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EDITORIAL 
SIDELINES IN PHILATELY. 

It's an old saying that "The stamp's the 
thing!" and like many old sayings there is 
a great deal of truth in it and the coll~cting 
of stamps is, and probably always will be, 
the backbone of philately. But it is not the 
whole truth and there are many interesting 
bypaths in philately which are well worth ex
ploring. Such bypaths or sidelines can be 
both interesting and instructive and most of 
them have the additional advantage of being 
inexpensive because the field is not over
-crowded. 

Everyone to his own taste, however, and we 
have no wish to preach on the advantages 
of "sidelines" beyond saying that, from per
sonal experience we can vouch for the vast 
amount of fun to be got out of some of them, 
and to indicate briefly some of the bypaths 
of philately which we think might be followed 
up more in South Afrca than they are, to the 
advantage both of the roamer and of local 
philately. 

STAMPS PRIVATELY PERFORATED. 

This editorial has really been prompted by 
the article appearing in this issue from the 
pen of Mr. A. Hilton Sydow dealing with this 
subject. Here is a little bypath which should 
without very much difficulty be readily enough 
followed up to an end. It has been done in 
Great Britain and Mr. F. H. Vallancey has 
published a booklet on British stamps privately 
perforated, giving a check list of all known 
initials. 

METER MARKS. 

These are coming more and more into use 
and are going to be good collectable items, 
but now is the time to get in before the early 
marks become too difficult to obtain. They 
will be like the air posts, the early specimens 
will be the most interesting and valuable. A 
meter mark catalogue is already on the mar
ket from the Harris publications, but we have 
seen practically nothing in print about South 
African marks and this should be a good field 
for exploration. 

SLOGANS. 

We see notes from time to time in foreign 
philatelic papers about our slogans, but they 
appear to be like the proverbial prophets
without honour in their own country! Why? 

POSTAL STATIONERY. 

At one time the collecting of postcards, 
newspaper wrappers, letter cards, embossed 
envelopes and other forms of postal stationery 
went hand in hand with the collecting of 
stamps, but of late years they have been 
largely neglected and all attention focussed 
on adhesive stamps. There are numerous 
signs of a revival of interest, however, in this 
part of philately, one of the most striking, 
perhaps, being the recent holding in Melbourne 
of a Philatelic Stationery Exhibition under 
the auspices of the active Philatelic Stationery 
Society of Australia. Under this heading they 
included not only general Postal Stationery, 
but also Meter Marks, Registration labels, 
Postmarks, Etiquettes, and Slogans. 

We agree that all these things should be 
collected. Anything connected with the postal 
service may indeed be collectable, although 
it may not be practicable for many of us to 
include in our collections such bulky objects 
as pillar boxes, postal vans or postal officials. 
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POSTMARKS. 

These can be perhaps the most fascinating 
part of philately as they give so many side
lights on postal and other history. A few 
articles on postmarks have appeared in our 
columns on this subject, but the surface has 
really only been scratched and we are woe
fully behind many countries in the writing up 
of our postmarks. 

Just think of a few of the possibilities 
among the old colonial and Republican marks, 
Anglo-Boer war marks, 1914-18 war marks, 
ship cancellations, special commemorative 
marks, etc., etc. 

There are to-day in various countries Post
mark Clubs and Circles and in the U.S.A. 
there is a special magazine "Postal Markings" 
run by an old South African, Mr. Stephen G. 
Rich. 

'We would specially commend to those in
terested the excellent handbooks which have 
been published in Germany dealing with the 
postmarks of South West Africa and of East 
Africa. They might well be taken as models 
for what should be done here. 

RAILWAY STAMPS. 

These deal with another form of transport 
once in vogue here as in other countries, viz., 
the sending of parcels by_ rail, the franking 
being done by special stamps. We are familiar 
with publications dealing with the railway 
stamps of Great Britain and with those of 
Australia and New Zealand but where is the 
corresponding information for South Africa 
to be obtained? Has anyone collected the 
stamps necessary for the writing up of the 
subject? 

TELEGRAPH STAMPS. 

For some reason or other British cata
logues for the great part ignore telegraph 
stamps although an occasional exception is 
made. Postage stamps with telegraphic can
cellations are also looked at askance. Why 
should this be? It seems to us that the Cos
tinental catalogues are more logical in re
garding the telegraphic service as an integral 
part of the postal service and in listing tele
graph stamps when there are special ones 
for the purpose. Qrdinary postage stamps used 
on telegraphic forms would, by the same 
reasoning, not be cold shouldered. 

REVENUE ST AMPS. 

These are collectable and even catalogues 
are available, . but we are not inclined to in
clude them under the heading of philately. 
Their use is no,t a part of the transport sys
tem of which posts and telegraphs are in
tegral portions. When revenue stamps are 
used for postal purposes, whether surcharged 
or not, the outlook is changed, of course, 

just as it is in the opposite direction in the 
case of postage stamps used for fiscal pur
poses. 

May he who runs, read, and may he who 
reads run-along some of the attractive by
paths of philately. 

H. R. HARMER'S RESUME OF SEASON 
1934-35. 

This summary of the leading events of the 
"Bond Street" auctions during the 1934-35 
season is full of the boom spirit and makes 
very cheering reading for philatelists. Eighty 
days of sales between September 17 and July 
23 and upwards of 25,000 lots. Nine of these 
lots fetched four-figure prices, in £'s sterling, 
the top mark being Mauritius "Post Office" 
ld. and 2d. used together on entire at £5,000. 
This was one of 20 items from Hind sales 
which fetched an aggregate of £35,725, the 
total form this collection yielding £180,000. 
Numerous illustrations are given in this sum
mary of the star items; plans for the present 
season; and Mr. Harmer's various ways of 
helping both buyers and sellers. It is worth 
while all advanced collectors having a copy. 

GREAT BRITAIN.-The 4d. and 9d. of the 
new rotogravure series were released on 2nd 
December. The stamps are similar in design 
and colour to those they have replaced, only 
the colours are more brilliant. 

EMPIRE EXHIBITION: SOUTH AFRICA~ 
• 1936. 

FIRST EXHIBIT ARRIVES. 

One full year ahead of time, the first exhibit 
for Johannesburg's Jubilee Exhibition ar
rived. This is a genuine Voortrekker Wagon,. 
known to be over a century old. It is the 
property now of the Potchefstroom University 
College, and it was intended to be on show 
at the Radio and Engineering Models Exhibi
tion held recently in Johannesburg. It was 
not possible to get it into the City Hall, how
ever, none of the doorways being large enough. 
Now it will rest at Milner Park to be on 
view in the African Transport section of the 
1936 Exhibition. 

What will be the first philatelic exhibit to 
arrive for the International Philatelic Exhibi
tion which will be a near neighbour to the old 
wagon? Does anyone feel inclined to run a 
sweepstake or off er a prize for it? 
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Some Union Stamps cprivately 

cp erf orated 
By A. HILTON SYDOW. 

The Union Government Postal Guide con
tains a paragraph, viz.: 

"4. Perforation of Postage Stamps: With 
a view to protection from dishonesty, firms 
may perforate with their initials the postage 
stamps, post cards, newspaper wrappers, and 
embossed envelopes purchased by them, pro
vided that the permission of the Postm_aster
General is first obtained. The perforation of 
stamps, whether revenue or postage, renders 
such stamps invalid for purposes of stamp 
duty." . 
Some little time ago I received a letter from 

a collector enclosing a Union Georgian _stamp 
perforated with certain initials, enquir~ng _as 
to its purport. Evidently, therefore, their sig-
nificance is not universally known. . 

For some years I have been collectmg 
Union of South Africa stamps "privately p_er
forated," and have formed a separate sect10n 
in my album. . . 

Following herewith is a list of them, g1vmg 
the significance of the initials where they have 
been identified. Those marked with a ? have 
not been elucidated. 

INTERPROVINCIAL PERIOD, 1910-1913. 

Cape of Good Hope ld., J.W.J. & Co.= J. vV. 
Jagger & Co., Cape Town. 

Cape of Good Hope ld., J.G.=? 
Cape of Good Hope, ld., T.S. & S.=? 
Cape of Good Hope, ld. R.W. & S. & Co.= 

R Wilson and Son & Co. 
Transvaal ½d. and ld., J.W.J. & Co.==J. W. 

Jagger & Co., Cape Town. 
ld., C.S. & Co.=C. Searle & Co., Mossel Bay. 
ld., C.W.C.=Cutler, Wilson & Co. 
id. and ld., C.T. Ld.=Cape Times, Limited, 

Cape Town. 
1d., J.S.=? 
ld., B.B.==Batter, Batter & Co., Kingwilliams

town. 
ld., C.S.S.==? 

GEORGIAN PERIOD, 1913-1925. 
id., ld., 2d., J.W.J. & Co.=J. W. Jagger & 

Co., Cape Town. 
2d., J.W.J. JHB.=J. W. Jagger & Co., Jo

hannesburg. 
Hd., 2d., 3d., S.B. S.S.==Standard Bank of 

South Africa, Ltd. 
id., ld., Hd., 2d., C.C.T.==Corporation of th~ 

City of Cape Town. 
2d., C.E.G. & Co. Ltd.= C. E. Gardner & Co., 

Limited, Port Elizabeth. 

id., C.W.C.==Cutler, Wilson & Co., Cape Town. 
½d., ld., Hd., 2d. (perf 14 x imperf), B.L. & 

Co.=Brown Laurence & Co., Cape Town. 
½d., L.R.==L. Raphaely, Cape Town 
½d., Hd., 2d., R.W.S. & Co.=R. Wilson, Son 

& Co., Cape Town. 
½d., J.D. & Co.==J. Dickinson & Co. (Africa), 

Limited, Cape Town. 
½d., Hd., P. Ld.=F. J. Pearce, Limited, Clare

mont. 
id., 2d., 3d., D.S.==? 
ld., B.W. & Co.==Burroughs, Wellcome & Co., 

Cape Town. 
Hd., U.T.C. Ld.==United Tobacco Cos. (S), 

Ltd., Cape Town. 
½d., 2d., D.R.C.==Dunlop Rubber Co. (S.A.), 

Ltd., Cape Town. 
½d., W.D. & S.:::::William Dawson & Sons 

(S.A.), Limited, Cape Town. 
PICTORIALS, 1926-1931 (London and 

Pretoria). 
~d., ld., 2d., W.D. & S.==William Dawson & 

Sons (S.A.), Limited, Cape Town. 
½d., ld., J.D. & Co.-John Dickinson & Co. 

(Africa), Limited, Cape Town. 
½d., ld., C.T.C.==Corporation of the City of 

Cape Town. 
ld., B.K.==Batter, King & Co., Kingwilliams

town. 
½d., L.L.==Lennon, Limited, Cape Town. 

ROTOGRAVURES. 
½d., 2d., 3d.,_3d. (blue), 6d., C.T.C.==Corpora

tion of the City of Cape Town. 
ld., B.K.==Batter, King & Co., Kingwilliams

town. 
ld., E.A.C.==Mrs. Christianson ( Christmas 

Stamps), Durban. 
ld., L.L.=Lennon, Limited, Cape Town. 
ld., D.R.C.==Dunlop Rubber Co. (S.A.), Lim

ited, Cape Town. 
ld., P.V. & Co.=Prince, Vincent & Co., Oudts

hoorn. 
ld., J.D. & Co.==John Dickenson & Co. (Af

rica), Limited. 
ld., B.B.==Batter, Batter & Co., East London. 
ld., LS.==? 

I have not detailed those perforated inverted, 
reversed normal, or reversed inverted. 

I have also a Pre-Union Cape of Good Hope 
ld., H & C.==Herman & Carnard, Cape Town, 
and Mr. Tamsen has sent me a Cape of Good 
Hope, 6d. perforated R.M. It suggests "Resi
dent Magistrate," but we have a Cape Town 
firm R. Muller, Music Dealers. I shall in-

vestigate. 
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I Perforations of the § 

-

~===! Stamp;::d;s~:thern 
By FRANK W. PORTER. 
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In the first issue one type of perforation 
and one gauge were used right up to the last 
day of the issue, a single line machine with 
a 14 gauge. 

This machine, as its name signifies, consists 
of one single line of pins and each line of 
perforation on• a sheet of stamps is done by 
a separate operation. 

This type of perforation is easily disting
uishable by the unsightly hole, where the 
horizontal and vertical lines of perforation 
intersect, by three perfs running into each 
other. 

The use of the single line machine un
doubtedly accounts for the numerous imperf. 
varieties in this issue, but why they were 
passed by the _printers and put into circula
tion is not so evident, and seems to suggest 
very careless examination of the sheets before 
delivery to the postal authorities. 

In the 1931 issue the first few printings 
were in this same single line perf ., but with 
a 12 gauge, except on the 2d. and 3d. values, 
which were perf. 15 x 14. 

In 1933 a change was made to the lH perf. 
and as each value in the 12 perf. was sold 
out the new printing came out in the new 
lU perf. Now this change is not so much a 
difference in gauge as a difference in the type 
of perf. 

The new lH perf. is made by a comb 
machine and it is not necessary to use a 
perforation gauge to tell whether a stamp 
is perf. 12 or perf. lH. 

A casual glance at the stamp will tell you 
at once especially if you are looking at a 
block of four or a stamp with a piece of the 
margin attached. 

At the intersections of the lines of perfora
tion there is one single clean-cut perf ., and 
not the three perfs. all run into one, of the 
line of perf. 

In the comb machine three sides of each 
stamp are perforated in one operation, the 
top and two sides, and each line of stamps 
is done separately. 

When the last rew on the sheet is reached 
only the bottom line requires perforating, but 
this machine must perforate three sides, and 

that is why you will always find the bott<om. 
or the top margin perforated, according to 
whether you start the operation at the top 
or bottom of the sheet. 

This lU perf. is very difficult to tear and 
there have been many complaints from the 
postal clerks, consequently the government has 
just ordered a trial printing of ~d. and 1d. 
stamps with a 14 perf. to see if that will 
improve matters. 

PERFS. TO ORDER. 

The Stamp News, the official organ of the 
Australasian Exchange Club, informs us that: 

"Some bright brain in the U.S.A. has in
vented and manufactured a small and handy 
perforating machine, possibly with no under
hand motive, but merely to improve the lot 
of his fellow men. His talents, however, have 
been used by sundry gentlemen with a phila
telic bent to turn 'straight edges' into stamps 
nicely perforated on all four sides. So if you 
are offered seemingly good copies of the scarcer 
U.S. stamps at 'bargain' prices, treat them 
warily, for genuinely good copies of U.S. 
command stiff prices in any market, and sell 
well too." 

KEEP in TOUCH 
with the great 
WORLD of STAMPS 

through 

(F>~~ ]~ (weekly) 

~~ 
"The Paper that really helps you with your hobby'' 

You need the Latest and Best Information on 
New and Forthcoming Issues, Stamp Market 
fluctuations, Auction Room realisations Who's 
Who and What's On in the Royal Hobby. 

You'll find it First in S'.1AMP lJOLLECTING 
for more than 22 years the leading Stamp J ournai 
of the British Empire, always brim full of News 
and Bargains for the keen Collector. 

You can't Collect St,amps 
successfully without it ! 

Introductory copy gratis, on 
request, from 

G. M. MORRIS 
( S.A. representative), 

P.O. Box 36, 

SIMONSTOWN, C.P. 
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CRhodesian cplates 
By W. J. HARRINGTON. I 

Through the courtesy of the Philatelic So
ciety of Rhodesia, I am enabled to publish the 
following details regarding the plates of Rho
desian seamps and postal stationery which 
have recently been handed over for safe keep
ing to the National Historical Committee 
of Southern Rhodesia and are now housed in 
Bulawayo. 

1890 Issue.-One plate of each value from 
ld. to £10. 

1891-95 Issue.-One plate and also value 
tablets for all denominations. 

1896 (Large Arms) Issue.-Four centre 
plates, being plates 1 and 2 (Die 1) and 
plates 3 and 4 (Die II). 

1897 (Re-engraved) Issue.-

Value plates.-One numbered roller for each 
of the following denominations: id. (2367), 
ld. (2368), 2d. (2339), 3d. (2369), 4d. (2367), 
6d. (2371), 8d. (2372), £1 (2411). Flat plate, 
no number, ls. There are no plates for the 
2s., 2s. 6d., 3s., 4s., 5s., or 10s. denominations. 

Centre Plates.-One plate (2379) two sets 
of 60. 

Revenue Plates.-Of 20 stamps each, one 
value plate (flat) for each-£30 (3775), £50 
(2417), £100 (2418), £200 (2419). 

Centre plates.-(Flat) one without number 
and one No. 2413. 

1898 (Small Arms) Issue.-One roller for 
each of the following denominations: ~d. 
(2555), ld. ( 4964), 2d. (2557), 2~d. (2558), 
3d. (2559), 4d. (no number), 6d. (2561), ls. 
(2562), 2s. 6d. (2563), 3s. (3639), 5s. (2654), 
7s. 6d. (3509), 10s. (2565), £20 (3510), £100 
(3511). 

One flat plate for each of the following 
denominations £1 (3350), £2 (3355), £5 
(3356), £10 (3357). 

Note.-The 7s. 6d. and the "pound" values 
are in panes of• 60 and the others each in 
four panes of 60. 

1905 (Victoria Falls) Issue.-One flat plate 
for each denomination as follows: ld. ( 4305), 
21d. (4306), 5d. (4307), ls. (4308), 2& 6d. 
( 4309), 5s. ( 4310). 
Proof pl-ates (2016). 

One of ld., 2~d. and 5d. with designs num
bered 4081 to 4083. 

One of ls., 2s. 6d. and 5s. with designs num
bered 4084 to 4086. 

1910 (Double head) Issue.-One roller for 
each of the following denominations: ~d. 
( 5552), 2d. ( 5559), 3d. ( 5553), 4d. ( 5558) 5d. 
(5551), 6d. (5554), 8d. (5561), 10d. (5556), 
ls. (5560), 2s. (5562). 

One flat plate for each of the following de
nominations: ld. ( 5557), 2M. ( 5569), 2s. 6d. 
(5563), 3s. (5564), 5s. (5566), 7s. 6d. (5565), 
10s. ( 5568), £1 ( 5567). 

One centre plate (rocker) numbered 5555. 

1913-23 (Admiral) Issue.-One roller for 
each of the following denominations: M. 
(8045), ld. (7285), Hd. (7105), 2d. (8046), 
2M. (6370), 3d. (6371), 4d. (6372), 5d. (6373), 
6d. ( 8042), 8d. (8057), 10d. (8043), ls. 
(8050), 2s. (6378), 2s. 6d. (6379), 3s. (6380), 
5s. (6381), 7s. 6d. (6382), 10s. (6383), £1 
(7761). 

. One head plate (7139), from a photograph, 
rs clearly Die III. An examination of this 
plate is being made and it is probable that 
some light will be thrown upon the " white 
shoulder" controversy. 

POSTCARDS. 

"Mashonaland"-ld. Inland. ld. reply paid 
and Hd. international on one plate. 

"Large Arms"-ld. Inland. ld. Reply paid. 
Hd. International. One without stamp. 

Lettercard.-Of 1898 ( ? ) • 
Registered Envelopes.-Two "Arms" type, 

4d. Seal "Arms," 2d. 

Embossed Envelope Seal.-" Arms'' ld. 
I am given to understand that members of 

the Philatelic Society are arranging to ex
amine these plates in more detail with a view 
to ascertaining whether it is possible to ac
quire any further information. Full details of 
any new discoveries will in due course be 
available to Rhodesian specialists through the 
medium of this Journal 

B. & K. · 
The firm that supplies the stamps others cannot. 
Our prices are reasonable, though in some cases 
not so low as quotations elsewhere, but we can 
fill most requirements. We aim to be able t.o 
supply 

ANY STAMP OF ANY COUNTRY 
and can generally offer most stamps of a want 
list, however difficult. Prices average half cata
logue. Let us know your requirements. We 
never worry with unwanted selections. 

19i3 Price List of British Colonial Stamps. 
100 Pages • • . Price One Shilling. 

(Refunded against purchases.) 
B & K Special Offers - No. 10 - free on request. 

BRIDGER & KAY, LTD. 
170 STRAND LONDON, W.C.%. 
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THE HANDLEY-PAGE FLIGHT OF 1920. 

We have received from Mr. Park Smith a 
photograph of a cover carried on the unfor
tunate Handley-Page flight of 1920. ~he 
photograph is here reproduced as it represents 
the rarest of all South African airposts. Mr. 
Park Smith is anxious to know, if possible, 
how many covers were carried, to what points 
they were addressed and how many are known 
to exist to-day. He further wishes to collect, 
as a historical record, photographs of 
machines and pioneer pilots and any particu
lars or press cuttings referring to such flights. 
Can any of our readers help him? 

It would certainly be a good thing to have 
the information with regard to the Handley
Page flight brought up to date as the facts 

WANTED-FOR 

given in Simenhoff's Catalogue are not now 
correct in several particulars. 

Only four copies are said to be known. Well, 
the photograph here reproduced is certainly 
not one of the two recorded by him as being 
in South Africa. The dimensions of the cachet 
"Carried by Aeroplane" given in the catalogue 
are not, we believe, correct, and lastly, the 
statement that the cancellation "Beaufort 
West" appears on the covers -0nly applies to 
those addressed to that point, not to those ad
dressed to further points. 

Unfortunately the faint rubber stamp mark 
in violet ink reading circularly HANDLEY
PAGE SOUTH AFRICAN TRANSPORT, 
LTD. and across the centre AERIAL POST, 
has not come out well in the reproduction. 
Only a faint outline is visible in the lower 
left corner. 

PROMPT CASH 
Union Jubilee Issue, in mint joined pairs, blocks or sheets, also used, any 

quantity. 

South West Africa Jubilee Issue, in mint or used sets or singles, any 

quantity. 

PLEASE SUBMIT WITH BEST PRICES. NO OFFERS. 

A. L I C H T E N S T E I N , B.P .A. 

Box 76, Rouxville, O.F.S. 
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Air Mail N ates and 
News 

By L. A. WYNDHAM. 
.... ,1,11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111, 

THE RECORD CAPE-ENGLAND FLIGHT. 

The chapter of the aerial conquest of the 
Dark Continent of Africa was closed at the be
ginning of 1932, but the record flight made by 
Mr. Llewellyn and Mrs. Jill Wyndham from 
the Cape to England in November in 6~ days 
is a notch in the story of the development 
of aviation within the last few years. A 
few letters are known to have been carried 
on the flight. 

Of late the African route has again been 
engaging the attention of the record break
ing airmen and attempts on the record from 
London to Cape Town which stands at just 
over 3 days have been undertaken by Camp
bell Black, of Australian Race fame, and by 
Mr. Brooks and Mr. Llewellyn. The fact that 
these attempts have not met with success is 
indicative of the difficulties with which Im
perial Airways will be confronted in put~ing 
into force its announced programme of brmg
ing South Africa within four days of England 
in 1937. 

It is just over ten years ago since Mr. (now 
Sir) Alan Cobham, after his Survey Flight 
to the Cape on behalf of Imperial Airways 
( on which he carried and despatched special 
"Flight" souvenir cards) made the p10neer 
flight from Cape Town to London. 

It so happened that, on the day Cobham 
left, the "Windsor Castle" was sailing for 
Southampton and an impromptu race was 
started between the "Windsor Castle" and 
Cobham's D.H. 50. Despite the severe handi
cap of over 3,000 miles and limited hours of 
"running," Cobham's D.H. 50 won and much 
money changed hands as the favourite had 
lost. But most important of all, the mail 
steamer had been beaten for the first time in 
history by the first attack made on her time 
( 17 days) by an aeroplane. 

Cobham had on board a letter from the 
Governor-General of the Union (Earl Ath
lone) to His Majesty the King and a few 
others for personal friends. These comprised 
the first aerial mail from South Africa to 
EnP.,'land and are of great rarity and interest 
to-day. 

PROPOSED LOURENCO MARQUES 
SERVICE. 

Permission was recently given by the Por
tuguese authorities to South· African Airways 
to operate a regular air mail service between 

Germiston and Lourenco Marques, and it i& 
expected that the service will be inaugurated 
early this year. 

UMTALI. 
As from the 3rd October last, U mtali was. 

made an intermediate stopping point on the 
Salisbury-Beira "feeder" service opened by 
Rhodesian and N yasaland Airways in the pre
ceding August. No special envelopes or· 
cachets were used. 

NEW AIR MAIL LABEL BOOKLETS. 
In September, the second issue of air mail 

labels in booklet form made its appearance~ 
The booklets were printed by the Government 
Printer, Pretoria, and issued by the Post 
Office in collaboration with Imperial Airways~ 
The cover of the booklet is the same as that 
of the first issue made over a year previously 
except that it and the actual label are in a 
much darker shade of blue. 

AIR MAIL PROPAGANDA. 
The Post Office is to be heartily congratu

lated upon its policy of air mail propaganda? 
the most notable features of which from the· 
airpost collectors' point of view are:-

(1) The selection at random of a number 
of letters from the ordinary mail and 
their inclusion in the air mail. These 
letters are selected after the air mail 
has closed and are impressed with a
special cancellation reading "This Ar
ticle reaches you by Air Mail." Under 
arrangement with S.A. Railways no 
charge is made for the air conveyance of 
these "propaganda" mails. 

(2) The issue of a special air mail folder 
as from September. 

(3) "Use the Air Mail" reminders printed 
on telegram forms. 

( 4) A page of inter leafing in the new stamp, 
booklets is devoted to air mail propa
ganda. In addition to the heading "Use 

Air Mail" the page bears an illustra
tion of the "Speed Bird" label and an 
attractive design consisting of a winged 
letter with the inscription "Give your 
letters wings-Voorsien U briewe var1 
Vlerke." 

It will be of interest to see whether the Post 
Office will adopt the British idea of including 
a couple of air mail labels in the stamp book
lets. Now that air mail services and rates 
seem to be more settled it is also possible 
that a new Air Mail pamphlet will be issued. 
The last pamphlet, which was to be a monthly 
publication, appeared in August, 1934. 

THE AIR MAIL SOCIETY. 
That the Air Mail Society is a very pro

gressive one is evinced by the early an
nouncement that it has decided to commem0r-
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ate the twenty-fifth anniversary of aerial 
postal communications in a very fitting way. 
It has been decided that a dinner is to be given 
in honour of Commander Sir Walter Wind
ham, R.N. (Vice-President of the Society) 
on 18th February, 1936, the day which marks 
the twenty-fifth anniversary of the World's 
first official air mail flight from Allahbad 
to Naini in India and which was organised by 
Commander Windham. South Africa is closely, 
although not directly, associated with the 
pioneer of the aerial post, as its first aerial 
mail in December, 1911, traces its inception to 
his idea of the value of the aeroplane as a 
mail carrier to which he gave expression in 
both the flight referred to above and the 
Coronation Aerial Postal Service of the 
United Kingdom in September, 1911. Had it 
not been for Sir Walter Windham, South 
Africa would not have been able to pride it
self as ranking amongst the 1911 pioneer 
countries of the aerial post. 

Applications for membership to this progres
sive society should be made to Mr. Roy 
Harker, "Stonea," Bullsmore Lane, ·waltham 
Cross, Herts, England. Annual subscription is 
5s. and entrance fee, 5s. 

THE FIRST "RHODESIA." 

A large number of philatelists will no doubt 
be surprised to learn that "RHODESIA" may 
be found on the stamps of that country sev
eral years prior to the official overprint of 
1909. 

Rhodesia, which was situated on Lake 
Mweru, in the extreme north-west of Northern 
Rhodesia, was a small administrative station 
founded by Captain Crawshay of the Nyasa
land Consular Service in 1895. It appeared 
on the map compiled from the data supplied 
by Sir H. H. Johnston of 1897, and in one 
or two other early maps. Subsequently the 
name was changed to Kalungwisi (or as it 
is spelt in the postmarks, Kalunguisi). This 
latter name also appears on early maps, and in 
fact on some modern ones although it has long 
since ceased to exist. Neither are shown in 
Mr. Coxhead's map of 1911. The administra
tive offices and post office were closed up and 
transferred to Chienji (spelt thus on early 
postmarks, but now spelt Chiengi). Rhodesia 
was founded with the object of endeavouring 
"to establish friendly relations with the rest
less and quarrelsome tribes round about there, 
and, so far as possible, to place obstacles in 
the way of the slave traffic" (Hole). The 
occupation of the station was intermittent. 

An illustration is given of the postmark to 
be found on the stamps, the overprinted ones 
"B. C. A." of 1891, and probably the 1890 
B.S.A.C. I shall be glad to hear from any 
reader who has one. 
-H. C. Dann, in the Philatelic Magazine, 
Oct., 18, 1935. 

BASUTOLAND. 

The Basutoland postal system was affiliated 
to that of the Cape Colony from 1884 and was 
administered by the Postmaster-General at 
Capetown. Mail services were regularly main
tained in connection with Cape Colony and the 
Orange Free Sta.te. 

The postal work steadily increased from. 
£896 in 1895 to £1,619 in 1898. The letters 
posted in Basutoland annually were between 
a hundred and a hundred and fifty thou.sand. 

The 'nineties in Basutola.nd contain the long 
story of the vital opposition headed by 
Masupha against the paramount chief Lethodi. 
It is only worth mentioning because of the 
Administrator's comment: " Lurking behind 
the veneer of civilisation, which consisted of 
wearing smart European clothes, there was a 
deeply rooted superstition." 

During the Anglo-Boer War the ordinary 
postal route to Aliwal North was closed at 
the beginning of November, 1899, a Boer 
leader, Olivier, destroying the telegraph Jines. 
The line of posts was established by express 
riders or runners through the mountains 
through Ea.st Griqualand and by means of 
pack horses from Quthing across the moun
tains to Aliwal North. 

From The Stamp Lover, July, 1934. 

REMOVING MINT STAMPS. 

The following description of a method of re
moving mounts and paper from mint stamps 
is taken from the American journal "Stampe": 

" By using the following method you will 
find that a stamp retains most of its o. g. 

" T~e a clean blotter and wet the absor
bent side with water. Then take the stamp 
from which you want to remove the pa.per and 
place it on the blotter, face up, i.e., have the 
paper backing touch the blotter. Now put a 
flat-iron on this, but be sure the iron is abso
lutely clean. Permit this to stay for from 
ten to fifteen minutes, and then the stamp will 
peel readily. With a. little practice you shoul-:J. 
obtain excellent results." 

We have not tried this method, so do not 
blame us if it fails to work. 

Yet another method by the same journal:
"! have noticed that several of the contri

butors to this column seem to be in a quan
dary as to how to remove mint stamps that 
have become stuck to the album pages with
out damaging the stamps. My formula for 
this is done in this manner: lay a piece of 
cloth do"\\>'11 on a smooth board, place the stamp 
down on this so that the design will be face 
up. Place a piece of tissue paper over the 
stamp. Next take a hot iron and iron over 
this. After this I think that you will find 
that the stamp comes off the paper easily 
and with most or practically all of the 
original gum still on the back." 
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THE UNION JUBILEE ISSUE. 
By DR. ALEC KAPLAN. 

Of all the Union issues there are none 
that can compare in philatelic interest-both 
for general collectors and specialists-or in 
monetary worth, with the Jubilee Issue. It 
is indeed a matter of philatelic pride for us 
in South Africa, that of the most interesting 
issue of stamps of this century, the South 
African issue should hold a supreme position. 

For the general collector the four values 
show a few very interesting, distinct and 
definite varieties and one rarity in the 6d. 
issue. For the specialist there is the fascina
tion of plating the issue and deciding the 
dates of issue of the various printings. 

The four values of the Jubilee Stamps were 

1910 1910 

,.,. 0 
IS 

r, 2 

E:- s 

J 

each printed from two plates, the frame plate 
and the head plate by the rotogravure process. 
This process of printing is a highly involved 
photographic method which produces cylind
rical copper plates etched in. recess. Copper 
plates are naturally soft and require frequent 
polishing and cleaning. Again in recess print
ing, the plates are constantly being cleaned 
and hence numerous trifling varieties occur 
which are of little philatelic importance. 

Only one head plate was used for all values 
and this head plate shows three states. The 
three states are easy to see and the order 
given is the order in which the stamps were 
issued to the public. 

Fig. I. 

.:a. 

1910 

) !) 

2. 

6 

~ 
.:,- 4 

~ 

7 
•• .I,. 

Plate A. Plate Al. Plate B. 

Plate A. 

1. Row 13. Stamps 

2. 
" 

14. 
" 

3. 16. " " 4. 
" 

12. 
" 

Plate A. occurs in 
only. 

Schema of th-e Three 

1. The first 1 of 1910 
extended upwards, 

2. Gash in King's 
head. 

1. Ear Mark. 
5. One dot above and 

o n e d o t beside 
King's head. 

the M. and ld. values 

States of Headplate. 

Plate A. l. 

1. Absent. 

2. Present. 

3. Present. 

4. Present. 

Plate Al. occurs in the 3d. and 6d. values 
only. 
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l'late B. FRAME PLATES. 

1. Absent. Only one frame plate each were used for 
the id., 3d. and 6d. values. There are thus 
two printings of the ~d. 2. Very faint. 

3. Faint. The frame plate for the ld. value appears 
in three states. 

In the third state it shows an interesting 
4. Absent. 
Plate B. occurs in the id. and ld. values 

,only. flaw. 

Fig. II. 

J 

S~ So,JTPf lfFtttU,- 51J1'1r-7,n1,c,r 

Plate X. Plate Y. Plate Z. 

Schema of the Three States of the ld. Frameplate. 

Plate X. Up to the present, I know of only the 
following three printings, namely, AX, A Y 
and BZ. 1. Row 

2. 
" 

3. 
" 4. 

15. No. 1. One line 
Afrika. 

16. No. 1. One line 
Afrika. 

16. No. 2. Ni1. 
16. No. 3. Nil. 

through 

through 

Suid-

Suid- The last printing BZ, was only put on sale 
on June, 29, and had a two days' life. 

Plate Y. 

I have numbered the different states of 
the plates and the printings according to their 
chronological appearance. It is much too early 
yet to be able to attempt a complete list of 
the printings of the Union Jubilee Issue. 1. One line through Suid-Afrika. 

2. Nil. VARIETIES. 

3. Nil. In the ½d. and ld. values occur the ex
tended 1 in 1910. 4. Nil. 

In all values occur the headgash and· ear
mark. Plate Z. 

1. Two 
2. Two 
3. One 
4. One 

lines through 
lines through 
line through 
line through 

Suid-Afrika. 
Suid-Afrika. 

South Africa. 
Suid-Afrika. 

In the 6d. value there are two distinct 
colours. One colour is deep orange ranging 
to a yellow orange. The other is a yellowish 
buff colour and is extremely rare. 

It will be seen therefore that six different 
printings of the ld. value are possible, namely, 
AX, AY, AZ and BX, BY and BZ. 

The ld. stamp, situated in Row 7, No. 5, 
shows the shading badly damaged in front 
of the Springbok. This only occurs in the 
last printing and is definitely scarce, as this 
printing was only on sale for two days. 

TO ACTIVE COLLECTORS 

AT 50 TO 75% £25,000 I 
We are making up a series of 
Approval Books of single 
stamps_, used and unused, cover- DISCOUNT. 

___________ __,_ mg every country. ~-----------
Prices are subject to 50 to 75 per cent. discount, according to amount of purchase. They will tota,1 
to £25,000 or more .. A mixture of countries, or any separate country can be sent. This is a grand 
chance for general collectors to improve their collections. Send for a trial selection. References please. 

THIS MONTH'S BARGAIN :-
ST. VINCENT, 1909-11, "Pax et Justicia, ½<l., ld., 2d., 3d., 6d., 1/- mint, Cat. 21/10. Our price, 5/6. 

Block of four, 21/-. 
"KING-SWAY" and "ALDWYCH" Movable-leaf Albums, from 7/- to 55/6. Send for particulars, also 

list of over 1,000 long sets and other bargains. 
BRIGHT & SON (Frank H. Oliver), 167 STRAND, LONDON, W.C.2. 

Established over 60 years. 
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EAST LONDON PHILATELIC SOCIETY. 

President, H. Courlander; Hon. Secretary, 
C. S. Thornton, 35 St. Mark's Road. Meetings, 
2nd Tuesdays, Railway Institute, 8 p.m. 

The usual monthly meeting of the Society 
was held at the Railway Institute on 7th No
vember, Mr. Courlander presiding. The at
tendance was almost a record, and the meet
ing had to adjourn to a larger room to enable 
all the members to be accommodated. 

Contributions of stamps were received from 
members for the purpose of distributing them 
as prizes at the forthcoming competition and 
exhibition by juniors on the 18th December. 

A very hearty welcome was extended to 
Mr. Andrew Watson, of Pretoria, who 
very kindly brought along a nice selection from 
his well-known British collection comprising 
proofs, essays pre-stamp covers, Parliamentary 
franks, and some wonderful blocks, pairs and 
strips of the line engraved stamps of Great 
Britain. 

Members were loud in their praises of this 
fine display, and Mr. Watson was accorded a 
hearty vote of thanks. These visits and dis
plays by visiting philatelists are much ap
preciated and we hope this will catch the eye 
of those who may be visiting East London 
at any time. 

Then followed an auction of British Empire 
Jubilee stamps. A large.number changed hands 
at good prices. 

Three new members were elected and we 
have to welcome back Messrs. Gordon-Brown 
and Wilson who have returned from a trip 
overseas, and Mr. Paviour from Port Eliza
beth. 

After a few raffles had taken place, the 
meeting closed with a very kind invitation 
by the President to hold the next gathering at 
his residence. 

W.H. 

EAST RAND PHILATELIC SOCIETY. 

President, C. L. Larsen; Hon. Secretary, J. 
Doyle, Box 6, Germiston. Meetings, 1st Thurs
days, Transvaal Hotel, Boksburg, 8 p.m. 

At the meeting held on December 5 the at
tendance, in spite of bad weather, was very 
good, there being only 2 absentees. Mr. C. L. 
Larsen was in the chair. 

On behalf of the members of the Society, 
the President presented to Mr. J. Doyle an 
engraved cigarette case as a small token of 
their appreciation of his services as Hon. 
Secretary. (This being Ml.', D.rwle's sixth year 
in that position.) 

Mr. T. Wood displayed his collection of: 
Manchuria which was complete from the over
printed Chinese stamps to date. 

Mr. C. L. Larsen, ld. Union advertisement 
booklets. 

Mr. A. P. Lynn, U.S.A. Modern Commem-
oratives. 

Mr. Sifke, latest German Commemoratives. 
on covers. 

Mrs. Wood, Qirenaica, Eritrea and Somali-
land. 

Mr. Wood, Union Pictorial (proofs). 
Mr. Larsen, Egypt Pre-stamp covers. 
The various items shown were so keenly

enjoyed by those present that there was hardly-
time for the refreshment interval. 

PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF 
JOHANNESBURG. 

G.D. 

President, R. H. Morley; Hon. Secretary, J_ 
G. Kupferman, Box 4967. Meetings, 2nd 
Tuesdays, Carlton Hotel, 7.45 p.m. 

The December meeting of the Philatelic So
ciety of Johannesburg, now known as "Morley 
Night," was held at the Carlton Hotel on the 
10th December. The Drawing Room h'ad been 
tastefully laid out with a long table down 
the centre for the exhibits and small tables: .. 
along the sides for members and their guests. 
All records for attendance were broken, the
numbers present totalling 120. 

Songs were rendered during the evening by 
the Melodians and the Harmonettes durin~ 
refreshments, and to break the monotony of 
the dry as dust business part of the meeting► 

The Chairman, Mr. Morley, welcomed the 
visitors, especially the Pretoria and East Rand 
contingents. 

The exhibitors were Mr. Carleton Jones and 
Mr. Schofield. Each exhibit was a feast of 
rare and fine stamps. Mr. Carleton Jones 
showed some of the embossed issue of Natal, 
a special fine piece being the 3d. tete-beche. He 
also brought some early Canadians, covers; 
used before the introduction of postage stamps,.. 
proofs and essays. 

Mr. J. W. K. Schofield's exhibit consisted 
of early imperforates of many countries, Spain, 
Holland, Belgium, German States, etc. A real 
feast for the philatelist. 

Five more members were elected during the 
evening. 

PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF NATAL. 
President, H. de Terrasson; Hon. Secretary,

Mrs. Reed, Box 588, Durban. Meetings, 1st: 
Wednesdays, 8 p.m., Durban Publicity Lounge_ 

The December meeting was held at our 
usual rendezvous, the Durban Publicity 
lounge, on Wednesday, December 4, which was 
very well attended by members and visitors •. 

The display was given by Mr. E. C. Wright,,. 
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who was showing for the first time. He se
lected pages from his British Colonials which 
provided excellent material for his interest

:ing display. Beginning with Mulready en-
velopes. he showed us a complete set of 
English penny reds, with plate numbers, and 

-his last sheets were varieties of the present 
. Jubilee stamps. 

Amongst other pages were specimen copies 
-of O.S. Australians, Gambias, Heligolands, 
Newfoundland from the first set up to the 
Royal pictures issues, and King George S.A. 
.officials, notably a very large block of the 
mauve 2d. stamps. 

Among our visitors was Mr. Levy from 
Bloemfontein, and he brought with him a 
large block of the new halfpenny Suid-Africa 
:stamps, the feature of which was a large 
guttering of white margin paper right down 
.the centre. 

G.R. 

PRETORIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY. 

President, A. E. Basden, Hon Secretary, N. 
L. Watson, Box 514. Meetings, 1st and 3rd 
Mondays, Polley's Hotel, 8 p.m. 

The two November meetings of the Society 
were very well attended, which is encouraging 
to the executive who endeavour to make the 
meetings as attractive as possible to all mem
bers, and it is particularly pleasing to note 
the improving interest taken by our lady 
members. It is with great regret that I have 
to record the death on the 4th instant of Mr. 
H. F. Oelrichs, who was one of our oldebt 
members and an Honorary Life Member of 
the Society. On the 4th instant Mr . .J. Beyers 
treated us to one of his delightful historical 
papers dealing on this occasion with the 1913 
Pictorial Issues of Turkey. On the 18th in
·.stant Mr. S. A. Klagsbrun read an article on 
"Stellaland," furnishing amusing and interest
ing comments on that short-lived Republic. 

Mr. C. Hand provided us with his customary 
interesting selections from the overseas Phila
telic Press on both occasions. 

The question of changing the venue of the 
Society has been under consideration this 
month and a resolution put at our last meet
ing in favour of holding our meetings at the 
Pretoria Technical College from 1st March, 
1936, was carried unanimously. 

SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST.-For 
the benefit of members I am again drawing 
attention to the resolution carried on 17.9.34: 
·-''That City Members in good standing, and 
Country Members also in good standing, but 
who are not members of any other S.A. So
ciety, shall receive copies of the South African 
Philatelist as published, at the expense of the 
Society." Will any members who have not yet 

availed themselves of this privilege and who 
now desire to receive the magazine please 
communicate with me. 

LIBRARY.-The Librarian requests mem
bers who have books on loan from the library 
to return them before the end of the year. 

N.L.W . 

PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF RHODESIA. 

P1:esident, F. W. Porter; Hon. Secretary, L. 
Atkmson, Box 587, Bulawayo. Meetings, 4th 
Mondays, Room 6, Royal Exchange Buildings, 
Bulawayo, 8.15 p.m. · 

On 25th November there was a record at
tendance of members and visitors. Mr. F. W. 
Porter (President) read a few items of in
te~est from the Philatelic Press and promised 
this as a regular contribution at all future 
meetings. 

Mr. P?rter also read a short paper on the 
perforation of the stamps of S. Rhodesia ex
plaining the difference between the Line' and 
Comb perfs. of the current issue and illus
trating same with blocks of stamps. 

Mr. Ward exhibited a collection of entires of 
Rhodesia, mostly about the year 1897, and of 
Bechuanaland about the same period. From 
the a?dresses ?n ~hese covers they probably 
contamed applications for tickets in Phillips' 
Sweep of the old Transvaal Republican days. 

They were all registered and in splendid 
condition. 

Mr. Carnegie showed a collection of South 
ern Africans al).d Mr. Giri a selection of 
modern Australians in fine condition. 

It was decided that a free raffle with first 
and second prizes, be held at ~11 future 
meetings, commencing with the next on the 
23rd December. 

The prizes would be orders on the Society 
for the purchase of stamps from any of the 
Society's Sales Packets. 

P.W.P. 

C?mplete Mint Sets. 7 India, 1935, King's 
Ji:bilee, 3s.; 6_ New Delhi, 1931, 3s.; 3 Australia, 
Kmgsford Smith, ls. 9d. 

Indian Packets: 50 Brit. India ls. 6d. ; 10 Char
kari ls. ; 20 Cochin ls. ; 20 Gwalior ls. 6d. ; 15 
Hydera?ad 9d.; 10 Jaipur ls .. 6d.; 10 Jind, 9d.; 
20 Patiala ls. 6d.; 10 Soruth 9d. · 20 Travancore 
6d. ' 

Barg;ain Offer: The above 10 packets contain
ing 185 differe1Dt stamps for 10s, only. Postag.e 
3d., and Registration 3d. extra. Cavers franked 
with Jubilee stamps. Remit by British Postal 
Orders and unused stamps. 

IMPERIAL STAMP CO., LTD., 
Allahabad 84, India. 
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JOHANNESBURG 

INTERNATIONAL PHILATELIC 
EXHIBITION 
in conjunction with the 

BRITISH MPIRE EXHIBITION 
SOUTH AFRICA-1936 

November 2 to 14, 1936 

Under the auspices of the 

PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF JOHANNESBURG 

SECTION 1. 

Exhibits "By Invitation" only. 

Many of the world's best collections 

will be represented. 

SECTION 2. 

Competitive. " Africa South of the 

Equator." If you have any sort of 

a collection of Southern African 

Stamps, whether it be of Honour, 

* * 

Research, Specialized, or Ordinary 

grade, there will be an opportunity 

for it to compete. Start getting it 

in order now. 

Programmes and Entry Forms may 

be obtained from : 

The Hon. Secretary, 

Exhibition Committee, 

P.O. Box 4967, 

JOHANNESBURG. 

* 

Make your arrangements now to spend your annual holiday in Johannesburg in 

November next and see the finest collection of stamps ever brought together in 

South Africa. Probably the greatest ever shown in the Southern Hemisphere. 
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RARE BRITISH COLONIALS 

are my speciality 
The ideal method of collecting is to have one of my 
approval selections of rare British Colonials beside 

your own collection. 

SELECTIONS SENT ON APPROVAL 
TO ANY PART OF THE WORLD. 

The cheapest dealer in the World for British Colonial 
Rarities is : 

T. ALLEN 
5, BLAKE HALL ROAD 

LONDON, E.11 

INDEX OF CONTEMPORARY ARTICLES. 
Most of the papers indexted are available 

for readers to borrow, but will they please 
send stamps to cover postage of anything 
they desire to have on loan? 

LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS. 

American Philatelist . . . . . . . . . . . . • A.P. 
Air Post Journal . . . . . . . . •.. . . A.P.J. 
Australian St·amp Journal . . . . . . . . A.S.J. 
Australian Stamp Monthly . . . . . . A.S.M. 
British Philatelist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . B.P. 
Collectors' Club Philatelist . . . . . . . . C.C.P. 
Exchangiste Universe[ (L') . . . . . . . . E.U. 
Gibbons' Stamp Monthly . . . . . . . . G.S.M. 
Godden's Gazette . . . . . . . . . . . . . . G.G. 
Linn's Weekly Stamp News . . . . . . . . L. W. 
London Philatelist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . L.P. 
Mekeel's Weekly Stamp News . . . . . . M.W. 
Philatelist (Rotte,rdam) . . . . . . . . . . Ph. 
Philatelic Journal of Great Brit-ain P.J .G.B. 
Philateliste Belge . . . . . . . . . . . . . . P.B. 
Philatelic Magazine . . . . . . . . . . Ph.M. 
Postmarke (Die) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . P.M. 
Postwertzeichen (Das) . . . . . . . . . . Pw. 
Record of Philately . . . . . . . . . . . . . . R.P. 
Revue Postale (La) . . . . . . . . . . . . Rev.P. 
Scott's Monthly Journal . . . . . . . . S.M.J. 
Sieger-Post . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . S.P. 
Stamps (New York) . . . . . . . . . . . . S. 
Stamps and Cover Collecting . . . . . . S.C.C. 
Stamp Collecting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . S.C. 
Stamp Collectors' Fortnightly S.C.F. 
Stamp Lover . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . S.L. 

WANSTEAD, 

ENGLAND. 

AFGHANISTAN.-Commemmorative Stamps 
contd.), S.C. Nov. 16. 

ANDORRA.-Andorra (contd.), S.C.F. Nov. 
9 and 23. 

A USTRIA.-Die Auflagezahlen der Oester
reich Marken, 1930-35, P.M. Oct. 31. Die 
Werbestempel Oesterreichs (concl.), P.M. 
Nov. 14. · 

BELGIUM.-Essai de classement des oblitera
tions sur le 1 centime gris de 1884-1893, 
P.B. Oct. Forgeries of the 5-Franc Belgium 
1869, S. Nov. 16. 

BERMUDA.-Bermuda "Sea Venture?" 1910-
1934 (concl.), S.L. Nov ... 

COOK IS.-Some Sidelights on the early is
sues, R.P. Nov. 

COSTA RICA.-Stamps for Treasure Island 
(Cocos), S.C.F. Nov. 9. 

CUBA.-Cuban Airports (Various), A.P.J. 
Nov. 

EGYPT.-Jubilee Commemoratives for British 
Forces in Egypt, R.P. Nov. 15. 

FRANCE.-La Poste Aerostatique Pendant le 
Siege de Metz, 1870, E.U. Nov. 15. 

GABOON.-Les Timbres du Gabon, 1862-1936 
(contd.) 9 E.U. Nov. 15. 

GERMANY.-Proben (essais) for Altdeub:che 
Ganzsachen (contd.), P.M. Oct. 31. Neu
deutschlandmarken Wohlfahrtsmarken 1935 
P.W. Nov. )8. Background to G~rman' 
Railway Centenary Stamps, S.C. Nov. 23 
and 30. Die Auftragsnummern auf den 
Marken des Deutschen Reiches, P.M. Nov. 14. 
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GREAT BRITAIN.-British Railway Letter 
Stamps (contd.), S.C. Nov. 9 and 15. 

HY D E R A B A D.-N otes on Hyderabad, 
P.J .G.B., Oct. 

NEVIS.-The Forgeries of Nevis, S.L. Nov. 
ORANGE FREE STATE.-Fresh Light on 

some Orange Free State Stamps, P.J .G.B: 
Oct. 

POLAND.-Polen-Levantepost, P.M. Nov. 14. 
ROUMANIA.-Les Timbres des Principautes 

Danubiennes et de la Romanie, 1858a1872 
contd.), P.B. Oct. 

SARA W AK.-The Stamps and Post Office of 
Sarawak, S.L. Nov. 

SIAM.-The Air Post in Siam, 1919-1935 
(concl.), S.L. Nov. 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA.-The Departmental 
Stamps of S. Australia (contd.), P.J.G.B. 
Oct. 

SUDAN.-How I designed the Sudan Camel 
Stamps, S.C. Nov. 16. 

TRANSV AAL.-More Transvaal "Anchors" 
Found, S.C. Nov. 23. 

TRAVANCORE.-Travancore (concl.), P.M. 
Oct. 31. 

TURKEY.-A Survey of Old Turkey, S.C.F. 
Nov. 23. 

TURKS and CAICOS IS.-Jubilee Year Sur
vey, S.C.F. Nov. 9. 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.-The 
Booklet Issue of U.S. Postage Stamps, S. 
Nov. 9. The United States Ten Cent Stamp 
of 1855-1857 (contd.), A.P. Nov. The Brit
ish Packets 9 1849-67. New York Foreign 
Mail Markings, S. N:ov. 16. 

VIRGIN IS.-Jubilee Year Survey, S.C.F. 
Nov. 9. 

WEST AUSTRALIA.-Coolgardie Cycle Mail, 
R.P. Nov. 

MISCELLANEOUS.-"Accident at Sea" (Let
ters recovered from shipwrecks), R.P. Nov. 
Les Marques Postales des Armies Navales 
Pendant la Guerre de 1814-19 (contd.), 
[Navies of all the Great Powers], E.U. Nov. 
15. Commemorative Stamps (contd.), S.C. 
Nov. 23 and 30. Grundbegriffe der Philatelie 
xxv. Welche Papierarten gibt es? P.M. Nov. 
14. 

UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA. 

JUBILEE REMAINDERS. 

Enquiry has been made to the Postmaster
General whether the figures published in our 
September number of the quantities of these 
stamps printed . and sold required any altera
tion from a final check-up, also whether the 
remainders had been destroyed or not. 

The figures previously given were:-

Printed 
Sold 

Returned to 

Sheets of 120 
½d. ld. 3d. 

128,000 382,500 9,940 
78,016 227,578 7,638 

6d. 
14,150 

8,302 

store . 49,984 154,982 2,302 5,848 
The following answer has been received. 

The most important part of it is the last 
sentence. 

"In regard to the quantity of stamps 
printed and sold, it is regretted that the in
formation desired is not available for publi
cation, but the figures reflected in your let
ter under reply are approximately correct. 

"The quantity of stamps which remained 
unsold at the end of the sale period has 
been destroyed." 

COLLECTORS' WANTS 
AND OFFERS 

(Twopen~e per word per insertion with 
minimum of 2/- per insertion). 

Nevis and Virgin Islands.-Stamps, 
Literature and Information wanted. 

A. F. Johnstone, P.O. Box 6006, Johan-
nesbur_q. 

"Specimen Stamps.''-Great Britain, 
British Colonial and Foreign wanted. 

Saul A. Klagsbrun, P.O. Box 846, Pre-
toria. 

Swaziland. - Unusual items, covers, 
Transvaal and other stamps used in 
Swaziland (vide postmarks) required 
by 

A. E. Basden, P.O. Box 238, Pretoria. 

Gold Coast.-Early issues, fine used. 
Special Postmarks. Mint. Wanted. 

William Redford, Allbret Building, 9 
Fraser Street, Johannesburg. 

Wanted.-Unusual items relating to the 
aviation history of Africa and the 
Empire. Full particulars to : 

L. Wyndham Houses of Parliament, 
Capetown. 

Wanted to communicate with collectors 
of S.W.A. postmarks. 

Dr. Edlinger, Dresden 19, Saxony, Ger-
many. 

For Sale.-Blocks and Panes of South 
Africa and S.W.A. Officials, including 
errors. Apply : 

S. M. Rippon, Highlands, Cape. 
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KING GEORGE V. 
As citizens we mourn the passing of a 

great and good king. His outstanding 
qualities, in the words of General Smuts, 
were his wisdom and patience, his mod
esty and unselfishness, his love for his 
peoples and his high sense of duty . . . 
It was always the human aspect that 1 

mattered to him. That was one of the 
reasons why he inspired such confidence 
and devotion." 

As philatelists we have lost the great
est collector of the stamps of the British 
Empire and one whose enthusiasm for 
philately could scarcely be surpassed. As 
an example, let it never be forgotten 
that in what was perhaps the most 
crowded week of his life-Jubilee week, 
1935-he found time to visit the Royal 
Philatelic Society to see the Exhibition 
of British Empire stamps of the Vic
torian era which had been staged there 
in his honour. 

Let us hope that the wonderful col
lection of stamps of the British Empire, 
representing some fifty years of keeri 
interest and work by our late king, will 
not be broken up, but will remain as a 
lasting memorial to the memory of a 
truly great philatelist. 

SOUTHERN RHODESIA. 
Mr. Douglas H. Burn writes: It might be 

interesting to you to know that a strip of 6 
IMPERF. BETWEEN of the 3d. LARGE Vic
toria Falls stamps was sold over the counter in 
Bulawayo about two months ago and I under
stand they are in the possession of a Mr. 
Morgan. The ls. and ls. 6d. have also appeared 
perf. lH. 

FROM H.M. THE KING'S COLLECTION. 
The exhibit at the opening meeting of the 

1935-36 session of the Royal Philatelic So
ciety of London was, as is customary, provided 
by their Honorary Patron, H.M. The King. 
This year, however, it was not confined to one 
country, as has usually been the case, but was 
a selection of rarities from a number of differ
ent countries. Amongst them the following may 
be noted: 

Great Britain.-ld. black with plate No. 4 
in script type on the corner margin; 1875, 
2~d., plate 2, error of lettering "LH FL;" 
1876, ls. green, plate 14, watermark spray; 
K.E. 2d., Tyrian plum, used on cover, the 
only copy known to have gone through the 
post. 

Morocco Agencies.-Jubilee issue, upper half 
sheet of the "10 centimos" with the error "10 
centimes." 

Gold Coast.-Unissued "SPECIMEN" 1907-
13 10s. green and red. 

St. Helena.-Unissued "SPECIMEN" 1911 
ld., all red. 

Basutoland.-0-fficials. Mint set in blocks of 
four. 

Mafeking.-3d. on ld. and 6d. on 2d. in 
used blocks of 12 showing six types of set
ting up. 

Fiji.-Most of the rare typ,es of the "V. R." 
overprints. 

Griqualand.-A large selection of the rare 
types of overprint. · 

lndia..-The 1854, 2 annas green on paper 
watermarked "Stamp Office One Anna &c." in 
blocks. This is a recent discovery. 

Rhodesia.-1913-1922, ld. perf. 13½. 
Transvaal.-A number of 1st Republic rari

ties, including a pair of the 1877, 6d. on coarse 
soft paper with inverted overprint, showing 
that one sheet at least must have had all 
the overprints inverted except the tete-beche 
stamp. 

London Philatelist, October. 
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NEW HALFPENNY VOORTREKKER 
STAMP. 

The latest addition to the Voortrekker 
series, here illustrated, was placed on sale 
on January 15th. The stamps, which are being 
sold at double face value, are printed in black 
and green. The watermark is placed side
ways. The building is "The Church of the 
Vow." 

;Adi:UJM!i!L!L Jddi)#AJ#,. 

---~--
,..,.., btrtlt ttfO rt tttdffthfNF 
JAMBOREE POSTMARK. 

A temporary post office was established at 
the big Scout Camp recently held in East 
London in honour of the visit of the Chief 
Scout, Lord Baden Powell. The postmark (for 
which we are indebted to Mr. J. Robertson) is 
interesting, if only on account of the quaint 
arrangement of the date. The mark is a 
single-line circle with SCOUT CAMP EL in
side at top, NOON 15 J A 19 in three lines in 
the centre, and XXXVI inside the circle at the 
bottom. 

UNION JUBILEE VARIETY. 
Mr. J. I. Simons records in Stamp Collect

ing of December 14, a block of eight ld. 
stamps in which the B of JUBILEUM re
sembles the figure 8 throughout. We do not 
think this variety was recorded by Mr. Gil
bert. 

POST OFFICE EXHIBITION-EAST 
LONDON. 

At the Post Office Exhibition held in East 
London in the latter part of December a 
special cancelling date stamp was employed. 
This was of the same type as has been em
ployed during the past year or two for tem
porary offices at exhibitions and the like. \i~e 
have to thank Mr. J. Robertson of Johannes
burg for a souvenir air-mail postcard of the 
exhibition with a ~d. stamp cancelled by the 
exhibition date stamp. This is half the ordin
ary rate for Union internal air-mail, but the 
postcard says "If posted at the Exhibition this 
postcard will be impressed with the Exhibition 
date-stamp and forwarded by first air mail 
to its destination" 

This is P.O. Air-Mail propaganda and it is, 
we believe, the first occasion postcards have 
been carried here by air at ordinary postal 
rate. 

PHILATELIC SUICIDE. 
Under this title some glaring examples of 

proposed philatelic malpraxis on the part of 
the postal authorities of several Central and 
South American states are exposed by Mr. 
Stanley Phillips in Gibbons' Stamp Monthly 
for December. 

In the first place Uruguay proposes to pro
vide her army with aeroplanes to be provided 
by persons unspecified in exchange for an 
issue of "postage stamps" which are not to 
be sold in Uruguay. In other words the 
patriotic task of supplying aeroplanes is 
passed on to the stamp collectors of the world. 
But, they are not going to carry the baby! 

Philatelists and stamp dealers jn Uruguay 
have told their Government in the plainest 
terms that the honour of the country is be
ing sullied by this proposal. Leading stamp 
catalogue publishers have agreed to apply a 
policy of sanctions and neither to list nor 
buy these stamps. We hope all dealers will 
follow suit and that no collector will be fool
ish enough to buy such waste paper. 

Now another story. The Sociedad Colom
bista Panamericana, with headquarters in 
Havana, has proposed to various of the Latin 
American states to issue yearly a series of 
stamps in honour of Colombus. These stamps 
are to be supplied free by the Society and at 
the end of each year the remainders go back 
to the Society for disposal as they think fit. 
This opens up a vista worse than the "See
beck" period of unhappy memory. Dominica 
and Ecuador appear to have fallen into the 
trap, the position of Brazil is doubtful, Pana
ma nipped the project in the bud-congratula
tions ! 

Clearly another case for "sanctions." 

SIX SHILLINGS 
PER SET 

Will be paid by me for any quantity of 

SOUTH-WEST AFRICAN JUBILEE 
COMPLETE SETS MJ.NT. 

Also required 

SOUTH Al<'RICAN JUBILEE SETS 
(Bi-lingual pairs). 

Highest market price p.aid. 

Please send stamps by Air-Mail. 

Reference: The Editor of this Magazine. 

J. E. LEA, 
36, Cross Street, Manchester, 2, Eng1aind. 
Bankers: Barclays Foreign Manchester. 

Cable Blackfriars 2929, 
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JOHANNESBURG 

INTERNATIONAL PHILATELIC 
EXHIBITION 
in conjunction with the 

BRITISH EMPIRE EXHIBITION 

SOUTH AFRICA-1936 
November 2 to 14, 1936 

Under the auspices of the 

PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF JOHANNESBURG 

SECTION 1. 

Exhibits "By Invitation" only. 

Many of the world's best collections 

will be represented. 

SECTION 2. 

Competitive. "Africa South of the 

Equator." If you have any sort of 

a collection of Southern African 

Stamps, whether it be of Honour, 

* * 

Research, Specialized, or Ordinary 

grade, there will be an opportunity 

for it to compete. Start getting it 

in order now. 

Programmes and Entry Forms may 

be obtained from : 

The Hon. Secretary, 

Exhibition Committee, 

P.O. Box 4967, 

JOHANNESBURG. 

* 

Make your arrangements now to spend your annual holiday in Johannesburg in 

November next and see the finest collection of stamps ever brought together in 

South Africa. Probably the greatest ever shown in the Southern Hemisphere. 

19 
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The Romanoff T ercentary Issue of Russia, 1913 
By J. BEYERS. 

(Read before the Pretoria Phila,telic Society.) 

One of the philatelic events of the year 1913 
was the appearance of the above mentioned 
stamps, which created a precedent in the 
philatelic emissions of Russia at that time in 
so far that from the date that postage stamps 
were first issued in Russia up to the year 
1913 all issues reflected the Imperial arms. 

The Tercentary Issue of 1913 was, there
fore, a radical departure from the general 
type of previous issues, and was moreover a 
decided improvement on the same. The stamps 
are of large format and, in the main, fine 
specimens of the designer's art. 

The whole issue is perforated 13~, the values 
from one kopeck to 70 kopecks are surface 
printed, and the higher values from 1 to 5 
roubles line engraved. 

The one kopeck bears the likeness of Peter 
1 (surnamed the Great) the founder of the 
modern capital of Russia ( during the World • 
War renamed Petrograd at the demand of 
patriotic Russians) and now known as Lenin
grad, the building of which commenced in 1703 
and completed in 1712. When it is remembered 
that the site of St. Petersburg consisted of 
flat and marshy land and that the building 
of the same cost the lives of a 100,000 work
men and soldiers, killed by the cold and the 
scarcity of provisions, the immensity of Peter's 
undertaking can be appreciated, and is one 
of his many claims to greatnes~. 

The 2 kopeck value gives us the portrait of 
Alexander II. (the libe.,-rator Czar) who liber
ated the serfs and who was struck down by 
an assassin's bomb just as he was about to 
promulgate a constitution which would have 
brought Russia into line with the great powers 
of the West in 1881. 

He was succeeded by the bigoted and reac
tionary Alexander III. whose effigy is shown 
on the 3 kopeck stamp of this series and who 
was the very reverse of his predecessor as a 
ruler. The projected constitution was abolished 
and an era of oppression inaugurated which 
was to lead Russia to ruin and Nicholas II. 
his heir, to martyrdom. The likeness of this 
unfortunate monarch is reflected in the 7 and 
10 kopecks and 5 roubles of this Issue. 

No particular interest attaches itself to the 
reign of Peter III. whose portrait is shown 
on the 4 kopeck stamp. 

He was succeeded by his wife Catherine the 
Second whose likeness appears on the 14 
kopeck stamp. She proved herself' a capable 
ruler for a time, but subsequently gave way 
to licentious excesses which obtained for her 
the nickname of "The Semiramis of the 
North." 

Nicholas I., whose likeness appears on the 
15 kopeck stamp, was a sovereign of great 
ability, but he was also bitterly opposed to 
the liberal ideas ( engendered by the French 
Revolution) which had penetrated Russia, re
mote as it then was. 

The 20 kopeck stamp gives us the portrait 
of Alexander I. under whose sway Russia first 
took rank as one of the great powers. Alex
ander, who was an able ruler, is famous in 
history as the author of the Holy Alliance, 
a precursor of the League of Nations of our 
own day. 

The 25 kopeck stamp reflects the portrait 
of Alexis Michaelovich the son of the first 
member of the House of Romanoff to ascend 
the Imperial throne. He conquered almost all 
Lithuania but was unfortunate 1n his war 
with Sweden. He was the father of Peter 
the Great. 

The 35 kopeck value shows us the effigy 
of the Emperor Paul I., a born despot, like 
his younger son, the future Nicholas II. He 
also detested the principles of the French 
Revolution and was assasinated in March, 
1801. 

The 50 kopeck stamp bears the likeness of 
the Empress Elizabeth, a daughter of Peter 
the Great. 

The 70 kopeck value reflects the portrait 
of Michael Feodorovich, the first ruler of the 
House of Romanoff, a gentle and pious man, 
who delegated the management of the country 
to honest and capable counsellors. 

The 1 rouble stamp shows the Kremlin, the 
ancient palace of the Czars at Moscow, while 
the 2 rouble value illustrates the Winter Pal
ace at Leningrad, another famous dwelling. 

The 3 rouble stamp shows Castle Roman
off also a residence of the late Emperor 
whose predecessors guided the destinies of 
Russia for over three centuries, and whose 
life, together with the lives of his family was 
so cruelly and tragically terminated at 
Ekaterinburg. 
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ARGENTINE,-Special Exhibition Issue. 
Printed in miniature sheets size 84 x 
102mm. consisting of a block of four sur-

rounded by the following inscription in 
Roman capitals:- "EX. FI.B.A." EXPOS
ICION FILATELICA DE BUENOS AIRES 
17-24 DE OCTUBRE DE 1935. 10c. sage 
green, imperf. S.G. type 112, ~mk. ~A 
multiple in octagon, S.G. 111, bright shmy 
gum. These stamps are sold for the benefit 
of the Exhibition at 40c. postage plus a 
supplement of 60c.=1P per sheet. 

ARGENTINE.-Portraits of Presidents vari
ous heads in same frame. Stamp perf. to 
perf. 24 x 30~mm. Large format. Perfor
ation 13~. Watermark R A in sun, S.G. 
type 111. Method of print lithographed. 
Values: k. purple; le. pale bistre 
brn.; 2c. deep brown; 3c. green; 4c. grey; 
5c. yellow brown; 6c. sage green; 10c. car
mine; 12c. purple brown; 20c. ultramarine. 

AUSTRIA.-New set of Heroes has been is
sued, sold at double face, line engraved, 
printed in sheets of 50 (5 rows of 10) no 
marginal inscription perf. 12~ no wmk. They 
are large upright format 24½mm. x 32mm. 
each bearing a portrait. 12+12pf. brown, 
Prince Eugen of Savoy, 1667-17;36; 24+ 
24pf. green, Field Marshall Laudon, 1717-
1790; 30 + 30pf. purple brn, Duke Kar 1 
1771-1847; 40+40pf. slate, Count Josef Ra
detzky, 1766-1858; 60+60pf. blue, Vice Ad
miral Tegetthof, 1827-1871; 64+64pf. pur
ple, Fld. Marshall Conrad Hotzendorf, 1852-
1925. Current issue of 1934/5 various de
signs overprinted "Winterhilfe + whatever 
value. Perforation, 12 (except 1Sch. which 
is 12½). Values: 5+2gr. green; 12+3gr. 
pale blue; 24+6gr. brown; 1Sch.+50gr. 
rose. lSch., large format as S.G. type 100. 
(Overprinted in block capitals 19½mm. long 
2¼mm. high). Lower values have capital 
"W" and other letters in small case block 
type. 

BELGIUM.-Further values of the popular 
Queen Astrid type photogravure printing, 
perf. lH. Large upright format, all sur
rounded with black mourning frame. 10+ 
5c. olive blk; 25 + 15c. pale brown ; 35 + 
5c. blue grn.; 50+10c. pale mauve; lfr.+ 
25c. rose carmine; lf.75+25c. blue; 2f45+ 
55c. purple. 

BRAZlL.-Pictorial stamps, 12 DE OUTU
BRO DE 1935 Savea. Size of stamp perf. 
to perf. 40 x 28~mm. Transverse oblong 
format. Watermark CASA DA MOEDA DO 
BRAZIL repeated. Maltese Cross between 
words. Lettering 5mm. high, single line 

block letters. Perforation 11, single line. 
Sheets of 60, 8 x 8, but two blanks at left 
bottom and right bottom. Method of print, 
surface printing. Values: 300r. blk. and 
turquoise (centres in second colour) ; 300r. 
brown and violet; 300r. red and black; 300r. 
Red Cross Conference. Pictorial stamp of a 
nurse. Size of stamp perf. to perf. 43 x 
25mm. Transverse oblong format. Water
mark Southern Cross S.G. type 114. Per
foration 11. Sheets of 50, 5 x 10 (10 rows 
of 5). Typographed printing in two colours. 
Values: 200r.+100r. purple and red; 300r. 
+lO0r. greenish brown and red; 700r.+ 
l00r. turquoise and red. Commemorative 
Centenary stamp 1835-1935, showing por
trait of Farroupilha. Size of stamp 46 x 
22~mm. Transverse format. Watermark 
Arms in sheet as in the Philatelic Exhi
bition stamps of 1934. Perforation 12. Sheets 
of 40, 7 rows of 6, but top right and left 
stamps left blank. Line engraved printing. 
Values. 700 reis blue; Laid paper (thick 
yellowish). Centenary of the Colonisation 
of Espirito Santo. Large format 43 x 25mm. 
(transverse or upright). 300r. claret, gal-

leon in full sail; 700r. bright blue, shield. 
8th International Fair of Amostras. Large 
transverse 43 x 25mm. 200r. blue. All typo
graphed, wmk. Southern Cross S.G. type 
114, perf. 11. 

BULGARIA.-Hadji Dimitr Commemorative, 
1868-1935, pictorial design. Large format, 
upright and transverse. Perforation 11. 
Sheets of 25 (5 x 5). Values: 11. green (u); 
21. brown (u); 41. pink (t); 71. blue (u) ; 
141. orange ( t). 

CHILE.-Air Mail similar to S.G.81, rain
bow and plane design, recess printed, perf. 
14. 6P. brown; SP. green. Definitive Air 
Mail. Line engraved, large upright 24 x 
26½mm. Sheets of 100 (10 x 10) opposite 
sixth row at left and bar consisting of 15 
horizontal lines in margin at top. Water
mark Arms S.G. type 68, p. 13 x 14½. 10c. 
yel. grn.; 15c. blue grn.; 60c. black; 70c. 
pale blue; 80c. bl~ck. 

COLOMBIA.-New Pictorial stamp, as S.G. 
type 136, large format 26~ x 30mm., litho
graphed printing, no wmk. perf. 1H. le. 
green. 

DANZIG.-N ew colours and overprinted value. 
Design shield in oval S.G. type 39. Water
mark honeycomb, sideways. Perf ora
tion 14. Values: 8pf ./7pf. green, blue 
surcharge; 20pf. grey; 25pf. carmine; 
30pf. purple; 40pf. deep blue; 70pf. 
yellow green and red; SO pf. brown 
and red. Air Mail, typographed printing, 
wmk. network, printed in sheets of 100 (10 
x 10) perf. 14. Size of stamp 25 x 2Hmm. 
or 2Hmm. x 25mm. l0pf. scarlet; 15pf. 
golden yellow; 25pf. dp. metallic green; 
50pf. pale ultramanac. All upright. 1 Gul
den, magenta. Transverse format. 
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ECU ADOR.-Posthorn type 1935, 2c. green 
photogravure printing overprinted. 3 ctvs. 
in red; Segure Sqcial del Campesino Quito, 
16 de Otbre,-1935 in black. Fiscal S.G. type 
F6, engraved and printed by Messrs. Per
kins, Bacon and Co., in sheets of 100 (10 
x 10) no wmk. Perforation 14. Inscription 
at foot beneath 4th and 5th Eitar:;ps 
"PERKINS, BACON & CO., LTD." 10c. 
sepia, overprinted "POSTAL" diagonally 
in red. 

FRENCH COLONIES.-Tercentenary of the 
Antilles. Line engraved, usual large format 
(transverse and upright) 40 x 25mm. 
printed in sheets of 25 (5 x 5). All inscrip
tions in the left margin reading down: at 
top, the sheet number, in the centre Mil
lesime IE-I and at foot, the date (whicn 
is given beside each stamp. 

FR. GUIANA.-Designs: Capture of Cayenne 
and Native with local products. 40c. sepia; 
50c. red; 1f.50c. blue; 1f.75c. carmine rose; 
5fr. gr. brown; 10fr. blue green. 

GU ADELOUPE.-Same values and colours. 
Designs: Richelieu founding the Company 
of Antilles and Victor Hugues and his 
corsairs. 

MARTINIQUE.-Same values and colours. 
Designs: Belden of Esnambuc, and 
Schoecher and Abolition of Slavery, 1848. 

GERMANY.-Charity stamps of 1935, show
ing National Costumes. Size of stamp perf. 
to perf. 25 x 29mm. Perforation 14 x 13~. 
Watermark swastika S.G. type 97. Sheets 
of 100 (10 x 10) on ribbed paper. Method 
of print line engraved. Values: 3 + 2pf. 
dp. brown; 4+3pf. slate blue; 5+3pf. metal
lic green; 6 + 4 pf. myrtle; 6 + 4 pf. orange 
brown; 12+6pf. carmine; 15+10pf. dp. red 
brown; 25+15pf. ultramarine; 30+20pf. 
dp. sage green; 40+30pf. violet. 

GREAT BRITAIN.-Two further values in 
the photogravure printed in sheets of 240 
(20 rows of 12) Control X over 35 cylinder 
number opposite the third stamp up at left 
side. Arrow marks between 12th and 13th 
rows at each side. 4d. slate, same type as 
before, head on black background metal
lion. Cylinder II. 9d. myrtle green, back
ground in dp. colour, Cylinder No. 15. On 
going to press we understand that the 4d. 
has been vetoed, as the colour looks very 
similar in dull light and it is thought it 
may be changed. 

GREECE.-Air Mails, various classical de
signs, perf. to perf. 37 x 27mm, Upright 
and transverse formats, perforation 13 x 
12½, no watermark. Sheets of 50 ( 5 rows 
of 10, upright) or (10 rows of 5, trans
verse). Engraved printing by De la Rue. 
Values: (T) 1 Dr. scarlet; (T) 2 Dr. pale 
blue; (U) 5 Dr. purple; (U) 7 Dr. ultra
marine; (U) 10 Dr. olive bistre; (U) 25 
Dr. carmine rose; ( T) 30 Dr. deep green ; 

(U) 50 Dr. pale purple; (T) 100 Dr. pale 
brown. Small format, transverse oblong, 
line engraved, plate made by De la Rue. 
Plate Number "2C" at the bottom left cor
ner, under the second stamp. Printed in 
sheets of 50 ( 10 rows of 5) no wmk. perf. 
13 x 12½. 4 dr. brown. Postage Dues. Line 
engraved type, plate made by Messrs. De 
la Rue, upright oblong S.G. type D.3. No 
wmk. Printed in sheets of 50 (5 rows of 
10) perf. 12½ x 13. 50 dr. orange; 100 dr. 
slate. Overprinted "3 November 1935" with 
shield and crown ( except 50L/ 40L and 
3DR/3DR) which have no shield) and 
whatever value, above the original value. 
S.G. 477 engraved 5DR/100DR overprint in 
dull red; 476 engraved 15DR/75DR over
printed in blue; D59 P. Due 50L/40L over
printed in dull red; D69 P. Due 3DR/3DR 
overprinted in blue. 

GUATEMALA.-New Issues, photogravure 
printing, no wmk. perf. 12~. Postage size 
of stamp 27½ x 22mm. Various designs. le. 
brown and scarlet; 3c. brt. orange and blue 
green; 3c. carmine and blue green; 4c. dp. 
blue and rose carmine. Air Mail. Large 
oblong 40 x 20mm., no wmk. perf. 12½, 
sheets 100 (10 x 10). Various designs. In
terior: 2c. brown; 3c. dp. blue; 4c. slate 
purple; 6c. green; 10c. mauve; 15c. orange; 
30c. sage green; 50c. brt. mauve; lQ. red 
orange. Exterior: le. orange brn.; 2c. red; 
3c. magenta; 5c. blue; 10c. red brn.; 15c. 
scarlet rose; 20c. dp. ultramarine; 25c. 
slate; 30c. green; 50c. brt. carmine; lQ. dp. 
blue. All have a small quetzal in flight, 
printed in green, at the top right co:rner 
of the stamp. Sheet number in right bot
tom corner margin. 

HOLLAND.-National Air Mail Fund. 6c.+ 
4c. brown. New design, 3 planes flying over 
a map. Large transverse oblong 36 x 25mm., 
wmk. circles. Photogravure printing, printed 
in sheets of 100 (10 x 10) perforated 14 x 
12½. The rows are numbered at the side, 
left downwards, right upwards, 1 to 10. 
There is a double jubilee line round the 
sheet, plate number 486 sideways, reading 
down, opposite 5th row at -right. 

ICELAND.-Centenary of Poet Matthias 
J ochumson, whose portrait appear on 
the stamps. Line engraved, small up
right format 20 x 23½mm. perforated 12½, 
no watermark. 3 aur, slate green; 5a. grey; 
7a. yellow green; 35a. blue. 

INDIA.-S.G. type 64 on multiple star wmk. 
paper, printed from old De la Rue plates, 
250 set (4 panes 64) with pillared margin 
between the panes, each pane consisting of 
four rows of sixteen. 6a. bistre. 

ITALY.-Stamps in commemoration of 
famous composer, Bellini. Various allegori
cal and pictorial designs, some containing 
portrait of composer himself. Large oblong 
stamps, all transverse, except portraits 

 Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022 



February, 1936. THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST. 23 

and 2L75-20 which are upright. Crown 
watermark, perforated 14. Method of 
print photogravure. Values: Postage, 20c. 
rose; 30c. sepia; 50c. purple; Ll.25 blue; 
Ll.75-t-Ll vermillion; L2.75+L2 olive. Air, 
25c. yel. ocre; 50c. sepia; 60c. carmine; 
Ll+Ll purple; L5+L2 green. 

JUGO SLA VIA.-Anniversary of the death 
of King Alexander. Large format 27 x 
33mm., perf. lH Portrait of the late King. 
75p. emerald; D1.50 scarlet; Dl.75 deep 
brown; D3.50 brt. ultramarine; D7.50 car
mine. 

LUXEMBOURG.-Pictorial view of Vianden. 
Line engraved, large format 40 x 28mm., 
no wmk. printed in sheets of 50, 2 pa1tes 
of 25 (5 x 5) perf. 12½ x 12. l0fr. deep 
green; l0fr. overprinted in red "Official" 
S.G. type 0.8. Charity 1935/6 Photogravure 
printing on new ribbed paper, size of the 
stamp is 23½ x 28½mm. printed in sheets 
of 100, no wmk. perf. lH. The design is 
portrait of the Duke of Luxembourg. 10+ · 
5c. purple; 35+10c. green; 70+20c. sepfa; 
lfr.+25c. lake; lfr.25+75c. brt. yel. brown; 
lf.75+1f.50 dp. blue. 

IVORY COAST.-S.G. type 9. Size of stamp, 
perf. to perf. is 40 x 25mm. Transverse for
mat. No watermark. Perforation 14 x 13½. 
No plate number. Value is lfr.75 ultra-• 
marine and rose. 

MEXICO.-Commemorative of the Federation 
Chiapas. Line engraved, new design, dated 
"1824 1935" wmk. S.G. type 67. 10c. blue. 

MOROCCO AGENCIES.-On G.B. present is
sue but French currency. Watermark GvR 
and crown. Sheets of 240. Method of print 
photogravure. Control X Cylinder No. 32. 

35 
Value: "5" on ½d. green. 

"CENTIMES" 
G.B. 2s. 6d. re-engraved by Waterlow's, over
printed in forme of 40 (10 rows of 4) 
"MOROCCO AGENCIES;" G.B. 2/6 French 
CIES ;" G.B. 2/6 French currency 
currency "3 FRANCS" MOROCCO 
AGENCIES;" G.R. French Currency 

"15"' on l½d. photogravure, over-
"CENTIMES" 
printed in setting of 240 stamps. Control 
X Cylinder No. 132. Spanish currency, 

.),) 

photogravure printing, sheets of 240 (12 x 
20) control V over 34 cylinder 25. 10 centi
mose/ld. overprint S.G. type 6. The type 
is apparently identical, although the impres
sion is thinner and sharper, possibly due 
to the better surfacing of the paper. Sur
charge type set as before. There is one 
prominent variety, second "0" of "MOROC
CO" being crescent shaped, like a thre~
quarter moon. 

MOZAMBIQUE.-Pictorial design of airplane 
over Beira. Size of stamp perf. to perf. 29 
x 20mm. Transverse oblong format. Per
foration 12½. No watermark. Sheets of 100 
(10 x 10). Recess printing, bicoloured by 
Waterlow and Sons, Ltd., London. Centre 
in black except 60c. brown and 5E blue. No 
plate number. Values: 5c. blue; 10c. vermil
ion; 15c. carmine; 20c. yellow green; 30c. 
blue green; 40c. grey blue; 45c. sky blue; 
50c. purple; 60c. carmine; 80c. lake; lE 
deep blue; 2E pale blue; 5E pale brown; 
l0E rose carmine; 20E emerald. 

