenyalong, bjalo ka legato la ‘Go beka’. Ge go lekolwa lenyalo la setShaba se sa
ba Matlala, go lemogwa gore sona se na le magato a lenyalo a go fapana le tSeo tSe dingwe. Phapano ye kgolo ya
lenyalo la setSo sa ba Matlala e theilwe godimo ga tshepediSo ya kgato ya go ikgetha ya go bitSwa legato la ‘Go
beka’, leo ge le ka se phethagatSwe go thwego lenyalo la setSo ga se le felelele.

‘Be engaged to...’: An important stage of traditional marriage

The main aim of this article is to analyse the Bapedi traditional marriage system, with special reference to the final
stage of marriage called Go beka of the Matlala tribe, who live within the Moutse area. Some research has already
been conducted relevant to the traditional marriage system of the Bapedi. However, research to date focuses on
the marriage system of the Bapedi in general, but does not explain in detail one of the stages of marriage that is
acceptable and critical in Sepedi culture. This final stage of marriage, known as the Go beka, is one in which a
young married woman is required to leave her parents’ family to join and to live with the family of the in-laws on a
permanent basis. When critically analysing or assessing the marriage system of the Matlala tribe, it is evident that
it has conventions in the marriage process that are different from some other ethnic groups. The main difference
in the marriage system of the Matlala group is that it is based on the obligations pertaining to the final stage of
marriage, called Go beka, which, unless this aspect is fulfilled, the marriage cannot be regarded as complete in

terms of Bapedi traditional culture.

Matseno

Go bile le dinyakiSiSo tSeo di dirilwego ke Monnig (1967),
Worldbook Encyclopaedia (2000) le Lewis (1976) mabapi le
lenyalo la setSo sa Bapedi. Le ge go le bjalo dinyakisiSo tSa
bona di be di lebane le lenyalo la Bapedi fela, di sa hlaloSe
magato a lenyalo ao ka Sepedi le ona a amogelegago mo
lenyalong, bjalo ka legato la ‘Go beka’. Bjale taba ye ya
lenyalo e tlo lebelelwa go setShaba sa Matlala sa tikologo
ya Moutse ka Limpopo, e lego ye nngwe ya diprofense tSa
Afrika-Borwa.

Nyakisido e tlo lebana thwi le setShaba se sa Matlala sa
go aroganywa ka metsana ya go fapana go ya ka baetapele
ba yona. Gomme ge, ge go lekolwa lenyalo la setShaba
se sa ba Matlala, gape go lemogilwe gore, go fapana le
ditShaba tSe dingwe tSa ba Matlala, sona se na le magato a
lenyalo a go fapana le tSeo tSe dingwe go akaretSwa gape
le ditShaba tSe dingwe tSa Bapedi ka kakaretSo. Phapano ye
kgolo ya lenyalo la setSo sa ba Matlala e theilwe godimo ga
tshepedi$o ya kgato ya go ikgetha ya go bitSwa legato la ‘Go
beka’, leo ge le ka se phethagatSwe go thwego lenyalo la
setSo ga se le felelele/phethagale.

TshepediSo ya mohuta wo ya lenyalo la setSo, go fihlela
ka paka ye, ga se e hlaloSwe dingwalong tSa Sepedi ka
botlalo. Ke ka fao nyaki$iSo e kgonthiSago gore diphatiSiSo

tSa bogologolo (boMayer (1950)), taba ye e tlo hlaloSa
ka mo tlase) ga di bone legato la ‘Go beka’ e le kgato ye
bohlokwa tshepediSong ya manyalo a setSo ditShabeng tSa
Bapedi, yona taba ye e lego bothata bjo bo swanetSego go
rarollwa ke nyakisiSo ye. Ke ka fao ge, legato la ‘Go beka'’ le
tlogo hlaloSwa ka botlalo le ka tsenelelo mo nyakiSiSong ya
lenyalo la Bapedi ba Matlala ba Moutse.

Mokgwanyakisiso

Mokgwa wo o tlogo diriSwa nyakiSiSong ye o fapana
le mokgwa wa nyakiS$iSo wo o kilego wa diriSwa ke
wa nyakiSiSo wo o hlaloSitSwego ke Joubert (2004)
nyakisSiSong ya gagwe ya bongaka ya go bitSwa ‘The power
of performance’. Mosekaseki yo o hlaloSa gore go na le
mokgwa wo o diriSwago ge go nyakiSiSwa seo se sego
sa ngwalwa. Mokgwa woo ke wa go nyakisiSa ka tsela
ya sengwalobomolomo (‘oral literature’) le ka tiragatSo
(‘performance’ ). Ka mantSu a mangwe nyakiSiSong ye,
ga se go diriSwe ka go nepiSa thwi mokgwanyakisiso wa
tlwaelo wa naratholotsi, e lego wa go hlaloSa le go hlatholla
sebopego sa sengwalo o nnoSi, eupSa go tlo SomiSwa le
mokgwanyakisiso wo wa go tswaka sengwalobomolomo le
tiragatSo.



ka bogela seo a se nyakisiSago ge se diragatSwa. Taba ya
go nyakisiSa ka bomolomo ga se ye mpsha, e no ba ¢ ile
ya tlogelwa gomme gwa sekamelwa ka nyakiSiSong ya go
ngwalwa. NyakiSiSo ye ya sengwalobomolomo mo Afrika-
Borwa e ile ya tlogelwa ka lebaka la mabaka a mabjalo ka
a politiki, go tsenelana ga ditSo le go hlakana ga merafe ye
mengwe, kudu ya metsesetoropong gammogo le merero
ya sedumedi, thuto, leago, bjalobjalo. Go ka akaretSwa ka
go re nyakiSiSo ya bomolomo ke yona e utollago ditaba ka
le mongditaba ka mahlong a bile a kgona le go mmotsiSa
dipotSiSo moo a nyakago tlhalo$o yeo e tseneletSego.

Ka lehlakoreng le lengwe, Ruth Finnegan (1970: 1) yena
o fo re nyakiSiSo ya go ngwalwa e atile ebile e phatlaletSe
ka kudu, mola nyakiSiSo ya bomolomo yona e se ya
tSweletSwa kudu bjalo ka ya go ngwalwa mo dinyakiSiSong.
Ke ka fao a rego nyaki$iSo ya bomolomo e swanet$e go ba
le ditlabakelo tSeo di ka diriSwago ge go nyakiSiSwa gore
tsebo goba kutollo e tle e bolokelwe le mabakeng ao a tlago.
Ka mantSu a mangwe go ka diriSwa puku go ngwala seo
se nyakiSiSwago, setSeamantSu ge go bolelwa, gammogo
le seswant$ho go tlo fa bohlatse bja seo se bonwego ge
go be go nyakisiswa; godimo ga moo go ka diriSwa gape
le ditlabakelo tSa go swana le DVD yeo e akaretSago
setSeamantSu le diswantSho ka nako e tee.