NEW ZEALAND.-Design, key to Health. 
Stamp perf. to perf. 25 x 41mm. Upright 
oblong format. Watermark single line N Z 
and star. Sheets of 48 ( 8 x 6) 6 rows of 
8. Perforation 11. Line engraved printing. 
Plate number "I" at top corner, outside the 
6th column. Value: ld.+ld. scarlet. Novelty 
in design, showing a view through a keyhole 
of child in bathing suit playing on the 
beach. 

PHILIPPINE IS.-S.G. type 3, overprinted. 
Values: "ONE PESO" in red on 4P., prus
sian blue, bluish paper; "TWO PESO" in 
carmine on 4P., deep indigo, yellowish paper. 
These are different shades from those is
sued in 1933. 

POLAND.-Portrait stamp, 25 x 31mm., large 
and upright. No watermark, perforation 
12½ x 13. Line engraved printing. Value: 
3 Zloty, sepia. 

PORTUGAL.-"Tudo Pela Nacao," "All for 
Nation" type, similar to the 25c. chronicled 
on September 9th. Printed in sheets of 100 
(10 x 10) perf. 11½ x 12. lE scarlet. Castle 
type, perf. 11½ comb machine. 1E.75c. blue. 
Red Cross 1936. Camoens issue of 1924 over
printed in black or red with words "Cruz 
Vermelna Porte Franco 1936" in five lines. 
25c. mauve, black overprint; 40c. ultra
marine, red overprint; 50c. orange red 
black overprint; lE. slate blue, black over~ 
print; 2E. sage green, black overprint; 20E. 
violet on mauve, black overprint. Typo
graphed, S.G. type 100, 24 x 27mm. perf. 
11½. 10c. emerald green. 

RUSSIA.-Tolstoi Commemorative 1910-1935. 
Pho_togravure printing in two colours, large 
upright format size of stamp perf. to perf. 
30 x 40mm. no wmk. perf. 14. 3K. black and 
mauve; lOK. purple and sepia; 20K. green 
and_ sepia. Kalenin Commemorative. Large 
upright format, various designs, the size of 
the stamp is 26 x 38mm. perf. 14. 3K. 
cla~et; 5K. green; l0K. slate purple; 20K. 
sepia. 

SAL V ADOR.-Laureated flag design. Size of 
stamp, perf. to perf. is 25 x 25mm. but 
actual size is 20 x 21mm. Waterma~k is 
REPUBLIC DEL SALVADOR in block 
capitals. Sheets of 100 (10 x 10). Method 
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of print is offset litho. Perforation 12½. No 
plate number. Values are: le. green; 2c. 
dp. brown; 3c. violet; 5c. carmine; 8c. ul
tramarine; 15c. red brown; 30c. sepia in
scribed "SERVICIO AEREO." 

SPAIN.-Amazon Expedition Commemorative. 
Curious design of an ancient distorted map 
and galley in full sail on the sea. Line e11.
gra ved, large format stamp measuring 33 
x 32mm., perforated lH. 30c. carmine. 

SPANISH GUINEA.-Larger upright format 
measuring 26 x 32mm., perf. 10. Line en
graved at National Printing Works, Madrid, 
in sheets of 50 ( 5 rows of 10) . 50c. deep 
blue, Native drummers. 

SUDAN.-Postage stamp with design of Arab 
Postman, S.G. type 2. size of stamp 29 x 
33, perforation 14. Watermark "S G," S.G. 
type 7. Sheets of 60 ( 5 rows of 12). Typo
graphed printing with control "3," two at 
top, one over 2nd and 11th stamp. 20 
piastres deep bright ultramarine. Air Mails. 
Design, Gordon Statue, and type, S.G. type 
10. Size of stamp, perf. to perf. and format, 
perforation, and watermark, as before. 
Sheets of 50 (10 rows of 5). Line engraved 
printing. 7½P. bright sea green and black; 
l0P. light blue and black. 

SWEDEN.-Posthorn and Crown type. Per
foration, imperf. x p.10. Values: 850. deep 
myrtle green; 1450. bright yellow green. 
Printed on white paper, 3A. Design King's 
head. S.G. type 24. Perforation Imperf. x 
p.10. No watermark. Values: 30 ore brown; 
35 ore mauve. Just received on new white 
paper technically kno'Vll as 3A. 

SWITZERLAND.-Pro Juventute 1935 Photo
gravure on ribbed paper except the 30+ 
10c. which is on ordinary paper and line 
engraved, wmk. crosses. Designs are as 
follows, size of stamp 24 x 29mm. perf. 
lH 5+5c. green/ye!. background, National 
costume of Basle; 10+5c. purple/yellow 
background, National costume of Lucerne; 
20+5c. red/yellow background, National 
costume of Geneva; 30+10c. blue Portrait 
of Stefano Francini, famous statesmen of 
the nineteenth century. 

URUGU A Y.-Artigas S.G. type 128, but 
lithographed. Printed in sheets of 100 (10 x 
10) perf. 11. No Wmk., sheet number in blue 
or black ink over second stamp at right top 
corner. 5m. pale brown; le. pale mauve; 
5c. pale turquoise. Florencio Sanchez Com
memorative, large upright format 24 x 
32mm. lithographed printing, no wmk. perf. 
11. Sheets of 100 (10 x 10) sheet numbe!' 
over second stamp at right top corner. 3c. 
grey grn.; 7 c. purple brown; 12c. blue. 
Set. 3. A curious one-sided looking stamp. 
On the left is a sort of shutter or blind, 
with six white lines across, a thick coloured 
tablet. at foot between wording "FLOREN
CIO SANCHEZ" and "CENTESIMOS" 

just beneath the portrait. Figure of value 
at left lower corner. 

'U.S.A.-Boulder Dam design, large upright 
format 25 x 39mm. printed by flat plate, 
in sheets of 200 ( 10 rows of 20) arrow and 
line dividing the panes into 50. Perforated 
11. 3c. purple. Centenary of the State 
Michigan. Large transverse 41 x 26mm., 
rotary printing in panes of 50 (10 rows of 
5) perforated 11 x 10;. The design is of 
the State seal in circles in the centre, draped 
by two flags, and inscribed at the top "1835 
MICHIGAN CENTENARY 1935." 3c. 
purple. Trans.-Pacific Air Mail, large 
format, transverse oblong 40 x 26mm.,. 
printed from flat plate, sheets 100 (10 x 10) 
arrows between 5th and 6th stamps. Perf. 
11, I have seen plates 21474 and F 21474, 
21475 and F, 21476 and F. 25c. blue. It 
is inscribed "NOVEMBER 1935" and has 
background representing sun sinking in the 
Golden West. 

WESTERN SAMOA.-New Zealand Arms 
type overprinted in blue "WESTERN 
SAMOA" in two lines, tall Roman capitals. 
2/6 sepia; 5/- green; 10/- rose carmine; 
£1 pale rose. 

STRICTLY KOSHER. 
The star and crescent has for centuries been 

the symbol of the Mohammedan faith, and i~ 
in consequence quite appropriately and ex
tensively used on Turkish stamps, both in the 
design and in the overprint. But the Islamic 
star is five-pointed. -Hobbies, Oct .• 1935 

CAN WE BEAT THIS? 
The determined-looking lady was trying to 

fill out a money-order application with the pen 
furnished by the post office. She made several 
trials, but in vain, then gave up in disgust; 
and, turning to the man behind the grilled 
window, tried to freeze him with a glare as 
she demanded: 

"Is this the pen John Hancock used when 
signing the Declaration of Independence?" 

Uncle Sam's pleasant and efficient contact 
man replied, "Information at the next window,. 
please."-American Legion Monthly. 

B. & K. 
The firm that supplies the stamps others cannot. 
Our prices are reasonable, though in some cases 
not so low as quotations elsewhere, but we can 
fill most requirements. We aim to be able to 
supply 

ANY STAMP OF ANY COUNTRY 
and can generally offer most stamps of a want 
list, however difficult. Prices average half cata
logue. Let us know your requirements. We 
never worry with unwanted selections. 

1933 Price List of British Colonial Stamps. 
100 Pages . . . Price One Shilling. 

(Refunded against purchases.) 
B & K Special Offers - No. 10 - free on request. 

BRIDGER & KAY, LTD. 
170 STRAND LONDON, W.C.Z. 

 Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022 



February, 1936. THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST. 

) THE INDEPENDENT PAPER THAT BY IT'S 
IMPARTIAL ADVICE SAVES YOU MANY TIMES 
THE SMALL COST OF SUBSCRIPTION 

EDITED BY 
ALBERT.H. 

HARRIS 

SPECIMENS (L 

FREE FOR ALL 
YOUR FRIENDS 

BEST 
ILLUSTRATED < 

• 
CONDUCTED BY A 
COLLECTOR FOR COLLECTORS 

I MPARTIAL NEWS 
FEARLESS CRITICISMS 

ORIGINAL STUDIES OF 
OLD ISSUES AND NEW 

FIRST HAND NEWS FROM 
EVERVWHE RE 

NOTHINq KEPT BACK 

· BEST BUYING MEDIUM 

BABBISnlSTR.AKDLONDO'N 
[PLEASE CALL] 
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(All rights reserved.) 
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Nyasaland, which before the opening up of 
aerial communications in the Dark Continent 
of Africa was ref erred to as the Cinderella 
of British Possessions, was discovered nearly 
75 years ago by that great African explorer, 
David Livingstone, whose name is still a liv
ing force in Africa, but it was not until 30 
years afterwards that it was declared a Pro
tectorate of Great Britain. 

One of the greatest difficulties to be over
come in this isolated country with a population 
of 2,000 Europeans and nearly two million 
natives was the question of means of com
munication. The opening of the Shire High
lands Railway from Blantyre to Port Herald 
was the first practical step in this directio1c 
and on the 31st March, 1908, Blantyre, the 
capital, welcomed the arrival of the first rail
way train. But it was not until 1922 that 
the opening of the Trans-Zambesi Railway 
gave Nyasaland a communication with the 
coast, and it is of interest to note that last 
year the Trans-Zambesi Bridge, the longest 
bridge in the world, was officially opened 
and philatelically commemorated by a special 
issue of a Mocambique stamp. 

During the Great War, Nyasaland occupied 
a unique position. Bounded on the north by 
what was then German East Africa, Nyasa
land entered into hostilities in circumstances 
admittedly more difficult and precarious than 
any other colony had to face. To the Nyasa
land-Rhodesian forces belongs the distinction 
of having fired the very last shot of the war, 
for three days after Armistice had been con
cluded an engagement with the German forces 
took place. This was illustrative of the lack 
of communications to convey the welcome news 
to the forces. 

The coming of Flight, with the World War 
as the crucible out of which modern aviation 
was formed, changed all this isolation, and 
to no country more than Nyasaland has the 
value of the aeroplane been better emphasised. 

THE PIONEER OF AVIATION. 

The pioneer of aviation in Nyasaland is Mr. 
C. J. Christowitz. In October, 1930, while in 
Salisbury he chartered a Circus Moth, piloted 
by the late Mr. Pat Judson, to take him to 
Limbe where he was given a great reception. 
This new form of transport greatly appealed 
to Mr. Christowitz and, being a motor trans
port contractor, with an eye to the future, he 
formed "Christowitz Air Services (Nyasa
land), Ltd.," which was registered on 6th 
July, 1931. A De Haviland Puss Moth was 
ordered and Mr. Christowitz took delivery of 
the machine at Johannesburg and flew it up 
from there arriving at Limbe: on the 18th 
July, 1931. His Excellency, Sir Shenton 
Thomas, Governor of Nyasaland, was at the 
aerodrome to meet the aerial pioneer and at 
the reception fittingly christened the machine 
"Nyasa the First." 

KEEP in TOUCH 
with the great 
WORLD of STAMPS 

through 

({'11~~ ]~ (weekly) 

~~ 
"The Paper that really helps you with your hobby'• 

You need the Latest and Best Information on 
New and Porthcoming Issues, Stamp Market 
fluctuations, Auction Room realisations Who's 
Who and What's On in the Royal H~bby. 

You'll find it First in 8'1AMP tJOLLECTING 
for more than 22 years the leading Stamp .Journai 
of the Bri~ish Empire, always brim full of News 
and Bargams for the keen Collector. 

You can't Collect Stamps 
successfully without it ! 

Introductory copy gratis, on 
request, from 

G. M. MORRIS 
(S.A. representative), 

P.O. Box 36, 

SIMONSTOWN, C.P. 
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For two and a half years the company car
ried on operations entirely unsubsidised with 
two Puss Moth machines. Shortly after the 
arrival of "Nyasa the First," Mr. Christo
witz approached tp.e Government with a view 
to securing· an air mail contract. While both 
Sir Shenton Thomas and the Postmaster
General were greatly interested in the project, 
the world depression brought an end to the 
negotiations. 

Sir Hubert Young who succeeded Sir 
Shenton Thomas as Governor was very air
minded, but he refused to consider any air 
mail contract except with multi-engined air
craft. 

THE FIRST AIR MAIL DESPATCH. 
In December, 1931, Imperial Airways made 

a special delivery flight to South Africa (the 
special Christmas air mail flight). At very 
short notice it was decided that a mail would 
be made up in Nyasaland and sent to Salisbury 
by rail to connect with the Imperial Airways 
southbound flight. The postage on letters 
to South Africa was fixed at 7d. per half 
ounce and an extra 2d. for letters to be con
veyed from Cape Town to England by 
steamer. It is difficult to appreciate why Eng
lish mail was accepted as the Imperial Air
ways service did not connect with the steamer 
mail from Cape Town and there was thus no 
saving of time to justify this. Nyasaland's 
first air mail despatch comprised 85 letters. 

Of this number approximately 25 were for 
England via Cape Town, a few for Bulawayo, 
and the balance mainly for Johannesburg. On 
being sorted at Salisbury the mail was im
pressed with the "Experimental Flight" 
cachet used there. 

When the regular England-South Africa 
service of Imperial Airways was opened in 
January, 1932, Nyasaland came in as an air 
mail despatch country. The south and north
bound machines inaugurating the regular ser
vice were to cross near Salisbury on 29th 
January and Nyasaland's first connecting 
despatch comprised letters for destinations 
both north and south of Salisbury. The total 
mail despatched was 530 letters. Of this total, 
484 were for northward conveyance ( 309 for 
Great Britain) and only 46 for the south
bound flight of which 14 were for Bulawayo 
and 32 for South Africa, mainly Johannes
burg. This mail received the "First Official 
Air Mail" cachet at Salisbury which inci
dentally was a misnomer as the Christmas air 
mail which received the "Experimental Flight" 
cachet was an official mail. The southbound 
mail of 46 letters is of special interest in 
view of the fact that it was carried as far 
as Johannesburg by Mr. M. H. Pearce of the 
Rhodesian A via ti on Company in a Puss Moth 
machine under charter of Imperial Airways 
when the latter company's machines were 
held up at Broken Hill owing to mishaps. 

(To be contini:1,ed.) 

RARE BRITISH COLONIALS 
are my speciality 

The ideal method of collecting is to have one of my 

approval selections of rare British Coloniais beside 
your own collection. 

SELECTIONS SENT ON APPROVAL 
TO ANY PART OF THE WORLD. 

The cheapest dealer in the World for British Colonial 
Rarities is: 

T. ALLEN 
5, BLAKE HALL ROAD 

LONDON, E.11 

WANSTEAD, 

ENGLAND. 
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UNKNOWN STAMPS. 

Mr. V. F. James, in a recent number of his 
"Philatelic Notes and Offers" writes as follows 
regarding a stamp of Natal apparently over
printed for use by the British Consulate in 
Madagascar. 

In the vast quantity of stamps ever passing 
through my hands strange things come to light 
from time to time. It is useless to send them 
to any expert committee for they are unlikely, 
if not unable, to give them the systematic in
vesitgation required. The days of discoveries 
are by no means over, and although the paths 
of philately are well trodden, it is still possible 
that unknown stamps will yet be brought to 
light. 

The stamp I now put before my readers is 
a Natal 1878 4d. (CC) overprinted in somewhat 
decorative type of that period "BRIT. CONS. 
)IADASCAR" in two lines, which is presum
ably short for "British Consul, Madagascar." 
This has been neatly affected, and not hand
stamped, and is the work of a printing press. 
Knowing the connection between the Madagas
car mail and Durban, where letters were re
ceived to forward to Britain, the coincidence 
is a suggestive one, and one should take up 
the search if possible amongst the Natal postal 
archives to trace any 4d. stamps ordered to 
be so overprinted at that period. If so, the 
issue would probably ante-date the first issue 
of the large labels of March, 1884. Anything 
in the way of covers or stamps on pieces of 
the Consular Mail are excessively rare and 
to-day practically unobtainable. If one could 
trace the original British Consul of say, 1878 
to 1884 or his descendants they might be able 
to help us. 

And now a word about the chance of th;s 
being an entire fabrication. What faker would 
possess the inventive power to produce this 
stamp, of which as far as can be ascertained 
I have the only copy, and, moreover, bury it 
in a mixed lot of rubbish which was sold for 
a few shillings in auction? It was certainly 

found in "good company." Had the stamp, 
been produced as a phantasy we should have 
heard something of it by now, the chances 
are friend Melville would have exposed it and 
it would have been put on the shelf with 
Sedang, Counani and others. I think one may 
rule out the question of it being an invention; 
it is and old production. 

Will some of our South African friends 
come to our help and undertake a thorough 
investigation from Africa? 

* * * * 
In another number he records an unlisted 

MAFEKING variety-the ls. on 4d. British 
Bechuanaland, as follows:-

"My stamp has a double surcharge, the dec
orative type being super-imposed on the sans
serif type. The green of the stamp has run 
slightly otherwise it is a fine copy and bears 
the usual postmark. 

"The under surcharge appears to be some
what faintly printed or underinked, and this 
may account for it being put through the press 
twice. Gibbons list a double surcharge also 
a treble surcharge, but do not mention both 
types of surcharge on the same stamp. 

"If there is any record of another copy ex
isting, I would be glad to hear from the owner. 
Doubtless these stamps were surcharged under 
somewhat awkward conditions and possibly 
broken sheets or blocks had to be dealt with, 
in the same manner as the G.R.I. overprints 
on Samoa. On this account I do not dismiss 
it as a forgery." 

Postal Markings, of October, 1935, repro
duces several postmarks of C.G.H., Natal and 
Transvaal, also a SHIP LETTER mark of· 
Capetown, stated to be on covers to England 
and dated July, 1644. Surely something wrong 
here? We regret to note that this magazine
is threatened with having to close down for 
lack of sufficient support. That would be most 
unfortunate, as it covers a very interesting· 
field. More advertisers and 250 subscribers 
at $1 a year wanted. 

TO ACTIVE COLLECTORS 

£25,000 AT 50 TO 750/0 
DISCOUNT. I 

We are making up a series of\ 
Approval Books of single 
stamps_, used and unused, cover-

___________ _._ mg every country. ___________ _ 

Prices are subject to 50 to 75 per cent. discount, according to amount of purchase. They will total 
to £25,000 or more. .A mixture of countries, or any separate country can be sent. This is a grand 
chance for general collectors to improve their oollections. Send for a trial selection. References please. 

THIS MONTH'S BARGAIN:-
ST. VINCE'NT: ld. Local War Tax, 1st setting, pair showing one with comma and one 

with stop, Cat. lls. mint. Our price 2s. 6d. Block of four for 4s. 9d. 

BRIGHT & SON, 167 STRAND, LONDON, W.C.2 
(FRANK H. OLIVER). Established over 50 years. 
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Index of Contemporary Articles 

Most of the papers indexed are available 
for readers to borrow, but will they please 
. send stamps to cover postage of anything 
they desire to have on loan? 

LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS. 

American Philatelist . . . . . . . . . . . . A.P. 
Air Post Journal . . . . . . . . . . . . A.P.J. 
Australian St-amp Journal . . . . . . . . A.S.J. 
Australian Stamp Monthly . . . . . . A.S.M. 
British Philatelist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . B.P. 
Collectors' Club Philatelist . . . . . . . . C.C.P. 
Exchangiste Universe{ (L') . . . . . . . . E.U. 
Gibbons' Stamp Monthly . . . . . . . . G.S.M. 
Godden's Gazette . . . . . . . . . . . . . . G.G. 
Linn's Weekly Stamp News . . . . . . . . L.W. 
London Philatelist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . L.P. 
Mekeel's Weekly Sta;mp News . . . . . . M.W. 
Philatelist (Rotte,rdam) . . . . . . . . . . Ph. 
Philatelic Journal of Great Britain P.J.G.B. 
Philateliste Belge . . . . . . . . . . . . . . P.B. 
Philatelic Magazine . . . . . . . . . . Ph.M. 
Postmarke (Die) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . P.M. 
Postwertzeichen (Das) . . . . . . . . . . Pw. 
Record of Philately . . . . . . . . . . . . . . R.P. 
Revue Postale (La) . . . . . . . . . . . . Rev.P. 
Scott's Monthly Journal . . . . . . . . S.M.J. 
Sieger-Post .. ................ S.P. 
Stamps (New York) . . . . . . . . . . . . S. 
Stamps and Cover Collecting . . . . . . S.C.C. 
Stamp Collecting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . S.C. 
Stamp Collectors' Fortnightly S.C.F. 
St'amp Lover . . . . . . S.L. 
Stamp Magazine S.M. 

ABYSSINIA.-Status of the Abyssinian 
stamps of the 1919 issue, Ph.M. Dec. 13 .. 
The Postal History and Postage Stamps 
of Abyssinia, Stamp Collectors' Annual. 

ANDORRA.-Andorra (contd.), S.C.F. Dec. 
7. 

ARGENTINA.-Commemoratives (contd.), 
S.C. Dec. 7, 14, and 21. 

AUSTRIA. - Die Telegraphenwertzeichen 
Oesterreichs, P.M. Nov. 30. The Austrian 
Heroes stamps, 1935, S.C. Dec. 14. Die 
Gelegenheits- und Werbestempel Oester
reichs, P.M. Dec. 20. 

BELGIUM.-Le 10 centimes brun de !'emission 
du ler juillet, 1849, Rev.P. Dec. Quelques 
varieties accidentelles sur les "Medaillons" 
de Belgique, P.B. Nov. 

BULGARIA.-Bulgaria's Varna Commem
oratives, S. Nov. 30. 

CANADA.-Canadian Slogan Postmarks, S. 
Dec. 7. 

CZECHO-SLOVAKIA.-Die Postmarken der 
Tschechoslowakei, P.M. Dec. 20. 

EGYPT.-Controls of the 1927-34 issue, 
G.S.M. Nov. 

FRANCE.-La Foste aerienne du Siege de 
Paris (concl.), P.B. Nov. 

GABOON.-Les timbres du Gabon, 1862-1936 
(contd.), E.U. Dec. 1 and 15. 

GERMANY.-Die deutsche Heerspost an der 
Westfront (contd.), P.M. Nov. 30. Deutsches 
Reich 1889-1900 Plattenfehler und Druck• 
mangel der 10 Pf. Marke, P.M. Dec. 20 . 

GREAT BRITAIN.-More early essays 
(ninepence, surface printed), B.P. Oct. A 
study of Plate 59, Die II., B.P. Oct. British 
Railway Letter stamps (contd.), S.C. Dec. 
21. Photogravure varieties, Ph.M. Nov. 29. 
Surface-printed issues, G.S.M. Nov. 

GREECE.-Greek Air Mail stamps of 1935, 
Ph.M. Nov. 29. Greece-1st Type (concl.), 
G.S.M. Nov. 

GREENLAND.-Why not Greenland in the 
Catalogue?, G.S.M. Dec. 

GRIQUALAND EAST.-Griqualand East: 
Mount Currie Express, S.C.F. Dec. 21. (Re
print of article in Phil. Record, 1890, by 
E. Tamsen. 

HAW AIL-A Hawaiian problem and its solu
tion, S.C. Dec. 21. Hawaiian Portraits, 
S.M.J. Dec. 

HONDURAS.-The first Air stamps of Hon
duras, S.C. Dec. 7. 

HYDERABAD. - Notes on Hyderabad, 
P.J .G.B. Oct. 
IONIAN Is.-Les signes postaux et les 
Cachets "Posts Payes" des Iles Ioniennes, 
E.U. Dec. 1. 

INDIA.-The forgeries of India, S.L. Dec. 
JUGO-SLA VIA.-Yugo-Slavia: The "Chain

breaker" Issues, S.L. Dec. 
NEW BRUNSWICK.-The story of the 

"Connell," S.M. Dec. . 
NEW CALEDONIA.-French Army stamps 

of New Caledonia, R.P. Nov./Dec. 
NEW ZEALAND.-The Christmas stamps of 

New Zealand, Stamp Collectors' Annual. 
ORANGE FREE STATE.-Fresh light on 

some O.F.S. stamps, P.J.G.B. Oct. 
PALESTINE.-Palestine, S.M. Dec. 
PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND.-The rouletted 

P.E.I. 2d., P.J.G.B. Oct. 
QUEENSLAND.-Townsville to Cooktown 

Air Mails, A.S.J. Dec. 
RHODESIA.-Headplate varieties of the 1910 

issue, G.S.M. Nov. 
ROMAN STATES.-Les Timbres des Etats de 

l'Eglise, Rev.P. Dec. 
ROUMANIA.-Les Timbres des Principautes 

dan u biennes et de la Roumanie ( con cl.) , 
P.B. Nov. Beitrage zur Geschichte der 
rumanischen Post und deren Postwert
zeichen mit besonderen Beriicksichtigung 
der Poststempel (contd.), P.M. Dec. 20. 

SARA W AK.-The Stamps and Post Offices 
of Sarawak (contd.) , S.L. Dec. 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA.-The departmental 
stamps of South Australia (contd), 
P.J.G.B. Oct. and Nov. Recent South Aus
tralian Air Mails, A.S.J. Dec. 

SUDAN.-Gordon Commemoratives of the 
Sudan, Stamp Collectors' Annual. 
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SURINAM.-Cancellations on the stamps of 
Aurinam, S. Nov. 30. 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.-The U.S. 
10 cent. stamp of 1855-57 (contd.), A.P. 
Dec. U.S. Departments in blocks, M.W. 
Dec. 9. Ohio Sales Tax stamps, L.W. Dec. 

14. 
WURTEMBERG.-Die Kreuzer-Postkarten 

von Wurttemberg. P.M. Nov. 30 and Dec. 
20. 

MISCELLANEOUS.-Christmas Air Mails, 
S.M. Dec. "Accidents at Sea" (concl.), RP. 
Nov./Dec. Combination Covers, R.P. Nov./ 
Dec. Hoarding (Reply), A.S.M. Dec. 
"Smithy" The Man, A.S.M. Dec. Les 
Marques postales des Armees navales pen
dant la Guerre de 1914-19 (contd.), E.U. 
Dec. 15. Philatelic Suicide, G.S.M. Dec. 
Collecting Postage Dues, G.S.M. Dec. 

WHITFIELD KING AND CO.'S 1936 
PRiCE LIST. 

We have received a copy of this, the sixty
seventh edition, of Messrs. Whitfield King 
and Co.'s annual price list of stamps in sets 
and packets. This can be confidently recom
mended to any beginner or medium collector 
for selections of stamps. Practically every 
stamp issuing country in the world is repre
sented and it is up-to-date with 1935 issues 
with the one exception of J·u.bil,3e issues. Sup
plies of these are still i.oo uncertain to be 
given quotations. 

STANLEY GIBBONS' CATALOGUE-A 
CORRECTION. 

In our November issue in reviewing- Messrs. 
Stanley Gibbons' new catalogue we stated 
that the price of Gold Coast No. 24 £1 green 
and red) had dropped from £35 to £10. This 
was a mistake, as actually the pr1ce is now 

raised from £35 to £40. We regret having 
made a slip but we had some excu~~ as in our 
copy the "4" is rather faintly printed and 
might (although it should not) be mistaken 
for a "1." 

TRISTAN DA CUNHA. 

Stirring times here lately! On December 
29 the Harrison freighter Auditor left Dur
ban for S. America, calling at Tristan en 
route, expecting to be there on January 5. 
There were five tons of presents for the 
islanders on board and the mail included let
ters nearly a year old, two letters having come 
from the other side of the Antarctic from the 
Byrd Exped1tion in Little America. 

On January 7 tlie British freighter Sylvia 
de Larrinaga arrived at Durban, having called' 
there ten days previously on its voyage from 
Falmouth to Australia, Mails were landed at 
Durban from the island, some of them stated 
to have been posted ( ? to the island) as far 
back as 1932. A considerable proportion of 
the mail was definitely "philatelic" in char
acter, consisting of covers sent to the island 
to receive its postmark. 

Several types of postmark have been in use 
at Tristan from time to time. Early in th_e 
thirties they were without a postmark for a 
period, the missionary on leaving having in
advertently packed it up with his belongings. 
This mail, however, bears a circular cancel
lation with the name of the island and a small 
Maltese cross, a type used as least as far back 
as 1922. No cancellation appears to have been 
applied at Durban beyond surcharging for 
postage due those letters which had no stamps. 
Letters with British stamps were accepted 
without surcharge; letters with Union stamps 
were surcharged, but on application the sur
charging was cancelled. 

CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 
1864/5 wmk. CC, with outer lines, 4d. blue, the four distinct shades (cat. 32/-) used .• 

1896 5/- brown-orange, fine used . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . . , . . , . . • • • • • • • • 

(pairs and strips of three pro rata). 

1905 Officials, K.E. 3d., 4d., 6d., 1/- used, exceedingly scarce, the set . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

1909 K.E. o/ptd. Cigarette Duty, ½d. and ld. (3 diff.) unused . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... 

ditto ½d, inverted o/pt, mint . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

ditto ditto in block of 4, rare . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

The Postal History and Postage Stamps of C.G.H., by G. J. Allis .. 

ditto De Luxe Edition, with plates, etc. . . . . . . 

Post Free. 

A. LICHTENSTEIN, B.P.A. 

P.O. Box 76, Rouxville, O.F.S. 

7/6 

2/6 

63/-

2/6 

3/6 

20/-

25/6 

35/6 
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CAPETOWN PHILATELIC SOCIETY. 

President, H. Meyer, Hon. Sec., G. vV. Mor
ris, St. George's St., Simonstown. .11 eetings, 
2nd Thursdays, Railway Institute, 8 p.m. 

The last meeting in 1935 was held on De
cember 12, and was devoted to a display of 
Jubilee stamps by Mr. C. Smithers. This it 
may be said is Mr. Smithers' last display as 
he leaves Cape Town to take up residence in 
Johannesburg. 

The collection consisted of sets in singles 
of every Dominion and Crown Colony issuing 
the Jubilee stamps or overprints. Great Bri
tain was also represented by corner blocks 
of four together with Booklet Stamps with 
inverted watermark. South West Africa and 
Southern and Northern Rhodesia were shown 
in corner blocks of four in each value as also 
in inscriptional blocks. Used copies in blocks 
of four were also shown. 

The outstanding feature of the display was 
undoubtedly the Jubilee issues of the Union, 
which comprised about 100 sheets. The various 
values were shown in pairs row by row, to
gether with the numerous varieties in eac1

1 

value. Amongst the freaks was a vertical 
block of 12 of the ld. value with the words 
"South Africa" and "Zuid-Afrika" smudged 
out; and a pair of the same value with the 
"blotted eye" in the King's head. The recur
ring major varieties common to all values 
were shown complete. The whole display was 
neatly mounted and well written up. 

At the conclusion of the exhibition Mr. 
Morris expressed the thanks of the members 
for the fine show given by Mr. Smithers and 
also expressed the sincere regret that the lat
ter was no longer to be able to attend the 
meetings in consequence of his departure from 
Cape Town. As a foundation member of the 
Cape Town Society, Mr. Smithers has Jone 
much to bring the Society up to its present po
sition and win be hard to replace. Cape 'I uwn's 
loss is certainly Johannesburg's gain. 

JOHANNESBURG. 
President, R. H. Morley; Hon. Secretary, J. 

G. Kupferman, Box 4967. Meetings, 2nd 
Tuesdays, Carlton Hotel, 7.45 p.m. 

At the January meeting Major Milligan 
aroused the interest of the membe:rs by refer
ring to the drop in prices for the Cape rec
tangulars, as shown by the sale of a mint 
block of four of the 5s. orange wdermark 
Crown C.A. for £32 at a recent ssle. The cata
logue price for such a block was £160, and 
Major Milligan recalled that hE- wus present 

at a sale when a Capetown {!O\ii:!dor paid £375 
for a similar block some years ago. 

The paper and exhibit were both of Zanzi
bar. Dr. J. H. Harvey Pirie had gone to great 
pains to provide the meetin~ with a very in
teresting paper on the issues of that State. 
He traced the postal history of Zanzibar from 
the Indian Post Office opc,1rd in 1868 to 
the present issues. He 6 ave a ► ,rieE .. mtline of 
the use of French and German stamps used 
in the Post Offices of those countries and enum
erated the many errors on the contemporary 
stamps of India overprint~d Zanzibar in 1895. 

The exhibit consisted of many pages, from 
the early issues to the later high Yalues, mint 
and used, varieties and errors of Zanzibar 
including the French and German Post Of
fices. 

During the evening a programme was ar
ranged for the first six months. 

Mr. Schofield will .:supply the exhibit for 
our February meeting with a photographic 
display of the Royal 8ocidy's Jubilee Exhi
bition. 

--~ . PRETORIA. 

President, A. E. Basden, Hon. Secretary, 
Prof. H. A. ·wager, Box 514. Me:etings, 1st 
and 3rd Mondays, Polley's Hotel, 8 p.m. 

Two interesting meetim~s of i:he Society 
were held during December. At the first gath
ering several members mall,~ displays of their 
favourite country and supplemented the ex
hibits with interesting clrnts. 

On December 17, the ear1y postal sc>rvices 
of South America with particular reference 
to Peru and its early stamps, were the sub
ject of Dr. Broughton's notes. The paper was 
informative and was illustrated with numer
ous varieties and postmarks cf the first issues. 

Old German States were down for display 
and we were further indeoted to Dr. Broue:h
ton _for his fine showin~ of these items. Mr. 
A. F. Johnstone journeyed over from ,Johan
nesburg to treat members wit.a a fine exhibit 
of Saxony. 

The two meetings of the Society held in Jan
uary were well supported and were presided 
over by Major Harrington. On January 6, 
Mr. Hand read the chief news items from the 
philatelic press and Mr. Blockey read a paper 
on the early history of S. Australia with 
special reference to Adelaide, concluding with 
an interesting account of the earlier postage 
stamps and postal rates of that country. The 
paper contained much new information and 
is shortly to be published in one of the 
Philatelic magazines. Mr. Blockey afterwards 
exhibited some early stamps of S. Australia 
in support of his paper and at the same time 
showed the forgeries of S. Australia in the 
society's collection. 

On January 20, the Annual General Meet
ing was held. The reports of the several ac
tivities of the Society-two being held over-
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were passed and adopted. The following of
ficers for 1936 were elected. 

President, Mr. A. E. Basden. 
Vice-President, Dr. A. J. Broughton. 
Hon. Secretary, Prof. H. A. Wager. 
Hon. Treasurer, Mr. R. L. Watson. 
Exchange Superintendent, Dr. A. J. Brough-

ton. 
Librarian, Dr. A. J. Broughton. 
Curator of Society Collection, Mr. C. Hand. 
Curator of Forgery Collection, Mr. G. 

Blockey. 
Press Correspondent, Prof. H. A. Wager. 

RHODESIA. 

President, F. W. Porter; Hon. Secretary, L. 
Atkinson Box 587, Bulawayo. Meetings, 4th 
Mondays; Room 6, Royal Exchange Buildings, 
Bulawayo, 8.15 p.m. 

The monthly meeting was neld in Bulawayo 
on Monday, 23rd December in the Stock Ex
change Buildings. There was a fairly good at
tendance and the meeting was a great suc
cess. 

A letter was read from Mr. H. C. Dann 
of the Royal Philatelic Society concerning 
the head plate of the Rhodesian Admiral type. 

A photo of the plate in the Rhodesian 
National Museum had been sent to Mr. Dann 
for his comments. 

Mr. Dann is of the opinion that there had 
been more than one head plate, the other 
two having been destroyed by the printers. 
He considers that the one we have is that of 
Die III. 

It seems curious that the plates of these 
two earlier dies should have been destroyed 
and from a philatelic point of view, most un
fortunate. Mr. Dann forwarded some notes 
he had made on the matter and it was re
solved that these be studied and gone into 
~ore carefully at our January meeting, giv
mg members a chance to consider the matter 
before expressing an opinion. In this month's 
free raffle the first prize was won by the 
President Mr. F. W. Porter, and the 2nd 
prize by Mr. B. Carnegie. 

T~e rest of the evening was spent in an 
auct10n of stamps brought along by me;'1.~'Jers. 
The stamps offered for sale were medium and 
prices ruled on the low side. Mr . .Neall made 
an excellent auctioneer. Mr. Neall then asked 
the meeting to accept his resignation as Vice
President. Owing to his retiring from busi
ness and moving into the country some dis
tance from Bulawayo, he would not be able 
to attend our meetings. The Society was sorry 
to lose the services of Mr. Neall and the Presi
dent proposed a hearty vote of thanks to him 
f?r all past services and hoped he would con
tmue to be a member of the Society and re
tain his interest in stamps. 

ZANZIBAR LOCAL POSTAGE DUES. 
FANCY BORDER TYPE. 

Mr. C. J. Curtis records in Stamp Collect-ing, 
December 21, 1935, the occurrence of varieties 
in the "s" of "Insufficiently" and of "Postage" 
similar to those catalogued in the overprint 
"N. W. Pacific Islanda," i.e. the "s" may be 
either normal with both halves equal or it 
may have a small head and large tail. He 
gives a list of the varieties he has and re
marks that it would be interesting to know 
how many times each variety occurs on a 
sheet. 

COLLECTORS' WANTS 
AND OFFERS 

(Twopence per word per insertion with 
minimum of 2/- per insertion). 

Nevis and Virgin Islands.-Stamps, 
Literature and Information wanted. 

A. F. Johnstone, P.O. Box 6006, Johan
nesburg. 

"Specimen Stamps.''-Great Britain, 
British Colonial and Foreign wanted. 

Saul A. Klagsbrun, P.O. Box 846, Pre
toria. 

S'waziland. - Unusual items, covers, 
Transvaal and other stamps used in 
Swaziland ( vide postmarks) required 
by 

A. E. Basden, P.O. Box 238, Pretoria. 

Gold Coast.-Early issues, fine used. 
Special Postmarks. Mint. Wanted. 

William Redford, Allbret Building, 9 
Fraser Street, Johannesburg. 

Wanted.-Unusual items relating to the 
aviation history of Africa and the 
Empire. Full particulars to : 

L. Wyndham Houses of Parliament, 
Capetown. 

Wanted to communicate with collectors 
of S.W.A. postmarks. 

Dr. Edlinger, Dresden 19, Saxony, Ger
many. 

For Sale.-Blocks and Panes of South 
Africa and S.W.A. Officials, including 
errors. Apply : 

S. M. Rippon, Highlands, Cape. 

WANTED.-Covers from TRISTAN DA 
CUNHA prior to 1916. 

Dr. Pirie, Box 1038, Johannesburg. 
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Thus was described the progress of phila
tely at the opening of Austria's "Stamp Day," 
on December 1st, 1935, by Herr Ludwig 
Hesshaimer, President of the Union of Aus
trian Philatelic Societies, evidently still feel
ing full of enthusiasm from the glorious days 
of WIPA. 

"Stamp Day" in Austria is an annual event 
taking the form of an exhibition and lectures 
expressly for the benefit of school children and 
junior collectors and so popularising stamp 
collecting in the rising generation. 

Herr Fritz Stockinger, Austrian Minister of 
Posts, in opening the Stamp Day exhibition, 
expressed his desire, both as Minister and as 
a collector himself, to see an increased interest 
in philately and thought there was no better 
propaganda than by describing the fascination 
of the study of stamps. 

He explained how the postage stamp, 
originally designed merely to be an official 
receipt for prepaying- postage, had at the 
hands of the artist been ennobled so that the 
simply useful had become at the same time a 
thing of beauty and, in many cases, a re
flection in miniature of the life of the coun
try to which it belonged. 

The study of stamps, in his opinion, was the 
finest attainable respite from the worries of 
everyday life and it always could off er some
thing new. If foreign stamps were colected as 
well as those of one's own country, it broaden
ed one's education, gave an insight into the 
characters of other countries and thus helped 
to form common bonds of interest. 

World wide collecting to-day was admittedly 
almost an impossibility and it was almost 
essential to limit ones' serious interests to a 
few countries. 

Austria, he said, could proudly claim to 
have remained one of the "popular" coun
tries, abroad as well as at home. Sever::iJ 
reasons could be adduced . for this, but per
haps not the least important was the fact 
that the postal authorities had scrupulously 
refrained from all attempts at inflation and 
fleecing of philatelists for the sake of revenue. 

AS OTHERS SEE US. 
A writer in a recent philatelic magazine 

published in London says " ... the hu:nt for 
South African stamps bearing the postmark 
of Maseru-the only white settlement and 
therefore the only place in the Protectorate 
requiring a postal service-is likely to be much 
more difficult." 

Bless his heart, he is still thinking in the 
terms of darkest Africa of 50 years ago! 

If he had read Mr. Hand's article on the 
Postal Services of Basutoland and Swaziland 
in our number of March, 1934, he would have 
learnt that there were no less than thirty
six post offices in Basutoland and that the 
natives were very far from being a negligible 
factor when considering postal services. Any 
official in a native area will tell you of the 
bulky mails. This is not surprising when if 
is remembered that thousands go out from 
Basutoland yearly to work and they never 
lose touch with their homes. 

But the real joke is that the sentence quoted 
occurs in an article entitled "Do you know?" 

Elsewhere will be found an article entitled 
"The King's Stamp" which is being published 
in "Godden's Gazette" and for which we are 
indebted to Mr. Frank Godden for an advance 
proof. We feel sure the matter therein will 
be of interest to all collectors. Mr. Godden 
tells us he assisted in the making of the film 
-supplying the albums, and taking the part 
of a stamp collector. He is also to be seen 
mounting the 1935 Jubilee stamps into the last 
pages of King George V.'s album. 
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ST. CHRISTOPHER 
By 

WILLIAM W. FORSYTH, F.R.S.P.L. 

As an introduction or prologue to the sub
ject of my display this evening on this little 
island of St. Christopher-"The Mother Col
ony of the West Indies"-! should like to re
mind you of the deeply-interesting, but mainly 
neglected and almost forgotten story of the 
West Indies, which have been aptly named 
"The Cradle of our Navy." Many and varied 
are the stirring events which have taken place 
upon and around one or other of these ro
mantic islands during the last four and a half 
centuries. 

Since the time of their first discovery by 
Christopher Columbus, during the centuries 
when Drake, Hawkins, Raleigh, Nelson, Hood 
and Benbow sailed to and fro upon the At
lantic and the Caribbean Sea bloodshed by 
sea and land has played a very large part in 
the history of the West Indies. Constant 
battles are recorded between the English, 
French and Spanish Navies, whilst the 
struggles between one or other of those coun
tries with the murderous buccaneers and 
pirates, and the fierce and bloodthirsty Caribs, 
were incessant. 

After the discovery of St. Christopher by 
Columbus on his second voyage in 1493, the 
Spaniards practically exterminated the origin
al inhabitants with ruthless cruelty and 
severity, but it was never colonised by Spain. 
In 1623 the first settlement was made by a 
party of Englishmen commanded by one 
Captain Warner--"Suffolk men financed by 
London merchants," to use the words of a 
recent writer. During the sixteenth century, 
the Caribs had, however, once again become 
nu~·11erous in the island, and continual fight
ing took place between them and the new
comers. 

Two years later a party of some thirty 
French sailors landed with their captain from 
a wreck of a French privateer, and common 
cause against the natives was made between 
the two countries. The French settled at 
Basse Terre in the lower part of the island, 
while the English occupied Sandy Point at 
the upper end. Thus the dominion of the 
island was divided for a time between the two 
nations. 

But when the wild Caribs began to lose their 
power through diminishing numbers, a pro
longed struggle for predominant power took 
place between the French and English, first 
one and then the other being in the ascend
ant, whilst intermittently other nations joined 
in to make trouble for either or both. 

Finally Rodney's victory over De Grasse at 
the naval "Battle of the Saints" in 178'2 set-

tled the matter once and for all, and since 
1783 by the Treaty of Versailles, the island 
has remained a British colony even though 
the Frenchman Villeneuve raided it in 1805 
before the Battle of Trafalgar. 

Small in extent, being only some sixty-eight 
square miles, and twenty-five miles in extreme 
length by a little over five miles broad in its 
widest part, it is a prosperous little island, 
with many natural beauties. A chain of hills 
runs like a backbone down its length, the 
highest point being Mount Misery (a sinister 
name) 3,711 feet above sea level. 

Internal communication is by vehicular 
traffic on macadamised roads. There are 29 
miles of main road and 37 miles of by-roa<ls 
in St. Kitts, and in Nevis there are 60 miles 
altogether. 

The St. Kitts (Basseterre) Sugar Factory, 
Ltd., has a light railway (36 miles) right 
round St. Kitts for getting the cane to the 
Factory at Basseterre. 

Communication between St. Kitts and Nevis 
is by sailing boat daily. The Government is 
inaugurating an efficient motor boat service 
(mail and passenger) between the two islands 
and a double trip will be made by this boat. 

The Stamps of Saint Christopher are simple 
and straightforward, its issues presenting no 
puzzling complications or difficulties to the 
collector. I, however, preface my collection witll 
three different eaxmples of Pre-Stamp Covers 
in their complete letter form, distinctly dated 
1812, 1818 and 1828 respectively, and showing 
a prepaid postage of two shillings and 2d.
and are followed by contemporary stamps of 
Great Britain, used in the Colony between 
1858 and 1860 bearing the oval bar pmk. A.12. 

Although the West Indian Colonies took over 
the control of their several nostal affairs from 
1860 onwards-St. Christopher did not issue 
its own stamps until April 1870. The method 
of printing adopted by Thomas De La Rue 
and Co., for all the stamps of St. Christopher 
is interesting, in the light of the proof from 
the Master Die without the value-and which 
I show. Only one single design exists, with 
the several values inserted at a separate print
ing by subsidiary plates. 

The early issues were from a plate of 20 
impressions made from this Die-and a set of 
plates bearing the value only. This is indi
cated by the fact that plate-flaws found in 
the ld. are rec:urrent in other values. 

All its stamps were superseded by the gen
eral issues for the Leeward Islands on Oc
tober 31, 1890. 

The large Die Proof Impression of the 
King Edward Seal of St. Christopher-the 
two centre designs of which were used for the 
1903 issues-and importantly the one show
ing Columbus "using a telescope"-is in the 
light of that instrument particularly interest
ing, and is borne out by the artist's full 
coloured proof-taken from the old records of 
the College of Arms and Heraldry. 
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JOHANNESBURG 
INTERNATIONAL PHILATELIC 

EXHIBITION 
in conjunction with the 

BRITISH EMPIRE EXHIBITION 
SOUTH AFRICA~ 1936 

November 2 to 14, 1936 

Under the auspices of the 

PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF JOHANNESBURG 

SECTION 1. 
Exhibits " By Invitation " only. 
Many of the world's best coll:ctions 
will be represented. 

SECTION 2. 
Competitive. "Afr:ca South of the 
Equator." If you have any sort of 
a collection of Southern African 
Stamps, whether it be of Honour, 

Patron-in-Chief. 
H.E. The Governor-General, The 

Rt. Hon. The Earl of Clarendon, 
P.C., G.C.M.G. 

Patrons. 
The Prime Minister, General The 

Hon J. B. M. Hertzog. 
The Minister of Posts and Tele

graphs, Senator The Hon. C. F. 
Clarkson. 

Research, Specialized, or Ordinary 
grade, there will be an opportunity 
for it to compete. Start getting it 
in order now. 

Programmes and Entry Forms may 
be obtainej from : 

The Hon. Secretary, 
Exhibition Committee, 

P.O. Box 4967, 
JOHANNESBURG. 

The Administrator of the Trans
vaal, The Hon. S. P. Bekker. 

His Worship The Mayor of Johan
nesburg, Mald,vyn Edmund, Esq. 

The Postmaster-General, H. J. 
Lenton, Esq. 

The President of the Transvaal 
Chamber of Mines, W. A. 
Mackenzie, Esq. 

Make your arrangements now to spend your annual holiday in Johannesburg in 

November next and see the finest collection of stamps ever brought together in 

South Africa. Probably the greatest ever shown in the Southern Hemisphere. 

35 
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This much discussed telescope-originated in 
the early part of the 17th century-and al
though Columbus discovered America in 1492, 
yet its principle was described as early as 
1250. 

St. Kitts (its early name, by which it has 
lately again become known) being in the same 
Presidency as the closely-adjacent islands of 
Nevis and Anguilla-was in Hl03 once again 
authorised to have a separate issue embracing . 
the whole presidency (which also includes the 
island of Anguilla) under the title of "St. 
Kitts-Nevis." These were also produced by the 
same firm as the first issue. 

In 1924 these issues were abolished, hav
ing been used concurrently with the general 
Leewards Islands stamps, and the latter are 
now in sole use in the Presidency, 

In the first issue the penny value varies 
greatly in colour, being found in many shades 
of dull rose, as well as several different tints 
of lilac-rose. The 6d. also varies from vellow 
to blue-green; but, indeed, a great v·ariety 
of shade may be noticed throughout all the 
issues. 

I have a very fine bisected ld. perf. 14 
used on piece with an entire copy, and an
other used with four M. as 2~d. There are 
also three bisected copies of the ld. lilac
rose wmk. C. A. used together with a 2M. as 
4d. A very rare piece. 

The 4d. blue C.A. is very scarce unused. I 
show two fine copies. Also a fine used block 
of four of the ls. of this issue, which is ex
ceedingly scarce. 

We now come to the various surcharges of 
1885 to 1888, some of which are very rare. I 
show eleven of the halfpenny on half of ld. 
rose, used and unused, including pairs of both 
varieties reading up and down, and two in
verted copies. There are also some dangerous 
forgeries, one pair of which bears a genuine 
postmark. I also show a series of enlarged 
photographs of both genuine and forged 
copies, clearly showing the differences of 
type. 

I have a copy of the rare One Penny on 
6d. of June 1886, with double surcharge. This 
has not yet been found postally used. 

A used block of four of the One Penny on 2~d. 
of May, 1888, is a fine and noticeable piece of 
great rarity. 

A block of twelve of the ld. Antigua used on 
entire and dated February 28, 1890, is possibly 
unique. 

The used copies of the postal-fiscals are 
scarce. 

The series of St. Kitts-Nevis issued from 
1903 to 1923 are practically complete, used 
and unused, with many pairs, blocks, speci
mens, etc. 

COLLECTORS' WANTS 
AND OFFERS 

(Twopence per word per insertion with 
minimum of 2/- per insertion). 

Nevis and Virgin Islands.-Stamps, 
Literature and Information wanted. 

A. F. Johnstone, P.U. Box 6006, Johan
nesburg. 

"Specimen Stamps.''-Great . Britain, 
British Colonial and Foreign wanted. 

Saul A. Klagsbrun, P.O. Box 846, Pre·· 
t<>ria. 

Swaziland. - Unusual items, covers, 
Transvaal and other stamps used in 
Swaziland ( vide postmarks) required 
by 

A. E. Basden, P.O. Box 238, Pretoria. 

Gold Coast.-Early issues, fine used. 
Special Postmarks. Mint. Wanted. 

William Redford, Allbret Building, 9 
Fraser Street, Johannesburg. 

Wanted. - Cape, Natal, Transvaal, 
British Bechuanaland, Orange Free 
State, Rhodesia stamps on cover only 
postally used. 

E. Rudowsky, Dresden A.1, Germany. 

Extra Flagstaff Variety Blocks. -
Bechuanaland, 2 each, 3d., 6d., 50s. 
pair. Swaziland ld., 3d., 6d., 70s. 

Burn, P.O. Box 3055, Bulawayo. 

SEND ls. or worth of it. You get 150 
different stamps of Tschechoslovakia, 
Yugoslavia, Austria, Hungary, Poland. 

Philipp Freistadt, Bratislava, Dlha 33, 
Tschechoslovaki:a. 

W ANTED.-Covers from TRISTAN DA 
CUNHA prior to 1916. 

Dr. Pirie, Box 1038, Johannesburg. 
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crhe Air Mail History 
of N yasaland 

By L. A. WYNDHAM. 

(Contd. from p. 27 of February Issue) 

THE ROY AL AIR FORCE. 

In May, 1933, Nyasaland was 1isited by a 
Royal Air Force Service flight of five Fairey 
Gordon machines under the command of Group 
Captain C. W. Pulford, O.B.E., A.F.C., who 
in 1925, had led the first R.A.F. flight from 
Cairo to the Cape. 

In connection with the visit, the Nyasaland 
Government arranged an "Air Week." The 
South African Air Force sent up a flight of 
four Westland Wapitis under Maj. Meredith, 
A.F.C. Imperial Airways sent the veteran 
Hercules air liner "City of Karachi" to show 
the colours and sixteen privately-owned 
aeroplanes also proceeded to Nyasaland's air 
rally to participate in the race for the Gov
ernor's cup which was fittingly won by Nyasa
land's own pioneer airman, Mr. Christowitz. 
The Air Week was a great success. 

An interesting feature of the Air Week 
was the installation of a temporary post of
fice at the Chileka Aerodrome from 20th May, 
to 13th June, and the "Chileka" postmark is 
to-day a greatly prized item, particularly on 
a flown cover. 

On Friday, 26th May, 1933, the following 
notice appeared in the Nyasaland Times:-

NOTICE. 
Visit of Royal Air Force. 

It is proposed to make up experimental 
mails for conveyance by the Royal Air Force 
from Zomba to Lilongwe on 30th May, and 
a second mail to Fort Jameson on the 5th 
June. 

As the former will be the first internal 
N yasaland Air Mail and the second, the first 
flight to an external destfoation, they are 
unique opportunities for collectors, etc., to 
obtain specimens specially postmarked. The 
rate of postage will be ls. per ~ oz. Letters 
intended for these flights should be handed 
over Post Office counters and attention 
should be called to them. They should be 
posted so as to reach Zomba not later than 
the morning of the 29th May, and 4th June, 
respectively. 

F. FLAVIN. 
Acting Postmaster-General. 

Special envelozies were issued by the Postal 
authorities to commemorate the above air 
mail flights. The envelopes depicted the 
leopard and rising sun design (the work of 
Major Green, which was later incorporated 

in the stamps of the Protectorate) and bore 
the following inscriptions: "Nyasaland Air 
Mail" underneath the design and Zomba
Lilongwe-Fort Jameson. R.A.F., 1933" below 
the space left in the top left corner for the 
air mail label. 

Only 510 of these souvenir envelopes were 
printed and after they had been on sale at 
the Post Offices for only a few days they 
were unexpectedly withdrawn owing to their 
issue being in contravention of some Govern
ment regulation. 

The total mail from Zomba to Lilongwe 
was 355 letters. Covers received a special 
double-ring cachet at Zomba reading in the 
outer circle "FIRST NYD AIRMAIL" and 
the date "30 MY 1933" in the centre. The 
mail was back-stamped at Lilongwe the same 
day. 

On the 5th ,J:une, the R.A.F. flight de
parted from Zomba on its return to England 
and carried a mail to Fort Jameson in North 
Eastern Rhodesia, consisting of 261 letters. 
This mail also received a special cachet at 
Zomba reading: "NYD NRHOD AIRMAIL" 
with date 5 JU. 1933. The mail was back
stamped at Fort Jameson 6 Jun. 33. 12 p.m. 

Mail despatched from Limbe to connect 
with the Fort Jameson flight has an addi
tional interest. There is no rail connection 
between Limbe and Zomba, but through an 
error the mail was included with the Railway 
Travelling Post Office despatch. The mistake 
being noticed, the mail was immediately re
turned to Limbe by native runner and in or
der to ensure its connection with the flight the 
postmaster arranged for its immediate con
veyance to Zomba by motor car. The Limbe 
mail bears the "T.P.O." cancellation of 4 Jun. 
33. 7 a.m. 

IMPERIAL AIRWAYS. 
The Imperial Airways liner "City of Ka

rachi" returned to Salisbury on Monday, 1st 
June, and as this date provided the oppor
tunity of an immediate connection with Im
perial Airways north and southbound ser
vices, it was decided at very short notice to 
make up a connecting mail by the "City of 
Karachi," the existing "rlesp2stch" rates be
ing increased by 2d., making the postage on 
a letter for the United Kingdom ls. 2d. and 
to South Africa 9d. No special cancellation 
was provided for this air mail and the ma
jority of covers bear the date "Blantyre 31 
May 33. The 76; oz. of mail comprised 282 
letters, of which 228 were for northward con
veyance (221 for England) and 54 for the 
southbound connection (26 for Bulawayo and 
28 for South Africa). The "City of Karachi" 
was pi~oted ~y ~aptain Jack Sheppard~ a vet
eran a_ir m~ul pilot. A feature of special in
terest m this special air mail is that it antici
pated that by the R.A.F. from Zomba to Fort 
Jameson as the first air mail from Nyasaland 
to an external destination. 

( To be continued). 
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Mr. John Grierson, of the Post Office Film 
Unit, has kindly given us permission to _give 
details of their film "The King's Stamp." The 
film is being taken to the New York E,xhibi
tion in May and will be shown several times a 
day in a specially constructed cinema at the 
Exhibition. 

The film is a "talkie" and the first portion 
js in colour. The full run takes about twenty 
minutes. The followi11g is a brief commentary 
which gives some idea of its interest. 

Mr. Barnett Freedman, designer of the 
British Jubilee stamp, is seen interviewing a 
high official in the Post Office. He is being 
given particulars as to the size and proportion 
of the stamp which is needed. He is also told 
th~t he must keep to the head of the King 
which appears on the ordinary stamps. Mr. 
Freedman leaves the headquarters of the Post 
Office, promising to have his rough sketch 
ready in a few days. 

In a taxi on his way home Mr. Freedman 
searches for an idea for the design and 
scribbles on the back of an envelope'. At home 
he makes many roughs, and eventually decides 
on one of them and carries it out more fully 
in water-colour. A Post Office messenger boy 
calls for the design. Mr. Freedman watches the 
boy from his window as he carries it off. 

The official in the Post Office rings up Mr. 
Freedman. His design has been accepted! He 
is asked to meet the prospective printers of 
the stamp to discuss technical points. At his 
meeting with the printers he s.ays he is going 
to make a lithograph for them to work from. 
Mr. Freedman goes to the lithographic works. 
He copies his water-colour sketch en to the 
lithograph stone. (Two separate stones we-..·e 
::>.dually used.) The stone is taken to the 
printing press. Mr. Freedman watches prints 
being pulled. The amount of ink on the 
rollers is changed until a print of the right 
tone is -produced. Mr. Freedman .approves the 
best print and it is sent to the printers. 

The commentary in the colour sequence of 
the printing works is this:-

Mr. Harrison. whose firm prints the stamps, 
wiJl tell how this is done. 

Here is the paper on which the stamps will 
be printed. 

The paper comes to the printer in rolls 
nearly two miles long. 

On every roll is the Government seal. 
And the printers may not open a roll until 

the seal has been broken by a G.P.O. official. 
First of all the paper goes to the gumming 

machin". 
Then it ,--,,oes to what is called t:te fracturing

machine. Here it passes over a sharp edge 

which breaks up the dry coat of gum and 
prevents the paper from curling. Now it is 
ready for the printing press. The printing 
press contains this copper cylinder on which 
the design for the stamp has been engraved. 
This machine is turning out half a million 
Jubilee stamps an hour. 

As the stamps are printed they pass through 
currents of hot air which dry them. 

The perforating machine. 
The stamps are cut into sheets, given a 

strict examination for defects and delivered 
to the G.P.O. 

To-day we are apt to think of stamps as 
inseparable from letter writing, but they have 
been in use for less than one hundred years. 

(This is the end of the colour sequence.) 
The historical sequence begins with a pic

ture of the Wyon Medal. 
This is the commentary: 
In 1837 Queen Victoria came to the throne, 

and this medal was struck in honour of her 
first entry into London. 

This was an age of mechanical inventions. 
Business men saw how these inventions 

could be used to increase trade. And all over 
the country they built factories which needed 
more and more people to work them. Increase 
in population and the growth of trade made a 
new postal system, necessary. 

This is the conversation between Rowland 
Hill and a stranger seen in a railway carriage 
of the 1830's :-

Hill: "The population has increased by al
most one-third in the last thirty years, yet 
there are no more letters sent through the 
post than when I was a boy. As a commercial 
undertaking the Post Office is a failure. It is 
because the post is too expensive. People 
can't afford it." 

( Superimposed scene of a woman at a 
cottage door refusing to take in a letter from 
a postman.) 

Wiomam: "A shilling for a letter indeed! 
You can tell thei Post Off ice to take it back to 
London and I hope it costs them a shilling. 

Hill: "This old-fashioned method of charging 
by distance and collecting the postage from 
door to door is slow and expensive. It all de
pends on finding a good way for paying for 
letters in advance. My plan is, to sell to the 
public some kind of a mark which they could 
put on the letters themselves to show that they 
had been paid for. A printed cover, a small 
sticky label . . . in fact, a kind of stamp." 

Post Office Official: "Of all the wild and 
visionary schemes I have ever heard, this plan 
to pay postage in advance by means of labels 
is the most preposterous." 

A Gentleman: "Most un-English I call it." 
M.P.: "On the other hand we build Nation.al 

Galleries and create public parks at the 
general cost of the country. I do not think 
that either of these are more conducive to the 
moral and social advancement of the com
munity than facility of ir1tercourse by post." 

 Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022 



March, 1936. THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST 3'.) 

Scottish M.P.: "It costs some of my consti
tuents one-fifth of their weekly wages to re
ceive a letter from their children in London." 

Lamcashire Jl([.P.: "As a representative of 
Lancashire paper manufacturers, . I a:m 
naturally interested in any plan which will 
increase correspondence." 

Business lvlan: "It is commercial suicide to 
restrict the free transmission of letters." 

A General: "Therefore I shall reluctantly 
vote for this bill and I earnestly request you 
to do the s.ame." 

Commentator: "Rowland Hill's plan was 
adopted and the new postal system came into 
force. Until the stamps were ready people 
handed in their letters with the fee. The 
stamps were urgently needed to simplify the 
work." 

The Treasury held a competition inviting 
the public to send in designs for a stamp. 

Over two thousand seven hundred entries 
were received. 

None of them was considered satisfactory. 
So Rowland Hill in collaboration with a firm 
of printers had this design made. 

This was the first stamp, A penny black 
and twopence blue. 

A printed envelope designed by a Royal 
Academician was also issued. 

The stamps and envelopes were first sold 
to the public on May 1st, 1840, for use on 
May 6th. 

(To be continued). 

A FOURTH VARIETY OF NATAL FIELD 
FORCE CANCELLATION. 

Mr. Lancelot A. B. Sharpe writes us "I 
have recently acquired a ld. Natal stamp with 

~. cancellation evidently 

I N, F a Boer War item. This 
~ cancellation appears to 

have so far been un
recorded. Can it be "Indian-Natal Field 
Force?" The mark between "I" and "N" is 
very suggestive of a hyphen. I should be glad 
to hear whether it is known to any of your 
readers." 

This makes the fourth variety of N F F 
cancellation now recorded. The first was a 
anegc1.tive," white letters on a black back
gromJd; the others are all "positives." ·One, 
found by Mr. And. Watson, is illustrated on 
page 149 of the South African Philatelist, 
Vol. 10 1934, the letters being considerably 
larger than those figured above. The other is 
illustrated by _Mr. Hurt in the Record of 
Philately, Vol. 1 page 28, the letters being 
similar to those above but inside a thick, ir-
regular circle. · · 

Apparently the Natal Field Force had to do 
with makeshift marks in its early days before 
the postal services were properly organized. 
These were probably very short-lived in usage 
and are bound to be scarce, but even more 
varieties may yet be forthcoming if a lookout 
is kept for them. Meanwhile we congratulate 
Mr. Sharpe on his discovery. 

RARE BRITISH coLoNIALs-/ 
are my speciality 

The ideal method of collecting is to have one of my 
approval selections of rare British Colonials beside 

your own collection. 

SELECTIONS SENT ON APPROVAL 
TO ANY PART OF THE WORLD. 

The cheapest dealer in the World for British Colonial 
Rarities is: 

T. 
5, BLAKE HALL ROAD 

LONDON, E.11 
WANSTEAD, 

ENGLAND. 
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Index of Contemporary Articles 

Most of the papers indexed are available 
for readers to borrow, but will they please 
.send stamps to cover postage of anything 
they desire to have on loan? 

LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS. 

American Philatelist . . . . . . . . . . . . A.P. 
Air Post Journal . . . . . . . . . . . . A.P.J. 
Australian St-amp Journal . . . . . . . . A.S.J. 
Australian Stamp Monthly . . . . . . A.S.M. 
British Philatelist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . B.P. 
Collectors' Club Philatelist . . . . . . . . C.C.P. 
Exchangiste Universe[ (L') . . . . . . . . E.U. 
Gibbons' Stamp Monthly . . . . . . . . G.S.M. 
Godden's Gazette . . . . . . . . . . . . . . G.G. 
Linn's Weekly Stamp News . . . . . . . . L.W. 
London Philatelist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . L.P. 
Mekeel's Weekly Stwmp News . . . . . . M.W. 
Philatelist (Rotte.rdam) . . . . . . . . . . Ph. 
Philatelic Journal of Great Britain P.J .G.B. 
Philateliste Belge . . . . . . . . . . . . . . P.B. 
Philatelic Magazine . . . . . . . . . . Ph.M. 
Postmarke (Die) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . P.M. 
Postwertzeichen (Das) . . . . . . . . . . Pw. 
Record of Philately . . . . . . . . . . . . . . R.P. 
Revue Postale (La) . . . . . . . . . . . . Rev.P. 
Scott's Monthly Journal . . . . . . . . S.M.J. 
Sieger-Post . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . S.P. 
Stamps (New York) . . . . . . . . . . . . S. 
Stamps and Cover Collecting . . . . . . S.C.C. 
Stamp Collecting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . S.C. 
Stamp Collectors' Fortnightly . . . . S.C.F. 
St-amp Lover . . . . . . . . . . . . . . S.L. 
Stamp Maga,zine S.M. 

ABYSSINIA.-Ethiopie: son service postale, 
ses emissions postales, leurs varietes et leurs 
obliterations, P.R. Dec. Status of the 
Abyssinian stamps of the 1919 issue, L.W. 
Jan. 11. 

ANDORRA.-Andorra ( contd.) Check Lists, 
S.C.F. Jan. 4. 

ARGENTINE. - Commemorative 
(contd.), S. C. Dec. 28. 

AUSTRALIA. - Australia's first 
A.S.M. Jan. Commemorative 
(contd.), S.C. Jan. 4. 

Stamps 

stamp, 
stamps 

AUSTRIA.-Die eerste Ausgabe von Oester
reich und Lombardei-Venetien, 1850-58 
(contd.), P.M. Jan. 15. Commemorative 
Stamps, S.C. Jan. 11 and 18. Die Gelegen
heits- und Werbestempel Oesterreichs. Erg
anzungen und W achtrag 1934-5 (contd.), 
P.M. Jan. 15. 

AZORES.-Commemorative Stamps, S.C. Jan. 
18 and 25, Feb. 1. 

BELGIUM.-Contribution a l'etude des 
obliterations belges, P.B. Dec .. Les. Paque
bots belges; notes historiques et postales 
de la ligne Ostende-Douvres, P.B. Dec. Le 
Timbre de Deuil "Reine Astrid," Rev.P. Jan. 

BRAZIL.-Os Sellos commemorativos da visita 
do Cardeal Pacelli. Boll. da Soc. Phil. 
Paulista. 

COLOMBIA.-Plating the Columbian Repub
lic Bolivar issue of 1904, C.C.P. Jan. 

COSTA RICA.-Costa Rica 1862-65: Some 
notes on the Printings, R.P. Jan . 

DANISH WEST INDIES.-(Translation of 
Kohl's Handbook), C.C.P. Jan. 

EGYPT.-The Postal Concession Labels for 
the use of the British Forces in Egypt, 
G.S.M. Jan. Postmarks used in French 
offices in Egypt, R.P. Jan. 

FALKLAND IS.-First type varieties, G.S.M. 
Jan. 

FRANCE.-Marques postales de l'Armee 
frarn;aise durant la guerre franco-alle
mande de 1870-71 (contd.), E.U. Jan. 15. 

GABOON.-Les timbres du Gabon 1862-1936 
(contd.), E.U. Nov. 1 and Jan. 1. 

GE RM ANY .-Die Rosettenmuster-A usgaben 
von Deutschland, S.P. Jan. Die Auftrags
nummeren auf den Marken des Deutsches 
Reich (contd.), P.M. Jan. 15. 

GREAT BRITAIN.-British Railway Letter 
stamps (contd.), S.C. Dec. 28 and Jan. 18. 
Glasgow Air Mail Cachets, S.C. Jan. 4. 
The Victorian surface printed issues: The 
Fourpence value (contd.), G.S.M. Jan. A 
study of Plate 59, Die II. (contd.), B.P. 
Nov. 

HAW AIL-Hawaiian Portraits, S.M.J. Jan. 
(contd.). 

HONDURAS.-The first air stamps of Hon
duras (contd.), S.C. Jan. 4. 

INDIA.-The forgeries of India, S.L. Jan. 
IONIAN IS.-Les signes postaux et les 

cachets "Ports Payes" des Iles Ioniennes, 
E.U. Jan. 1. 

J AP AN.-The Japan 1 sen line-engraved 
issue of 20th July, 1872, L.P. Oct. and Nov. 
The Forgeries of the 1871-72 issues, R.P. 
Jan. 

JUGO-SLA VIA.-The "Chainbreaker" issues 
(contd.), S.L. Jan. Alexander mourning 
stamps, S. Jan. 18. 

LAGOS.-The posts and postage stamps of 
Lagos (contd.), S.C. Dec. 28, Jan. 4 and 18, 
Feb. 1. 

LUXEMBERG.-Railway Postmarks, R.P. 
Jan. 

MALTA.-Cancellations. Notes on stamps of 
other countries "used in Malta," R.P. Jan. 

MODENA.-Scott's No. 20. Emco M.J. Jan. 
NEW ZEALAND.-N ew Zealand Notes, 

S.C.F. Dec. 21. 
NIGER COAST.-The Niger Coast Pro

visionals, L.P. Nov. 
NORWAY.-Plating Norway No. 4 (contd.), 

S. Jan. 11, 18 and 25. 
P APU A.-Papuan Post offices, A.S.M., Jan. 
PUERTO RICO.-Spanish postmarks on U.S. 

stamps during early days of the Occupa
tion 1898-99, S. Jan. 25. 

QUEENSLAND.-The plate errors of S.G. 
234, A.S.M., Jan. 
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RHODESIA.-Dies and Plates of the Char
t~red Company's Issues, L.P. Nov. 

RUSSIA.-The Rural stamps of Old Russia, 
S.C.F. Jan. 4. 

ROUMANIA.-Beitrage zur Geschichte der 
Rumanischen Post und deren Postwert
zeichen mit besonderen Berticksichtigung 
der Poststempel, P.M. Jan. 15. 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA.-Further notes on the 
stamps of S. Australia, L.P. Oct. The long 
stamps of S. Australia, L.P. Oct. The De
partmental stamps of S. Australia (contd.), 
P.J.G.B. Dec. 

TATI.-Tati Concessions, L.P. Oct. 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.-Trans
Pacific Flight, Air Post J our., Dec. U.S. 
issues of 1894 Imperf. and Part-perf., M.W. 
Dec. 2. Masterpieces in miniature. Early 
stamps of U.S., S.M. Jan. Rarities of the 
U.S.A., S.M. Jan. Commemorative stamps, 
S.M. Jan. U.S. 1917 Part-perf., M.W. Dec. 
30. U.S. stamped Newspaper Wrappers, 
S.C.C. Dec. Pioneer Airmail flights, A.P. 
Jan. Railroad and R.P.O. Postmarks 1861-
68, S. Jan. 11. 

ZANZIBAR-Zanzibar Dues, S.C. Jan. 4 
and 11. 

MISCELLANEOUS.-1\fore Jubilee Varieties, 
S.C. Dec. 28. "Jubilee" Dates, S.C. Jan. 4. 
Proofs and Essays of the World, S.M. Jan. 
"Jubilee" jottings, S. C. Jan. 11 and 25. 
Double prints and blurred impressions com
pared, P.J.G.B. Dec. The fight against 
Speculative issues, G.S.M. Jan. Polar 
stamps, Ph.M. Jan. 10. Experiments i:ri 
Watermark Uetermination, S.M. Jan. 
Stamps of Mourning, S.C. Feb. 1. Ancient 
Posts, C.C.P. Jan. 

1············· .. AE.~i~rE;J~~······ .. ········1 
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Imperial Airways had the misfortune to 
lose the air liner Artemis when it crashed 
at Pietersburg on Monday night, the 11th 
February. 

The Artemis, with a full complement of 
passengers and mail, was bound for Johan
nesburg. Fortunately, although the plane was 
wrecked, there was no loss of life at the time 
and the mail was found intact. 

The mails carried by the liner were trans
ferred later to another plane, which continued 
the journey south. 

This incident recalls to our memory the 
fateful crash which occurred at Sir Lowry 
Pass on Friday, the 13th November, 1931, 
when the airmails were carried between Port 
Elizabeth and Cape Town. 

Passing over Sir Lowry Pass the plane 
crashed and was destroyed by fire; very little 
of the mail was recovered. 

These Sir Lowry Pass crash covers are very 
rare as only a very limited number were re
covered after the crash. 

Another important air route has just been 
opened by Imperial Airways in North Africa. 

This service commenced on the 13th Feb
ruary from Khartoum in the Soudan to Kano 
in Nigeria. The service is scheduled to do 
the outward journey in two days and the in
ward journey in three days. 

The route to be followed from Khartoum 
will be via El Obeid, El Fasher, Geneina, 
Abesher, Ati, Fort Lamy, Maidugari and 
Kano. 

With the inauguration of this service it 
is now possible to reach the Gold Coast from 
South Africa in six days. 

Jubilees Wanted 

FOR CASH 
A.ny Quantity. 

Complete Sets Mint. 
SOUTH-WEST AFRICA; UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA (in pairs); also Mauritius, 
St. Helena, Ascension, all Moroccos, Gilberts, Papua, Nyassaland, N. Zealand iand 
Dependencies, Egypt. Cable quantity and price, and upon acceptance you shall s,,md 
it to us direct and draft will be mailed by return mail Or, if you prefer, coUect 

through the Corn Exchange Bank of New York. 
Of all other Jubilees we hav,e an extensive stock and will be glad to send our wholesale 

or retail price list. 

BROADWAY STAMP CO... INC ... 
146 FULTON ST., NEW YORK. Established 1920. Capital Stock $30,000.00. 
Cable Add.: 'Broadstamp,' New York. The mail is too slow, we prefer to work by cable. 
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HANDLEY-PAGE FLIGHT. 
Sir, 

On page 7 of the January issue you refer 
to the "Handley-Page" facts. 

As you may be aware I did not see the 
proofs of my catalogue and was not able to 
correct a number of errors, spelling and other, 
that occurred. 

About three years ago I gave Messrs. 
Francis J. Field the correct dimensions of the 
Handley-Page cachets and these should also 
have been included in the first supplement 
to my catalogue had th~ printers not deleted 
parts of my supplement MS. 

The dimensions for page 57 of my cata
logue should read:-

"two lines, each 72~ m.m. long; height of 
letters 7½ m.m., height of both lines to
gether 19 m.m." 
As regards the number of covers extant, the 

following might assist you:-
1. Entire in my own possession. 
2. Saby's entire, now in the possession of 

Dr. Pirie. 
3. Park Smith's entire illustrated by you 

in the J anua:ry, 1936, South African Philatel
ist. 

4. One belonging to Mr. Milton Stern, Kim
berley. 

5. One reported by Dr. C. L. L. Murray 
to be in his possession. · 

6. and 7. Two reported to have been of
fered to Mr. Wyndham by South African 
owners. 

8. and 9. Copies sold to overseas collectors 
prior to 1930. 

Perhaps you can add to the above list. If 
not, we can accept that no more than seven 
are known in South Africa and two overseas. 

You are correct as regards the Beaufort 
West cachet. At the time I wrote the cata
logue I had seen one copy only, viz., my own. 

Yours, etc., 
L. SIMENHOFF. 

RHODESIAN POSTMARK. 
Sir, 

I wonder if any of your readers could throw 
any light on a postmark on a Rhodesian stamp 
I have recently come across. 

The stamp is a ld. of the 1897 Arms issue 
and is off the original paper, consequently 
only about half of the postmark is visible. The 
visible portion of the postmark is "VIC
TORIA'' in the top half and "S. AFRIC" in 
the lower half. 

The date is in the middle in three lines, 
but only a portion of an "o" of the year is 
visible, so that it must have been between 
1900 and 1909. 

From the position of the "VICTORIA" there 
must have been some word after it, such 
as "FALLS" or "WEST." 

The type of postmark is identical with the 
early Rhodesian type, a small single circle 
outside of the lettering . 

I think we can cut out the possibility of 
it being Victoria West, as the words "S. 
AFRICA" were never used on a Cape Colony 
postmark until after Union in 1910. 

Yours, etc., 
FRANK W. PORTER. 

"B" IN "JUBILEE." 
Sir, 

I have had my attention drawn to the dif
ference in the shape of the B in JUBILEE 
on all the denominations of the Union Jubilee 
stamps by several writers, and had meant 
ere this to have made a nqte of it for in
clusion in the Addenda of my article, but 
pressure of work has made me put it off until 
now. 

Mr. I. H. C. Godfrey of Bulawayo has re
cently written sending a cover to illustrate 
his points. 

There is no doubt that there is a distinct 
difference. The B in JUBILEUM appears 
normal, i.e., the top is slightly narrower than 
the bottom, but in JUBILEE the B has the 
top part larger and the bottom smaller, and 
this gives the impression of the B being re
versed. 

This is interesting as it must have been 
drawn so in the original design. 

There is also an interesting flaw which I 
omitted in my article under the 6d. denomina
tion, and that is the double cross bar or 
scratch in the A on 11-1. 

On the same stamp the top of U in SUID 
is extended up to the white m::J,rginal line, 
and there is a dark dot in the edge of D. 

Yours faithfully, 
G. N. GILBERT. 

S. RHODESIA. 
In the current issue the following new perfs·. 

have been reported as on sale: ls., ls. 6d. and 
5s., perf. 1H; ½cl. and ld. perf. 14. 

,e, 

AIR MAIL NOTES. 

Our readers will learn with regret that Mr. 
L. A. Wyndham, through pressure of other 
work, is unable to continue his monthly air 
mail column. We hope, however, that this 
column will be continued under the direction 
of Mr. Greenbaum, of Pretoria, who is also 
well known as a collector of South African 
air mails. 

We hear that Dr. C. L. L. Murray is break
ing up his air mail collection, which contains 
many fine items. Those interested should 
communicate with him, Box 322, Murrays
burg, C.P. 
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i_ THE INDEPENDENT PAPER THAT BY IT'S 
IMPARTIAL ADVICE SAVES YOU MANY TIMES 
THE SMALL COST OF SUBSCRIPTION 

EDITED BY 
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SPECIMENS (L 
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POSTFREE 
ANYWHERE . 
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CONDUCTED BY A 
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THE STAMPS OF TONGA. 
By A. A. ROSENBLUM. 

( Orlo-Smith & Co., 244 Collins St., Melbourne, 
Australia. Price 3s. 6d.) 

An intensely interesting and up-to-date 
booklet compiled by an acknowledged author
ity on Australasian Stamps in the person of a 
former Editor of the Australian Stamp 
Monthly. 

The purchase by the publishers of the 
"Groom" collection of Tonga provided the 
author with the necessary material and was a 
golden opportunity for collecting the required 
data. Mr. Rosenblum's genius for research 
work has had full play and the result is some
thing quite new, and further than that, a , 
rich field has been uncovered for further in
vestigation in what has hitherto been almost 
a "terra incognita." 

The ".Groom" collection has now been 
broken up and the items listed in the Check 
List and Catalogue have been priced from the 
resulting dealer's stock. No less than 876 
major varieties are enumerated and full de
scriptions are given of all the known plate 
varieties, transfer flaws, double prints, bi
sects, proofs, etc. 

The first issue of 1886-88, ld. 2d. and 1:s:. 
can be found in three types and the 6d. in 
two. 1 i 4.[~l~ 

The surcharged issues are particularly ·in-
teresting and are produced from type, from 
stereos, from linotype slugs, and from the 
typewriter. 

The third issue of 1895 with the portrait 
of the New King George II. can be plated, the 
overprinted 2~d. value re-drawn, showing 
prominent transfer flaws on each of the 24 
stamps on the pane. 

The Pictorial issues of 1897-1934 printer! by 
Messrs. De la Rue and Co. are works of art 
and from a philatelic point of view are ren
dered more interesting by the presence of a 
number of re-entries, flaws and retouches: the 
outstanding variety being the 7½d. with centre 
inverted. 

The check list and pricing· of the Catalogue 
has been carefully done and the items do net 
appear to have been over priced; e.g. an issue 
of under 6,000, forty-four years ago, priced 
at 2s. unused and 2s. 6d. used, cannot be con
sidered as excessive. For easy reference 
Gibbons' Catalogue numbers are given in tbe 
check list. 

The issue of this Handbook should stimulate 
interest in Tongan stamps, lead to a mild 
boom and a rise in prices in what is at pre
sent an unpopular country. G.B. 

SILVER JUBILEE STAMPS 
By DOUGLAS ARMSTRONG. 

( Stamp Collecting, Ltd., 428 Strand London. 
Price 2s.) 

Here is a 35-page booklet which every col
lector of "Jubilees" should have as a com
panion to his collection. It will be invaluable 
for writing up and it is almost as beautifully 
produced as the stamps themselves. It deais 
with those of Great Britain and their 
Moroccan overprints, with the seals of the 
British forces in Egypt, th·e various Dominion 
issues and the Windsor Castle series of the 
Crown Colonies. 

You will find in it a consideration of the 
dates of issue and withdrawal, the numbers 
pri~te?, printers, descriptions of designs, 
varieties and numerous other relevant 
features. 

The f~cts and _figures given will probably 
n?t reqmre material alteration (the figures 
given_ for the Union issue being one excepticn 
to this statement, however), although doubt
less a second edition will be called for when 
an opportunity will be available for 'givini:r 
supplementary. information, not yet availabl~: 
as to explanat10n of plate varieties, numbers 
.and shades of various printings ar1.d other 
little d~tails,- Such features will provide work 
tor ph1latehc_ students for many a long day; 
rn the meantime here is all the informati<:m 
that the ordinary collector wants. 

P.S.-Whilst going to press we have seen 
an announcement of a 6d. supplement with 
additional information. 

CORRECTION. 
In the article "Some Union Stamps Pri

vately Per!orated" by A. Hilton Sydow, which 
appeared m our January number two firms 
are mentioned: Batter, Batter a~d Co., and 
Batter, King and Co. These should have been 
respectively: Baker, Baker and Co., and Baker, 
King and Co. We have to thank two corres
pondents for calling our attention to the mis
take. 

B. & K. 
The firm that supplies the stamps others cannot. 
Our prices are reasonable, though in some cases 
not 110 low as quotations elsewhere, but we can 
fill most requirements. We aim to be able to 
supply 

ANY STAMP OF ANY COUNTRY 
and can generally offer most stamps of a want 
list, however difficult. Prices average half cata
logue. Let us know your requirements. We 
never worry with unwanted selections. 

1933 Price List of British Colonial Stamps. 
100 Pages . . . Price One Shilling. 

(Refunded against purchases.) 
B & K Special Offers - No. 10 - free on request. I 

BRIDGER & KAY, LTD. 
170 STRAND LONDON, W.C.2. 
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PRETORIA. 

President, A. E. Basden, Hon. Secretary, 
Prof. H. A. Wager, Box 514. Meetings, 1st 
and 3rd Mondays, Technical College, 8 p.m. 

The meeting on February 3rd was presided 
over by Mr. A. E. Basden. The reports of 
the Treasurer and Exchange Superintendent 
and the motion by Mr. Giovanetti were post
poned until March 2nd. 

Amongst the novelties Mr. Basden showed a 
penny Union Jubilee with the 1 of 1935 miss
ing. The current ld. has been issued with a 
gutter down the middle of the sheet. 

Mr. A. Watson read a paper on sidelines 
in Philately of the stamps of Great Britain. 
He illustrated the different sidelines by sheets 
from his collection. 

Mr. N. L. Watson showed some recent Greek 
air-mails. 

On February 17th the Annual Dinner was 
held under the presidency of Mr. Basden. The 
guests of the evening were Mr. and Mrs. 
Kruger, Mr. and Mrs. Reindorp and Dr. and 
Mrs. Harvey Pirie. The usual toasts were 
proposed and suitably replied to. Mr. Rein
dorp said he was very pleased to be able to 
offer a room at the Technical College for 
future meetings of the Society. He hoped it 
would be a means of extending the activities 
of the Society especially amongst more youth
ful collectors. 

Some nice sheets of stamps were exhibited 
including Cape Triangulars with woodblocks. 

H.A.W. 

PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF NATAL. 
President, H. de Terrasson; Hon. Secretary, 

Mrs. Reed, Box 588, Durban. Meetings, 1st 
Wednesdays, Durban Publicity Bureau, 

The usual monthly meeting of the Philatelic 
Society of Natal took place on the 5th inst. 
The attendance was a very large one, to see 
the display given by Mr. H. H. Hurst of his 
wonderfully fine collection of Cape Triangular 
stamps. 

After disposing of the business side of the 
meeting, enrolling new members, auction of 
new issues, etc., Mr. Hurst arranged his sev
eral pages out on the tables (two relays were 
necessary); the stamps were all superb copies, 
lightly cancelled, in blue, red, and with 
numerals, stamps in many shades of colour, 
blocks of fours, and in pairs, woodblocks 

(also on entire) as well as envelopes used be
fore the advent of postage stamps, every 
stamp being nicely mounted on dark paper 
and inscribed. It was a real treat for all 
those present to be able to see such a good col
lection of stamps. 

Mr. Hurst is displaying this collection (not 
for competition) at the International Exhi
bition to be held in New York in a few months 
time. Mr. Hurst is going there to act as one 
of the judges at the exhibition, and will be 
pleased to give anyone information about this 
exhibition-drop him a line to P.O. Box 588, 
Durban. 

RHODESIA. 
President, F. W. Porter; Hon. Secretary, L. 

Atkinson, Box 587, Bulawayo. Meetings, 4th 
Mondays, Room 6, Royal Exchange Buildings, 
Bulawayo, 8.15 p.m. 

Mr. F. W. Porter presided at the usual 
monthly meeting on the 27th January, over a 
good attendance of members and visitors, 
amongst the latter being a representative from 
the Bulawayo Chronicle. The Committee of 
the National Museum at Bulawayo having re
quested the Society to appoint a Curator of 
the Rhodesian Stamp Collection to be formed 
by the Museum, Mr. L. Atkinson was ap
pointed to the position. 

Mr. Atkinson agreed to accept on condition 
that a Rhodesian specialist agreed to assist 
him. 

Mr Porter assured Mr. Atkinson that his 
assistance would always be available. 

A letter was read from Mr. H. C. Dann, 
of the Royal Philatelic Society, in which, inter 
alia, he states that Messrs. Waterlows defi
nitely assured him that the head plates of 
Dies I. and II. of the Admiral issue had 
been destroyed by them. 

The head plate of this issue, kindly loaned 
by the National Museum, was exhibited at 
the meeting and inspected by members 
through a very powerful glass. 

There is no doubt that this is Die III., but 
nothing of further interest was elicited. 

Mr. D. H. Burn then exhibited an album 
page of the 1923 issue of S. Rhodesia all 
imperf. between pairs, in which were the 6d. 
(block of four), ls. 6d. and 2s. 6d. in hori
zontal pairs. 

The two latter items have never been seen 
before in Rhodesia, having been purchaEed by 
Mr. Burn from a dealer in England. Mr. 
Burn also exhibited very fine collections of St. 
Helena, Falkland Islands and Bechuanaland, 
the last named being particularly fine and 
almost complete. 

Mr. S. Neall won the "Free Raffle," Mr. 
L. Atkinson securing second prize. 

Mr. H. C. Dann, at his own request, was 
elected a member. The secretary was in
structed to notify Mr. Dann of his election and 
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to inform him that we were most honoured to 
have him on our membership roll. 

Two other new members were elected in the 
persons of Messrs. D. H. Burn and W. R. 
Cruickshank. 

The Society is going from strength to 
strength and is in every way in a most healthy 
condition. 

It will soon have to consider the question 
of another room with increased accommoda
tion for meetings, as we are almost crowded 
out now. 

P.W.P. 

ORANGE FREE STATE AND BASUTO
LAND PHILATELIC SOCIETY. 

President, F. Carter, Hon. Sec., F. J. Hun
dermark, 78 Murray Avenue, Bloemfontein. 
Meetings, 2nd Fridays, Oranje Koffieshuis, 
Bloemfontein, 8 p.m. 

The meeting called for December was not 
held, the required number of members to form 
a quorum not being present-obviously, the 
Christmas holidays must be blamed. January, 
too, was a closed month, as far as this Society 
was concerned. But what excuse can be of
fered for the February meeting, when only 
seven members ( 9ut of some 35 or so) put in 
an appearance. An interesting programme, too, 
had been prepared. 

However, considerable business was tran
sacted by ten p.m., which included the en
Tolment of one town and eight country mem
bers. An arrangement was come to with the 
Durban Philatelic Society regarding exchange 
of stamp booklets, and a few other small mat
ters of domestic moment were completed. 

The memory of our beloved King George V. 
was paid tribute to by members standing in 
silence for a few moments. 

The next meeting of the Society will be 
held on Friday, March 13, when it is hoped 
that the lucky figure will account for a bum
per meeting. 

F.J.H. 

PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF 
JOHANNESBURG. 

President, R. H. Morley; Hon. Secretary, J. 
G. Kupferman, Box 4967. Meetings, 2nd 
Tuesdays, Carlton Hotel, 7.45 p.m. 

The monthly meeting on the 11th February, 
1936, was a record one for the Society and 
the Assembly Room at the Carlton Hotel was 
too small to hold the forty-seven present in 
comfort. 

The Chairman referred to the passing of 
one of the greatest philatelists, King George 
V. of Great Britain. 

Amongst the visitors were Mr. Irvine of 
Bloemfontein, Mr. Dawson of East London and 
as the Chairman expressed it, our Globe 
Trotting member, Mr. Curle. 

The meeting dealt with nominations for 
membership from five citizens of Johannes
burg and elected two more members. This 
will bring the total membership of the Society 
to over 100 strong, a healthy indication of the 
interest taken by the Johannesburg philatelists 
in the forthcoming exhibition. 

The display for the evening was a collec
tion of the stamps of the Cape of Good Hope 
by Mr. G. J. Houbert. The members s~owed 
their interest in these early South Africans, 
and they were certainly shown to advantage 
by Mr. Houbert's careful ~nd sy~etrical 
mounting. Every stamp was m the fme con
dition that we associate with Mr. Houbert's 
collections. 

J.G.K. 

GET RID OF THOSE DUPLICA_'IES 
You probably have thousands of Cape,Transvaal and Union ld. red, besides other 

common South African stamps which will be of equally little value if you keep th8m 
for another fifty years. . 

I can make use of such bulk material-no quantity too small or too big-and am 
offering excellent exchange value. You can pick anything you like from my stock 
by way of exchange. Writ2 for particulars-post free. 

Only Southern African stamps accepted under this scheme. 

A. LICHTENSTEIN, B.P.A. 
Dept. Stamrp Exchange. 

P.O. Box 76, Rouxville, O.F.S. 
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• ~ 1 i New Issne Chronic e 
I Kindly supplied by Mr. R. Roberts I 
l ____ • ~~0- ~~r~:~, • ~:n_d~:·. • • • _ • • • 

AUSTRALIA.-S.G. type I., wmk. Crown C of 
A, printed in sheets of 120 (2 panes 60, 
side by side) with narrow white margin 
between. Perforated lU. 2s. maroon, £1 
grey. 

BRAZIL.-Railway Commemorative. Line en
graved on vertically laid paper, large trans
verse oblong 46~ x 2nmm. Large Arms 
wmk. extending over three and half stamps. 
1,000r. purple. 

CEYLON.-Pictorial, King's head in medal
lion at corners of stamps. Line engraved. 
6c. and 9c. printed by "BRADBURY WIL
KINSON & CO." Perf. lU. 20c. and 50c. 
printed by "THOMAS DE LA RUE & 
COMPANY." Former perf. lH x 13, latter 
perf. 14. 6c. blue and black (upright), 9c. 
dp. orange and myrtle grn. (upright), 20c. 
ultra. and blk. (upright), 50c. purple and 
blk. 

CHILE.-S.G. type 60, head recess printed, 
frame off-set. Wmk. S.G. type 68, pe!'f
orated 14. Unsurcharged. l0P. black and 
orange. 

ECUADOR-Engraved by American Note 
Co., S.G. type 143. 10c. black. 

•GERMANY.-Air Mail Commemorative of 10 
years Lufthansa, 1926-36, perf. 14. Photo
gravure printing with swastika wmk. 40pf. 
blue, aeroplane in clouds. 

·GREECE.-Overprinted "3 November 1935" 
and crown (blue overprint) 3dr./3dr. car
mine, zig-zag roulette, overprinted on S.G.D. 
64. Scarce. Posts and Telegraph Officials' 
Tuberculosis Fund, similar to the 1934 type, 
but lithographed on thinner paper. perf. 13. 
lOL. salmon and blue grn.; 20L. salmon 
and blue; 50L. salmon and green. Re-en
graved issues, printed in sheets of 50, no 
wmk. size of stamp 34~ x 24mm., printed 
from plates made by Messrs. De la Rue 
& Co., perforation 13 x 12½, same as Bar
bados 1925/32 which rather looks as if they 
are perforated by De la Rue also. l0dr. 
claret and blk. Temple of Thesius. Plate 
IB in both colours, claret under 2nd stamp, 
and black under 4th stamp. 25dr. green 
and blk. S.G. type 54. 

JUGO-SLA VIA. - Charity, photogravure, 
printing. Design: Woman and children on 
seat in snow-covered field. D150+1D. brown, 
perf. lH; D3.50+1D.50 brt. ultramarine, 
perf. 12~ x lH. 

LICHTENSTEIN.-New engraved set, printed 
on no watermarked ribbed paper. Pictorial 
designs. 15r. brt. orange; 30r. deep blue; 
35r. myrtle; 40r. sepia; lf.50 claret. Service 

overprinted "REGIERUNGS DIENST
SACHE" with crown in circle. 15r. over
printed in violet; 30r. overprinted in red; 
lf.50 overprinted in blue. 

MEXICO.-Commemorative. Line engraved 
portraits. Perf. 10~. Postage 10c. purple. 
Air 20c. orange vermillion. 40c. blue. 
Azteca design. 

NEW ZEALAND.-Pictorial S.G. 82, new 
die. The lines of shading in the sky are 
very much heavier and clearly defined. ld. 
carmine. 

NORWAY.-Charity. Portrait of Nansen. 
Perf. 13½. Wmk. posthorn. 10o.+10o. green; 
15+10o. red brown; 20+10o. scarlet; 30+ 
lOo. dp. ultramarine. 

PARAGUAY.-S.G. type 86, new colours, no 
wmk. perf. lU. 10c. pale dull blue; 20c. 
pink. Air, S.G. 127 P.33.75c. carmine. New 
value P.102 carmine. 

PHILIPPINE IS.-U.S. initial Air Flight 
stamps, overprinted in gold in four lines 
"P.I.U.S." / INITIAL FLIGHT / (aero
plane) / December, 1935. 10c. carmine; 
30c. orange vermilion. 

PORTUGAL.-1935 Geographical. Unicolour 
stamps printed in blue. Porte franco. Tudo 
Pela N acao design. 40c. purple brown. 

RUSSIA.-Commissars, large transverse ob
long, wmk. S.G. type 103, perf. 11. Various 
portraits in oval. 2K. violet; 4K. purple; 
40K. sepia. 

SOUTH-WEST AFRICA.-Voortrekker issue, 
S.G. type 18, 19, 20. Rotogravure printing 
in unbroken sheets of 120 (6 rows of 20) 
wmk. multiple Springbok head, sideways to 
the left, perforated 14. They are printed 
alternately Afrikaans and English, except 
the 2d. in which it is English first. Over
printed S.W.A. in block capitals, with 
stops. ld.+½d. grey black and pink; 2d.+ 
ld. grey green and purple; 3d. + Hd. grey 
green and blue. 

SPANISH GUINEA.-S.G. type 15, new per
foration 10, printed in sheets of 50. le. blue 
green; 2c. chocolate. 

SPANISH MOROCCO.-New pictorial de
signs. 25c. purple; 30c. scarlet; 40c. orange; 
50c. dp. blue; 60c. myrtle; 2P. maroon. 
Same stamps overprinted for "CABO 
JUBY." 25c. overprinted in red; 30c., 40c. 
overprinted in black; 50c., 60c. overprinted 
in red; 2P. overprinted in black. 

STRAITS SETTLEMENTS.-New typo-
graphed issue, King's head in centre medal
lion, palm trees each side. Script wmk. 
sheets of 100 (10 x 10) perf. 14. Sc. grey; 
30c. orange and violet; 40c. violet and 
carmine. 

MALAY STATES.-New Issue, typographed, 
sheets of 100 ( 10 x 10) script wmk. perf 14 
Pahang, full face portrait of Sultan; Perak 
profile of Sultan; Negri Sembilan, state em
blem; Selangor, Sultan's mosque. The 
same values for each of these states, viz., 
cents 1, 2, 4, 5, 8, 10, 12, 30 and 40. 
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ZANZIBAR-New currency, cents and shil
lings. Printed in sheets of 100 (10 x 10) 
script wmk. line machine perf. 14, line en
graved. Cents issue S.G. type 32 but new 
die. "CENTS" is in sans serif block let
ters instead of Roman and the correspond
ing Arabic inscription is slightly different. 
The figures of value are more squat and 
wider. There is a shading of white on 
either side of the Sultan's jaw. The tab
let containing the word "ZANZIBAR" is 
wider and the printed surface of the whole 
stamp is limm. wider. Shilling values S.G. 
type 30 except 10s. which is 31. Postage, 
5c. grn.; lOc. blk.; 15c. carmine; 20c. 
orange; 25c. purple/yel.; 30c. ultra.; 40c. 
brn.; 50c. claret grn.; 2s. grey purple; 5s. 
dull red; 7s. 50c. blue; lOs. yel. brown and 
green. P. Dues, Typographed, script wmk. 
sheets of 100 (10 x 10 perf. 14, no plate 
numbers. 5c. purple; 10c. red; 20c. grn.; 
30c. brn.; 40c. ultra.; ls. grey. 

ORANGE RIVER COLONY. 

The Philatelic Journal of Great Britain il
lustrates in the November number a variety of 
the 1902 overprint on Cape Colony, in which 
the GE of ORANGE, and the final letters 
of RIVER and COLONY are missing. An
other specimen was found among a lot of un
sorted stamps almost exactly like it. That it 
is not a case of letters dropping out of the 
forme is shewn by the fact that the E of 
RIVER and the N of COLONY are defective, 
and look as though they had been cut with 
a knife, and there is visible, to the right, a 
trace of the left-hand side of the E. A single 
specimen might be explained by some foreign 
matter coming between the type and the stamp, 
but the finding of a second specimen makes 
this solution unlikely. On the other hand, the 
clipping of the letters is not exactly the same 
in both specimens, so the mystery deepens. 

"THE ABBOT." 
The Editor has much pleasure in introduc

ing a new oversea contributor this month in 
William W. Forsyth, Esq., F.R.S.P.L. 

Mr. Forsyth is an ardent collector and 
student of certain of the Wes., fodian Islands 
and of several of the East and West African 
colonies, and one or two of these rank among 
the best in Great Britain. 

His collection of St. Christopher was 
awarded a Bronze Medal at Vienna (1933); 
that of St. Lucia a Silver Gilt medal at Ham
burg (1931) and a Bronze Medal at Vienna 
( 1933) ; whilst that of St. Vincent gained 
Gold Medals at Antwerp (1929), and Berlin 
(1930), and a Silver Plaque-Class of Honour 
at Vienna (1933). 

To see some of these collections in his own 
beautiful library at Abbotscroft, N. Berwick 
-a privilege I enjoyed during my recent visit 
to Scotland-is a never-to-be-forgotten treat. 
It is hoped that some of Mr. Forsyth's 
treasures will be on view in Johannesburg at 
the Exhibition in November. 

In the meantime he has been good enough 
to send us notes on three of his West Indian 
collections. These have been read frcm time 
to time on the occasion of his exhibiting the 
particular collection before one or other of the 
Philatelic Societies in Scotland. This month 
we publish his notes on St. Christopher. 

UNION XMAS SEAL PASSED AS 
POSTAGE STAMP. 

At the February meeting of the Philatelic 
Society of Johannesburg, Mr. Redford showed 
a letter he had received, the cover bearing 
only a ld. Xmas seal. It had escaped the 
vigilant eye of the post office and had been 
passed without comment or surcharge. The. 
letter was posted in Capetown and rumour 
had it that it came from a Scottish member 
of the Capetown Philatelic Society, but we 
think the statement is libellous so mention no 
names. 

TO ACTIVE COLLECTORS 

£25,000 We are making up a series of 
Approval Books of single 
stamps, used and unused, cover-

ing every country. 

AT 50 TO 750/0 
DISCOUNT. 

Prices are subject to 50 to 75 per cent. discount, according to amount of purchase. They will tota.1 
to £25,000 or morf' .. A mixture of countries, or any separate country can be sent. This is a grand 
chance for general collectors to improve their collections. Send fo:r a trial selection. References please. 

THIS MONTH'S BARGAIN:-
BARBADOS: Kingston Relief Fund, ld. mint, Cat. 3s. 6d. Our Price, ls. 3d. Block 

of four for 4s. 9d. 

BRIGHT & SON, 167 STRAND, LONDON, W.C.2 
(FRANK H. OLIVER). Established over 50 years. 
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EASTER AT JOHANNESBURG. 
RAILWAY EXCURSIONS. 

For most of us the space between the 
Christmas and Easter holidays is all too long. 
Perhaps that is why Easter is anticipated so 
eagerly and weeks ahead we plan what we will 
do with those precious days. 

Holidays usually mean festivity, a time to 
be in the swing of things, a time for gaiety, 
.and where could one's appetite for gaiety 
better be satisfied than in Johannesburg? 
After the summer rains there is an invigorat
ing freshness in the air and the autumn days 
see the city at its best. 

Johannesburg will present great changes· 
even to those who have visited it recently. 
Imposing new buildings are springing up 
everywhere, and the shops, displaying in their 
windows the latest trend in overseas fashions, 
express in their design the very essence of 
modernity. On Sunday mornings at certain of 
.the mine compounds one can catch a glimpse 
of the native in all the glory of a war dance, 
or, if one has never done this before, a visit 
to one of the gold mines where the most up
to-date methods of mining are in operation 
will prove of absorbing interest. For those 
who would spend hours out of doors there are 
delightful open-air swimming baths, tennis 
courts and fine golf courses. 

The clear bright days are ideal for flying-, 
and those who can, should include a flight 
•over Johannesburg and the Reef in their 
itinerary, while the racing enthusiast will 
want to attend the Johannesburg Autumn 
Handicap Meeting at Turffontein. 

The greatest attraction is, of course, the 
Witwatersrand Annual Agricultural Show. 
This show has year by year become a more 
important event and this April the programme 
will be exceptionally entertaining. 

There will be special railway excursions 
operating throughout the Union from 3rd to 
13th April, and those who prefer to measure 

------ _, 

their journeys in minutes rather than in hours 
should remember that Johannesburg is linked 
with all the more important towns by airway 
routes. 

Correspondence 

Sir, 
The East London Philatelic Society and Mr. 

Kent have made suggestions through your 
columns for the issue of a stamp or stamps 
commemorative of the Johannesburg Exhi
bition to be staged towards the end of this 
year. 

Your editorial of the December edition of 
The South African Philatelist dealt with the 
pros and cons of commemorative stamps. 

I would suggest, in lieu of commemorative 
stamps, that measures be taken for the pre
paration of an entirely new· set of definitive 
stamps for the Union, to be ready for issue 
by the time of the opening of the Johannes
burg Exhibition, as follows:-
~d. Design: Transvaal Mining Headgear 

scene. 
ld. Design: Kruger National Park scene. 
Hd. Design: Aeroplane, and Union Express 

Train. 
2d. Design: Native Kraal scene. 
3d. Design: Cattle and Sheep Farming scene. 
4d. Design: Mule Team--Harvesting scene. 
6d. Design : Ox Wagon laden a pp roaching 

Grain Elevator. 
ls. Design: Industrial scene-Factorial. 
2s. 6d. Design: Orchard scene--Fruit Farm

ing. 
5s. Design: Design embracing effigy of H.M. 

King Edward VIII. 
The Government Printer has recently shown 

what can be done in his ateliers anent stamp 
printing, viz., ~+§ Voortrekkers. Let us have 
something that will advertise South Africa in 
the philatelic world, instead of the antiquated 
designs on stamps as we have at present. 

Yours faithfully, 
A. H. SYDOW. 
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By courtesy of MR. FRANK ,GODDEN. 
(Concluded from p. 39 of March issue) 
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(Exterior of P.O. at night. Man waiting, 
Policeman approaches.) 

Man: "Can you tell me the time, please? 
Policeman: "It's just 12 o'clock." 
Man: 'Thank you." 
Policeman: "The Post Office is closed for 

the night, sir, What's the matter?" 
Man: "You see, it's the first of May to-day 

and I want to be the first person to buy one of 
the new Government labels." 

(Calendar indicating May 6th. P.C. Counter 
Clerk opening doors and letting in crov~'.i of 
people. Man approaching counter.) 

Man: "I want one of the new postage labels 
for this letter, please. Where do I put it?" 

Clerk: "You stick it on the top right-hand 
corner of th_e letter." 

Man: "It won't stick." 
Clerk: "You must moisten the back of it, 

sir." 
Man: "How?" 
Clerk: "You could moisten it with the 

tongue, sir." 
2nd Man: "I wish to pay the postage on 

this letter." 
Clerk: "Then you must buy a stamp, sir." 
2nd Mara: "Will you moisten it for me? I 

have an apprehension of poisoning." 
Clerk: "We are instructed that the public 

are to affix the stamps themselves, sir." 
1st Man: "Allow me to put it on for you, 

sir. I have experience." 
Woman: "May I see one? And what are 

these?" 
Clerk: "These are the printed covers, 

madam, which include postage." 
Woman: "What an extraordinary picture; 

one could hardly send that to one's friends, 
could one? Have you any black stamps?" 

Clerk: "We have also blue stamps, madam, 
but they are twopence." 

Woman: "I think I prefer tbe blue. Give 
me one twopenny blue stamp, and I can cut 
it in half and use half for this letter and 
the other half will keep for another day." 

3rd Man: "Is this idea of using stamps 
permanent?" 

Clerk: ""\Vhy, yes, sir." 
3rd Man: "You're quite sure?" 
Clerk: "Yes, sir." 

3rd Man: "If I should buy some stamps,. 
and their use should be abandoned, would the 
Post Office buy them back from me?" 

Clerk: "I assure you, sir, you need have 
no fear; the stamps are quite established." 

3rd M.an: "You are quite sure?" 
Clerk: "Certainly, sir." 
3rd Man: "Then give me three penny 

stamps." 
Commentator: "The new postal system had 

wide effects. Thousands of grown-up people 
learn to write." 

Business Man: "And this increase in the 
business of the company during the last year, 
is in my opinion largely due to the reform of 
the postal system." 

Old Man: "I know nothing of the benefits 
which this plan may have brought to trade, 
but I do know that I shall never cut a hole 
in my front door to have commercial waste 
paper shot into my hall." 

Commenf'ator: "In spite of objections from 
a few of the more conservative, the new postal 
system became firmly established. To receive 
a letter was no longer a rare event: every
one in the country could expect the postman 
to call." 

After Great Britain, Brazil was the next 
country to issue postage stamps. 

Within a few years stamps were in use in 
nearly all countries. Young ladies thought it 
fashionable to decorate their rooms with 
stamps. 

Schoolboys were the first serious collectors. 
Stamp collecting was soon raised to a higher 

dignity. Men made elaborate and systematic 
collections. 

Rare stamps began to fetch high prices. 
An American collector paid over £7,000 for 

this British Guiana stamp. 
The finest collection in the world of the 

stamps of Great Britain and the British Em
pire has been built up by His Majesty King 
George V. 

This early Mauritius issue was printed one 
stamp at a time from a single plate. 

Canada's first stamp. 
New Brunswick celebrates her first railway. 
The emblem of the Swan originates from 

the days of the Swan River settlement of the 
eighteenth century. 

Three successive reigns are symbolised in 
these stamps, which carry the portraits of the 
monarchy to the ends of the earth. 

Of all the social reforms which occurred 
during the nineteenth century, few have af
fected the lives of the people more intimately 
than the reform of the post which was made· 
possible by Rowland Hill. 
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------------~ 
Union Jubilee ! 

Prin tin3s 1• 

BY G.N. GILBERT. ,. - ---___________ i 

I was interested to read Dr. Kaplan's 
article in the January number of the S.A. 
Philatelist dealing with the Union Jubilees, 
but I am sorry to see he has given us no 
cogent reasons for his arrangement of the 
printings. 

His arrangement certainly differs from 
mine, and he appears to have been guided 
mostly by the chronological order of appear
ance-as he saw it. This, I venture to sug
gest is apt to be very misleading. 

For instance, the only ld. printing avail
able at niy local P.O. on May the 1st was 
the one I have classified A 2., viz. the print
ing with the short scratch on SUID-AFRIKA 
(15-1). Sometime quite early in June we had 
the C printing, but this was on sale here for 
weeks and not days as Dr. Kaplan states. 
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I may say that I have almost completed a 
reconstruction of the ld. sheets from used 
stamps of the A and B printings and another 
from used stamps of the last printing, and 
I find postmarks of Fauresmith, June 5th, 
Bloemfontein. June 7th, and Port Elizabeth, 
June 3rd. This I think definitely disproves 
Dr. Kaphm's statement that this printing only 
had a few days' life. 

I do not think there is any doubt that con
siderable stocks of all the denominations were 
printed off some· time before the actual date 
of issue, and stocked, to be issued later all 
over the country just before the beginning 
of May. It is therefore more than probable 
that some of the flaws developed during the 
printing, and some post offices had sheets 
with certain flaws and others without them. 

I do not ref er of course to the various 
constant flaws but to the development of the 
differences which have lead to the classifi
cation of the sequeµce of printing in my chart. 
I also still think that there were actually only 
three different printings, viz., the A series, 
the B series and the C series. 

Thanks to Mr. A. Lichtenstein of Rouxville, 
who has kindly sent me material proving that 
there was no sign of the scratch on 15-1 on 
the first sheets of the A printing, I have 
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been able to complete the apparent sequence 
of printing as shown in the accompanying 
chart. 

Incidentally Mr. Lichtenstein's block had 
the date 5/5/35 so it was obviously from one 
of the first issued sheets. This itself is not 
incontrovertible proof that this came from 
one of the first printed sheets, but taken with 
the other evidence, it does carry weight. My 
criticism of Dr. Kaplan's order of printing 
is that it has no sequence or reason. An ex
amination of my chart on the other hand•does, 
I think, show a definite development of the 
flaws, and appears to me to be the more 
probable sequence. 

First we have the A 1 sheets with the clear 
cut cleft skull, no signs of the long 1910, no 
spot on S on 18-1, and no scratch whatever 
on 15-1 or 16-1. The spot on the neck in 
17--1 and the dot under the IL of JUBILEE 
on 18-2 are present. Messrs. Kirschner ani 
de Beer of Boshof have just sent me material 
showing that the long 1 in 1910, on 13-1 and 
the spot in the S of SUID on 18-1 start 
during the later part of the A printings of 
the ld. value. The spot in S is smudged in 
this early phase. 

The next sheets are as above but with a 
short scratch showing on 15-1 from the top 
of D-Afr. These I call A 2 sheets (not il
lustrated). 

Thert sheets again as A 1 but with the 
scratch on 15-1 extended now into the left
hand value tablet. The scratch is also thicker 
now in the centre and under a glass gives the 
impression of two fine parallel lines close to
gether. These are A 3 sheets. All three of 
these phases appear to be from the same ac
tual printing, or rather the same state of the 
plates, i.e., the plates have not been cleaned 
or repolished, and the scratch has developed 
during the printing. 

Next comes a change, as the cleft skull has 
a "halo" effect round it looking as if the 
plate has had some treatment. The first of 
this series, viz., B 1 sheets have the above 
"halo" the long 1910 on 13-1, and the spot 
on S on 18-1. The scratch on 15-1 is the 
same as in the A 3 sheets, and there is no 
scratch on 16-1. 

Then comes B 2 sheets with everything the 
same as in the B 1 sheets but with a double 
scratch appearing now on 16-1. 

After this we get what appears to be an
other printing. The plates have evidently 
been treated as the cleft skull is much fainter 
a~d the gash in ear on 16-1 also. The pre~ 
v1ous constant headplate flaws disappear, 
such as the spot in neck, 17-1, and the dot 
under IL in JUBILEE on 18-2, etc. There is 
no long 1910, and no spot on S on 18-1. 

What I call C 1 sheets have the scratch 
on 15-1 now double, i.e., another definite 
branch of the scratch going across IKA, and 
the double scratch on 16-1. Now however 
there is just the barest sign of a scratch on 
the top of AFRIC on 16-2, and on D-AFRI 
on 16-3. In the C 2 sheets these scratches 
on 16-2 and 16-3 are clear and definite and 
on 16-2 the scratch extends through the right 
corner into the edge of the margin. The cleft 
skull on :::..4-2 is also much fainter in these 
sheets. 

For the purposes of my arguments I have 
taken only the block of stamps Nos. 1-3, and 
rows 13-18, as these have the largest col
lection of flaws and are easier to illustrate. 
I may add that my chart is drawn up en
tirely from blocks in my possession or actually 
lent to me. 

I trust that Dr. Kaplan will accept my 
criticism of his article in the spirit in which 
it is meant, and that the publication of his 
views and my own will lead to constructive 
criticism from others. We may then get to 
the truth, which after all is all that matters. 

TO ACTIVE COLLECTORS 

£25;000 AT 50 TO 750/0 
DISCOUNT. I 

We are making up a series of 
Approval Books of single 
stamps_, used and unused, cover-

------------- mg every country. ___________ _ 

Prices are subject to 50 to 75 per cent. discount, according to amount of purchase. They will total 
to £25,000 or more. .A mixture of countries, or any separate country can be sent. This is a grand 
chance for general collectors to improve their collections. Send for a trial selection. References please. 

THIS MONTH'S BARGAIN :-
TURKS & CAICOS. 1900, Ship 2d., 6d. 1/- mint. Cat. 10/-. Our Price 2/6 the set. 

Blocks of Four, 9/6. 

BRIGHT & SON .. 167 STRAND .. LONDON .. W.C.2 
(FRANK H. OLIVER). Established over 50 years. 
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Cfhe Air Mail History 
of N yasaland 

By L. A. WYNDHAM. 

(Concluded from p. 37 of March issue) 

~11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111,~ 

RHODESIAN AND NY ASALAND AIR
WAYS. 

The distance between Blantyre and Salis
bury as the crow ( and the aeroplane) flies 
is just over 300 miles. The two towns are 
linked by a railway of 720 miles, the journey 
between the two capitals occupying as many 
days by train as hours by aeroplane. A 
"feeder" air service was therefore greatly 
needed. 

Conflicting interests had to be overcome 
and at last Rhodesian and Nyasaland Air
ways, Ltd. ("Rana"), was formed, composed 
of Imperial Airways9 the old Rhodesian Avi
ation Company and the Rhodesian Railways. 
The new company acquired the interests of 
Christowitz Air Services (Nyasaland), Ltd. 
A multi-engined Westland Wessex machine 
which at one time belonged to the Prince of 
Wales was purchased and the company stcured 
the contract for the Nyasaland air rnail 
"feeder" service. 

On the 8th March, 1934, a new era in the 
postal communications of the one-time Cin
derella of the British possessions was heralded 
when the Westland Wessex piloted by Capt. M. 
H. Phillip (an Impe:rial Airways pilot loaned 
to the new company) left Chileka Aerodrome 
on the inaugural flight of the Blantyre
Salisbury service, returning the next day. 

The first air mail from Nyasaland weighed 
55~ lbs. and consisted of 3,639 items. The bag 
made up on Salisbury weighed 26! lbs. net 
and contained 1,838 letters. Of this total, 
595 were for Salisbury and other places in 
Southern Rhodesia; 626 for South Africa and 
South West Africa; 80 for Northern Rho
desia; 29 for the Belgian Congo; 301 for 
other African countries; 84 for Southern 
European countries and 123 for India and 
~sia. In addition there were 3 parcels weigh
mg 4 lbs. 11 ozs. The two bags made up direct 
on London \veighed 28 lbs. 14½ oz. net and 
contained 1,720 letters for the United King
dom, 34 for Europe and 47 for the United 
States and_ Canada. Total despatch 3,639 let
ters of wluch 192 were registered. 

The mail received at Blantyre was two closed 
bags _f:r:om London, gross weight 5 lbs. 2 oz., 
contammg 131 letters. ( This mail was the or
dinary weekly commercial despatch from Eng
la1:d) and two bags from Salishury, gross 
weight 22 lbs. 6 oz., containing 1,353 letters, 

mostly from Southern Rhodesia and South 
Africa, and in addition there were 3 pai-cels 
weighing 1 lb. 3oz. 

Special souvenir envelopes in blue and gold 
were issued by the Salisbury office of "Rana," 
depicting an air liner in the bottom left cor
ner above the inscription "Souvenir of the 
First Official air mail from Salisbury, S. Rho
desia to Nyasaland, on Friday, 9th March, 
1934." An unofficial souvenir envelope show
ing the leopard and rising sun design and 
without any inscription was issued by the 
Blantyre Printing and Publishing Co. and 
these envelopes were used by the Nyasaland 
Postal Administration when complying with 
the requests of collectors for the despatch of 
covers. 

Special commemorative cachets were applied 
to the mail despatched from Blantyre aud 
Salisbury. The Nyasaland cachet was worded 
"First Flight. Regular Air Mail Service. 
Nyasaland-Southern Rhodesia" in three lines. 
The mail handled at Salisbury including 
transit mail, received in violet the "First Of
ficial Air Mail" cachet used on the opening of 
the regular service between England and 
South Africa and in addition an impression in 
black reading "S. Rhodesia-Nyasaland.'' 

A good deal of the mail despatched from 
Blantyre bears an error in the time of the 
postmark, viz., 8 Mar. 33 6PM instead of 
u6AM." Some covers bear the correct time. 
In this connection the paradoxical situation 
arises that the covers bearing the correct 
postmark are very much scarcer ti1an covets 
with the "error." 

The Blantyre-Salisbury service has to op
erate over Portuguese territory and this fa.ct 
gave rise to certain political difficulties with 
which it is not necessary to deal except to say 
that the service had to be suspended for about 
a month shortly after it had been inaugurated. 

Shortly after Imperial Airways commenced 
their "duplicate" service from London to Jo
hannesburg the "Rana" service was also du
plicated. 

BLANTYRE-BEIRA EXTENSION. 

~n 1935. the Manica Trading Company of 
Beira obtamed the concession from the Mozam
bique Company for carrying mails by air be
tween Beira and Salisbury and Beira and 
Blantyre and entered into an agreement with 
the Rhodesian and Nyasaland Airways, Ltd. 
for the operation of these services on its be
half. 

The Blantyre-Beira service was to be an 
exte~sion of the existing Salisbury-Blantyre 
service, thu_s providi1.1g Beira with a bi-weekly 
feeder ~ervice to Salisbury, one direct and the 
other via Blantyre. 

Special souvenir envelopes in blue and O'old 
were issued by the operating company to c~m
memorate the establishment of both these ser-
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vices. The envelopes depict an air liner in 
flight and those for the Blantyre-Beira ser
vice were inscribed "Rhodesian and Nyasaland 
Airways, Ltd." and "Souvenir of First Official 
Air Mail between Blantyre ( N yasaland) and 
Beira ( Portuguese East Africa) and Beira 
and Blantyre." The printed air mail etiquette 
is worded "By Air Mail" and the Portuguese 
equivalent "Por A viao." This is strictly a 
contravention of the International postal regu
lations which require "Par A vion" with or 
without its equivalent in English or any other 
language. Unofficial envelopes depicting the 
leopard and rising sun design were again 
issued by the Blantyre Publishing Company 
and used by the Post Office to fulfill the re
quests of collectors for covers by the inaugural 
flight. 

The first flight from Blantyre to Beira took 
place on Monday 5th August, 1935, the return 
flight being made the following day. Mr. M. 
H. Pearce was the pilot of the Westland \tVes
sex machine which inaugurated the service. 

A special commemorative cachet was app1ied 
to the mail from Nyasaland, similar in de
sign to that used for commemorating the 
opening of the Nyasaland-Southern Rhodesia 
service in March, 1934, and worded "First 
Flight. ·Regular Air Mail Service. Nyasaland.
Mozambique." No special cachet was used at 
Beira. 

The mail from Blantyre to Heim comprised 
907 items and that from Beira to Blantyre 
517 items. 

BELGIUM. 

A rather curious variety occurs on the 
Queen Astrid Mourning stamps, 70c.+5c. 
black. The sheet is composed of two panes 
of fifty and on the upper pane of fifty, the 
fifth stamp in the third row shows a distinct 
kiss curl on the forehead of Queen Astrid. 

Whitfield King and Co.'s "Bulletin." 

----:0:----

Congratulations to Mr. J. H. Curle, one of 
South Africa's "Roll of Distinguished Phil
atelists" on his recent promotion to Fellow
ship of the Royal Philatelic Society. This was 
a case of real promotion, not mere elevation 
through lapse of time and being at the top of 
the list of members. 

----:0:----
The Air Mail Society is to be congratulated 

on its position at the end of its first year 
of existence. A membership of over two hun
dred, an expert committee in full swing, an 
Exchange Packet service and a library is not 
a bad record for a new society and it augurs 
well for the future of air mail collecting. 

----:0:----
F'.J.P.P. Mr. H. L. Lindquist, the genial 

Editor of our New York contemporary 
Stamps, has been elected President for 1936 
of the International Federation of the Phila
telic Press. There will be a meeting of the 
Federation during the period of the New York 
Exhibition in May. 

RARE BRITISH COLONIALS 
are my speciality 

The ideal method of collecting is to have one of my 

approval selections of rare British Colonials beside 
your own collection. 

SELECTIONS SENT ON APPROVAL 
TO ANY PART OF THE WORLD. 

The cheapest dealer in the World for British Colonial 
Rarities is: 

T. ALLEN 
5, BLAKE HALL ROAD 

LONDON, E.11 
WANSTEAD, 

ENGLAND. 
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The Stamps of the Commonwealth of Aus
tralia. By A. A. Rosenblum. 4th Ed., 1936. 
Price 3s. 6d. Orlo-Smith and Co., Mel
bourne. 
This fourth edition of the Handbook of the 

stamps of the Commonwealth is more properly 
described in its sub-title as "An Addendum, 
Corrigendum, and Supplement to the third 
edition of 1928." 

For the student of Australian stamps it is 
therefore not in itself quite enough, except 
as regards stamps issued since 1928. 

Forty pages are entirely taken up with is
sues since that date \Cvhilst fifty-four deal with 
earlier issues, but here it is only a matter of 
correcting or of adding to information given 
in the previous edition. 

The descriptions are remarkably detailed 
and the serious collector of Commonwealth 
stamps simply cannot do without this volume. 

Jamaica. Pre-Stamp Covers, 1760-1860. By L. 
C. C. Nicholson. Price ls. 6d. Frank God
den, Ltd., London. 
Collectors of most countries nowadays ex

tend their interests backwards to the pre-stamp 
period and the West Indies, of which Jamaica 
is the most important, furnish particularly 
interesting pre-stamp covers as they tell the 
history of communications between the island 
and the mother country over a period of one 
hundred years, during much of which they 
were at war with France, Spain or America, 
and mails, like the ships which carried them, 
had many vicissitudes. 

This most interesting booklet by Mr. L. C. 
C. Nicholson, F.R.P.S.L., is a republication of 
articles which appeared originally 1n Godden's 
Gazette but these have been amplified and 
added to considerably so that there is now 
available a very full description of the postal 
arrangements between Jamaica and Great 
Britain during the century prior to 1860. It 
is well illustrated by photographs and line 
drawings. 

De Nederlandse Filatelist with its first 
issue for this year includes within its covers 
a "Revue Internationale Aerophilatelique." 

The first number has articles in German, 
Hollands, and French, and there is also a first 
supplement to the 3rd Edition of the Cata
logue Internationale de la Foste Aerienne. 

The review looks as if it would be most 
useful to Air Mail and Air Post collectors. 

Messrs. Whitfield King & Co. have issued 
a ~ew e?ition (No. 6, March, 1936) of their 
Price List of :4-fr. Mail Stamps. This is up
to-date and will m future be revised as oc
casion requires and will be sent to all sub
scribers to their "Philatelic Bulletin." 

"PERKINS BACON" ARE NO MORE. 

After being in existence for one hundred 
an? ~even~een years the fine old philatelic 
:prmtmg firm of _Perkins, Bacon and Co., Ltd., 
is no more. Their name, of course will never 
die out in philately, it being asso~iated with 
so many. issues of stamps, British, colonial 
and fore1gn, from the original penny black 
onwards. 

Messrs. Charles and Harry Nissen and Mr. 
T. _Allen h~ve purchased outright all the phila
teh? r~mai!ls. of the ~inn. This includes many 
art~sts origmal designs, proofs and essays, 
be~ides _ref ~rence books with numerous data of 
philatelic importance regarding the issue of 
stamps. Most of the latter have been pre
sent~d to the_ Royal Philatelic Society so that 
the mformahon will be accessible to all col
lectors. Along with these record books have 
gone a_ few special plates and dies; all others 
b~longmg to the firm are, by arrangement 
with the purchasers to be either defaced or 
destroyed. 

New Zealand. In the current issue of New 
Zealand all values were originally printed by 
the dry process on a rotary press The 1 :1-d 21-d ., . 2 ., 

2 •• , and 0s. values have recently appeared 
prmted b:y the wet process and probably the 
change :W~ll be extended to all denominations. 
The origmal printings had white gum and 
the back of the stamps showed an embossed 
~ffect o! th~ front design. In the new print
mgs this effect is not seen and the gum is 
brown. A new paper watermarked all over 
"N.Z. Star" is expected to come into use this 
month for all values. 

Union and S. W.A. "Jubilees." The "Seer of 
the Strand" advises holders of these as in
vestme~ts to realise at present market prices. 
The gomg a~ prese~t is distinctly good and, 
though . co!lceivably it might go even a little 
better, it is much more likely to go the other 
way. Verb sap., or, alternatively, don't get 
left to nurse the baby. 

A UST RA LIAN COMPLETE SETS 
all fine used. 

Sturt, 2d. and 3d. 
Victorian Centenary:. 2a:, 

0

3d .. ·an°d. ii- ·:. 
John MacArthur Centenary, 2d., 3d. & 9d. 
Anzac commemoration, 2d. .and 1/- . . . . 
Jubilee, complete, 2d., 3d. and 2/- . . . . 
N. Zealand, five different health issues 

S. ZELENKO, 
CROYDON, VICTORIA, AUSTRALIA. 

5d. 
1/6 
1/6 
1/-
3/4 
1/6 
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JOHANNESBURG 

INTERNATIONAL PHILATELIC 
EXHIBITION 
in conjunction with the 

BRITISH EMPIRE EXHIBITION 

SOUTH AFRICA-1936 
November 2 to 14, 1936 

Under the auspices of the 

PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF JOHANNESBURG 

SECTION 1. 
Exhibits " By Invitation " only. 

Many of the world's best collections 

will be represented. 

SECTION 2. 
Competitive. " Africa South of the 
Equator." If you have any sort of 

\ a collection of Southern African 
Stamps, whether it be of Honour, 

Patron-in-Chief. 
H.E. The Governor-General, The 

Rt. Hon. The Earl of Clarendon, 
P.C., G.C.M.G. 

Patrons. 
The Prime Minister, General The 

Hon J. B. M. Hertzog. 
The Minister of Posts and Tele

graphs, Senator The Hon. C. F. 
Clarkson. 

Research, Specialized, or Ordinary 

grade, there will be an opportunity 
for it to compete. Start getting it 

in order now. 

Programmes and Entry Forms may 
be obtained from : 

The Hon. Secretary, 
Exhibition Committee, 

P.O. Box 4967, 
JOHANNESBURG. 

The Administrator of the Trans
vaal, The Hon. S. P. Bekker. 

His Worship The Mayor of Johan
nesburg, Maldwyn Edmund, Esq. 

The Postmaster-General, H. J. 
Lenton, Esq. 

The President of the Transvaal 
Chamber of Mines, W. A. 
Mackenzie, Esq. 

Make your arrangements now to spend your annual holiday in Johannesburg in 

November next and see the finest collection of stamps ever brought together in 

South Africa. Probably the greatest ever shown in the Southern Hemisphere. 

57 

 Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022 



58 THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST April, 1936. 

Index of Contemporary Articles 

Most of the papers indexed are available 
for readers to borrow, but will they please 
send stamps to cover postage of anything 
they desire to have on loan? 

LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS. 
American Philatelist . . . . . . . . . . . . A.P. 
Air Post Journal . . . . . . . . . . . . A.P.J. 
Australian Stamp Journal . . . . . . . . A.S.J. 
Australian Stamp Monthly . . . . . . A.S.M. 
British Philatelist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . B.P. 
Collectors' Club Philatelist . . . . . . . . C.C.P. 
Exchangiste Universel (L') . . . . . . . . E.U. 
Gibbons' Stamp Monthly . . . . . . . . G.S.M. 
Godden's Gazette . . . . . . . . . . . . . . G.G. 
Linn's Weekly Stamp News . . . . . . . . L.W. 
London Philatelist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . L.P. 
Mekeel's Weekly Stamip News . . . . . . M.W. 
Philatelist (Rotte.rdam) . . . . . . . . . . Ph. 
Philatelic Journal of Great Britain P.J.G.B. 
Philateliste Belge . . . . . . . . . . . . . . P.B. 
Philatelic Magazine . . . . . . . . . . Ph.M. 
Postmarke (Die) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . P.M. 
Postwertzeichen (Das) . . . . . . . . . . Pw. 
Record of Philately . . . . . . . . . . . . . . R.P. 
Revue Postale (La) . . . . . . . . . . . . Rev.P. 
Scott's Monthly Journal . . . . . . . . S.M.J. 
Sieger-Post . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . S.P. 
Stamps (New York) . . . . . . . . . . . . S. 
Stamps and Cover Collecting . . . . . . S.C.C. 
Stamp Collecting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . S.C. 
Stamp Collectors' Fortnightly S.C.F. 
St-amp Lover . . . . . . . . . . . . S.L. 
Stamp Maga.zine S.M. 

AUSTRALIA.-First flights to and from 
Wynyard, Tasmania, A.S.J. Feb. 

AUSTRIA.-Die Ende der oesterreichischen 
Post in der Donaufiirstenttimern ( 1869-
79), P.M. Jan. 31 and February 28. Die 
erste Ausgabe von Oesterreich und Lombar
dei-Venetien (contd.), P.M. 29 Feb. 

AZORES.-Commemorative stamps (contd.), 
S.C. 15 Feb. 

BAHAMAS.-Commemorative stamps, S.C. 
Feb. 15. 

BARBADOS.-Commemorative stamps, S.C. 
Feb. 22. 

BA V ARIA.-Commemorative stamps, S.C. 
Feb. 29. 

BELGIUM.-Le 10 centimes brun de 
l'emission du ler juillet 1849 (contd.), Rev. 
P. Feb. Commemorative stamps (contd.), 
S.C. Feb. 29. 

CAPE OF GOOD HOPE.-Woodblocks. Notes 
on the collection of Mr. R. F. A. Riesco, 
G.G. Feb. 

CHINA.-Forgeries of Republican stamps of 
China, G.G. Jan. 

CONFEDERATE STATES.- Postmasters' 
Provisional stamps (contd.), S. Feb. 15. 

CZECHO-SLOV AKIA.-Die Postmarken der 
Tschechoslowakie, P.M. Jan. 31 and Feb. 29. 

EGYPT.-British Military postal franks, with 
tentative pricing, S.C. Feb. 15. 

ESTONIA.-The stamps of Estonia, G.S.M. 
Feb. 

FINLAND.-The semi-postal stamps of Firi.
land, S.M.J. Feb. 

GABOON.-Les timbres du Gabon (1862-
1936), E.U. Feb. 1. 

GERMANY.-Die Auftragsnummeren auf den 
Marken des Deutches Reiches (contd.), 
P.M. Feb. 29. Die Rosettenmuster- Aus
gaben von Deutschland, S.P. Feb. Die 
deutsche Heerespost an den W estfront 
(contd.), P.M. Feb. 15. Zeppelinfahrten 
1935, P.M. Feb. 15. Sonderpostanstalten 
im J ahre 1935, P.M. Feb. 29. 

GREAT BRITAIN.--Early British Essays, 
G.G. Dec. British Railway 1etter stamps 
(contd.), S.C. Feb. 15. One Penny black. 
Plate lB, The Hybrid, B.P. Dec. Die Har
rison-Photograviiren 1934/35, P.M. Feb. 29. 

HONG-KONG.-Notes on China and Hong
Kong Combination covers, G.G. Dec. 

ITALY.-Italian Sea posts, A.P. Feb. 
J AMAICA.-Md. green K.G. "Bow" variety, 

G.G. Dec. and Feb. 
JUGO-SLA VIA.-The Yugo-Slavia "Chain

breakers," S.M. Feb. 
LAGOS.-The Posts and Postage stamps of 

Lagos (contd.) , S. C. Feb. 22. 
NEW SOUTH WALES.-"Sydney Views" and 

Views of Sydney, A.S.J. Feb. 
NIGERIA.-New stamps from Nigeria, S.C. 

Feb. 15. 
NORW A Y.-N orway's commemorative postal 

paper 1914-34, S. Feb. 8. 
P APU A.-The small "Papua" overprints, 

A.S.J. Jan. 
PERSIA.-1902. The provisional issue for 

Meched, G.G. Nov. 
PHILIPPINE IS.-Philippijnse Luchtpost. 

De Ned. Filatel, Jan. 
POLAND.-Quelques pages d'histoire. La 

Republique polonaise. Champion's Bull. 
mensuel, Feb. 

ROUMANIA.-Beitrage zur Geschichte der 
rumanischen Post und deren Postwert
zeichen mit besonderen Beriicksichtigung der 
Poststempel (contd.), P.M. Feb. 15. 

SARAWAK.-The stamps and post offices of 
Sarawak (contd.), S.L. Feb. 

SIAM.-Some rare proofs, G.G. Feb. 
SOUTH AFRICA.-"Shuttle" Airmail ser

vice via Beaufort West. S. Feo. 15. 
SUDAN.-The Sudan camel stamps, G.G. Nov. 
SWITZERLAND.-A summary of Swiss 

Airmails, A.P.J. Jan. 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.-The 

earliest known Pre-cancels, G.G. Feb. U.S. 
10c. 1847 Big Shift, A.P. Feb. The story 
behind the flight of the "China Clipper," 
A.P.J. Jan. Racketoluchten in de U.S.A. 
De Ned. Filatel, Jan. U.S. 2c. postage 
stamp of 1920 and a description of the Off
set method of printing (contd.), S.M.J. 
Feb. 
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ZANZIBAR-Zanzibar Dues, S.C. Feb. 22. 
MISCELLANEOUS.-Proofs and Essays of 

the world, S.M. Feb. The first balloon 
posts, S.M. Feb. Sir Rowland Hill, S.C.F. 
Feb. 1. The late King as philatelist, S.C.F. 
Feb. 1. "Jubilee" Jottings, S.C. Feb. S, 
15, 22 and 29. "Paquebot" What is it? 
S.C.C., Jan. King George. In Memor
iam, S. Feb. 1. The Silver Jubilee stamps, 
P.J.,G.B. Jan. Changing City names. A 
study of Cancellations1 A.P. Feb. Bridges on 
Stamps, A.S.J. Feb. Why Portuguese 
colonial stamps are my favourites, S.C. 
Feb. 22 and 29. 

----:0:----

NATAL: "THE QUEEN IN TEARS." 

In the August number of the P.J. of G.B. 
Mr. Pemberton expressed the opinion that this 
variety, which Mr. Hurst had submitted to 
him, was not a re-entry. In the November 
number he reverses his opinion, having dis
covered from other specimens sent to him, 
that the variety is constant. 

There appear, however, to be other varieties, 
similar but not identical. Mr. Pemberton's 
,explanation of these is that there were sev
,eral re-entries on the plate, which will prob
ably be found near one another on the sheet. 
Analagous cases are known on other recess 
plates. 

This variety was originally described by 
Mr. Hurst in our number for November, 1934, 
:and is illustrated therein. 

----:0:----

Basutotand "Officials." At a recent auc
tion sale of/Mr. H. R. Harmer's a used set 
of the Bas-dtoland "Official" stamps, one each 
of the four different values, fetched £3:W. 
This is, we think, the only occasion in which 
any of these stamps have come on the market 
so far. Now we know and don't you wish you 
had some of them! 

CATALOGUE AND MARKET PRICES. 

The following are two extracts from an 
article dealing with catalogue prices, pub
lished in " The London Philatelist'' for 
November, 1898:-

" An issue, long expected or hurriedly 
brought about, comes within the collector's 
hands and is eagerly accepted, perhaps too 
eagerly paid for; and lo! and behold-the good 
thing -~roves no better than its fellows. I can
not quote a better instance to illustrate my 
text than that of the 12i perf. thick paper, 
British South Africa Company, in the two low 
values of 2d. and 4d. These s-aw the light in 
1895. More than a year later, in Stanley Gib
bons' Catalogue, we find 25s. unused as tht> 
price of either, and verily the Africaill 
prophets swore by thick papers. My own per
sonal experience was a curious one in regard 
to these two varieties, for a well-known dealer 
offered me by wire two complete panes (i.e., 
60 stamps apiece) of the values in question 
for £80. But there was a sense of relief when 
I learned a little later from the same dealer 
that he had lost heavily over his African pur
chase, as he had found himself compeJled to 
refund to a number of purcha.sers the long 
prices paid for what was after all merely a 
current variety. 

" For a long time the ls. green, shaft issue, 
Transvaal Republic, was not to be ha.d. At 
last a copy or two began to filter through the 
auction lists, always in single blessedness. 
Finally a leading firm quoted me, in reply to 
correspondence, £8 for an unused and 56s. for 
a used specimen. A little later a second 
dealer assured me that I would do unspeak
ably well if I bought at his figure-12s. 6d. 
per copy. And through another source I 
gathered that in Birmingham more tha.n one 
collector had secured his copy at ls. 6d. per 
stamp and this at more or less coincident 
periods of time. From £8 to ls. 6d. is a flight 
of genius." 

UNION JUBILEE VARIETIES. 
Prices are for mint blocks of four, one e,a~h ,il,d. ,and Id. values, one st.amp on each block 

showing the va1'.ii.ety. 
"Pimple on King's Head " . . . . 
" Dotted d of left-h:rnd value " and " Hair at back of K.H. 
"Cut in base of King's Neck" 
" Gash in Ear " variety 
" Dots about King's Head " . . . . 
" Lines of colour running through two stps." 
" Scratch on Neck" and "Retouched Neck" 
"Very long first 1 of 1910 " 
" Cracked Skull " variety . . . . . . . . . . 
" Cracked Skull " and " long 1910 '' on one block combined 

ALL NETT, POST FREE. 

A. LICHTENSTEIN, B.P.A. 

P.O. Box 76; Rouxville, 0.F.S. 

pair blocks 
do. do. 
do. do. 
do. do. 
do. do. 
do. do. 
do. do. 
do. do. 
do. do. 
do. do. 

7/6 
7/6 
7/6 

12/6 
12/6 
10/6 
10/6 
15/-
12/6 
20/-
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BOUVET, PHANTOM ISLE. 

Because of the universal interest shown in 
the Admiral Byrd covers sent from Little 
America the tale of a little known recent 
voyage of H.M.S. MILFORD to another re
mote part of the Antarctic comes at an op
portune time. 

For many years charts of the South At
lantic have marked Bouvet Island as lost or 
doubtful. Captain Cook was unable to find it 
en his second vcyage. The recent charting 
by Admiral E. R. G. Evans in H.M.S. MIL
FORD establishes the location of Bouvet be
yond question. This courtesy by a represent
ative of the British Government to the Nor
wegian Government was a friendly act to pro
mote good feeling between the two nations, and 
is of unusual importance to philatelists be
cause the stamps of Norway were overprinted 
by hand on a British battleship. 

Man has crossed and recross~d the Arctic 
Circle for unknown centuries1 and well over 
a million human beings to-day reside inside 
this Circle; but the Antarctic Circle was un
crossed until after 1750. The area between 
50 degrees and 65 degrees is the home of the 
wildest seas, swept by the fiercest winds, al
ways from the west because of the absence 
of large land masses. Not one human being 
to-day makes his permanent abode within this 
Antarctic Circle, no large animal life, with 
the exception of birds, seals and whales, car, 
exist in this desolate area. 

On the 1934 Cruise of the Cunard FRAN
CONIA a six day stop was made at Cape
town, South Africa. The MILFORD had just 
returned from her Antarctic trip, and as she 
anchored near by, through different members 
of the crew the history of the trip and the 
photographs for this article wert obtained. 

In the dreary grey wastes of the Atlantic~ 
a thousand miles South by West of Cape
town in Latitude 54 degrees and Longtitude 
48 degrees lies this little known ice sheathed 
outpost of Norway. A few huts constructed 
by shipwrecked whalers of an earlier day are 
the only evidences of human occupancy. 

Bouvet Island, named after its discoverer, 
a resolute French Naval Officer, who sailed 
thesr~ uncharted seas in 1739, lies on the ex
treme edge of a region of continuous storms, 
fogs and high winds. During the voyage of 
the MILFORD such heavy seas were en
countered a thousand miles out from Capetown 
that it was thought for a time the trip must 
be given up, but finally the winds subsided fo1· 
a short period and the charting of Bouvet 
completed. 

The accompanying photographs, taken by 
a member of the crew of the MILFORD, gave 
a picture of summer, or February, conditions 
at Bouvet. Prior to the departure of this 
British expedition to study the currents, winds 
and marine life in he adjacent Antarctic 
waters the Norwegian Consul at Capetown 
gave to Admiral Evans stamps of varying 
denominations, surcharged Bouvet OYA, or 
Island. 

Scott No. No. Colou.r Value Issue 
104 150 Magenta 5 Ore 21-22 
168 100 Green 7 

" 
29 

133 200 Green 10 i, 26-27 
145 250 Scarlet 20 

" 
27-28 

147 200 Dull Blue 30 
" 

27-28 

As the crew of the MILFORD numbered 
forty, each member was given an opportunity 
to purchase a few sets. Some were sent 
through the mail at Capetown and bear the 
Paquebot cancellation, or sea post. 

WE BUY JUBILEES! 
MINT, complete sets, particularly wanted. 

SOUTH 
UNION OF 

WEST AFRICA 
SOUTH AFRICA 

GILBERT, NEW ZEALAND, MAURITIUS, AUSTRALIA, 
EGYPT, MOROCCO, 4 issues, COOK, NIUE, SAMOA. 

Complete Sets Mint. 

Quote prices per 100 first. Do not send 
unless specifically ordered. Or cable 
quotations and abbreviate Zealand, Gil
bert, Africa for U.S. Africa; Africana 
instead of S. West Africa; Morocco for 

all four issues. State quantity and price 
per set. If acceptance is cabled send 
stamps C.O.D. through Bank. Or if sent 
direct to us, we will remit Draft in ster
ling by return mail. 

Cable Address: BROADSTAMP, NEW YORK. 

BROADWAY STAMP CO ... 146 Fulton St. .. NEW YORK. 
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The fact that these stamps have been ac
cepted by representatives of both the British 
and Norwegian Governments, and have been 
sent through the mails to England and Nor
way as well as South Africa, gives sufficient 
grounds to fully establish their ciaim for re
cognition by the philatelic world. Covers have 
been sent to the King of England, the King 
of Norway, and to Stanley Gibbons of London. 
-Dr. Roy D. Ribble in Sta,nps, Oct. 26, 1935 

[Mention of this post was made at the time 
in the South African Philatelist, but these 
fuller details should prove of interest t..,, 
our readers. The photographs have not, 
been reproduced.-Ed.] 

Stamps, Maps, and Political Pin-Pricks. 
Pictorial stamps can readily be adapted to po
litical propaganda and sometimes most con
veniently so by means of a map. 

The latest effort in this direction is the 
recent 1 Peso issue by the Argentine which 
depicts a map of the country including the 
Falkland Islands as part of it. This is, of 
course, in keeping with the Argentine's cen
tury old claim to ownership of the Falklands 
and is perh~ps a sort of philatelic ripost to 
the Falkland 3d. centenary stamp with a map 
of the islands as British territory. 

In 1896 Venezula issued a series of stamps 
with a map of the then disputed boundary be
tween that country and British Guiana. Need
less to say the Venezuelan version only of 
the boundary was marked. A few years later 
this boundary question was amicably settled. 

PHILATELISTS, ATTENTION ! 

THE MIZPAH EXCHANGE CLUB OF NEW 
ZEALAND IS CALLING ! ! ! 

Join this largest exchange club in Australasia. 
Hundreds of active members in all countries, par
ticularly in---the P:,.cific Islands. Large, qua1·
terly magazine. crammed with news, competitions, 
etc., free to members. Our International Ex
change Circuit is a unique feature. Subscription, 
4/- (Mint stamps accepted). Write to-day, men
tioning this magazine, to the Director: 

A. W. SHERMAN, 
WAIRIO, SOUTHLAND, NEW ZEALAND. 

B. & K. 
The firm that supplies the stamps others cannot. 
Our prices are reasonable, though in some cases 
not so low as quotations elsewhere, but we can 
fill most requirements. We aim to be able to 
supply 

ANY STAMP OF ANY COUNTRY 
and can generally offer most stamps of a want 
list, however difficult. Prices average half cata
logue. Let us know your requirements. We 
never worry with unwanted selections. 

1933 Price List of British Colonial Stamps. 
100 Pages . . . Price One Shilling. 

(Refunded against purchases.) 

B & K Special Offers - No. 10 - free on request. 

BRIDGER & KAY, LTD. 
170 STRAND LONDON, W.C.Z. 

_, 

In 1900 a set prepared for the Dominican 
Republic nearly brought about war between 
faat country and the Republic of Haiti, which 
shares the island of Hispaniola with it. Their 
boundary line was also in dispute and these 
stamps showed it much more m accordance 
with Dominican hop.es than with actual facts. 
In the end the stamps were with<rrawn and 
the remainder destroyed, but se~s are still ob
tainable. 

During the recent war between Bolivia and 
Paraguay the latter country issued a stamp 
showing the whole of the Chaco country as 
part of Paraguay and with the inscription, in• 
Spanish, "The Chaco has been, is, and will 
be Paraguay's." 

Since 1922 stamps of the Irish Free State 
have depicted a map of the whole of Ireland 
with no hint of any boundary between the 
Free State and Northern Ireland. Quite a 
pretty bit of coat-trailing but nobody seems 
to have taken the slightest notice of this "an
nexation!" 

JOHANNESBURG INTERNATIONAL 
EXHIBITION. 

The Committee gratefully acknowledges the 
following subscriptions to the general funds 
of the Exhibition:-

Anonymous "A.B.C." . . 10s. 6d. 
R. Axer and friend . . . . 12s. 6d. 

The first donations received both come fit
tingly from donors with names commencing 
with "A." The Committee hopes those in 
the "B" to "Z" portion of the alphabet will 
soon follow the lead given. 

DE LA RUE 
tnea.- "tllifPlllll'P.ti 

DIE PROOFS 
I have the following Die Proofs to offer, subject 
unsold. These ,a1·e probably unique. De la Rue 
Die Prn-ofs of any Colony are exceedingly rare. 

C.G.H. ("Hope 'Seated"). 2d. "After Hard-
ening," 8/6/82; ditto from a new Die, 
"Before Hardening," 12/6/82; ditto from 
a 3rd Die, "Before Hardening," 15/4/83; 
5/- "Before Hardening," 27/4/71. Each £7 

(Four £27). 
C.G.H. Unfinished K.E. Head for 1902 Issue £3 
N. RHODESIA. "POSTAGE DUE" Master 

Die-1st Die (not used) ; ditto 2nd Die 
"After Hardening"; ditto "After Strik
ing." The three . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £11 

NYASALAND. 5/- 1921-Master Die with 
value, "After Striking-" . . . . . . .. . . . '£5 

SIERRA LEONE. ¾d. 1912. Value and label 
Die, "After Striking"; ditto Key Plate, 
"After Striking." Pair . . . . . . . . . . . . £7 

SIERRA LEONE. 1/- 1912. Key and Centre 
Plate. P~.ir . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 110/-
3d. 1912, Key and Centre Plate, .as one, 
but unfinished . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £3 

"EDWARD" HEAD, unfinished as for 
Colonial Key Plate issues . . . . . . . . . . £3 

, "GEORGE" HEAD, unfinished as 1913 Union 
· S.A. and other Colonies . . . . . . . . £3 

Also Proofs of other countries. Cash. 

References: Edit,or. 

E. F. HURT, B.P.A., S.P.A., 
DALKEITH RD., HARPENDEN, England. 
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---·· .................... ····1 

Society News I 
---~------·····-----~~~J 

EAST LONDON. 

President, H. Courlander; Hon. Secretary, 
C. S. Thornton, 35 St. Mark's Road. Meetings, 
2nd Tues;days, Railway Institute, 8 p.m. 

The December meeting of the Society, which 
is always the social event of the year, and at 
which there is always a record attendance 
was, at the kind invitation of the President, 
Mr. Courlander, held at his residence on 
Thursday, the 19th December. 

The display was given by Mr. Courlander 
who showed a collection of forgeries of British 
Bechuanaland, Orange Free State, Transvaal 
and Rhodesia. Some of them were most de
ceptive, being accompanied by forged post
marks. 

This was followed by a fine show of Cape 
of Good Hope which included pre-stamp covers 
and revenue stamps used in conjunction with 
postage stamps on entires and revenue stamps 
both embossed and otherwise used postally on 
entires. 

Amongst the triangulars ( of which there 
were about 200) were several woodblocks and 
others in pairs and strips on piece and entire. 

The rectangulars were a magnificent lot, 
large numbers being in mint state and in 
blocks and strips, and embraced several of 
the scarce surcharges mint and used. 

Owing to the inclement weather the ex
hibition of stamps and competition arranged 
for the Juniors for the previous night at 
the Railway Institute was very badly at
tended, only a few boys turning up, but the 
Senior Society was there in force and the 
evening developed into a very enjoyable meet
ing. 

A few consolation prizes were handed out 
and it was decided to postpone the compe
tition and exhibition to a date to be announced 
later on. 

The January meeting was held at the Rail
way Institute on Thursday, 9th, Mr. Cour
lander in the chair. The attendance was a 
good one, including Mr. de Beer of Boshoff 
and two Junior, but most enthusiastic collec
tors, Messrs. Thornton and Cumming. 

The question of the annual dinner was 
brought up and it was decided to postpone the 
matter for further discussion at a later meet
ing. 

An auction was held and quite a number 
of good stamps were disposed of. 

The display of the evening was by Mr. 
Thornton who brought his well-known collec
tion of Cape Triangulars, mint and used 
which included the ld. and 4d. on deepl; 

blued paper in pairs and blocks. A number
of woodblocks including the ld. blue error, also 
a fine range of shades of the ld. De la Rue 
and 4d. steel blue. Block of 4 each of the 
4d. De la Rue steel blue and 6d. both m,ed 
full margins nicely cancelled. Rare items. Also 
some other large blocks. Stamps on entires 
and including twenty-two 4d. blue on piece 
( Perkins Bacon). 

W.S.H. 

PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF NATAL. 

President, H. de Terrasson; Hon. Secretary, 
Mrs. Reed, Box 588, Durban. Meetings, 1st 
Wednesdays, Durban Publicity Bureau, 

The March monthly general meeting ·was 
held as usual in the lounge of the Durban 
Publicity Bureau, when Mr. H. H. Hurst 
showed us his re-arranged specialised collec
tion of Natal stamps. This work has been 
specially done for the International Exhibi
tion to be held in New York in May. It will 
be recalled that this collection gained the gold 
medal at the Durban Exhibition in 1928, but 
since then many rarities and fine pieces have 
been added, and in size, the collectk>n is nearly 
doubled. 

The "piece de resistence" among many gems 
i-; the 1857 embossed tete-beche pair of 3d.'s. 
Mr. Hurst has had this photographed, for 
the display and this shows very distinctly all 
the detail. The collection is very strong in 
exceedingly fine used blocks and strips con
taining sixes and fours. 

Among the 1908/09 King's Head in uni
versal colours, is a used block of four of the 
£1 with the "Parcels, Durban" postmark, and 
in the section devoted to stamps used on en
tires there are 52 pages with many very fine 
covers. 

One of the members showed a recent letter 
from England the stamps on which were 
edged with black. 

PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF 
JOHANNESBURG. 

G.R. 

President, R. H. Morley; Hon. Secretary, Jr 
G. Kupferman, Box 4967. Meetings, 2nd 
Tuesdays, Carlton Hotel, 7.45 p.m. 

The monthly meeting was held on the 10th 
March at the Carlton Hotel and was well at
tended. The Society had every reason to be 
proud of the exhibit for the evening as it 
consisted of the unique photographic replica 
of the finest items shown in the Jubilee Ex
hibition of the Royal Philatelic Society. As 
iE well known, all the members of the Royal 
contributed of their best for the Selection 
Committee to choose from. The result was 
~hat only the finest was selected and together 
1t made one of the outstanding exhibitions 
ever held. 
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Mr. Schofield was in Great Britain when 
the exhibition was held and lucky enough to 
see the stamps in all their beauty and natural 
colours. He remembered his fellow members 
of the Philatelic Society of Johannesburg and 
though he could not bring the Exhibition to 
them he did the next best thing and brought 
the photographic copies. In his notes, before 
placing the exhibit on the table, Mr. Schofield 
pointed out that these photographs were only 
the reproductions of the rarest stamps and 
pieces, yet there were 70 plates in all, com
prising 545 pieces. The photographs had all 
been carefully mounted on cardboard, with a 
fly leaf attached giving a typed description 
of each item, special items being underlined 
in red. J .G.K. 

ORANGE FREE STATE. 

President, F. Carter, Hon. Sec., F. J. Hun
dermark, 78 Murray Avenue, Bloemfontein. 
Meetings, 2nd Fridays, Oranje Koffieshuis, 
Bloemfontein, 8 p.m. 

The March meeting of the O.F.S. Phila
telic Society was better attended than usual, 
and the attendance of several ladies improved 
the social atmosphere. 

The evening's programme was an enter
taining one, inasmuch as members were 
treated by Mr. 0. J. Carey to a really inter
esting display of air-mail stamps and flown 
covers. The latter included the 1911 S.A. 
flight from Muizenberg to Kenilworth, and 
one of the first trans-Atlantic; flights. 

Then Mr. J. B. Levy held members' atten
tion with a paper on the pos~age stamps of 
Canada, illustrating his reading with speci
mens of many of the items mentioned in the 
paper. 

The President, in thanking Messrs. Carey 
and Levy for their interesting contributions, 
referred particularly to the educative value 
of such a paper as Mr. Levy's, and expressed 
the hope that other members would follow his 
lead at an early date. 

The proposal by Mr. W. Dickie-Clark, rela
tive to the development of the junior section 
of the Society, will be considered by the com-
mittee at an early date. F.J.H. 

RHODESIA. 

President, F. W. Porter; Hon. Secretary, L. 
Atkinson, Box 587, Bulawayo. Meetings, 4th 
Mondays, Room 6, Royal Exchange Buildings, 
Bulawayo, 8.15 p.m. 

Mr. F. W. Porter presided at the usual 
monthly meeting of this Society on the 24th 
February over a fair attendance of members. 
Mr. D. H. Burn exhibited very fine collections 
of Ascension, Gambia and Sierra Leone. 

The condition of the stamps was particularly 
fine and the mounting and arrangement ex
cellent. 

Mr. Burn gave a running commentary on 
the various stamps and pointed out the nu
merous errors and varieties and anything of 
particular interest in the collections. 

The monthly free raffle was won by Mr. 
Atkinson and the second prize by Mr. Giri. 

A very pleasant evening was spent and the 
meeting closed with a hearty vote of thanks 
to Mr. Burn for his very excellent exhibitions. 

P.W.P. 

PRETORIA. 

President, A. E. Basden, Hon. Secretary, 
Prof. H. A. Wager, Box 514. Me.e'tings, 1st 
and 3rd Mondays, Technical College, 8 p.m. 

March. Two meetings were held with good 
attendance, both presided over by Mr. A. E. 
Basden. At the first meeting a letter was 
read from the Johannesburg Philatelic So
ciety inviting the P.P.S. over for a meeting 
in September. 

Three new members were elected, bringing 
the membership up to 150. 

Mr. Hand read his usual interesting notes 
from the Philatelic Press. 

The paper of the evening was by Mr. 
Beyers who· chose as his subject the stamps 
of Anglo-Egyptian Sudan. He gave an in
teresting historical survey of the country, deal
ing especially with the activities of Kitchener 
and Gordon. He then described the points of 
interest as depicted on the stamps and pointed 
out that it was a very clean country to col
lect philatelically as no errors or varieties 
were deliberately introduced on to the stamps. 

Exhibit. Mr. Basden showed some Mozam
bique and Dr. Broughton some Belgian. 

At the meeting on March 16 two new mem
bers were nominated and in the novelties Mr. 
Basden showed 2 Transvaal ~d. 1887 errors 
and 4 Transvaal forgeries. Miss van Heerde 
showed the offset on Union M., Pretoria 
printing. 

Mr. Hand provided some interesting phila
telic notes, one item of which showed that 
George Robey is a keen stamp collector. 

A paper was read by Mr. Basden--another 
instalment of his stamps of Swaziland. It was 
a very valuable paper philatelically and gave 
much important information obtained by re
search on the period before the definitive 
Swaziland issue was introduced. He pointed 
out that much could still be done as search 
was still being made for any postal informa
tion prior to 1889. 

A fine collection of Swaziland was shown 
by Mr. Basden in support of his paper and 
Mr. Obermeyer showed his Bechuanaland col
lection. 
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Rumours have been current of a proposed 
5-day airmail service down the west coast of 
Africa, which would have the backing of the 
French Government. 

The Union Government, however, felt that 
its best interests would be served by continu
ing to subsidise Imperial Airways, who will 
shortly start their flying service down the east 
coast to Durban. 

The Union Post Office is about to issue a 
penny-halfpenny postage stamp; this is no 
doubt to meet the ever increasing local air
mail demand for the Hd. letters. 

The accelerated schedule of Imperial Air
ways on its African route came into opera
tion on the 20th March, 1936, and from that 
date the flight from England will take two 
days less. 

Leaving London on Fridays and Tuesdays, 
the airmails will in future reach Germiston 
on Saturdays and Wednesdays, instead of 
Thursdays and Mondays as formerly. 

There will be no change in the north bound 
service which will continue to leave Germis
ton on \Vednesdays and Saturdays. 

"BRITISH AIR MAILS." 

The above title heralds a ne,v book from 
the firm of Francis J. Field, Ltci. 

The "Chronology" takes us from 1784 to 
May 16, 1935. It deals with all aerial posts 
of "official" status, organised or acknowledged 
by the British postal authorities, also with 
events and mails not organised by the Brit
ish post office, including mails arranged or 
collect~d by private individuals or airway op
erators and not passed through official postal 
circulation until after the flights involved. 

Union Airways. Commencing on Wednesday, 
April 1, the Union Airways service from 
Germiston to Capetown now goes via Bloem
fontein to Kimberley instead of to Kimberley 
direct. 

The service is bi-weekly from Genniston on 
Mondays and Wednesdays and, to make the 
rest of the new time-table fit, th8 Bervices 
bE-hveen Durban and Capel:own and vfoe 1:ersa 
now operate on Sundays and Thursdays in 
each direction. 

The Union's Foreign Air Mail. A recent 
leaflet published by the post office gives the 
following interesting figures showing the 
weights in lbs. of air mails despatched to other 
countries by Irnperial Airways:-

1932. 1933. 1934. 
Letters 8,557 17,334 30,088 
Parcels 650 1,822 3,157 
The full figures for 1935 are not yet avail-

able but figures for the first three-qoarters 
of the year indicate that the 1934 total will 
be almost, if not quite, doubled. 

COLLECTORS' WANTS 
AND OFFERS 

(Twopence per word per insertion with 
minimum of 2/- per insertion). 

"Specimen Stamps.''-Great Britain, 
British Colonial and Foreign wanted. 

Saul A. Klagsbrun, P.O. Box 846, Pre .. 
toria. 

Swaziland. - Unusual items, covers, 
Transvaal and other stamps used in 
Swaziland (vide postmarks) required 
by 

A. E. Basden, P.O. Box 238, Pretoria. 

Gold Coast.-Early issues, fine used. 
Special Postmarks. Mint. Wanted. 

William Redford, Allbret Building, 9 
Fraser Street, Johannesburg. 

Extra Flagstaff Variety Blocks. -
Bechuanaland, 2 each, 3d., 6d., 50s. 
pair. Swaziland ld., 3d., 6d., 70s. 

Burn, P.O. Box 305, Bulawayo. 

Sale of Arirmails.-A large collection of 
airmail covers is being broken up and 
sold. Write for price list to: 

Dr. Murray, .Murraysburg, C.P. 

Wanted.-Correspondence for stamp ex
change in all countries, particularly 
South Africa. Reply all letters : 

J. Costa, 33 Philpott St., Marrickville, 
Sydney, N.S.H'., Australia. 

Rhodesia.-W anted SG Nos. 112a, 154a, 
161, 166b, 179a, 181a, 196, 251a, 254, 
273a, 274a, 276a, 278, 279b, 279c, 280a, • 
and items of interest. Rhodesian 
duplicates for sale. 

W. D. Vallance, Maranclella,s, S. Rho
desia. 

W ANTED.-Covers from TRISTAN DA 
CUNHA prior to 1916. 

Dr. Pirie, Box 1038, Johannesburg. 
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Mr. R. Axer notes that in Capetown re
cently sheets of the ld. were on sale with a 
narrow white gutter down the centre of the 
.sheet. 

These were apparently remnants of the old 
booklet stocks discarded for that purpose 
when the new advertisement booklets were 
introduced. 

The perforating machine seems to have 
been somewhat faulty as several sheets showed 
the first row to the right of the central gut
ter with as many as five perforations missing 
vertically. 

At the parcel counter in Capetown they are 
now using a National Cash Register machine 
(small type) by which the sender of a parcel 
is supplied with a slip of paper with the 
fee and date of posting registered on it. This 
is affixed to the parcel instead of stamps. 

He also calls attention to the use of a new 
type of "Paid" or "Betaald" machine frank 
in use at J oha,nnesburg. We have so far made 
no attempt to list machine franks of any kind 
but we feel that someone should give us a 
list of these sometime soon. With a basis to 
work on we would then endeavour to have it 
kept up to date. 
The forthDoming Ud. stamp. 

S.A. artists have been invited to submit 
designs. The object of the new stamp is of 
course to meet the great demand there will 
be for stamps of this denomination when the 
Hd, flat rate for all first class• mail comes 
into operation next year. The introduction 
of the Hd. flat rate for all first class mail 
by air within the British Empire (with the 
exception of Australia which is standing out 
of the scheme) is of equal importance from 
a postal history point of view to Rowland 
Hill's introduction of ld. postage a hundred 
years ago. This great innovation will eo
incide with the inauguration next year of Im
perial Airways flying boat service between 
London and Durban in just over four days. 