Ka fao nyakiSiSo ye e tlo nepiSa dintlha tSeo ka go
bolediSana le bakgathatema ba ba nago le tsebo ya go teba
mererong ya kgopolo ya ‘Go beka’ ka tsela ya bomolomo
gammogo le ka fao bangwadi ba bangwe ba bogologolo ba
SetSego ba ngwadile ka kgopolo ya lenyalo ka gona.

Go ka fo akaretSwa ka go re nyakiSiSo ya bomolomo, (le
ge ka maatla e ka no lekana le ya dingwalo ka gobane Ryan
le ba bangwe (1982: 16) ba re mongwadi ga a bohlokwa
ge sengwalo se sekasekwa) ke yona e utollago ditaba ka
le mmolediSwa, a bile ka lehlakoreng le lengwe, a kgona
le go mmotSiSa dipotSiSo moo a nyakago tlhaloSo yeo e
tseneletS8ego, go ya ka fao go SetSego go ukamilwee ka
gona ka godimo.

Ka yona tsela yeo ge, dipolediSano tSa bomolomo, go
akaretSwa le dingwalo tSeo di tlogo diriSwa go fatolla tlhaloso
ya go teba ya mohuta wo wa karolo ya lenyalo nyakiiSong
ye, di tlo huetSa kwesiSotshwanelo ya kgopolo ya legato la
‘Go beka’ gagolo ge go SeditSwe tebelelo ya ditlhaloSo tSe
di latelago.

Kgopolo ya legato la ‘go beka’

Legato le la ‘Go beka’ e sa le pharela (go ya ka tlhaloSo
ya ka godimo ya matseno) tabeng ya lenyalo, go ya
ka moo le sa tSweletSwego gabotse le ka tshwanelo
ka gona ke bangwadi ba bantSi bao ba ngwadilego ka
lenyalo - ge ba SetSe ba hlaloSa kgopolo ya lenyalo ka
go e amanywa le magato a lona. Gore kgopolo ya ‘Go
beka’ e tle kweSiSege gabonolo, go tla ra gore kgopolo
ya lenyalo le yona e hlaloSwe ka boripana. Ka go realo
nyakisiSong ye, kgopolo ya lenyalo e tlo tsinkelwa kudu ka
go arola tlhaloSokakaret$o ya lona ka dikarolo tSe pedi, e
lego (a) kgopolo ya ‘Go beka’ ka bangwadi ba bangwe, le

(b) tihaloSo ya ‘Go beka’ ka Bapedi gagolo ba Matlala ba
tikologo ya Moutse ka ge lengwalonyakiSiSo le le lebane le
selete seo ka mahlong.

Kgopolo ya legato la ‘Go beka’ ka bangwadi ba bangwe
Bangwadi bao ba lekilego go ngwala ka legato la ‘Go beka’,
e lego Mayer (1950), Krige (1943), Myburgh (1966) le
Ménnig (1967) ga se ba le hlaloSa ka go tsenelela go ya
ka moo go bego go letetSwe ka gona. Bona ge ba hlaloSa
kgopolo ye ba no e bea mabala a nkwe. Bjale go yo lekolwa
ditshwayatshwayo tSeo tSa bona ka go di akaret$a.

Mayer (1950) o hlalo$a gore ka morago ga go ntSha
magadi, go ba le dikgomo tSe pedi tSeo di Salelago gomme
tSa tlo iSwa ga bongwetSi ka morago ga lebaka leo le
beilwego ke malapa a mabedi ao a angwago. Dikgomo tSeo
di iSwa ke bomorwarragolesogana gammogo le bagwera
ba lona. Lesogana lona le bea letSatSi leo dikgomo tSeo di
iSwago ka lona gomme lona le tlo ya go lata goba go tSea
mosadi wa lona ka nama (ka bolona). O hlaloSa go ya pele
gore legato le ke la mafelelo la go nyala mosadi; a tliSwa
bogadi. Ge a tSwela pele o re mokgonyana le bagapi ba
dikgomo t8eo tSe pedi ba lala ba iketlile ga bolekgarebe, go
lewa nama ya kgomo yela ba e tliSitS§ego, gomme boSego bjo
bo latelago go keteka meloko e se mekae ya bolekgarebe
le lesogana fela ka thekgo le tlhahlo ya moruti le mosadi wa
gagwe. Ka let3atSi leo le latelago ngwetSi e rweSwa leseka
(leseka ke motato wo boleta wa go logwa ka bothakga wo
o rwalwago ke basadi matsogong le maotong) leotong ya
be ya fiwa leina la go ya bogadi, ya ba gona e sepelago le
monna wa yona go ya bogadi. Mongwadi yo o bolela gore go
rweSwa leseka mo ke seka sa go tiiSetSa gore lesogana le
tloga le rereSa ge le nyala lekgarebe leo le gore le le tSeela
sa ruri go ya bogadi.

Mayer (1950) o ruma tlhaloSo ya gagwe ka go re ge
mosadi a se a ntShetSwa dikgomo tSeo tSe pedi tSa mafelelo
ga se a fetSa go nyalwa, ka gona a ka se ye bogadi. Bjale
ge go lekodiSiswa tlhaloSo yeo ya Mayer (1950) go lemogwa
gore ga e bolele selo ka go boela morago ga ngwetsi, ge e
se ge e bolela ka dikgomo tSe pedi teo di iSwago go lokolla
lekgarebe go tlela sa ruri bogadi. Ka go realo yena o no
tSweletSa ntlha ye ya ‘Go beka’ ka gare ga monyanya, eupS$a
ga se a hlakiSa gabotse tatelano ya ditiragalo tSa go lebana
le kgato ye ya lenyalo.

Ge a leka go rarolla bothata bjoo, Krige (1943) yena o
hlalo$a gore ka morago ga lenyalo go feta dibeke tSe tharo
goba tSe nne ngwetsi e boela ga gaboyona ka pudi, go thwe
e ya go tSholla bongwetsi. Ka yona nako ye, monna a ka e
latela ga gaboyona goba a ya Makgoweng go Soma ge e
ba o a Soma. Ka morago ga nako yeo e kwanetSwego ke
malapa a mabedi a, ngwetsSi e boela bogadi e filwe bjala
bja go bulela mmagwe tsela ya go ka mo etela ge a rata.
O hlalosa gape gore gona moo ge ngwetsi e boela bogadi,
ba bolesogana ba tla be ba rometSe pudi gape ya go e
dumelela goba go e lokolla gore e tlele sa ruri bogadi. Ge
ngwetsi e fihla bogadi e tla hlabelwa ka diemadirile tSa
bogadi, ya rutwa t8a bosadi ke mmatswale, ya ba gona e
amogetSwe ke ba bogadi bja yona go ya go ile. Go lemogwa
gore Krige (1943) le yena o no bea ditaba mabala’ nkwe; ga
a ale leleme phate gore ditaba tSeo tSa kgopolo ya ‘Go beka’
di tle di kwesSiSege gabotse.

Myburgh (1966), ka thokong ye nngwe ge a leka go tiisa



ditaba tSeo di tlogetSwego, o no hlaloSa ka boripana ka
legato le la ‘Go beka’. Ge a leka go hlaramolla kgopolo yeo,
o re ‘Go beka’ ke legato la mafelelo la go iSa ngwetsi bogadi.
O re ka morago ga ge magadi e ntShitSwe, tatagolesogana
o ntSha kgomo ya go ikgetha yeo e iSwago ga bolekgarebe,
e lego yona ya ‘Go beka’ ngwetsi go e lokolla gore e tlele
sa ruri bogadi. Taba yeo a e bolelago ya go re ‘Go beka’ ke
legato la mafelelo la lenyalo, e bohlokwa, eup$a ga a hlalose
ditaba tSeo ka moka tSa go phethagatSa kgopolo yeo ya ‘Go
beka’.

Kgopolo ye ya ‘Go beka’ e hlaloSwago ke Myburgh (1966)
ka godimo, e tiiSetSwa le go thekgwa ke Monnig (1967) ka
go re ‘Go beka’ ke legato la mafelelo la lenyalo; ke go re go
iSwa ngwesi bogadi sa ruri ka morago ga ge e boetSe ga
boyona nako ya go lekana ngwaga goba e belege ngwana
wa pele. (Taba yeo ya Ménnig (1967) e tlo hlaloSwa gape ka
mo tlase). O re tatagolesogana o ntS8ha kgomo ya go ikgetha
ya ‘Go beka’ a e romela tatagongwetsi ya gagwe gore a e
lokolle e tlele sa ruri bogadi. Kgomo ye ya go ikgetha ke ya
go ruma lona legato la mafelelo la lenyalo, gape le go leboga
tatagongwetsi ka ge ba phethelane ntle le mathatanyana ao
a rilego.

Ge go ya pele Moénnig (1967) a leka go rarolla bothata
bjo bja boMyburgh (1966), o tSwela pele go hlatholla ka go
gatelela gore go samiSa tshepiSo ya go ntSha kgomo (goba
setseka), ka nako ye nngwe, go bohlokwa ka gobane go
ntShwa ga kgomo ya ‘Go beka’ gotee le magadi ke motheo
wa legato le bohlokwa la lenyalo; ke go re ge tatagolesogana
a rata gore ngwetsi ya gagwe e tlele sa ruri bogadi nakong
ya monyanya le ge lekgarebe le nyalwa nageng ya kgojana
le ya ga bolona, goba ge a se na le kgomo yeo ka nako yeo,
ba bogwe ba ka holofetSa gore go se go ye kae, legato la ‘Go
beka’ le tlo latela. Taba yeo e kgonthiSa gore ba bogadi ba
amogele gore kgomo ya ‘Go beka’ ba tla romelwa ka morago
ge ba bogwe ba hweditSe setseka seo sa go re ngwetsi e
tlele ruri bogadi. O re le ge go le bjalo, ngwetsi yeo e sa tlo
boela morago go yo belegela ngwana wa pele ga gaboyona.

Ge e belege e iSwa bogadi sa ruri gomme ge e fihla
gona, e a itsebiSwa gore ke yona mmagomang, e Supa
ngwana yo e mmelegego. Mongwadi yo o hlalo$a gore ge
ngwetsi e ka iSwa bogadi pele e belega ngwana wa pele, go
epelwa dikota tSe pedi tSa rewa maina, la moSemane le la
mosetsana. Ge ngwana wa pele a belegwe, o tlo rewa leina
leo le mo swanetSego go ao a mabedi gomme e yo itsebiSa
ka boyona go ba bogadi ge e fihla gona. O re ga go mokete
wo o diragalago nakong ya ge ngwetsi e itsebiSa ka boyona.

Monnig (1967) o ruma taba ye ya ‘Go beka’ ka go re
ge ngwetsi e iSwa bogadi sa ruri, yo mongwe wa meloko
0 a kgethwa gomme a botSa mokgonyana goba lesogana
leo ka mokgwa wa setSo gore ba gabolekgarebe ga se ba
lahla ngwana wa bona, eup$a ba sa na le maatla a go mo
SireletSa go diriSweng bosaedi le go tSe dingwe tSe mpe. Ka
mantSu a mangwe hlogo e sa le ya ba bolekgarebe le ge ba
mo tSere e le ngwetsi ya bona. Le ge tlhaloSo yeo ya Ménnig
(1967) e bonala o ka re e hlatholla ditaba ka botlalo, bothata
ke go re ke ya go akaretSa, ka gobane ga se ya go teba le go
tsenelela mererong ya ‘Go beka’ ngwetsi.

Ke ka tsela yeo go thwego, go ya ka ditlhaloSo tSa
basekaseki bao ba ka godimo, go molalaleng gore kgopolo
ye ya ‘Go beka’ e sa nyaka tlhathollo ye e tiilego, gagolo
ge go lebeletSwe thulano le go se hlophologe gabotse ga

ditlhaloSo tSeo tSa kgopolo ya ‘Go beka’. Bjale tlhathollo ye
nngwe e yo tsongwa ka tlhaloSo ya bomolomo go tSwa go
ditsebi tSa setSo mererong ya kgopolo ya ‘Go beka’ ge e
tSweletSwa ka molomo wa Bapedi ba Matlala ka tikologong
ya Moutse.

Tlhaloso ya legato la ‘Go beka’ ka Bapedi ba Matlala ba
Moutse

Mmotong o hlaloSa gore ‘Go beka’ ke ge lekgarebe le
kgopelwa go tla ka ga bolesogana pele ga go ntShetSwa
magadi goba go nyalwa. O re ka nako ye nngwe gantsi
lekgarebe le kgopelwa ge batswadi ba lesogana ba ntshitSe
bonnyane bja magadi ao. Thobejane o tlaleletS8a seo se
bolelwago ke Mmotong ka go re ‘Go beka’ ke go iSwa ga
dipute (dikobo tSa lenyalo) ga bolekgarebe. O re batswadi
ba lesogana ba reka maseka, ditheto (thetho ke seaparo
sa go dirwa ka mokgopa wa pudi goba kgomo, gomme
sona se aparwa ke basadi ka mo pele go tloga mathekeng)
le dintepa (ntepa ke seaparo sa go dirwa ka mokgopa sa
go aparwa ka morago go tloga mathekeng) tSa iSwa ga
bolekgarebe ya ba ge ba beka ngwetsi. O re se se direlwa
gore go tsebje ge lekgarebe leo le tlo nyalwa bokete,
goba ga semangmang. Lekgarebe le apeSwa diaparo tSeo
gomme gwa bewa letSatSi la go tlo ntSha magadi. Mosadi
yo wa ga Thobejane o hlaloSa gape gore mohlang wo
wa ‘go beka’, go tla fela meloko ya kgauswi ya malapa a
mabedi a ka ge e se lenyalo, ka ge e no ba ditseka tSeo
di balwago bjalo ka dipute; ka gobane ka lenyalo go tla
meloko ka moka le bagwera gammogo le setShaba gomme
ditseka tSa gona ke dikgomo tSa magadi goba yona
tShelete.