VOORTREKKER M. STAMPS. 
"THE CHURCH OF THE VOW." 

Several queries have reached us asking for 
more information about this chur::h. 

The building is in Pietermarltzburg, Natal. 
It is now no longer used as a regular place 
of worship but has been made into a museum 
for V oortrekker relics. 

The following statement, taken from Theal's 
"History of South Africa," Vol. II., p. 330, 
may be of interest:-

A commando of emigrant Boers is march
ing toward U mkungunhlovu to come to agree
ment with Dingaan; "There was no song, no 
jest heard in that camp, but prayers were 
poured forth and psalms were sung at every 
halting place. The army made a vow that 
if God would give them victory over the cruel 
heathen, they would build a church and set 
apart a festival day in every year to com
memorate it. The church in Pietermaritzburg 
and the annual celebration of Dingaan's Day 
bear witness that they kept their pledge." 

Dingaan attacked the camp at dawn on 
Sunday, 16th December, 1838. The emigrant 
force consisted of 464 men exclusive of the 
commandants. The enemy was between 10,000 
and 12,000 strong. It was estimated that over 
3,000 Zulus were killed. The emigrant farmers 
had only three men slightly wounded. 

Hence, the Church of the Vow at Pieter
maritzburg and the celebration of Dingaan's 
Day annually on December 16. 

"COMPOUND" PERFS. AND "MIXED" 
PERFS. 

A query recently put to the mernbers of one 
of our philatelic societies as to the difference 
between "compound" and "mixed" perfora
tions seemed to show that there was confusion 
of thought on this point and it has been sug
gested to us that we should write a short 
article on the subject. 

\Ve hardly think the point at issue requires 
an article for elucidation, but give herewith 
verbatim the definition of these two terms as 
:found in the Glossary of Philatelic Terms 
compiled by a committee of the Philatelic 
Congress of Great Britain. These definitions 
make the distinction clear. 
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Compound Per/ oration. Where the gauge is 
not the same on all the. four sides of the 
stamp. In such cases it is suggested that the 
following rule should be universally adopted: 
The horizontal perforation should be given 
first, and then the vertical; thus perf. 14 x 
12½ should mean perf. 14 horizontally and 12~ 
vertically. If the perforation should be more 
complex still, that at the top to be given 
first, that at the right second, that at the 
bottom third, that at the left last, thus tak
ing them in the direction of the figures of a 
clock. 

Mixed Pe-rforations. An arbitrary term ap
plied to cases where sheets have been badly 
perforated, and a strip of paper has been 
pasted over the holes, at the back, and the 
row re-perforated correctly, but by a machine 
of a different gauge. 

S.W.A. "JUBILEES." 
Having heard that the remainder of at least 

one of the values of the Jubilee stamps was 
being used up fiscally on cigarette packets, 
we made enquiry of the Director of Post and 
Telegraphs if this statement were correct, and 
at the same time asked if official information 
could be supplied as to the numbers of stamps 
printed and used. 

We have been informed "that all surplus 
S.W.A. Jubilee issue of stamps have been 
overprinted for Inland Revenue purposes." 

As regards numbers printed and used, a 
change seems to have come over the Admin
istration. In the old days of busy over
printing of Union stamps for use in S.W.A. 
we used to be able to get such information 
readily. To-day the reply we have received 
is: "It is regretted that statistical data in 
connection with the use made of the issue 
cannot be supplied, as such information is not 
made available for public information." 

"And that," said John, "is that." 

0. R. C. "IOSTAGE." 

I am able, by the courtesy of the authori
ties of Leys School, Cambridge, to illustrate· 
some interesting variations of this well known 
variety of the 4d. K.E. stamp. The collection 
from which these stamps come is that formed 
by Colonel Durell, which he lateiy pre~ented 
to Leys School. It will be seen from the en
larged illustration that, in some cases, the let
ter is almost a perfect "I", and that, in 
others, portions of the loop of tne original 
"P" are still ""'lisible in varying degrees. 

This variety occurs in the second stamp in 
the bottom row of the upper pane, and exists 
both on the early prints with the Crown and 
CA watermark, and also on the later issue· 
with the multiple watermark. One would ex
pect that the loop of the "P" would show more 
clearly on the early prints than on the later 
ones, but this is not entirely the case. In the 
accompanying illustrations the top one i,:; 
taken from a stamp with the single CA water
mark, and the second and third are both from 
stamps with the multiple watermark. It Nill 
be seen that in the case of one of the latt:>r 
there is less of the loop of the "P" to be seen 
than in the first one, but, on the other hand, 
on one of the latter, a considerable portion 
of the upper part of the loop is clearly visible. 

I have never heard any theory advanced 
to account for this variety, which is of a 
nature most unusual in stamps printed by 
De La Rue and Co. It seems probable, how
ever, that the depression on the plate which 
represents the missing portion of the letter 
became filled with some foreign matter, but, 
if this can be the correct explanation, one· 
would not expect the variety to vary in the 
way it does. In my experience the rarest 
state is that showing a good section of the· 
loop of the "P." 
P. L. Pemberton in the Phil. Jour. of Gt. Brit .. 

WE BUY JUBILEES! 
MINT, complete sets, particularly wanted. 

SOUTH WEST AFRICA 
SOUTH AFRICA UNION OF 

GILBERT, NEW ZEALAND, MAURITIUS, AUSTRALIA, 
EGYPT, MOROCCO, 4 issues, COOK, NIUE, SAMOA. 

Complete Sets Mint. 

Quote prices per 100 first. Do not send 
unless specifically ordered. Or cable 
quotations and abbreviate Zealand, Gil
bert, Africa for U.S. Africa; Africana 
instead of S. West Africa; Morocco for 

all four is·sues. State quantity and price 
per set. If acceptance is cabled send 
stamps C.O.D. through Bank. Or if sent 
direct to us, we will remit Draft in ster
ling by return mail. 

Cable Address: BROADSTAMP, NEW YORK. 

BROADWAY STAMP CO.~ 146 Fulton St., NEW YORK. 
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I-···------···············- .. 
South African 

l Postal Slo3ans 
• 
'---~~~ ~~ -~~~~~~•■ r • • • • • -

In my opinion no collection of South Af
rican postage stamps can be considered to be 
complete if examples of the country's slogans 
are not represented. The collecting of these 
slogans is indeed a most fascinating pastime 
as I have learnt even in the comparatively 
short space of time which I have devoted to 
this "sideline." 

In giving herewith a list of the slogans which 
I have come across, I hope other readers of 
The South African Philatelist will send in 
any additional items so as to extend this pre
liminary list and thus provide the material 
for drawing up a final check-list. The private 
meter slogans of various business houses be
ing of course barred as these form an alto
gether different "sideline" from the above. 

There are perhaps one or two points in 
regard to my list, and to the slogans in gen
eral, which should be mentioned here. In my 
list I have indicated the number of lines which 
are taken up by either the English or the 
Afrikaans wording of the slogan. But for 
instance in No. 25 where the English word
ing occupies one line and Afrikaans more 
lines, the difference has been clearly indicated. 

It is usual, but not always the case, for 
the slogan which consists of one line, in either 
language, to have the two languages together 
( one above the other) and the top one has 
been mentioned first in my list in every in
stance-this top one usually being the Eng
lish version. Then where more lines are taken 
up and the slogan is printed in alternate 
fashion: once in English followed by the date 
stamp then in Afrikaans and so on, the Eng
lish version has been mentioned first in my 
list for the sake of uniformity. 

There is another point in regard to my list 
which I would like to make clear, namely, the 
dates. Dates are undoubtedly of use in a 
check list of slogans, but the difficulty here is 
the complete lack of definite information as 
to the year of introduction and "run" of the 
slogans. All the dates in my list are taken 
from the specimens in my collection and, while 
giving a good indication of the periods which 
saw each of the slogans in use, alterations 
and additions may have to be made in this 
regard. 

Many of the slogans are extremely in
teresting and, for instance, with the approach 
of the Empire Exhibition in Johannesburg 
this year, an old slogan (No. 3 in my list) 
recalls the great Wembley Exhibition in 1924. 
It should be noted that the English . version 

of this slogan includes 1924 while the Afri
kaans version omits this. But this is not an 
error. In fact when it comes to errors the 
slogans constitute the one branch of South 
African stamp collections which is almost free 
from errors. The only error in the actual 
wording of a slogan which has up to now been 
noted, occurs, I believe, in a Johannesburg 
slogan of "Support S.A. Industries" where 
the word "industries" is misspelt "industres." 
This occurred in 1925. 

Errors in the date stamp accompanying 
the slogan are on the other hand more fre
quent, though by no means of common oc
currence. The now famous error of "Fast 
London" for "East London" is found in con
nection with the "Post Early In The Day" 
slogan of 1933 vintage of that town. I also 
have the slogan of "Make Careers For Our 
Juveniles" used at Port Elizabeth where the 
circular date stamp has no date whatso
ever! This is probably the first South Af
rican date stamp with no date and I wonder 
how long this escaped the notice of the postal 
officials concerned. But to show how few 
errors are met with even in the postmarks as 
distinct from the slogans, Mr. Geo. Hockey 
once mentioned in an article on postal errors 
that: "My total of genuine errors is less than 
a dozen in my years of search, during which 
many thousands of postmarks passed through 
my hands." 

In my opinion the absence of errors is all to 
the good. It is thus possible to form a fine 
collection of slogans without a big outlay 
and there is no long list of errors and vari
eties to intimidate the beginner and kill the 
enthusiasm of the older slogan hunter. On 
the other hand, however, there is just that 
amount of elusiveness in slogan hunting which 
whets the appetite of the collector. The 
earlier slogans, for instance, are not too 
easily come across. Very few people ( even 
phil~telists ! ) keep the covers of ordinary 
every-day correspondence; usually it is the 
stamp only which is cut off, thrown into a 
box, and ultimately given to the charity 
bazaar! 

Then again slogans have, generally speak
ing, appeared at very irregular intervals and 
the common "straight lines" and "wavy 
lines" shoved in between the date stamps have 
often ruled the roost for long periods. But 
some slogans have had quite a long life and 
East London's slogan of "Post Early In the 
Day," for instance, is still going strong after 
a number of years of more or less continual 
appearance. In another category, however, is 
the "Census Day 4th May" (No. 7 in my list) 
which I believe was only in use for a very 
short period and is probably extremely scarce. 
But the comparative scarcity of some of the 
other slogans will only be ascertained after 
a complete check list has been compiled and 
when this sideline has been taken up by 
many more collectors than has hitherto been 
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the case. My preliminary list follows here
with: 
1. Air-Mail Saves Time - Lugpos Bespaar 

Tyd. 

In use at Durban (1925) Johannesburg 
( 1929) = one line. 

2. Beware of Erosion - Pasop vir Verspoe
ling 

In use at Johannesburg (1929) = two 
lines. 

3. British Empire Exhibition 1924 - Britse 
Ry kten toon stelling. 

In use at Johannesburg (1923) = one 
line. 

4. Buy South African Made Goods - Koop 
Suidafrikaanse Goed. 

In use at Cape Town (1928-31) = 
three lines. 

5. Buy Union Loan Certificates - Koop 
Unie Lening Certifikaten. 

In use at Johannesburg (1931) = two 
lines. 

6. Buy Union Loan Certificates - Koop 
Unie Lenings Sertifikate. . 

In use at Johannesburg (1929) = two 
lines. 

7. Census Day 4th May - Sensus Dag 4de 
Mei. 

In use at Johannesburg (1926) = two 
lines. 

8. Do Not Overstock Farms -- Moenie Plase 
Oorstok nie. 

In use at Johannesburg (1930) 
three lines. 

9. Fruit For Health - Vrugte Vir Gesond
heid/ 

In use at Cape Town (1930), Johan
nesburg (1928-1930) = three lines. 

10. Help The Jubilee Tuberculosis Fund 
Steun Die J eubileum Tuberkulose Fonds. 

In use at Cape Town (1935), Johan
nesburg (1935), Pretoria (1935) 
four lines. 

11. Koop Unie Leningsertifikate Buy 
Union Loan Certificates. 

In use at Johannesburg (1930) 
one line. 

12. Make Careers For Our Juveniles - Ver-
skaf Beroepe aan ons J eug. 

In use at Cape Town (1932), Johan
nesburg (1927-29), Port Elizabeth 
(1934) = three lines. N.B. Afrikaans 
wording shows "J eug" only in third line. 

13. Make Careers For Our J uvenlies - Ver-
skaf Beroepe Aan Ons J eug. 

In use at Johannesburg (1932), Port 
Elizabeth (-) = three lines. N.B. 
Afrikaans wording shows "Ons kug" 
in third line. 

14. Post Early In The Day - Pos Vroeg In 
Die Dag. 

In use at Bloemfontein (1929), East 
London (1933-36) = two lines. 

15. Post Early In The Day - Pos Vroeg In 
Die Dag. 

In use at Johannesburg (1928-29), 
Queenstown (1935) = one line. 

16. Protect Your Veld - Bewaar Jou Veld. 
In use at Johannesburg (1929-30), 
Port Elizabeth (1930) = two lines. 

17. Stop Dongas - Keer Die Slote. 
In use at Cape Town (1929), Pretoria 
( 1930) = one line. 

18. Support S.A. Industries - Ondersteun 
S.A. Industriee. 

In use at Cape Town (1928-29) = three 
lines. 

19. Support S.A. Industries - Ondersteun 
S.A. Industriee. 

In use at Johannesburg (1929) = one 
line. 

20. Support S.A. Industries - Ondersteun 
S.A. Nywerhede. 

In use at Pretoria (1930) = one line. 

21. Support South African Industries - On
dersteun Suidafrikaanse N ywerhede. 

In use at Cape Town (1930), = three 
lines. 

22. Tour South Africa-Reis In Suid-Afrika. 
In use at Cape Town (1932), Johannes
burg (1928-31) = two lines. 

23. Union Loan Certificates - Unie Lening 
Sertifikate. 

In use at Port Elizabeth (-) = two 
lines. 

24. Use C.O.D. Parcel Post - Maak Gebruik 
Van Pos K.B.A. Stelsel. 

In use at Durban (1930-31) = two 
lines. 

25. Use C.O.D. Parcel Post - Maak Gebruik 
Van Pos K.B.A. Stelsel. 

In use at Kimberley (1928-35) Eng·. 
one line, Afrik. = two lines. ~ 

B. & K. 
The firm that supplies the stamps others cannot. 
Our prices are reasonable, though in some cases 
not 110 low as quotations elsewhere, but we can 
fill most requirements. We aim to be able to 
supply 

ANY STAMP OF ANY COUNTRY 
i:nd can generally offer most stamps of a want 
bst, however difficult. Prices average half cata
logue. Let us know your requirements. We 
never worry with unwanted selections. 

1933 Price List of British Colonial Stamps. 
100 Pages . . . Price One Shilling. 

(Refunded against purchases.) 
B & K Special Offers - No. 10 - free on request. 

BRIDGER & KAY, LTD. 
170 STRAND LONDON, W.C.Z. 
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Bloemfontein is soon to become an import

ant centre in air transport. 
Within the next few months South African 

Ainvays are going to introduce a new fast 
service from Germiston through Bloemfontein 
to Port Elizabeth. 

The details of the service are not yet com
pleted, but it is thought that East London 
will also be made a port of call. 

The present mail service, will in no way be 
affected by the new service. This means that 
at least six planes a week will make use of 
the Bloemfontein aerodrome. 

Four new planes of a smaller type than 
those which are in use on the present service 
have been ordered for the new service and 
they are expected to arrive some time in May. 
These planes will be six-seater, twin engine 
Airspeed Envoy planes and will have a cruis
ing speed of 189 miles an hour. 

Imperial Airways have decided to introduce, 
in the naming of their air-liners, a new system 
in which an alphabetical class sequence will 
be adopted. 

The initial letters "A" and "B" being needed 
for the existing fleet, and the letters "D" be
ing allocated to aircraft of the "Diana" class, 
the letter "C" is to be reserved for the flying
boats now being built by Messrs. Short Bros., 
and the letter "E" for the land-pianes under 
construction for the company by Messrs. 
Armstrong Whitworth Aircraft, Ltd. 

In connection with the lighting of the Em
pire air routes for regular night flying, some 
remarkable new beacons, of an automatic 
type, are now being installed at various 
points. 

I have received the latest circular from The 
Air Mail Society, London, and from its con
tents this Society is a real live wire. 

The annual subscription is 5s. and any 
reader wishing to become a member may write 
direct to the Hon. Sec., Mr. Roy D. E. Harker, 
"Stonea," Bullsmoor Lane, "\Valtham Cross, 
Herts. 

The first Imperial Airways mail from Hong 
Kong left there on March 27. Covers with the 
special commemorative cachet reached Cape
town on April 13th. 

WORLD'S FIRST ROCKET-AEROPLANE 
MAIL FLIGHT. 

There is no doubt that first-class mails of 
the future, addressed to distant points in
volving transport over oceans and continents; 
will be carried by rockets and "flying wings" 
( or combinations of the two) through the up
per atmospheres at speeds varying between 
500 and several thousand miles per hour. This 
is no fantastic prophesy inspired by a desire 
to be sensational, for though it will not be 
realised for perhaps forty or fifty years the 
necessary pioneer stages are already in course 
of development. These include experiments 
with robot-controlled aircraft and kites, with 
stratosphese balloons, rockets with fuel-fed 
motors and the type of double aeroplanes that 
will be put into service over the Atlantic by 
Imperial Airways. 

A notable step forward was taken in the 
United States of America recently. The Ger
man scientist and inventor, Willy Ley, in as
sociation with F. W. Kessler, has developed a 
rocket (with wings on the aeroplane principle) 
that is propelled by the combustion of liquid 
fuel, not by explosive powder which is effec
tive only for a fraction of a second on dis
charge. Ley's rocket-aeroplane is in fact, and 
in spite of any. claims to the contrary, the 
first mail-carrying rocket that has been flown 
by liquid gas combustion. 

Private stamps and attractive cachets and 
covers were used on the flight. 

(Messrs. Francis J. Field, Ltd.) 
"JUBILEE" PRICES. 

A subscriber has asked us to give a list of 
the ruling prices of "Jubilees" in view of the 
fact that many price lists say merely "prices 
on application." As this is probably a matter 
of some interest to many of our readers we 
have much pleasure in complying. 

vVe have gone over all the advertisements 
available, where prices are given, in the latest 
numbers of the leading British, American and 
Australian journals. There are, naturally, 
some variations in prices quoted, but in most 
cases the differences are not great, and the 
figures we give below may be taken as 
dealers' average selling prices for mint sets at 
the moment. · 

Only sets selling at 5s. and over are given. 
Ascension, lls.; Australia, 6s. 6d.; British 

Solomon Is., 7s. 6d; British Somaliland, 5s.; 
Cook Is., 10s. 6d.; Gilbert and Ellice Is., 12s. 
6d.; India, 5s.; Mauritius, 30s.; Morocco 
Agencies ( 4. sets) , 17 s. 6d.; New Zealand, 1 Os.; 
Niue, 10s. 6d.; Nyasaland, 8s.; Samoa, 10s. 
6d.; St. Helena, 7s. 6d.; Seychelles, 5s. 6d.; 
South Africa (horiz. pairs), -40s. to 60s.; 
South-West Africa, 40s. to 60s.; Complete 
sets (249 stamps), £17; Egyptian seals 50s. 

It is only in the case of South and' South
West Africa that big variations are notice
able. This instability is probably associated 
with the fact that it is not certain yet whether 
stocks . are being held up or not. Personally 
we believe there are now no big reserves and 
that the higher prices are likely to be main
tained. 
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j N e\\ty Issue Chronicle i 
! Kindly supplied by Mr. R. Roberts : 
♦ 450 Strand, London. : l __ _ ..... _ . . . . . . ..... _ ... -.. -. -t 
AUSTRIA.-New Winter Sports set. Large 

photogravure stamps, depicting w_i~ter 
sports, three different aspects of ski-mg, 
and the 60+60gr. pictorial design, no wmk. 
perf. 12½. 12 + 12gr. dp. myrtle gr:en; 
24+24gr. purple; 35+35gr. carmme; 
60+ 60gr. dp. blue. 

BELGIUM.-New Arms type. Typographed, 
perf. 13½ x 14 comb machine, no wmk. 5c. 
vermilion; 10c. olive; 15c. indigo~ 20c. brt. 
violet· 25c. rose; 30c. brovm; 3bc. green; 
50c. blue. New Arms type, overprinted 
with red winged wheel for SERVICE. 35c. 
green. 

BERMUDA.-The ls. has appeared in a shade 
of colour not mentioned in the catalogue:
on bright emerald green instead of bluish 
green. 

:BRAZIL.-Railway Centenary, line engraved 
on laid paper. Large upright format 22½ 
mm. x 46½mm., perf. 11, with large Arms 
watermark. 200r. olive black. There will 
also be a 300r. A further value of the 
Farroupilha set. 300r. claret, same design 
as 200r. blk. Cairu Commemorative, 1,200r. 
lilac. 

BULGARIA.-S.G. type 101 but with water
mark wavy lines vertically perf. 13. 1 Leva, 
green; 2L. rose; 6L. blue. 

CHINA.-New Life Movement. Size of stamp 
25 x 29mm., lanre format. Perforation 12~ 
x 14 or perf. 1~. No watermark. Line en
graved printing. 2c. sage green; 5c. bright 
green; 20c. blue; 1$ carmine. 

COSTA RICA.-New stamp issuing country 
COCOS IS. which is situated in the Pacific 
five degrees North of the Equator, eighty
seven . degrees West of Greenwich, off the 
West coast of Costa Rica, a distance of 
about 250 miles. Not to be confused with 
Cocos in the Java Archipelago. Line en
graved by Messrs. Perkins, Bacon and Co. 
No watermark, all perf. 14, line machine, 
except the 25c. which is perf. lH line 
machine. All same design, map of the 
Island. 4 centimos pale yellow brown; Sc. 
purple; 25c. orange; 35c. maroon; 40c. 
brown; 50c. orange yel.; 2 Colon yel. green; 
5C. blue grn. 

DANZIG.-Winterhilfe (charity stamps). 
Typographed, large format stamps 43 x 
25mm. wmk. honeycomb S.G. type B, perf. 
J 4. Designs are pictorial views of buildings. 
5+5pf. orange (upright) (10+5pf. green 
transverse) 15+10pf. carmine (U). 

EGYPT.-Agricultural Exhibition. Photo
gravure printing, wmk. crown and crescent 
S.G. type 48, perf. comb machine 13it 5m. 
brovm; 10m. violet; 13m. brt. red; 15m. 
slate purple; 20m. brt. blue; 4m. very deep 

green, similar to S.G. type 56. New modi
fied type, inscription at right reading up 
"POSTES" instead of "QUATRE MILLS," 
figure "4" is smaller with "MIL~S" und~r
neath in the value tablets, both m English 
and Arabic. Army Post stamp, which takes 
the place of the Military Seals, the stamp 
being a special rate for the use of British 
Forces in Egypt. King Fuad's head, S.G. 
type 57, but inscribed, in place of denomin
ation "ARMY POST" reading up at left 
in English, and down at right in Arabic, 
perf. 14 comb machine, watermark S.G. 48. 
10m. rose. 

FINLAND.-Red Cross. Line engraved, large 
upright format 24½ x 34~mm. perf. 14. 
There is no watermark except in 
the margins. The stamps appear to be 
printed on batonne paper, but this I think 
is due to the pressure of the rollers, a simi
lar thing occurring in the Canada K.G. 
stamps. The stamps bear a red cross in 
the bottom left corner. Design=Portraits. 
HMk. +15p. brown; 2Mk.+20p. maroon; 
2~Mk.+25p. dp. blue. 

FRANCE.-Commemorating the 300th anni
versary of death of the engraver artist 
Jacques Callot, who died in 1635. Line en
graved, small format 21 x 25¼mm. no wmk. 
perf. 13½. 75c. vermilion. Charity stamps. 
Line engraved, large transverse 40 x 25½ 
mm. 50c.+10c. blue, Attic scene of penury; 
50c.+2fr. vermilion, Allegorical. Air Mail. 
Line engraved. Pictorial design, plane over 
Paris. 85c. blue grn.; lf .50 dp. blue; 2f.25 
brt. violet; 2f.50 rose; 3fr. ultra; 3£ .50 red 
brown. 

GREAT BRITAIN.-Photogravure. Control Y 
36. 10d. olive brn.; ls. brt. blue. Issued on 
the 20th February, the last value of the 
photogravure set to appear is the 5d. orange 
brown. Not quite so attractive looking as 
the 4d. and 9d., but still somewhat pleasing. 
Sheets of 240, control Y 36, cylinder No. 
5. perf. 10 x 14 comb machine. 

HOLLAND.-Child Welfare of 1936. Size of 
stamp 2H x 30, perforation 14 x 13¼ with 
watermark of circles. Photogravure print
ing. Hc.+Hc. carmine; 5c.+3c. green. 6c. 
+4c. myrtle; 12k.+3k. ultramarine; all 
with design of little girl picking apples. 

MADAGASCAR-Surface printed, mounted 
soldier design. 50c. pale brown; 2fr. pale 
maroon; 3fr. green. 

MEXICO.-Photogravure S.G. type 97, but 
no wmk. perf. 10½ 2c. green. Very limited 
issue, nearly all sent to Interior and no
body knows to which place. 

NIGERIA.-New types, pictorial, with medal
lion of King George V. Line engraved by 
De la Rue, in sheets of 60, script wmk. up
right. Large format stamps, nd.-ls. perf. 
12 x 13 comb machine; higher values, perf. 
14 all round line machine. ½cl. green, Apapa 
Wharf; ld. brt. rose, Cocoa; Hd. brown, 
Tin dredger; 2d. black, Timber industry; 
3d. blue, Fishing village; 4d. red brown, 
Cotton ginnery; 6d. purple, Habe Minaret; 
ls. pale olive, Fulani cattle; 2s. 6d. ultra 
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and blk., Victoria-Buea Road; 5"'. olive 
and blk, Oil palms; 10s. grey and b'k., 
Niger at J ebba Bridge; £1 orange and blk., 
Canoe pulling. 

PARAGlJAY.-Air Post Official. 17 P rose, 
triangular. 

POLAND.-Tourist Propaganda issue, large 
transverse 31½ x 25mm., no wmk. comb 
machine perf. 12~. The Z0gr. is typo
graphed and others are line engraved. Pic
torial views of various buildings. 20gr. lilac 
grey; 25gr. very dp. blue green; 30gr. ver
milion; 45gr. claret; 50gr. black; 55gr. dp. 
ultra.; 1 Zloty brown. 

PORTUGAL.-Postage: 6c. dark brown, 
Temple of Dianne type, perf. lU. Geo
graphical: Deep blue and red PORTE 
FRANCO. S.G. type 24, perf 10~. Red 
Cross: S.G. type P. 12, photogravure in two 
colours, black and vermilio:1. perf. 14. 
LISBOA overprinted with date 1935; LIS
BOA overprinted '\vith date rn06 and also, 
just below the word PORTUGUESA, is 
overprinted "Delegacoes." Parcel Post: 
Large transverse oblosg, new design con
sisting of package tied up, in a circle. with 
"PORTUGAL" in large type at the top. 
Perf. lH 4$50 maroon. 

ST. LUCIA.-A very handsome pictorial cum 
medallion portrait set, consisting of various 
views of the Island and K.G. portrait in 
medallion at right top corner. Line en
graved, cript wmk. perf. 14 line marhine. 
½d. yellow green and black, View of Cas
tries; ld. olive brn. and black, Colom bus 
Square; Hd. carmine and black, Ven tine 
Falls; 2d. grey blue and black, Port Cas
tries; 2½d. blue and black, Colombus 
Square; 3d. grey grn. and black, Ven tine 
Falls; 4d. brown and black, Port Castries; 
6d. orange and black, Colom bus Square; 
ls. brt. blue and black, Fort Rodney, 
Pigeon Is.; 2s. 6d. ultra and black, Innis
killing Monument; 5s. purple and black, 
Government House; 10s. carmine and black, 
Statio Haud Malefida Carinis Colony's 
crest and motto, King's head in black and 
larger. 

SAL V ADOR.-Tercentenary of the Founda
tion of San Vicente. Surface printed, large 
upright format 25 x 45mm. perf. 13 x 12~. 
The design is a tree (printed in green on 
all values) in central circle beneath which 
is inscribed "San VICENTE III CEN
TEN ARIO 1635 1935." Postage: 2c. dk. 
brn.; 3c. dk. blue grn.; 5c. carmine; 8c. dp. 
blue; 15c. red brn. AIR Central circle lower 
and inscribed above the circle "SERVICIO 
AERO" and an aeroplane. 10c. yellow; 15c. 
red brn.; 20c. blue grn.; 25c. dp. purple; 
30c. nigger brn. New postage set: Line en
graved by the Columbian Bank Note Co. 
Pictorial and portraits, upright and trans
verse, perf. 12½ le. dp. purple; 2c. brown 
3c. dp. green; 5c. brt. pink; 8c. s1ate blue; 
10c. orange; 15c. olive bistre ;-1-Colon, 
black; 50c. slate blue. 

SENEGAL.-Line engraved, in pictorial de
signs. le. blue; 2c. red brown; 4c. pale 
blue; 5c. orange; 10c. violet; 15c. dp. 
myrtle; 20c. carmine; 25c. d p. olive; 30~ 
green; 40c. mauve; 45c. blue grn.; 50c 
scarlet; 65c. purple; 75c. brown; 90c. c 
mine; lfr. purple; lfr.25 brown; lfr.f-'l 
blue; lfr.75 deep blue green; 2fr. 
pale blue; 3fr. dp. green; 5fr. se.pia; 
l0fr. mauve; 20fr. slate. Air Post, 
inscribed "POSTE ARIENNE." 25c. 
dp. chocolate; 50c. scarlet; lfr. brt. wa
genta; lfr.25 yel. green; 2fr. brt. blue; 3fr. 
dp. olive; 3fr.50 violet; 4fr. 75 orange; 
6fr.50 dp. blue; 8fr. slate; 15fr. mauve. 
Post Dues. 5c. yel. green; 10c. vermilion; 
15c. brt. purple; 20c. olive; 30c. dp. brn.; 
50c. mauve; 60c. orange; lfr. olive; 2fr. 
slate; 3fr. dp. blue. 

SOUTH AFRICA.-Official, Rotary printing, 
sheet number at right, reading up, at fifth 
row from the bottom. Wider space be
tween "OFFICIAL" and "OFFISIEEL'> 
21mm. instead of 18mm. as previously. 2s. 
6d. brown and green. 

STRAITS SETTLEMENTS.-New die to 
duty plate. The difference in the die is 
very apparent, the easiest method to tell 
it is that the coloured curve of the figure 
"2" starts at the top, say 12 o'clock, where
as in the old die it starts iower down on 
the right at about 2 o'clock. The top hori
zontal stroke of the "5" is outlined in 
colour, whereas in the old die it was blank. 
There are many other minute differences. 
S.G. type 54. 25c. dull purple and bright 
mauve. Same design as previous denom
inations. 2c. green; 6c. red; 25c. red and 
purple ( centre second colour). Negri Sem
bilan: Emblem design 50c. black on em
erald. Pahang: Full face portrait 50c. 
black on emerald. Perak: Profile portrait 
50c. black on emerald. Sel,angor: Mosque 
type 50c. black on emerald. 

SWEDEN.-100. violet, Lion type, perf. 10 
on white bleached paper. On this stamp, 
there are some remarkable varieties, con
sisting of lines of colour in the thick white 
figures "10" and the lettering "SVERIGE". 
which might easily be mistaken for re
entries. These varieties are due to wear 
in the chromium plating caused by the me
chanical cleaning of the plate. 300th an
niversary of the Swedish Post Off ice. Ro
tary printing, imperf. x p.10. The 5o., 100., 
and 150. are also issued perf. 10 all round. 
5o. green, Portrait Axel Oxenstierna, 
Chancellor of the Realm (born 158:3, died 
1654) ; lOo violet, Mail-runner; 150. carmine 
rose, Mounted courier; 200. pale blue, :\Iail
carrying sailing vessel; 250. ultra, Mail 
paddle-steamer; 300. brown, Mail coach; 
350. brt. mauve, Swedish Coat of Arms; 
400. myrtle, Locomotive; 450. slate blue, 
Portrait Adolf Wilhelm Roos, P.M.G. 1867-
1889; 500. drab, Mail bus; 600. claret, 
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Modern mail steamer; KR.1 blue, Air-mail 
plane. 5o., 100., 150. also issued perf. 10 all 
round. 

TONGA.-S.G. type 26, Queen's head Hd. 
black, perforated line machine 14, wmk. 
multiple turtles as before. Line engraved. 

U.S.A.-Special Air Delivery S.G. type S.A.I., 
perf. 11. 16c. carmine and blue ( Coat of 
Arms in second colour). Texas Centen
ary Commemorative. Large transverse ob
long, perf. 11 x 10½. Pictorial design with 
hvo portraits, one at each side, at left Sam 
Houston, at right Stephen F. Austin. 3c. 
violet. 

THE FUTURE MARKET IN GEORGIANS. 
"The Seer of the Strand" in the Philatelic 

Journal of Great Britain, recommends some 
Georgians from the point of view of capital 
appreciation in value. Others are "not recom
mended." ·without comment we give a few of 
his "recommendeds," of particular local in
terest:-

All Jubilee issues, without exception; 
Basutoland; Bechuanaland, 1932 issue; Gam
bia, all Georgians; Kenya current pictorials; 
Mauritius, all Georgians; Morocco Agencies 
all recent printings; Northern Rhodesia cur-
1·ent types, mint only; Nyasaland pictorials; 
Rhodesia all issues 1910 to 1922; St. Helena 
all Georgians; Seychelle all Georgians; Sierra 
Leone current issue and Wilberforce commem
oratives; Southern Rhodesia all issues; Swazi
land; Tanganyika recent obsolete issue. 

BASUTOLAND "OFFICIALS." 

Last month we stated that a set of these 
stamps fetched £320 at auction in London. We 
have since been informed that this is not quite 
correct. That sum was bid, but the stamps 
were withdrawn as the reserve put upon them 
was not reached. 

As a result of publishing this statement, 
however, a fresh crop of rumours about these 
stamps has reached us. 

It may be remembered that in March, 1935, 
we said rumours were then abroad that there 
had been leakage of a few sets. Now we 
have been informed that these sets have been 
seen again in the same quarter, but, with this 
change: the stamps are now cancelled and 
apparently used. 

If this be true, the postmarks must either 
be forged or they have been obtained by com
plaisance. As to this no opinion can be ex
pressed, as we have not seen the stan1ps per
sonally nor had our informant any oppor
tunity of studying them closely. 

We dislike publishing rumours that cannot 
be fully confirmed, but in this instance we 
think it only fair to the owners of genuinely 
used stamps to give this warning. If success 
attends any effort to put stamps of the char
acter mentioned on the market, the value of 
the real article will naturally suf:i'er-. 

vVe therefore repeat the vrarnmg we gave 
a year ago to any prospective buyer of 
Basutoland Official stamps: Be sure to get 
a good pedigree with them. 

RARE BRITISH COLONIALS-I 
are my speciality 

The ideal method of collecting is to have one of my 
approval selections of rare British Colonials beside 

your own collection. 

SELECTIONS SENT ON APPROVAL 
TO ANY PART OF THE WORLD. 

The cheapest dealer in the World for British Colonial 
Rarities is: 

T. ALLEN 
5, BLAKE HALL ROAD 

LONDON, E.11 
WANSTEAD, 

ENGLAND. 

---------------- ---·---~------ ---- ---·------------· 
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SOME LITTLE KNOWN "LOCALS." 

l. The Norwegian Missionary Posts of 
Madagascar. 

In the Record of Philately, June and July, 
1935, Mr. E. F. Hurt gives a _ver? interesting 
account of a local postal service m Madagas
car, of which few have probably even heard. 

We are all familiar, at all events from our 
Gibbon's catalogues," of the existence of the 
British Consular Post in Madagascar from 
1884-1887 and the British Inland Mail ser
vice which was established in 1895, but sup
pressed the same year when the French en
tered Antananarivo and Madagascar became 
a French Colony. 

During the period between 1887_ and 1~95 
a local post was established by the N or:Vegian 
Missionary Society which had been m the 
island for some years. This commenced to
wards the end of 1888 as a private parcel post 
between their different stations. Later on 
the service developed into a letter post for 
the service of the Society, the public and the 
Government. The letters of the latter were 
carried free, but with the opening of the ~er
vice to the public stamps were brought mto 
use. 

These stamps were printed by the Norwe€;
ian Press in Antananarivo and, with the clos:. 
ing of the British Consular Ma_il some. years 
earlier, were the only stamps m use m the 
island at that time. 

The stamps of the British Consular Mail 
had been used for franking letters from the 
island to Durban, the nearest port for the 
European mail boats, whereas the Norwegian 
Missionary Society's stamps appear to have 
been for inland use only and to frank between 
the missionary posts on the island itself. The 
longest distance \vould therefore be some 200 
miles across country. Th1s mail appears w 
have served all the places formerly covered 
by the British Consular Post. 

These stamps are analagous in their pro
duction, use and status to those of the Mis-

sionary stamps of Uganda of which the values 
were in "cowries." But the missionary stamps 
under consideration were printed In a press, 
whereas those in Uganda were, for the first 
three issues, typed on a typewriter. 

At the head of the Norwegian Mission in 
Madagascar at this time was a Mr. Borchgre
vink, acting as Superintendent and it was 
under his supervision that these stamps were 
produced and the service carried on. 

The first issue, in 1888, was of two values, 
1 era and ½ era=l vari (the era at that 
time was about equal to 2/3rds of ld.). On 
white wove paper, imperf., with gum. It was 
of the type shown in Fig. 1. 

-~♦ • ♦ d)Q(:10 Ii N ~. s:, ; 

i .s l 
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Fig. 1. Fig. 2. Fig. 3, 

The second issue, in 1895, had also two 
values, 5 vari, and 1 era 5 vari. Imperf., with 
or without gum. Considerably better printed 
than the first issue. Two settings, as shown 
in Figs. 2 and 3. 

Details are given in the paper of the dif
ferent settings and varieties. 

It is said that when the French authorities 
suppressed this post, on taking over the 
island, they destroyed all the stock of stamps, 
which accounts for their rarity. There was 
no speculation or manipulation collectors. 

Cancellations are always in manuscript, be
ing simply a date written thus "26/12/95." 

These stamps would appear to be as much 
( or as little) entitled to catalogue rank a:J 
those of the British services in Madagascar. 
Both had only a limited franking value, but 
there would seem to be no essential difference 
between them in any respect. 

TO ACTIVE COLLECTORS 

£25,000 We are making up a series of AT 50 TO 75°/o Approval Books of single 
stamps, used and unused, cover- DISCOUNT. 

ing every country. 

Prices are subject to 50 to 75 per cent. discount, according to amount of purchase. They will total 
to £25,000 or more .. A mixture of countries, or any separate country can be sent. This is a grand 
chance for general collectors to improve their collections. Send for a trial selection. References please. 

THIS MONTH'S BARGAIN:-

GRENADA, ld. local War Tax, the scarce red shade, mint, cat. 12/6. Our Price 3/-. 

BRIGHT & SON .. 167 STRAND .. LONDON .. W.C.2 
(FRANK H. OLIVER). Established over 50 years. 
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2. Ch1·istmas Island a-nd its Mystery Stamps. 

Mr. Romney Gibbons, in the October num
ber of the Australian Stam'/9 Journal, gives 
som~ information about these, but compares 
himself to Miss Dartle in "David Copperfield," 
who only "asked for information.'' 

The particular Christmas Island he writes 
about is the one in the Pacific, lying just 
north of the equator, about 164 miles from 
Fanning Island and belonging politically to 
the Gilbert and Ellice Islands Colony. The 
entire island is leased to the "Central Pacific 
Cocoanut Plantations Coy., Ltd.," for a period 
of eighty-seven years from the beginning of 
1914. 

The "Pacific Islands Year book" of 1932 
gives the population as 23 and states that 
"there are no postal arrangements, the only 
mails that reach the island being carried by 
the ships chartered by the lessee in Tahiti." 

The managing director of the company that 
leased the island was, up to the time of his 
death in 1932, "Father"' Rougier and he was 
probably responsible for the issue of the local 
stamps. 

Mr. F. J. Melville gives a description in his 
"Phantom Philately" of t~e circumstances at
tending the use of these stamps or labels for 
franking correspondence behveen the island 
and Tahiti, fully 1,000 miles off. 

The stamps, of which there have been at 
least three distin(\t issues, in or about 1916, 
1927, and 1934, depict the motor yacht belong
ing to the Company arriving at the island and 
being welcomed by flocks of seabirds. In the 
background a golden-red sun rises over a very 
blue ocean. 

Further interesting details about the stamps 
and the service are given, but the reader must 
be referred to the original if he be like Oliver 
Twist and "wants more." Evidently, however, 
there is still an opportunity for inforrnation 
about the service to be gleaned. 

3. Stamps of Spitsbe1·gen. 
These have long been known, but their 

status has always been in some doubt. 
The Record of Philately for July suggests 

that they did genuine service for the summer 
season of 1896. In that year a hotel was 
built at Advent Bay for the use of tourists 
and it was necessary to provide some means 
of forwarding their correspondence. Spits
bergen at that date was a No-Man's-Land. 

The stamps were printed for the shipping 
company which ran the service between Spits
bergen and Hamrnerfest in N onvay and were 
in use for one season. 

In 1897 Spits bergen came under Norwegian 
t:ontrol and the stamps of that country were 
available. 

It seems clear that these stamps were not 
a speculative issue, but the scare that they 
,vere bogus has made them very scarce, par
ticu 1-- rly in used condition. It Is understood 
that -.-hen their use ceased, the whole of the 
remainder was destroyed. 

r ... _ ................. i:~~·::: .............................. I 
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Stanley Gibbons' Simplified Stamp Catalogue. 
4th Edition. 
I£ proof were needed of the present popu

larity of stamp collecting the appearance of 
a new edition of this catalogue within five 
months of the previous edition should furnish 
it. 

The 3rd Edition appeared at the end of 
October and was reviewed in our December 
number; it was expected by the publisher to 
be sufficient for a year but was sold out in 
little over four months. Hence the 4th Edition. 

It has given the editor opportunity to in
clude such recent issues as the Queen Astrid 
mourning stamps and the Nigerian pictorials; 
some 500 new stamps and 100 extra illustra
tions having been added in all to the present 
edition. 

Type and illustrations keep up to their 
former high standard and the general or 
junior collector will get excellent value for 
his 5s. spent on this catalogue. 
Check List of British Photogravure and 

Jubilee Stamps, 1934-36. By F. Hugh Val
lency. The Vallency Press, Ltd., 15 St. 
Bride St., London, E.C.4. Price 6d. 
A year ago Mr. Vallencey published a book

let "British Photogravures, 1934-35," to which 
there have been two supplements. This Check 
List, issued separately, will be most useful 
to specialized collectors who want to know full 
details about stamp sizes, control and cylinder 
numbers, major varieties and the like. 
The "Lee" Uruguay Collection on sale. 

We have received from Messrs. Plumridge 
and Co., of 61/62 Chancery Lane, London, 
W.C. 2, the catalogue of the well known 
Uruguay collection belonging to Mr. E. ,J. 
Lee which is to be sold by auction in July. 
There will be nine sale days from the 6th 
to the 16th. 

This collection, it will be remembered, was 
on view at the Durban International Exhi
bition in 1928 and gained the Grand Prix 
there. The sale will be something of a record 
in auctions, there being no less than 7,041 lots, 
all of one country. 

The catalogue has a new feature inasmuch 
as a reserve price is placed opposite almost 
every item, a practice which should be a 
very helpful guide for bidders who cannot 
attend the sale in person. 

The British Military Postal Frank.:;, hither
to privately issued for the use of the British 
Forces in Egypt, have been vvithdrawn f;_·om 
service and replaced by a stamp LJsued by 
the Egyptian postal authorities. The design 
is that of the current high value Egyptian 
stamps with the portrait of King Fuad but 
the stamp is overprinted. 
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New Guinea has a fascination of its own 
not only for the tourist and the professional 
globe trotter, but also for the philatelist. 
There are other islands which have a larger 
and more picturesque variety of postage stamp 
issues, but no other stamp issuing country 
has achieved a wider popularity for its air 
mail stamps than New Guinea. 

"Do not be like the old maid, who went 
to a masquerade ball, dressed up in a £1 New 
Guinea air mail stamp, and who had her mind 
rnade up to get stuck on some male stamp 
coJ1ector, but buy some of these lots out of 
my bargain list," reads an advertisement of 
a certain stamp firm, and this partly reflects 
the attraction that the t:.ir mails of New 
Guinea exercise on the average philatelist. 

The stamp itself cannot boast of any speci
fic merits, such as originality of design or 
attractive colouring. The stamp for ordin
ary postal use has been overprinted with the 
\Vords "Air Mail" and with a tiny box-like 
aeroplane, above the bird of Paradise. Few 
however realise what the Territory of New 
Guinea owes to this tiny flying machine. 

But let us first consider the island itself. 
It has an area of over 300,000 square miles 
and this makes it the second largest island 
in the world. The northern half constitutes 
Dutch New Guinea, while the Southern half 
is equally partitioned into Papua, on the west, 
(formerly British New Guinea) and the Man
dated Territory of New Guinea, on the east. 

The natives of New Guinea, ( estimated at 
over one million) are a fascinating ethnolog
ical study, from the swamp "rat" with bat-

like appearance, to the fine upstanding savage. 
who builds his huge war canoes, carves beauti
fully in wood and shell and erects communal 
houses 300 feet long. 

Interesting varieties are the shy little pyg
my, who often lives in trees and the dreaded 
Kukukukus, or as the economical Dutch call 
them, "Kuku2," who flit like shadows among 
the trees with fibre bags round their necks, 
in which to carry the heads of the slain. 

The New Guinea native has a queer men
tality. The white man is to him "long-long," 
a fool; and although he lives under the jungle 
law and in continFous dread of· the sorcerer 
and the "tambaran" (evil spirit), he \Vould 
never change places with the white man's mode 
of living. 

They speak a babel of tongues, and to end 
this confusion, that quaint but highly useful 
d~alect, known as Pidgin English has come to 
stay. It was brought by the seafaring ,rnnd
erers of very early days, picked up by the 
coastal native and modelled to his own tongue. 
Now this dialect has penetrated inland and 
most of the South Seas Islanders, including 
the Australian aborigines, are familiar \Yith 
it. 

The Proclamation, read to thousands of 
natives after the annexation of German Xew 
Guinea, which constitutes now the Mandated 
Territory, is a literary example of Pidgin 
English. "All boy belonga one place," the 
Proclamation begins, " you savvy big master, 
he come now, he new feller master, he strong 
feller too much, you look 'im all ship stop 
place." ... "You look him ne,v felier flag," 
it continues, "you savvy him? He belonga 
British, he more better than other feller." ... 
It does not overlook a few gentle remindersr 
such as "You no fight other feller black man, 
other feller place. you no kai-kai man (canni
bal). You no steal Mary (woman) belong a 

UNION JUBILEE VARIETIES. 
Prices are for mint blocks of four, one e,a:ch ½d. ,and lei. values, one st.amp on each block 

showing the variety. 
"Pimvle on King's Head " 
" Dotted d of left-hand value " and "Hair at back of K.H. 
" Cut in base of King's Neck" 
" Gash in Ear " variety 
" Dots about King's Head " 
" Lines of colour running through two stps." 
" Scratch on Neck" and " Retouched Neck " 
"Very Jong first 1 of 1910 " 
" Cracked Skull " variety 
" Cracked Skull " and " Jong 1910 " on one block combined 

ALL NETT, POST FREE. 

A. LICHTENSTEIN, B.P.A. 

P.O. Box 76, Rouxville, O.F.S. 

pair blocks 
do. do. 
do. do. 
do. do. 
do. do. 
do. do. 
do. do. 
do. do. 
do. do. 
do. do. 

7/fi 
7 /6 
7/6 

12/6 
12/6 
10/6 
10/6 
15/-
12/6 
20/-
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other feller black man." ... "Me bin talk 
with you now," it ends, "Now you give three 
fe11er cheers, belonga new feller master. NO 
MORE 'UM KAISER. GOD SAVE 'UM 
KING." 

That period was a busy time in pretty 
Rabaul, the capital of New Guinea, and an 
epoch mark for Australia. The youngest of 
nations, it had to fit out quickly a tropical 
service, complete with administrative head
quarters, medical service and staff of native 
officers, besides appointing experienced men to 
act as district, patrol and medical officers. 

Nev,' Guinea would probably have remained 
one of the many obscure islands which cover 
the Pacific and would never have come into 
the focus of world affairs, were it not for the 
discovery of very rich gold fields during 1923. 
The first man to receive a rri.1ner's licence was 
M:r. Cecil John Levien, and he was instru
mental in bringing about the truly remarkable 
progress which took place in the following de
cade. There were hardly more than a dozen 

COLLECTORS' WANTS 
I AND OFFERS 
I (Twopence per word per insertion with 

minimul of 2/- per insertion). 

--
"Specimen Stamps.''-Great Britain, 

British Colonial and Foreign wanted. 
Saul A. Klagsbrun, P.O. Box 846, Pre-
toria. 

S'w aziland. - Unusual items, covers, 
Transvaal and other stamps used in 
Swaziland (vide postmarks) required 
by 

A. E. Basden, P.O. Box 238, Pretoria. 
~ 

I am very anxious to get Machine Post-
marks, private and post office, slogans, 
special cancellations, active service 
postmarks, etc., of the Union and S.W. 
Africa. 

C. L. L. Murray, Bo~.; 322, Murraysburg. 

Colombia.-Wholesale for dealers. List 
free. 

Elencowe, Apa,rtado 2155, Bogota, Co-
lombia, South A rnerica. 

W ANTED.-Covers from TRISTAN DA 
CUNHA prior to 1916. 

Dt. Pirie, Box 1038, Johannesburg. 
--

Gold Coast.-Early issues, fine used. 
Special Postmarks. Mint. Wanted. 

William Redford, Allbret Building, 9 
Fraser Street, Johannesburg. 

men at first up on the Wau plateau, whe~ 
the richest field had been located and pegged 
out. Gold was washed in tinfulls from the 
Koranga and Eddie creeks, tributaries to the 
Bulolo river. But it was a desperate strug
gle. It would have been payable under or
dinary transport considerations, but not under 
those prevailing. The men were dependent 
on the native carrier as the sole means of 
transport between the coast and the field. 
Each carrier cost £2 per week to keep, even 
before he carried a single pack. 

( To be continu·ed). 

RHODESIAN POSTMARKS. 
Sir, 

I found Mr. Porter's letter most inter-
esting as I have two copies of a single circle 
postmark "Victoria" without the usual "Ma
shonaland" at base. Unlike his copy, however, 
the word Victoria is complete and is not fol
lowed by any other name. 

It seems possible that "Victoria" and "Vic
toria Falls" might once have had a postmark 
inscribed "S. Africa" in error and that this 
vvas later excised. My copies are on the first 
2d. stamp and the ld. small arms. 

May I take the opportunity to quote some 
of my "Puzzlers" in the hope that some Rho
desian expert can solve them? 
Umtali.-Single Circle. Numbers above date 

0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9. Has anyone found 
No. 8? What is the significance of these 
numbers and also the letters A, B, etc., 
found on the Livingstone and other post
marks. 

lv'o. 274 in oval of bars-on ld. of the re-en
graved issue. The lowest number quoted 
by Major Harrington is 312 (which has 
now been identified as Iron Mine Hill.) 

Registered Postmarks.-Large red block letter 
R in oval on 6d. and ls. of first issue. Very 
large black script R on 8d. second issue 
and on 2d. of the Large Arms type. 

No. 914 in barred oval should be added to 
Major Harrington's list. Place of use un
knows. I have only one copy and know of 
no others. 

Native City Concession? -The last word is 
not clear and might read "Native City 
Mission." On Southern Rhodesia 3d. 

Yours faithfully, 
\V. BER.NARD LIVERMORE. 

AUSTRALIAN COMPLETE SETS 
all fine used. 

1 Sturt, 2d. and 3d. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5d. 
Victorian Centenary, 2d., 3d. and 1/- . . 1/6 
John MacArthur Centenary, 2d., 3d. & 9d. 1/6 
Anzac commemoration, 2d. .and 1/- . . I/
Jubilee, complete, 2d., 3d. and 2/- . . . . . . 3/4 
N. Zealand, five different health issues . . . . 1/6 

S. ZELENKO, 
CROYDON, VICTORIA, A L'STRALIA. 
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JOHANNESBURG 

INTERNATIONAL PHILATELIC 
EXHIBITION 
in conjunction with the 

BRITISH EMPIRE EXHIBITION 

SOUTH AFRICA~ 1936 
November 2 to 14, 1936 

Under the auspices of the 

PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF JOHANNESBURG 

PAR1 1. 
Exhibits "By Invitation" only. 

Many of the world's best coll-::ctions 

will be represented. 

PART 2. 
Competitive. " Africa South of the 

Equator." If you have any sort of 

a collection of Southern African 

Stamps, whether it be of Honour, 

Research, Specialized, or Ordinary 

grade, there will be an opr;ortunity 

for it to compete. Start getting it 

in order now. 

Programmes and Entry Forms may 
be obtained from : 

The Hon. Secretary, 
Exhibition Committee, 

P.O. Box 4967, 
JOHANNESBURG. 

The scope of Section 25 ( Rarities or items of special interest) has been widened 

to the whole world. Entries in this Section need not, therefore, be limited to coun

tries in Africa south of the equator. 

ln;:;urance rates for collections in transit and/ or m the hands of the exhibition 

commitcee can now be given on application. 

The Johannesburg Publicity Association states officially that the rumour that 

accommodation will not be obtainable during the period of the Exhibition is untrue. 

But, the city will undoubtedly be crowded and early booking by visitors is advisable. 

If in any difficulty apply to the Publicity Association, P.O. Box 4580, Johannesburg. 

Make your arrangements now to spend your annual holiday in Johannesburg in 

November next .and se2 the finest collection of stamps ever brought together in 

South Africa. Probably the greatest ever shown in the Southern Hemisphere. 
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Society News I l _________________________ J 

PORT ELIZABETH PHILATELIC 
SOCIETY. 

President, G. K. Forbes. Hon. Sec., C. W. 
Sheffield, c/o. Messrs . .Joseph and Sons, Main 
Street. Meetings, 3rd Tuesdays, Africana 
Room, Public Library, 7.45 p.m. 

The Port Elizabeth Philatelic Society, al
though of many years standing and contain
ing a number of keen and energetic collectors, 
has never featured to any extent in the phila
telic press. This modest reserve is apt to be 
misconstrued by the outside world as indicat
isg a state of inactivity when actually things 
are very much the reverse. It was reasons 
such as this that prompted the local society 
at a recent meeting to decide to send regular 
monthly reports to The South African Phil
atelist. 

The anual exhibition of stamps in the show 
cases of the Public Library during December 
and January was more than usually a success 
this year, as evidenced by the continuous pub
lic interest and by the addition of several 
new members to the Society. The exhibits, 
which were arranged by the Secretary, were 
changed weekly and among the most popular 
display~ /.were a very creditable collection of 
Cape T,,riangles and collections of flown air 
mail covers loaned by Messrs. J. McMillan 
and S. J. Powell. 

The monthly meetings held this year have 
so far been well attended there being usually 
over 20 present. In January Mr. G. K. 
Forbes, the President, inaugurated a scheme 
whereby members are to be encouraged to give 
short addresses on interesting aspects of 
philately and the meeting was treated to a 
few thought provoking ideas in a paper called 
"Example is better than precept." Perhaps the 
talk might have been better entitled "Some 
musings of a Philatiac," at any rate it con
tained some sound advice on the best ways 
of getting the most out of the hobby and a 
certain undercurrent of banter served to drive 
home the points more forcibly. 

In February the Society reverted to the old 
alphabetical system and starting again at A, 
there was almost a plethora of collections on 
display. Among the more popular items were 
quite extensive collections of Austria by 
Messrs. C. J. King and Van den Berg (a visi
tor), while Antigua was obviously a country 
much favoured by Messrs. L. F. Addis-Smith 
and C. W. Sheffield. 

The March meeting being held on St. Pat
rick's Day, it was obviously a suitable occasion 
for displaying the stamps of the Irish Free 
State and so the Secretary, a wearer of the 
"_green," b:r-ought along his interesting collec
tion .. D~rmg the same evening the President, 
who 1s mdeed a man "of many countries " 
showed a very interesting and full collecti~n 
of Bechuanaland. 

There was quite a good attendance of mem
bers at the April meeting and the sympathy 
of all members went forth to Mr. A. H. Hem
ming on his. bereavement in the death of his 
wife. 

After the usual preliminary business there 
were some good displays. Mr. C. W. Shef
field showed collections of Canada, Cayman 
Islands and Ceylon. The exhibit of Mr. G. 
K. Forbes was of Ceylon and included a fine 
page of the "Pence" issues. The gem of the 
evening's display was a superb mint speci
men of the imperforate 2s. blue (S.G. 19). 

The next meeting, on the 19th May, will be 
the Annual General Meeting and Mr. J. 
McMillan will give a display of his Airmails 
on Covers. 

L.F.A.-S. 

PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF NATAL. 

President, H. de Terrasson; Hon. Secretary, 
Mrs. Reed, Box 588, Durban. Meetings, 1st 
Wednesdays, Durban Publicity Bureau, 

At the general meeting on Wednesday, 
April 1, eight new members were elected, and 
three were proposed for enrolment. This, 
coupled with very large attendance at the 
meeting, affords evidence of the rapid gro·wth 
of the Society that is now going on. 

A talk on "Some Stamps of the Union" was 
given by Mr. Percy C. Bishop, accompanied 
by a display of some selected pages from the 
speaker's Union collection. In the King 
George series Mr. Bishop has made a feature 
of corner blocks with controls and is almost 
complete in the four corners of each value up 
to the 10s. denomination. He conspicuously 
lacks the £1 value and voiced his regret that 
he could only show one solitary specimen of 
that stamp with control number attached. 

The Pictorials of the first London and first 
Pretoria printings were also displayed in the 
form of corner blocks or pairs although the 
system of marginal controls was abandoned 
when the Georgians went out of issue. Apart 
from a few well known varieties like the 
"blocked window" of the 3d., and the "long 
assegai" of the 4d. and the "white oranges" 
of the 6d. value, no attempt at an exhaustive 
display of varieties was made. In air stamps 
the principal varieties of the 1925 and 1929 
issues were included in the display, one very 
scarce piece being a vertical strip of six pairs 
of the 9d. green imper/orate at left. The strip 
being from the upper pane, the "strut" error 
is included in it. 

The many varieties, major and minor, of 
the jubilee issue were shown, and following 
the talk and display a hearty vote of thanks 
was moved by the President and endorsed 
by the meeting. The President also wished 
Mr. H. H. Hurst bon voyage on behalf of 
the members on the eve of his trip to New 
York where he will be one of the judges of 
the 3,000 collections that have been entered 
for the International Philatelic Exhibition. 

G.R. 
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RHODESIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY. 

President, F. W. Porter; Hon. Secretary, L. 
Atkinson, Box 587, Bulawayo. Meetings, 4th 
Mondays, Room 6, Royal Exchange Buildings, 
Bulawayo, 8.15 p.m. 

There was a good attendance at the usual 
monthly meeting held in Bulawayo on Monday, 
March 23. 

Mr. D. H. Burn was unanimously elected 
Vice-President of the society. The society has 
gained a very keen philatelist in Mr. Burn, 
who has a good knowledge of British Colonial 
stamps generally and particularly in a few of 
his favourite countries. 

Mr. Burn exhibited a set of the new Sierra 
Leone stamps which were much admired. 

The principal exhibit of the evening was a 
collection of South-West Africans by Mr. F. 
"\V. Porter. 

The first, and perhaps the best, item in 
the collection was some Unions, on piece, used 
in Luderitzbucht in March, 1918, which con
sisted of three 10s., two 5s., ls., 6d., and 3d. 

This was evidently off a diamond parcel 
and was in particularly fine condition. 

Another fine item was two pairs of the £1 
type III. overprint joined by the margin be
tween the panes. 

Type II. overprint was shown in used 
singles. 

In the S.W.A. overprinted Union pictorials 
there were the No-stop varieties in blocks of 
nine in the lower values and pairs in the 
higher, complete from the M. to the lOs. 

F.W.P. 

PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF 
JOHANNESBURG. 

President, R. H. Morley; Hon. Secretary, J. 
G. Kupferman, Box 4967. Meetings, 2nd 
Tuesdays, Carlton Hotel, 7.45 p.m. 

At the April meeting it was learnt with 
much regret that Mr. Kupferman would not 
be able to carry on as Hon. Secretary as busi
ness prevented him attending on Tuesday 
evenings (Why will people continue letting 
their work interfere with their hobbies~). 

It was also intimated that Major Milligan 
would be unable to read his usual "Monthly 
Notes" for some considerable time, having 
had the bad luck to fall and break a leg. A 
special note of sympathy was passed, with 
sincere wishes for as speedy a recovery as 
possible. 

The exhibits of the evening were provided 
by Junior Members of the Society. 

Mr. Simpkins opened with a few :notes on 
his country, the Orange Free State, and then 
showed a very nice little collection thereof. 

Other exhibitors were Mr. Fisch, Unions; 
Mr. Morley, Jr., N. Rhodesia; Mr. J. 
Michaelson, a very fine collection of Latvia, 
a country strange to most of those present; 
Mr. Colman, selections of Mozambique, Ba
sutoland and S. Rhodesia; and Mr. Crewell, 
selections of Southern Africa, noteworthy for 
the beautiful writing-up. 

CAPETOWN PHILATELIC SOCIETY. 

President, H. Meyer, Hon. Sec., G. vV. Mor
ris, St. George's St., Simonstown. NI eetings, 
2nd Thursdays, Railway Institute, 8 p.m. 

A very successful meeting was held on 
March 26, when the Vice-President, Mr. K. 
Alexander, gave an interesting display, which 
comprised the stamps of British Levant. The 
collection included some very fine copies both 
mint and used, and in particular some very 
fine blocks of four. One stamp of outstand
ing interest was the 40 par. on ~d., vermilion, 
showing the rough handstamp applied at 
Constantinople. This provisional was in use 
for five days only. Mention must also be 
made of the very fine items dealing with the 
stamps overprinted for special use in Salonica 
during February-March, 1916. The collection 
was nicely mounted and written up, the used 
stamps being in exceptionally fine condition. 

On April 9, Mr. W. L. Ashmead gave a dis
play of the stamps of Virgin Islands and as 
can be expected with such a country this 
proved to be a popular choice. The early 
issues were almost fully represented both mint 
and used, and some very fine examples of 
"specimen" stamps were shown. Proofs of the, 
6d. value of 1866, and the 4d. value of 1867 
were seen. Among the later issues were some 
remarkably fine used specimens in blocks of 
fours, particularly in the script watermark. 
Well written up and with the stamps in per
fect condition the display was one rarely to 
be seen, and it is to be regretted that the ap
proaching holidays resulted in a somewhat re-
duced attendance. J.R. 

PRETORIA. 

President, A. E. Basden, Hon. Secretary, 
Prof. H. A. Wager, Box 514. Mee'tings, 1st 
and 3rd Mondays, Polley's Hotel, 8 p.m. 

1-lpril 6th. 

Dr. Mostert read a paper on the stamps of 
Tanganyika, dealing chiefly with the early 
issues. The first stamps used were German 
fiscals overprinted. Then came the I.E.F. 
stamps of India and the Mafia stamps. There 
were 6 of the N.F. stamps which were doubly 
overprinted. Mr. Hand said he had seen these 
6 stamps but that they were on the way to 
Stanley Gibbons. Dr. Mostert showed his 
Tanganyika collection. 
April 20th. 

A paper was read by Dr. Broughton on 
Postage Due stamps. He confined himself 
mostly to those of France in which country 
such stamps originated. At first the amount 
due for unpaid postage was hand-stamped or 
otherwise marked on the letter to be delivered. 
This method proved unsatisfactory and in 
1859 printed labels, like stamps, were affixed 
by the Post Office and thus Postage Due 
labels came into use. It was not very long 
before they were adopted by practically every 
stamp-issuing country. Exhibits of Postage 
Due stamps were provided by Dr Broughton 
and Prof. Wager. H.A.W. 
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Wher·e Ignorance 1s Bliss 
'Tis Folly to be Wise 

Does this apply to st.amp collecting? 

,,, 111111111111111111 111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111u 

We on9,e heard a tale of a boy in a board
ing school who was ~een by hi_s master throw
ing a lot of stamps mto the fi~e. When as½ed 
if he were giving up collectmg he replied 
brightly, "Oh, no, I'm just dE:stroying my 
duplicates so that those I keep m my collec
tion will be more valuable." 

His duplicates, be it said, were mostly ld. 
Unions, Hd. British and others equally. val1;1-
ab]e. The principle was sound even if his 
deductions were a little faulty and he has 
probably gone far as a collector. 

Some time ago we received a letter from 
a collector friend. It was not meant for 
publication but some parts of it come so apro
pos to the thoughts brought up by the pe
rusal of the notes on Rhodesian remainders 
printed on another page, that they will not 
come amiss here. 

He writes: "You ask how my stamp collect
ing is getting on. Well, not so badly ~ow 
that I have got through the stage of paymg 
for my experience, but I paid O.K. 

''As you know, I collected as a youngste_r, 
dropped it for years, and then got bitten agam 
by the craze, now I have it real badly. 

"As a former resident in South Africa, two 
of the countries I determined to collect were 
Rhodesia and Transvaal, partly just because 
I fancied them and partly because two fair
sized ready-made collections of them happened 
to come my way. To do the fellow who sold 
me them justice, I don't think he knowingly 
did me down as I don't think he knew much 
more about them than I did, but I was "had" 
all right. We did a deal on the basis of third 
catalogue, having heard somewhere that that 
was the right thing to do. But what a fine 
lot of Rhodesian cancelled remainders and 

of Transvaal reprints, fakes, and other junk 
I became the proud owner of. 

"Proud, that is to say, until a little later on, 
when I joined a philatelic society and began to 
worry my fellow members for information, also 
to take in a philatelic paper and to read all 
the philatelic literature I could lay hands on. 
Then I came to the conclusion I had been 
one of the suckers of whom it is said that 
one is born every minute. If I'd only spent 
a pound or two in this direction first I'd have 
saved myself a whole heap. 

"Now I want to ask you a question. Can I, 
now knowing what these stamps are really 
worth, pass them on to some other ignoramus 
(if I can find him) on the same terms as I 
bought them? Or, must I write them down 
to their real value when trying to dispose of 
them?" 

[To the query we replied that it was a mat
te1· between him and his conscience and not 
necessarily one between him and the police; 
-Ed.] 

Perhaps many of us could relate somewhat 
similar experiences. 

We all know collectors who are blissfully 
ignorant and who, perhaps, could not be
come wise even if they tried. They get their 
bit of fun out of their collecting, no doubt, 
so good luck to them! 

But we think that collecting stamps can 
become more interesting if it is done with 
discrimination and knowledge, and even if we 
cannot all attain to wisdom, we can at least 
acquire some knowledge. It will at any rate 
save our pockets, as our friend points out. 

Like good sermons, this advice is probably 
largely wasted, as the readers are presum
ably already amongst the converted and not 
in need of it. 

But you can pass it on, friends. You know 
some junior, just collecting blindly-open his 
eyes and lead him into the right path. Or, 
you know some older, but not wiser, collector 
spending his money foolishly and accumulat
ing rubbish. Take him in hand, but in this 
case be tactful; you do not want to lose his 
friendship by telling him bluntly he is a b.f. 
or anything else with cryptic initials. 

To you, also, we trust that not only has 
knowledge come, but wisdom lingered. 
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St. Vincent 
By 

LIAM ,v. FORSYTH, F.R.S.P.L. 
-
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1. THE PRINTINGS OF MESSRS. 
PERKINS BACON. 

The Island of St. Vincent lies in the West 
Indies about ninety-five miles to the west of 
Barbados, and was discovered by Christopher 
Columbus is 1498. It is eigmeen miles in 
length, and eleven miles wide, covering an 
area with its dependencies, of about 150 
squ;re miles. The population, as given in 
the census of 1931, is 47,961. 

In the year 1627 King Charles I. granted 
the island to the Earl of Carlisle. In 1672 
it passed to the possession of Lord Willough
by, but fifty years later was granted, with 
other islands, by King George I. to the Duke 
of Montagu. Coming once more under the 
Crown in 1783 it is now administered by the 
Governors and Council of the Windward 
Islands, of which group it forms a part. 

The postal history of St. Vincent dates from 
May 1, 1860, when the entire management of 
the Island Post Office and postal administra
tion was handed over to the Colonial authori
ties by the Imperial Government. Hitherto, 
in common with most of the other islands 
of the British West Indies, the posts had 
been under the control of the British Post
master-General. "The Post Office Act"--an 
ordinance passed by the St. Vincent Legisla
ture, became law on June 14, 1860. During 
the period from 1855 to 1862 contemporary 
British stamps were used in the capital, 
Kingstown, and these will be found post
marked A 10. The values so used were ld., 
2d., 4d., 6d., 9d. and ls. The two latter are 
of the greatest rarity. 

After the passing of the Post Office Act, 
postage stamps were ordered from England 
without loss of time, and it is on record 
that the first supply was dispatched to the 
Island on March 27, 1861. This consignment 
consisted of 934 sheets of the One Penny rose, 
and 167 sheets of the Six Pence green. Each 
sheet contained 60 stamps in six horizontal 
rows of ten. The paper was without water
mark and varies in thickness, and at least 
two distinct sets can be made. They were 
put into use immediately upon arrival, and 
the accepted date is some time in May, 1861. 

The plates were engraved is taille douce, 
and . the stamps printed by Messrs. Perkins, 
Bacon and Co., and they are amongst the very 
best of the many fine designs that this famous 
firm have executed. The head was engraved 
by J eens, from a drawing by E. H. Corbould, 
and the background is the same as was used 
by Humphrys for .the New South Wales 
1856 ld., 2d., and 3d. It is worthy of note 

that this first design was in use throughout 
a period of 38 years for all values from ld. 
to ls., the only divergencies being the hand
some 5s. of June 1880, and the modified Half
penny of December, 1881. Included in my own 
St. Vincest collection I have several die and 
plate proofs in black. 

Throughout the twenty years that the print
ing was in the hands of the original engravers 
three different perforating machines were 
used. That used for the first two issues was 
a guillotine (i.e. single-lined) machine made 
by James Griffiths of Cler ken well, and was 
first used in May or June, 1860. Being con
tinuously in use for the remainder of that 
year for perforating the stamps of Queens
land, vVestern Australia, Ceylon, St. Helena> 
Bahamas, St. Lucia, Trinidad, and other col
oni<'s, the pins and plate naturally rapidly 
became worn. It was repaired by the maker 
in January, 1861, and again placed in use 
for some of the previous colonies, and also 
Barbados, etc. This time it deteriorated with 
even greater rapidity, and by the end of one 
month the pins became too worn to make a 
clean-cut perforation. 

As the first St. Vincent stamps were sent 
out in March (and they would naturally have 
been dispatched as soon as they were ready) 
they must have been perforated by this 
machine when already part worn, and none 
could have been clean-cut. 

For many years the exact dates of the first 
two issues were very uncertain, and different 
writers have been much at variance with one 
another. Sir Edward Bacon has continually 
been acquiring such data as could be found 
bearing upon these, and in his supplement 
to the handbook written by himself and the 
late Commander F. H. Napier has dated them 
as now given in Stanley Gibbons' Catalogue. 

A copy of the 6d. yellow-green, which I 
possess, decisively confirms the fact that this 
stamp formed part of the first parcel dis
patched to the Island, as it is upon the en
tire cover clearly dated February 6th, 1862. 

My own theory regarding the date of the 
issue of the ld. with rough perforation differs 
slightly from that of Sir Edward Bacon and 
others, but is as yet, only theory, although 
dated copies may yet come to be recorded that 
would confirm it. It strikes me as being very 
strange that while there were no less than 
56,040 ld. stamps sent out in the first parcel 
and but 10,020 of the 6d., that the lower 
value-had these been all intermediate
should be so very much rarer . . . both used 
and unused ... than the higher? Personally, 
I believe that the first consignment of the 
one penny consisted of partly intermediate 
and partly rough perforation. I think that 
in all probability the 167 sheets of the sixpence 
were first passed through the perforation 
machine (and this would account for this 
value always being a trifle more clean-cut 
than any of the lower), and that then the 
much larger number of 934 sheets of the one 
penny were operated upon, and during the 
process the efficiency of the machine gradu-
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ally deteriorated until the perforation became 
rough. If this were the case, it would show 
a very good reason for the much greater 
rarity of the intermediate ld. 

If it is remembered that the machine used 
struck but one row of perforations at a time, 
necessitating it being operated 202,678 times 
to complete the 934 sheets, it may well be 
imagined that starting as it did in an already 
partly worn condition, it very quickly passed 
into the state when it produced the entirely 
rough. A copy of this stamp with rough perf. 
dated before the receipt of the second con
signment sent out on July 22, 1862, would 
turn my theory into fact. 

Both the intermediate stamps are of the 
greatest rarity unused, but one copy of the 
ld. being known; this was recently sold ex 
the Gilbert-Lodge collection. There are only 
three or four unused 6d., of which I possess 
one. The variety of the ld. imperf. vertic
ally is from two sheets ( or part sheets) , 
which· were rejected for use, some of the 
rows of perforation having been badly mis
placed. There are several blocks and strips 
in my collection. 

On May 28, 1862, another machine was pur
chased ( this time) from John Francis, of 
Islington, the gauge being intended to be 12, 
but the pins were so irregularly inserted that 
it actually varies from 11 to nearly 13. This 
machine was in use for many years, and does 
not, for all the wear it was put to, appear 
to have required any repair, and is still in 
existence, being exhibited at Caxton Hall in 
1908. It was used for many issues in con
j unction with the first machine. 

The third machine gauges about 15, show
ing a clean-cut perf. Whether this was really 
a different machine, or the first machine 
which had been again repaired is not known 
for certain, but everything points to it hav
ing been an entirely new machine. It came 
into use either in 1872 or 1873. 

(To be continued.) 

"JIPEX" 
Mr. Stanley Phillips, in Gibbons' St.amp 

Monthly announces that this is their own 
name f~r the .Johannesburg International 
Philatelic Exhibition. 

More than a year ago, when the exhibition 
was first mooted, the Philatelic Society of 
Johannesburg discussed the question of a 
"portmanteau" name for the exhibition and 
JIPEX was the favourite amongst the various 
suggestions made. No decision was come to, 
however, on the question of having a short 
title or not. 

There are advantages in a short title, if 
only the matter of convenience for reference 
in writing. 

The Society and the Exhibition Committee 
are quite willing to accept this vicarious 
christening as they feel it would be impos
sible to have more worthy or gracious God
parents for their child. 

Johannesburg expects that every godparent 
this year will do his duty! 

Donations. 
The Exhibition Committee gratefully ac

knowledges the following donations:-
The Air Mail Society. A Silver Gilt 

Medal, to be allocated to some Airmail ex
hibit. 

The Jamaica Philatelic Society. A Silver 
Medal, to be presented to the winner of any 
class selected by the Exhibition Committee. 

It was intimated by the Jamaica Philatelic 
Society that their President, Mrs. A. E. 
Spooner, expected to visit Johannesburg at 
the time of the Exhibition and to attend it 
as a delegate from her Society. 

ANOTHER UNION JUBILEE VARIETY. 
Mr. W. B. Simkins of Capetown reports 

finding a ~d. Union Jubilee (English stamp) 
showing a closed "9" in "1910" so that it 
looks like "1810." The stamp had been posted 
in Durban. 

ANNUAL STOCKTAKING OFFERS: 
UNION-1929 First Flight covers, from and to Capetown. Port Elizabeth, East London, Durban, Germiston 

and Bloemfontein, to clear at 1/6 each, set of 6 different for only 7 /6. 
UNION used in S. W.A. 1916/1922 on entires, to clear at 3/6 per dozen assorted cove1·s. 
S.W.A.-1931 Internal service covers, from and to Keetmanshoop, Rehoboth, M.ariental. Windhoek, Oka

handja, Omaruru, Otjiwamngo, Karibib, Tsumeb, Grootfontein, Swakopmund and Walvis, to clear 
at 1/- each. Set of 12 different fol' only 10/6. 

S.W.A.-1931 Fil'st Flight covers, as above, but no Karibib or Tsumeb, to clear at 1/6 each. 
Anglo-Boer War covers, mostly registered, with G.B. stamps cancelled Army and Field pmks., to clear 

at 5/6 dozen assorted covers. 
Accumulation of airmail. etc., covers, as received from all over the world, many interesting £rankings, 

commemor.atives, etc., to clear at 2/6 !)er doz. assorted covers. 

Nett, cash with order, post free. 

A. LICHTENSTEIN, B.P.A. 

P.O. Box 76, Rouxville, O.F.S. 
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I Index of Contemporary Articles 
J_ ___ _ 

)tfost of the papers indexed are available 
£or readers to borrow, but will they please 
send stamps to cover postage of anything 
they desire to have on loan? 

LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS. 

American Philatelist . . . . . . . . . . . . A.P. 
.4nnales de Philatelie (Les) . . . . . . Ann.P. 
Air Post Journal . . . . . . . . . . . . A.P.J. 
Australian St·amp Journal . . . . . . . . A.S.J. 
Australian Stamp Monthly . . . . . . A.S.M. 
British Philatelist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . B.P. 
Collectors' Club Philatelist . . . . . . . . C.C.P. 
Exchangiste Universel (L') . . . . . . . . E.U. 
Gibbons' Stamp Monthly . . . . . . . . G.S.M. 
Godden's Gazette . . . . . . : . G.G. 
Linn's lVeekly Stamp News . . . . . . . . L.W. 
London Philatelist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . L.P. 
Mekeel's Weekly Stamp News . . . . . . M.W. 
I'hilatelist (Rotte.rdam) . . . . . . . . . . Ph. 
Philatelic Journal of Great Brit·ain P.J.G.B. 
Philateliste Belge . . . . . . . . . . . . . . P.B. 
Philatelic Magazine . . . . . . . . . . . . P.M. 
Postmarke (Die) . . . . . . . . . . . . Pmk. 
Postwertzeichen (Das) . . . . . . . . . . Pw. 
Record of Philately . . . . . . . . . . . . . . R.P. 
Revue Postale (La) . . . . . . . . . . . . Rev.P. 
Scott's Monthly Journal . . . . . . . . S.M.J. 
Sieger-Post . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . S.P. 
Stamps (New York) . . . . . . . . . . . . S. 
Stamps and Cover Collecting . . . . . . S.C.C. 
Stamp Collecting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . S.C. 
Stamp Collectors' Fortnightly S.C.F. 
St-amp Loi,er . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . S.L. 
Stamp Maga.zine S.M. 

ABYSSINIA.-Ethiopie: Son service postal, 
ses emissions postales, leurs variete et 
leurs obliterations (concl.), P.R. Feh., Mar. 

ANGOLA.-Os selos de Angola. Portugal 
Filatelico, Feb., Mar. 

AUSTRIA.-Die erste Ausgabe von Oester
reich und Lombardei-Venetien, 1850-58 
(contd.), Pmk. 15 Apr. Die Telegraphen
Wertzeichen Oesterreichs, Pmk. 14 Mar. 
Die Barfrankierung von Gerichtsbriefen in 
Oesterreich, Pmk. 14 Mar. 

AUSTRALIA.-Bass Straits Cable Commem
oratives, A.S.M. Apr. The first issue of the 
Australian Commonwealth, 1913, S.L. Apr. 
Australia's Silver Jubilee Rocket Experi
ment, A.P.J. Apr. 

BELGIAN CONGO.-Commemorative Stamps, 
S.C. Mar. 21. The Lado Territory, R.P. 
Feb. 

BELGIUM.-Belgian Maritime Markings, 
A.P. Apr. Les marques postales avant le 
timbre-poste, Rev.P. Mar. Contribution a 
l'etude des obliterations belges, P.B. Feb. 
Commemorative stamps, S.C. Mar. 14. 

BERMUDA.-Commemorative stamps, S.C. 
Mar. 21. 

BOLIVIA.-Commemorative stamps, S.C. 
Mar. 28. 

BOUVET IS.-Bouvet Island, G.S.M. Mar. 
BRAZIL.-Commemorative stamps, S.C., 

Apr. 18 and 25. The "Varig" Air Post 
stamps of Brazil, S.C. May 2. 

CANADA.-Canadian stamp booklet", S.C. 
Mar. 28 

CHINA.-The Chinese air post, 1920-1935, 
C.C.P. Apr. 

CZECHO-SLOVAKIA.-Neue Luftpo3tlinien 
in der tschechslowakien Republik, Pmk. 
Mar. 14. Die Postmarken der Tschecho
slowakei, Pmk. Mar. 31. 

CHILE.-Check List of the provisional air 
stamps of Chile, A.P.J. Apr. 

COOK IS. (and NIUE) .-Jubilee Errors, 
G.S.M. Apr. 

COLOMBIA.-La S.C.A.D.T.A. et la poste 
aerienne, Ann.P. Apr. 

CYPRUS.-A study of the § piastre Cyprus 
from July, 1881, to June, 1886, P.J.G.B. Apr. 

DENMARK.-Le 2 Skilling bleu de 1851, R.P. 
Apr. Numeral "1" cancellations on· Den
mark No. 1, C.C.P. Apr. 

DOMINICA.-Dominica 1903-1921, S.C.C. 
Feb. and Mar. 

EGYPT.-The 2p. Postage Due of 1889, sur
charged "3 Milliemes, etc.," by Typography 
in Cairo, P.J.G.B. Feb. "NAAFI" Xmas 
seal, R.P. Feb. 

ESTONIA.-The stamps of Estonia (contd.), 
G.S.M. Apr. 

FALKLAND IS.-The postmarks of the Falk
land Islands Dependencies, P.J.G.B. Mar. 

FRANCE.-The dotted lozenge cancellation of 
Abbeville, G.G. Mar. Army postmarks of 
the Consulate, First republic and Napoleon 
I., R.P. Feb. and Mar. Les paquebots 
francais et leurs cachets (contd.), Ann.P. 
Apr. Les "Bureaux de passe," Ann.P. 
Les cachets des bureaux ambulants 
en France, Ann.P. Apr. 

GERMANY.-Die Prtifungsvermerke auf den 
Postsachen Marine-Angehorigen aus den 
Weltkrieg, Pmk. Apr. 15. Rhineland's un
issued stamps, S.C. Mar. 28. Die Autrags
nummern auf den Marken des Deutschen 
Reiches, Pmk. Mar. 31. Die deutsche Luft
hansa im Postverkehr, S.P. Mar. Der 
Fehldruck 800/500, Michel No. 307 F., S.P. 
Mar. Germany's Airship stamps, S.C. Apr. 
25. Die deutsche Heerespost an der West
front (contd.), Pmk. Mar. 14. 

GREAT BRITAIN.-George V., Die II., Plate 
proofs on unwatermarked paper, B.P. Feb. 
The One Penny, Plate 27, Die 2, B.P. Feb. 
One Penny Black. Plate lB, the Hybrid 
(concl.), B.P. Feb. The Prussian blue 
Jubilee, S.M. Mar. The last stamp of King 
Edward VII., G.G. Mar. British Railway 
Letter stamps (contd.), S.C. Mar. 14 and 
21, Apr. 18. Rare British Railway Letter 
stamps, P.M. M~r. 20. Lundy Is.: Stamps 
and Postal service, S.C.F. Apr. 11. British 
Naval covers, M.W. Mar. 30. The dodges 
of Dockwra, S.C. Apr. 25. 

GREECE.-The Aeroespresso Air Co.'s 
stamps of Greece, S.C. May 2. 
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GUATEMALA.-Two Guatemala varieties, 
G.G. Mar. 

HUNGARY.-lleber Nahtwasserzeichen der 
Ungarischen Marken, Mar. 31. 

IRAQ.-Postal History of Iraq, P.M. Apr. 17 
and May 1. 

JAMAICA.-Jamaica "Jubilees," S.C. May 2. 
JAPAN.-Japanese pictorial stamps, G.S.M. 

Apr. 
JUGO-SLAVIA.-Yugo-Slavia. The Chain 

Breaker Issues (concl.), S.L. Mar. and Apr. 
LAGOS.-The Posts and Postage stamps of 

Lagos (contd.), S.C. Mar. 14 and 28, Apr. 
18 and 25. 

LA TVIA.-Die Pressemarken Lettlands, Pmk. 
Mar. 14. 

MALTA.-Early postmarks of Malta, P.M. 
May 1. 

MANCHURIA.-Postage stamps of Man
churia, S.M.J. Mar. 

MOROCCO AGENCIES.-Controls not in S.G. 
Catalogue, B.P. Feb. 

NICARAGUA.-Les provisoires a multiple 
surcharge (1911), Ann.P. Apr. 

NEW HEBRIDES.-New Hebrides, P.M. Apr. 
17. 

NEW SOUTH W ALES.-Forgeries of New 
South Wales (concl.), R.P. Feb. and Mar. 

NEW ZEALAND.-Anzac Anniversary 
stamp, S.C. Mar. 7. New Zealand Notes 
(concl.), S.C.F. Feb. 29. New Zealand Notes, 
A.S.M. Mar. 

NIGERIA.-The postmarks of Nigeria, R.P. 
Feh. and Mar. 

NORWAY.-A Norwegian rarity, S. Apr. 18. 
PALE STINE.-Palestine and Trans-J ordania 

varieties, G.S.M. Apr. The designs of the 
pictorials, P.M. Mar. 20. 

PHILIPPINE IS.-The 18 centavo error, S. 
Mar. 14. 

POLAND.-Les anciennes enveloppes de 
Pologne (contd.), Ann.P. Apr. 

PUERTO RICO.-Error stamps of Puerto 
Rico, S.C.C. Feb. 

QUEENSLAND.-The stamps of Queensland, 
1882-1895 (contd.), A.S.M. Apr. 

RHODESIA.-Die II. on Plate I. of Die III., 
P.J.G.B. Apr. 

ROUMANIA.-The Postage stamps of Rou
mania (contd.), P.J.G.B. Mar. and Apr, 
Beitrage zur Geschichte der rumanischen 
Post und deren Postwertzeichen mit be
sondere Berticksichtigung der Poststempel 
(contd.), Pmk. Mar. 14, Apr. 15. 

ST. LUCIA.-Scenic stamps from St. Lucia, 
S.C. Mar. 14. 

SARAWAK.-The stamps and Post offices of 
Sarawak (contd.), S.L. Feb., Mar., Apr. The 
2 cent. provisional of 1874, P.J.G.B. Apr. 

SIAM.-The constitution surcharge of Siam, 
S.L. Mar. 

SOUTH AFRICA.-Romance of the Post in 
S. Africa, S.C. Mar. 14. Malcolm Camp
bell Air Mail (at Verneuk Pan), S.C. Apr. 
4. Africa's Airways and Airma:tls. S., Apr. 
4. and 11. S. Africa's Airmail History, 
S.A. Railways and Harb. Mag. Mar. 

TURKS. IS.-Jubilee stamps, S.C. Apr. 4. 
TUSCANY.-The stamps of Tuscany, M.W. 

Mar. 30. 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.-Texas 
centennial stamps, L.W. Feb. 15, A.P. Mar., 
S. Mar. 7, 14, 21 and 28. The various 
kinds of U.S. Essays and Proofs (contd.), 
M.W. Feb. 17 and 24, Mar. 2. Pre-Cancels, 
M.W. Mar. 2. The U.S. 2 cent green of 
1887, A.P. Mar. Standardized hand stamp 
cancellations on the bank note issues, A.P. 
Mar. and Apr. American Rocket Airplane, 
A.P.J. Feb. and Mar. China Clipper flight, 
S. Feb. 29. Rhode Island stamp, S.C. Apr. 
4. The Pony Express of 1860-61, S.M.J. 
Mar. and Apr. U.S. 2 c. postage stamp 
of 1920 (contd.), S.M.J. Apr. U.S. postage 
stamps of the 20th century, C.C.P. Apr. 

VICTORIA.-The postage stamps of Victoria 
(contd.), A.S.M. Apr. 

WEST AUSTRALIA.-West Australia Gold
fields Air Mail, P.M. Apr. 17. 

MISCELLANEOUS.-Proofs and Essays of 
the World, S.M. Mar. and Apr. The first bal
loon posts (contd.), S.M. Mar. Jubilee jot
tings, S.C. Mar. 7, 14, 28, Apr. 4, May 2. Why 
Portuguese colonial stamps are my favour
ites (concl.), S.C. Mar. 7. Messrs. De la 
Rue's abandonment of the "Master Plate" 
process for recess printed stamps, P.J.G.B. 
Feb. The Silver Jubilees, M.W. Feb. 17. 
The incorrect colour name "Lake," S. and 
C.C. Feb. The Transnorma: Sorting let
ters by machine, S.L. Mar. Les marques 
postales des armees navales pendant la 
guerre de 1914-1919, E.U. Apr. 1. Seebeck 
Issues, S. Apr. 4. Double prints and 
blurred impressions in recess printed 
stamps, P.J.G.B. Apr. 

NY ASALAND "JUBILEES." 
Mr. L. J Davidson of Limbe has supplied 

the following figures anent the numbers of 
Nyasaland Jubilee stamps sold and the num
bers returned to store and destroyed. 

ld. 2d. 3d. ls. 
Sold . . . . 484,615 302,781 53,074 42,480 
Destroyed . 507,185 99,279 26 75 

Some recent printings of the Union M. 
stamps, of a rather dark shade of green, show 
vertical lines running through several rows 
of stamps at the lower right-hand corner of 
the sheets. There are two varieties of lines • 
a green line in the outermost vertical ro~ 
of stamps, situated just to the left of the 
head-plate; and a black line in the third row 
from the right, in front of the springbok's 
nose, but this line extends over the frame~ 
plate area as well. 

~!11!!1":!,,,lll!' --~p■ ... _ .. 
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;...'11111[1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111: 

~-i::=== THE STORY BEHIND THE NEW I 
GUINEA AIR MAILS. 

By "S.Z." 

§ (Cont. from p. 77 of May issue). 
?.,,,1111111111111111111111111111,1111111111111~111111111111111111111111111,111111111111111111~. 

Loaded with a 50 pound pack of rice, bought 
by the white man at an exorbitant price, the 
carrier consumed as necessary food 15 pounds 
of it before he reached his destination and 
apart from this depletion, would often throw 
a precious ten pounds away, in order to 
lighten his load, if the boss boy were not 
vigilant. 

Even the richest goldfield could not con
tinue under such conditions, with the cream 
,of its yield gone. Here was a mighty trans
port problem to solve. Road building across 
the ra_zor like mountain tops was out of ques
tion. The danger of landslides precluded this 
being attempted. 

C. J. Levien was the first to realise that 
transportation must be by air if the field was 
to survive. That was in 1924. In the mean
time, news of fabulous gold fields reached 
Australia and each boat arriving at Salamua, 
the nearest port, was overcrowded with men 
eager to discover fortune in the sluicing boxes. 
The transport problem, therefore, became 
then more acute than ever. 

At last, in 1927, the first aeroplane pur
chased by Levien's company "Guinea Gold No
Liability," a De Havilland 37, landed on the 
hastily prepared aerodrome at Wau. It was 
a memorable day not only for Levien, but for 
the natives as well, who considered this "white 
pigeon" a superhuman affair. 

The plane was designed to carry a payload 
of eleven hundred pounds, including pilot and 
petrol and despite such a small carrying 
capacity, did three weeks' work 0f 250 car
riers in one day. 

The transport problem, however, was far 
from being solved. Stores and general cargo 
could be carried by this small aircraft, but 
not machinery, especially dredges. In the 
meantime the number of planes in constant 
use was increasing. As Levien's company 
could not legally trade as a "public carrier," 
·a second company, "Guinea Airways" was 
founded. Thus was floated what was to be 
the most successful commercial aviation com
,pany in the world. 

The small D.R. and Moths used in 1928 and 
1929 could not cope with the ever increasing 
cargoes, passengers and mails. British built 
planes were unsuitable, but Germany, owing 
to the restrictions put on her by the Peace 
Treaty on plane building for military pur
poses, could concentrate more on commercial 
planes; and so a suitable machine was found 
in the Junkers' factories. These were all 
metal planes with a useful load of 2,820 

pounds, more than double that of the De 
Ha villands. 

The first two Junkers proved a huge suc
cess and more machines were soon shipped to 
Autralia and flown from there to New Guinea. 
By 1929 the fleet of "Guinea Airways" com
prised four W34 Junkers with auxiliary 
Moths. As far back as June, 1928, "Guinea 
Airways" had carried a world's record cargo. 
Now they were breaking their own records 
in fast succession. Merrily the pilots flew, 
carrying houses in sections, poultry, eggs, live 
bullocks, pigs and sheep; the Wau hotel in 
sections, billiard tables, pianolas and a baby 
pram; bags of potatoes, rice and onions. Even 
a Ford flies in New Guinea. Transport grew 
so fast that planes were carrying six hun-· 
dred tons of freight per month, another 
world's record, made in Britain's wild colonial 
Empire, thanks to the driving force of C. J. 
Levien. 

The maximum carrying capacity of the fleet 
was then 24,000 pounds. It would have taken 
a thousand carriers to transport that quan
tity by the methods used in the early days. . 

The rate for luggage and cargo was ls. 
per pound and 3d. for each ounce of gold. The 
largest parcel of gold brought down from the 
field fo one flight was ten thousand ounces; 
then worth only £30,000. If that plane had 
crashed in the forest, someone years later 
might have found a ready made gold mine. 

The successes of "Guinea Airways" soon at
tracted other companies, who operated with 
varying degrees of success. But few of these 
aerial adventures survived; some crashed and 
some were absorbed by "Guinea Airways," 
who from May 1, 1927, to 31st May, 1931, 
carried 5,490 passengers, 5,783,278 pounds of 
general cargo and 377,243 pounds of machin
ery. All this quantity has been carried with 
only one life lost. 

But even the big W34 could not transport 
over the mountains the heavier parts of the 
dredges, necessary for rapid exploitation of the 
field. Besides the hydro-electric power plant, 
the first two dredges would weigh 25 hundred 
tons. Air transport on such a scale appeared 
then fantastic. However, again Germany 
came to the reseue, this time with the G31 
Junkers with a maximum useful lift of three 
tons. The first of these machines reached 
Salamua in 1931 and when assembled, it 
dwarfed the W34 and even the hangars. Soon 
two similar aircraft arrived and it was clear 
now that the transportation of the huge 
dredges by air, which to many seemed a sheer 
impossibility, was going to be realised; and 
quickly too. In one month in 1931 the "Guinea 
Airways" carried over the mountains not less 
than 581 tons, a far greater quantity of car
go than the combined air fleets of the world 
had transported during the previous 
Twelve months. 

By March, 1932, the first dredge was of
ficially named and put into operation. It was 

 Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022 



June, 1936. THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST 87 

a memorable day for the small community at 
the Bulolo gold fields and for the many visi
tors, brought in batches of forty by the G31's. 

Mr. C. J. Levien died two months before 
this date and one may conjecture that the many 
onlookers felt something to be lacking in the 
physical absence of his personality. Never
theless the spirit of this pioneer lives on, if 
only in the sound of the field's clattering 
machinery. 

Four mor2 dredges have since b2en put into 
operation, having been transported in the 
same manner as the first one. The latest £1 and 
£2 air mail stamps, issued only a short while 
back, pay homage to this almost incredible 
feat, by displaying the G31 in flight over the 
gold fields. 

Where fifteen years ago, the stillness of 
the jungle was interrupted only by the beat
ing of the war drums and by the harsh calls 
of the Paradise Bird, to-day dynamos hum 
day and night, wheels revolve and the mam
moth dredge buckets slowly rise and then 
flounder forward with slow precision to dig 
deep in the soft, tropical earth . . . 

Above this strange scene of the modern 
machine at work in the vegetated midst of 
the age-old and primeval jungle, tower the 
evergreen mountains of New Guinea. If they 
could only speak, this sight would surely en
gender in them a strange tale of paradox
of great hardship endured for so little-of 
privations and strivin6 s for a dull metal, 
,,,hich in the eyes of Mother Earth is no 
better intrinsically than the meanest pebble 
rolling on the ocean floor. 

PHILATELIC LITERATURE 

It is notorious that stamp collectors as a 
rule are more averse to studying the phila
telic literature of their particular group or 
country or to consulting the researches of 
others in that direction than are any other 
group of collectors. The fact is admitted. 
Still more so are the majority indifferent to 
adding to what has already been discovered 
unless, perhaps, such discovery is a chance 
one, and then, usually, it is kept a closely 
guarded secret in case someone else may take 
advantage of it to their monetary gain. Their 
collecting is almost invariably done on hap
hazard lines with the sole guide of one cata
logue which is regarded as the sole existing 
Gospel and Epistle. 

The collector of china, glass, etc., realises 
that he can only obtain a true knowledge of 
what interests him and not only enjoy his 
hobby to the full, but protect himself against 
frauds and pitfalls, by a very careful study 
of every available source of information. 

The stamp collector, on the other hand, 
blindly trusts his catalogue, considering all 
that therein is as pure gold and what is 
outside to be but a myth, and, at some later 
date, wails and gnashes his teeth when he 
finds that he has been "sold a pup." He even 
chooses to close his eyes to the fact that a 
catalogue can be but a list of what the com
piler has to off er and of which he wishes to 
unburden himself. Therefore must the foolish 
collector invariably miss much pleasure and 
profit, monetary or mental. 

-"Stamp Collectors' Fortnightly." 

RARE BRITISH COLONIALS 
are my speciality 

The ideal method of collecting is to have one of my 
approval selections of rare British Colonials beside 

your own collection. 

SELECTIONS SENT ON APPROVAL 
TO ANY PART OF THE WORLD. 

The cheapest dealer in the World for British Colonial 
Rarities is: 

T. ALLEN 
5, BLAKE HALL ROAD 

LONDON, E.11 
WANSTEAD, 

ENGLAND. 
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AIR SERVICES FOR SMALL TOWNS. 
Probable development in the future. A 

recent application by Kroonstad to be in
cluded on the schedule of the Rand-Cape air 
service as a stopping place was refused, but 
the possibility of the inclusion of smaller 
towns in the schedule of future feeder ser
vices is mentioned. 

Two South African pilots are on their way 
to England to pilot back the first two Air
speed-Envoys which will shortly be added to 
the existing fleet of South African Airways. 

As soon as these machines are in commis
sion a complete reorganisation of the 
schedule of air services in the Union will 
take place. 

"FLYING OVER THE EMPIRE." 
Photographic Exhibition at the Transvaal 

Museum. Visitors to the Transvaal Museum, 
Market Street, Pretoria, will, during the 
period of May 25 to June 23, have the pleasure 
of seeing one of the finest collections of 
photographs ever shown in this country, en
titled "Flying over the Empire," which have 
been assembled by Imperial Airways in co
operation with "The Times." 

These photographs have already been ex
hibited in Great Britain, Australia and Can
ada, and are now being shown in various 
towns in the Union. 

Pictures of the different types of aircraft 
used over various sections of the route, give 
an accurate idea of their size and general 
construction together with general views of 
the various routes. 

The Lusaka Aerodrome which has been out 
of use for the past few months has now been 
reconditioned, passengers and mails are be
ing accepted for Lusaka where Imperial Air
ways have resumed calling since the 3rd May. 

THE FLYING-BOAT ROUTE TO SOUTH 
AFRICA. 

Officials of Imperial Airways are now con
stantly consulting with the various authori
ties at sea-ports on the East Coast of Africa 
which are to be served next year, by the giant 
flying-boats operating on the new East Coast 
route to South Africa. 

Preparations are actively in hand for the 
provision of the facilities · which will be re
quired by these big aircraft at the various 
points at which they are scheduled to alight. 
The new flying-boat route will enter Kenya 
at Kisumu, as heretofore. 

From Kisumu the aircraft will fly to 
Mombasa - afterwards following a coastal 
route from Mombasa down to Durban. 

Internal South African air services, oper
ated by means of fast land-planes, will con
nect at various points with the main flying
boat route. 

ROMANCE OF THE ENGLAND
AUSTRALIA AIR ROUTE. 

With the departure from London of the 
air mail for Australia on the 6th May, a 
fresh landmark had been reached in the his
tory of the great 12,000 miles England
Australia air route. 

When this particular service from London 
reached Singapore on the 14th May, it will 
connect with the first of the twice-weekly 
duplicated services which Qantas Empire 
Airways-associated company of Imperial 
Airways-are to operate over the sections of 
the Australian route between Singapore and 
Brisbane. 

The institution of this twice-weekly Bris
bane-Singapore service, connecting ,vith 
the arrival and deparure of the air 
liners of Imperial Airways, will have 
the effect of providing two services in each 
direction weekly, right through between Lon
don and Brisbane. 

SUDAN "ETIQUETTE" ERROR. 

The only major error in official air post 
labels of the British Empire made its appear
ance in Sudan in December, 1935. 

Current etiquettes of the Sudan are printed 
with framed English, French and Arabic in
scriptions, in black, on a pale blue moire back
ground to the same size as the black frame. 
The English portion of the inscription "BY 
AIR MAIL" occupies one third of the space. 
In the December printing the third row ( of 
five labels) from the top of the sheet was 
wrongly printed "BY AIR MIAL." The en
tire issue was withdrawn immediately the er
ror was discovered. 

Francis J. Field. 

ASCENSION STAMPS. 

The_ C~own Agen~s have notified that any
one wIShmg to obtam supplies of stamps from 
Ascension should apply to the Postmaster, St. 
Helena, for them, and not to Ascension direct. 
On ac~ount of the small staff employed at 
Ascens10n co1Tespondence, etc., 1s liable to be 
delayed. 

B. & K. 
The fir?l that supplies the stamps others cannot. 
Our Prices are reasonable, though in some cases 
not so low as. quotations elsewhere, but we can 
fill most reqmrements. We aim to be able to 
supply 

ANY STAMP OF ANY COUNTRY 
il;nd can generally offer most stamps of a want 
hst, however difficult, Prices average half cata
logue. Let us know your requirements. We 
never worry with unwanted selections. 

1933 Price List of British Colonial Stamps. 
100 Pages . . . Price One Shilling. 

(Refunded against purchases.) 

B & K Special Offers - No. 10 - free on request. 

BRIDGER & KAY, LTD. 
170 STRAND LONDON, W.C.2. 
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JOHANNESBURG 

INTERNATIONAL PHILATELIC 
EXHIBITION 
in conjunction with the 

BRITISH EMPIRE EXHIBITION 

SOUTH AFRICA-1936 
November 2 to 14, 1936 

Under the auspices of the 

PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF JOHANNESBURG 

PARl 1. 
Exhibits "By Invitation" only. 
Many of the world's best col12ctions 
will be represented. 

PART 2. 
Competitive. " Africa South of the 
Equator." If you have any sort of 
a collection of Southern African 
Stamps, whether it be of Honour, 

Research, Specialized, or Ordinary 
grade, there will be an opportunity 
for it to compete. Start getting it 
in order now. 

Programmes and Entry Forms may 
be obtained from : 

The Hon. Secretary, 
Exhibition ,Committee, 

P.O. Box 4967, 
JOHANNESBURG. 

The scope of Section 25 ( Rarities or items of special interest) has been widened 
to the whole world. Entries in this Section need not, therefore, be limited to coun
tries in Africa south of the equator. 

Insurance rates for collections in transit and/ or in the hands of the exhibition 
committee can now be given on application. 

The Johannesburg Publicity Association states officially that the rumour that 
accommodation will not be obtainable during the period of the Exhibition is untrue. 
But, the city will undoubtedly be crowded and early booking by visitors is advisable. 
If in any difficulty apply to the Publicity Association, P.O. Box 4580, Johannesburg. 

Make your arrangements novv to spend your annual holiday in Johannesburg in 

November next and se2 the finest collection of stamps ever brought together in 

South Africa. Probably the greate:::;t evor shown in the Southern Hemisphere. 
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NEW YORK EXHIBITION STAMPS. 

In honour of the Third International Phila
telic Exhibition in New York-TIPEX-held 
last month, the U.S. Post Office issued a 
special imperforate souvenir pane of four 
recent commemoratives. These were all 3c. 
stamps, the Connecticut Tercentenary, Cali
fornia Pacific Exposition, Michigan Centen
nial and Texas Centennial. The sheets were 
printed in purple ink and were gummed, but 
not perforated. Appropriate inscriptions are 
carried on the four margins. These sheets 
were only obtainable at the Philatelic Agency 
in Washington and at the branch operated by 
the Agency at and during the Exhibition. 

NATAL FIELD FORCE CANCELLATION. 

\Vith reference to the 4th variety of N.F.F. 
cancellation discovered by Mr. Sharpe and 
figured in our March number Mr. R. Axer 
writes that he has been in communication 
with several members of the P.O. staff who 
,vere on active service at the time these can
cellations were in use. They all confirm his 
own opinion that no I.N.F.F. (Indian Natal 
Field Force) cancellation was ever employed. 

His explanation is that the cancelling was 
done with a soft rubber stamp which, in the 
warm Natal climate, soon wore down and 
that then, if the stamp were pressed down 
rather more heavily on the left side of the 
frame would make the mark which looks 
like an "I" in front of the "N." 

The March number of the South African 
Railways and Harbours .Magazine contained 
a very interesting article by Mr. L. A. Wynd
ham on "South Africa's Air Mail History." 
It is beautifully illustrated by pictures of his
toric aeroplanes, cards, and covers. 

REVIEW OF .PHIU!TELY INCORPOR
ATED WITH THE .PHILATELIC MAGA

ZINE. 
This is the last occasion on which the 

Review of Philately will figure in the list 
of journals from which our list of contemp
orary articles is compiled. Mr. Hurt has run 
this for twelve numbers in the interests 
mainly of postal history, but finds it too 
much of a strain to carry on as a one-man 
job. 

\\·e regret its passing as it has always con
tained matter of much interest. Fortunately, 
however, Mr. Hurt is not losing his interest 
in the historical side of philately. With the 
incorporation of his child by the Philatelic 
Magazine he joins the staff of the latter and 
,ve may look forward to seeing similarly in
teresting articles from his pen in its pages. 

KING EDWARD VIII. ESSAYS. 

At the April meeting of the Johannesburg
Philatelic Society, Mr. J. A. Bremner showed 
a set of Essays for certain values oi new 
British stamps with the head of King Edward 
VIII. The design is a bold one but whether 
it is to be adopted or not has not been settled. 
Only a couple of dozen of these essays were 
printed. of which onlv five .sets were sold t 0 

the public. Mr. Bremner is to be congratu
lated in having obtained possession of one of 
them. 

Mr. B. L. Cairncross of Pretoria reports 
that the M. sheets, which were recently be
ing printed with gutters down the centre, 
but without top or bottom margins, have been 
superseded by sheets with the usual four 
margins, arrows at the centres and sides, and 
with sheet numbers appearing twice on the 
right-hand margins. 

He further records that the only (minor) 
variety he was able to detect in the new 
sheets was a slight defect in the perforations 
at the top of the 1st row and again be
~ween the_ 11th and 12th rows. The perforat
mg machme had apparently not moved quite 
the ~sual v~rtical distance so that the per-
forat10ns slightly overlap. · 

LUNDY ISLAND. 
The Philatelic .Magazine issues a warning 

notice about a forthcoming issue of so-called 
stamps for the conveyance of :mail from 
Lundy Is. to the mainland. In the first 
place there is no need for any such mail 
'.1-nd in the second no one has authority to 
issue s!a.mps within the British Isles except 
the Bn~1sh Post Office. This is a private 
speculat10n whose only justification is the 
exploitation of credulous stamp collectors. 

JUBILEE ERRORS IN COOK IS. AND 
NIUE. 

Mr. C. P. Rang, in G·ibbon's Stamp 
Monthly, reports the discovery of a wrong
fount type error in the overprinted Jubilees 
of Cook Is. and Niue. There is a narrow 
"B" and a narrow "K," each of these errors 
occurring sixteen times on a sheet of eicrhty 
stamps. ~ 

Collectors will be well advised to look over 
tl:ieir stamps of these colonies for these varie
ties. 

The New Zealand group of ,Jubilees promise 
to run the South Africans close in matters 
of philatelic interest and value. 

NEW Hd. UNION STAMP. 
Mr. Wyndham informs us that as a result 

of a question asked in Parliam'ent the in
formation has been elicited that the des!gn 
for the ~ew H~. stamp has been decided upon. 
The des1~n, which is the work of the Govern
ment Prmter's staff, is to be one illustrative 
of_ !he _Mining. Industry. (Presumably gold 
mmmg m parhcular.-Ed.) 

DUTCH EAST INDIES. 
40 Different Stamps, 2s. 5d. 

60 Differtnt Stamps, Y.-T. Cat. value 
fr. 100-for 6s. 5d., postage free. 

C. J. de RIDDER, 
Embong Brantas 13, 

MALANG (Java), D.E.I. 

 Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022 



Jur.e, 1936. THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST 

THE INDEPENDENT PAPER .THAT BY IT'S 
. IMPARTIAL ADVICE SAVES YOU MANY TIMES 

J 

THE SMALL COST OF SUBSCRIPTION 

EDITED BY 
ALBERT.H. 

HARRIS 

SPECIMENS ( 
FREE FOR ALL 
YOUR FRIENDS 

CONDUCTED BY A 
COLLECTOR FOR COLLECTORS 

IMPARTIAL NEWS 
FEARLESS CRITICISMS 

ORIGINAL STUDIES OF 
OLD ISSUES AND NEW 

FIRST HAND NEWS FROM 
EVERVWHE RE 

NOTHING KEPT BACK 

BEST BUYING MEDIUM 

BARRISlllS71\ANDLONDO'N 
[PLEASE CALL] 
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r~~ ·······--·······~~ 
• • i N evv Issue Chronicle ! 
l Kindly supplied by Mr. R. Roberts f 
t 450 Strand, London. ♦ L _______ -- _____ ,t 

ARGENTINE.-New general issue, various 
designs. 15c. blue, cattle; 25c. vieux rose, 
agriculture; 30c. orange brown, sheep; 40c. 
mauve, sugar canes; . 50c. red, petroleum 
station in sea, lP. sepia and pale blue, map 
of S. America; 2P. maroon and blue, frmt 
culture; 5P. dp. blue and olive, cataracts of 
Iguazu; l0P. maroon and blk., grape cul
ture· 20P. blue grn. and maroon, alcodon. 

BELG iAN CONGO.-Air Mail, S.G. 71. 3fr. 
brown lake overprinted in blue "3.50F." 

BERMUDA._:._New pictorial set. §d .. green, 
pictorial no King's head; ld. carmme and 
blk., rodky coast scene, with King's head 
in medallion; Ud. purple °?rn; and bl½,, 
rocky coast scene, with Kmg s head. m 
medallion; 2d. grey blue and blk., y~chti~g, 
no King's head; 2id. dp. blue, pictorial, 
King's head in medallion; 3d.. l~ke and 
black Government Bldg., no Kmg s head; 
6d. purple and lake, pictorial, no King's 
head; ls. deep green, same as 2M.; ls. 6d. 
sepia, same as ~d. 

BHOPAL.-Service Provisional Surcharges. 
"THREE" 

PIES in red on 2a. ultramarine S.G. 
316. 
"ONE" 
ANN A in red on 2a. ultramarine S.G. 316 

do. in blue on 4a. chocolate S.G. 317. 
BRAZIL.-Issued to commemorate the 300th 

anniversary of Cameta 24th December 1635/ 
1935, design pictorial view of Cameta. 209r. 
buff; 300r. yellow green. Commemorative 
of the Numismatical Congress, 1936. 300r. 
purple brown. 

BULGARIA.-S.G. type 101, without hori
zontal coloured frame lines. lL. pale green, 
S.G. No. 304. 

COCHIN.-Line engraved, S.G. type 18. 
Printed by Messrs. Perkins, J:ac~n and qo., 
one of the last printed by this firm. 2 pies 
sepia. 

EGYPT.-New modified type. 20m. deep blue. 
ESTONIA.-Charity issue, Coat of Arms 

type. 10+10s. green and dp. purple; 15+ 
15s. carmine and ultramarine; 25+25s. 
grey blue and vermillion; 50+50s. blk. and 
orange yel. Typographed issue, portrait of 
the President, small format 20 x 23mm., 
perf. 14 no wmk. ls. black brn.; 2s. yellow 
grn.; 5s. emerald; 6s. brt. claret: 10s. 
turquoise; 20s. brt. mauve; 50s. red brown. 

FRANCE.-Commemorative. Portrait of 
Andre Marie Ampere, born at Lyon 1775, 
died 1836. Author of electro-dynamic 
theory. 75c. dark brown. Stamp issued in 
aid of Refugees. 75c.+50c. purple. Alle
gorical female figure, signifying fraternity, 
standing on globe, bearing a torch. 

FRENCH MIDDLE CONGO.-Issue of 1932 
overprinted in black with two bars and 

"AFRIQUE EQUATORIALE 

FRANCAISE" in two lines. 
The values are the same as Middle Congo 
except the 30c., 45c., 65c., lfr., lfr.25, 
lfr.75, 2fr. and 3fr. which do not appear 
to be overprinted at all. le. bro-wn; 2c. 
greenish blue; 4c. bronze green; 5c. dp. 
mauve; 10c. dp. blue green; 15c. purple; 
20c. red/rose; 25c. orange; 40c. chestnut; 
50c. slate purple; 75c. black/rose; 90c. 
carmine/rose; lfr.50 blue; 5fr. steel blue; 
lOfr. black; 20fr. brown. . _ 

GERMANY.-Zeppelin Commemorative. New 
type, zeppelin flying over i;he sea. These 
are issued in commemorat10n of the LZ 
129 to North America. 50pf. blue; 75pf. 
deep green. 

INDIA -Inscribed "INDIA POSTAGE" over
. print~d "SERVICE." Printed at Xasik 
from old De la Rue plates. 4a. sage green. 

LIT HU ANIA.-Air Mail, map showing flight 
from America to Europe and portrait of 
F. Vaitkus. 15c. claret; 30c. green; 60c. 
ultramarine. 

MALAY A.-Straits Settlements: New type, 
as previous values, inscribed "MALA YA" 
at top and "STRAITS SETTLEMENTS" at 
foot. $2 carmine and green. 
Negri Sembilan: New tyI?e, as previ?us 
values. 25c. carmine and hlac; $1 carmrne 
and blk/blue. 
Paha,ng: New type, as previous values. 25c. 
carmine and liac; $1 carmine and blk./blue. 
Perak: New type, as previous values. 25c. 
carmine and lilac; $1 carmine and blk./blue. 
Selan_qo'r: (Inscribed "MALAYA" only) 
25c. Mosque, as before (Transverse) $1 
profile portrait of Rajah (Uprig_ht). 25c. 
scarlet and lilac; $1 scarlet and olk./blue. 

MANCHURIA.-2f. yellow green, S.G. type 
11; 4f. sage green, S.G. type 12; 6f. rosine, 
S.G. type 1; 13f. pale chocolate, S.G. type 2. 

NEW ZEALAND.-Pictorial issue, id. green, 
inverted wmk. Pictorial new shade, ld. car
mine red, inverted wmk. Pictorial nffw shade, 
Hd. lilac brn., inverted ( also reversed) . 

NICARAGUA.-1929/31 Air Mail with en
graved overprint "Resello 1935" inscribed 
in tablet on the right side vertically read
ing upwards. 15c. violet; 20c. yellow grn.; 
25c. greenish blk.; 30/50c. orange S.G. 885; 
35/50c. pale blue S.G. 886; 40c./1C. yellow 
S.G. 887; 50c. sepia; 55c./1 C. green S.G. 
888; 1 Cordova, vermillion. 

PARAGUAY.-New colour, design S.G. type 
122, Chaco Boundary Dispute lP.50 over
printed in red with large "C." 

SORIN AME.-Low values ic.-7k. ship type, 
higher values, portrait of the Queen. ½c. 
brown; le. yel. grn.; He. brt. blue; 2c. 
sepia; 2Jc. dp. green; 3c. dp. blue; 4c. 
orange vermillion; 5c. grey; 6c. scarlet; 
nc. purple; 10c. red; 12k. grey grn.; 15c. 
blue; 20c. yel. orange; 21c. grey; 25c. 
claret; 30c. purple; 35c. olive bistre; 50c. 
olive grn.; lGL. grey blue; lGL.50 sepia; 
2GL.50 mauve. 
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SWEDEN.-300th Anniversary of the Post 
Office. The 50 green, imp. x p.10 has ap
peared on thicker paper, on which the de
sign does not show through on the back. 

SWITZERLAND.-Air Mail, printed in dif
ferent shades on the new ribbed paper 
showing very few fine threads. Perf. lH. 
25c. deep blue, S.G. type 34; 35c. ocre and 
deep chestnut, 41; 40c. sage green and deep 
myrtle, 41; Fr.1 purple, 37; Fr.2 choco• 
late and brown on buff, 42. 

SZE CHU AN.-China stamps overprinted in 
black 2k. claret Martyr type; 3c. brown 
Martyr type. 

YUNNAN.-China Sun Yat Sen, type 58 
(II.) overprinted in black. 5c. green. 

AMERICAN PHILATELIC CONGRESS. 

The U.S.A. (United States of America not 
Union of South Africa) have adopted the 
idea of a Philatelic Congress, that is, an an
nual meeting of Philatelic Societies at which 
the business is largely reading of original 
papers. 

The initiation of Congress was largely due 
to the energy of Mr. Eugene Klein, of Phila
delphia, whom South African readers will be 
interested to learn has accepted the post of 
Commissioner for the U.S.A. for the Johan
nesburg Exhibition and has already obtained 
promises of several exhibits from America. 

Mr. Klein has been kind enough to send 
us a copy of the proceedings of the 1st Con
gress, held in Philadelphia on 27 and 28 
December, 1935. 

In this are published 20 original papers on 
philatelic themes, presented by invitation at 
the Congress meeting. Many of these deal 
with subjects of general philatelic interest, 
e.g., Trends in philatelic journalism, Print
ing processe5, Museum philately, to take but 
a few titles at random. There are rnven 
articles dealing particularly with U.S. sub
jects and two specifically with foreign coun
tries, viz., Lithuania and China. 

AUSTRALIAN COMMEMORATIVES. 
Mr. Leslie G. Poole informs us that on 1st 

April there were issued two stamps, 2d. and 
3d. values, commemorating the opening of 
submarine telephone communication between 
Tasmania and the mainland of Australia. 

Also that on or about the 1st July there 
win be two more issues of the same value 
in honour of the Centennary of South .Aus
tralia. These will be line engraved and ro
tary printed, the design showing (left) the 
original settlement at Adelaide and, (right) 
Adelaide of 1936, with the "Proclamation 
Tree" at Glenelg in the centre, surmounted 
by a ram's head. 

We have since seen the "cable stamps." The 
design is that of a fair lady (? a modern 
Amphitrite) standing in a scallop shell on the 
waters of Bass Strait, with the cable in her 
hand, one end of it shown landing at Apollo 
Bay,. Victoria, and the other at Stanley, Tas
mania. 

A NEW AUSTRALIAN PHILATELIC 
PAPER. 

Philately in Australia must be going strong. 
vVe have received the first number of a new 
monthly, entitled Philately in Australia. 

There is not, so far at any rate, much in 
the way of "highbrow" or serious original 
matter in it, but plenty of small items of news, 
some of them mainly of local interest, others 
culled from the world's philatelic press. 

An interesting supplement, which, it is 
stated, will run over some twenty :monthly 
numbers, is entitled an "Outline of World 
History for Philatelists." The present sec
tion deals with the Earth in time and space 
and with the early civilizations of Egypt and 
Mesopotamia. The history is illustrated by 
appropriate stamps. 

It is published by Mr. R. M. Younger, P.O. 
Box 2273, Melbourne, and the subscription 
rate is 6s. per annum. 

COLLECTORS' WANTS 
AND OFFERS 

(Twopence per word per insertion with 
minimum of 2/- per insertion). 

"Specimen Stamps.''-Great Britain, 
British Colonial and Foreign wanted. 

Saul A. Klagsbrun, P.O. Box 846, Pre·· 
toria. 

Swaziland. - Unusual items, covers, 
Transvaal and other stamps used in 
Swaziland (vide postmarks) required 
by 

A. E. Basden, P.O. Box 238, Pretoria. 

I am very anxious to get Machine Post-
marks, private and post office, slogans, 
special cancellations, active service 
postmarks, etc., of the Union and S.W. 
Africa. 

C. L. L. Murray, Box 322, Murraysburg. 

Colombia.-Wholesale for dealers. List 
free. 

Blencowe, Apa,rtado 2155, Bogota, Co-
I 

lombia, South A merfoa. 

Exchange desired with private collectors 
British Colonies. All letters answered. 

W. Freame, 40 Orrong Road, Elstern-
wick, Victoria, Australia. 

Gold Coast.-Early issues, fine used. 
Special Postmarks. Mint. Wanted. 

William Redford, Allbret Building, 9 
Fraser Street, Johannesburg. 
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RHODESIAN REMAINDERS. 
The 1910 issue of the old territory con

tinues in demand. Like many series of this 
country, one must beware of _the postmarked 
remainders. Generally, the right dates were 
employed, but they are not dif~icult to tell, 
so neat and usually going over .1ust a corner 
of the stamp. They are all right as space
fillers, p1·ovided one remembers th~y are only 
worth one-fifth or less of the genume postally 
used copies. The catalogue prices refer to 
the latter, one presumes. 

According to the official Check List of Rho
desia, published in the P.~. a f_ew ye8:rs ago, 
and compiled by the Philatelic Society of 
Rhodesia, the £1 error of co~our, 1910, was 
never sold in any post office in Rhodesia, 
and its inclusion in the catalogue without com
ment as to status seems to be an anachronism. 
I believe about 100 copies were included 
amongst the remainders and were not post
marked like the others, as they had never 
been in use. They are not the only variet·e3 
in these remainders that did not receive any 
cancelling stamp. 

The 1898 issue was in use over ten years, 
but genuine used copies over 5s. are quite 
::ocarce whilst the cancelled to o:;:der abound. 

The' £1 is frequently seen overprinted in 
violet ("Rhodesia") instead of black. This 
is believed to be only from the :remainders. 
It was not given in the above mentioned of
ficial check list, and despite catalogue quo
tations, is probably commoner than genuine 
used copies of the £1 1909 as issued with the 
normal black overprint. The 7s. 6d. over
printed "Rhodesia" was not in use long, and 
here again genuinely used copies are quite 
scarce. 

Coming to the 1913 issue of Rhodesia, these 
have perhaps suffered by over elaboration 
and are not quite as high as they were. They 
have not suffered from remainders, however, 
and are quite a good buy at current market 

prices which, it should be noticed, are in many 
cases very substantially below catalogue 
prices. . 

"Philatelia," in the Philatelic Magn.:me. 

PHILATELISTS VISIT AMERICA. 
At the time of going to press descriptions 

of the Third International Philatelic Exhibi
tion-TIPEX-N ew York, held from ~lay 9 
to 17 had not reached us, but numerous pre
limin~ry notices have appeared in the (lver
seas philatelic press. 

The design of the exhibition plaque:::-the 
Pony Express rider of the Plains of 1860-
has figured prominently. 

Nearly one hundred British collect_io_ns, 
valued in hard cash at a quarter of a nulhon 
pounds sterling, have been taken over, mostly 
in the charge of Mr. Frank Godden. Ho,v many 
British philatelists were attending ·we do not 
know. 

From continental Europe we have so far 
seen no record of the entries of exhibits but 
apparently a large number of ~ealer~ and 
collectors travelled over by a special tnp ar
ranged on the Norddeutscher Lloyd "Bremen." 

In connection with this trip the IPHV
Courier, the Trade .Journal of the In~er
national League of Stamp Dealers, is.,;ued a 
sumptuous special number entitled Les 
I'hilatelistes visitent l' A merique. 

The text is in four languages, English, 
French, German and Spanish, in parallel 
columns, and is beautifully illustrated. 

It deals with the ocean trip, the exhibition 
and its various ancillary functions, sight
seeing in New York, and additional round 
trips that might be made. · 

An interesting article of general interest 
is entitled "Philately remains International" 
and in maintaining this atmosphere in these 
days of intensive narrowing nationalism the 
IPHV appears to play its part. 

And the advertisements! Say, boy, but it 
makes your mouth water just tu see them!! 

WE BUY JUBILEES! 
MINT, complete sets, particularly wanted. 

SOUTH 
UNION OF 

WEST AFRICA 
SOUTH AFRICA 

GILBERT, NEW ZEALAND, MAURITIUS, AUSTRALIA, 
EGYPT, MOROCCO, 4 issues, COOK, NIUE, SAMOA. 

Complete Sets Mint. 

Quote prices per 100 first. Do not send all four issues. State quantity and price 
unless specifically ordered. Or cable per set. If acceptance is cabled send 
quotations and abbreviate Zealand, Gil- stamps C.O.D. through Bank. Or if sent 
bert, Africa for U.S. Africa; Africana direct to us, we will remit Draft in ster-
instead of S. West Africa; Morocco for ling by return mail. 

Cable Address: BROADSTAMP, NEW YORK. 

BROADWAY STAMP CO., 146 Fulton St., NEW YORK. 

 Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022 



June, 1936. THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST 95 

--s~~:~~-;--N e.;~-----1 
• 

-------------- ■■ -------------j 
CAPETOWN PHILATELIC SOCIETY. 
President, L. Simenhoff, Hon. Sec., G. W. 

Morris, St. George's St., Simonstown. Meet
ings, 2nd Thursdays, Railway Institute, 8 p.m. 

The final meeting of the 1935/36 session 
of the Society was held on April 23, when a 
particularly fine display was put on the table 
by Mr. L. Simenhoff. The exhibit consisted 
of "Errors and Freaks of the Union of South 
Africa," and, as can be expected, provided 
plenty of interest for those present. Double 
perf s. offsets, double printings, and other 
varieties too numerous to mention were all 
seen. As is usual with Mr. Simenhoff's ex
hibits, the "writing-up" was complete, thereby 
adding to the enjoyment and interest of those 
present. 
• The Annual General Meeting of the Society 
was held on Thursday, May 14, when the of
fice bearers for the ensuing session were 
elected. Regret was expressed by many mem
bers on the decision of the retiring President, 
~r. Mey~r, ~ot to stand for re-election, par
~icular_ly m view of t~e exceptionally able way 
m which he had gmded the Society in the 
years of his office. Congratulations were 
given to the Hon. Secretary, Mr. G. W. Mor
ris, for the record Financial Statement which 
he had been able to produce. The officers for 
the session 1936/37 are as follows:-

President, Mr. L. Simenhoff. 
Vice-President, Mr. L. B. Goldschmidt. 
Exchange Superintendent, Mr. K. Alex-

ander. 
Hon. Secretary and Treasurer, Mr. G. W. 

Morris. 
Committee, the above with: Dr. Follen, 

Messrs. R. Axer, W. L. Ashmead, F.R.P.S.L., 
C. Mackenzie, .J. Richardson. 

PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF 
JOHANNESBURG. 

President, R. H. Morley; Hon. Secretary, J. 
G. Kupferman, Box 4967. Meetings, 2nd 
Tuesdays, Carlton Hotel, 7.45 p.m. 

At the meeting on May 12, the special dis
play of the evening was "Jubilees," to which 
all members were invited to contribute. There 
were a large number of exhibitors and men
tion can only be made of some of the ·most 
outstanding. 

The President showed a sheet of the Spanish 
Moroccan overprint on Great Britain with the 
er!or of one stamp showing the French over
prmt. Mr. Robertson had a practically com
plete set of the Crown Colonies in blocks with 
control n~mbers. Mr. Mattei had nice S.W.A. 
covers with sets, a number of them with 
specially interesting postmarks including one 
of a special flight. ' 

Mr. Greenbaum's covers flown in S.A. and 

S. W .A. were noteworthy for their magnifi
cent Jubilee mounting. Mr. Smithers showed 
a fine mixed bag of used and mints. Mr. 
Glasser contributed some general notes on the 
Jubilee issues in addition to showing a num
ber. 

Errors were conspicuous by their absence, 
curiously enough. There was not a double 
flagstaff to be seen. Apparently everyone 
thought the other fellow would show them! 

RHODESIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY. 
President, F. W. Porter; Hon. Secretary, L. 

Atkinson, Box 587, Bulawayo. Meetings, 4th 
Mondays, Room 6, Royal Exchange Buildings, 
Bulawayo, 8.15 p.m. 

There was a good attendance at the April 
meeting of this Society. In the absence of Mr. 
F. W. Porter (President), on holiday, Mr. 
D. H. Burn took the chair. After the dis
cussion of various items of philatelic interest, 
the chairman called upon Mrs. Hazel Brown 
who displayed a well arranged collection of 
Persian stamps amongst which were some of 
the very early issues. 

Mr. Merlin Jones then exhibited a very nice 
wllection of Jubilee stamps. This collection 
was practically complete, with both used and 
mint stamps. 

After the exhibits the Society had a "free 
raffle," and the meeting closed with a vote of 
thanks to the exhibitors. 

L.A. 

PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF NATAL. 
President, H. de Terrasson; Hon. Secretary, 

Mrs. Reed, Box 588, Durban. Meetings, 1st 
Wednesdays, Durban Publicity Bureau. 

There was a very large attendance of mem
bers and visitors at the monthly general meet
ing held on May 6 in the lounge of the Dur
ban Publicity Bureau. when Messrs. Hamp
son and Richardson showed us some of the 
most interesting pages from their collections 
giving a running- commentary as each pag~ 
was exhibited. 

Mr .. Hamnson's choice was mostly Trans
vaal items and these contained nearly all of 
~he varieties of the "Stoµs," on th~ V.R.I. 
issues and otJ:ier stamps of this period. The 
stamp attractmg most attention was the £5 
used Tra:1svaal presented to him by the Post
master or the late Z.A.R. Mr. Richardson's 
share was ch~efly anecdotal and centred 
around a selected variety of items of a rare 
and treasured nature. These included a stamp 
from Madagascar sent to him in his school
days and interesting items from Tanganyika 
and British Bechuanaland. 

G.R. 

EAST LONDON. 
President, B. S. Wilson; Hon. Secreta1·y, 

C. H. Thornton, 35 St. Mark's Road. Meetings 
1st Thursdays, Railway Institute, 8 p.m. ' 

February. Mr. Courlander presided and 
there was an excellent attendance which in-
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eluded two visitors, Mr. Schofield of Johan
nesburg, and Mr. Posner of East London. The 
display for the evening was given by Mr. 
Hoal and comprised about sixty sheets of 
Queen's Heads, mostly of the old classics but 
presenting such a wide range of settings as to 
surprise even old collectors. Mr. Harper also 
set out a beautiful lot of old German States 
and Mr. R. W. Wilson a number of priceless 
old Europeans on cover. 

The Chairman, in voicing our thanks for the 
display, spoke of the pleasure it had given to 
have a visit from a collector of Mr. Scho
field's standing. 

March. Mr. Courlander presided over a 
rather poor attendance owing to the in
clemency of the weather. 

The display for the evening was air mails 
given by Messrs. Thornton, Harper and 
Paviour. Some most interesting items were 
on view including many First Flights from 
different parts of the world. 

The Chairman, on behalf of the Society, 
,,vished Mr. R. W. Wilson "Bon Voyage" on 
his visit to England where he is sure to be 
attending a good number of the stamp 
auctions. 

April. The Annual General Meeting of the 
Society was held at the Railway Institute on 
Thursday, 2nd, at 8 p.m. There was a good 
attendance, Mr. Courlander presiding. 

The President having expressed his wish 
to stand down, the following officers were 
elected for the ensuing year. 

President, Mr. B. S. Wilson. 
Vice-President, Mr. W. H. Gathercole. 
Secretary and Treasurer, Mr. C. H. Thorn-

ton. 
Committee, Messrs. A. vV. B. Browning, F. 

H. Cowie and J. F. Paviour with the afore
mentioned three gentlemen. 

The display brought forth some excellent 
sheets of stamps as each member had been 
invited to bring a few sheets of what he con
sidered to be his most beautiful stamps. With 
numbers of the old classics both imperf. and 
perf., together with some of the finest ex
amples of modern stamp art, including air 
mails, everyone undoubtedly felt it was indeed 
a show worth seeing. 

Many suggestions were put forward for en
livening and creating greater interest in the 
monthly meetings, these suggestions being left 
to be dealt with by the committee. 

It was decided to advertise the Society's 
meetings in the Daily Dispatch. Several 
members undertook to defray the cost for a 
long period ahead. 

The Society loses this month a very staunch 
member in the person of Mr. Gordon Brown. 

Mr. Gordon Brown has contributed many 
interesting papers at our meetings and filled 
many positions in the Society, and we regret 
his departure, but wish him every success in 
his new position at Cape Town which carries 
with it promotion. 

W.S.H. 

ORANGE FREE STATE. 

President, F. Carter; Hon. Sec., F. J. Hun
dermark, 78 Murray Avenue, Bloemfontein. 
Meetings, 2nd Fridays, Oranje Koffieshuis, 
Bloemfontein, 8 p.m. 

Owing to the Easter holidays, the April 
meeting was held towards the end of the 
month. Five new members were elected, and 
the question of fostering greater philatelic 
interest among juveniles was taken a step 
further. 

The May meeting took place on the 8th, 
when the secretary reported that he had in
terviewed the principals of several schools in 
Bloemfontein in connection with the question 
of instruction in the elements of philately. 
Recognising the educational value of philately, 
the principals were willing to make arrange
men ts for short lectures by members of the 
Society on the various aspects of stamp col
lecting. It is hoped to start these lectures in 
the near future. 

Two proposals for membership were accep
ted. 

Mr. J. Lewis displayed an interesting col
lection of pictorial stamps of the Union of 
South Africa, both London and Pretoria 
printings which disclosed several errors. 

F.J.H. 

PRETORIA. 
President, A. E. Basden, Hon. Secretary, 

Prof. H. A. Wager, Box 514. Meetings, 1st 
and 3rd Mondays, Technical College, 8 p.m. 

May. There were two meetings with Mr. 
Basden in the chair. At the meeting on May 
4, three visitors were welcomed by the Chair
man. Novelties were shown by Messrs. 
Giovanetti, Kriste, Hand and N. L. Watson. 

Five minute talks of philatelic interest to
gether with stamp items were provided by 
Messrs. Beyers, Wager, Blockey, Klagsbrun, 
Harrington, Basden, Obermeyer, N. L. Wat
son, Hand and Greenbaum. 

At the meeting on May 18 the Johannes
burg Society reported that very good progress 
was being made in connection with the Inter
national Philatelic Exhibition. 

Mr. Hand read a paper on the stamps of 
the Canal Zone and Panama. In 1904 stamps 
of the United States were overprinted Canal 
Zone and later on Panama stamps had the 
same overprint. The issue of 1915 depicted 
features of the canal itself. Mr. Hand 
pointed out that there was a large amount 
of material available for anyone who wished 
to make a historical and philatelic study of 
this area. Many uncatalogued varieties are 
found amongst the overprints. 

Mr. Hand showed his Panama Canal Zone 
stamps; Dr. Broughton some Chili and Peru, 
and Mr. Blockey showed the Society's Forgery 
Collection of S. America. 

H.A.W. 
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A meeting of the Philatelic Congress of 
Southern Africa will be held in Johannesburg 
during the period of the International Exhi
bition. 

As Congress appears to have been moribund 
for something like eighteen months, largely 
through none of the constituent societi~s b~
ing in a position to arrange for a meetmg m 
1935, a few words about it may not be amiss. 

Congress-a federat!on of the Phila~elic So
cieties of South Africa and Rhodesia-was 
founded at the time of the International Phil
atelic Exhibition in Durban in 1928, largely 
through the initiative of the Philatelic Society 
of Natal. 

Its Constitution is modelled on the lines of 
the Philatelic Congress of Great Britain and 
its main object is to serve as a bond of union 
between the scattered philatelic societies of 
Southern Africa. It provides the machinery 
to arrange for periodical meetings at which 
philatelic papers can be read and matters of 
common philatelic interest discussed. The so
cial side-getting to know your fellow collec
tors-is not the least important function 
which these meetings serves. 

A later activity which Congress assumed 
was to have its own philatelic paper, with 
the object of having a medium for the publi
cation of the more serious papers on subjects 
of peculiarly South African interest which it 
might have been difficult to have had pub
lished elsewhere. An ambitious programme of 
work on South African philately was drawn 
up and allocated to the constituent societies 
to tackle. A little of the programme has 
been carried out, but there is still a lot to 
be done. The Congress periodical-The South 
African Philatelist-was also intended to sub
serve the purpose of a general philatelic mag
azine as few of us, we hope, are so parochial 
in our outlook as to be interested in the 
stamps of Southern Africa only. 

Perhaps the founders' plans savoured a little 
of "hitching the waggon to a star," but even 
if, like the Five Years' Plan, things have 
not worked out quite according to schedule, 
starting off with high endeavour has its 
recommendations. 

The parents and godparents of Congress 
made one bad slip, however, when they 
launched their child on the world, in failing 
to provide adequately for its maintenance dur
ing its youth. 

Each constituent society is expected, in ac
cordance with the Constitution and Rules of 
Congress, to contribute annually (pro rata 
to its membership) to Congress funds. Some 
have done so, others have not. Even if there 
had been no defaulters, however, it is doubt
ful if Congress would even yet have been 
in a sound financial position. 

The big initial expense, which was not al
lowed for, was the provision or awards for 
papers read at Congress. Dies cost money! 

To cut the story short, Congress has, so 
far, been financed very largely by the Pre
toria Society. There has been a period, how
ever, when plaques could not be ordered from 
the Mint because the previous lot had not 
been paid for. This has now been adjusted 
and all plaques still unawarded from the· 
last two Congresses can be obtained by those 
entitled to them. Congress is still in debt to• 
the Pretoria Society. The latter body is not 
pressing for immediate settlement, but is liv
ing in hope. 

The expenses of starting and running the 
South African Philatelist were also underesti
mated. In this instance good support from 
all the constituent societies-the owners
was forthcoming, but the initial capital pro
vided was insufficient and the paper soon 
found itself in debt. Now, however, things 
are improving; the circulation is going up, in
come is increasing and the debt has been con
siderably reduced. But a personal guarantee~ 
which has heen given in J oliannesburg, is 
still a necessity for this liability. 

There may still be a feeling that Congress 
is too much an affair simply of tha Transvaal 
societies. It is true that the Permanent Ex
ecutive Committee is composed of members of 
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the three societies there, but that is simply " JIPEX " 
because in no other district could the affairs 
of Congress be left in the hands of more than 
one society. They have tried to do their best 
for South African philately, and have thought 
it advisable to put this plain statement of af
fairs before you. If you don't think their best 
good enough, come to Congress and show them 
how it can be done better. 

Congress and all that it stands for is what 
philately in South Africa is liable to be judged 
by, so it is the intimate concern of all so
cieties. 

An important matter coming up for con
sideration is an invitation to become affili
ated to the Federation Inten1ationale de 
Philatelie. This invitation should be con
sidered as an honour and as putting us on the 
philatelic map. 

Only nationally representative bodies are 
members of the F.I.P. and should we decide to 
join up we may he the first outside of Europe 
to do so, although it is likely to be a race 
between us and Brazil. 

Cong:r,~ss meetings and functions, it should 
be mentioned, are open to -all visiting philatel
ists, although only delegates from constituent 
societies have voting powers. It is hoped 
there will be a large attendance both of dele
gates and of other visitors on this occasion. 
Fuller details of doings will be available later. 

FOREIGN CORRESPONDENTS AND 
EXCHANGE. 

We have applications from a number of cor
respondents in Canada, United States of 
America, Australia, New Zealand, Sweden and 
Philippine ls., wishing to get in touch with 
collectors here for the purpose of exchanging 
:stamps of their respective countries. 

If any readers wish to make such contacts 
for exchange purposes we will be glad to let 
them have addresses. 

GREAT BRITAIN 2½d. ,JUBILEE ERROR 
OF COLOUR. 

A block of 60 of these recently fetched 
£1,500 at auction. There were only three 
sheets ( 360 stamps) of these issued alto
gether, sent to a small post office in the north 
of London, where a lucky collector spotted 
them and· was able to buy up nearly the 
whole lot. 

B. & K. 
The firm that supplies the stamps others cannot. 
Our prices are reasonable, though in some cases 
not so low as quotations elsewhere, but we can 
fill most requirements. We aim to be able to 
supply 

ANY STAMP OF ANY COUNTRY 
( except recent issues) 

and can generally offer most stamps of a want 
list, however difficult. Prices average half cata
logue, Let us know your requirements. We 
never worry with unwanted selections. 

1936 Price List of British Colonial Stamps. 
100 Pages ... Price One Shilling. 

(Refunded against purchases.) 
B & K Special Offers - free on request. 

BRIDGER & KAY, LTD. 
170 STRAND LONDON. W.C.Z. 

25 PER CENT. REDUCTION IN FARES 
FOR OVERSEA VISIT ARS. 

Excursion rates for overseas visitors have 
now been approved. The South African Con
ference Lines (Union-Castle, German, Hol
land-Afrika, and Italian) are making a re
duction of 25 per cent. on their ordinary rates, 
the only condition being that there must be 
the booking of a combined rail and sea ticket, 
including a visit to J ohannesburs. 

Further tours and excursions m the Union 
and neighbouring territories can be arranged 
for, also with a similar reduction on the ordin
ary rail fares. 

The Blue Funnel and White Star-Aberdeen 
Joint Services are providing similar reduced 
fare trips from Australia and it is hoped that 
concessions will be made available from Can
ada and India. 

Excursion rates are likely aiso to be avail
able for South Africans living at a distance 
from Johannesburg but details as to these are 
not yet available. 

DONATIONS. 
The Committee gratefully acknowledges re

ceipt of the following donations wwards the 
Exhibition funds:-
Orange Free State and Basutoland 

Philatelic Society . . . . . . . . £2 2 0 
Commission for effecting sale of a 

collection . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 0 0 
Anonymous ( earmarked for special 

awards . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26 5 0 
The Jamaica Philatelic Society-A 

special Medal. 
The Air Mail Society-A special 

Medal. 
EXHIBITION ST AMPS. 

No special stamps will be issued in connec
tion with the Exhibition but it is hoped that 
the Union postal authorities will· sanction the 
issue of special miniature sheets of the cur
rent M. and ld. stamps with suitable inscrip
tional margins. If this is agreed to, these 
sheets will he sold only at the Exhibition 
post office. Their issue has not yet, how
ever, been finally settled. 

COMPETITIVE ENTRIES. 
These do not close until September 3, but 

there is no need to wait until the last week 
to send them in. The first has already ar
rived and it will lighten the Committee's work 
considerably in preparing the exhibition cata
logue if they are sent in soor1. 

EXHIBITION SECRETARY. 
Mr. J. G. Kupferman has unfortunately 

had to give up the post of Hon. Secretary 
to the Exhibition Committee owing to pres
sure of other work. Mr. J. H. Jenkins has 
taken over the duties, the address remains 
the same, viz., P.O. Box 4967, Johannesburg. 
AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT EXHIBIT. 

An official exhibit has been promised by 
Mr. John Ash, the Australian Government 
Printer. 

PATRON. 
Mr. G. H. Beattie, President of the Trans

vaal Chamber of Mines, has kindly consented 
to become a Patron of the Exhibition. 
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AN 
INTERNATIONAL 

PHILATELIC 
EXHIBITION 

will be held in 

JOHANNESBURG 
from 

NOVEMBER 2··14, 1936 
in conjunction with 

THE EMPIRE EXHIBITION 
Under the au::;pices of the 

PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF JOHANNESBURG 

• 
PART 1. 
Exhibits "By Invitation " only. Many 
of the world's best collections will be 
represented. 

Equator." If you have any sort of 
a collection of Southern African 
Stamps, whether it be of Honour, 
Research, Specialized, or Ordinary 
grade, there will be an opportunity 
for it to compete. Start getting it 
in order now . 

PART 2. 
Competitive. "Africa South of the 

• 
The scope of Section 25 (Rarities or items of special interest) has been 

widened to the whole world. Entries in this Section need not, therefore be 
limited to countries in Africa south of the equator. ' 

Insurance rates for collections in transit and/or in the hands of the exhibition 
committee can now be given on application. 

Early booking of accommodation by visitors is advisable. If in any difficulty 
apply to the Publicity Association, P.O. Box 4580, Johannesburg. 

Make your arrangements now to spend your annual holiday in Johannesburg 
in November next and see the finest collection of stamps ever brought together 
in South Africa. Probably the greatest ever shown in the Southern Hemisphere. 

Programmes and Entry Forms 
may be obtained from : 

THE HON. SECRETARY, EXHIBITION 1COMMITTEE, 
P.O. BOX 4967, JOHANNESBURG. 
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SWAZILAND 
By A. E. BASDEN. 

(Paper read to the P.reforia Phila,telic 
Society, March, 1936). 

r.flllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll•• 

It is nearly six years since I read a paper 
before this Society on the stamps of Swazi
land, and I have been gathering material ever 
since. In that paper, which was printed in 
the Pretoria Philatelic Society's Transactions, 
1930, I gave an historical and geographical 
outline of the country, hazarded some opin
ions and asked a number of questions. I can
not add very much to the information I was 
then able to give, and I have not been able 
to solve many of my own riddles. From 
material since added to my collection I can, 
however, supply some additional useful in
formation. 

With the introduction of the definitive is
sue, and with the Silver Jubilee issue 
the stamps of the country of Swaziland 
have become of increasing interest; hence an
other paper on the stamps of this country ap
peared to be indicated. 

(1) I have not discovered any postal matter 
used prior to the overprinted issue, but still 
hope that I may do so some day, as there 
must have been communications from that 
country prior to October, 1889. 

(2) I wish to supplement from my collection 
Stanley Gibbons' list of overprinted stamps as 
follows; asking you to note that some of 
the varieties are not properly catalogueable, 
while some of the errors are catalogued or 
mentioned by Kohl and other catalogues and 
the London Philatelic Society's publications. 

(a) ld., ls. and 5s. on toned paper, as in 
normal Transvaals. 

(b) ½d. grey and pearl grey as in Trans
vaal. 

( c) 2d. in shades as in Transvaal. 
(d) 2d. perf. 12½ x 12, "Swazielan" in-

verted (doubtful). 
( e) Minor constant type varieties. 
(f) 2d., perf. 12½ double overprint. 
(g) 2d. "S" of Swaziland missing. 
(h) 6d. "a" and "i" missing. 
(i) ½d. overprint missing in pair with nor

mal. 
(j) ?id. carmine, overprint offset. 
(k) ~d. carmine, overprint misplaced, "S" 

missing. 
(3) Green postmarks and the numerals 628 

and 718 are not uncommon; blue postmarks 
are scarce. I have succeeded in placing the 
numeral 718 as Embekelweni, from a cover 
with both town and numeral postmarks in the 
same colour, but have not found the name
place of 628. 

(4) I have been informed on excellent 
authority that the so-called government re
prints ( distinguishable by the period after the 
overprint) were printed for use in Swazi
land, but were not issued because of the in
corporation of the country into the South Af-

rican Republic about the time they were pre
pared for issue. 

(5) I have bisects of the 6d. and ls. with 
postmarks dated 1893 and of the ld. and 2d. 
government reprints (printed at the end of 
1894) dated 1891. The London Philatelic So
ciety's "Africa" mentions that the 2d. was. 
bisected diagonally and used as ld. but in view 
of my copies I feel very doubtful about their 
authenticity. 

(6) Coming to Section III. (stamps of the 
South African Republic used in Swaziland 
after the annexation 1895-1900, I recorded the 
following:-

( a) Transvaal issue of 1887: ½d., 2d., 4d .. 
and 2s. 6d. 

(b) Transvaal issue of 1894: 2d. 
( c) Transvaal issue of 1895: ½d., ld., 2d. 
( d) Provisional ½d. on ls. of 1895. 
( e) Transvaal issue of 1896: ld. 
(7) Section IV.: Transvaal stamps (King' 

Edward) used in Swaziland: 1902-1910, ld., 
6d. 2s. 6d. 

(8) Section V.: Union stamps used in Swazi
land:-

(a) Inter-Provincials: September 1910-1913. 
Cape ld. (No. 69), ld. and 2½d. (Ed
ward) Natal ld., 4d. Transvaal ½d., 
ld., 3d., 6d., 2s. and 2s. 6d. O.F.S. 
(O.R.C.) 2d., 2½d. 

(b) Union definitive issues 1913-1933. All 
values (including ½d., ld., Hd. and 
2d. perf. X imperf. S.G. 1-48; post

age dues 117-121; officials S.G. 01-
018). 

(9) The postal stationery of the Territory 
in my collection includes inter-provincial and 
Union issues. 

(10) The first sheets of the 6d. definitive 
issue were without plate numbers. 

The first and present definitive set was is
sued at the beginning of January, 1933, but 
stamps of the Union of South Africa were 
permissible for one month, i.e., until the 31st 
January. Here it is interesting to note what 
a variety of stamps were available, viz.: Cape 
of Good Hope, all issues subsequent to the 
triangulars but not British Bechuanaland or 
Mafeking; Griqualand West, by reason of the 
fact that the stock of overprinted stamps were 
sold and used in the Cape in 1880, and never 
demonetized; Natal, all issues but not Zulu
land, which were demonetized; Orange River 
Colony, all issues; Transvaal, King Edwards; 
Union, all issues. So that, by taking one 
each of these six countries together with one· 
of the new definitive issue, it was possible to 
frank a letter correctly with the stamps of 
seven countries. I have two such covers, and 
believe that they are the only two that were 
put through. This unusual possibility also 
occurred when the definitive issue for Basuto
land was made. 

Official stamps were prepared for Swazi
land ( as for Basutoland, by overprinting the· 
word "Official") but were never issued. 
Whether any examples survive or whether all 
were destroyed I cannot say. It is just pos
sible that a few sets were distributed offic
ially before the issue of these stamps was 
countermanded. 
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I have one particularly interesting stamped 
cover, viz., an official envelope with the in
scription "On The Swazi King's Service"; 
and I am naturally always on the look-out 
for unusual items. Very few old Swaziland 
covers seem to have survived. 

I hope I have interested you further in the 
stamps of Swaziland and I should be very 
grateful at all times for any additional in
formation that you might come across. 

A STANDARD GUARANTEE. 
A standard guarantee, which i t is sug

gested should be given with all stamps sold, 
has been formulated jointly by the Royal 
Philatelic Society and the Committee of the 
B.P.A. As the latter body consists mainly 
of professional dealers and the former of non
professionals, one would imagine it should 
prove satisfactory to all classes of philatel
ists. The guarantee runs as follows:-

"Every effort is made to ensure that all 
stamps sold by us unless otherwise de
scribed shall be in all respects genuine orig
inals and they are offered for sale as such. 
If not as described and returned by the pur
chaser within six years, we undertake to re
fund the price paid to us and our liability 
in respect thereof shall be limited accord
ingly. If the stamp is certified as genuine 
by the Expert Committee of the Royal So
ciety, London, or the British Philatelic As- • 
sociation, the purchaser shall not be en
titled to make any claim against us in re
spect of any error, omission or mistake in 
such certificate. 

"All purchases from us are to be deemed 
to be subject to the above conditions." 
From the point of view of the buyer there 

certainly seems nothing to grumble about in 
this agreement, but from the point of view 
of the vendor we doubt if it will be univers
ally acceptable. 

If it is to be regarded as a gentleman's 
agreement it will probably be acceptable where 
the two parties concerned know each other 
and know that the behaviour on each side will 
be "gentlemanly." 

But what about the quite possible case 
where the buyer is unknown to the vendor; 
after some time the buyer finds or thinks 
that he has paid too much, he deliberately 
damages the stamp slightly so as to have an 
excuse for returning it and requesting his 
money back? In view of such possibilities 
it seems too much to expect that all buyers 
can buy on such terms. 

GORDON'S BAY (UNOFFICIAL) AIR 
MAIL. 

Mr. Park Smith has kindly sent for our 
inspection a card of the first (unofficial) air 
mail carried from Gordon's h'ay. 

This was carried by Mr. L. Bredell in a 
private plane piloted by him to the recent 
rally at Port Elizabeth held in connection 
with the opening of the new aerodrome there. 

The card shows a Gordon's Bay postmark 
of date 20th May and the office stamp of 
the Port Elizabeth air port which is inter
esting inasmuch as the date reads 25-5-39. 

The card is signed by the pilot as "Carried 
by Plane." 

RARE BRITISH COLONIALS 
are my speciality 

The ideal method of collecting is to have one of my 

approval selections of rare British Colonials beside 
your own collection. 

SELECTIONS SENT ON APPROVAL 
TO ANY PART OF THE WORLD. 

The cheapest dealer in the World for British Colonial 
Rarities is: 

T. ALLEN 
5, BLAKE HALL ROAD 

LONDON, E.11 
WANSTEAD, 

ENGLAND. 
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Index of Contemporary Articles I 
Most of the papers indexed are available 

for readers to borrow, but will they please 
send stamps to cover postage of anything 
they desire to have on loan? 

LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS. 
American Philatelist . . . . . . . . . . . . A.P. 
Annales de Philatelic (Les) . . . . . . Ann.P. 
Air Post Journal . . . . . . . . . . . . A.P.J. 
Australian Stamp Journal . . . . . . . . A. S.J. 
Australian Stamp Monthly . . . . . . A.S.M. 
British Philatelist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . B.P. 
Collectors' Club Philatelist . . . . . . . . C.C.P. 
Exchangiste Universel (L') . . . . . . . . E.U. 
Gibbons' Stamp Monthly . . . . . . . . G.S.M. 
Godden's Gazette . . . . . . . . . . . . . . G.G. 
Linn's Weekly Stamp News . . . . . . . . L. W. 
London Philatelist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . L.P. 
Mekeel's Weekly Starmp News . . . . . . M.W. 
Philatelist (Rotte,rdam) . . . . . . . . . . Ph. 
Philatelic Journal of Great Britain P.J.G.B. 
Philateliste Belge . . . . . . . . . . . . . . P.B. 
Philatelic Magazine . . . . . . . . . . . . P.M. 
Postmarke (Die) . . . . . . . . . . . . Pmk. 
Postwertzeichen (Das) . . . . . . . . . . Pw. 
Revue Postale (La) . . . . . . . . . . . . Rev.P. 
Scott's Monthly Journal . . . . . . . . S.M.J. 
Sieger-Post . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . S.P. 
Stamps (New York) . . . . . . . . . . . . S. 
Stamps and Cover Collecting . . . . . . S.C.C. 
Stamp Collecting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . S.C. 
Stamp Collectors' Fortnightly S.C.F. 
Stamp Lover . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . S.L. 
Stamp Magazine S.M. 

ABYSSINIA.-Ethopie, son service postal, 
etc. (contd.), P.B. Apr. 30. 

ALSACE-LORRAINE.-Types et varietes 
des timbres dit d' Alsace-Lorraine, 1870-71, 
E.U. May 15. 

AUSTRALIA.-The Bass Strait cable and its 
commemorative issue, P.M. May 15. The 
first issue of the Australian Common
wealth, 1913 (contd.), S.L. May. Australian 
aboriginal postmarks, S.C. May 30. 

AUSTRIA.-Die Telegraphenwertzeichen Oes
terreichs (contd.), Pmk. April 30. Die erste 
Ausgabe von Oesterreich uhd Lombardei
Venetien (contd.), Pmk. May 15. 

BELGIUM.-Nos premiers timbres typo
graphies. Emission 1865-1883, P.B. April 30. 

BRAZIL.-Commemorative stamps, S.C. May 
9 and 16. 

BRITISH GUIANA.-Commemorative stamps, 
S.C. May 16. 

BULGARIA.-Commemorative stamps, S.C. 
May 30 and June 6. 

CHINA.-The three "junk" series, P.M. May 
15. 

CZECHO-SLOVAKIA.-Die Postmarken der 
Tschechoslowakien (contd.), Pmk. April 30 
and May 30. 

EGYPT.-The British forces in Egypt 
"N aafi" seals, S. April 25. Postal history 
of concession seals, P.M. May 29. 

ESTONIA.-The stamps of Estonia (concl.), 
G.S.M. May. 

FALKLAND IS.-Further data on the red 
frank and provisional issue of 1891-2. New 
data on the ld., 6d. ls. and 4d. of the first 
issue, L.P. March. 

GABOON.-Les timbres de Gabon, 1862-1936 
concl.), E. U. May. 

GERMANY.-Germany's Olympic Games 
stamps, S.C. May 23. Die deutsche Herres
post an der Westfront (contd.), Pmk. Ap
ril 30. 

GREAT BRITAIN.-The original die for the 
ld. stamp of 1840, G.G. May. British Rail
way letter stamps, S. C. May 9. The Vic
torian surface printed issues, G.S.M. May. 

GUATEMALA.-The lithographed issue of 
1886, P.J.G.B. May. 

HANOVER-A Hanover forgery, G.G. May. 
HOLLAND.-Nieuwe Gegevens over den oud

sten N ederlandschen Franco-Dagteekening 
stempel, Ph. May. Indische Landmail, 1830-
1930, Ph. May. 

ICELAND.-Paquebot cancellations on Ice
landic stamps, G.S.M. May. 

LABUAN.-A notable discovery, P.J.G.B. 
May. 

LAGOS.-The posts and postage stamps of 
Lagos (contd.), S.C. May 9 and 16. 

LITHUANIA.-Aus einer Sondersammlung, 
Litauen, S.P. May. 

MADAGASCAR-British Mail in Madagas
car, M.W. May ,4. 

MANCHURIA.-Postage stamps of Man
churia. II., Manchukuo, S.M.J. May. 

MEXICO.-Mexico, L.P. April. 
PANAMA.-Canal Zone "used abroad," M.W .. 

May 11. 
P APU A.-Postmarks of Papua, S.L. May. 
PERSIA.-The provincial issues of 1919, 

1924 and 1925, P.J.G.B. May. 
QUEENSLAND.-The stamps of Queensland, 

1882-1895 (contd.), A.S.M. May. 
ROUMANIA.-Les timbres des Principautes 

danubiennes et de la Roumanie (1858-72) 
(contd.), P.B. April 30. Beitrage zur Ge
schichte der rumanischen Post, etc. (contd.), 
Pmk. May 15. 

SARAWAK.-The stamps and post offices of 
Sarawak (contd.), S.L. May. 

SWEDEN.-Un timbre unique de Suede, RP. 
May. 

THURN AND TAXIS.-Thurn and Taxis, 
L.P. April. 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.-Collect
ing U.S.A., S.M. May. Early American 
stamp designs and devices, S.M. May. Some 
notes on U.S. cancellations, G.G. May. Ear
liest known Pre-cancels, G.G. May. Types 
IV., VI. and VII., two-cent offset, S. May 9. 
The New York Postmaster's provisionals, 
A.P. May. Earliest known dates of use 
of U.S. stamps, S. May 16. The Pony Ex
press of 1862-64 (Part III.), S.M.J. May. 
The 24-cent violet of 1861, S.C.C. Apr. 
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ZANZIBAR-The posts, stamps and Sultans 
of Zanzibar (contd.), S. L. May. 

MISCELLANEOUS.-Check list of Silver 
Jubilee Issues, S.M. May. Les Marques 
postales des armees navales pendant la 
guerre, 1914-19 (contd.), E. U. May. Jubile~ 
jottings, S.C. May 9 and 16. The world's 
first successful Rocket Airplane flight, 
S.C.F. May 23. J. F. Joubert de la Ferte. 
An eminent engraver of "Queen's Heads," 
G.S.M. June. Native homes on stamps, 
G.S.M. June. 

LEON DE RAA Y. 
On May 21 this distinguished philatelist, 

who has written so much on South African 
subjects, celebrated his 70th birthday. The 
following short note of his career is taken 
from the N ederlandsch Maandblad ,voor 
Philatelie of 16th May, and we only regret 
that considerations of space prevent us from 
quoting it in full. 

Born in Paris in 1866, the first five years 
of his life were spent there and the next 
seven in London. With this upbringing he 
is really more fluent in languages other than 
Nederlands, a fact which has been helpful 
to him at international philatelic and other 
gatherings. 

In 1890 he came to South Africa and in 
1892 was Agent-General for Holland at the 
Kimberley International Exhibition of that 
year. 

On his return to Holland he started the 
philatelic firm of N. Yaar (= Raay when 
read like the Koran) & Co. Between 1894 
and 1899 he twice visited New York. In 1904, 
in company with Mr. Halberstadt, he founded 
the Nederlandsch Philatelist, and in 1906 he 
was largely responsible for the formation of 
the "Bond" of the Netherlands Philatelic So
cieties. ~1 ,j 

The philatelic exhibitions, congresses, etc., 
with which he has been connected as agent, 
juryman, exhibitor, etc., are legion and his 
trophies are numerous. 

His writings are equally abundant and of 
special interest to us in South Africa the fol
lowing few may be mentioned: "The history 
of the postage stamps of the Orange Free 
State," "The postage stamps of the Orange 
River Colony" (two parts), "The fiscal and 
telegraphic stamps of the Orange Free State 
and Orange River Colony," "Les falsifications 
de Transvaal," "The characteristics of the 
genuine and forged stamps of the Trans
vaal," "The stamps of Pietersburg," and "The 
postage stamps of the New Republic." 

He is at present engaged upon a standard 
work on the postage stamps of the Transvaal 
which he purposes bringing out in nine parts, 
dealing consecutively with the 1st Republic 
(2 parts), 1st British occupation (2 parts), 
2nd Republic, Crown Colony, and Union, also 
postal cancellations and the fiscal and tele
graphic stamps. 

We hope that he will be able to see this 
colossal task through. Fortunately he now 

has the assistance of one of his sons, who has 
contracted the father's hereditary philatelic 
disease! 

Characteristic of the man-instead of wait
ing to receive a present on the occasion of this 
celebration, he made one to Philately. This 
took the form of five silver medals put at the 
disposal of the Maandblad voor Philatelie to 
be awarded yearly for the next five years to 
the writer of the best article in that magazine. 

Long life and prosperity to him! 
It may just be added that Mr. de Raay has 

announced his intention of being an exhibitor 
at JIPEX. The Editor had the pleasure of 
meeting him at the Brussels Exhibition · last 
year and on that occasion urged him to revisit 
South Africa at the time of the Johannesburg 
Exhibition, but this is not to be, more's the 
pity. . 

~d. VOORTREKKER PLATE FLAW. 
Messrs. Whitfield King and Co. report that 

on the 56th stamp of every sheet of the !d. 
+~d. • Voortrekker stamps there is a plate 
flaw which shows a line running across the 
stamp and through the value tablets. Have 
our S.A. collectors gone into hibernation that 
none of them have recorded this? 

COLLECTORS' WANTS 
AND OFFERS 

(Twopence per word per insertion with 
minimum of 2/- per insertion). 

"Specimen Stamps.''-Great Britain, 
British Colonial and Foreign wanted. 

Saul A. Klagsbrun, P.O. Box 846, Pre
toria. 

Swaziland. - Unusual items, covers, 
Transvaal and other stamps used in 
Swaziland (vide postmarks) required 
by 

A. E. Basden, P.O. Box 238, Pretoria. 

I am very anxious to get Machine Post
marks, private and post office, slogans, 
special cancellations, active service 
postmarks, etc., of the Union and S.W. 
Africa. 

C. L. L. Murray, Box 322, Murraysburg. 

Gold Coast.-Early issues, fine used. 
Special Postmarks. Mint. Wanted. 

William Redford, Allbret Building, 9 
Fraser Street, Johannesburg. 

\Yanted.-Union and other British 
African higher values; all jubilees. 
Write: "Philateli:,t," Box 5729, Johan
nesburg. 
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WILLIAM W. FORSYTH, F.R.P.S.L. 
(Contd. from p. 83 of June number) 

f .... ,,,1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 ... 

Having disposed of the perforati1~g machin~s 
used during the Perkins-Bac~m pen~d, we :will 
resume our review of such mterestmg pomts 
as present themselves which may prove worthy 
of notice in the stamps themselves. 