Mokgalabje Mmotong o tlalelet§8a go ya pele gore go ba
le dipolediSano pele ga ge tatagolesogana a eya go bekela
morwagwe mosadi. O re taba ye e dirwa pele ga lenyalo.
Kgomo yeo e yago ‘Go beka’ lekgarebe leo e iSwa e tlemilwe
ka lebja/lerala goba ketane gore e se tShabe mo tseleng ge
e gapsa. Kgomo yeo e gapsa ke banna, gomme le modisi
wa dikgomo o ba gona gore e se tShabe ka ge dikgomo di
SetSe di mo tlwaetSe. Kgomo yeo ge e se lebelete (wild ka
Seafrikanere) (lebelete ke kgomo ye bogale goba ya go se
iketle le ge e tlemilwe) e ka gaps$a e nnosi eupSa ge e le
lebelete e gapsa le tSe dingwe gomme tSona di tla boetSwa
morago ge e fihlile. Ge lefelong leo la go ya ‘Go beka’
ngwetsi e le kgole, bagapi ba kgomo ba tla tS§ame ba robala
metseng le gona metswalong ya bona go fihla moo motseng
wa bolekgarebe. O hlalosa go ya pele gore ge ba se na
metswalo ba tla kgopela marobalo ka moSate wa motse
woo. Mmotong o hlaloSa gore kgomo yeo ya ‘Go beka’ e
swaiwa ka leswao la moswananos$i gore le ge e na le tSe
dingwe kua ga bolekgarebe e tsebje gore ke yeo e bekilego
lekgarebe leo ka moo lapeng leo.

Matlala yena o godisa kgopolo ya ‘Go beka’ ka go re ke
ge tatagolesogana le yena a ntSha kgomo goba pudi ya go
tlaleletS8a magadi a morwagwe ge a nyala. O hlalo$a gore
kgomo goba pudi ye ga e gapeletSwe go ntShwa, go tSwa
go tatagolesogana gore o a e ntSha goba aowa. Ka thokong
ye nngwe Bogopa o akgola Matlala ka go re ‘Go beka’ go
swana le go thiba sefero ka ge tatagolesogana a iSa kgomo
ya poo ga bolekgarebe, e lego seka sa go re yo a tlogo nyala
ke lesogana. O re tatagolesogana o ntSha kgomo ye pele
ga magadi go laetSa le go fa bohlatse bja go re morwa wa



gagwe o tlo nyala ka moo lapeng leo. O re ke yona kgomo ya
go di eta pele (ge go ntShwa magadi). O re yona ga e balwe
le magadi eupsa e tlo begwa gape mohlang magadi a iSwa.

Mokgalabje Bogopa o tSwela pele ka go hlaloSa gore
ge tiragalo ye e dirwa go fele go selaganya mmolelwana
wo o rego mokgalabje mmekangwetsi selemo masogana
a Sala a kgangwa ke dipelo. Mmolelo wo o hlalodwa ka
mahlakore a mabedi, e lego (a) mokgalabje tatagolesogana
o bekile ngwetsSi ya gagwe, a bekela morwa wa gagwe
gore masogana a mangwe a se mo thake pele a mo tseela
lekgarebe ka ge a sa kokotletSa magadi a go tlo nyala. Go
thwe mokgalabje o dira bjalo ka go tseba goba go bona
boroto le bobotse bja diatla tSa lekgarebe leo, le gore o
tSwa lapeng la mohuta woo a le ratago. Mokgalabje o hutSa
gore lekgarebe leo le tla hlokiSa ngwana wa lona mathata
mohlang ba le lapeng la bona. Ka lehlakoreng le lengwe (b)
mokgalabje a ka beka goba gona go nyala lekgarebe gore
le be mosadi wa gagwe ka ge mohlomongwe mosadi wa
gagwe a ile boyo (a hlokofetS§e) gomme go se yo mongwe
wa dithaka tSa gagwe yo a ka mo nyalago. Ka go realo o tla
be a thakile masogana pele gomme a bolawa ke dipelo ka
ge mokgalabje a tSere mogwera wa bona a mo dira mosadi
ba sa itebetSe. Go thwe tiragalo ye e dira gore masogana
a thome go itekola le go itokiSeSa go nyala ka bjako ka ge
bakgalabje ba bangwe ba tla dira mmoet8ana gomme ba
(masogana) tla ba hloka bao ba ba nyalago.

Phahlamohlaka yena o hlatholla taba ye ya ‘Go beka’
ka go re ke ge ngwetsi e boile bogadi e le ka gaboyona
lebakanyana le le rilego gomme e boetSwa morago ka bjala.
O re se se dirwa ge tatagolesogana a SetSe a iSitSe kgomo
goba pudi ya ‘Go beka’ ngwetSi go tlela sa ruri bogadi.
Mokgekolo yo Phahlamohlaka, o bea taba kgakala ka go
hlaloSa gape gore kgopolo ya ‘Go beka’ e lebane le legato
la mafelelo la go iSa ngwetSi bogadi. O re ngwetsi yona e
felegetSwa ke basadi le monna o tee go mo goro$a bogadi.
Ba ya le monna o tee ka gobane ga e sa le lenyalo € no
ba ba felegetSa go fa kgoro bohlatse bja go re morwedi o
iSitSwe bogadi la mafelelo.

Gona moo Malefo le Maila ge ba akgola Phahlamohlaka
mabapi le taba ye, ba re ‘Go beka’ ke legato leo go lona go
ntShwago kgomo ya mafelelo ya go bontSha gore ngwetsi e
yele sa ruri bogadi. Ba hlaloSa gore kgomo yeo e ntShwa ke
tatagolesogana mohlang go iSwa magadi ga bolekgarebe.
Ge kgomo ya ‘Go beka’ e se gona, ngwetsi e ka lokollwa
ka kgomo ya malome go ya bogadi, ka ge malome e le
motho yo bohlokwa lenyalong la motlogolo wa gagwe; ke
ka moo kgomo ya gagwe e nago le maleba a go emela ya
‘Go beka’. Go thwe yeo ya ‘Go beka’ e swanetSe e tliswe
mohlang e hweditSwe gore lenyalo la lekgarebe le felelele
goba le phethwe. Ka go realo kgomo ya malome ke ya go
jela molato mpeng ga se ya ‘Go beka’, e no ba ya go re
ngwetsi e dumelelwa go ya bogadi. Ka gona tatagolesogana
o tla dula a tseba gore o sa SaletSwe ke molato wa ‘Go beka’
ngwetsi ya gagwe.

Phokwana o tlatSa seo se bolelwago ke Malefo le
Maila ka go re gabotse ‘Go beka’ ke legato la mafelelo la
tshepediso ya lenyalo ka lebaka la go re ka letSatSi la lenyalo
tatagolesogana o ntSha kgomo goba pudi le ge e ka ba
tShelete pele ba ka tSea ngwetsi ya bona. O re tShelete ya
‘Go beka’ ga e na seroto go tSwa go tatagolesogana gore
yena o bona nke a ka beka ka bokae. Kgomo goba pudi

yeo le ge e ka ba tShelete, ke ya go lokolla ngwetSi gore e
tlele sa ruri bogadi. Mokgalabje Phokwana o gatelela gape
taba ya go re ge kgomo ya ‘Go beka’ e se gona ka let3atSi
leo la go nt8ha magadi e tla tliSwa mohlang ngwetsi e boela
bogadi; ke go re e tla be e mo lokollela sa ruri go ya bogadi.

Mogajana o ema Phokwana nokeng ka go re ‘Go beka’ ke
legato la mafelelo la ge ngwetSi e yela sa ruri bogadi. Ge a
tSwetSa taba ye pele, Mogajana o re go ntShwa kgomo ya
‘Go beka’ ngwetsi pele e tsena ka gae goba ka ngwakong wa
monna wa yona let8atsing leo e boago ka lona ga gaboyona.
Mosadi yo Mogajana o re ge ngwetsi e tliSitSwe bogadi bao
ba e tliSitSego ba e botSa gore sa mosadi ke go fogohleletSa
seropeng € le ge ba efa tlhohleletSo ya go re e dule bogadi
le ge go ka se be bose ka lebaka la mathata. Ke go re e
kgotlelele, e se tShabele maikarabelo le go hlanogela dikano
tS8a yona. Seema se se tlaleletSwa ke seo se hlalosSitSwego
ke Mokgalabje Nkwana peleng ge go hlaloSwa go laiwa
ga ngwetSi, sa go re lebitla la mosadi ke bogadi. Ke go
re mahlokong le bodiiding ngwesi e se hlanoge ya boela
morago ga gaboyona. Ka thokong ye nngwe ba tla e botSa
gore e se kgaotSe go ya madibeng e le gona ge ba e lemosa
gore e belege ka ge e tlile go godiSa kgoro yeo lehono e
tlilego go yona. Ka go realo e swanetSe go belegela monna
yoo bana. Ka nako ye nngwe ba e laela gore e tswale ba
ate ka ge monapelo a sa tsebje; ba Supa gore ngwetsi yeo e
belege bana bao ba lebanego ka ge go sa tsebje ngwana yoo
a tlogo hlompha le go fepa goba gona go theeletS$a batswadi
ge a SetSe a godile e le lekgarebe goba lesogana. Gona moo
o tlo hwetSa ba tlaleletSa ka la go re leihlo le tee le bekilwe
ke selabi, e le ge ba Supa gore bana e be ba bantsi ka ge o
tee a ka no welwa ke mathata. Ge e le lesogana lona le tla
botSwa gore bobedi ga bo Iwe bo ronana dinta, e le ga ge ba
tla be ba leka go le lemo&a gore ka ge ba le tliSeditSe mosadi
sa ruri ba swanet$e go phela mmogo ba sa lwe eups$a ba
thekgana dilong ka moka tSa bophelo bja bona.

Maila yena o no hlaloSa gore kgopolo ya ‘Go beka’ ke
legato leo go lona tatagolesogana a ntShago kgomo ya go
lokolla ngwetSi gore e tle bogadi. O re kgomo ye e ka tla
le magadi gotee goba ka morago ga lenyalo. Makubjana
o thekga Maila ka go re ka letSatSi la go ntSha magadi
tatagolesogana le yena o ntSha kgomo goba pudi ya go re
bjale ngwetsi e tlele sa ruri bogadi, e se hlwe e boela ga
gaboyona. O re ka dinako tSe dingwe ngwetSi e ka ya bogadi
e se e bekwe gomme ya tla ya buSetSwa ga gaboyona
lebaka leo e ka bago kgwedi goba go ya ka moo malapa ao a
kwanago ka gona. Ka morago ga lebaka leo tatagolesogana
0 iSa kgomo goba pudi, le ge e ka ba tShelete (ga e na
seroto) ga bolekgarebe gore ngwetSi e tlele sa ruri bogadi.
Go tSwela pele Makubjana o hlaloSa gore setseka seo sa
‘Go beka’ se fiwa malome wa lekgarebe leo, kudu ka ge
go thwe malome o kgatha tema ye bohlokwa lenyalong la
motlogolo wa gagwe.

Ge a hlabela pele Makubjana o re ngwetSi yeo e iSwa
bogadi ke basadi ba leloko gomme ge ba fihla ba e tlogelela
polelo ya go swana le ya go re e tsebe gore ga go poopedi
Sakeng; ba e ra gore ka lapeng hlogo ke motho o tee gomme
motho yoo ke monna yoo a swanetSwego ke thompho. Taba
ye nngwe yeo ba e botSago ngwetsi letSatSing leo ke go re
e se tSewe ke kiti (mogofe) goba gona go theeletSa melodi
ya makaba. Dika tSe ka bobedi bja tSona di hlaloSa kgopolo
e tee, e lego ya go re ngwetSi e se theeletSe dinonyana ya



wetSwa goba ya lahletSwa ke batho ba bangwe ka ge ba
ka e senyetSa lenyalo goba lona lapa. NgwetSi e swanetSe
go itlhopha, e lote le go hlompha melao ya bogadi, ka kudu
monna wa yona. O re ba fetSa le ka leo le rego lebitla la
mosadi ke bogadi. Mo go sa gatelelwa go kgotlelela bophelo
bja bogadi le gore ngwetSi e se begele batswadi ba yona
mathata a mangwe le a mangwe ao e kopanago le ona
bogadi. E se boele gae ya re e a hlaka eups$a e tSee ba
bogadi bjalo ka batswadi ba yona. Bokaone ke ge e ka ba
begela ka seo se sa e swarego gabotse mabapi le monna
wa lapa.