In the second issue two values are listed 
by S.G., but as I have al~eady _stated, I con
sider that the ld. value with this rough perf. 
was in all probability also included in the 
first printing, further evidence of this bei_ng 
that it is found in the duller, browner tmt 
of rose which is characteristic of that print-
fu~ • 

I have two copies with misplaced perf ., 0;1e 
with a central line severing the stamp vertic
·all:v as in the 1881 provisionals. I also have 
a copy of the 6d. double-p~inted, an unca_ta
logued variety, and two pairs of the 6d. 1m
pc·rf. between used and unused, of which very 
few are known. In the 1862-66 issue I show 
:a fine unused copy of the scarce ld. compound 
perf ., and three used copies. I have also a 
cloubtful copy of the ld. imper!. in used c~m
dition. There is also a copy m the Taplmg 
co}lection, but this has little margin on one 
side, and it is therefore open to question. In
,aeed Sir Edward Bacon now says that he has 
,ce~,sed to believe in it. 

1866, perf. 11-12i; in this issue I show the 
ls. slate unused and mint, a very rare stamp. 
Mr. J. J. Darlow states that three copies of 
this stamp are known used, but I have never 
yet come across a copy myself, _alt~ough_ I 
show one in a slate-blue shade which 1s qmte 
distinct from the real indigo, and appears to 
me to be a transition shade between the slate 
and the blue, although the Expert Committee 
-pronounce it to be "a colour changeling." But 
personally I cannot subscribe to this opinion, 
and although it shows traces of blue in the 
colour under the microscope, it is really much 
nearer the slate than the indigo. I cannot 
discover the slightest trace of the colour hav
:ing been tampered with, and it is not "oxi
(dized" (which should correctly be termed 
~'sulphuretted") as I have thoroughly-well 
soaked it in hydogen peroxide. But I leave 
it to your judgment. In any case it is an 
unusual shade. 

In the following issues I show many good 
pieces and rare unused but nothing of unusual 
interest, until we arrive at the handsome 5s. 
rose of 1880. Of this, besides two mint and 
one used copies, I have a very fine imperforate 
specimen, of which but two or three are 
known. Also three very rare and interesting 
colour trials of the unfinished key-die in a 
"t."Oyal blue, scarlet and deep green. I have it 

on the authority of Sir Edward Cameron, 
K.C.M.G., that this design is lmown by the 
natives as "the frying jack-fish stamp," from 
a fancied resemblance in the posture of the 
two females to those engaging in that delect
able operation. Sir Edward was for some years 
Administrator of St. Vincent, and has also 
occupied high posts i!l others of the West I_n
dian Islands, St. Lucia, Bahamas, Turks, Vir
gin Islands, etc., as well as in Gambia and 
Sierra Leone. 

This brings us to the popular and interest
ing 1880-81 provisionals. In these I have three 
pairs and four singles, mint, of the ld. in 
red on half of 6d., blue-green, one having 
the full corner margins. One of the pairs 
shows a very curious variety having an extra 
line of the dividing perf. 12 diagonally across 
the two halves. Of the id. in red on half 
of 6d. bright green a block of eight, five 
pairs and a two singles, all mint, and two 
pairs and three singles used. One pair each 
of both used and unused shows the left-hand 
stamp without the bar to fraction. The superb 
mint block of eight is probably the next best 
piece of this provisional existing after His 
Majesty's wonderful block of 12, which in
cludes the error without bar. 

I also have one copy used together with a 
One Penny in black on 6d. bright green, on 
piece of original, which is a very scarce com
bination. Three copies of the 4d. on ls. ( one 
mint), together with some of the December, 
1881, issue, bring the Perkin-Bacon series to 
a conclusion. 
THE PRINTINGS OF MESSRS. THOMAS 

de la RUE AND CO. 
The printing contract with Messrs. Perkins 

Bacon and Co. came to an end with the close 
of the year 1881, and upon February 25, 1882, 
the plates were delivered up to the Crown 
Agents, and were then passed to Messrs. De 
La Rue and Co., with whom they had made a 
fresh contract, and the execution and print
ing of the stamps for this island have re
mained in their hands up to date. 

Throughout these series there is very little 
to note compared with the previous printers' 
work, the chief point being the wide range of 
shade to be found in many of the values, ow
ing generally to their being in use for a num
ber of years, necessitating many different 
printings. This is particularly noticeable in 
the One Penny which was in use from 1885 
to 1898-thirteen years-whose various print
ings range through almost every shade of red 
or rose. There are also some minor varieties 
of surcharge in some of the provisional issues, 
but few of very great interest. I have an 
uncatalogued variety in the 5s. lake, imperf
orate ... and a unique essay 'for the £1, the 
inscriptions for which are painted in water 
colour. 

The one outstanding rarity is to be found 
in the 1915 One Penn~ on ls. black on green, 
in which occurs the error with "One" omitted. 
Very few copies exist, but I have orie with a 
normal stamp se tenant, mint, which is pos
sibly unique. 
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I do not collect the perf. 12 varieties of 
1886, except those values which were actually 
issued and used, as I regard the others as 
merely essays arid not worth the fabulous 
prices at which they are generally offered. 
The ld. printed on green was in the Gilbert
Lodge collection, which goes to prove my con
tention. 

In the course of conversation with Sir Ed
ward Cameron-to whom I have already re
ferred-I learnt the reason of the alteration 
in the plates of the 1907 issue, which bears 
the design of the Colony's Arms. It appears 
that he personally condemned these for the 
reason of the motto being divotc-ed from the 
Arms instead of being rightly placed directly 
beneath. He therefore insisted upon the 
printers having them entirely re-engraved 
with the motto and the inscription "Postage 
and Revenue" reversed in position. When, 
however, the new plates for the ld., 6d. and 
ls. values were delivered, it was found that 
they had made another faux pas, and omitted 
the dot under the "d" of ld. ! So the plates 
of the two lower values had to have this in
serted before the next printing, but the ls. 
was not altered as it was not required again, 
being replaced by the issue bearing the King's 
Head. 

BRITISH COLONIES BAN ON POST
MARKING TO ORDER. 

From correspondence published in Stamp 
Collecting it appears that the British Colonial 
Secretary, after consultation with the Post
master-General on the general principles in
volved, has issued instructions to all depend
encies that stamped envelopes sent by philatel
ists and stamp dealers to Colonial Postmasters 
with the request that they should be can
celled and returned, should be returned under 
official cover with a note to the effect that 
it is forbidden to comply with such requests. 

Our contemporary goes on to say that this 
ban on postmarking by favour will have far-

reaching effects on the stamp trade and phil
ately in general. No longer will it be possible 
for collectors or dealers to send large batches 
of ready stamped covers to be postmarked 
and returned as was done on a large scale in 
the case of the Silver Jubilee issues. 

In future all stamps will have to be posted 
on the spot in the ordinary course of post 
office business, with the result that postally 
used specimens of the smaller colonies will be 
even scarcer than they have been in the past. 

Perhaps we are old fashioned but we must 
confess to being rather pleased to hear of this 
decision. We are of opinion that half the 
fun of collecting is lost :when it develops into 
a well-organized business and is run on the 
lines of "you press the button and we do the 
rest." Stamps which have done genuine duty 
are surely more interesting than those which 
are merely philatelically used or postmarked 
to order. 

But there is always a way round and we 
quite expect to hear of a race of agents de
veloping who will be prepared "to post on 
the spot in the ordinary course of post office 
business." Admittedly, however, even with 
such agents it is not going to be so easy as 
in the past to obtain used stamps from the 
more remote colonies and, in our opinion, this 
will add to the real interest of philately al
though it will not be popular with the first
day cover and souvenir merchant. 

It may also be unpopular with those col
onies which look to stamp selling as an im
portant source of revenue, but there again we 
incline to the view that this is to the real 
good of philately. It all depends, of course, 
on one's way of looking at things; if you 
regard stamps as things made primarily for 
collectors your opinion will be quite different 
from that of the person who thinks stamps 
should be primarily intended for postal use 
and as such become desirable collectable 
items. 

WE BUY JUBILEES! 
MINT, complete sets, particularly wanted. 

SOUTH WEST AFRICA 
SOUTH AFRICA UNION OF 

GILBERT, NEW ZEALAND, MAURITIUS, AUSTRALIA, 
EGYPT, MOROCCO, 4 issues, COOK, NIUE, SAMOA. 

Complete Sets Mint. 

Quote prices per 100 first. Do not send 
unless specifically ordered. Or cable 
quotations and abbreviate Zealand, Gil
bert, Africa for U.S. Africa; Africana 
instead of S. West Africa; Morocco for 

all four issues. State quantity and price 
per set. If acceptance is cabled send 
stamps C.O.D. through Bank. Or if sent 
direct to us, we will remit Draft in ster
ling by return mail. 

Cable Address: BROADSTAMP, NEW YORK. 

BROADWAY STAMP CO., 146 Fulton St., NEW YORK. 
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"AIR MAIL SAVES TIME." 
By L. A. WYNDHAM. 

Mr. Werner's article on :::.logan postmarks, 
which appeared in the May number of the 
Magazine was most inter~sting. It is a~ an 
airpost collector that I wish to refer to item 
I. of his provisional check list, i.e., the "Air 
Mail Saves Time" slogan which he shows as 
being in use in Durban in 1925, and in Johan
nesburg in 1929, and in this connection to 
make the following observations: 

With a view to advertising the Gov
ernment's experimental air mail service 
in 1925 special "Air Mail Saves Time" 
slogan machine postmarks were put in
to use at Cape Town and Durban. 
These postmarks were mainly applied to non
air correspondence, but they were also ap
plied to air mail letters, and i~ is desirab~e 
that the airpost collector should mclude speci
mens of both in his collection. There were 
two types of the Cape Town slogan used more 
or less concurrently. In what I will call type 
I., "Cape Town-Kaapstad" appear close to
gether in the upper portion of the circle, the 
lower portion being blank; while in type 2, 
"Cape Town" appears in. the upper portion 
of the circle and "Kaapstad" in the lower. 
Both types are known used on envelopes car
ried on the first flight from Cape Town, and 
of particular interest and probably the most 
valuable of the 1925 covers are those bearing 
the slogan and air mail cachet of March 2nd, 
1925, the actual day of the inauguration of 
the service. The Durban slogan postmark 
does not appear to have been used on any let
ters conveyed by the first flight, but covers 
flown on later flights are known postmarked 
with the slogan as well as with the cachet. 

In 1929, when the first regular air mail 
service in the Union was established, the 
"Air Mail Saves Time" slogans were again 
introduced and used for a short while at 
Cape Town and Johannesburg only. Unlike 
the case in 1925, first flight covers have not 
been recorded as existing with the slogan 
postmark and it would appear that their use 
was confined to non air mail correspondence. 

Although not a stamp collector myself I 
endorse without hesitation the opinion ex
pressed by Mr. Werner that no co1lection of 
South African stamps can be considered com
plete without the country's slogan postmarks 
being included in what I would call an ap
pendix to the collection. Certainly no air
post collector can ignore the special air mail 
slogan postmarks. 

During the past year I have seen displays 
of Jubilee stamps and my one outstanding 
impression of these was the total absence of 
any of the "Support the Jubilee Tuberculosis 
Fund" slogan postmarks and prepaid cancel
lations which were used in several towns of 
the Union for a short while during this cam
paign. I mentioned the existence of these 
slogans to one exhibitor who prided himself 
on the completeness of his collection of S.A. 
Jubilees and the reconstructed sheets of the 

½d. and ld. in used condition, and the fact 
that he knew nothing about them satisfied 
me that he had a lot to learn about his speci
ality and that he was certainly not getting 
the full pleasure the hobby of philateiy had to 
offer. Of particular interest I should imagine 
is the Cape Town Jubilee slogan used on a 
certain day showing a discrepancy in the Eng
lish and Afrikaans dates. 

SWAZILAND. 
With reference to Mr. A. E. Basden's paper 

on Swaziland and its stamps, I can make the 
following small additions from my collection: 

( 6) Z.A.R. stamps used in Swaziland. A 
2M. on ls. (S.G. No. 198). The date of this, 
however, is 1893, at which time only stamps 
overprinted "SWAZIELAND" were valid. 
This is therefore an unauthorized usage, but 
is perhaps worth chronicling although it 
should not have been passed as there :nev£r 
was any 2½d. stamp overprinted SW AZIE
LAND. 

(7) Inter-provincials. Transvaal 10s. K.E. 
and O.R.C. 6d. K.E. 

It appears to me that there is one hiatus 
in Mr. Basden's list, viz., 1900-1902. It would 
seem likely that during this time Transvaal 
stamps overprinted V.R.I. and E.R.I. were em
ployed. Mr. Basden does not mention them 
and personally I do not know definitely 
whether such -were used or not. I merely 
hazard the suggestion in the hope that some
one else may he able to furnish conclusive 
evidence. J.H.H.P. 

U.S. SPECIALIZED CATALOGUE. 
The Scott stamp and Coin Company have 

issued a 53-page U.S. Supplement to their 
1936 Standard Catalogue. This is edited by 
John N. Luff, Hugh M. Clark and Theresa 
M. Clark. 

It includes the Provisional Postmasters' is
sues, general is;;ues from 184 7 to 1936, air 
stamps, officials, dues, stationery, revenue 
and proprietary stamps, also the provisional 
and general issues of the Confederate States. 
All major varieties are included. 

The descriptions given in this supplement 
are enlarged upon to include varieties of 
colour, plate flaws, pairs, blocks, etc., in the 
U.S. Stamp Catalogue "Exhibition Edition," 
edited by Hugh M. Clark, and published at 
$2.50. In this are described and priced the 
following stamps not listed in the Standard 
Catalogue: private perf. varieties, booklet 
panes, first day covers, post office seals, postal 
cards, telegraph stamps, private proprietary 
stamps, locals, proofs and specimens. 

Neither the general nor the specialized U.S. 
collector has complaint with such catalogues 
available for him. 

NEW REPUBLIC. 
We have recently been shown a New Re

public stamp, postmarked Vrijheid, but also 
nicely tied on piece with a Z.A.R. stamp and 
postmark of Utrecht (the Z.A.R., not the 
Netherlands one). 
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Perhaps it is not generally known that Mr. 
D. J. Esselen, who was Government Secretary 
to the New Republic, has put it on record 
that this was the custom with correspondence 
from the New Republic going outside its 
borders. 

The stamps of the New Republic were valid 
for postal and revenue purposes within the 
boundaries of that state and they were sold 
under proper authority of the government in 
the public offices. 

They were not recognized by the Postal 
Union, however, and were therefore not valid 
for postal purposes outside the boundaries 
of the state. Arrangements were made by 
the authorities of the New Republic with the 
post matsters of the border towns of Utrecht 
(in the South African Republic) and of 
Dundee (in Natal) to have letters, etc., for 
destinations outside, stamped at these offices 
with Z.A.R. or Natal stamps, respectively. 

AQUATOR. 
We have received No. 2 of a new German 

monthly paper termed Aquator, which de
scribes itself as an international magazine for 
stamp collectors. Why international is not 
quite clear, unless it be that it does not deal 
purely with German philately. The articles 
in this number, for instance, are "Tipex," "A 
trip by railway postal van from Cologne to 
Berlin," "Finnish statesmen on the new Red 
Cross issue," "Electric stamps," "Money Or
ders in Old Germany," "Curiosities in stamp 
issues." 

There are also Air Mail and New Issue sec
tions. The get-up is excellent and the paper 
can be recommended as a general philatelic 

magazine for those who can most comfortably 
read in German. 

SOUTH AFRICAN AIRWAYS "LAST 
MINUTE" SERVICE. 

South African Airways has recently intro-· 
duced a "last minute" service similar to that 
which has obtained for a long time on the 
railways. 

For an extra late fee of 2d., additional to 
the ordinary Hd. rate, you may now post 
letters to go by airmail at the aerodromes 
practically up to the time of departure of the 
plane. 

The letters are cancelled at the next sort
ing station en route. On the South-West 
run these are the terminal points, Windhoek 
and Kimberley. One therefore gets the in
teresting feature of Union stamps cancelled 
at Windhoek and South-West stamps can
celled at Kimberley. 

This service started on 1st June. 

PHILATELIC BROADCASTS. 
At the request of the local Advisory Com

mittee for School Broadcasting, Mr. L. Simen
hoff, the President of the Capetown Philatelic 
Society, will give two talks this month to the 
pupils of the Cape Province. 

The talks will be broadcast simultaneously 
from Capetown and Grahamstown from 11.15 
a.m. to 11.35 a.m. on Wednesdays, the 15th 
and 29th inst. 

The first talk will be on "Why one collects 
stamps," and the second on "How to collect." 
The illustrations and summaries of the talks 
will be published in "Die J ongspan," the 
official school radio paper, on Fridays, the 
12th and 26th July, respectively. 

JIPEX 
Intending exhibitors (and other collectors) may find the following offers of interest:-

Union complete mint sheets of K.H. ½d., plate 5, with inverted watermark. . . . . Price 50/
Union: l½d. K.H. Tete-beche printing, horizontal half sheet (120 stamps) with central gutter. Price 45/
Niatal: Full face Queen ld., (SG 50) variety "Queen in tears," fine used. . . . . . . . . . . . . Price 50/
Natal: Ditto. ½d. prov. (SG 114/124) mint pane of 60, with all varieties of type. . . . . . . Price 70/
cf.F.S.: ld. on 3d. prov. (SG 54/55) mint pane of 60, with many uncatalogued varieties of type, 

etc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Price 50/-
Northern Rhodesia,: 4d. imperf. between, with a portion of adjoining stamp, not catalogued. Price 50/
Transva,al: 1892 £5, mint sheet of 60 ( ex Remainders Stock with unlisted errors, " Stop after A " 

,and "Inverted V for A " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Price 250/
Mozambique mint sheet of 200 5c Reaper (SG 265b) with name and value ptd. double, uncata

logued and unique . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Price £25 
M,oz,ambiq,ue ¼c corner bl.ock of 6, fold-over corner, showing only part or no name and value at all, 

guaranteed unique . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Price £15 
Belgian Congo full sheets of 50 of SG Nos. 99 .at 15/-, 113a at . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75/
Belgian Oongo full sheet (50) of SG 101 with uncatalogued "no stop" errors & unlisted shades. Price 25/
Australia: Cpl. mint sheets of the Kingsford Smith 2d. and 3d. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Price 50/
Sout:h-West Africa,: 1st small o/p airmail, in mint blocks of 4: "No stop" at 75/-; "short I in AIR" 

at 35/-; "Long serif to W" at 35/-; "Blob on W" at 25/-; "Solid A" at 25/-; "AIFRICA" 
,at 35/-; "retouch under LUGPOS" at 35/-. 

All nett, registered post free. Approvals. 

A. LICHTENSTEIN,. B.P.A. 

P.O. Box 76, Rouxville, O.F.S. 
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1·····················"'':~~PE~i:························1 

~Read before the Pretoria Philatelic Society.~ 
;11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111.; 

The island of Cyprus which was England's 
earliest overseas possession and is the new
est of British Colonies, lies in the north-east 
corner of the Mediterranean 40 miles from the 
coast of Asia Minor, and 60 miles from the 
coast of Syria. The island was celebratea 
amongst the ancients for its mineral wealth, 
especially for its copper mines. 
-Egyptians, Phoenicians, Assyrians, Gr~eks, 
Persians, Romans, Normans, Venetians, 
Turks and Britons-all these people cross the 
pages of Cyprian history. 

In 58 B.C. Cyprus was annexed by Rome. 
After the division of the Roman Empire in 
A.D. 395 Cyprus passed into the hands of 
the Eastern emperors, to whom it continued 
generally subject for more than seven cen
turies. 

In 1191 Isaac Commenus, then Despot of 
Cyprus, provoked the wrath of Rich~rd I., 
King of England, who was then on his way 
to Palestine, by wantonly illtreating his cru
saders. Richard therefore wrested the island 
from Isaac and took him captive. Incidentally 
Richard was married at Limassol in Cyprus in 
May, 1191, to Berengaria, daughter of 
Sancho VI., King of Navarre. Richard then 
resumed his journey to Palestine where he 
joined the Christian besiegers of Acre in 
June and won a brilliant victory over the 
forces of Saladin, Sultan of Egypt. He then 
sold Cyprus to the Knights Templars who re
sold it to Guy de Lusignan, titular King of 
Jerusalem. He and his successors governed 
the island for nearly 3 centuries. The last 
of these, King James II. of Cyprus, married 
a Venetian lady of rank in order to secure the 
support of the powerful republic of Venice, 
but after his death his wife made over the 
island to that Republic in 1489. In 1571 the 
Turks under Selim II. proceeded to conquer 
the island from the Venetians and retained 
possession of it for 300 years, until its cession 
to England for administrative purposes was 
completed at Constantinople on June 4, 1878. 
On the outbreak of hostilities with Turkey on 
November 5, 1914, the island was annexed 
by England. On May 1, 1925, the island was 
given the status of a Colony by Letters Patent, 
and the High Commissioner became Governor. 

The island which is 140 miles long by 60 
miles wide, has a population of some 350,000. 
Of these about 65,000 are Moslems, the re
mainder comprising Christians, Maronites, 
Armenians and Anglicans. The languages 
spoken are a local dialect of Modern Greek; 
Osmanli Turkish by the Moslems; English 
and French by the educated classes. The 
principal exports are Iron Pyrites. Carobs. 
potatoes, wines, raisi:us. etc. 

THE POSTAGE STAMPS OF CYPRUS. 

Pursuant to the Anglo-Turkish Convention 
of 4th June, 1878, Cyprus was formally occu
pied by a British force on the 27th of July, 
1878, and military post offices were e~tab
lished at Nikosia, Larnaca, Famagusta, L1ma
sol, Kyrenia and other centres. Prior to the 
British occupation the postal system was 
under Turkish control and ordinary current 
Turkish adhesives were employed in the 
island and as these bore no overprint, the 
postmark is the only way of distinguishing 
such specimens. For all practical purposes 
these can therefore be ruled out as far as 
the ordinary collector is concerned, although 
such issues would form a valuable and in
teresting addition to that of an advanced col
lector. Ordinary unoverprinted British stamps 
were used between July, 1878, and February, 
1880. The values were as follows :-M. rose
red; ld. red; 2d. blue; 2½d. lilac-rose; 2M. 
blue; 4d. sage-green; 6d. grey; ls. green and 
ls. brown. 

These stamps were employed for inland as 
well as overseas postage which is unique, 
and may be identified by means of the serial 
numbers supplied to the various island post 
offices. These stamps, owing to their limited 
issue, are comparatively scarce, so that the 
general collector may well commence his col
lection with the distinctive stamps supplied 
for use in the island. These were British 
stamps overprinted "Cyprus" in sans-serif 
type by Messrs. De La Rue and Co., of L...Qn
don, and were issued as from the 5th Feb
ruary, 1880. The values were :-½d. rose 
ld. red; 2½d. lilac-rose; 4d. pale green; 6d. 
grey; ls. green. 

The overprint on the ½d. stamp is smaller 
than on the other values. The 2½d. value was 
the first of the series to be put on sale in 
Cyprus and the three highest values are com
paratively scarce, especially the ls. value. In 
February, 1881, the stock of overprinted ½d. 
stamps became exhausted in Cyprus and as 
there was no time to send to England for 
fresh supplies a quantity of the ld. red were 
surcharged "Half-penny" in black sans-serif 
letters. There are no less than three types 
of this surcharge, the length of the over
print having been contracted from 18½ m.m. 
to 16½ m.m., and finally to 13 m.m. with 
smaller letters. The surcharging generally 
was faulty and defective, particularly in 
Type 3, where double, triple, and even quad
ruple surcharges are known. 

It having been found in practice that Eng
lish currency was ill adapted to the require
ments of a country whose commercial 
transactions were uniformly made in Turkish 
paras and piastres orders were sent to Eng
land to produce new stamps of the paras
piastres denominations. The new stamps were 
printed by Messrs. De La Rue and Co., from 
one of their "stock" plates on paper water
marked Crown C.C., the name of the country 
and the face values being added by a second 
process. The values were ½ piastre emerald 
Q;reen; 1 piastre rose; 2 piastres blue; 4 
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piastres pale olive-green; and 6 piastres 
olive-grey. 

These stamps were accompanied by a sup
ply of the time-honoured British Penny Red 
surcharged in black ( Cyprus 30 paras) . In 
1882 this overprinted stamp ran short and 
it was found necessary to make provision by 
surcharging the current 1 piastre with 30 
paras-the surcharge being 16 m.m. in length. 
This provisional stamp was in use from May 
22 to June 7, 1882. Next we come to the 
double ½ surcharge on the ½ piastre value 
which was occasioned owing to a confusion 
arising between the colours of this stamp 
and the 2 piastre stamp when seen in artificial 
Jig-ht. The surcharging of the ½ piastre was 
first done locally in Cyprus, but the later 
printing was the work of De La Rue and Co. 
Of this numeral overprint there are four 
distinct types, some of which are quite scarce. 

Commencing in June, 1882, a new issue of 
stamps identical in design to the previous set 
made their appearance. The paper however 
is watermarked Crown "C.A." and the shades 
also differ to a more or less marked degree. 
In 1886 an entirely new value, a 12 piastre 
orange-brown was added to the set. 

Commencing in 1894 a series of bi-coloured 
stamps came into gradual use, similar in other 
respects to the last-mentioned issue. This is
sue, however, included three new denomina
tions, a. nine piastres brown and carmine, an 
18 piastres slate-grey and brown, and a 45 
piastres purple and blue. 

Following the accession in January, 1901, 
of King Edward VII., the familiar profile 
portrait of His late Majesty, as seen on the 
regular British stamps of this reign was 
adapted to the existing frame design for use 
in Cyprus. Stamps of the first printing 
with the single C.A. watermark were is
sued _in 1903 and are comparatively scarce, 
especially the 9, 18 and 45 piastres. The 
stamps were surface printed by Messrs. De 
La Rue and Co. 

In 1904 a similar set was issued but printed 
on the watermarked multiple Crown "C.A." 
paper. ~n 1907 an addition of a 5 paras 
stamp b1stre and black was made to this 
issue. 

In 1912 a new issue bearing the head of 
King George was made also on the mult. 
Crown "C.A." paper. In 1922 two stamps of 
higher value, a 10s. green and red on yel
low and a £1 purple and black on red were 
issued. These two stamps were in use for 
less than 2 years and are two of the rarest 
of modern colonials. 

In 1923 certain colour changes were made 
and two new values were introduced. TheseJ 
were :-H piastres yellow and black· 2i 
piastres blue and purple. ' 

In 1924 an entirely new set appeared. The 
design is somewhat similar to the previous 
one, but the inclusion of the inscription 
"Postage and Revenue" has considerably con
tracted the central portion which bears a pro
file portrait of King George on a shield. New 
values introduced comprised:- ¼ piastre grey 
and chestnut; i piastre green; 4½. piastre black 

and orange on emerald; 90 piastre green and 
red on yellow; and in 1928 £5 black on yellow. 

In 1925 the colours of the ½ and i piastre 
were interchanged, the H piastre was altered 
from orange and black to scarlet while the 
2 piastre carmine and green became yellow 
and black, and the 2i piastre blue and purple 
was replaced by a 2½ piastre bright blue. 

These stamps remained in Issue until the 
introduction of the Jubilee Commemorative 
Issue on 1st February, 1928, to which we 
come next. 

(To be continued). 

KENYA AND UGANDA POSTAGE DUES 
USED IN TANGANYIKA. 

On the 6th June, 1933, the following of
ficial notice was published at Dar-Es-Salaam 
by the Tanganyika Post Office under the sig
nature of D. M. Fraser, Deputy Postmaster 
General:-

On and from the 1st July, 1933, Postage 
Due Labels showing the charges due will be 
affixed to all correspondence and packets 
(Excluding Parcels) on which surcharges 
have been raised through postage having been 
unpaid or insufficiently prepaid. 

Members of the public are accordingly 
asked to refuse to pay any postal charges on 
correspondence ( Excluding Parcels) tendered 
for delivery on and after the 1st July, 1933, 
unless Postage Due Labels to the value of 
the charges claimed are affixed to the cor
respondence in question. The initial supply 
of labels are printed "Kenya and Uganda." 

These remained in use until the Kenya, 
Uganda and Tanganyika set came into use on 
1st May, 1935. 

Messrs. Bridger and Kay, Ltd., of 170 
Strand, London, have sent us a copy of their 
1936 price list of British Colonial Postage 
stamps. 

This is really worth studying. There :is 
very little that the general collector of Bri
tish colonials can want that is not priced in 
here, and there is quite a lot for the special
ist too. 

The prices given are for fine copies only 
and numerous items are marked which can 
be supplied in blocks, etc. These will be sup
plied at the rate quoted for single stamps. 

Prices are strictly nett, as given in the 
list, so that buyers know exactly where they 
are and we note that they are sold under 
the standard guarantee. 
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Society News [
- ---- -. - ........... ·-. 

PRETORIA, 
President, A. E. Basden, Hon. Secretary,. 

Prof. H. A. Wager, Box 514. Meetings, 1st 
and 3rd Mondays, Technical College, 8 p.m. 

June 2nd. Two new members were elected. 
The chairman announced that the S.A. Phila
telic Congress would meet on November 7th 
and 8th at Johannesburg during the week of 
the Philatelic Exhibition. 

A paper was read by Mr. Klagsbrun on 
Double Prints and Blurred Impressions. The 
method of printing recess stamps was, de
scribed as also the means by which double 
impressions may be produced. Collectors were 
warned against accepting blurred impressions 
as double impressions. 

Mr. Basden showed a very fine collection 
of Griqualand West and Mr. Obermeyer some 
Stellaland. 

June 15th. There were three nominations 
for membership. The Chairman hoped that 
as many members as possible would send in 
exhibits to the Johannesburg Philatelic Ex
hibition. 

Many interesting novelties were shown. 
Mr. Crundall read a paper on the Belgian 

Congo. He first gave a geographical and his
torical survey of the country and then the 
different issues of stamps. The stamps over
printed Taxes, etc., are now definitely known 
to be Postage Due Stamps notwithstanding 
the intimation in Gibbons that they are only 
cancellation marks. 

Very fine exhibits of Belgian Congo were 
provided by Messrs. Mummery, Harrington 
and Basden. 

H.A.W. 

PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF NATAL. 
President, H. de Terrasson; Hon. Secretwry, 

Mrs. Reed, Box 588, Durban. Meetings, 1st 
Wednesdays, Durban Publicity Bureau. 

June. The monthly general meeting was 
held as usual in the lounge of the Durban 
Publicity Bureau, and was very well attended. 

The display was given by Mr. W. P. Angus 
and consisted of practically all of the com
memorative stamps of the United States of 
America. These were very well written up 
and amply described. Several of the regular 
issues were included, both used and unused, 
also first day covers. 

This collection of 97 pages contains no 
varieties or uncatalogued shades, and it gave 
a wonderful insight into the subjects that 
could be made use of for publicity, or know
ledge to spread abroad regarding the history 
of the country. 

G.R. 

PORT ELIZABETH. 

President, G. K. Forbes. Hon. Sec., C. W. 
Sheffield, c/o. Messrs. Joseph and Sons, :1\fain 
Street. Meetings, 3rd Tuesdays, Afr1cana 
Room, Public Library, 7.45 p.m. 

There was a good muster of members for 
the Annual General Meeting of the local So
ciety, held on the 19th May, and among the 
varied items of general business were the 
election to membership of Mr. C. W. Wicks 
and an application to form a Junior Phila
telic Society in Grahamstown. The secretary 
read the Annual Report for 1935-36, and the 
document certainly did him great credit. The 
Society now enters upon its 24th year of 
existence and members are looking forward 
to reading an account of the history of the 
Society, which is being compiled by Mr. Mow
bray, a foundation and life member. The Re
port pleads for a big increase in membership 
and urges all members to try and introduce 
someone new during the coming year. The 
Junior Philatelic Society was founded during 
the year and its initial success is undoubtedly 
due to the wholehearted efforts of Messrs. 
G. K. Forbes and C. A. Larsen. The Ex
change Department has proved its value dur
ing the past twelve months thanks to the 
energy of. our able superintendent, Mr. J. 
McGregor; 12 packets were sent out, with an 
aggregate value of over £112 of which over 
£34 worth were disposed of. Members are 
encouraged to enclose both Want and Sales 
Lists in the monthly packet and thereby in
crease its usefulness. The Financial Report 
was read and passed and this shows a cred
itable balance on the right side. 

The election of officers was then pro
ceeded with and the following were unani
mously elected for the year 1936-3~{. 
P,resident, Mr. C. K. Forbes. 

Hon. Secretary and Treasurer, Mr. C. W. 
Sheffield. 

Exchange Superintendent, Mr. J. McGregor. 
Correspondent for S.A. Philatelist, Mr. L. 

F. Addis-Smith. 
Hon. Auditor, Mr. J. McMillan. 
Standing Committee, Messrs. Harmer, A.H. 

Hemming, Phillips and C. J. King. 
The display for the evening was air mails 

and members were much indebted to Mr. J. 
McMillan for showing his fine selection of 
Air Mails on covers, which included a num
ber of rare first flights. The collection was 
strong in early Union and South-West Afri
can flights, and was tastefully mounted on 
white cardboard, a full description being ap
pended to each item. At the same time there 
wa~ shown a number of covers being a repre
sentative selection of Air Mail stamps be
longing to Mr. A. Kennedy. 

At the General Meeting held on June 9, the 
following programme compiled by the Stand
ing Committee was discussed and agreed to: 

JULY, 1936: A Display of the Stamps of 
Egypt, with a lecture by Mr. L. F. Addis
Smith. (Members are requested to bring their 
collections of Egyptian stamps for exhibition.) 
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AUGUST.-Stamps of the Pacific Islands. 
(New Zealand, Niue, Penrhyn Is., Samoa, 
New Hebrides, Tonga, Fiji Is., Gilbert and 
Ellis Is., etc.). Members are requested to 
bring their collections of this group for dis
play purposes. 

SEPTEMBER-Stamps of the West Indian 
Islands. (Members are requested to bring 
their collections of this group for display pur
poses.) 

OCTOBER-Colours .Regarding Stamps. 
Lecture by Mr. A. Howard Hemming. 

NOVEMBER-Special Display of the 
. Stamps of Great Britain, with commentary by 
Mr. MacGregor. 

DECEMBER-President's .Evening-Com
petition. Twelve stamps will be described and 
members will be asked to identify them. 

JANUARY, 1937.-Stamps of South 
A mericia. ( Members are requested to bring 
their collections of South American stamps 
for exhibition.) 

FEBRU ARY.-"The Stamp I Consider 
Most Interesting, and Why." Each member 
will be required to exhibit his most interest
ing single stamp and give reasons for his 
choice. Members not exhibiting will be fined 
the sum of sixpence. 

MARCH.-An Exhibition of the Society's 
Collection. Members are requested to contri
bute items to fill the gaps. 

APRIL.-"The Set of Stamps ( or portion 
therof) that I Like Best." A fine of three
pence will be levied on members not exhibit
ing. 

NOTE: It is hoped to arrange a stamp auc-
tion at every meeting. L.F.A-S. 

EAST LONDON. 
President, B. S. Wilson; Hon. Secretary, 

C. H. Thornton, 35 St. Mark's Road. Meetings, 
1st Thursdays, Railway Institute, 8 p.m. 

The usual monthly meeting of the Society 
was held at the Railway Institute, at 8 p.m., 
•on Thursday, 15th May. 

The attendance was good and included two 
visitors, Mr. Conrad and Mr. Franklin. We 
were also pleased to welcome Mr. Sprighton 
from Johannesburg, who is also one of our 
members. 

As there had not been any meeting of the 
Committee since April, the subjects for dis
cussion were left over for the next monthly 
meeting in June. 

The display, which was of the Union of 
South Africa, was given by most of the :mem
bers. There was a good show of the early is
sues, both mint and used, and a nice selec
tion of Postage Dues, also some interesting 
Air Mails. 

Mr. Cowie then followed with a display of 
Gambia and Nigeria. A very fine lot and 
greatly admired. • 

Mr. Sprighton then addressed the meeting 
with regard to the Stamp Exhibition to be 
held in connection with the Empire Exhibi
tion which was taking place at Johannesburg 
this year. 

Mr. Sprighton explained at great length 
what was being done by the Johannesburg 
Philatelic Society to make the Exhibition a 
success, and appealed for exhibits as well as 
contributions of money or stamps to assist 
to defray the expenses. 

The Annual Dinner of the Society was held 
in the Oak Room at Deal's Hotel at 7.30 p.m. 
on Thursday, 16th April. The attendance was 
splendid, and included Mr. Carnell, a Past 
President of the Society. 

The company was in rather a serious mood, 
perhaps due to the very excellent fare put be
fore them, with the result that speeches were 
overlooked. Nevertheless a very enjoyable 
evening was spent, which also inciuded a dis
play of all varieties of stamps. 

Mr. Sprighton was warmly congratulated 
on his mounting and writing up of the King's 
Jubilee issues. W.H. 

CAPETOWN. 
President, L. Simenhoff, Hon. Sec., G. W. 

Morris, St. George's St., Simonstown. Meet
ings, 2nd Thursdays, Railway Institute, 8 p.m. 

On May 28 the members of the Society had 
the pleasure of seeing a very fine display by 
Mr. G. B. Heydenrych of the stamps of Gam
bia. There was an exceptionally good :cepre
sentation of all issues, and as can be expected 
the early embossed issues caused many expres
sions of admiration. Mint and used copies 
were seen in profusion, and this coupled with 
the extensive display of the- later issues with 
blocks, shade varieties, etc., resulted in what 
was a most interesting evening. 

A new note was struck at the :meeting 
held on June 11, when the display was given 
by Mr. J. H. de J ongh. This display con
sisted of "Stamp Pictures" which whilst not 
truly a "philatelic" event nevertheless aroused 
more interest and enthusiasm than has be2n 
seen in the Society for a long time. These 
pictures consist of drawings or sketches de
picting such diverse subjects as birds, flowers, 
Bruce Bairnsfather sketches, and last but by 
no means least, Charlie Chaplin. The whole 
of the colouring of these pictures is done by 
postage stamps cut to design, the intricacy 
of which can only be appreciated by inspec
tion. As the majority of the sketches were 
done over ten years ago, wonder was ex
pressed as to how the artist had managed to 
hide his gifts for so long. 

ORANGE FREE STATE. 
At the meeting on June 12 of the Orange 

Free State and Basutoland Philatelic Society 
(with Mr. F. Carter in the chair), it was 
reported that a satisfactory beginning had 
been made in connection with semi-official 
instruction in the educational elements of 
philately in local schools. Five schools had 
been visited by members of the Society, and 
it was hoped to cover the remaining schools 
after the July holidays. It was learnt that 
Bloemfontein St. Andrew's School had formed 
a boys' stamp-collecting club. 
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An international stamp exhibition, sponsored 
by the Johannesburg Philatelic Society, is to 
be held during the first half of November this 
year in connection with the Johannesburg 
jubilee celebrations. Since the Bloemfontein 
Society is a congress associate, the meeting 
decided to support the scheme with a donation 
of £2 2s. Local members were invited to enter 
exhibits. 

The reading of interesting items of stamp 
news, "Current Topics," by the exchange 
superintendent, is now a monthly feature of 
the Society's meetings. 

Two new members were enrolled. 
An educative ten-minute talk by the presi

dent on the manufacture of hand-made paper 
concluded a pleasant evening. F.J.H. 

JOHANNESBURG. 
President, J. H. Harvey Pirie; Hon. Secre

tary, F. E. Ingham, Box 4967. Meetings, 2nd 
Tuesdays, Carlton Hotel, 7.45 p.ru. 

The 6th Annual General Meeting was held 
at the Carlton Hotel on June 9, 1936. 

The reports from the various officers 
showed that the Society's position was very 
bright. 

The average attendance was most satisfac
tory, whilst the Hon. Exchange Superintend
ent revealed that the Society's activities in 
this direction were extremely profitable and 
active. 

Mr. Morley, th,e retiring president, con
gratulated the Society on its sound position 
and thanked the office-bearers for their as
sistance and hard work. 

The election of office-bearers for the com
ing year resulted in the following members 
being selected: 

President, Dr. J. H. Harvey Pirie. 
Vice-President, E. Sprighton. 
Secretary, F. E. Ingham. 
Secretary for the Exhibition, J. H. Jenkins. 
Treasurer, G. J. Houbert. 
Exchange Superintendent, Mrs. W. Red

ford. 
Librarian, J. W. K. Schofield. 
The remaining three vacancies on the com

mittee were filled by Messrs. W. Redford, 
Major Milligan and Mark Rose. 

The display for the evening was in the 
hands of Mr. Houbert, who showed the So
ciety's collection of Southern Africa. The 
members were very pleased with the display 
which is gradually becoming a very fine one. 

F.E.I. 

RHODESIA. 
President, F. W. Porter; Hon. Secretary, L. 

Atkinson, Box 587, Bulawayo. Meetings, 4th 
Mondays, Room 6, Royal Exchange Buildings, 
Bulawayo, 8.15 p.m. 

The monthly meeting of the Society was 
held in Room 27, Stock Exchange Buildings, 
on Thursday, 26th May. There was quite 
a good attendance and t½.e meeting went off 
without a hitch. Mr. F. W. Porter exhibited 
his collection of mint and used Union stamps. 
The collection only goes as far as the London 

printing of the pictorials but it contained 
many varieties and was very extensive. Mem
bers complained that sales packets took too 
long to go round, so it was decided to im
pose a penalty on members who kept the 
packets for more than a week. Members also 
desired to exchange stamps among themselves~ 
so it was decided to hold an exchange even
ing periodically. The next evening was to be 
set aside for that purpose. Mr. Walter sent 
in his resignation, which was regretfully ac
cepted. The secretary, Mr. L. Atkinson, an
nounced that he would have to resign from 
the post at the next meeting, the annual one, 
as he could not find time for it. The members 
expressed their regret as Mr. Atkinson had 
been secretary for several years and has done 
much good work for the Society. F.W.P. 

SOME RECENT LONDON AUCTION 
PRICES FOR AFRICANS. 

BASUTOLAND.-Single 6d. official, £29. 
BECHUANALAND.-1889 ½d. slate, opt. 

double, one inverted, 70s.; one vertical, 55s. 
BELGIAN CONGO.-Urundi, 1916, 5 fr. 57s. 

6d. 
B.E.A.-4a on G.B. 5d .. 30s. 
CAPE.-Woodblock, ld. carmine (S.G. 13a) 

superb used, £41. De la Rue, 4d. dark bme 
(S.G. 19) mint block of eight, £12 10s. De 
la Rue, superb mint pair, £6. ls. brilliant 
mint (21), £6 5s. 

GAMBIA.-1869, 6d. pale blue (S.G. 4), fine 
mint, 95s. 

GOLD COAST.-1889 20s. green and red, pen 
cancelled, 22s. 

KENYA.-Nos. 1-16 "Specimen," 44s. 50R, 
script C.A., £15 10s. 

LAGOS.-1884-6. 5s. fine mint, 115s. 
MADAGASCAR-Consular Mail. Collection 

cat. £6, 20s. 
NATAL.-1802, £10 and £20 "Specimen," £4. 

1891 £10 used, £3 1896 £10 used, 100s. 
NYASALAND.-1895, £10 and £25 "Speci

men," 50s. 
RHODESIA.-1896 error "Company" omitted, 

£32. 
S. RHODESIA.-1924 6d., imperf. between 

( only 6 pairs known), £19. 
TRANSV AAL.-C.S.A.R. set ½d., ld., 2d., 6d., 

and ls., 44s. Unissued 2d. grey K.E. "Speci
men," 42s. K.E. £5 "Specimen" 24s., another 
34s. Wolmaranstad, 2M. with O'pt. in blue, 
uncat., 55s. 

ZANZIBAR.-1908, 20R mint, 52s. 6d. 200R 
"Specimen" 46s. 1913, 40R used, 28s. 

ZULULAND.-£5 used, 105s. 

FIRST FLIGHT COVERS. 
Large selection of African Flights in stock, in
cluding many scarce items. I specialize in the 
First Flights of Great Britain and British 
Colonies. Price lists on request. Send me your 
want lists. Every order will have my personal 

attention and satisfaction is guaranteed. 
WANTED Gambia First Flights. Send details 

and lowest price. 
JOHN EDGAR, 

5 Lloyd Ro,ad, Hove, SUSSEX, England. 
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The following Editorial, taken from our 
contemporary, the Au_stralian 8_tamp monthly, 
appears .to u~, m_utatis mutandis, as applying 
to South Africa Just as much as to Australia: 

The. exhi~ition occupies a very important 
place m philately to-day, but its true value 
has not yet been fully realised in Australia. 

The excellent propaganda arising from a 
national exhibition need not be stressed here
following an exhibition, stamp-collecting usu
ally experiences a "boom" period-but it is 
essential, if this condition is to be maintained 
that exhibitions be held more frequentlv. ' 

There are numerous difficulties in the way 
of organisation of national or international 
exhibitions at regular intervals, but the ·•be
tween I?er_iods" offer an excellent opportunity 
for societies to arrange smaller local exhibi
tions which, by creating public interest, serve 
to maintain and develop the hobby. 

Within recent years some progress has been 
made in this direction, and the societies con
cerned are to be commended, but much more 
remains to he achieved. 

We have previously stressed the :necessity 
for organised co-operation in philately, and 
if or when such is attained one consequence 
will be the holding of numerous local exhi
bitions. 

Organisation such as previously outlined 
must come eventually, but until it is achieved, 
Australian philately will lag behind that of 
other countries. 

National and international exhibitions set 
the standards for modern philately; they il
lustrate philatelic developments in every di
rection, but because they are only held oc
casionally, collectors are handicapped by this 
very fact. If series of small exhibitions were 
conducted, the handicap would disappear, 
changes would be gradual, and the competi
tive spirit fostered to the ultimate benefit 
of the hobby. 

The task of organising exhibitions is, how
ever, no easy one. At VICVI many societies 
assisted, but in South Australia the next ex
hibition is being conducted solely by the Phila
telic Society of South Australia, and its mem
bers are b€aring a very heavy burden. 

South Australia has always assisted other 
Australasian exhibitions, and in order that 
the next exhibition can be a complete success 
the organising committee require the support 
of the whole philatelic fraternity. 

We believe that the next exhibition will 
prove of great benefit to the hobby through
out the Commonwealth and in South Australia 
in particular, but it is essential that this good 
work be continued by philatelic activities in 
the other States. 

;-11111•111n11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111n;; 

I Correspondence I 
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Editor, 
S.A. Philatelist, 
I wonder whether any of your readers can 

explain for me a cover which has recently 
come into my possession. It bears on face ld. 
and 2d. Z.A.R. stamps and a 50 rels Mocam
bique stamp all cancelled Lorenco Marques, 
August 2, 1893. 

On the back are the following postmarks: 
Barberton Z.A.R. Aug. 2; Natal G.P.O. Aug. 
12; London Sept. 11 and ? Oporto Sept. 15, 
all 1893. 

Why the Mocambique stamp? 
The information I possess is that the Por

tuguese African Colonies entered the Universal 
Postal Union in July, 1877; Natal in Ju~y, 
1892, and Transvaal in January, 1893. 

But the S.A. Year Book in its artic1e on 
Postal matters mentions a South Afr'c1n 
Postal Convention of 1898 and that "The 
Portuguese Province of Mozambique became a 
party to the Union at a later date." 

Can anyone elucidate? 
Yours, etc., 

LANCELOT A. B. SHARPE. 
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The President of the Philatelic Society of 
Tasmania, Mr. P. Malone, who is attending 
the Paignton Philatelic Congress, has ~om
plained that the world-famous "Tapling" col
lection in the British Museum is deterior
ating from l!lck of expert attention. An of
ficial of the Museum, while not denying Mr. 
Malone's allegations, submits that thousands 
of collectors have inspected the collection 
during the past thirty years without any 
complaint previously being made. Mr. Malone 
has been ,invited to submit suggestions for 
the possible improvement of the display of 
the collection. 

The death has occurred of Mr. S. A. Dia", 
of the Bombay Philatelic Co. The business 
is being carried on, as previously, by his rnn, 
Mr. D. Dias. 

A collection of the Victorian stamps of Ber
muda, entered by Mr. ~T oseph Outer bridge, 
was awarded first prize at the International 
Stamp and Coin Exposition held recently 
under the auspices of the Philatelic and 
Numismatic Society of Key West. 

Three special stamps were issued by Italy 
on May 26 to celebrate the forcible Italian 
occupation of Ethiopia. The denominations, 
each portraying King Victor Emmanuel, com 
prise 25c., 30c. and 50c. Inscriptions are in 
both the Italian and Amharic languages. 

Philatelists have extended a warm welcome 
to the Right Hon. W. Ormsby-Gore, M.P., 
upon his appointment as H.M. Secretary of 
State for the Colonies. Mr. Ormsby-Gore was 
elected a Fellow of the Royal Philatelic So
ciety, London, in 1927, and specialises in 
the stamps of the Near East-perhaps be
cause his war service took him to Palestine! 

A recently-registered New Zealand com
pany is Messrs. A. Brodie, Ltd., 19 Hillaby's 
Buildings, Auckland, philatelists, curio dealers, 
etc. The capital is £1,600 in £1 shares, of 
which £1,400 is held by A. Brodie and £200 
by E. Brodie. 

DUPLICATE HIM. 

There was a man in our town 
Whose stamps brought lots of joys; 
He gave away his duplicates 
To several girls and boys. 

They traded with each other 
And had just loads of fun. 
I wonder if some other man 
Would do as he has done ! 
E. F. Vane in Linn's Weekly Stamp News. 

EGYPTIAN HIGH VALUES. 
By far the great majority of "used" 

Egyptian high values seen in collections and 
stocks were not postally used despite their 
postmark-like cancellations but did service 
as revenues. Look closely. "Douane" is not 
a post office-it stands for "Customs Duty 
Paid." Importers soak them off their in
voices and sell them to local dealers in huge 
quantity. They commonly reach England and 
America via Paris and are welcomed by fas
tidious collectors who wouldn't touch them 
with a ten-foot pole if they bore the custom
ary coloured fiscal cancellation and we:re re
cognized as Revenues. Just another case where 
ignorance is bliss. 

GEORGE V. D. BERG in Stnmps. 

COLLECTORS' WANTS 
AND OFFERS 

(Twopence per word per insertion with 
minimum of 2/- per insertion). 

" Specimen Stamps.''-Great Britain, 
British Colonial and Foreign wanted. 

Saul A. Klagsbrun, P.O. Box 846, Pre·· 
toria. 

Swaziland. Unusual items, covers, 
Transvaal and other stamps used in 
Swaziland (vide postmarks) required 
by 

A. E. Basden, P.O. Box 238, Pretoria. 

Airmails.-Prior to sending my airmail 
collection overseas, I give you a last 
chance to get genuine 1st Flight covers 
and cards 1911 Kenilworth, 1920 Beau
fort We·st, also First De Aar, 
Grahamstown and many others. 20o/c 
reduction on listed prices for August 
only. 

C. L. L . .Murray, Murrnysburg, C.P. 

Orange F:ree State.-Approval selections 
wanted. Must be fine, well-centred 
copies. 

William Redford, Box 7012, Johannes
burg. 

Exchanges.-Myer Emporium Staff 
Philatelic Club, Melbourne, Australia, 
seeks personal exchanges Union Col
lectors. Also 100-200 good mixtures. 
Register sendings. Write:-

S. V. Cain. 

Ceylon Pictorials, 8 different, 1/2; 2 doz., 
3 different, 1/2; 2 doz., 6 cts. Jubilees, 
1/8. Post paid. Uncrossed B.P.O. 

Hector Att.apattu, Nawala,pit;iya, Cey'on. 
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;==' Air Mail Notes j=_~ 

-By I. Greenbaum. 
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COMPLETION OF THE FIRST EMPIRE 
FLYING-BOAT. 

"Canopus," first of the Imperial Airways 
fleet of new Empire flying-boats, was brought 
out on July 2, from the erecting shops of 
Messrs. Short Brothers, at Rochester, Kent, 
and was seen for the first time in all its im
pres&ive size, as it stood out on the slipway 
prior to being launched on the river Medway, 
for preliminary flights. 

When these flying-boats will be in com
mission, one can gain an idea of the mighty 
power that will waft these winged ships 
through the sky in day, and night flights en
abling an air journey right through from Eng
land to Australia to be accomplished in not 
rno:i:e than about a week, and to Durban, in 
not more than four days. 

THE FIRST AIRMAIL FROM QUEENS
TOWJ.~ TO CAPE TOWN, 18th MAY, 1935. 

During the early part of May the coastal 
region between Durban and Cape Town was in 
the grip of a flood of unprecedented severity 
and the rain which poured down continuously 
for eight days and submerged railway lines 
for distances of 20 miles and transformed 
aerodromes into lakes, thus disorganising all 
forms of transport and delaying the R.A.F. 
troop carrier's flight from Durban. 

South African Airways experienced great 
difficulty in maintaining the schedule on the 
normal coastal route owing to their 10-ton 
.Junker machines becoming weatherbound at 
the aerodromes. 

The liner carrying the mails from Cape 
Town on the 13th became bogged at Uiten
hage and was held up there for over a week. 
A second liner used on the Rand-Durban ser
vice was instructed to return and land at 
Ladysmith owing to the unserviceable state 
of the Durban aerodrome, and the ordinary 
weekly service from Durban to Cape Town on 
the 17th May had to be cancelled. 

In order to have a machine available at Cape 
Town to carry the incoming steamer's mail 
from England to Durban on Monday, 20th 
May, it was decided ~o despatch the third 
largest machine specially from Durban to 
Cape Town on Saturday, the 18th May, with 
passengers and mails and to divert the route 
on this special flight round the f 1ood, the 
machine "Simon van der Stel," piloted by 
Capt. F. C. J. Fry, making landings at the 
inland towns of Queenstown and Beaufort 
West instead of proceeding via the ordinary 
coastal route. 

This was the first occasion on which the 
service from Durban to Cape Town had been 
flown in one day and also the first occasion 

that it has been necessary to adopt an inland 
route for th~ coastal service. 

A small mail was carried from Queenstown 
consisting of only 11 covers. The mail from 
Durban itself was very small, as the mail in
tended for connecting with the steamer to 
England had been forwarded to Cape Town 
by rail. The service from Cape Town to 
Durban on the 20th May was also flown round 
the flood. · 

In our next issue we will give a further 
series of interesting South African special 
fl.ights. 

"JIPEX" 
Opening Ceremony. 

Th€ Minister of Posts and Telegraphs, Sen
ator The Hon. C. F. Clarkson, has kindly 
agreed to perform the opening ceremony of 
the Exhibition on Monday, November 2nd. 
Exact time and further details to be arranged 
later. 
Australian Official Exhibits. 

The Note and Stamp Printing Branch of 
the Postal Department has notified its in
tention of sending an exhibit of the 1·ecess
p.rinted stamps of the Commonwealth. This 
exhibit is separate from that already promised 
by the Government Printer, Mr. Ash. 
Jury. 

Mr. N. Welsford, who was Secretary of the 
Organizing Committee of the Durban 1928 
International Exhibition, has just written 
from Japan to say that he hopes to b2 able 
to serve on the Jury. 
Johannesburg Post Office Exhibit. 

The Johannesburg Post Office has supplied 
specimens of every cancellation in use at the 
present time in Johannesburg, and the number 
is surprisingly large. These are being ar
ranged and mounted by members of the Phila
telic Society of Johannesburg as a special ex
hibit. A collection of old Johannesburg post
marks would be a fine supplement to this. 

Exhibition Stamps. 
The issue of special commemorative minia

ture sheets has not yet been agreed to by the 
Union postal authorities. 
Visit to c1, Gold Mine. 
Arrangements will be made for visitors to the 
Exhibition to see over a gold mine if they 
should desire to. Those wishing to make a 
trip must send in their names beforehand 
and should state between what dates they 
would he able to join a party. 

Donations. 
The Committee gratefully acknowledges re

ceipt of the following donations towards the 
Exhibition funds: 
Mr. Park Smith, Strand, C.P. . . . . £1 1 0 
M. A. Cross, M uthill, Scotland . . 17 6 
W. D. Vallance, Marandellas . . 10 6 
Port Elizabeth Philatelic Society 2 2 0 
J. Herbert Curle . . . . . . . . . . 10 0 0 
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Index of Contemporary Articles 

Most of the papers indexed are available 
for readers to borrow, but will they please 
send stamps to cover postage of anything 
they desire to have on loan? 

LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS. 
American Philatelist . . . . . . . . . . . . A.P. 
Annales de Philatelie (Les) . . . . . . Ann.P. 
Air Post Journal . . . . . . . . . . . . A.P.J. 
Australian Stamp Journal . . . . . . . . A.S.J. 
Australian Stamp Monthly . . . . . . A.S.M. 
British Philatelist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . B.P. 
Collectors' Club Philatelist . . . . . . . . C.C.P. 
Exchangiste Universe[ (L') . . . . . . . . E.U. 
Gibbons' Stamp Monthly . . . . . . . . G.S.M. 
Godden's Gazette . . . . . . . . . . . . . . G.G. 
Linn's Weekly Stamp News . . . . . . . . L.W. 
London Philatelist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . L.P. 
Mekeel' s Weekly Stamp News . . . . . . M. W. 
Philatelist (Rotte.rdam) . . . . . . . . . . Ph. 
Philatelic Journal of Great Britain P.J.G.B. 
Philateliste Belge . . . . . . . . . . . . . . P.B. 
Philatelic Magazine . . . . . . . . . . . . P.M. 
Postmarke (Die) . . . . . . . . Pmk. 
Revue Postale (La) . . . . . . . . . . . . Rev.P. 
Scott's Monthly Journal . . . . . . . . S.M.J. 
Sieger-Post . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . S.P. 
Stamps (New York) . . . . . . . . . . . . S. 
Stamps and Cover Collecting . . . . . . S.C.C. 
Stamp Collecting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . S.C. 
Stamp Collectors' Fortnightly S.C.F. 
Stamp Lover . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . S.L. 
Stamp Maga.zine S.M. 
A USTRIA.-Die erste Ausgabe von Oester-

reich und Lombardei-Venetien (contd.), 
Pmk. June 18. 

BARBADOS.-Barbados bisected "Postage 
Due," P.M. June 12. 

BELGIUM.-Nos premiers timbres -~ypo
graphies (contd.), P.B. May. Latest dis
coveries in the Belgian Pre-stamp covers, 
L.P. May. 

BERMUDA.-Designs ( of latest pictorials), 
G.S.M. July. 

BULGARIA.-Commemorative stamps (con
tinued), S.C. June 20 and 27. 

CANADA.-The le. 1932 medallion type. 
Variety resembling flat-plate printing, S. 
June 27. 

CONGO (Belgian) .-Le feuilies de !'emission 
du Ier Jan. 1886, P.B. May. 

CEYLON.-The 4 cents stamp of Queen Vic
toria's reign, L.P. May. 

FRANCE.-La fabrication des timbres-paste 
francais (contd.), RP. June. 

GREAT BRITAIN.-British Railway Letter 
Stamps (contd.), S.C. June 13 and 27. 
Minor varieties of British Photogravures, 
P.M. June 12. The Victorian surface
printed issues (contd.), G.S.M. July. 

HANOVER-Notes on Hanover, L.P. May. 
HAWAII.-The Hawaiian postal systems, S. 

June 13 and 20. 

ICELAND.-Iceland, M.W. June 15. 
KERGUELEN.-Kerguelen, S. June 13. 
LAGOS.-The posts and postage stamps of 

Lagos (contd.), S.C. June 20 and 27. 
LIT HU ANIA.-Aus einer Sondersammlung 

Litauen (contd.), S.P. June. 
MEXICO.-Its Provisionals, 1867-68, A.P. 

June. Pyramid stamp offers genuine study, 
S. June 13. 

MOROCCO.-The local posts and stamps of 
Morocco (contd.), P.M. June 26. 

NYASALAND.-The birth of the Nyasaland 
Protectorate, S.C.F. June 6. 

NEW SOUTH W ALES.-The Great Seal of 
New South Wales, G.G. June. 

PERSIA.-The provisional issues of 1919, 
1924 and 1925 (contd.), P.J.G.B. June. 

PHILIPPINE IS.-The Aguinaldo stamps, 
S.M.J. June. The rare Baguio Initial 
flight covers, S.C.C. May. 

RHODESIA.-Rhodesia, L.P. May. 
ROUMANIA.-Beitrage zur Geschichte der 

rumanischen Post, etc. (contd), Pmk. June 
18. The postage stamps of Roumania and 
Moldo-Wallachia 1862-1864, P.J.G.B. June. 

THURN AND TAXIS.-The postal services 
of Thurn and Taxis, P.M. June 12. 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.-Indian 
Territory covers 1850-1907, S. June 6. Ore
gon Territory stamp, L.W. June 6. The 
Exhibition enormous, S.L. June. 

ZANZIBAR-The Posts, Stamps and Sultans 
of Zanzibar (contd.), S.L. June. 

MEDICAL CONGRESS POSTMARK. 
The South African Medical Congress, held 

in Pietermaritzburg from 30th June to 3rd 
July had its meetings in the Natal University 
College which is situated quite a way from 
the centre of the town. 

For the convenience of members a post of
fice was functioning in the building every 
forenoon. The special postmark provided 
was a single-line circle, an inch in diameter, 
reading inside the circle "S A MED CON
GRESS - P M B" with the date in two lines 
across the centre. 

B. & K. 
The firm that supplies the stamps others cannot. 
Our prices are reasonable, though in some cases 
not so low as quotations elsewhere, but we can 
fill most requirements. We aim to be able to 
sup!)ly 

ANY STAMP OF ANY COUNTRY 
(except recent issues) 

and can generally offer most stamps of a want 
list, however difficult. Prices average half cata-
logue. Let us know your requirements. We 
never worry with unwanted selections. 

1936 Price List of British Colonial Stamps. 
100 Pages . . . Price One Shilling. 

(Refunded against purchases.) 
B & K Special Offers ~- free on request. 

BRIDGER & KAY, LTD. 
170 STRAND LONDON, W.C.Z. 
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SOONER OR LATER YOU WILL : THINGS SAID ABOUT 
• THE 1936 EDITION: 

REALIZE THAT YOU CANNOT DO WITHOUT • 

THE 

STANDARD - -
~ CATALOGUE 

of Postage Stamps of 
the world 

THE 1937 EDITION WILL BE PUBLISHED 

SEPTEMBER 1st. 

THE INDISPENSABLE REFERENCE CATALOGUE 
PRICE 

FOR THE GENERAL COLLECTOR 

All the well-known features and improvements 5 s 
which made the 1936 edition so popular will be 
maintained and the Catalogue will be completely 
revised to represent market conditions at the time 
of going to press. 

Additional features include a comprehensive in
dex, all New Issues received and many new blocks 
bringing the number of illustrations up to over 6,900. 

Only minor varieties are omitted and the Cata
logue accurately records every issue of the World's 
Postage and Air Mail Stamps, including watermarks. 

Postage 
10d. 
Extra 

WHITFIELD KING & CO., 
Established 1869. IPSWICH, ENGLAND. 

• 

"I consider it a great im
provement." 

"Really wonderful value." 
"The best value in its line 

to-day." 

"The best and most com
plete Catalogue I have ever 
possessed." 

"Congratulations on the 
new edition." 

"Very fine value indeed." 
"Congratulations on a 

wonderful production." 

"Am very pleased with the 
new Catalogue." 

DON'T FAIL TO ORDER 
A COPY OF THE 1937 

• EDITION. IT'S EVEN 
• • BETTER AND MORE 
• • USEFUL! 
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THE PHILATELIC DISCOVERY OF 
THE CENTURY 

The World's First Adhesive Postage Stamps 
Cape of Good Hope, I 8 3 2 

• 
Discovered by J. H. POWER 

·P,,Mi.4edw GraAtm' 
Jl''/l.Wj Y ' MOF 
j'~J/s~ .. 
,;ti i1tbr1,udmt~ P~, ~~ 1,i,11 

""'' ef it,iJ/"-fi&&i#.ii\ , 

Fig. I. 

A discovery of outstanding l)hilatelic in
terest has been made by Mr. ,J. H. Power, 
Director of the Griqualand West Technical 
Institute, Kimberley, and I am of opinion that 
his find is entitled to be acclaimed as the first 
adhesive postage stamps. 

These stamps were used to prepay postage 
on newspapers in the Cape of Good Hope in 
1832. The Cape has always been prominently 
on the philatelic map; its famous triangulars 
have tacitly become ehe badge of philately 
more or less all over the world; now it should 
be even more prominent as the cradle of 
adhesive stamps. 

Herewith follows, in Mr. Power's own words, 
his account of the finding of· these stamps 
and his description of them: 

THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE 
DISCOVERY. 

The stamps were removed from various 
numbers of the Grahams town Journal for the 
year 1832. These Numbers, ranging from 
No. 1, Vol. I., issued December 30, 1831, to 
No. 26, Vol. I., issued June 22, 1832, are 

bound in contemporary boards with back and 
corners in old calf. 

This · Volume is at present in the Kimberley 
Public Library, where my attention was first 
called to it by Mr. John Ross, the Librarian. 

Each issue of the Newspaper is numbered in 
consecutive order; Nos. 1 to 7, inclusive, have 
the design stamped directly on the Newspaper, 
all the succeeding issues (Nos. 8 to 26) had 
stamps affixed, by means of gum, just to the 
right of the coat of arms on the top centre of 
the front page. (See Fig. 1.) 

I, personally, removed stamps from Nos. 8, 
9, 14, 15, 25 and 26. Stamps are still attached 
to Nos. 19, 20 and 21. There is clear evi
dence that all the others had been removed 
before the Vol. was shown to me. 

In all, 19 adhesive stamps were used on the 
issues in this Vol. The question arises, where 
are those removed previously? 

Evidently the paper was sent without a 
cover, as directed in the Ordinance, for the 
stumps ¥r~re stuck on in such a position that 
they would be covered by a wrapper if such 
we:re used. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE STAMPS. 
The paper employed is thin and very little 

better in quality than that used for the news
paper. The design (see Fig . .!:) is in car
mine and consists of a wavy frame roughly 
rectangular in shape. In the top centre is 
a crown surrounded above by the words 
CAPE OF GOOD HOPE, written close to, and 
parallel with, the outline. Springing from 
beneath the crown are two sprays, branching 
right and left, bearing the Shamrock, Thistle 
and Rose; below this again are the words ONE 
PENNY. 

The size of the frame of the stamp is 
29 m.m. high by 24-25 m.m. wide. 

Fig. 2. 

There cannot have been any regularity 
about the printing, which was presumably 
done by hand with one die, for the margin 
of paper around the stamp is not only ir
regular in shape but varies considerably in 
width. 

The Ordinance referred t o by Mr . Po,ver ic 
the first Postal Ordinance of the Cape of Good 
Hope, signed on October 9, 1826. This is 
referred to briefly by G. J. Allis in "The 
Postage Stamps of the Ca pe of Good Hope" 
(p. 17), but, as it becomes a matter of more 
importance in the present connection, we quote 
here in full the relevant portion, viz., Section 
X., which Mr. Power was fortunately able to 
refer to at first hand in the Kimberley Lib
rary, and copied out verbatim: 

Section X of Ordinance No. 25 of 1826, 
for the better Regulation of the Po.st Of
fice, in the Colony of the Cape of Good 
Hope, reads as follows: 

"And be it further enacted, That from and 
after the Commencement of this Ordinance it 
shall be lawful for the Postmaster-General, 
and the several postmasters in this colony, 
and they are hereby required to demand and 
receive from each printed newspaper or jour
nal One P enny, to be paid on being put into 
the Post Office-provided such Newspaper 
or Journal be sent without cover, or in a cover 
open at the sides, and it shall be lawful for 
the Postmaster-General and Postmasters 
throughout the Colony to examine and search 
any packet sent without a cover, or in a cover 
open at the sides, in order to discover whether 
any other paper or thing whatsoever be en-

closed with such Printed Paper permitted to 
be s~nt at the Rates aforesaid, and in order 
to discover whether the said Printed Papers 
liable to Sta~p Duty, shall have been duly 
,'{tamped, and m ca ice any other p.aper or thing 
whatsoever shall be found to be enclosed in or 
with such Paper as aforesaid, or in case there 
sh~ll _be any writing other than the super
sc~1ption upon such Printed Paper us afore
said, or upon the cover containing the same 
t~e whole of such Packet shail be charged 
with Treble the postage of a letter; and in 
case any Newspaper, or other Printed Paper 
liable to Stamp Duty, shall aJ>pear not to have 
been duly stamped, every such Postmaster is 
hereby required to stop the same and send it 
to the Commissioner of the Sta~p Duties in 
Cape Town: Provided always, that no charge 
shall be made for the conveyance of the Gov
ernment Gazette by Post through the Colony." 

It will be noted from this Ordinance ( 1) 
That newspapers had to pay one penny on 
being put into the post office, (2) That post
masters were authorized to search packets to 
see whether they had been duly stamped and 
a_lso to see that they contained nothing addi
b?nal to the newspaper on which higher rates 
might be due, and, ( 3) That if packets had 
not been duly stamped they were to be 
stopped. 

It appears to be quite certain that the 
"Stamp Duty" referred to in this Section X. 
is for postage, as it is only to be paid when 
the newspapers are put into the post office. 
In confirmation of this is the notic2 about 
subscription rates to the Journal visible in 
Fig. 1. in the top right-hand corne~. It reads: 

"TERMS: Rds. 3.2 per Quarter, or Rds. 
13 per annum, in Graham's Town; and to 
every other part of the Colony Rds . 4 
per Qr., or 16 per ann (including 
potage.)" 

The Rixdollar of these da vs was worth 
about ls. 6d. and was divided i~to 12 Stuivers 
or Pennies. Note the mis-spelling of Postage. 

It is true that there was also chargeable 
a postal delivery fee of One Penny on News
papers. This is not referred to in Section X. 
quoted above, but Allis mentions it in his 
book and it is referred to below by Mr. Power. 
It does not appear, however, to affect the 
status of these stamps for prepayment of 
postage. 

Let us now consider a little more fully the 
procedure that appears to have been followed 
in this prepayment of postage on the 
Grahamstown Journal. Here It must be ad
mitted that perhaps absolute proof of the 
procedure has not been established, and per
haps never will be established, but the case 
put forward by Mr. Power seems to be a 
highly probable explanation of what happened. 

His suggestion is that after the paicsing of 
the 1826 Postal Ordinance the postmasters 
were supplied with a stamp or die, of the 
design illustrated, for franking purposes and 
his discovery is an exceedingly fortunate one 
inasmuch as it shows the development of a 
"frank" into an "adhesive stamp." The first 
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seven numbers of the newspaper were franked 
with the receipt for the prepayment of post
age; the subsequent numbers had the receipt 
in the form of an adhesive stamp. The de
sign and the source of the frank and the 
stamp were, however, one and the same. 

Mr. Power writes: "These newspaper 
stamps were evidently printed on a large 
sheet of paper from which they were cut and 
gummed as required. The gum used was of 
a brown colour and fairly thick. 

My investigations lead me to the opinion 
that these loose stamps were not in general 
use in 1832, and that those in my possession 
were issued in sheets by the then Postmaster 
at Grahamstown. To save himself the trouble 
of stamping each individual newspaper, he 
had impressions of his frank made on large 
sheets of paper which he issued to the news
paper proprietor. 

Thus these stamps are undoubtedly the fore
runners of the gummed stamp, and possibly 
those, amongst others, that led up to the idea 
of sheets of gummed stamps. As such they 
are highly interesting and valuable. They 
are undoubtedly a link in the evolution of our 
gummed labels of to-day." 

There can be no doubt, I think, as to the 
"official" -character of these stamps,. and that 
they were printed in all probability by the 
then Postmaster at Grahamstown. 

An interesting contemporary view of them 
is given in the following letter, found by Mr. 
Power at the foot of column 3, page 19, of 
No. 5 of the Grahamstown Journal for ,Janu
ary 27, 1832: 

Bathurst, Jan. 17, 1832. 
To the Editor, Sir.-Postage on a 
stamped newspaper is, I believe, peculiar 
to this ill starred Colony. It ought ever 
to be held in remembrance, that it was in
flicted in the worst of times ; and when 
the base purpose is so well known, it is 
to be regretted that it has not been re
moved in a more liberal era. It had no 
view to the public revenue; the sole ob
ject was to trammel the Press, and to 
prevent the spread of useful knowledge. 
It is both a partial and oppressive tax, 
for it falls only upon those who live re
mote from towns, and whose only means 
of information are through public chan
nels. I hope, sir, that if the local Govern
ment has no power to relieve us that it 
will not be forgotten in our next petition 
to parliament. 

A Countryman. 
"Countryman" obviously regarded the franks 

on his newspaper as officially prepaying post
age and his plaint is the further delivery fee 
of a penny. 

In 1940 we will be celebrating the Centen
ary of the Penny Postal System and in the 
words of Percy C. Bishop ("The Greatest 
Centenary of All," South African Philatelist, 
1935, p. 41) "To Philatelists the 6th May, 
1940, will appeal primarily as the 100th an
niversary of the Adhesive Postage Stamp." 

In all seriousness it would now seem that 
the centenary of the adhesive postage stamp 
should have been celebrated in 1932. 

The question of the identity of the inventor 
of adhesive stamps has long been a vexed one. 
It has never been claimed for Sir Rowland 
Hill. "He Gave Us Penny Postage," as the 
simple inscription on his monument states, but 
the invention of an adhesive postage stamp, 
which he himself regarded as the keystone 
of the arch of postal reform, was not his. 

To quote again from Bishop's paper "In 
the absence of definite proof, however, there 
is a widespread and a growing belief that 
the actual invention of the adhesive stamp is 
to be attributed to the late James Chalmers, 
a bookseller of Dundee, who is stated, and I 
believe accurately so, to have submitted his 
ideas on the subject to the British Lords of 
the Treasury prior to the launching of Row
land Hill's penny postage proposals ... 

"The Encyclopaedia Britannica records the 
admitted fact that Chalmers was experiment
ing with adhesive stamps in Dundee in the 
1830's ... 

"Haydn's Dictionary of Dates says adhesive 
stamps were invented by Mr. James Chalmers 
of Dundee in 1834." 

As has happened with many discoveries it 
would seem that in the case of the adhesive 
stamp the same idea, or very similar ideas, 
were hit upon quite independently by more 
than one individual, at about the same time. 

If the question of absolute priority be 
raised, however, the Postmaster of Grahams
town in 1832 must have a very strong c~aim. 

A claim has recently been put forward 
that certain Greek emissions really ante-date 
the penny blacks as the first adhesive post
age stamps, but, so far as I am aware, this 
claim has not been definitely accepted as 
proven. 

Will the claim of these stamps, used at 
Grahamstown in 1832, to be the world's first 
adhesive postage stamps he accepted? Well, 
that is for the philatelists as a whole to de
cide. 

In one respect only, so far as I can see, 
does their status fall short of that of, say, 
the penny blacks. There would not seem to 
have been any oficial authorization of their 
preparation as "adhesive stamps." 

But did the Postmaster of Grahamstown 
(presuming that he was the individual re
sponsible for them) break any regulation in 
so affixing his receipt or postage prepayment? 
I should think it highly unlikely. The idea 
of doing it by any method other than that 
of applying the frank directly had simply not 
occurred to anyone. He was a man of ideas 
and ahead of his time. 

His idea was an original one and, even if 
not in conformity with an authorized practice, 
was not in defiance of any rule, simply be
ca use there were no rules on the subject. 

Admittedly, as "stamps" they were not an 
issue prepared in accordance with regu1ations 
from the central authorities for general use 
throughout the country, but they do appc!ar 
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to have been made in all good faith by the 
official concerned for the prepayment of post
age and in this respect to merit being re
garded as adhesive postage stamps. 

It is interesting to note that there is no
thing in the way of a cancellation on any of 
them. Apparently the serpent had not yet 
entered this garden and the possibility of the 
stamps being soaked off and used a second 
time had not occurred to the Postmaster. 

In 1846 another Postal Ordinance was 
passed and the opening words of Allis' Chap. 
III. may be of significance. He says "The 
desirability of prepayment of postal rates by 
means of adhesive stamps appears first to 
have been officially recognized In 1846 .•. " 

This might be read as suggesting veiled of
ficial approval of the idea and action of the 
Postmaster of Grahamstown. On the other 
hand, seeing that British and other adhesive 
stamps were by now in use, it may merely 
have been the foreshadowing of the adoption 
of a practice found good elsewhere. 

Whether the stamp discovered by Mr. 
Power be admitted to an official status or not, 
the claim made by him that they must be 
regarded as the forerunners of our stamps 
of to-day cannot be lightly dismissed and he 
is to be most heartily congratulated on an ex
tremely interesting discovery. 

Our readers will be glad to hear that part, 
at any rate, of Mr. Power's find will be on 
view at JIPEX so that all will have an op
portunity of seeing these wonderful stamps. 

The Editor. 

RHODESIA "ADMIRALS." 
Die II. on Plate of Die Ill. 

Mr. P. L. Pemberton in the Philatelic 
Journal of Grreat Britain (April), returns to 
the question raised by the finding of a Die 
II. stamp on a Die III. plate. 

He vigorously maintains the thesis that 
Dies II. and III. are not the result of suc
cessive recuttings of an original Die I., but 
that each was a new and separate flat die 
from the Master Die. There was no con
nection therefore between Dies I., II. and III., 
except such as derived from the Master Die. 
The Die II. found on a Die III. plate is 
properly described as a retouched Die II. 

This study should not be missed by Rho
desian specialists. 

SPECIAL GOLD MEDAL AW ARDS FOR 
J.P.S. MEMBERS AT JOHANNESBURG 
INTERNATIONAL PHILATELIC E,XHIBI-

TION, NOVEMBER 2-14, 1936. 
The Council of the Junior Philatelic Society, 

in view of the Society's numerous membership 
in South Africa, has offered the Exhibition 
Committee of the Johannesburg Internationql 
Philatelic Exhibition to be held in November, 
two special gold plaques of honour, to bn 
awarded as follows : 

(a) For the best exhibit shown by a mern
ber of the Junior Philatelic Society resi
dent in South Africa. 

(b) For the best exhibit shown by a mem
ber of the Junior Philatelic Society 
resident elsewhere than South Afric2. 

The Council hopes that these special awards 
will stimulate many members to contribute 
notable displays to an exhibition of great Im
perial and Philatelic interest. 

RARE BRITISH COLONIALS 

are my speciality 
The ideal method of collecting is to have one of my 

approval selections of rare British Colonials beside 
your own collection. 

SELECTIONS SENT ON A'PPROV AL 
TO ANY PART OF THE WORLD. 

The cheapest dealer in the World for British Colonial 
Rarities is : 

T. ALLEN 
5, BLAKE HALL ROAD 

LONDON, E.11 
WANSTEAD, 

ENGLAND. 
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TIPEX. 

All the Philatelic Press now contains re
ports and impressions of New York's Third 
International Philatelic Exhibition-"1'IPEX" 
for short. 

It appears to have been a tremendous suc
cess and tremendous in every way-numbt~r 
of exhibits and exhibitors (over 900), attend
ance (reckoned at approximately 100,000) and 
for variety of auxiliary services such as lec
tures, entertainments, etc. There was even 
a rival entertainment on a higher floor of the 
building, in the shape of a Snake Park! 

"\\Talking round to see every irn1Y1.e jnvolv-2d 
a stroll of six miles and as a heat wave 
was visiting New York for most of the ex-

- hibition period it is not surprising to hear that 
many of the visiting philatelists wilted a little 
with "exhibition fatigue." 

The abounding hispitality, hundreds of in
troductions and thousands of hand'chakes are 
reported to have helped considerably in the 
wilting process. Nevertheless tne enjoyment 
by the visitors also seems to have come into 
the "tremendous" class. 

The driving force behind all the activity 
was the President, Mr. Alfred F. Lichtenstein 
and the publicity arrangements, directed by 
Mr. Harry L. Lindquist, Editor of Stamps, 
were superb. It is doubtful if anything on 
such a scale is likely to be attempted again 
for some considerable time. 

Amongst all the paeans of praise it is almost 
a comfort to read that the catalogues were 
not ready quite on time, being only available 
late on the opening day. After hearing tlrnt 
one can believe that the organizers were still 
human and not super-men. 

The special commemorative miniature sheets 
of stamps provided by the U.S. Postal Depart
ment ( 4 different 3c values printed imperf. b 
one sheet, with an inscriptional margin) had 
a sale of about one million and no less than 
ten postal booths were provided to cope with 
the queues for them. 

Dealers reported very good business, ex
cepting those who handled only very cheap 
sets. 

A Court of Honour gave a display (four 
outstanding sheets to each country) of the 
countries issuing stamps between 6th May, 
1840, and 5th May, 1850. These were, in 
order, Great Britain, Zurich, Brazil, Basle, 
United States of America, Mauritius, France, 
Belgium, Bavaria, Spain, New South "\:Vales, 
Victoria and Switzerland. 

Close by was a special exhibit by M. 
Maurice Burrus which is probably without 
equal in the world-5 POST OFFICE Mauri
tius and all the rarities of the first British 
Guiana provisionals. 

The Grand Prix was won by Mr. R. W. Lap
ham for his U.S. collections. His "Post
masters" were amazing; reconstructed plates 
galore of stamps costing anything up to £400 
or £500 each. 

Of 12 Awards of Honour only one can"ie to 
Africa and that to the other end of the conti
nent from ours. Mr. N. S. Alfieris of Alex
andria obtained one of these coveted prizes 
for his collection of Greece. 

_A former ~outh African, Mr. Stephen C. 
Rich, now Editor of Postal Markings and the 
Pre-~ancel Bee, and resident in New Jersey, 
ohtamed a bronze medal for his display of the 
States of the Union of South Africa (five 
exhibits combined). 

Mr. Riesco's famous Cape collection was 
on show but not in competition. 

Two South African philatelists, Mr. H. H. 
Hurst and Dr. E. Mosely, were on the jury 
list, and as such were not eligible to compete. 
Mr. Hurst, we hear, however, gave a special 
display of his Capes at the West Essex Stamp 
Club. 

We were interested to note that Mr. Frank 
Godden, who was British Commissioner for 
the exhibition and is filling the same role for 
JIPEX in November, was very successful in 
obtaining both personal awards for his exhib
its and in taking back so many prizes for the 
contents of the Pandora boxes he crossed the 
Atlantic with. He states that the British 
successes were even better than he had antici
pated. 