Makubjana o tSwela pele ka go hlalo$a gore bafelegetsi
ba bongwetsi ba fela ba botSa lesogana gore mokgonyana
phalla tSa bogwe di a ya, le gore mokgonyana ga a fetSe
go nyala. Dipolelo tSe di hlaloSa gore le ge ba mo neetSe
morwedi wa bona, mokgonyana o swanetSe gore a fele a
thusa ba bogweng bja gagwe ge ba le mathateng goba go na
le seo se nyakago thuSo ya gagwe. Ge a tSwela pele o re ge
ngwetsi e boetSwa bogadi go thwe e ya go t8holla bongwetsi.
Go tSholla bongwetsi ke ge mmatswale wa yona a mo ruta
maitswaro le meSongwana ya bogadi le gore lapeng leo go
phelwa bjang. Ke ka fao a tlogo kwa le go amogela seo a
se boditSwego sa go re ge e hwetSa ba bogadi ba tsoga
bosego, e tsoge; ge ba loya, e loye, bjalobjalo.

Mokgalabje Makubjana o re ge mmatswale a feditSe go
mo ruta ke gona a ka mmegago dipitSeng tSa basadi ba
kgoro gomme ge e bonwe bokgoni moo (dipit§eng), ke gona
e ka hlohleletSwago go nyaka lebalana goba lefelo leo e ka
ikagelago lapa le monna wa yona ge yena (monna) e se wa
mafelelo lapeng leo. O re tiragalo ye ya go tSwa lapeng la
mmatswale e direga gant$i ge monnagolesogana a nyaka
go nyala mosadi, eup$a ge go se bjalo ga ba gapeletSege go
tSwa ka lapeng la mmatswale. Ka yona nako yeo e dulago le
mmatswale wa yona e tlago be e lemoga le yona polelwana
ya go re mosadi ke tShwene o lewa mabogo, ka gore e tla
be ka mehla e apea, e swiela, e eya kgonyeng, nokeng le go
dira mesongwana ye mengwe bjalo ka go hlatswa le go bopa
mebotwana ya lapa.

Ka thokong ye nngwe Maila o tSweletSa taba ya go re ge
tatagolesogana a se a kgona ‘Go beka’ semetseng; ke go
re a Sitilwe ‘Go beka’ ka letSat§i la magadi, o swanetSe go
tliSa kgomo goba pudi ka morago ga nako yeo ba kago e
kwanela. O hlalosa gore ka tshwanelo kgomo ya ‘Go beka’
ga se ya swanela go ba setudi, (setudi ke kgomo yeo e sa
tSwego maswi) gape e se ke ya ba kgomo ya sekolo (kgomo
ya go hloka dinaka). Mokgekolo yo o hlaloSa gore e be le
dinaka ka gobane ge e le sekolo e laet§a bogole mola gape
kgomo e tlengwa ka dinaka ge e gangwa. Ka fao ge kgomo
e se setudi e tla ba fa maswi le gona go tla kgonega go e
kgoka ka dinaka ge e gangwa.

Bogopa o thekga polelo ya Maila ka go re kgomo yeo ya
‘Go beka’ ngwetsi e se ke ya ba moradu, (moradu ke kgomo
yeo e feditSego go tswala gape e tSofetSego), eupsa e be ya
lerojana yeo e SetSego e kile ya itiwa ke poo (e nametswe
ke poo). Se ke sesSupu sa go re e tla tswala ya katolosa
leSaka le go fepa ba bolekgarebe ka maswi. Mo ke moo
kgamelo yela e tSwago ga bolesogana e tlogo Soma ge go
gangwa dikgomo tSela t§a magadi le yona ye ya ‘Go beka’.
Mokgalabje Bogopa o hlaloSa go ya pele gore kgomo yeo e
ka tliSwa pele ga lenyalo goba morago ga lenyalo ge ngwetsi
e tlo boela ga gabolesogana. Kgomo yeo e sepetSwa go

swana le t8a magadi gomme e gaps$a go tliSwa bogadi ke
rangwane le malome fela. Ge kgomo e se gona, go iSwa
pudi; le yona e be ya tshadi go etSa kgomo yela, le yona e
se be sekolo eupsa ya go ba le manaka gore e tle e swarwe
ka ona ge e gangwa. O hlaloSa gore ge kgomo le pudi di se
gona, go ka tliSwa tShelete yeo e ka lekanago kgomo goba
go dumelelwa ye nngwe le ye nngwe yeo e ka tliSwago.

Ge a tSwela pele Mokgalabje Makubjana o re le ge ngwetsi
e ka bekwa ya ya bogadi sa ruri, ngwana wa mathomo e
swanetSe go mmelegela gae ga boyona go ya ka set3o sa
Bapedi ba Matlala tikologong ya Moutse. O re ngwetSi e
boela ga gaboyona ge matsatsi a go belega a batametSe
gomme ge e belege e fetSa kgwedi pele e boela bogadi
bja yona le mphepi (mofepi) wa go yo fepa ngwana. Ge a
tSwela pele o re ba gabolekgarebe ga ba lebale go bot3a
ba gabolesogana gore hlogo ya ngwetsi ya bona e sa le ya
batswadi ba yona. Se se Supa gore ba sa na le seabe go
ngwana wa bona (go ya ka fao go boletSwego ka godimo);
ke ka fao ge a hlokofetSe ba tsebiSago ba gabolekgarebe
pele.

Makubjana o tSwetSa pele ditaba tSe ka go re ge ngwetsi
e se ya bekwa, ga se e fetSe go nyalwa; ke go re lenyalo ga
se la felela goba ga se la phethagala. O re gape ge ngwetsi
e se e bekwe mohlang go ntShwa magadi, e swanetSe go
bekwa ka nako yeo e tlago le ge go ka feta nako ye telele ka
ge e se e fete legatong la mafelelo la lenyalo, e lego legato
le bohlokwa la ‘Go beka’ . Godimo ga moo o gatelela gore
ge mosadi a se a ke a bekwa mohlang a nyalwa le ge a ka
hlwa a godile gakakang o sa hlaelelwa go bekwa ka gore
mogogadi wa gagwe ga se a mo lokolla gore a tlele sa ruri
bogadi. Bogopa o tlaleletSa Makubjana ka go re ke ka moo
go felago go dirwa menyanya ya batSofadi ka ge ba bangwe
ba se ba fetSa go nyalwa ka go se bekwe. O re ba bangwe
ba direlwa medirwana ye ba SetSe ba ile go ya boyo (ba
hlokofetSe) e le gona go phetha setSo sa Bapedi (ba Matlala
ba Moutse).

Go ya pele, Bogopa le Makubjana ba gatelela gore go
ya ka Bapedi ba Matlala tikologong ya Moutse, ‘Go beka’
ke legato le bohlokwa go feta magato ka moka a lenyalo
ka gore ge le se la phethwa, lenyalo ga la felelela - e ba
pharelabanneng bophelong. Ba tSwela pele ka go re gantsi
go ba le tumelo ya go re badimo ba gabolekgarebe ga ba
le robalele le ba gabolesogana ga ba amogele ngwetSi
yeo ka diatla tSe pedi. Ba re ke ka lebaka leo ‘Go beka’ go
swanetSego go dirwa gotee le magadi goba ka morago ga
nako ye kopana ge lenyalo le fetile. Bakgalabje bao, Bogopa
le Makubjana, ba hlaloSa gore ge tatagolesogana a ka
hlokafala pele ga ge a ka ntSha kgomo goba setseka sa ‘Go
beka’ ngwetsi ya gagwe, rangwane wa lesogana ke yena
di mo itiago makopo gomme phareleng yeo go kgopelwa
rakgadi wa lesogana go thusana le yena. Go thwe pele ga
ge ba ka iSa setseka seo, ba ya go begela tatagolesogana
kua dirapeng gore le yena a robalele ngwetsi ya gagwe.