Mr. Fre<l Melville was nominated "Inter
national Dean of Philatelic Writers," a title 
well deserved. Our heartiest congratulations 
on its receipt, for it is not always that merit 
gets due recognition. · 

DISCOURTESY OR "\\TORSE. 

A correspondent writes from the MalaY 
States with a complaint about the behaviou~ 
of two residents in South Africa, giving their 
names and addresses. 

These two individuals apparently advertised 
in the "Pen Friend" column of the Overseas 
Daily Mail wishing to make stamp exchanges 
abroad. 

Our correspondent sent them various Jubilee 
sets of Asian origin and asked for African 
Jubilees in exchange. This was at a date 
before the price of Union and S.W. sets had 
gone to anything like the present figures . 

. He never received a reply of any descrip-
tion. · 

He has our sincerest sympathy and we trust 
that, for the good name of South Africa, there 
are not many more of this kidney about. 

They have no excuse. It is perhaps not 
obligatory on us to reply to every casual cor
respondent who wishes to make a philatelic 
contact, but if we have taken the first step 
and asked for correspondence, and receive 
not only a letter but stamps, surely common 
decency and honesty demands a reply. If 
these individuals could not supply Union 
Jubilees in exchange the very least they 
should have done was to return our corres
pondent's stamps. 
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AN 
INTERNATIONAL 

PHILATELIC 
EXHIBITION 

will be held in 

JOHANNESBURG 
from 

NOVEMBER 2··14, 1936 
in conjunction with 

THE EMPIRE EXHIBITION 
Under the au;;pices of the 

PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF JOHANNESBURG 

• 
PART 1. 
Exhibits "By Invitation" only. Many 

of the world's best collections will be 
represented. 

Equator." If you have any sort of 

a collection of Southern African 
Stamps, whether it be of Honour, 

Research, Specialized, or Ordinary 

grade, there will be an opportunity 

for it to compete. Start · getting it 
in order now. 

PART 2. 
Competitive. " Africa South of the 

The scope of Section 25 (Rarities or items of special interest) ha,s been 
widened to the whole world. Entries in this Section need not, therefore, be 
limited to countries in Africa south of the equator. 

Insurance rates for collections in transit and/or in the hands of the exhibition 
committee can now be given on application. 

Early booking of accommodation by visitors is advisable. If in any difficulty 
apply to the Publicity Association, P.O. Box 4580, Johannesburg. 

Make your arrangements now to spend your annual holiday in Johannesburg 
in November next and see the finest collection of stamps ever brought together 
in South Africa. Probably the greatest ever shown in the Southern Hemisphere. 

Programmes and Entry Forms 
may be obtained from : 

THE HON. SECRETARY, EXHIBITION 1COMMITTEE, 

P.O. BOX 4967, JOHANNESBURG. 

123 
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Society News i 

---·····- __ j 
ORANGE FREE STATE. 

President, F. Carter; Hon. Sec., F. J. Hun
dermark, 78 Murray Avenue, Bloemfontein. 
Meetings, 2nd Fridays, Oranje Koffieshuis, 
Bloemfontein, 8 p.m. 

At the July meeting of the Orange Free 
State and Basutoland Philatelic Society mem
bers were treated to an interesting display of 
Union Postage Due stamps, of London and 
Pretoria printings, exhibited by Mr. J. Lewis. 
The collection included specimens of displaced 
and malformed figures and letters, more 
especially among the 2d. stamps ( Pretoria 
printing), and variations of colour in each 
denomination. An unusual exhibit was a 
block of four in the 2d. and 3d. with yellow 
gum. 

A series of topical extracts, humorous and 
otherwise, from current publications, was 
again submitted by the Exchange Superin
tendent. 

Mr. A. P. Kiely, of Harrow-on-the-Hill, 
England, was recently elected an honorary 
member, and now acts as London correspond
ent of the society. 

The question of purchasing forthcoming 
catalogues collectively from a particular 
dealer, was discussed. Becaue of only a 
small attendance of members that evening, it 
was decided that members be free to purchase 
from whom they please. 

The evening concluded with an interesting 
discussion on the possible effects on philately 
of the proposed incorporation of the Native 
Protectorates into the Union. This, in turn, 
gave rise to a survey of matters political, 
economic, industrial and legal; which af
forded another instance of the infinite rami
fications of philately. 

F.J.H. 

JOHANNESBURG. 
Preside,nt, J. H. Harvey Pirie; Hon. Secre

tary, F. E. Ingham, Box 4967. Meetings, 2nd 
Tuesdays, Carlton Hotel, 7.45 p.:m. 

The usual monthly meeting of the Johan
nesburg Society was held at the Carlton Hotel 
on Tuesday, July 14, 1936. 

The President, Dr. J. H. Harvey Pirie, wel
comed visitors from various parts of the globe. 

The membership of the society is steadily 
increasing, and Mr. N. W. J eeks was unani
mously elected a member. 

The Chairman was very pleased to advise 
members that entries for the Johannesburg In
ternational Philatelic Exhibition had started 
to come in; the first few being from Scot
land, Holland, India and the United States. 
Two exhibits from the Australian Government 
were also advised but no entrieP. -"''} £.Q.r had 

been received from South African collectors 
and he suggested that no time should be lost 
in sending in entries. 

The exhibit of the evening consisted of 
"German States" from Mr. R. G. Ockerse's 
collection. The display showed a goodly num
ber of all the old German states and was pr3c
~ically complete so far as modern Germany 
1s concerned. The Chairman thanked Mr .. 
Ockerse for his very fine display. 

F.E.I. 

PRETORIA. 
President, A. E. Basden, Hon. Secreto,ry,. 

Prof. H. A. Wager, Box 514. Meetinqs 1st 
and 3rd Mondays, Technical College, 8 'p.m. 

July 6th. Dr. Broughton presided over a 
meeting with a record attendance. A letter 
f~o~. the J.P.S_. _was read regarding the ex
h1b1t10n and g1vmg more particulars. 

Mr. N. L. Watson read a paper on the 
stamps of Samoa dealing especially with the 
!ecen t pictorial issue of Western Samoa. This 
issue-recess printed-gives in good detail 
variou~ features of the life and scenery of 
these islands. The 6d. particularly is of in
terest as it is a memorial stamp to the late 
~- ~- Stevenso_n who lived _the latter part of 
his hfe on the islands. He died and was buried 
there. A sheet of the stamps described was 
passed round. 

Exhibit: Some N. American countries were 
shown by Mr. Obermeyer and Dr. Broughton. 

July 20th. Mr. Basden in the chair. 
Mr. Rudd read an interesting paper on 

some a~pects of American history as depicted 
on their stamps. He chose many historical 
events and thus gave a brief outline of the 
opening up of America and the varying 
struggles in what became the American War 
of Independence. In support of his paper he 
showed a collection of U.S.A. Commemoratives. 

Dr. Broughton showed his very fine S.W.A. 
and M1·. Baxter some sheets of new issue 
stamps. H.A.,:v. 

RHODESIA. 
President, D. H. Burn; Hon. Secretary, B. 

A. Carnegie, Box 244, Bulawayo. .Meetings, 
4th Mondays, Room 27, Stock Exchange 
Buildings, Bulawayo, 8.15 p.m. 

The annual meeting of the society was held 
on Monday, June 22, in room No. 27, Stock 
Exchange Buildings, at 8.15 p.m. The 
minutes of the previous meeting were read 
and confirmed, and the correspondence was 
attended to. The President's report for the 
year was read by Mr. D. H. Burn, the Vice
President, as Mr. F. W. Porter, the President, 
was unable to attend. Arising out of the re
port, Mr. Burn suggested that a letter of 
thanks be sent to Mr. W. A. Carnegie thank
ing him for allowing the society to use his 
office for meetings. The secretary's report 
and financial report was then read by Mr. 
L. Atkinson, the secretary. Next, new of
ficers for the year 1936-37 were elected. Mr. 
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F. W. Porter was unable to stand for re
election as President as he would be away 
for most of the forthcoming meetings, so Mr. 
D. H. Burn was elected in his stead. This 
left the position of Vice-President vacant so 
Mr. N. Rose was elected. Mr. L. Atkinson 
was unable to stand for re-election as sec
retary as business would interfere with the 
duties. Mr. B. A. Carnegie was elected as the 
new secretary. It was suggested that the 
positions of secretary and treasurer should 
be separated, but as the positions were so 
small it was decided not to do so. Mr. P. 
,v. Porter volunteered to continue sending re
ports of the meeting to the South African 
Philatelist. There was a general swopping of 
stamps, and it was decided to make it a 
regular feature of the meetings. 

P.W.P. 

PATRON OF PHILATELY. 

An announcement contained in the London 
Philatelist reveals that His· Majesty, King 
Edward VIII., has been graciously pleased 
to grant his patronage to the Royal Philatelic 
Society, London. 

Thus does the King follow in his father's 
footsteps, and, as His Majesty intends also to 
continue the Royal Collection, he maintains 
the close association which had existed for 
so long between the throne and philately. 

THE JUBILEE MARKET. 

From the columns of The Philatelic Trader 
it would seem that opinions are sharply di
vided amongst dealers as to the future of 
Jubilees. In some quarters an early slump 
is predicted, but there are others who predict 
that the prices will keep up or even advance, 
although adjustments here and there may oc
cur. Amongst the "heres and theres" Unions 
and N e\Y Zealands would seem likely to find 
a place. 

UNION VOORTREKKER STAMPS. 

Dr. A. Kaplan reports the following list of 
minor varieties which are constant in the 
printings mentioned: 
½ and ½d. Row 3 Nos. 15, 16, 17. Line through 

value tables in first and third stamps and 
right across centre stamp. Stamps Nos. 55, 
56, 57. Printings 1 and 2, absent in 3. 

ld. and ½d. Row 1 No. 7 (Stamp No. 7). 
Value tablet smudged. Row 2 No. 7 ( Stamp 
No. 27) Red dot and red smudge resemb
ling a "comet." Row 4 No. 8. (Stamp No. 
68) Black blob over man on rock. All the 
ld. varieties occur on both Printings 1 and 
2. 

2d. and ld. Row 5 No. 20 (Stamp No. 100) 
Green line through stamp at level of man's 
knee. Only occurs in Printing 2. 

A FISHING STORY. 

Apropos of the announcement of a forth
coming U.S.A. commemorative for the Oregon 
Territory ( a term which covers the present 
states of Washington, Idaho and Oregon, 
roughly) we heard some years ago in Van
couver the following story. 

The first settlements in the area which is 
now the State of Washington were mainly 
from the north by agents of the Hudson 
Bay Company and others and the territory 
was claimed by British Columbia as properly 
belonging to it. 

An international commission of representa
tives of Great Britain and of the U.S.A. was 
appointed to delimit the frontier. The leading 
British representatives were three Admirals, 
all keen fishermen. As is well known, the 
rivers there teem with salmon, but unlike the 
European salmon they do not rise to the fly. 
This was enough for the Admirals, they de-:
cided that the country was no damn good .and 
that the Americans might as well have it. 

There is considerably more than a grain 
of truth in this story. Need we be surprised 
that they still feel somewhat sore about it in 
B.C.? 

SPECIAL OFFERS 
JUBILEE: PAPUA, comvlete mint sheet of ld., with "apostrophe" variety, price 40/-

NEW GUINEA, complete mint sheet of the ld., price . . . . . . . . . . 30/-

BELGIUM: Queen Astrid, complete mint set, price . . . . . . . . . . . . 4/6 

(;ERMANY: Olympic Game.s issue, complete mint, price . . . . . . . . . . . . 4/6 

ARMENIA: 1920/22 Pictcrials, complete mint (10), cat. abt. £14, price . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15/6 
Nett. Post Free. 

WANTED FOR CASH OR EXCHANGE : 

Common Union stam11s, uRed, on or off paper, no quantity too large, more particularly values from 
3d. to 10/-, for prompt settlement. No offers made. 

A. LICHTENSTEIN, B.P.A. 

P.O. Box 76, Rouxville, O.F.S. 

 Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022 



126 THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST August, 193G. 

1 ·····························R:~~:::········"'''''''''''""''''I 
~ -dlllllllllllllllllllllllll!IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIUIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIUIIIIIIIIIIIIIII"' 

HAMMOND'S STAMP COLLECTORS' AT
LAS. Published by C. S. Hammond and 
Co., 30 Church St., New York. Price 25 
cents. 

This is a real joy--an atlas, gazetteer, ancl 
general index prepared purely from a phila
telic point of view. Every past or present 
stamp issuing pla~e is indicated and described 
and the style of type on the maps indicates 
whether it is of the past or the present. The 
Gazetteer gives much valuable information 
which is not otherwise easily obtainable ex
cept by hunting through many books or ar
ticles of reference. 

\Ve can most heartily recommend this to 
each and every collector. 

After saying this it may seem ungracious to 
criticize, but we just wonder on what principle 
Wolmaransstad, Rustenburg and Lydenburg 
are shown in the Transvaal as stamp issuing 
places but not Volksrust or Pietersburg. 

THE AUSTRALIAN AND NEW ZEALAND 
PHILATELIC DIRECTORY. Compiled 
by P. Collas and published by the A us
tr,alian Stamp 111ont:hly. Melbourne. 
price ls. 

Short of being a "Who's Who," this little 
,vork provides the dealer and coliector with all 
possible authoritative information regarding 
philately in Australasia. 

There is a Directory of all the Philatelic 
Societies; a lengthy glossary of philatelic 
terms, abbreviations, definitions, etc., which 
are particularly Australasian in nature; a 
list of handbooks and catalogues bearing on 
Australasian stamps; particulars of Congres
ses, Exhibitions, Radio Stamp Talks; Phila
telic columns in newspapers; Public Stamp 
collections; a chronjcle of Philatelic Journals; 
a Directory of the Stamp Trade and a vast 
amount of other information relative to 
philately in Australia and New Zealand. 

A most useful publication for all with in
terests in philately "dovvn under." 

STAMP COLLECTING ALONG NEW 
LINES. 

One of the great advantages of stamp col
lecting as a business, hobby, study, relaxa
tion or amusement is the enormous variety 
of lines along which you may collect. The 
modern developments of pictorial and com
memorative issues have added greatly both 
to tl1e numbers of collectors and of the mode3 
of collecting. 

Messrs. Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 391 Strand, 
London, with their usual flair for spotting 
and encouraging such new trends, have com
menced issuing, under the editorship of Mr. 
Stanley Phillips, at ls. each, a series of very 

interesting little books dealing with such 
lines. We have received the following: 

No. 3. Land Transport in the Stamp Album. 
By A. E. Gould, L.L.A. 58 pages. 108 illus
trations. 

No. 4. The Stamp Zoo. Part I. Beasts. By 
Professor L. P. W. Renouf, B.A., Dip. Agric., 
F.R.S.E. 58 pages. 72 stamp illustrations, 20 
special drawings. 

No. 5. The Stamp Zoo. Part II. Birds, Fish, 
Reptiles. Same author as last. 58 pages. 62 
stamp illustrations, 26 specjal drawings. 

No. 0. Stamp Collecting for All. By Stanley 
Phillips. Third Edition. 64 pages. 114 stamp 
illustrations, 3 special plates and other help
ful illustrations. 

Land Tr,ansport deals with the carriage of 
goods and passengers up through the ages, 
from Woman, the first beast of burden, to 
high powered motor cars and Diesel engines. 
Each phase is well illustrated by examples 
on stamps. 

The Stamp Zoo gives a most interesting 
account of practically all the animals depicted 
on stamps. Don't be afraid that it is too 
technical; it is meant for the general reader, 
but will not be sufficient to take you through 
a B.Sc. course in Zoology. · 

We are interested to note that Prof. Renouf 
thinks the "Shells" on the stamps of Tranvan
core and Cochin are not shells at all but con
ventionalized representations of the heads of 
elephants in state regalia. The Archivists of 
these states should surely be able to settle this 
point for us. 

Stamp Collecting for All, already in its 
third edition, is a :practical guide to many 
phases of collecting and can he recommended 
to those who do not feel like purchasing the 
bigger and more expensive books. 

BELGIAN CONGO CANCELLED TO 
ORDER. 

Belgian Congo stamps are sold at face, 
mint or "used" in the central post office in 
Brussels. Such cancelled-to-order items can
not be detected from legitimately used ones 
as the cancelling blocks duplicate those used 
in the Colony itself. An obliging clerk will 
also "surcharge" anything taxe, producing 
the wellknown postage due varieties so dear 
to European hearts but denied recognition by 
Scott. 

GEORGE, V. D. BERG in Stamps. 

PIRST FLIGHT COVERS. 
Large selection of African Flights in stock, in
cluding many scarce items. I specialize in the 
First Flights of Great Britain and British 
Colonies. Price lists on request. Send me your 
want lists. Every order will have my personal 

attention and satisfaction is guaranteed. 
WANTED Gambia· First Flights. Send details 

and lowest price. 
JOHN EDGAR, 

5 Lloyd Ro.ad, Hove, SUSSEX, England. 
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.----··· - --7 l.~ew Issue Chronicle I 
Kindly supplied by Mr. R. Roberts : 

450 Strand, London. l 
........... ~~~._.... .... ·········~~.......-J 

AUSTRIA.-Mother's Day Photogravure 
printing, no wmk., perf. 12½, no plate num
ber, 24gr. blue. New artisan types, perf. 
12½, no ,,Tmk. 3Sch, Vermillion; 5Sch purple 
black. 

BELGIAN CONGO.-1935 Commemorative 
S.G. type 73 surcharged for Charity Wel
fare Committee. lf50--j-50c purple, over
printed in bue; 2f 50 + 50c pale blue, over
printed red. 

BHOPAL.-S.G. type 51 re-engraved c'POST
AGE" at left "BHOPAL GOVT" at right. 
½a green, overprinted "SERVICE THREE 
PIES" in black surcharged with new value 
in red. 

BULGARIA.-New type, typographed issue, 
no wmk., perf. 13. The design is a lion on 
white background with wisp of barley or 
bearded wheat each side. Values in coloured 
figures on white circular background, with 
word "Stotinki" between. 30s. maroon ; 50s. 
deep ultramarine. 

CZECHO-SLOVAKIA.-Macha Centenary. 
Line engraved, perf. 121. Panes of 50. 50h 
green; lKr. claret. Portrait issue. Line en
graved on vertical batonne paper, perf. 12?!. 
50h green, Dr. Ed. Benesch; 60h. purple, 
Stefanik ( same design as previous 50h 
grn.). 

FRANCE.-New shade "Normandie" S.G. 
type 70. lfr50 pale sky blue. Moulin d' Al
phonse Daudet. Line engraved, no wrnk. 
perf. 13 Inscript. 2fr. bright blue. 

GERMANY.-Public Utility Congress. Photo
gravure printing, wmk. swastika, perf. 14. 
3pf. dp. brown; 5pf. dp. green; 12pf. brt. 
claret; 25pf. dp" blue. Otto Von Guericke 
Commemorative. Photogravure printing, 
wmk. swastika, perf. 14. 6pf. green. Olympic 
Games, line engraved, wmk swastika, perf. 
14. 3--j-2pf. brown, Gymnastics: 4--j-3pf. dull 
blue, Diving; 6--j-4pf. green, Football; 8+ 
4pf. scarlet, Javelin throwing; 12--j-6pf. 
carmine, Relay running; 15--j-lOpf. plum, 
Fencing; 25+15pf. ultra, Rowing; 40--j-35pf. 
violet, ,Jumping. 

HOLLAND.-Summer Charity. National 
fund for cultural and social workers. Line 
engraved, no wmk., perf. 12½ x 12. Various 
portrait types. He. + He. drab, H. Kamer
linghonnes; 5c.--j-3c. grey green, Dr. A. S. 
Talma; 6c.+4c. rose, Mgr. Sr. H. Jam 
Schaepman; 12½c.+3k. grey green, Desid
erius Erasmus. 300th anniversary of the 
Treaty of Utrecht, Photogravure triangular 
in shape, wmk. rings, perf. 12½. 6c. terra 
cotta; 12k. indigo. 

HUNGARY.-Air Mail. Photogravure issue, 
wmk S.G. type 64 perf. lU. Various futur
istic designs of aeroplane flying over: ( 1) 
Stage coach, l0f., 20f., 32f.; (2) Buildings, 

40f., 52f., 60f., 80f.; (3) In space, lP., 2P., 
5P. lOf. green; 20f. red; 36f. brown; 40f. 
blue; 52f. brt. orange; 60f. brt. violet; 80f. 
greenish grey; lP. yellow green; 2P. 
claret; 5P. dull blue. 

JUGO-SLAVIA.-Child Welfare, portrait of 
the Queen Mother, Photogravure printing, 
no wmk. perf. 12½ x lH. 75--j-25p. pale 
greenish blue; 1D50--j-50 pale rose; 1D75+ 
75p. pale brown; 3D50--j-1D biue. 

LIECHTENSTEIN.-Zeppelin stamps, photo
gravure printing on new Swiss granite 
paper with slight ribbing, perf. lfL lfr. 
rosine; 2fr. violet. 

MALAY A.-Further dollar values: Negri 
Sembilan State Emblem design, $2 · green 
and red; $5 grn. and red/em. Pahang Full 
face portrait Sultan, same as $2. Perak 
Profile portrait of Sultan, same as $2. 
Selangor Profile portrait of Sultan, same 
as $2. 

MOROCCO AGENCIES.-G.B. photogravure, 
K.G. type overprinted "MOROCCO AGEN
CIES" as before. Hd., 2d., 4d. 

NEW ZEALAND.-Anzac Commemoratives. 
1915-1936 twenty-first anniversary of the 
landing of the New Zealand forces at An
zac Cove. Line engraved, wmk. N Z and 
star sidewaysi perf. iine machine lH. De
sign : soldier in the uniform worn on the 
Peninsula, in the background a view of An
zac Cove. M. + M. green; ld. --j- ld. red. 

PARAGUAY.-1931/2 60th anniversary 
stamps S.G. type 109, overprinted "c" in 
red. No. wmk., perf. 12. 10P. grey. Air 
Mail 1931/5 Gunboat S.G. type 110, perf. 
12. lOP. yellow brown; l0p. deep blue. Air 
Mail Tobacco plant type (triangular) perf. 
lU. 17P. blue. 

SOUTH AFRICA.-Official, same type as 
S.G. 015 but spaced 20~ m.m. instead of 
18½ m.m. ls. pair. 

SOUTH-WEST AFRICA.-Voortrekker, ~d.+ 
id. S. Africa, showing Church of the Vow 
overprinted "S.W.A." in small block cap
itals with stops. 

SWEDEN.-Special issue to commemorate the 
inauguration of the Bromma aerodrome, 
which is about three miles N.W. of Stock
holm. Line engraved, imperf. x p. 10. 500 
brt. blue, aeroplane in flight. 

TIMOR.-10 avos, rose, Fiscal stamp over
printed in black "Assistencia." 

VENEZUELA.-Provisional. 25c. red on white 
paper, overprinted in black, at top, in curve 
"1933" and in large figures at foot, 5 mm. 
high, the new value "22½" the origin_al 
value being obliterated with a square blo:.'.k 
in red. 
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PHILATELIC CONGRESS OF GREAT 
BRITAIN. 

The 23rd Congress, held at Paignton, en
joyed weather which might have been im
ported from South Africa. It was, conse
quently, a great success. 

Congratulations to the following, who were 
•enrolled on the Roll of Distinguished Philatel
ists: 

Alberto Bolaffi (Italy). 
R. J. G. Collins (New Zealand). 
C. S. Morton (Great Britain). 

Of these only the Rev. Mr. Morton was in 
attendance to sign the Roll. He has been 
the Hon. Secretary of the Permanent Execu
tive of Congress for many years. 

Four papers were read at Congress, that 
by Mr. L. C. C. Nicholson gaining the Congress 
Cup. It was entitled "How to run a Philatelic 
Society successfully." From a few extracts 
it would appear to be good reading and pos
sibly we may be able to give it later in full. 
The Chairman is advised that he has more to 
do than r;ierely sit in the chair and smoke a 
fat cigar. The Librarian has a fairly ,3asy 
job and it is said that any member can take 
on the business of Official Reporter. Mr. 
Fred J. Melville, commenting on this last 
dictum, says that only three, or at most four, 
philatelic societies in Great ·Britain send out 
good reports of meetings suitable for publica
tion! 

Mr. Robson Lowe described his vision of 
"Philately in the Future," between 1940 and 
2005. Meanwhile he is reported to be slim
ming. 

PRISONER-OF-WAR CAMP POSTMARKS. 
A writer in the summer number of the 

Philatelic Adviser gives an interesting resume 
on the postmarks of prisoner-of-war camps 
in various countries during the war period 
1914-1920. 

No mention is made of any from the varf
ous African theatres of war. Can any reader 
say whether there were any such special post
marks in use in any of the camps in the 
Union, South-West or East Africa? 

vVe have seen covers from the internment 
camp at Pietermaritzburg with an "office" 
rubber stamp mark (in English, Afrikaans 
and French) "Prisoner-of-War," but the 
actual postmark was that of the ordinary 
Pietermaritzburg office. Also from South
'\Vest Africa we have seen a cover with a 
rubber stamp mark "Prisoner of W. Camp
Protectorate S.W. Africa" but the postmark 
proper was the ordinary one of Windhoek. 

Neither of these are, strictly speaking, 
prisoner-of-war camp postmarks. That would 
imply a postmark of an office in the camp 
with its own special cancelling die. Perhaps 
there were no such offices in any of the camps 
in which the Union was concerned. 

KERGUELEN POSTAL SERVICE. 
The island, or, rather, group of islands, 

known as Kerguelen, is situated south of the 
great circle track between South Africa and 
Australia and about mid-way between these 
two continents on the Antarctic border of the 
Indian Ocean. 

Discovered in 1772 by the French navigator 
Kerguelen-Tremarec, the land was first called 
South France. Later this was changed to 
Desolation Land, but it is now generally 
known as Kerguelen. 

The group was formally annexed by France 
in 1893 and together with the islands of St. 
Paul and Amsterdam, further north in the 
Indian Ocean are recognized as dependencies 
of Madagascar. 

Being personally interested in Antarctic 
Posts I have wondered what postal arrange
ments, if any, were provided for Kerguelen. 
Enquiries of South African whaling compan
ies, whose vessels sometimes visit the group, 
were not productive of any information. Last 
year I took the opportunity of asking M. Theo. 
Champion if he knew anything of posts from 
there, but he admitted to never having heard 
of any. 

Apparently, however, there are posts from 
there, for Mr. Roy D. Ribble, in Stamps of 
June 13, figures a postcard with an ordinary 
French stamp, but with the postmark "RE
PUBLIQUE FRANCAISE / ILES KER
GUELEN." 

The sealing in the group has been let to 
a French commercial company which has its 
headquarters at the settlement of Port 
Jeanne-D'Arc and the postcard illustrated 
shows a photograph of this settlement and 
sealing craft in the harbour. 

It is interesting to note that the stamp was 
one of France and not one of Madagascar 
although the group is nominally a dependancy 
of that colony. 

J.H.H.P. 

BACK ACROSS THE HERRING POND. 
The American Philatelist announces that 

the famous le British Guina from the late 
Mr. Arthur Rind's collection, of which only 
this one copy is known, has returned to the 
United States. It was recently put up for 
auction in London and although something in 
the neighbourhood of £8,000 was bid for it, 
the stamp was withdrawn as the reserve 
price was not reached. Here is a chance for 
somebody. 

PERKINS, BACON AND CO. 
According to the Stamp Lover the business 

of this firm is not closed down, although 
all the old records, etc., have been disposed of. 
It is being carried on under the old name by 
the firm oj. Sprague and Co. 
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The Postmaster-General has decided after 
all to honour the Johannesburg International 
Philatelic Exhibition by the issue of a special 
stamp for the occasion. 

When the Exhibition Committee first ap
proached the postal authorities with a request 
for a philatelic memento appropriate to the 
exhibition, they did not ask for a special 
stamp for the occasion. This was for two 
reasons, firstly, because a vote taken in the 
Philatelic Society of Johannesburg, although 
divided, had a majority against the idea of a 
special stamp, and, secondly, because the 
Committee had already been informed that a 
special stamp had been refused for the Em
pire Exhibition and that there was no use in 
asking for one. 

They asked for a miniature sheet, if pos
sible, of the forthcoming Hd. stamp, which, 
having a mining headgear as its design, would 
have been particularly· appropriate. Failing 
this, sheets of the current ~d. and/ or ld., 
similar to the sheets of booklets, but with a 
complete margin and appropriate inscription 
around, were suggested. 

The request for the new Hd. stamp in 
miniature sheets was turned down for several 
reasons, but the general principle of special 
sheets of the booklet type was favourably 
received. Technical printing and other diffi
culties arose about them and for a while it 
looked as if nothing would eventuate. 

Then came the off er from the postal 
authorities of miniature sheets based on the 
booklet sheets but with two inscriptional 
margins and with each stamp overprinted 
"JIPEX 1936." in two lines. 

As it appeared to the Committee to be this 
or nothing they naturally gratefully accepted 
the offer. 

The stamps are ( 1) the current ~d. stamp 
in sheets of six as prepared for the stamp 
booklets at present in use and (2) similarly 

the current ld. stamp. The advertisements 
will be left on at the top and bottom mar
gins; there will be right and left margins 
with the inscription "JOHANNESBURG
SE INTERNATIONALE FILATELISTIESE 
TENTOONSTELLING 1936" and "JOHAN
NESBURG INTERNATIONAL PHILATEL
IC EXHIBITION 1936" respectively and, as 
already mentioned, each stamp will be over
printed "JIPEX 1936." 

The issue will be a limited one and the 
sheets will be sold only at the Post Office 
Agency within the Exhibition Halls. 

Two special cancelling dies are being pro
vided for the agency, one in English and one 
in Afrikaans. It was found impracticable to 
make a die large enough to take the name, 
as given on the sheet margins, in both 
languages. 

Now I must admit to a division of loyalties. 
As an individual I rather regret the decision 
of the Department of Posts to make a special 
stamp on this occasion. As Chairman of the 
Exhibition Committee I am, of course, highly 
pleased that JIPEX will be permanently en
shrined in philately. 

Perhaps my individual view is an old 
fashioned one, for it must be admitted that 
to-day the manufacture of postage stamps is 
mixed up with much more than the mere pre
payment of postage. They are being made the 
vehicle of advertisement, publicity, propa
ganda, commemoration and what-not. It must 
also be admitted, of course, that most large 
philatelic ( and many other) exhibitions nowa
days have special stamps provided for them, 
so in this respect we are only following in 
the lead of many others. 

One thing, however, the Exhibition Com
mittee is determined upon, namely, that these 
special stamps will not be allowed to be cor
nered. If it should happen that the demands 
for them exceed the supply, the Committee 
will do all in their power to see that the 
division is as fair as possible. It would be 
a simple matter to exploit the issue and to put 
the Exhibition into easy street financially. The 
promoters trust that the Exhibition will be 
financially successful, but there will be no 
ramp to make it so. J.H.H.P. 
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Mafeking Siege 
Stamps 

By J. V. HOWAT. 
Postmaster in Ma/eking during the siege 
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Many years ago the following article by 
Mr. J. R. F. Turner appeared in the London 
Philatelist, and it contains a list of the stamps 
issued during the Siege of Mafeking which 
might be of interest to philatelists generally: 
"THE ROMANCE OF A BADEN-POWELL." 

By J. R. F. TURNE:R. 
"While attending one of Stevens' auctions 

last September a set of the Special Siege 
Slips issued in the town throughout its in
vestment was put up for sale. rt occurred 
to me at the time that as it might contain 
valuable information concerning Siege Stamp£: 
it would be a desirable purchase, and despite 
the fact that the reserve was not reached in 
the auction room I succeeded in buying it sub
sequently by private treaty. It was during 
the return journey to Oxford that I was ac
corded an opportunity of carefully examining 
its pages, with the result that I was able to 
communicate to the philatelic Press some very 
important official information. One discovery, 
however, that I did not then communicate 
can best be ascertained by reading my subse
quent remarks. In the Slip issued on May 
10, I came to the following announcement: 

"Stamp Collecting. 
"Our numerous friends suffering from this 

malady may be interested in the following 
complete list of 'Siege' issues: 
Colonial, green, figure seated, 'HALF

PENNY' printed below, surcharged 
'MAFEKING' . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ld. 

Colonial, ~Teen, figure erect, 'Hd.' 
printed m top corners, surcharged 
'MAFEKING' . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ld. 

Imperial, red, id., surcharged 'BECHU-
AN ALAND PROTECTORATE' and 
'MAFEKING' . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ld. 

Bicycle, blue, local . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ld. 
Colonial, pink, ld. surcharged 'MAFE-

KING . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3d. 
Imperial, Mauve, ld. surcharged BECHU

AN ALAND PROTECT ORA TE and 
'MAFEKING' . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3d. 

Baden-Powell, blue . . . . . . . . . . 3d. 
*Baden-Powell, blue, larger size . . . . . . 3d. 
*Baden-Powell, blue. head looking to 

right . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3d. 
British Bechuanaland, mauve and black, 

3d., surcharged 'MAFEKING' . . 6d. 
*Colonial, mauve, 3d., surcharged 'MAFE-

KING' . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6d. 
*Imperial, brown on yellow, 3d., sur

charged 'BE CHU AN ALAND PRO
TECTORATE' and 'MAFEKING' . . 6d. 

Imperial, green and red, 2d., surcharged 

'BECHUANALAND PROTECTOR-
ATE' and 'MAFEKING' . . . . 6d. 
( Two kinds of type were used in the 

Maf eking surcharge.) 
Imperial, green and brown, 4d., sur-

charged 'BRITISH BECHUANA-
LAND' and 'MAFEKING' . . ls. 

Colonial, light olive-green, 4d. surcharged 
'MAFEKING' . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ls. 

Imperial, brown on salmon, 6d., sur
charged 'BRITISH BE CHU AN ALAND' 
and 'MAFEKING' . . . . . . . . . . . . ls. 

· Imperial, brown on salmon, 6d. sur
charged~ 'BECHUANALAND PRO-
TECTORATE' and 'MAFEKING' ls. 

Imperial, green, surcharged 'BRITISH 
BE CHU AN ALAND' and 'MAFE-
KING' . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . 2s. 

* Scarce. 
"On scrutinising this list I was at once 

struck with the mention of a third Baden
Powell with head looking to right. What did 
this mean? I had only seen two varieties of 
the Baden-Powell stamp, and in each case the 
head looked to the left. My introduction to 
the stranger was decidedly interesting, and 
when on turning to the Slip of May 11, I saw 
the following: 

"STAMPS WANTED. 
"Imperial, brown on Salmon, or brick dust 
red, surcharged, 'BRITISH BECHUANA
LAND' and 'MAFEKING,' ls.; 3d. blue, 
local, head to right. State price, or will 
exchange any other.-F.Y." 

"I pricked up my ears and became very 
thoughtful. Here was additional evidence 
that such a stamp was known and wanted in 
Mafeking, and thenceforward I, for the time 
being retaining my secret, kept a sharp look
out and gave a second glance at every B-P. 
that came my way. But for months B-P. 
would apparently have nothing to do with me 
-perhaps he resented the fact that I had 
made several pointed allusions to him in my 
stamp articles. The fact remains he would 
not turn his head the other way, and I had 
practically given up all hopes of attracting· 
his attention when a singular event occurred. 
I happened to be in London early in the year, 
and called on Messrs. Plumridge and Co., 
the go-ahead -philatelic auctioneers, in Chan
cery Lane, and during an interview with their 
managing director, Mr. H. W. Plumridge, the 
latter remarked that I had missed several 
bargains in Mafekings in their last sale, and 
informed me that they had an exeremely fine 
lot coming up at their next sale which I ought 
to see. In due course a catalogue reached me, 
and as there were in it a few lots I fancied 
I might like, and it was impossibie for me to 
get to the auction, I dettrmined to write and 
ask Messrs. Plumridge and Co. to be good 
enough to send the lots do,vn to me to in
spect. Now it is not every auctioneer who 
would have agreed to such a course, but the 
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firm in question, with their unfailing courtesy, 
at once obliged me, and the lots were sent 
down. A cursory glance revealed nothing 
startling, but as I looked through them a 
second time my attention was arrested at 
the sight of an unusually pale Baden-Powell, 
who at the sight of me may have been seized 
with a faint. At all events, there before me, 
lying alongside one of the ordinary type, in 
a mixed lot of eight stamps, was the mysteri
ous B.-P. with head looking to right, beauti
fully postmarked 'Apr. 30, 1900." Thus, so 
far, my quarry had not escaped me, though 
the chase had been a long and toilsome one. 
But, I argued, the stamp may be spotted by 
other keen philatelists, since it is alongside 
its brother in the other position. At the same 
time it was clear that, up till the time of 
sending the stamps to me, the auctioneers 
themselves could not have been cognisant of 
the presence of this veritable rose among 
thorns. Although I was determined to have 
the stamp, I felt that to send a high bid for 
a lot that apparenely contained nothing of 
importance might create additional curiosity 
and so cause discovery, in the same way that 
it would have done if I had sent an unlimited 
bid for a single lot. So I picked out a number 
of lots and instructed the auctioneers to buy 
them for me, no matter how much I had to 
pay; and the ruse succeeded even beyond my 
most sanguine expectations. One other 
mixed lot contained a fine used copy of the 
3d. on ld. English, in fancy capitals, twice 
surcharged quite clearly. When the stamps 
came up for sale this stamp-an unchronicled 
variety-certainly was noticed, and I had to 
pay £7 10s. for the lot containing it; but, 
strange as it may seem, the presence in the 
room of the King of Maf ekings-as such the 
B.-P. with head looking right undoubtedly is 
-remained undetected until after the lot in 
which it reposed had been knocked down to 
me for the paltry sum of £2 10s. It then be
came my property. Such is the romance of 
a Mafeking stamp, and who, after reading it, 
shall say that great bargains cannot still be 
picked up at auctions? 

"Not being conversant with things pho:o
graphic, it is impossible for me to know how 
B.-P. got his head turned. I am quite sure 
of one thing, and that is that it was due 
neither to pride nor to flattery, but rather 
to an idiosyncrasy of the camera or operator. 
It would be instructive to know how many 
copies were printed and circulated. There 
must obviously have been one sheet of twelve 
-probably not more- and it is not unlikely 
that some of these may be running around 
trying to escape the vigilance of the philatel
ist, though after the publication of this ro
mance their efforts in future should be in 
vain. If therefore, any reader of the Lon
don Philatelist, owing to information con
tained herein, suddenly discovers that he pos
sesses a copy, and will notify the fact to the 
Editor, I shall feel that my remarks, apart 
from their philatelic interest, have not been 
altogether barren." 

The list is correct, excepting that on t.he 
imperial mauve, ld. surcharged 'BECHUANA
LAND PROTECTORATE' and 'MAFEKING' 
two kinds of type were used in the Mafeking 
surcharge, i.e. Sans Serif and large. 

In ordering me, as Postmaster, to issue 
these stamps Lord, then Lieut-Colonel, Baden
Powell, was desirous that all units serving in 
outposts and forts should have some means 
of communicating with each other and also 
with friends and relations in the town; and 
for the purpose of conveying such letters 
formed a Corps of cadets mounted on bicycles. 
The issue of these stamps also enabled let
ters to be forwarded by runner as oppor
tunity offered. With his usual forethought 
for others, I think, Lord Baden-Powell had 
in view in establishing this service the neces
sity of relieving somewhat the monotony of 
a besieged town. 

As a result of the nerve-racking conditions 
under which the surcharging and printing of 
the stamps were carried out numerous errors 
occurred. A complete list of these is as fol
lows: 

1d. on M. Bechuanaland Protectorate. In
verted Surcharge. 

ld. on ~d. Bechuanaland Protectorate. Block 
of four. Inverted Surcharge-Pair without 
commas. 

6d. on 3d. Bechuanaland Protectorate. In
verted Surcharge. 
3d. on ld. Bechuanaland Protectorate. Sans 
Serif type. Double Surcharge. 

ls. on 4d. British Bechuanaland. Double 
Surcharge (Block of four). 

Baden-Powtll. Reversed He.ad. 
ls. on 4d. British Bechuanaland. Double 

Surcharge. One inverted (Strip of three). 
ls. on 4d. British Bechuanaland. Treble 

Surcharge. (Strip of three). 
With regard to the Baden-Powell reversed 

head. I may say that the photographic plate 
was accidentally reversed in printing. So far • 
as I am aware only one sheet of twelve stamp3 
was printed and circulated. 

[Mr. Howat's list of errors is compiled from 
a collection of them which was si1ewn on his 
behalf in London by the late Mr. Arthur H. 
Stamford, and which is still in Mr. Howat's 
possession. 

It may be noted that he does not record 
in his collection the Bechuanaland Protector
ate 3d. on ld. fancy type, with a double 
surcharge (S.G. No. 9c), but that, on the 
other hand, he records this stamp with the 
"Mafeking Besieged" in sans serif type ( S.G. 
No. 12) as occurring doubly surcharged. This 
is not listed in Gibbons' Catalogue. 

He also records no specimen of the Bechu
analand Protectorate 6d. on 3d., fancy type, 
with double surcharge ( S.G. No. 9d). Other
wise his list of errors is the same as that 
given in Gibbons' list.-Ed.] 
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NEW POST CARDS OF IMPERIAL 

AIRWAYS AFRICAN ROUTE. 
With the co-operation of Imperial Airways, 

Raphael Tuck & Sons, Ltd., Raphael House, 
London, has produced a series of 15 post 
cards dealing with Imperial Airways Africa 
route. 

These post cards, which are real black and 
white photographs, may be obtained from 
your bookseller or stationer for the price of 
2d. each, or 2s. 6d. per packet of 15. 

SOUVENIRS OF THE AIR-MAIL FLOWN 
COVERS WHICH TELL THEIR OWN 

FASCINATING STORY. 
What an Expert says about an ever-growing 

hobby. 
Public interest in air transport, not onty 

in the British Isles but throughout the Em
pire, is illustrated by the hobby of making 
souvenir collections of Air Mail covers car
ried hy pioneer Empire services. A represent
ative collection of such flown covers tells its 
own fascinating story of the development of 
the flying mails which now connect England 
with Egypt, India, Africa, Malaya, Hong 
Kong and Autralia. Throughout the Domin
ions and Colonies, at the present time, there 
is a keen and growing interest in the collec
tion of data connected with the Empire Air
Mails. 

The collection of air-mail stamps and covers, 
though a comparatively recent hobby on any
thing like a widespread scale, has, during the 
past few years, been going ahead by leaps 
and bounds. 

It was in 1925 that Messrs. Harmer, stamp 
auctioneers and philatelic experts, held in 
London a pioner auction of air stamps and 
flown covers. 

"Since then," explains a member of this 
firm, "more and more collectors have been 
turning their attention to the air. There is 
a romance about the flying mail which ap
peals to the imagination." 

Take for an example the actual letters 
Harry Hawker carried with him in his aero
plane when he made the first attempt to fly 
non-stop across the Atlantic, from Newfound
land to Ireland. 

That flight, you may remember, ended in 
a forced descent in mid-Atlantic. Hawker 
and his navigator were lucky enough to be 
rescued by a small steamer, but their 
abandoned aeroplane, containing a bag of 
special mails, floated about derelict in the 
Atlantic till it was sighted and salved by 
another vessel. And now take a glance at this 

letter. You will see how it has been stained 
by the salt water during its immersion in the 
water, a sufficiently dramatic reminder of 
one of the greatest adventures of the air. 

THE FIRST UNION AIRWAYS' FLIGHT 
FROM DURBAN TO CAPE TOWN VIA 

UITENHAGE. 
The licence for the Port Elizabeth aero

drome was cancelled at the end of 1933, ne
cessitating Union Airways landing at Uiten
hage. 

The first Durban-Cape Town flight via 
the new route was made on Thursday and 
Friday, 4th and 5th January, 1934. 

No alteration, however, was made in the 
mailing arrangements, consequent upon this 
change of route. In other words, although the 
planes land at Uitenhage, mail on that centre 
is still included in the Port Elizabeth Dag and 
mail from Uitenhage is first sent to Port 
Elizabeth and then back to be placed on the 
plane. 

THE FIRST AIR MAIL FROM WINDHOEK 
TO DURBAN, JANUARY 3, 1933. 

The mails on this flight were carried by 
the three airway companies operating at the 
time. Firstly Windhoek-Kimberley by South 
West African Airways, Kimberley Johannes
burg Imperial Airways and Johannesburg
Durban by Union Airways (2nd Flight). 

COLLECTORS' WANTS 
AND OFFERS 

(Twopence per word per insertion with 
minimum of 2/- per insertion). 

Swaziland. - Unusual items, covers, 
Transvaal and other stamps used in 
Swaziland (vide postmarks) required 
by 

A. E. Basden, P.O. Box 238, Pretoria. 

"Specimen Stamps.''-Great Britain, 
British Colonial and Foreign wanted. 

Saul A. Klagsbrun, P.O. Box 846, Pre
toria. 

Orange Free State.-Approval selections 
wanted. Must be fine, well-centred 
copies. 

William Redford, Box 7012, Johannes
burg. 

Equal Catalogue Value Australians given 
for African duplicates, any kind or 
quantity. 

W. Stewart, 362 Forest Road, Bexley, 
Sydney, N.S.W. 
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crhe Newspaper Postage Stamps of 1832 
By J. H. POWER. 

Further research regarding the recently 
discovered postage stamps, on copies of the 
Graham's Town Journal for 1832, has 
brought to light some additional highly in
teresting facts, so that I am now in a position 
to give a clearer story of their origin. 

The first South African Newspaper, The 
Commercial Advertiser, was published in Cape 
Town in January, 1824. An official letter 
addressed to the editor of the above Journal, 
a few days after the publication of the second 
number reads as follows:-

" Colonial Office, 
Jan. 28, 1824. 

Sir,-I am directed by His Excellency the 
Governor to inform you that he has been 
pleased to fix the rate of postage to be 
paid for the paper you have established at 
one skilling (2¼d.) for each number sent 
to the country. 

I am, etc., 
(Signed P. G. Brink." 

There was evidently no stamp at this time, 
but copies of the Newspaper The CoZ.Onist, 
published in Cape Town as early as 1827, im
mediately after the passing of Ordinance 25 
of 1826, bear the stamp recorded in the South 
African Philatelist for August. The stamps 
in this case are impressed directly on the 
front page of each issue, as in the case of the 
first seven issues of the Graham's Town 
Journal for 1832. 

The mails were at this time (1830), ac
cording to Meurant, carried between Cape 
Town and Grahams Town on horseback, in 
large leather bags. 

I am now of the opinion that the printing 
of the sta1:nps was done at the seat of gov
ernment in Cape Town, and not at Grahams
town, as surmised in my previous article. 

Fortunately for our purpose, Mr. L. J. 
Meurant, the first editor and proprietor of 
the Graham's Town Journal, wrote a book 
entitled Sixty Years Ago, published in 1885. 
In this occurs a very important paragraph 
from the point of view of our research. He 
complains of the stringent laws relating to 
the printing and publication of newspapers 
and on page 80, in reference to the newspaper 
publisher, we find the following illuminating 
statement: 

"But this was not all. He had to lay in 
a supply of paper for 12 months, and to 
have every sheet *stamped with a penny 
stamp at the stamp office in Cape Town, 
and which had to be paid for in cash." 

* The italics are mine.-J.H.P. 

From this it would appear that there was 
only one die in use and this was kept at Cape 
Town. Further, communication between 
Grahamstown and Cape Town (600 miles) in 
the early eighteen-thirties, involved a tedious 
and dangerous journey. There were no roads 
hence all the travelling had to be done on 
horseback. Therefore one can easily under
stand that instead of sending a year's supply 
of paper from Grahamstown to Cape Town 
or;. horseback, to have each sheet stamped, it 
was surely easier to make several impres
sions of the die on one large sheet of paper, 
at Cape Town, and have that sent to 
Grahamstown. There Mr. Meurant cut out 
the stamps as required and affixed them to 
the copies of the Journal. Thus, apparently 
quite unconsciously, he was the first to use 
adhesive postage stamps. 

The volume in the Kimherley Public Lib
rary, containing the stamped numbers of The 
Graham's Town Journal, apparently origin
ally belonged to the Hon. Robert Godlonton, 
as the fly-leaf bears his signature. This 
gentleman was, for many years, a prominent 
member of the upper house in the early Cape 
Parliament where he represented the eastern 
districts of The Cape of Good Hope. He re
sided at Grahamstown for many years, was a 
personal friend of Mr. Meurant, and suc
ceeded him as proprietor and editor of the 
Graham's T,own Journal about 1836. 

"ENGLISH" STAMPS WITH FRENCH 
OBLrTERATIONS. 

The Philatelic Journal of Great Britain 
has a very interesting article with the above 
title. It deals with mails between the Chan
nel Islands and France. 

vVe were very puzzled by the term "English 
stamps," however, and a search through a 
number of reference books and through a 
variety of British and foreign catalogues com
pletely failed to produce any mention of Eng
land as a stamp issuing country. 

The problem was solved by a study of a 
photograph of a Jersey Ship Letter, repro
duced in the article. The stamp on this is 
without any doubt a Queen Victoria British 
stamp. 

A curious lapse on the part of "the oldest 
British stamp paper," is it not? 
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JUBILEE ISSUE. 
On February 1, 1928, the Government of 

Cyprus issued a set of postage stamps in 
commemoration of the Fiftieth Anniversary 
of the British Occupation of the Island. 

The ten denominations represent persons, 
objects, and incidents of interest in a history 
proverbially rich in traditional associations. 
For the ~ piastre design an archaic Cyprus 
coin-the silver coin of Amathus-was chosen, 
presented in high relief. The 1 piastre gives 
a late contemporary marble portrait of the 
philosopher Leno founder of the Stoic philoso
phy, who was born in Kitium (the modern 
Larnaca) towards the- close of the 4th cen
tury B. C. The design of the H piastre 
stamp is based on a map of Cyprus in the 
mediaeval style drawn for Mr. H. C. Luke's 
"Anatolica" showing the six principal cities 
and Mt. Olympus (6,400 ft. high) ; in the S.W. 
corner is a miniature presentment of Aphro
dite rising from the sea before Paphos. 

The 2½ piastre is a reduction of the early 
18th century fresco in the Orthodox Cathe
dral of Nicosia, showing the finding at Sa
lamis in the 5th century of the body of St. 
Barnabas, the Patron Saint of the Island. In 
this connection it may be remembered that Cy
prus was the first country in the world to 
be ruled by a Christian Governor, the Roman 
Sergius Paulus, who was converted by Paul 
and Barnabas. The 4 piastre stamp gives a 
view of the 13th century Cloister of the Pre
monstratensian Abbey of BeUapaise, close to 
Kyrenia on the northern coast of the Island. 
The 6 piastre shows the Badge of the Colony· 
-the two lions which Richard Coeur de Lion 
displayed on his banners at the taking of Cy
prus. 

The 9 piastre stamp represents the Tekke 
(Hospice) of Umm Haram, nurse of the Pro
phet Mahommed, who died in Cyprus. 

The subject of the 18 piastre is the bronze 
equestrian statue of Richard I., the first Eng
lish King of Cyprus, which stands outside the 
House of Lords in London. The 45 piastre 
or 5s. stamp shows the facade of the 13th 
century French Gothic Cathedral of St. 
Nicholas in Famagusta, now a Turkish 
Mosque; and the £1 value a portrait of King 
George V. 

This commemorative issue was engraved 
and printed by Messrs. Bradbury, Wilkinsom 
and Co. on white, wove paper watermarked 
multiple script C.A. and perforated 12 where
as all previous issues were perforated 14. The 
issue was for a period of 12 months only and 
was withdrawn on 31st January, 1929, when 

stamps of the previous issue were again 
brought into use. 

We now come to what I may term the 
New Cyprus Pictorial Issue which, incident
ally, provided the motive for the production of 
this paper. 

Frederick 'Yall writing in the January, 1935, 
n_umber of G-ibbons' Stamp 1.llonthly says: "I 
first saw the new Cyprus stamps in complete 
sheets and I was amazed at the beauty and 
magnificence of their designs. Here in this 
~et is one of the finest stamp designs ever 
issued, that of the 45 piastre value. It is the 
one picture in the set with no historical mo
tif, just a misty view of mountain and forest 
country with a gigantic tree in the fore ground, 
but what miraculous engraving and delight
ful conception! The scene lives before you
it is wonderful." 

Incidentally these forests are one of the 
chief attractions of the Island for visitors, 
thousands of whom yearly spend the hot sum
mer months amidst these pinewoods where 
a perfect climate is enjoyed. 

The remaining ten values of this set repre
sent episodes in Cyprian history which give us 
interesting peeps into the fascinating past. 
The Head of His Majesty King George has 
been incorporated in the designs of the de
nominations in common use for correspond
ence, i.e., the ~, t 1, H and 2~ piastres. The 
printers, Messrs. Waterlow and Sons, are to 
be congratulated for neither they nor any 
other printer have produce9 anything better. 
The set is on Mult. Script C.A. paper per
forated 12½. The ¼ piastre represents the 
remains of the Palace of Vouni, built about 
500 B.C. when Cyprus was under Persian 
rule. It stands on the pinnacle of a steep 
hill rising over 800 ft. out of the sea in Mor
phou Bay on the north side of the island. It 
was excavated in 1928 by the Swedish Ar
chaeological Expedition and yielded valuable 
sculptures besides gold and silver treasure. 
The ½ piastre shows the columns of the Marble 
Forum at Salamis, believed to be the largest 
Roman Forum of which the traces are still 
extant. These mark the site of what was 
once the capital of the Island, a place where 
St. Paul and St. Barnabas, a native of Cyprus, 
landed as recorded in the Acts of the Apostles. 

The i piastre shows the quaint church of 
. Peristerona 17 miles . to the west of Nicosia, 
one of the best examp1es of the mediaeval 
Byzantine churches of which many exist in 
the Colony. 

1 piastre-The theate at Soli the only vis
ible trace of what was once the second 
greatest Cyprian town, and which dates from 
Biblical times. 

The H piastres shows Kyrenia Castle and 
harbour which constitutes one of the great at
trations of Cyprus to visitors. The original 
castle was captured by Guy de Lusignan for 
Richard Coeur de Lion in 1191. The 2~ 
piastres depicts the imposing tower of Kolossi 
4 miles from Limassol, the old-time head
quarters of the Commander of the Kolossi and 
the Hospitallers after the fall of Acre. 
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0 piastres. This shows an interior scene 
in the Cathedral of St. Sophia, Nicosia. Com
pleted in 1228, during the rule of the Lusig
nan Kings, it became a Turkish Mosque in 
1570 when the Turks captured the island from 
the Venetians and has been kept in a wonder
ful state of preservation. The 6 piastres de
picts the Bairakdar Mosque in Nicosia built 
on the ramparts to commemorate the standard 
bearer of the Turkish Army who fell at the 
storming of the city on September 9, 1570. 

The 9 piastres shows the Queen's Window 
in the ruined castle of St. Hilarion, one of 
the most romantic ruins in the world. It was 
built in the early part of the 13th century 
as a refuge for the boy King of Cyprus, 
Henry I., against the marauding Emperor 
Frederick II. It clings to the top of the moun
tain 2,380 feet above the sea of Kyrenia. 

The 18 piastres shows one of the two old 
Turkish caravan serais in Nicosia which il
lustrates the extent to which Cyprus is still 
Oriental. The Buyuk Khan or Qreat Khan 
dates from the Turkish era and is of the 
same pattern as most Oriental inns have been 
from Biblical times. 

I will now conclude by saying that if any
body is looking for a nice, quiet, conservative 
and fairly inexpensive country to collect, they 
might well consider Cyprus. There are no 
side lines such as Postage Dues, Officials or 
Air Mails to complicate matters and the 
country has an absolutely clean sheet with 
regard to its stamp issues. 

CORONATION STAMPS FOR THE UNION. 
The Minister of Posts and Telegraphs, Sen

ator The Hon. C. F. Clarkson, has announced 
that the Government has decided, with the ap
proval of H.M. The King, to issue a special 
set of South African Coronation stamps. 

The set, it is said, will consist of all de
nominations as at present in use; the colours 
will also be the same as the present values, 
but all the stamps will bear a portrait of the 
King's head. 

The stamps will be issued on Coronation 
Day, May 12, and will be on sale for three 
months. 

BI & KI ---~====== 
The firm that supplies the stamps others cannot. 
Our prices are reasonable, though in some caaea 
not 110 low as quotations elsewhere, but we can 
fill most requirements. We aim to be able to 
supply 

ANY STAMP OF ANY COUNTRY 
(except recent issues) 

and can generally offer most stamps of a want 
list, however difficult. Prices :average half cata
logue. Let us know your requirements. We 
never worry with unwanted selections. 

1936 Price List of British Colonial Stamps. 
100 Pages . . . Price One Shilling. 

(Refunded against purchases.) 
B & K Special Offers - free on request. 

BRIDGER & KAY, LTD. 
170 STRAND LONDON. W.C.2. 

Index of Contemporary Articles 

Most of the papers indexed are available· 
for readers to borrow, but will they please 
send stamps to cover postage of anything 
they desire to have on loan? 

LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS. 
American Philatelist . . . . . . . . . . . . A.P. 
Annales de Philatelie (Les) . . . . . . Ann.P. 
Air Post Journal . . . . . . . . . . . . A.P.J. 
Australian St-amp Journal . . . . . . . . A.S.J. 
Australian Stamp Monthly . . . . . . A.S.M. 
British Philatelist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . B.P. 
Collectors' Club Philatelist . . . . . . . . C.C.P. 
Exchangiste Universe! (L') . . . . . . . . E.U. 
Gibbons' Stamp Monthly . . . . . . . . G.S.M. 
Godden's Gazette . . . . . . . . . . . . . . G.G. 
Linn's Weekly Sta.mp News . . . . . . . . L. W. 
London Philatelist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . L.P. 
Mekeel' s Weekly Stamp News . . . . . . M. W. 
Philatelist (Rotte.rdam) . . . . . . . . . . Ph. 
Philatelic Journal of Great Britain P.J.G.B. 
Philateliste Belge . . . . . . . . . . . . . . P.B. 
Philatelic Magazine . . . . . . . . . . . . P.M. 
Postmarke (Die) . . . . . . . . . . . . Pmk. 
Revue Postale (La) . . . . . . . . . . . . Rev.P. 
Scott's Monthly Journal . . . . · . . . . S.M.J. 
Sieger-Post . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . S.P. 
Stamps (New York) .......... ·.. S. 
Stamps and Cover Collecting . . . . . . S.C.C. 
Stamp Collecting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . S.C. 
Stamp Collectors' Fortnightly S.C.F. 
Stamp Lover . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . S.L. 
Stamp Magazine S.M. 

A USTRALIA.-The official stamps of the 
Australian Commonwealth, L.W., June 27. 

AUSTRIA.-First samps of Austria. M.W. 
July 6. 

BELGIUM.-Contributions a l'etude des ob
literations belges. P.B. June. 

CHINA.-The Chinese air post 1920-1935. 
C.C.P. July. 

CANADA.-Commemorative ·stamps, S.C. 
July 11 and 18. Canadian locals. C.C.P. 
July. 

CZECHO-SLOV AKIA.-Die Postmarken der 
Tschechoslowakei (contd.) Pmk. July 10. 

FRANCE.-Etude sur le 4 centime Ceres 
colonial. Ann. P. July-Sept. Les cachets 
des Bureaux Ambulants en France (contd.). 
Do. Vimy Ridge Commemoratives S.C. 
Aug. 1. 

GERMANY.-First North Atlantic flight of 
Germany's "Hindenburg," A.P.J. June. 

GREECE.-The Greek stamps of Mount Athos 
Holy Community. P.J.G.B. July. 

GUATEMALA.-The 5c Provisional of 1881-. 
C.C.P. July. Guatemala: 1886-1903. S. 
July 18. 

GREAT BRITAIN. -Interesting Scottish 
Cancellations. S.M. Aug. Crimea War: 
Postal arrangements for the Fleet in the 
Baltic. P.M. July 24. Fourpence of 1887. 
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An unrecorded variety. B.P. April. Penny 
plate numbers (Perkins, Bacon & Co. re
cords, 1861-1868 (contd.). B.P. April. The 
stamps of the circular delivery companies 
(contd.). B.P. April. English stamps with 
French obliterations. P.J.G.B. July. 

HAITI.-Haiti's Christophe. S. July 4. The 
first issue of Haiti. M.W. June 29. 

HAMBURG.-De Hamburger Boden Zegels 
(contd.). Ph. July. 

INDIA.-India used abroad. M.W. June 29. 
ICELAND-Icelandic pioneer flights. M.W. 

July 13. 
MANCHURIA.-Postage stamps of Man

churia: Commemorative issues. S.M.J. July. 
MOROCCO.-The local posts and postage 

stamps of Morocco (contd.). P.M. July 10 
and 24. 

NEWFOUNDLAND.-1931-1932 Airs. M.W. 
July 20. 

NICARAGUA.-Les Provisoires a multiples 
-surcharges (contd.). Ann. P. July-Sept. 

NY ASALAND.-Birth of the Nyasaland Pro
tectorate (contd.). S.C.F. July 18. The· Air 
Mails of Nyasaland. S.C. Aug. 1. 

P APU A.-Some Papuan air mails. S.C. Aug. 1. 
PERAK.-The shortage of le and 3c stamps 

in 1900. P.J.G.B. July. 
ROUMANIA.-Les timbres des Principautes 

danubiennes et de la Roumanie: 1858-1872. 
(contd.). P.B. June. The postage stamps of 
Roumania: Moldo-Wallachia, 1862-64 
(contd.). P.J.G.B. July. 

ST. PIERRE & MIQUELON.-Provisional 
issue of 1886. S. July 25. 

SUDAN.-The ·stamps of British Sudan. 
A.S.J. July. 

THURN & TAXIS.-Thurn & Taxis. M.W. 
July 13. 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.-The 2c 
1922 Type II. S.M.J. July. Notes on the 
Trans-Mississipi Express Mail of the C.S.A. 
A.P. July. The U.S. postage stamps of the 
20th century (contd.). C.C.P. July. Con
federate Blockade letters. S.C.C. June. 

VANCOUVER.-A variety in the le Van
couver ls. C.C.P. July. 

ZANZIBAR.-The Posts, Stamps and Sultans 
of Zanzibar ( cone 1.). S.L. July. 

MISCELLANEOUS.-Introduction to Meter 
Mark collecting. S.C. July 18. Les Marques 
postales des armees navales pendant la 
guerre 1914-19 (contd.). E.U. July 1. How 
postage stamps are printed. C.C.P. July. 
Printing processes. S.C.C. June. The world's 
first official air mail ( ? ) . S.C.C. June. The 
trans-Sahara overland mail. S. July 25. 
Model stamps for experimental and sample 
purpose·s. S.M. Aug. 

UNION JUBILEE VARIETY. 

"Gleaner," in Stamp Collecting, records a 
pair of ld. Union Jubilee stamps in which the 
stamp with SUID AFRIKA at the top has 
the head of the "9" in "1935" completely filled 
in with the printing ink. 

He goes on to say: "Have you noticed that 
the ld. values with the English inscription at 
the top are usually · slightly lighter in shade 
than those with the Afrikaans wording at the 
top?" Have you? 

He further asks if anyone can explain why 
two distinct varieties of bilingual stamps were 
necessary, seeing that the same wording ap
pears on each, only the positions being re
versed. 

MORE NEWS TO US. 
The American Stamp Digest has the follo,v

ing: 
"UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA. A Hp. 

with portrait of King Edward VIII. will be 
ready in time for the Johannesburg Centen
ary Exhibition in September, says the New 
York Sun.'' 

If they mean September, 1986, of course 
they may be right. 

But this tale of a stamp with a head of 
King Edward, to appear this month, has been 
appearing, with various modifications, in 
numerous overseas philatelic magazines. 

In our May number it was announced that 
a new Hd. stamp was to be issued when the 
flat rate for first class mail by air comes in
to operation next year, and in our June num
ber it was further stated that the design had 
been decided upon and that it was to be one 
illustrative of the mining industry. 

Since then we have heard nothing to con
tradict either of these statements. 

EAST AFRICAN POSTAL RATES AND 
STAMPS. 

Our Kenya correspondent, Mr. W. Turn
stall, sends the. news that the Association of 
Chambers of Commerce of East Africa are 
pressing for cheaper letter rates in East 
Africa. The P.M.G. thinks that a case for 
reduced charges has been made out and it 
seems likely that they may be reduced in 
Uganda and Tanganyika, but that the present 
rates may have to be continued in Kenya. 

Some dissatisfaction has also been expressed 
with the present issue and the meeting of the 
Association decided to recommend the postal 
authorities to give consideration to the fol
lowing points: (1) That the stamps be re
duced in size if possible although still main
taii1ing a pictorial issue; ( 2) that the col
ouring be more distinctive as regards certain 
denominations, particularly the present 5c and 
lr. stamps; and (3) the 10c stamp to be in 
colours such as to make cancellation, par
ticularly on receipts, more legible. 

 Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022 



September, 1936. 

PART 1. 

THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST 

JOHANNESBURG 
INTERNATIONAL 

PHILATELIC 

EXHIBITION 
NOVEMBER 2··14, 1936 

in conjunction with 

THE 

EMPIRE 
BRITISH 

EXHIBITION 
in the Exhibition Grounds 

Under the auspices of the 

PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF JOHANNESBURG 

PART 2. 
Exhibits "By Invitation " only. Many 
of the world's best collections will be 
represented. 

Competitive. " Africa South of the 
Equator." 

• 
The special Philatelic Exhibition Postage Stamps issued to commemorate 

the Johannesburg International Philate lie Exhibition and the Official Philatelic 
Exhibition Envelopes, will only be on sale from November 2nd to November 
14th, at the official stall in the Philatelic Exhibition. 

Early booking of accommodation by visitors is advisable. If in any difficulty 
apply to the Publicity Association, P.O. Box 4580, Johannesburg. 

Make your arrangements now to spend your annual holiday in Johannesburg 
in November next and see the finest collection of stamps ever brought together 
in South Africa. Probably the greatest ever shown in the Southern Hemisphere. 

Enquiries to:-

THE HON. SECRETARY, EXHIBITION 1COMMITTEE, 

P.O. BOX 4967, JOHANNESBURG. 
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Souvenirs of Soufh Africa's Aviation and 
Air Mail History 

(Paper read by Mr. L. A. WYNDHAM before the Capetown Philatelic Society). 

The desire to collect being an inherent 
characteristic of the human race, it is not 
surprising that there are many thousands of 
people of all walks of life whose collecting 
propensities have turned to mementoes of the 
development of aeronautics and the history of 
aerial postal communications. This collecting 
vogue, which is obviously of recent origin, is 
a very definite manifestation of the interest 
taken in aviation throughout the world, and 
just as to-day collectors of art and philatelists 
seek after early specimens of the subject in 
which they are interested, so do airpost col
lectors seek after records associated with the 
pioneer stages in the development of aviation 
and the early history of aerial postal com
munications in the form of aerogrammes car
ried on, or souvenirs associated with, historic 
flights. 

Unfortunately, the history of South Africa's 
early association with aeronautics is one 
which has been sadly neglected and, as far 
as is known, there are no souvenirs relating 
to the very early pioneers of aviation in this 
country, and one looks in vain for mementoes 
of the successful gliding experiments made by 
the late John Household in Natal as early as 
1875, of the first balloon ascent made by Pro
fessor Price in Johannesburg in 1898, and of 
the subsequent ascents made by the prof es
sional balloonist, Prof. Michaelis, in Cape
town during 1904. The latter, who was 
drowned when his parachute descended into 
the Molteno Reservoir, is stated to have drop
ped souvenir cards from the sky, but none are 
known to exist to-day. 

Turning to heavier-than-air craft, South 
Africa entered the field of aviation while the 
science of flying was still in its infancy, cer
tainly earlier than one might expect, having 
regard to the distance the country was situ
ated from the centre of aeronautical activity. 
Aviation in 1910-11 was only just being kept 
alive even in Great Britain, yet South Africa's 
active interest in flying began in that year. 
1n fact, the French airman, Kimmerling, was 
flying a Voisin biplane in South Africa early 
in 1910-or should I rather say, making hops 
of a few hundred yards. There are, however, 
no tangible records other than photographs, of 
the flights made by the early pioneers, Kim
merling, Christiaans and Weston during 1910 
and 1911. 

The year 1911 marks a definite milestone in 
the history of aviation, for it was in Febru
ary of that year that the aeroplane was used 
for the first time for the official conveyance 

of letters. I refer to the aerial mail organ
ised by Capt. Walter Windham in India in 
aid of charity. In the same year, Capt. Wind
ham organised the Fir8t United Kingdom 
Aerial Mail Service between London and 
Windsor (20 miles) in commemoration of the 
Coronation of the late King, as he was, to 
use his own words "convinced that sooner 
or later the aeroplane would be used as a 
mail carrier." May I divert here to say that 
even the optimistic pioneer of the aerial post 
could hardly have then visualised that within 
the twenty-five years' reign of King George 
aeronautical science would have ·80 advanced 
that an Empire air mail service of a route 
mileage of over 20,000 miles, connecting Lon
don with South Africa and Australia, and 
from which numerous "feeder" services radi
ate, would have been an accomplished fact. 

South Africa is one of the very few coun
tries that can pride itself on having had an 
aerial post in the historic year of 1911. The 
African Aviation Syndicate, formed in Eng
land by Capt. Livingston, Mr. Compton Pater
son and Mr. E. Driver, "to promote the science 
and practice of aviation in South Africa," 
commenced its activities with a "Flying Fort
night" exhibition at Kenilworth, Cape, and the 
then Minister of Posts gave his consent to 
one of the features of the event being the 
conveyance of an aerial mail between Kenil
worth and Muizenberg. This aerial post ,vas, 
of course, not a serious practical proposition, 
as it was to be flown between two points of 
no real postal importance, but the idea was 
to have an historical record of the first aerial 
postal service in South Africa on the lines of 
the first aerial post of Great Britain. The 
mail was limited to special souvenir postcards 
( sold at ls. each), and received a special 
commemorative "First South African Aerial 
Post " postmark. Two flights were made in 
each direction between Kenilworth and Muizen
berg, the first on 27th December, 1911, and 
the s8.cond on 3rd and 4th January, 1912, and 
2,579 cards in all were carried. It is grati
fying to be able to record that the mail was 
carried by Mr. Driver, a South African, in a 
50. h.p. Bleriot monoplane, then the last word 
in aircraft and a machine identical to the one 
in which the F:renchman, Beaumont, had won 
the "Daily Mail" £10,000 prize for the 1,000 
miles circuit of Britain flight. Mr. Driver, 
who had been an interested spectator of Kim
merling's flights in Johannesburg, had pro
ceeded to England and while there took a 
course of flying and distinguished himself as 

 Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022 



September, 1936. THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST 139 

an airman by being one of the three pilots 
selected for the Coronation Aerial Postal Ser
vice. 

After leaving Capetown the Aviation Syn
dicate visited Johannesburg, Kimberley and 
Durban, where exhibitions of flying were 
given, but no further aerial mail was carried. 
The first cro-ss country flight in South Africa 
was made by Mr. Paterson, from Kimberley 
to Klerksdorp and back in April, 1912, but 
again there are no souvenirs of this. A 
difference of opinion between the members of 
the Syndicate resulted in its liquidation. Mr. 
Paterson then started a flying school in Kim
berley. This venture came to an end in Octo
ber, 1913, and thus closed the pre-war chapter 
of South Africa's aviation history. 

It has been truly stated that the Great War 
was the crucible in which aviation was de
veloped from the infant stage to the stage 
of practicability, and fittingly the next mile
stone in S.A.'s aviation history is associated 
with the Great War. Towards the end of 
1917, Major A. M. Miller, D.S.O., a South 
African airman, was sent out by the Imperial 
Government to conduct a Recruiting Tour for 
the Royal Air Force. During this aerial tour 
in a B.E. 2E military biplane, Major Miller 
carried unofficial mail. The autographed en
velopes and letters carried by South Africa's 
greatest airman in these, his pioneer days, 
are indeed highly prized items in any airpost 
collection. The first long distance flight in 
South Africa was that from Capetown to Port 
Elizabeth made by Major Miller on 7th Nov
ember, 1918, the distance being covered in just 
under five hours. 

Souvenir aerial postcards bearing the sym
bolic wings of the R.A.F., superimposed upon 
a red cross and inscribed "Make Your Six
pence Fly," are the next mementoes that bear 
silent testimony to another event of great 
air mail interest, namely, the aerial postal 
scheme conducted during the S.A. Red Cross 
"Our Day" campaign in 1918. These cards, 
which received an "Aerial Post" postmark, 
were carried on various flights made in the 
Cape and in the Transvaal by Lieut. A. H. 
Gearing, R.A.F., another South African who 
was then in the Union recuperating from the 
effects of the continuous ·strain of many 
months of nerve-racking aerial combat in 
France. 

After the Armistice, Major Miller returned 
to the Union and immediately turned his at
tention to a scheme for developing aviation in 
South Africa as a commercial proposition and 
formed S.A. Aerial Transports, Ltd. The 
policy of the comoany was to educate the pub
lic to the possibilities of aviation, and to this 
end machines were sent on tour throughout 
the Union. As was inevitable in a pioneer 
enterprise of this kind, it was before its time, 
received no support from the Government and 
had to go under. Foremost amongst the flights 
of this company was probably that from 
Johannesburg to Durban on November 15th, 
1920, by the Avro Biplane "Natalia." Major 
Miller personally piloted the machine and car-

ried a "Special Aviation Number" of "The 
Star" and a few unofficial letters. 

The famous Handley Page Company, also 
after the War, turned its attention to the 
development . of commercial aerial transport, 
and among its many activities in this direc
tion was the establishment of a subsidiary 
company in South Africa. Two huge 16-
passenger aeroplanes ( converted war bombers) 
were sent out and assembled at the company's 
aer?d:r:ome at Wynberg. Major "Duke" 
MemtJes, M.C., A.F.C., who was appointed 
manager and chief pilot of the company, was 
a South African who had distinguished him
self as one of the greatest aerial fighters of 
the War. As a member of No. 56 Squadron, 
R.A.F., the finest fighting unit on the West
ern Front, he was wounded in the engage
ment between his Squadron and the famous 
Richthoven "Circus," when his comrade, Capt. 
Ball, V.C., the idol of the Flying Corps was 
killed. On Saturday, 14th February 1920 the 
company's aerodrome at Wynberg ~as offici
al!Y. opened by Sir Frederic de Waal, the Ad
mn!istrator ~f the Cape, and the huge machine• 
fittmgly christened "Pioneer" in view of its 
projected pioneer flight from Capetown to 
Johannesburg the following morning. 

The P.M.G. had agreed to the conveyance of 
letter mail by the "Pioneer," the postage for 
letters bein~ the ordinary ld. per half ounce, 
plus a special charge of 2s. per ounce to be 
prepaid in postage stamps, and payable to 
the compa~l·. On Sunday, 15th February, 
1920, the Pioneer" soared into the sky en 
route for Johannesburg, where arrangements 
had been made for her arrival that same 
evening. Bad luck dogged the "Pioneer" from 
the start, and the ·story of her journey to 
Beaufort West, which occupied four days, is 
too long to recount here. It only remains to 
be added that the successful accomplishment 
of the flight was frustrated by a crash near 
Beaufort West. Only ten of the covers of the 
letters carried on this historic flight are known 
to exist to-day, and the·se are probably the 
rarest of S.A. aerogrammes. They represent 
the first attempt at a practical commercial 
air mail in S.A., and as such are highly 
valued not only by air post collectors but by 
philatelists specialising in the postal history 
of S.A. In addition to the Capetown date
stamp obliteration, the envelopes bear the in
teresting cancellations "Carried by Aero
plane" and "Handley Page S.A. Transport, 
Ltd.-Aerial Post." 

The next important stage in the Union's air 
mail history came in 1925, when, on the re
commendation of the Civil Air Board, set up 
under the A via ti on Act of 1923, the Govern
ment instituted an experimental air mail ser
vice between Capetown and Durban. This 
service, ·which lasted for just over three 
months, was operated by pilots of the S.A. 
Air Force with D.H.9 machines. rhe daring 
military pilots who blazed the trail flew in 
pairs on the relay system, and although many 
were the difficultie·s which confronted them, 
the service was operated with astonishing 
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regularity. Special air mail stamps were issued 
by the Post Office for use on the service and 
the mail received a special "S.A. Air Mail
s.A. Lugpos" postmark. The results of this 
service as a commercial venture were dis
appointing, attributable largely to the tenta
tive nature under which it was run and the 
absence of any passenger revenue. From a 
flying point of view, however, the manner in 
which the service was operated was highly 
satisfactory and a glowing tribute to the re
sourcefulness of the small band of military 
pilots and the performance of their D.H.9 air
craft. Imbued with the spirit of self-sacrifice 
inculcated during their war service with the 
Royal Air Force, they operated the service 
to a 100 per cent. efficiency; battling through 
storms and gales to deliver but a few hundred 
letters to a South African public which had 
not yet become air-minded. 

Four years were to elapse before aerial 
postmen were again seen in the South African 
skies. Major Miller's persistent efforts to 
establish aviation on a commercial basis in 
South Africa at last bore fruit, when he suc
ceeded in forming Union Airways, Ltd., and 
entering into an agreement with the Govern
ment for the establishment of a regular week
ly air mail and passenger service between 
Capetown and Port Elizabeth, with exten
sions to Johannesburg and Durban, subsidized 
to the extent of but £8,000 a year. On 26th 
August, 1929, the first regular air mail ·ser
vice in South Africa was inaugurated by 
Major Miller. 

The valuable work done by Union Airways 
and the yeoman services to the cause of avia
tion of Major Miller and his men, who battled 
at first in small Puss Moth machines and later 
in single-engined Junkers aircraft, is well 
appreciated throughout South Africa to-day. 
On 1st February, 1934, the Government as
sumed ownership of Union Airways and, with 
the assumption of control, the operation of 
the internal air mail services were vested in 
the Railways Administration under the title 
of South African Airways ( S.A.R. & H.). In 
November, 1934, another milestone in South 
Africa's aviation history was the placing in 
service of multi-engined 16-passenger Junker's 
aircraft. In pursuance of the Government's 
policy, South-We·st African Airways was ac
quired as from 1st February, 1935. 

When Imperial Airways opened their ser
vice through Africa from London to Capetown 
in January, 1932, a new era in the history of 
the postal communications of South Africa 
was heralded. The trans-continental air mail 
afforded connection not only with the network 
of air lines in Europe, but also to many other 
countries by means of international air ser
vices. The fees prescribed for all clas·ses of 
mail beyond the Union were based on the half
ounce unit and ranged from 5d. to Rhodesia 
to 5s. to certain South American countries. 
Many and interesting are the souvenirs that 
can be collected to represent not only the 
opening of this great trans-continental air 

mail service, but also to represent the pro
gressive expansion of the Empire Air Mail 
and the establishment of "feeder" services, all 
of which have meant progress in South 
Africa's communications. Since the opening 
of the service in 1932, the Empire air mail 
has gradually been extended eastwards from 
Karachi through India to Singapore until, by 
the end of 1934, Capetown and Brisbane were 
joined by an air route of 16,000 miles-the 
longest all-air route in the world. Through 
the many "feeder" services that have been 
established, South Africa is to-day connected 
aerially with South-West Africa, Nyasaland, 
Portuguese East Africa, Belgian Congo, Mada
gascar, British West Africa, to mention but 
a few, and all these developments can be re
flected by first flight covers flown from South 
Africa. 

Souvenirs in the form of envelopes of let
ters also exist to represent practically all the 
historic and record flights with which South 
Africa has been associated. Mail was carried 
on the pioneer London-Cape flight in 1920. On 
the Imperial Airways London-Cape Survey 
flight in 1925, Mr. (now Sir) Alan Cobham 
carried special souvenir "Flight" cards which 
he posted from various points. Cobham also 
carried a few letters on his return flight, the 
pioneer Cape-London flight, when an im
promptu race was started between Cobham's 
famous D.H.50 (whic'h later he flew to Aus
tralia and back) and the "Windsor Castle," 
which resulted in the mail steamer's time for 
the journey (17 days) being beaten for the 
first time in history. Covers also exist to re
present the record flights made by Lieut. 
Bentley, Capt. Caspereuthus, the late Com
mander Glen Kidston, Amy Mollison, Tommy 
Rose and a ho·st of others. 

In conclusion, may I say that the collecting 
of souvenirs of the development of aviation 
and aerial communication is not limited to 
"covers" carried by aeroplane. There are 
numerous other collectable mementoes, such 
as invitations to dinners and banquets given 
in honour of successful pilots, pamphlets drop
ped from the air on special occasions, and 
many other "scraps of paper" which can be 
associated with important aviation events. A 
further interesting branch of the hobby is the 
collecting of the various air mail propaganda 
material issued by the Post Office from time 
to time ·since 1925. 

FIRST FLIGHT COVERS. 
.,:,arge selection of African Flights in stock, in
cluding many scarce items. I specialize in the 
First Flights of Great Britain and British 
Colonies. Price lists on request. Send me your 
want lists. Every order will have my personal 

attention and satisfaction is guaranteed. 
WANTED Gambia First Flights. Send details 

and lowest price. 
JOHN EDGAR, 

5 Lloyd Road, Hove, SUSSEX, England. 
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"JIPEX" 
EXHIBITION ST AMPS. 

The Postmaster-General has unexpectedly de
cided to honour the Exhibition with specially 
overprinted stamps in miniature sheets of six. 

There will be sheets of six of the current ~d. 
stamps, each stamp being overprinted, in two 
lines, "JIPEX/1936," and similar sheets of 
six of the current ld. stamps, every stamp 
being likewise overprinted. 

The sheets will be similar to the booklet 
sheets at present in use, the advertisements 
of these at top and bottom margins being left 
on. There will be right and left margins with 
the inscriptions, "JOHANNESBURGSE IN
TERNASIONALE FILATELISTIESE TEN
TOONSTELLING 1936" and "JOHANNES
BURG INTERNATIONAL PHILATELIC 
EXHIBI'TION 1936" respectively. 

These sheets will be sold only at the special 
Post Office of the Philatelic Exhibition, dur
ing the period of the Exhibition, Nov. 2-14, 
the Exhibition Committee having been given 
Post Office Agency status for that period. 

A limited supply of stamps will be on sale 
each day during the· period of the Exhibition. 

Requests for stamps should not be made 
to the Department of Posts and Telegraphs 
either in Pretoria or Johannesburg. 