Ge ba tSwela pele ka thumo ya bona mabapi le ‘Go beka’,
Bogopa le Makubjana ba re ge ngwetsi e ka hlokafala pele
ga ge e ntShetSwa setseka sa go e beka, tatagolesogana
0 gapeletSega go phetha seo (‘Go beka’) gore ngwetsi ya
gagwe e robale ka khutSo, le bana bao e ba belegego ba se
be le madimabe ka ge mmagobona a tla be a bekilwe. Ba re
katlego le mahlogonolo a bophelo bja monyadi le monyadiwa
gammogo le bana ba bona, tSohle di letSe go legato le la ‘Go



beka’ go ya ka setSo sa Bapedi (ba Matlala tikologong ya
selete sa Moutse). Bakgalabje ba ba re ge go ka direga gore
monyadi le monyadiwa ba hlalane, kgomo ya ‘Go beka’ goba
sona setseka sa mohuta woo ke seyamoSate ga se boe le
ge magadi a ka nyakwa ka moka ke ba gabolesogana. Go
thwe setseka se sa ‘Go beka’ ga se boe ka lebaka la go re
ke sona se kgomaganyago badimo ba malapa a a mabedi:
a gabolesogana le a gabolekgarebe go fetela baneng le
ditlogolong tSa bona.

Bogopa le Makhubjana ba thumeletSa taba ye ya ‘Go
beka’ ka go re ge lesogana leo le nyetSego le ka hlokofala
pele lekgarebe la lona le bekwa, ba gabolekgarebe ba tsosa
lepheko la go re lekgarebe leo le ka se tsene ntlong (go
dulela mohu) ka ge ba se ba fetS§a go phethelana. Ka go
realo ba gabolesogana leo ba tlamega go lokiSa taba yeo
(‘Go beka’) pele ga poloko gore lekgarebe le kgone go tsena
ntlong go fihla ka letSatSi la poloko. Lebaka le lengwe gape
ke gore le kgone go roulela (go ilela) lesogana leo la lona le
gore moratho wa lesogana goba rangwane wa bana ba lona
(lekgarebe) a kgone go tlo godiSa lapa leo la mogolwagwe.
Go bjalo le ge go ka hlokofala lekgarebe leo pele ga ge le
bekwa. Batswadi ba gabolona ba tsoSa lepheko la go re le
ka se bolokelwe bogadi ka ge ba se ba ntSha setseka sa ‘Go
beka’. Go thwe ge go hlokofet§e ngwana wa bona bao ba
babedi (lekgarebe le lesogana), go ya ka setSo sa Bapedi
ba Matlala tikologong ya Moutse, ga go lepheko leo le ka
tsoSwago ka lebaka la go re ngwana ke wa monna le gona
o reetSwe sefane sa gabomonna go tloga mathomomg.
Ge go ka hlokofala ngwana yoo lesogana le hweditSego
lekgarebe leo le na le yena, taba ya lepheko ga e gona ka
ge a (hgwana) rekollotSwe sefaneng sa gabo pele goba ka
letSatsi la lenyalo.

Go thwe mmolelwana wa go re lebitla la mosadi ke
bogadi, o theilwe godimo ga ‘Go beka’ ka gore le ge ba
gabolesogana ba ka nyala ka dikgomo tSe makgolokgolo
goba diketekete tSa diranta eup3a ba se Supe e tee ya tSona
gore ke ya ‘Go beka’ ga se ba fetSa ka gona lekgarebe le
ka se yele bogadi sa ruri. Le ge lekgarebe le ka kgopelwa
la dula bogadi mengwagangwaga ba gabolekgarebe bona
ba dula ba beile mokganya phatleng e le ge ba letetSe ba
gabolesogana go goro$a setseka sa ‘Go beka’. Gape le ge
ba gabolesogana ba ka itebatSa goba ba lebala setseka
seo sa ‘Go beka’, bomalome le borangwane ba lekgarebe
ba dula taba yeo e le pharelabanneng bophelong bja bona
go fihlela e phethagatdwa. Ge setseka seo sa ‘Go beka’ se
tSwele goba se phethagaditSwe metswalle e bontShana la
mohlagare ge ba begelana ditaba dife kapa dife gomme ga
go na lepheko le ka le tee leo le ka tsoSwago ke lehlakore
le lengwe. Ge go dirilwe bjalo (setseka se tSwele) ke gona
mmolelwana wa lebitla la mosadi o bago le maatla le gona
o phethagalago. Ba gabolekgarebe le ba gabolesogana ba
phela ba se na letswalo le molato ge setseka se sa ‘Go beka’
se goroSitSwe, gomme pharelabanneng e feta le musi wa
dikwekwele gwa $ala Sebesebe phediSanong ya metswalle
ya gabolekgarebe le ya gabolesogana.

Bogopa le Makubjana ba ruma ka go gatelela kudu gore
legato le la ‘Go beka’ le kgatha tema ye kgolo go setSo sa
Bapedi ba Matlala tikologong ya Moutse. Ba re dikgoro di a
gola metswalle ya phela lethabong, badimo ba ba robalela
ka ge legato le bohlokwa la ‘Go beka’ le phethilwe. Go
thwe legato le la ‘Go beka’ ke lona le begelago badimo ba

gabolesogana le ba gabolekgarebe gore ngwana’ mokete
o gorogile lapeng la bokete gomme ditshwanelo ka moka
di phethilwe. Ba fetSa ka go re le ge go le bjalo phure ga
e hlokege dikgobeng, ba Supa gore ba bangwe ba gona
setS8habeng sa Bapedi ba Matlala bao ba ithibago ditsebe ge
go bolelwa ka legato le la ‘Go beka’ gomme dikgoro tSa bona
ke mojano ka lebaka la go se phethagatSe setSo sa bona. Ba
ra gore go na le dikgoro goba malapa ao a hlokomologilego
legato le la ‘Go beka’ ba no fetSa ka go ntSha magadi fela ya
ba ge ba nyalelana molato wa tSwa ka kgoro.

Thumo

Mo nyakiSiSong ye, tlhaloSo ya ‘Go beka’ e arotSwe
ka dikarolo tS§e pedi, e lego (a) tlhaloSo ka bangwadi
ba bangwe le (b) tlhaloSo ka badudi ba Moutse. Ka
lehlakoreng la go hlaloSwa ga legato la ‘Go beka’ ka
bangwadi ba bangwe go hweditSwe gore ga se ba bantsi
bao ba le hlaloSitS§ego ka botlalo le ka go teba ka go
tsenelela; ke go re ba akareditSe ditaba le go tlogela
tSe dingwe, mola badudi ba tikologo ya Moutse, bao go
bolediSanwego le bona, ba lekile go hlalosa ka go hlarolla
ditaba tSa ‘Go beka’ ka moka ka botlalo le ka medu
gammogo le ka tsenelelo.

Ditaba tSeo di gateletSwego ke badudi ba Moutse
malebana le ‘Go beka’ di akaretSa gore ke legato le bohlokwa
la mafelelo la lenyalo. Ba bolela gore morero wo mogolo
wa ‘Go beka’ o lebane le go goro$a ngwetsi sa ruri bogadi.
TshepediSo ya morero woo e phethwa ka kgomo. Godimo
ga moo go tSweleditSwe le taba ya go re ka ‘Go beka’ go sa
na le ditseka tSe dingwe tSeo di ka ntShwago ge go bekwa
go se na kgomo. Ditseka tSeo ke pudi goba tShelete yeo e
se nago seroto. Ba hlaloSitSe gape gore setseka seo sa ‘Go
beka’ se ka ntShwa le magadi gotee goba ditseka tSa tliswa
ka morago ga lenyalo.

Seo se lemogilwego fa ke gore ka legato le la ‘Go beka’
go gatelelwa mafelelo a tshepediSo ya lenyalo, le gore ge
motho (mosadi) a se a ka a bekwa go thwe ga se a fet§a go
nyalwa. Ke ka fao batho (basadi) ba bekwago le ge ba SetSe
ba godile, goba ba bangwe ba bekwa ba ithobaletSe boroko
bjo bogolo ka ge e le gona go hlompha legato le bohlokwa
le lenyalong. Godimo ga moo ba hlalositSe gore rangwane
le rakgadi wa lesogana ba rwala maikarabelo a ‘Go beka’
ge tatagolesogana a ka hlokofala pele a se a beka ngwetsi
ya gagwe.

Go rumilwe ka go re legato le, ge le ka se dirwe semetseng,
le sa tlo sepetSwa ka lenaneo bjalo ka magadi ka gore go ba
le bao ba swanetSego go sepetSa le go iSa kgomo yeo ya
‘Go beka’ bogadi. Seo se fapanego fela ke gore ‘Go beka’ ga
go direlwe moletlo goba gwa laletSwa set§haba morerong
wa mohuta woo. Legato le ga le sepetSwe ka mosito wa go
swana le wa lenyalo. Go no kgopelwa rangwane le malome
wa lesogana go phethagatS$a setSo sa Bapedi ba Moutse go
ya ka ‘Go beka’ ngwetsi gore e tlele sa ruri bogadi.

English summary

The main aim of this study is to analyse the Bapedi
traditional marriage system, with special reference to the
final stage of marriage called Go beka of the Matlala tribe
residing in the Moutse area. Although some research



has already been conducted relevant to the traditional
marriage system of the Bapedi, research to date focuses
on the marriage system of the Bapedi in general, but does
not explain in detail one of the stages of marriage that is
acceptable and critical in the Sepedi culture. This final
stage of marriage known as the Go beka is one in which
a bride is required to leave her parents’ family permanently
to reside with the in-laws. When critically analysing the
marriage customs of the Matlala tribe, one finds that it has
conventions in the marriage process that are different from
those of some other ethnic groups. The main difference in
the marriage system of the Matlala group is that it is based
on the obligations pertaining to the final stage of marriage,
called Go beka, which, unless carried out, renders the
marriage incomplete in terms of Bapedi traditional culture.

The method used in this study is different from a pure,
literary-based research method, and is an adaptation
suggested by Joubert (2004), in which what has not yet been
written down is examined. The methodology is thus based
on orality and performance. In other words, in this study,
the common research method of narratology that explains,
interprets and describes the structure of literature has not
been used. This research method is similar to the case study
method and focuses on points of discussion with stakeholders
who have a sound knowledge and understanding of matters
connected with the idea of the final stage of requiring young
married women to relocate to the abode of the in-laws (Go
beka). A record of oral discussions among those elders who
understand the customary practice of this particular marriage
system forms the basis of this research project.

This final stage of marriage called Go beka requires full
understanding of this marriage system and does not appear
to have been recorded by writers who have written about
the marriage system in the past. Therefore, this current
research project that has been facilitated by Bapedi ba
Matlala interprets and describes the idea of Go beka more
fully. Earlier researchers on the Matlala (Bapedi) have
mainly emphasised that this stage of Go beka plays a key
role in the culture of the Bapedi ba Matlala in Moutse. They
note that families grow bigger, the relatives are happier, and
the ancestors are believed to be at peace and are satisfied
because the final stage of marriage (Go beka) has been
performed. Legend has it that this stage of Go beka is one
in which the ancestors of a young man and those of a young
woman were reported to have informed them that the child of
so-and-so had arrived in the house of someone in the family
and all the necessary stages had been carried out.

The informers, however, conclude by saying that it is
possible that some Matlala people go astray by not following
customary law and, therefore, are likely to be punished by
experiencing incessant conflict within their families. The Go
beka principle also accentuates the requirement that the

daughter-in-law must always be submissive and obedient
to the customary laws of the in-laws, especially those of
her husband. That is why it is said that /ebitla la ngwetsi
ke bogadi, meaning ‘the grave of the woman is the place
of her in-laws’. The argument maintains that if the stage
of Go beka is not performed immediately, it will still be
performed, for instance, in the giving out of lobola (cattle),
because messengers of the husband’s family will be sent to
collect the payment of this final stage of the marriage. The
only distinction in this second phase of Go beka is that the
process does not require a ceremony or an invitation to a
feast. This stage is not performed in the same way as is the
case in the wedding. Only the younger brother or uncle of the
groom may perform this cultural activity of the Bapedi in the
Moutse area so that the daughter-in-law may finally move to
the homestead of the in-laws permanently.

Methopo

Methopo ya taodiSwana ye, e arotSwe ka dikarolo tSe pedi,
e lego (a) badudi ba Moutse bao ba etetSwego le (b) dipuku
tSa teori tSeo di tsopotSwego.

Badudi ba Moutse bao ba etetSwego
Bogopa SG (15-05-1933)

Maila S (18-07-1929)
Makubjana RJ (29-09-1946)
Malefo MD (16-08-1942)
Matlala M (23-10-1936)
Mogajana S (12-11-1940)
Mmotong JJ (14-09-1937)
Nkwana S (22-10-1948)

. Phokwana M (17-07-1936)

0. Thobejane RM (03-06-1945)

1. Phahlamohlaka M (10-10-1919)
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