OFFICIAL "JIPEX" ENVELOPES. 
These will be on sale some little time before 

the Exhibition opens, and in the Exhibition 
itself. Price 3d. each. 

CAN CELLA TIO NS. 
The Postmaster of Johannesburg has in

timated that two dies will be made for the 
cancellation of stamps on covers posted in the 
Philatelic Exhibition Post Office. It was 
found impracticable to get the title in both 
English and Afrikaans on one die, so one will 
be n!ade in each of the two official languages. 

DONATIONS. 
The Committee gratefully acknowledges 

1·eceipt of the following donations towards the 
Exhibition funds: 
Philatelic Society of Rhodesia . . £1 1 0 
J. W. K. Schofield . . . . . . . . . . 3 3 0 
Philatelic Society of Pretoria, amount yet un-

specified. 
G. N. Gilbert . . . . . . . . . . 10 6 
Philatelic Society of Natal . . . . . . 4 4 0 

TWO NEW SLOGANi'.5. 
Two new slogans made their debut in Jo

hannesburg on or about 30th July. One is 
"USE THE TELEPHONE/GEBRUIK DIE 
TELEFOON" in association with a rectangu
lar box-frame "PAID" mark. The other reads 
"TELEPHONE YOUR ORDERS/TELE
FONEER U BESTELLINGS" each in two 
lines, with two wavy lines underneath and 
coming between a circular JOHANNESBURG 
cancellation. 

RARE BRITISH COLONIALS 
are my speciality 

The ideal method of collecting is to have one of my 
approval selections of rare British Colonials beside 

your own collection. 

SELECTIONS SENT ON APPROVAL 
TO ANY PART OF THE WORLD~ 

The cheapest dealer in the World for British Colonial 
Rarities is : 

T. ALLEN 
5, BLAKE HALL ROAD 

LONDON, E.11 
WANSTEAD, 

ENGLAND. 
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Cape Newspaper Stamps of 1826-1841 
by J. H. HARVEY PIRIE. 

EXIT THE GRAHAMSTOWN POST
MASTER ENTER ( ? ) THE COMMIS

SIONER OF STAMP DUTIES. 
In sponsoring Mr. Power's discovery last 

month I must admit to some confusion of 
thought over "Stamp Duty" on account of the 
difference prevailing at that period between 
the practice in Great Britain and that in the 
Cape of Good Hope. 

In the former, newspapers contributed to 
the general revenue by paying a newspaper 
tax or "stamp duty" but were carried post 
free, whereas in the Cape, after the passing 
of Ordinances 25 and 26 of 1826 they con
tributed twice, in the form of both stamp duty 
and postage. 

G. Allis make.s no reference in his work to 
the Newspaper Stamp Duty, but Ordinance 26 
of 1926, from information published in the 
local press, definitely fixed the stamp duty 
on newspapers at one penny. 

This difference made me jump somewhat 
hastily to agreement with Mr. Power that 
the stamps found by him on the Graham's 
Town Journal represented the prepayment of 
postage, without due consideration of the pos
sibility that they might have 'been for the 
newspaper tax or stamp duty. 

Mr. Power himself, in his article published 
along with this and written before any of the 
discussion in the local press appeared, soon 
threw over the Grahamstown postmaster, and, 
I think, correctly, in favour of a central origin 
in Capetown for the stamps. 

Two days after showing his stamps at a 
meeting of the Philatelic Society of Johannes
burg (the day of publication of the article in 
the South Af,rican Philatelist) I had a copy 
of the Graham's Town Journrll of 1839 
brought to me which had a stamp affixed 
which also made me doubt the local post
master theory. This stamp was of the same gen
eral design but was obviously from a re-drawn 
die; it had been affixed to the newspaper be
fore printing as the notice about subscription 
rates was partly printed over it; but, most 
striking, was the fact that it was coarsely 
rouletted on three sides, the fourth side being 
clean cut as if from the edge of a sheet. This 
was strongly suggestive of machine manufac
ture, which did not seem to fit in with pro
duction by a local postmaster. Moreover I was 
by this time attending more to the nature of 
the stamp and, coming to the conclusion that 
it was a lithograph production, that also did 
not fit in with the local postmaster theory. 

Publication of the claims in somewhat sen
sational form had the effect of bringing about 
a much quicker search for evidence than would 
otherwise have been possible. 

The finding of Capetown newspapers with 
the same stamp makes the production of the 
stamps at headquarters in Capetown a prac
tical certainty. 

The vitally important point to decide is 
whether they were "stamp duty" stamps, i.e., 
purely revenue stamps, or whether they pre
paid postage. 

It has been published in the local press that 
a search has been made through the old files 
of the Graham's Town Journal, still kept in 
Grahamstown. They report (1) The first 
number to have a stamp stuck on is that of 
March 30, 1832, (2) By 1836 the stamps were 
being affixed before printing, (3) A new die 
was used for the stamps in 1838, ( 4) In 
1840 a ~d. stamp was used on Supplements, 
( 5) After October, 1841, there were no stamps 
printed or affixed except on a solitary num
ber of December 15, 1842. 

Mr. Power, in a personal letter to me, 
records in the Kimberley Library the exis
tence of a whole year's issue of "The Cape 
of Good Hope Literary Gazette" for 1832 
without stamps. 

It would seem improbable that copies kept 
for office files would be "stamped" if the 
stamps were for prepayment of postage, but 
it might have been regarded as necessary if 
these stamps were purely for revenue. 

That copies do exist without stamps, how
ever, leaves something unexplainect. 

Moreover, no information has so far been 
forthcoming as to how postage was prepaid 
on the newspapers at this time, as it clearly 
must have been, from the wording of Ordin
ance 25 and from the advertisement on the 
Graham's Town Journal. Perhaps it was 
jm,t paid in cash over the counter when the 
papers were handed in. 

If so, was there anything in the way of a 
mark of cancellation to indicate this? One 
knows that letters of the period showed such 
marks (for confirmation see report of meet
ing of the O.F.S. Philatelic Society, under 
"Society News"). If the papers were sent 
as a general rule in a cover, the marks would 
in most cases have been lost with the cover 
unfortunately. 

Evidence as to how postage was prepaid 
and accounted for would prdnanly settle once 
and for all the status of these stamps. Till 
this is obtained it is probably wise to give 
a verdict of "Not Proven" so far as their 
claim to being postage stamps is concerned. 

Whether they were supplied in sheets al
ready gummed or whether the adhesive had to 
be applied by the individual affixing them has 
not been ascertained. 
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r··-----~---------

1 
Society News l 

~~------~---·-····----~~...._. 
PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF NATAL. 
President, H. de Terrasson; Hon. Secretwry, 

Mrs. Reed, Box 588, Durban. Meetings, 1st 
\Y ednesdays, Durban Publicity Bureau. 

There was a very good attendance of :mem
bers and friends at the monthly meeting held 
on August 5, when Mr. H. F. Schroeder 
showed us his hobby, which he calls "Encirc
ling the World by Postcard," for there is not 
a country in all the five continents that is not 
represented. 

.i\Ir. Schroeder had special postcards 
printed and requested that a few stamps be 
affixed and then returned to him. So far 
three hundred have been returned. From 
Canada there is a card with a complete set 
of Jubilees, registered and airmailed. Another 
Canadian card has all the Commemoratives 
since 1933. Newfoundland graces the collec
tion with a complete set of stamps from one 
cent to thirty cents; Kenya with all stamps 
from five cents to 5s. including a complete 
set of Jubilees with a total face value of 13s. 

British Colonies with complete sets came 
from New Zealand, Australia, Canada, Basuto
land, Kenya, Southern Rhodesia and Barba
does, while the majority of the others are 
complete excepting the highest value. Africa 
is all but complete even Abyssinia being rep
resented by a card despatched from Addis 
Ababa two days before the Italians crossed 
the frontier. 

Then there were the novelties, cards from 
HELL in Norway, SANTA CLAUS, Ind. 
U.S.A., and two cards flown from the U.S.A. 
first by Airship Hindenburg and then Im
perial Airways, as well as other histor:.c 

events and commemoratives. One day Mr. 
Schroeder hopes to have every important city 
and island in the world in his novel collection. 

G.R. 

JOHANNESBURG. 
President, J. H. Harvey Pirie; Hon. Secre

tary, F. E. Ingham, Box 4967. Meetings, 2nd 
Tuesdays, Carlton Hotel, 7.45 p.m. 

The August meeting was a crowded one 
in anticipation of the visit of the East Rand 
Philatelic Society and the display of lVIr. 
Power's "Grahamstown" stamps. 

Considerable discussion took place over the 
latter, a va!iety of opinions being expressed. 
Some members thought they were more prob
ably stamps in payment of the "Stamp Duty 
Tax" than postage stamps. Others plumped 
in favour of tlie latter. Mr. Blockey was in
clined to consider the nearest equivalent as 
being the Bermuda "Postmaster" stamps. 

The general exhibits for the evening were 
all provided by the members of the East Rand 
Philatelic Society. 

Mr. H. Sulkje showed a remarkably com
plete collection of the Silver Jubilee issues, in
cluding the scarce Egyptian seal, in mint con
dition, also a complete set of them used on 
entires. All the stamps were in perfect con
dition and the lay-out most tastefully done. 

Mr. C. E. Larsen, President of the Society, 
showed a fine general collection of Egypt. 

Mr. A. P. Linn broke out in a new direction, 
for him, with a collection of U.S.A. Pre
cancels, a type of exhibit which has not been 
much in evidence here. 

Mr. Johnstone went back to his old favour
ites, the early class and showed a number of 
first issues of Brunswick, Hanover, Tuscany 
and other countries, many of the stamps be
ing on entires. 

A paper had been prepared by Mr. Wood, 
but unfortunately there was not time for the 
reading of it. F.E.I. 

ACCESSORIES 
You will want some of these handy adjuncts for the complete enjoyment of your hobby. 

All fresh stocks, and all quotations are "Post Free." 
HINGES.-Paramount: small at 6d., medium at 9d., large at ls. Ever-Ready, folded: Medium at 9d. per 

packet. 
::WAGNIFIERS.-Small at ls., medium at 2s., large at 2s. 6d. Extra strong, 2in. lens, folding frame, 

in leather case. at 5s. 6d. each. 
TWEEZERS.-Gold-bronze, rustless, no plating to peel off, with cap, at 2s. 6d. each. 
TITLES.-832 names of countries, gummed, at ls. 6d. each. 
WALLETS.-Flap and button, vest pocket size, 24 linen strips, at ls. 6d. each. Size 4in. by 6in., 60 linen 

strips, at 4s. 6d. each. Size 5¼in. by 7in., 84 linen strips, at 5s. 6d. each. 
DUPLICATE BOOKS.-Size 4in. by 6¼in., 36 linen strips, at 3s. 6d. 51in. by 7½in., 96 shfos, at 7s. 6d. 

6¾in. by Sin., 168 strips, at l0s. 6d. 
Loose-leaf Albums for Beginners (or duplicates, etc.), space for 5,000 stamps, 128 pages, instructh·e 

descriptive matter, good binder, special for only 4s. 6d. each. 

A. LICHTENSTEIN, B.P.A. 

P.O. Box 76, Rouxville, O.F.S. 
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ORANGE FREE STATE. 
President, F. Carter; Hon. Sec., F. J. Hun

dermark, 78 Murray Avenue, Bloemfontein. 
Meetings, 2nd Fridays, Oranje Koffieshuis, 
Bloemfontein, 8 p.m. 

The August meeting was unusually well at
tended, with Mr. F. Carter (president) pre
siding. 

Two proposals for membership were accep
ted, and three more will be balloted for at 
the next meeting, September 11, which will be 
the annual general meeting of the Society. 

Two members were appointed to attend 
Congress, and instructed to press a motion 
by the Society to be submitted to Congress. 

The recent find of alleged postage stamps 
from Grahamstown, claimed to be the first 
adhesive stamps in the world, naturally gave 
rise to interesting .discussion. 

Mr. J. Lewis stated he had handled a copy 
of the "stamps" some years ago, and he had 
thought it merely an inked impression, used 
for taxing purposes, and cut from a wrapper. 

Mr. E. White expressed the opinion that the 
impressions were made on sheets of paper by 
the taxing officer for convenience, and that · 
these sheets were handed to the publishers of 
"The Grahams Town Mail," who affixed them 
to the newspapers, instead of the newspapers 
having to be brought to the Post Office to 
be impressed. Mr. White exhibited two letter
covers dated 1830 and 1831, one addressed 
from Grahamstown to Bathurst, the other 
from Grahamstown to Port Alfred, both bear
ing a small crown encircled with the word 
"Postage" and the town of irigin. As the 
postage on these letter-covers were ls. 6d. 
and 2s. respectively (and so endorsed) it was 
hardly likely that a newspaper would have 
been postally conveyed for the sum of one 
penny, which amount appears on the news
paper impressions. 

The general consensus of opinion was that 
these impressions or stamps were duty and 
not postage stamps, adhesive or otherwise. 

F.J.H. 

PRETORIA. 
President, A. E. Basden, Hon. Secretary, 

Prof. H. A. Wager, Box 514. Meetings, 1st 
and 3rd Mondays, Technical College, 8 p.m. 

August 4. Mr. Basden was fa the chair. 
Three new members were elected. A pecuni
ary donation and medal for the Johannesburg 
Philatelic Exhibition were passed. Mr. Hawke 
read some interesting notes from the philatelic 
press. 

Professor Wager read a paper on Mint and 
Used Stamps. He stressed the immaculate 
condition as is required by the definition of 
a mint stamp. The collection of mint stamps 
may not be really included in true philately 
but there is no doubt that the collection of 
mint stamps has come to stay. He deprecated 
the sale of stamps cancelled to order by cer
tain countries to stamp dealers. 

Mr. Obermeyer showed his fine collection 
of Natal. 

August 17. Mr. Basden was i& the chair. 
There was a record attendance. Two new 
members were elected, Mr. Obermeyer de
scribed the New Issue Service scheme for the 
benefit of members and Mr. Hawke gave some 
philatelic notes. 

Major Harrington read a paper on the 
Postal History of Rhodesia, being excerpts 
from his researches on that country. He de
scribed the change of the postal service from 
native runners to the issue of postage stamps. 
He gave an account of the stamps overprinted 
B.C.A. Some of his out of the way items were 
then described, the fact being mentioned that 
during the Anglo-Boer war £20,000 worth of 
postage stamps were used as currency. £1,000 
of which was never redeemed. 

Exhibit. Major Harrington displayed some 
of his unique items of Rhodesia and Mr. 
Obermeyer also showed his collection. 

CANADIAN JUBILEE VARIETIES. 
The Australasian Air Mail and Philatelic 

Monthly which is the house journal of the 
Norther~ Stamp Co., Newcastle, N.S.\V., has 
recently blossomed into a printed, illustrated 
magazine. The July ~umber has an int~res~
ing short article on Tm Can Island, which 1s 
now fairly well known, having been boomed by 
U.S.A. cover collectors. 

There is also a list of errors and minor 
varieties which have come to light on Can
adian Jubilees. This is reproduced belo,v. 
1 Green. 

(a) Weeping Princess. 
(b) Two dashes in C of CENT. 
( c) Horizontal line through 35 of 1935. 
(d) AB of ELIZABETH joined at top by 

strong line. 
( e) Dented frame middle of right side. 
(f) Group of four dots in N of CAN ADA. 
(g) Small dash under A of ELIZABETH. 

2 Brown. 
(a) KE of DUKE joined at top by strong 

line. 
3 Red. 

(a) Two shades of paper. 
(b) Vertical line through left numeral 3. 
(c) Dot in E of CENTS. 
(d) Dot in right numeral 3. 
(e) Dot in T of CENTS. 
(f) Horizontal lines of shading out into 

right numeral. 
13 Blue. 

(a) Hairline in clouds below D in CAN
ADA, stamp 34, upper pane of plate 2. 

(b) Hairline between stamps 13 and 14 in 
same plate. 

(c) Hairline between stamps 34 and 44 in 
same plate. 

(d) Two lines through C of CENTS, stamp 
89, same plate. 
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A meeting of the Philatelic Congress of 
Southern Africa will be held in the Confer
ence Hall adjoining the rooms in which JIPEX 
is being staged on Saturday, 7th November, 
opening at 10 a.m. 

It should be noted that entrance to Con
gress, and to JIPEX, can be obtained without 
going through the Empire Exhibition (and, in
cidentally, paying the Empire Exhibition en
trance fee, although entrance to JIPEX and 
Congress can be made from the Empire Exhi
bition if desired). The private entrance to 
JIPEX and the Conference Hall is on the west 
side of the Exhibition grounds, by the same 
door as gives direct entrance from the park
ing space reserved for members of the 
Welcome Club. 

Congress is open to all philatelists and all 
are welcome to take part in any of its func
tions or deliberations, although only delegates 
from the constituent societies may vote on any 
business matters. 

-..\. report will be received from the JIPEX 
Jury on the papers, etc., which have been sent 
in under Section 29 (unpublished literature 
dealing with Southern Africa) for which the 
usual Congress Award is being given this 
year. Selected readings wili be made from 
the entries. 

It is hoped that Mr. Emil Tamsen will give 
an address on stamps of the Transvaal. 

Business affairs will then be dealt with
Resolutions from constituent Societies, Report 
on The South African Philatelist, Reports 
from Committees on allotted research, Nomi
nations for the Roll of Honour, Invitation to 
join the International Federation of Philately, 
place of meeting of next year's Congress. Any 
matters of general interest considered suitable 
for discussion. 

A Congress Dinner will be held in the even
ing, open to all who have enrolled as members 
of Congress, It is hoped to be able to arrange 
to have the dinner in the Empire Exhibition 
grounds, but at the time of going to press the 
details have not been settled. It is intended 
that the cost shall not exceed about 10s. per 
head, exclusive of refreshments, each member 
paying his own expenses. Guests may be 
brought, including ladies. Dress, optional. 

It is hoped that the attendance will be 
large and that it will be a jolly affair; 
speeches will be reduced to a minimum, the 
only formalities will be the presentation of a 
few of the principal awards gained at JIPEX. 

It will greatly facilitate the dinner arrange
ments if those intending to be present will 
intimate their intention either to Mr. 
Springhton, the Hon. Secretary of the Con
gress Executive Committee (P.O. Box 99, 
Cleveland), or to Mr. Jenkins, Hon. Secretary 
of JIPEX Committee (P.O. Box 4967, Johan
nesburg). This should be done as soon as 
possible, but in any case not later than the 
opening day of JIPEX, Mpnday, 2nd 
November. 

Congress business will be continued on Sun
day, 8th November, if necessary, although it 
is not anticipated that it will be. 

JIPEX, however, will be open to members 
of Congress on Sunday, 8th November, but 
not to the general public. They will thus have 
an opportunity of seeing exhibits at leisure 
and without the presence of a crowd. Ar
rangements may also be made for them to see 
portions of collections which have been en
tered for competition but which are not on 
exhibit in the frames. Special application, 
however, must be made for this privilege. 

The Editor wishes to thank the following 
for First-Day Covers with King Edward VIII. 
stamps: 

Messrs. Francis J. Field, Ltd., Frank 
Godden, Ltd.; Edw. A. Mitchell, Regent Stamp 
Coy., Geo. Pearson, Lancelot A. B. Sharpe, 
"Stamp Collecting," "The Stamp Magazine," 
and G. Hope Wilson. 
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"JIPEX." 
The Exhibition opens at 10 a.m. on Mon

day, 2nd November, and the Official Opening 
Ceremony will be performed by the Minister 
of Posts and Telegraphs, Senator the Hon. C. 
F. Clarkson, at 11 a.m. --The Exhibition remains open to the public 
every week-day until the evening of Saturday, 
14th November. Hours: 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. 

It is housed in Halls A and B of Block 
F in the Empire Exhibition grounds. These 
Halls are situated on the west side of the 
grounds, just below the Chamber of Mines 
Pavilion and above the Beer Garden. Visitors 
to the Empire Exhibition can obtain admission 
to JIPEX from the corridor just below the 
Chamber of Mines Pavilion. For those wishing 
to see the Philatelic Exhibition without going 
into the Empire Exhibition a seperate entrance 
is provided on the west side of the grounds 
beside the entrance from the parking ground 
reserved for members of the Welcome Club. 

Charge for Admission to JIPEX is ls. 
Children under 16, 6d. 

Below is shown the design of the plaques 
which will be awarded to the winners in the 
various Sections. The design was executed by 
the Royal Mint, Pretoria, and the plaques will 
be made there and mounted on stinkwood 
bases. 

The design is meant to be essentially topi
cal, for without gold mines there would have 
been no Johannesburg and no JIPEX. Realism, 
rather than artistic qualities, has therefore 
been aimed at. The names of the recipient and 
of the country of award will be engraved at 
the bottom of the plaque as if they formed 
the address of the letter. 

The Championship award will be a silver 
cup which has been donated by the Johannes
burg City Council. On one side it will bear 
the city coat of arms and "Johannesburg Gol
den Jubilee Celebrations, 1936"; on the other 
a suitable Philatelic Exhibition inscription. 

BROWN ON GREEN. 
A cheerful man was Daniel Green, 

Of stamps he had no knowle'dge. 
But best of friends we long had been 

Since student days in college. 

One day, while walking into town, 
I met my old friend, Dan. 

He greeted me, "How are you, Brown! 
Still saving stamps, Old Man?" 

I thought of you as I went through 
My files the other night 

And found a stamp of red and blue, 
An aeroplane in flight. 

I thought at sight, this stamp is right, 
With Brown 'twill make a hit. 

The envelope was cancelled light; 
The stamp, not marred a bit. 

A twenty-four cent airmail stamp 
Was what it seemed to be; 

And as I held it to the lamp 
It looked all right to me. 

But when I paused and looked again; 
Would you believe it, Brown? 

Upon my word, the aeroplane 
Was printed upside down! 

Of course, I knew then, right away, 
'Twas not for your collection, 

For often have I heard you say 
You only want perfection. 

I saw it would not do at ali, 
I knew you would have spurned it. 

I tore it into pieces small 
And in the fire burned it! 

I looked at him with sickly grin; 
There's nothing more to tel;. 

I smote him once upon the chin 
And left him where he fell. 

Kent Marlin in Stamps. 

 Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022 



October, 1936. THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST 147 

DONATIONS. 
The Committee gratefully acknowledges re

ceipt of the following donations towards the 
Exhibition Funds: 

L. A. Wyndham, Capetown . . £0 2 6 
Messrs. Stanley Gibbons, Ltd. 7 0 0 
G. R. Kent, Springs O 5 0 
G. Geronimus, Windhoek . . . . 1 0 0 
E. Klein, Philadelphia 2 0 0 
East London Philatelic Society 2 2 0 
J. E. Creewel, Johannesburg . . 0 5 0 
A. Lichtenstein, New York 5 0 0 
City of Johannesburg-Championship Cup 
C. Brinkley Turner, Phila-

delphia . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 14 0 
Association for Stamp Exhi-

bitions, New York .. 
R. E. Pickard, Switzerland 
Miss Jean Campbell, Glasgow 
E. Budd, Zululand 
Dr. L. B. Goldschmidt, Cape-

town ............. . 
Theodore E,. Steinway, New 

20 0 
1 1 
1 0 
0 10 

3 11 

0 
0 
0 
0 

6 

York . . 3 0 0 
Cape Town Philatelic Society 2 2 0 

POST OFFICE EXHIBITS AT THE 
EMPIRE EXHIBITION. 

The Post Office is having an exhibit of 
specially philatelic interest at JIPE,X, but they 
are also having, in the Union ,Government Pa
vilion, a display of more general postal in
terest which visitors to the Empire Exhi
bition should not miss. A description of this 
display follows:-

"Post Office Stones," beneath which 
mariners passing Table Bay before the days 
of white settlement, were accustomed to hide 
their letters, will be brought up for the first 
time to Johannesburg for the Empire Ex
hibition, where they are forming part of the 
unique Post Office section in the Union Gov-
ernment pavilion. 

By means of a diorama the organisers will 
show how these stones were actually us8d 
in the 16th Century. 

Sailors will be seen depositing letters be
neath these stones beside the banks of the 
"Fresh River," a now vanished stream, which 
ran parallel to the better--known Salt River. 

Included among the "Post Off ice Stones" 
will be several that have only lately been dis
covered. 

Early in 1937 the new Imperial Airways 
East Coast Route, terminating at Durban, 
will be opened, and a model of the type of 
flying boat it is proposed to use for this ser
vice can be seen, together with the popular 
conception. 

A model of an old coach is also to be seen, 
and it is interesting to note, in this con
nection, that even so recently as 1912, the 
Pilgrims Rest Mail Coach was held up by 
highwaymen, spurred and mounted in accord 
with the popular conception. 

Examples of old and modern telegraph ap
paratus which are displayed, are too numerous 
to mention specifically but special attention 
should be paid to the Teleprinter exhibit whirh 
demonstrates how modern telegran!-J;~ ,rir • 
ciples permit the introduction of the telegraph 
into the business house itself. 

Johannesburg's new heavy traffic cable to, 
Pretoria is being shown by means of a re
markable reconstruction, over 15 feet long, 
which will illustrate the way in which this 
type of cable improved speech over a long: 
distance. ' 

Complete cross sections of the works that 
lie below the man-hole in a typical street are 
also a unique feature of a -working model. 

Automatic telephones will be seen actually 
in operation and the manner in which calls are 
metered is to be demonstrated. Thanks to the 
courtesy of the manufacturers overseas, the 
entire system is being reproduced in miniature 
in the Johannesburg Post Office exhibit, with 
a model 12 feet long and 10 feet high. 

Mr. Sidney Carter has done a series of fine 
painted panels showing the story of the South 
African Post Office including a native run
ner with a letter, the Slangkop Radio Station, 
typical farms with telephone lines, and the 
story of the laying of the Johannesburg 
Pretoria underground cable, the new Post 
Office Johannesburg, etc., etc. 

The EMPIRE E,XHIBITION P.O. is using 
two dies for cancellations, one 11andstamp and 
one machine. The former is a double circle· 
mark, outer circle 31 m.m. in diameter, with 
EMPIRE EXHIBITION /RYKSTE,NTOON
STELLING above and JOHANNESBURG 
below, between the circles, the date reading 
in one line across the centre. The machine 
cancellation has RYKSTENTOONSTELLING 
/JOHANNESBURG and EMPIRE EXHI
BITION/JOHANNESBURG in small circles 
with the date reading across the centres and 
in between, the Slogans, in two lines, THE 
GOLDEN CITY /1886-JUBILEE-1936 and 
DIE GOUD ST AD /1886-JUBILEUM-1936. 

UNION NOTES. 
Mr. R. Axer, Claremont, reports that the-

4d. was on sale in the Peninsula on September 
10 from a new cylinder. The sheets have 
small marginal arrows and the well-known 
flaw on stamp No. 2 in the 9th row-"Native 
holding a bamboo pole," has been removed. 

He also notes that the variety with a 
damaged shield in the 2d. Voortrekker appears 
in the overprinted S.-W.A. issue. 

Mr. Ashwell, Alicedale, notes that in the 
ld. Jubilee the stamps with SUID AFRIKA at 
the top have the background of the letters 
cypher "G.V.R.," much lighter than the 
stamps with SOUTH AFRICA at the top. [We 
have looked at several specimens and have 
been unable to detect this difference, so pre-
sumably this is not a constant variety.-Ed.] 
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Sir, 
I have looked in vain for an article in the 

South African, Philatelist on our booklet 
stamps; and so I venture to send you a list 
of the slogans and advertisements I have suc
ceeded in collecting, in the hope that it will 
stimulate someone, who is competent to do so, 
to tell us how these stamps are produced. I 
have studied the article (by Messrs. Solomon 
and Gilbert) which appeared in your issue of 
September, 1933, and have tried to apply the 
information contained in that article to the 
present issue, but I feel that some other sys
tem was adopted. Here is the list:
Sloga,ns ( ~d. and ld.) 

1. (a) Telephone your telegrams. 
(b) Telefoneer u telegramme. 

2. (a) Shop by telephone. It saves time. 
(b) Maak u inkoopies per telefoon. Dit 

bespaar tyd. 
3. (a) Safety first. Post Office Savings 

Bank. 
( b) Veiligheid eerste. Posspaarbank. 

4. (a) Register valuable letters. 
( b) Registreer waardevolle bri'ewe. 

A.dvertisements (ld. only). 
1. 333 State Express. The better cigarette. 
2. Punch. The choicest Ravanna cigars. 
3. Melachri.no cigarettes, No. 4, No. 5, No. 9. 
4. Medico Filter Pipes for clean smoking. 
5. Puria Tipped State Express Cigarettes. 
6. Smoke Williams John Bull Mixture. 
7. Williams Select Mixture. Mild and Mel

low. 
8. For a better smoke Corncob Mixture. 
9. Robertsons Stamp Co. P.O. Box 5826, 

Johannes burg. Sell everything for collec
tors. 

The first eight advertisements occupy the 
space above the top left hand corner stamp. 
The ninth appears over the top right hand 
corner stamp, with No. 1 in its usual place. 
The slogans appear in any order, except that 
the English and Afrikaans are usually in 
pairs one above the other. Sometimes, how
ever, an English slogan is attached to an Af
rikaans stamp, with the result that two E,ng
lish or two Afrikaans adjoin one another. 
There are no advertisements on the M. stamps. 
All watermarks are inverted. 

Yours faithfully, 
B. L. CAIRNCROSS, 

Box 383, .t'retoria. 
[No one regrets more than I do that an 

article on the settings of the booklet stamps 
and advertisements has not appeared in the 
S.A.P.; but I have failed in all my efforts to 
get anyone to write it. I also trust Mr. Cair
cross' letter may stimulate somebody with the 
necessary knowledge.-Ed.] 

A CITY OF 
THOUSAND 

THRILLS 

A 

A city within a city has grown in 
dazzling white and gold on one 
of the finest hillside settings m 

Johannesburg. 

Come to the Empire Exhibition. 
Johannesburg has the world on her 
stoep. Every hour, every minute, 
of your holiday will be filled with 
delight. There will be more things 
to see and do than you ever dreamt 

of. 

The Exhibition will be open from the 
15th September to the 15th January. 
Entrance charge 2/- (Children half-

price). 

Accommodation Bureau, P.O. Box 4580, 
Johannesburg. 
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AIR DEVELOPMENTS AT SINGAPORE. 
Special channel for the Empire flying-boats. 

-A special seaplane channel is being provided 
which will enable the new Empire flying-boats 
to alight in Singapore harbour and taxi acrosc; 
the water to the slipway and hangars. When 
work has been finished on the new airport, 
early next year, it is proposed to celebrate 
the completion of the scheme by organising an 
air race between Singapore and London. 

SEVENTEEN YEARS OF AIR TRAVEL, 
AND WHAT THE, EIGHTEENTH YEAR 

WILL BRING. 
The other evening officials at the London 

airport Croydon, were celebrating the comple
tion of seventeen years of regular commercial 
air transport, between London and the Con
tinent. It was on the 25th August, 1919, that 
British enterprise established the world's first 
daily air express between London and Paris, 
and a few facts and figures will indicate the 
remarkable progress which air travel has 
made in the years between 1919 and 1936. 

For a time, in 1919, Paris was the only 
Continental city that you could fly to from 
London. To-day air passengers can book 
from London to more than 200 towns and 
cities on the Continent. In 1919., the total 
mileage of the world's air routes was only 
3,000, to-day the figures stand at over 200,000 
and is increasing rapidly. 

The first commercial aircraft carried one 
pilot and two passengers. To-day, on the 
Paris route, air liners carry a crew of four, 
and 39 passengers besides mail. 

The air routes of Imperial Airways, \vhich 
had a mileage of only 1,700 when the com
pany started in 1924, have grown year hy 
year until the air liners of Imperial Airways 
and of its associated enterprises are now fly
ing over 26,000 miles of routes. 

As for the eighteenth year of British air 
travel, this promises to be the most important 
in the whole pioneer commercial history of 
the air. We are now on the eve of prelim
inary flights on the Atlantic routes which will 
be a prelude to a regular service connecting 
England with the air mail systems of Canada 
and the United States, and at the same time 

_preparations are being completed for the 
great new Empire air scheme which will come 
into operation next year, and by which first 
class mails in bulk are to be air borne from 
England ,along the main Empire routes with
out any form of aerial surcharge. It is for 
this great scheme that Imperial Airways has 
under construction a fleet of 28 flying boats 
and twelve land planes. 

WINDHOEK-SW AKOPMUND SPECIAL 
FLIGHT. 

On December 9, 1935, a South African Air
ways' plane was specially chartered to convey 
a patient from Windhoek to Swakopmund and 
the Post Office took advantage of the oppor
tunity of sending a mail along with the plane. 
On the return flight the following day mails 
were also carried. 

RARE BRITISH COLONIALS 

are my speciality 
The ideal methods of collecting is to have one of my 
approved selections of rare British Colonials beside 

your own collection. 

SELECTIONS SENT ON APPROVAL. 
TO ANY PART OF THE WORLD. 

The cheapest dealer in the World for British Colonial 
Rarities is: 

T. ALLEN 
FRINTON-ON-SEA, 

ESSEX ENGLAND. 
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It is seldom in these days that one hears of 
or sees a bisected stamp in the British Col
onies. In point of fact, since the minute in 
1893 by Lord Rippon, then Secretary of State 
for the Colonies and Protectorates, forbidding 
the issue of local and provisional stamps by 
means of surcharges or overprints and the 
subsequent finding in 1908 consequent upon an 
official enquiry instituted by Lord Crewe, a~ 
later Secretary of State for the Colonies, that 
the "Officer administering the Government, 
the Colonial Secretary and the Colonial Post
masters of the various Crown Colonies and 
Protectorates should be held collectively and 
individually responsible for ensuring that an 
adequate stock of stamps is kept in the Colony 
or Protectorate and for ordering a fresh sup
ply as soon as the stock in hand falls below 
the amount normally required for a period of, 
say, six months," indeed, Postmasters, to whom 
such blame would chiefly be attributed, have 
got a real scare and have been particularly 
-careful in avoiding provisional issues. 

But, necessitas non habet legem, the Postal 
Convention held at Cairo in March, 1934, not 
only recognised, but upheld the practice of col
lecting the actual deficiency in postage ( and 
not double the deficiency)- in certain circum
stances, consequently, half-penny nd.) post
age due stamps became an absolute necessity 
to all Colonies and Protectorates in which the 
postage due label system had been already 
introduced. 

Barbados, who had in January, 1934, for the 
first time, introduced the postage due label 
system, only possessed a one-penny (ld.) post
age due stamp, but deciding to give effect to 
the Postal Convention's recognizance of March, 
1934, later ordered a supply of half-penny 
( ½d.) postage due stamps, and to quote the 
actual works of Mr. G. F. Sharpe, Colonial 
Postmaster at Barbados, thts is what hap
pened :-"In the interim, a bisected ld. label 
was used to indicate a surcharge of M., 
rather than revert to the old and objectionable 
practice of indicating the amount of the 'tax' 
in coloured pencil on the outside of the en
velope." 

"The half-penny surcharge was levied on 
'Other Articles' returned to senders at their 
direct request." 

Thus there can be no scepticism as to the 
authenticity of this stamp, it having been 
officially authorised. It is the one-penny 
(ld.) (S.G. No. D2), diagonally bisected and 
each half surcharged by hand "M." in black 
or red ink, of which the latter is the scarcer 
of the two. Some are also found without any 
surcharge, representing as they do a half of 
a penny. 

These bisects can only be found affixed to 
a blue Post Office Circular No. P.F. 132, ON 
SERVICE, which is folded into the form of 
a wrapper or envelope and bound with a paper 
clip so as to hold within the returned letter 
for which the surcharge is levied. 

Unfortunately, the Barbados Post Office 
cannot supply the correct number of bisects 
used, but it is evident quite a small quantity 
has been used, as "tax" letters are not an 
everyday occurrence in a small colony like 
Barbados. 

The ld. postage due first came into use 
on the 2nd January, 1934, and the ½d. postage 
due on the 10th February, 1935, while the 
bisected ld. was in use for approximately eight 
months in the interim. 

Philatelic Magazine. 

JIPEX 
Collectors entering Specialised S.A. Exhibits have a last-minute chance of filling gaps 

in the following countries, of all of which selections are available:-
NEW REPUBLIC-used and unused; PIETERSBURG-very nice range of the errors; 
GRIQUALAND-types of "G "; O.F.S.-errors and varieties; CAPJP '-!-'RlANGU_LARS 
-in finest po-.ssible condition- UNION and S.W.A.-errors and varieties of a11 issues, 
including Postages, Officials, Airs, and Dues. Plate numbers and Controls, Sheet 

Corner sets, Arrow sets, etc., etc. 
AT MY USUAL REASONABLE PRICES. 

As I intend spending the "Jipex" fortnight in Johannesburg, clients 
residing on or near the Rand are invited to make appointments, now. 

A. LICHTENSTEIN; B.P.A. 
P.O. Box 76, Rouxville, 0.F.S. 
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i:::~w Issue Chronicle 
Kindly supplied by Mr. R. Roberts 

450 Strand, London. 
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ALGERIA.-lOth Anniversary Commemor
atives. Line engraved, large oblong pic
torial designs. 10c. green, Algeria Admir
alty· 15c. red, Touggourt-Marabout; 25c. 
mau~e Mosque el Kebir; 40c. sepia, Toug
gourt-Marabout; 50c. vermilion, Algeria ~'\d
miralty; lf.00c. brown, Mosque el Keb1r; 
lf .50c. pale blue, Colomb Bechar-Oued; 
lf.75c. terracotta, Ghardaia-Mzab; l0fr. 
terra cotta, Colomb Becher-Oued (upright) ; 
20fr. brt. turquoise, Touggourt-Marabout 
(transverse). 

ANTLGUA.-New shade, more bluish green, 
S.G. '76, ls. 

AUSTRALIA.-Centenary of S. Australia 
Commemorative. Line engraved. \Vmk. 
multiple C of A and crown, perf. lH. Large 
transverse oblong format, pictorial design 
showing Proclamation Tree at Glenelg in 
the foreground, in the background Adelaide 
in 1886 and in the present time-about 11.15 
according to the clock cm the tower! ! 2d. 
red, 3d. blue, ls. green. 

AUSTRIA.-Line engraved, a handsome por-
trait of the late Dr. Dolfus, no wmk., perf. 
12½. 10 Sch. blue. 

BELGIUM.-Parcel Post st.amps overprinted 
in two lines "BAGAGES-REISGOED." 
1 0c. vermilion, 20c. turquoise, 30c. lilac, 40c. 
olive, 50c. mauve, 60c. orange, 70c. brown, 
80c. violet, 90c. slate, S~G. type 123. lfr. 
ultramarine, S.G. type 124. 2fr. olive, 3fr. 
vermilion, 4fr. rose, 5fr. purple, S.G. type 
124. 5fr. red purple, line engraved, S.G. type 
131. 6fr. pale brn. 7fr. pale orange, 8fr. 
brown, 9fr. lilac, lOfr. blue gm., 20fr. pink, 
30fr. turquoise, 40fr. slate, 50fr. yellow 
bistre, S.G. 124. 

BRAZIL.-Centenary of Carlos Gomes, large 
format stamps on thick laid paper, with 
watermark large arms type. It is a novel 
design of a frame like a tea-tray with nine 
bars of music in the centre, called "IL 
GUARANY." 700r. pale blue. Judiciario 
Congress. Surface printed on thin wove 
paper, wmk. Southern Cross S.G. type 114. 
300r. rose. 

BULGARIA.-New set, Commemorative of 
the 4th Slav. Geographical and Ethno
graphical Congress at Sofia, August, 1936. 
Photogravure printing on thin highly sur
faced paper. Perf. lH. lL. purple, 2L. 
bright ultramarine, 7L. deep blue. New 
numeral in oval type. 15st. bright emerald. 

CHILE.-Air Mail, definitive type. Perf. 13Q 
x 14 mm., multiple wmk., line engraved. 20c. 
deep blue, 50c. brown. 

COOK IS.-N ew Zealand overprinted "COOK 
ISLANDS" instead of "RAROTON.GA" 
Chalky Cowan paper, old registered wmk. 

N Z and star, perf. 14. 2s. blue, K.G. Ad
miral, black surcharge; 2s. 6d. sepia, Ar-ms, 
black surcharge; 3s. violet, K.G. Admiral, 
black surcharge; 5s. green, Arms, red sur
charge; 10s. claret, Arms, black surcharge; 
£1 pink, Arms, black surcharge. 

CURACAO.-1936. The values lc.-5c. are new 
design large double lined figures in vertical 
oval 21 x 25 mm. Offset lithct. No wmk., 
perf. 13½ x 12~, comb machine. The higher 
values 6c.-2Gl.50 are Queen's head type en
graved S.G. type 40 of Suriname. No wmk., 
perf. 12½ line (except 50c., lG.50, 2G.50 
which are 13 x 14 line). le. black, 1 k. brt. 
ultra., 2c. orange, 2k. green, 5c. scarlet, 6c. 
lilac, 10c. orange red, 12k. sea green, 15c. 
grey blue, 20c. orange yellow, 21c. grey, 
25c. claret, 27k. brown purple, 30c. olive 
bistre, 50c. reseda gree .. 1, 1G.50c. sepia, 
2G.50c. mauve. 

CZE,CHO-SLOVAKIA.-Child Welfare. Large 
format 26½ x 33 mm., no wmk., pcrf. 12~. 
Line engraved. 501.+501. blue green, lKr. ---j 
501. dull claret, 2Kr.+50l. blue. Commem
orative portraits. Perf. 12½. Line engraved 
rotary printing. 40h. blue, Portrait of Ko
mensky, 50h. dull green, Portrait of Benes. 

DANZIG.-125th Anniversary of ti1e plague 
of Brosen, wmk. S.,G. type A, perf. 14. lOp. 
green, 25p. red, 40p. blue. 

DENMARK.-Commemorating 400th anrn
versary of the Church Reformation in Den
mark. Line engraved, perf. 13, no wmk. 
Design, portrait of Hans Tavsen. 1 Oo. pale 
brown, 150. rose. There are two more values 
to follow. Post Ferry (Parcel Post) over
printed "POSTF AERGE" in black. 106. 
scarlet (3); orange, S.G. type 43. 150. scar
let (3); 300. blue (5); 400. yel. grn. (7); 
S.G. type 44. 500. grey (8); lKr. brown 
1/2) S.G. type 45. 

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC.-Issued to com
memorate the subject of the design: The Av
enue George Washington-Cuidad Trujillo. 
Lithographed, perf. 11½ x 12. k. brown, ~c. 
carmine and brown, 3c. orange and brown, 
7 c. blue and brown. 

ECUADOR.-Compulsory provisional. S.G. 
457 additionally overprinted in red "CASA 
de Correos y Teleg. de Guayaquil" perf. 12. 
2c. green. Bicentenary of Franco-Spanish 
Geodesical Mission, single lme perf. 12t. 
Postage: 2c. deep blue, 5c. green, 10c. orange 
yel., 20c., violet, 50c. red, Air Mail: 10c. deep 
blue, 20c. violet, 50c. red, 70c. grey blk. Stamp 
Duty Tax overprinted in antique Roman 
capitals "POSTAL." le. rose. Same stamp 
overprinted "SEGURO SOCIAL DEL 
CAMPESINO 3 ctvs." 20c. blue and orange. 
Large type, Centenary of the foundation of 
the Republic, overprinted in black in three 
lines "Casa de Correos y Telegrafos de 
Guayaquil." Social Seal type overprinted 
in black in four lines "5 Centavos Dect. 
Junio 13 de 1936." 5c./3c. blue. Darwin 
issue, De la Rue printing overprinted ''OF
FICIAL" in black, thick Roman capitals. 
5c. sage green, 10c. brown, 20c. purple, 1 
Sucre dp. red, 2 Sucre dp. blue. 
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E STONIA.-St. Brigitta 500th Anniversary. 
Printed on Security paper, network back
ground, no wmk. perf. 13?.i comb machine. 
Various designs. 5c. green, yellow back
ground; 10c. blue, pale violet background; 
15c. red, salmon background; 25c. blue, yel. 
brown background. 

FRANCE.-Sower type, S.G. type 18, no wmk. 
perf. 13. le. pale brown. Jean Jaures Com
memorative. Engraved, no wrnk. perf. 13. 
40c. red brown, three-quarter length por
trait speaking. lf.50c. blue, head and 
shoulder portrait. Line eng. perf. 13. 20c. 
blue grn., 100th anniversary of the death of 
Rouget de Lisle. La Marsellaise, engraved, 
perforated comb machine 12~, no wmk 40c. 
brown. Air Mail, engraved, perforakd 
comb machine 12§, no wmk. The design is 
an aeroplane over Paris, surrounded by en
gine turning in deep blue on security paper, 
pink ground. 50 frs. deep blue on pink Fr. 
Pilatre de Rozier Commemorative 175L1-
1785. Design: Portrait of Rozier with his 
fire balloon hovering over Notre Dame in 
the distance. 75c. blue. Vimy Ridge Com
memorative. Line engraved, perf. 13. The 
design features the Vimy Ridge Monument 
with inscription at foot "1914 VIMY 1918" 
figure of value at each side in the centre 
of the stamp. 75c. clp. brick red; lfr.50 blue. 
Air Mail, S.G. type 78, aeroplane over Paris. 
Line engraved, perf. 13, no wmk. 50 frs. 
green. Charity. Children of the Unem
ployEd. Line engraved. Large upright for
mat. 50c.+10c. red. 

GE,RMANY.-Hamburg Congress. Photo-
gravure printing, wmk. multiple swastika, 
perf. 14. Design of youth and maiden in 
hiking kit. 6pf. dp. claret, 15pf. green. A 
stamp has been issued to provide 100,000 
mark Sweepstake prize for the Braunes 
Band. von Deutschland (hurse race). It is 
a handsome stamp printed in the centre of 
a sheet of pa per measuring 15 cm. x 10} 
cm., the stamp itself measuring 32~ x 2n 
mm. The paper is watermarked "MUN
CHEN-RIEM 1936" in margin, with swas
tika design covering the stamp only. The 
design depicts a close finish of three horses, 
the first two neck and neck, and third 
three-quarter.,; of a length behind. 42pf. 
brown, which is sold at a premium = 
lMK.50 and it is supposed a limited num
ber are issued. 

GUATEMALA.-Lake of Atitlan, perf. 12~. 
le. brown and red. This has been issued 
bisected by perforation, as k. The bisecting 
perforation is diagonally across the stamp 
from top left to bottom right corner and 
gauges 12. Rufino Barrios Commem. le. 
P.O. type overprinted in green "1871 30 DE 
JUNIO 1936" in three lines. 

GW ALIOR.-Service, muit. star wmk. in
scribed "INDI~ POSTAGE." 9 pies green, 
S.G. type India 80. la. brown S.G. type 
Indi~ 81. Service, N asik Print, S.G. type 80, 
multiple star wmk. offset printing. 9 pies, 
grey green. 

INDIA.-S.,G. type 80, letterpress printing, 
perf. 14. 9 pies green. N asik print Service. 
fa. blue green, S.G. typ2 79. 2a. vermilion, 
S.G. type 59. 

IRAN.-Photogravure printing, no wmk. perf. 
11 line machine. New portrait type of the 
Shah in militarv uniform without hat. 5D. 
purple, 10D. vieux rose, 15D. ultramarine, 
30D. yellow green, 

ITAL Y.-Poet "HORACE" Bimillenary Com
memorative. Postage: 10c. green, shec:p 
pasture; 20c. red, Spring landscape; 30c. 
brown, Ajax defying lightning; 50c. violet, 
Horace; 75c. red, building; 1L.25+1L. blue, 
same as 20c.; 1L.75c.+1L. carmine, Pan 
piping; 2L.55+1L. blue blk., dying gladi
ator. Air Mail: 25c. green, seaplane in 
flight; 50c. brown, aeroplane over lake; 60c. 
vermilion, eagle and tree; lL.+ lL. violet, 
same as 50c.; 5L.+2L. blue black, ruins of 
Forum. Milan Fair. There are two designs 
which are almost indescribable-one seems 
to be a ploughshare mixed up with a huge 
cogwheel, the other is chaos. 20c. red, 30c. 
sepia, 50c. purple, 1L.25c. blue. 

ITALIAN COLONIES.-Libia Xth Fair, na
tive woman design inscribed "DECEN
NALE FIERA CAMPIONARIA." 50c. 
purple, 1L.25c. blue. EriLrea: Native woinan 
design. AIR MAIL. lL. blue. Somalia 
Italiana: Same as Eritr-ea. lL. blue. Air 
Mail stamps. Photogravure printing in vari
ous designs. 25c. blue green; 50c. sepia, 60c. 
orange red, 75c. red brown, Ll.50 purple, 
L2 slate blue, L3 carmine, L5 dp. gr2en, 
LlO rosine. 

MACAU.-Air Mail, S.G. type 46, Portugal 
and San Gabriel, overprinted "A VIAS" a!ld 
native inscription in four lines in black. 
Perf. lH x 12. 2a. blue green, 3a. purple, 
5a./6a. brown, 7a. carmine, Sa. turquoise. 
15a. claret. 

MOROCCO AGE,NCIES.-Spanish cmTcncy 
"fi CENTIMOS" on M. photogra\-ure. 
French currency "6 FRANCS" on 5/0 re-· 
engraved. 'l'he circle of the figure "6" is 
often as not filled in with ink, and the over
print figure is not too c'rear. 

NEW ZEALAND.-Old registerc:d wrnk. wet 
printing. Hd. red brown, p. 14. 2~d. blue 
and sepia, perf. 13½ x 14. 3s. yellow brn. 
and sepia, p. 13i x 14. Pictorial, dry plate 
process, on multiple N Z and star paper. 
The plate number on the ld. appears to be 
B3, but the lower part of the number is 
cut off. It is a new plate which appears 
to be made from the deepened die though 
it does not seem to be quite so de,eply cut 
as the booklet stamp. 2½d. is plate 1; ls. 
plate Al. ld. reel, Kiwi; 2M. slate blue and 
sepia, Mt. Cook; ls. dp. green, Tui. Pic
torial dry printing new wmk. mult. N Z and 
star, p. 13!i. Ud. red brown, 9d. pale grey 
and orange red. New local printing, litho
graphed. The watermark is all over the 
sheet and in the margins. Verv white paper 
b~ight. shiny gum._ Perf. 14 x ·15. The pre
v10us issue was .1et black and bright red, 
and perf. 14 all round. 
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NICARAGUA.-Air Mail, S.G. type 111. Pic
ture of Mount Momotombo. 10c./25c. sepia, 
overprinted in three lines in red in small 
type: "Servicio Centroamericano Vale diez 
centavos." S.G. type 113, overprinted in 
three lines "Resello 1936 Vale Un Centavo" 
or "Dos Centavos." No wmk., pert. 12. The 
surcharge is in black, and the value in 
words. 1c./3c. blue, 2c./5c. sepia. 

PARAGUAY.-Air Mail. S . .G. type 127, Post 
and Telegraph Dept. Asuncion 33P. 75c. red. 
Air Mail Official. 17P. rose, S.G. type 130, 
Tobacco ieaf, 102P. blue, 102P. rose, S.G. 
type 132. Air Mail, new colours. 40c. ver
milion, S.G. type 115; lP. dp. blue, 2P. dp. 
brown, 3P. pale ultramarine, 6P. violet, all 
S.G. type 110. 

PA TIALA.-Service N asik print mscribed 
"INDIA POSTAGE." fa. green, la. dark 
brown. 

PORTUGAL.-Geographical. Blue and red, 
without lined background; blue and red, 
without words "POR MARES NUNCA 
D'ANTES NAVE.GADES. Red Cross: 
Cameos set overprinted in carmine with 
words "CRUZ VERMELHA PORTU
GUESA" in semi-circle, red cross and date 
"1936" in centre, across the foot of seml
circle "Porte Franco." 30c. brown, 32c. 
green, 80c. yellow brown, 1E.20 brown, 3E. 
blue on blue, 4E.50 black on yellow. 

ST. LUCIA.-1936 Pictorial. Issued in Coils 
vertically with join every tenth stamp, de
livered bottom end first. Perf. 13 x lH. M. 
green and black, vertical pair; ld. sepia and 
black. 

STRAITS SETTLEMENTS.-Further values 
4c. orange (2); 10c. purple ( 4) ; $1 carmine 
and blk./blue ( 3s.). Postage Dues, Kenya 
type D I inscribed "MALAY AN POSTAL 
UNION." Same size as previously, typo
graphed, script wmk. perf. 14. Outside 
frame in colour, consisting of thick single 
coextensive line round the she2t. N cw 
values: 8c. red ( 3d.) ; 10c. orange buff ( 4). 

SWEDEN.-New colours. King Gustav, S.G. 
type 24, imperf. x perf 10. 150. brown, 206. 
red, 250. orange, 300. blue. 

SYRIA.-Damascus Fair, current set over
printed in Arabic and English characters in 
three lines. Arabic at top "Darnascu~ 
Fair" date "1936" in centre, also in Arabic, 
and below in semi-circle "FOIRE, DE 
DAMAS" in small block capitals. 0P.60 
violet, red surch.; 1P. pale brn., blk. surch.; 
2P. purple, red surch.; 3P. yel. grn., blk. 
surch.; 4P. orange, blk. surch.; 4P.50 car
mine, blk surch.; 6P. slate blk., red surch.; 
7P.50 blue, red surch.; 10P. brown, blk. 
surch. Current Air Mail stamps overprinted 
in Arabic at top of stamp, in the centre tlw 
date "1936" and in Arabic, and underneath 
in curve "FOIRE DE DAMAS." 0P.50 
sepia, surcharge in red; lP. orange brown. 
surcharge in black; 2P. blue, surcharge in 
red; 3P. blue green, surcharge in red: 5P. 
mauve, surcharge in black. 

TURKEY.-S.G. type 113, typographed, p. 
lU x 12. 8K. bright blue. Child Welfare 

Gemini type, overprinted with red fivn 
pointed star and "P.Y.S." in black Roman 
capitals. Typographed. 20 para purple, perf. 
11. 1 pi bistre, 3K./2~ pi dp. brown. both 
perf. 14. 

URUGU A Y.-Offset litho. no wmk. p2rf. 11. 
Artigas small type S.G. 128 20c. pale clar2t, 
50c. pale grey blue; Artigas large type S.G. 
132 1P. brown, 2P. pale blue, 3P. grey. Al
cance and Ultima Hora Official "Too Late'' 
stamps of Uruguay. Engraved no wmk. 
perf. 11, the design shows two boats almost 
in contact. 3c. yellow green, 5c. purple, 6c. 
blue grn., 7c. pale brn., 8c. carmine, 12c. 
blue. 

U.S.A.-Arkansas Centennial Commemoration 
Rotary press, large oblong format 40 x 25 
mm. 3c. violet. Oregon Commemorative. 
Large transverse oblong, no wmk. line per£. 
11 x 10~. 3c. purple, Map etc., design. 

VATICAN CITY.-Catholic Press Conference 
Commem. 5c. dp. grn., doves and bell; lOc. 
blk., bible and altar; 25c. grn., St. John 
of Bosco; 50c. violet, as 5c.; 75c. rose, as 
10c.; 80c .. red brn., as 25c.; 1L.25c. blue, 
St. Francis of Sales; 5L. sepia, as 1L.25c. 

EARLY CAPE NEW SP APER STAMPS. 

Mr. L. H. Rivers, of Caledon has forwarded 
for inspection three of these stamps ,vith the 
story that they were given him about ten 
years ago by an old gentleman who although 
not a philatelist, was a very kno,~·Iedgeable 
person on antiquities and a recognized author
ity on South African coins and Bushman 
re_lics. The old gentleman's statement to Mr. 
Rivers was that "these were postage stamps 
used on newspapers before I was born." The 
statement is given for what it is worth. 

Two of t~e three stamps are pennys of the 
re-drawn die, referred to in last month's 
issue, one being stuck ou to what 
is apparently a piece of pink coloured news
paper. The other is not on piece. 

T,he thi_r~ is similar in design and colour 
~o that ongmally described by Mr. Power, but 
is of value One H~lfpenny, This would ap
pear to be as descnbed last month as having 
i)een used on Supplements of the Graham'.'5 
Town Journal in 1840. 

The fir?I that supplies the stamps others cannot. 
Our prices are reasonable, though in some cases 
not so low as quotations elsewhere, but we can 
fill most requirements. We aim to be able to 
SUP11ly 

ANY STAMP OF ANY COUNTRY 
(except recent issues) 

8:nd can generally offer most stamps of a want 
lu;;t, however difficult. Prices average half cata
logue. Let us know your requirements. We 
never worry with unwanted selections. 

1936 Price List of British Colonial Stamps. 
100 Pages . . . Price One Shilling. 

(Refunded against purchases.) 
B & K Special Offers - free on request. 

BRIDGER & KAY, LTD. 
170 STRAND LONDON, W.C.2. 
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Once again a new season's catarogues are 
upon us. The first to reach us was WHIT
FIELD KING'S Standard CataZogu~ ~f the 
Postage Stamps of the vVorld. This is the 
thirty-sixth annual edition of this popular 
work. Last year it was remodelled and en
larged in format. _That the change was a 
popular one was evidenced by th~ ~act that 
a reprinting was called_ for withi_n three 
months and that the reprmt was entirely ab-
sorbed. . 

1
. 

This_year's edition is on the sam: mes ~s 
the previous, but naturally wrth t11e yea~ s 
new stamps, 1,380 of them, included and with 
price revisions . . . O' 

An improvement, which mc~dent~lly we su~ -
gested in our last year's review, 1s thE; addi
tion of an index. Although th_e cou~tries are 
dealt with alphabetically, the mdex 1s a con
siderable help in finding some of the less~r 
known stamp issuing territories. '.1'here 1s 
only one newcomer Bijawar (an Indian feud
atory state) but t~~e Hej1:lz-Nejd has changed 
its name to Saudi Arabia. . . 

It should be made clear that this 1s essen
tially a catalogue for the ~eneral co~le~to;. 
It makes no pretence at bemg a spec1ahst s 
catalogue. All necessary informat~on abo_ut 
watermarks are given, but perforat1_on va~ie
ties shades and minor differences m design 
are' not listed. The publishers make it clear, 
however that they cater for collectors of these 
varietie; and enquiries regarding them are 
invited. 

Next came the Regent Catalogue ?f Empire 
Postage Stamps. This is now in its fourth 
year is edited by Robson Lowe and has a use-
ful preface by Fred J. Melvi~le. . 

The special feature of this catalogue 1s 
well known now; the prices given in it are an 
honest attempt at giving actual market valu_es. 
As Mr. Melville says in his preface, the pl~mt 
against catalogues of yore was that the prices 
were little or no guide to value. Catalogue 
pricers of old were ready ei:ough to raise 
figures a few pegs when occas10n offered but 
they were very reluctant ever to lower them. 
The result was that stamps not in much de
mand remained for years stationary as to 
"catalogue price" when their market value had 
dropped far below. The "l~egenty' reflects 
both ebb and flow of real, i.e., market, values. 

This year the prices are italici~ed _of tho~e 
stamps likely to alter frequently m either di
rection. All the Jubilees and most current 
commemoratives fall into this cate~'2::-:· 

Over 12,000 prices are said to have been al
tered in the proportion of 14 upward to 1 
downZvard. Two thousand eight hundred fresh 
annotations have been made by the specialist 
contributors to the Proofs and Essays section. 

A very convenient Appendix gives a cata
logue of stamps issued by fo1·eign adminis
trations in countries that are or were at any 
time after 1840 under British administration 
-Egypt, Z.A.R., etc., etc. 

The catalogue continues to give valuations 
for Essays, Proofs, Blocks, Specimens and 
Covers. 

Several E,nglish and at least one American 
Insurance Company are stated now to be using 
this catalogue as the basis for their assess
ments for insurance and claims. It would ap
pear therefore to be coming into its own in its 
policy of giving real market value prices and 
collectors are under a debt of gratitude to Mr. 
Robson Lowe for continuing with what was 
regarded by many as a quixotic idea. 

Messrs. Stanley ,Gibbons Catalogues-both 
the "large" and the "simplified"-reached us 
too late for notice this month. They will be 
reviewed in our next number. 

THE SOUTH AUSTRALIAN CENTENARY 
STAMP. 

This stamp, with the Glenelg Procla:mation 
Tree (and many other things) does not ap
pear to have been too kindly received in Aus
tralia. The philatelic press describes it "as ·;:on 
crowded to be pleasing" but that is kindly 
criticism compared with the lay press. A 
Stellenbosch correspondent sends us several 
cuttings from Australian papers. One of these 
quotes the Director of the Adelaide Art .Gal
lery, who describes the stamp as being "Like 
a jam label." Another paper says "The only 
thing that has been forgotten is a picture of 
Don Bradman." 

COLLECTORS' WANTS 
AND OFFERS 

(Twopence per word per insertion with 
minimum of 2/- per insertion). 

Swaziland. - Unusual items, covers, 
Transvaal and other stamps used in 
Swaziland (vide postmarks) required 
by 

A. E. Basden, P.O. Box 238, Pretoria. 

"Specimen Stamps.''-Great Britain, 
British Colonial and Foreign wanted. 

Saul A. Klagsbrun, P.O. Box 846, Pre·· 
toria. 

Orange Free State.-Approval selections 
wanted. Must be fine, well-centred 
copies. 

William Redford, Box 7012, Johannes
burg. 
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JOHANNESBURG 
INTERNATIONAL 

PHILATELIC 

EXHIBITION 
NOVEMBER 2··14, 1936 

in conjunction with 

THE 
EMPIRE 

BRITISH 

EXHIBITION 
in the Exhibition Grounds 

Under the auspices of the 

PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF JOHANNESBURG 

• 
Curle's " Transvaals," Riesco's " Capes," Lichtenstein's "Mauritius," and many 

other of the leading collections of the world. 

Open Daily ( except Sunday), 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. 

Admission, 1/-. Children under 16, 6d. 

There will be a special entrance to the Philatelic Exhibition only, through the 

entrance opposite the Welcome Club Motor Park, for those desirous of visiting 
the Philatelic Exhibition only. 

The special Philatelic Exhibition Postage Stamps, issued to commemorate the 

Johannesburg International Philatelic Exhibition, and the Official Philatelic 

Exhibition Envelopes, will be on sale from November 2nd to November 14th, at 
the official stall in the Philatelic Exhibition. 

Enquiries to:-

THE HON. SECRETARY, EXHIBITION COMMITTEE, 

P.O. BOX 4967, JOHANNESBURG. 

155 

 Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022 



156 THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST October, 193i"L 

THE FIRST KING EDWARD VIII. 
STAMPS. ' 

Great secrecy was maintained by the Post 
Office about the issue of the new British King 
Edward VIII. postage stamps. The first news 
that anything was afoot \Vas contained in a 
message sent to the press on the morning of 
\V cdnesday, August 2G, saying: that a t 5 
o'clock that evening Sir \Valter \Vomersley, 
the Assistant Postmaster General w ould make 
a statement regarding the new British postage 
stamps. Up to this time the only announce
ment that the Post Office had made \vas that 
the new postage stamps would be on saln. ''be
fore the end of the year." In the King George 
V. Hall at the G.P.0. the Assistant Post
master General made the following st a t e 
ment:-

"On Tuesday next, 1st September, the first 
issue of King Edward VIII. stamps will be on 
sale to the public at all Post Offices. The 
stamps on s.ale will, in the first instance, be 
the ~d., Hd., and 2~d. denominations and dur
ing the week ending Saturday, the 5th Sep
tember, the new stamps will be supplied as a 
matter of course. After that date, they will 
he supplied only if specially asked for, until 
the stocks of King George V. stamps in hand 
are exhausted. A ld. stamp of the same de
sign will be placed on sale very shortly. The 
head is reproduced from a photograph of the 
King taken by Hugh Cecil Portraits, Ltd. The 
stamps have been produced on rotary presses 
by the same photogravure process as has been 
employed since August, 1934. The paper is of 
the usual quality but watermarked with the 
new royal cipher, i.e., E 8 R and Crown. The 
new stamps will be overprinted for sale at 
British Post Offices in Morocco." 

Complete sheets of the new postage stamps 
were shown to the press, and photographers 
were allowed to photograph them. Permission 
to take the stamps away was however refused. 

From The Stamp Magazine. 
We also reproduce below the editorial com

ment of the London Times, which is interest
ing as a non-philatelic opinion on the new 
stamps. Probably it is fairly representative 
of the general public view. We can imagine 
the ordinary small user of revenue stamps 
feeling aggrieved, however, if he has to pur
chase separate stamps for receipting his ac
counts. 

"The fundamental simplicity of the postage 
stamps of the new reign is an immense gain. 
For the first time for many years the country 
is given a stamp which explains itself and its 
purpose without any irrelevant or distracting 
detail; not even Queen Victoria's ea:di ~st 
stamps, simple .as they were, were quite so 
free from otiose ornament. The King's head, 
his Crown, the price (in figures) of the stamp, 
and the word "postage" (without "revenue") 
express exactly what the stamps are for, ·what 
they are worth, and from whose realm they 
issue; nothing could be more concise or more 
befitting the country which gave the first 
postage stamps to the world. Then as now 
there was no need for .anything more, a11d a 
comparison of these new stamps with those 
of King George and still more those of King 
Edward VIL should leave no doubt ·where the 
superiority lies. In their clear-cut directness 
the new designs are true to the spirit of 
the age and are the more characteristic of 
the King whom they depict. 

In size and in colour the stamps will be as 
before; but this is the first time that the 
Sovereign's he.ad has been reproduced 
directly from a photograph. As such it is a 
faithful presentment, as it ought to be ; a r. tl 
on the stamps themselves the shading of part 
of the background contributes not a little to 
its effectiveness. But ho,,.,ever good t he por
trait of the King, it could have been easily 
marred or dwarfed by a continuance of the 
traditional decoration which has now been 
swept away; so that the dominant impression 
created by the new stamps is likely to bf' one 
of admiration and gratitude for the plain 
background and the austerity, but complete 
sufficiency, of the symbols upon it. By one 
resolute blot of the sponge a bad custom hns 
been brought to an end; and because there is 
now no petty detail, there will be no :nee<l 
for submitting these stamps, tentative as the 
Postmaster-General too modestly announces 
them to be, too small but more or less :ineffec
tive r evisions. Indeed th eir apparent -irn
perviousness to tinkering alterations points to 
a thoroughly well-thought-out design and to 
its harmonious adaptation to the process of 
printing." 

Really first-day covers will have to be ob
tained from the Shetland Isles, ,vhere the 

(Continued at foot of nex t page)· 
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Index of Contemporary Articles 

Most of the papers indexed are available 
for readers to borrow, but will they please 
send stamps to cover postage of anything 
they desire to have on loan? 

LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS. 

American Philatelist . . . . . . . . . . . . A.P. 
Anrw,les de Philatelie (Les) . . . . . . Ann.P. 
Air Post Journal . . . . . . . . . . . . A.P.J. 
Australian Stamp Journal . . . . . . . . A. S.J. 
Australian Stamp Monthly . . . . . . A.S.M. 
British Philatelist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . B.P. 
Collectors' Club Philatelist . . . . . . . . C.C.P. 
Exchangiste Universe[ (L') . . . . . . . . E.U. 
Gibbons' Stamp Monthly . . . . . . . . G.S.M. 
Godden's Gazette . . . . . . . . . . . . . . G.G. 
Linn's Weekly Stamp News . . . . . . . . L.W. 
London Philatelist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . L.P. 
Mekeel's Weekly Stamp News . . . . . . M.W. 
Philatelist (Rotte,rdam) . . . . . . . . . . Ph. 
Philatelic Journal of Great Britain P.J.G.B. 
Philateliste Belge . . . . . . . . . . . . . . P.B. 
Philatelic Magazine . . . . . . . . . . . . P.M. 
Postmarke (Die) . . . . . . . . . . . . Pmk. 
Revue Postale (La) . . . . . . . . . . . . Rev.P. 
Scott's Monthly Journal . . . . . . . . S.M.J. 
Sieger-Post . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . S.P. 
Stamps (New York) . . . . . . . . . . . . S. 
Stamps and Cover Collecting . . . . . . S.C.C. 
Stamp Collecting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . S.C. 
Stamp Collectors' Fortnightly S.C.F. 
Stamp Lover . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . S.L. 
St.amp Maga.zine S.M. 

ALBANIA.-Albanien und seine Briefmarken. 
S.P. July-Aug. 

AUSTRALIA.-The first issue of the Aus
tralian Commonwealth, 1913 ( contd.) S.L. 
Aug.-Sept. 

ACSTRIA.-Die Zeitungsmarke der Ausgabe 
1867 von Oesterreich und U ngarn. Pmk. 
July 31. Die Bedeutung der Oesterreichis
chen Levanteposten. S.P. July-Aug. Die 
Telegraphenwertzeichen Oesterreichs ( con
tinued). Pmk. August 21. 

RA VARIA.-Schiffspost auf dem Wiirm
und Ammersee in Bayern. Pmk. July 31. 

BELGIUM.-N os premiers timbres typo
graphies (concl.). P.B. July-Aug. Contri
bution a l'etude des obliterations belgEs 
(contd.). P.B. July-Aug. 

CANADA.-The Dominion issues of Canada. 
S.C. Aug. 29. 

CHILE.-The issues of 1897-1900. G.S.M. Aug. 
Commemorative stamps. S.C. Aug. 15. 

CZECHO-SLOV AKIA.-Die postmarken d::ff 
Tschechoslowakei (contd.). Pmk. Aug. 31. 

EGYPT.-Forgeries of the official stamps of 
Egypt. P.M. Aug. 21. 

ETHIOPIA.-Ethiopian Mail. M.W. Aug. 10. 
GERMANY.-Was sind Kolonialvorlauefer? 

(contd.). S.P. July-Aug. 

GREAT BRITAIN.-The stamps of the Cir
cular Delivery Companies. B.P. Julv Re
gistration labels. B.P. July. Notes on the line 
engraved stamps (contd.) B.P. June and 
July. Penny plate numbers (contd.) B.P. 
May and June. One Penny, Plate 27, the 
historic Proof Sheet. B.P. May. A three
farthings mystery. B.P. June. British Rail
way letter stamps, S.C. Aug. 22. Victorian 
surface-printed issues-6d. value. .G.S.M. 
Sept. 

HAMBURG.-Hamburg's first stamp. M.W. 
July 27. 

HOLLAND.-Aanvullingen op de Poststempels 
van Nederland. Ph. Aug. 

IRISH FREE STATE.-Meter Postage stamps. 
P.M. Aug. 7. 

JAPAN.-Japan's Park stamps. S.C.F. Aug. 1 
and L.W. Aug. 8. 

KENYA.-The Jubilee stamps of Kenya, 
Uganda and Tanganyika. S.L. Aug.-Sept. 

LAGOS.-The Posts and Postage stamps of 
Lagos (contd.). S.C. Aug. 15 and 29. 

MANCHURIA.-Postage stamps of Man
churia. S.M.J. Aug. 

NEW ZEALAND.-Special issue of New Zea
land stamps. A.S.M. Aug. 

PANAMA.-The 1909-10 Canal Zone issue S. 
Aug. 1. 

PERSIA.-The provisional issues of 1919, 
1924 and 1925. P.J.G.B. Aug. 

QUEENSLAND.-The stamps of Queensland, 
1882-1895 (contd.). A.S.M. Aug. 

ROUMANIA.-Beitrlige zur Geschichte der 
rumanischen Post, etc. (contd.). The postage 
stamps of Roumania (contd.). P.J.G.B. Aug. 
Pmk July 31. Les timbres des Principautes 
danubiennes et de la Roumanie (,contd.) P.B. 
July-Aug. 

RHODESIA.-The postmarks of Bulawayo. 
G.S.M. Sept. 

SARAWAK.-The stamps and post offices of 
Sarawak (contd.). S.L. Aug.-Sept. 

SOUTH AFRICA.-Grahamstown "stamp" de
bunked. S.C. Sept. 5. 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.-A new Die 
discovery. 2c of 1922. S.C.F. Aug. 1. Susan 
Brownwell Anthony. L.W. July 25. Bureau 
imprints, Plate numbers and other marginal 
markings. P.M. Aug. 21. 

MISCELLANEOUS.-Notes on the China Ex
peditionary Force of 1900. P.M. Aug. 7. J. 
F. Joubert de la Ferte, Engraver (concl.). 
G.S.M. Aug. The 3rd International Philatel
ic Exhibition, New York. L.P. July. Die 
britischen Silberjubilaumsmarken. S.P. July
Aug. Stamp Collecting: An elementary 
school activity plan. S. Aug. 8. Stamps for 
national aviation funds. A.P. July. Jubilee 
varieties in the Cook Is., Nieue and Samoa. 
A.S.J. Aug. Royal Mail Steam Packet Com
pany: Notes on its solitary stamp. P.J.G.B. 
Aug. Forgeries. S.M. Sept. 

stamps were on sale at 9.30 a.m. on 31st Aug
ust, in time to catch the tri-weekly mail on 
that day, (From a letter in The Spectator). 
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RHODESIA 1896 ONE PENNY ON 4s. 
A discussion arose at a recent display of 

Rhodesian stamps by Mr. Walter Hyde at the 
Royal Philatelic Society about one variety of 
the 1896 One Penny on 4s., the so-called 
Matabeleland surcharge. 

We reprint the following from the London 
Philatelist, in the hope that some of our 
readers may be able to throw light on the 
problem raised: 

The variety in question is that of the One 
Penny on 4s. with one bar instead of three 
bars. Mr. John Reed, who offered to explain 
its origin, stated that they started by over
printing them with one bar but, because this 
failed to cancel the original value in an ade
quate manner, they later printed them with 
three bars. This explanation is, howev2r, 
open to doubt owing to the fact that there 
exist blocks which show the three bars and the 
one bar on successive horizontal rows, which 
could not be explained by Mr. Reed's theory. 
On this being pointed out to him, he stated 
that the one bar varieties occurring upon the 
setting with three bars were made intention
ally as speculative varieties similarly to the 
inverted letters which appear on this pro
visional and on the "THREE PENCE'' sur
charge. 

We must for the moment disregard these 
other varieties which may very well be of a 
speculative order, but we doubt whether the 
one bar varieties are speculative, because 
they were not known as varieties during the 
first ten years of the provisional's life, dur
ing which time any possible profit would pre
sumably have been cashed. In fact it was not 
until after Mr. Melland's articles in the So
ciety's journal of 1908 that this particular 
variety received catalogue rank. 

Another puzzling feature of the variety is 
the varying distance at which the single bar 
appears below the surcharge "One Penny." 
The varieties are by no means common, and 
one would expect that the varying distances 
of the bar from the letters would be evidence 
of horizontal rows with these measurements. 
The single bar varieties are, however, too 
scarce to support the contention that there 
is more than one whole row on the sheet 
with the single bar. 

Mr. Dann suggested that, if the three-bar 
surcharge lost its correct level, one could get 
only one of the bars printing, and that the 
distance between the "One Penny" and the bar 
would depend on which of the three bars was 
at the correct printing level. There may be 
something in Mr. Dann's suggestion, but, as 
none of the explanations in connection with 
these stamps quite carries conviction, possibly 
some specialist who has additional materia1 
could solve the problem. 

The Expert Committee in one of their peri
odical advertisements for help, made applica
tion for assistance about this variety, but as 
no one could then give any help we have 
thought it worth while to bring the point 
more particularly to the notice of collector.;, 
by means of this short resume of the position. 

SPECIAL NEW ZEALAND COMMEMOR
ATIVES. 

This month there is meeting in Wellington 
the Federation of Chambers o:r Commerce of 
the British Empire. 

A set of five special stamps will be issued 
in connection with this meeting. They will 
be on sale from October 1 to October 31 only. 

The size of the stamps, which are to be 
printed by the Australian Commonwealth 
Stamp Printing Branch, will be identical with 
that of the N.Z. Jubilees. 

The subjects of the designs will relate to 
the industries and commerce of New Zealand. 
On the ~d. wool shearing and cartage will he 
featured: the ld. illustrates a dairy factory; 
the 2½d. a flock of sheep; the 4d. will typify 
the fruit-growing industry and the 6d. will 
show a wharf and shipping scene. 

LESLIE G. POOLE. 
Our Australian correspondent. 

JAMAICA STAMPS OVERPRINTED 
"CAYMAN ISLANDS." 

The Jamaica Philatelist ha::,. an interesting 
article by Mr. A. J. Watkin on certain Jamai
can stamps which would appear to have been 
overprinted in 1890 or 1891 for use in the 
Cayman Is. They were never issu·ed for use, 
however, and were supposed to have been all 
destroyed. Three such stamps are here de
scribed. One has the overprint done in an un
identified type, the other two have been done 
with the same type as was used for the sur
charging of the provisional 2 M.. on 4d. J a
maica and the "thin" OFFICIAL overprint on 
the ½d stamp. One of these two stamps has 
a Richmond (Jamaica) postmark which has 
probably been applied by complaisance. It is 
concluded that the overprints of the pair are 
genuine and that the third, of a different type, 
is forged. 

Mr. S. A. Brown, F.R.P.S., the North Lon
don Manager of the Ocean Accident Insurance 
Co., is to be a visitor at JIPEX. Part of his 
collection of Newfoundland is to be on show 
there in Part I.: "Exhibits by invitation." He 
gave a paper on Newfoundland at the Royal 
Philatelic Society last year and we understand 
his collection formed the basis for a catalogue 
revision of this country. 

Mr. Brown is a man of many interests, be
ing an entomologist of repute, a keen Alpine 
gardener and of high rank in Freemasonry. 

"KLEIN TO SOUTH AFRICA." 
According to the New York T.ribune and 

Stamp and Cover Collecting, Eugene Klein, 
President of the American Philatelic Society 
and U.S. Commissioner for JIPEX, is leaving 
for Johannesburg after the Omaha Convention 
of the A.P.S. -

Rumour is, once again, a lying jade. Mr. 
Klein had hoped to visit JIPEX, but unfor
tunately finds that he is unable to spare the 
time. Quite a number of collections obtained 
through his energy will be there however. 
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------------. . .. --... •ir. 
ociety News 

------■---- ■■■------- ■■■■------

EAST RAND PHILATELIC SOCIETY. 
Preside,nt, C. Larsen; Hon. Sec., J. Doyle. 

Meetings, 1st Thursdays, Transvaal Hotel. 
Boksburg. 

The annual general meeting of the East 
Rand Society was held on the 3rd September, 
in the Transvaal Hotel, Boksburg. 

The outgoing Chairman read his address, 
laying particular stress on the keenness in the 
hobby and the ever-ready assistance by all 
members, to the President, in making the meet
ings of an interesting nature, by their display 
of material. 

The outgoing President, Mr. Larsen, and the 
Secretary, Mr. Doyle, were unanimously re
elected for the ensuing year with Mr. Wood 
as Vice-President. 

After the usual proceedings items of inter
est were displayed by Mr. Hinko Suklje con
sisting of a collection of Imperial Press Con
ference Covers and a set of First Day Covers 
of the opening of the Vimy Ridge Memorial, 
South Australian Centenary, Arkansas Cen
tennial and Oregon Centennial. 

The display of the evening was provided by 
Mr. Bauscher, who showed his collection of 
Gambia stamps. 

After a very pleasant evening, the meeting 
closed. 

H.S. 

PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF NATAL. 
President, H. de Terrasson; Hon. Secretwry, 

Mrs. Reed, Box 588, Durban. Meetings, 1st 
Wednesdays, Durban Publicity Bureau. 

The usual monthly general meeting was held 
on September 2 in the lounge of the Durban 
Publicity Bureau and was very well attended. 
Among the visitors we were very pleased to 

. welcome Mr. A. "\Vatson of Pretoria. 
The display was provided by Mr. J. R. 

Simpson who showed us his stamps of St. 
Vincent and read a short paper about "The 
Gem of West Indies" which happens to be 
the land of his birth. Mr. Simpson visited 
the West Indies last year at the t1me of the 
Jubilee celebrations and was. astonished to see 
the loyalty and devotion to\\urds our late de
parted sovereign in that small corner of his 
dominions, and of course has covers with the 
post mark of the jubilee date, among his 
splendid collection of the stamps that he ex
hibited. 

A small special committee of the Society 
consisting of Messrs. Percy C. Bishop ( Chair
man), V. B. Crockett, A. H. Lovejoy, J. P. 
Malan, L. Petiet, and R. G. Webb with the 
President and Secretary ex officio, has been 
very busy for some months past compiling a 
handbook entitled The Postage Stamps of the 

Union of South Africa: A Collector's Guide 
to Varieties and Values." The general editor 
is Mr. Percy C. Bishop and he has spared no 
effort in making the book as complete as 
possible so far as varieties are concerned. Also 
the book contains all the available information 
about the Jubilee issues. In this Mr. Bishop 
has had the co-operation of all members who 
have specialised collections of Union stamps. 

This publication is the result of a general 
desire of members, unanimously expressed at 
a large meeting of the society. 

G.R. 

JOHANNESBURG. 
President, J. H. Harvey Pirie; Hon. Secre

tary, F. E. Ingham, Box 4967. Meetings, 2nd 
Tuesdays, Carlton Hotel, 7.45 p.m. 

At the September meeting Mr. Redford 
gave particulars regarding the special Phila
telic Exhibition Stamps. 

Dr. Harvey Pirie, the Chairman, called for 
volunteers to assist assembling the stamp ex
hibits on Saturday, October 31, and Sunday, 
November 1, and hoped all members would 
make an earnest endeavour to be present at 
the Exhibition Halls on these two days. 

The membership of the Society was in
creased by 5 new members being elected and 
a further 5 names were put down for nom
ination. 

Mr. Basden, the President of the Pretoria 
Society, then took the chair as his Society had 
kindly consented to entertain us. Excellent 
exhibits were shown which included some very 
fine specimens of Belgian Congo by Mr. 
Mummery and some very rare items of Euro
pean odds and ends by Dr. Broughton, Mr. 
Klagsbrun's exhibit of "Proofs and Es
says" proved extremely interesting whilst 
Rhodesian odds and ends by Mr. Harrington 
proved very instructive. Finally, a very fine 
and colourful display was tabled by Mr. Wat
son who showed modern pictorials. 

Mr. Redford thanked the Pretoria Society 
for their excellent displays which he assured 
them were thoroughly appreciated by all mem
bers. 

F.E.I. 

EAST LONDON. 
President, B. S. Wilson; Hon. Secreta;ry, 

C. H. Thornton, 35 St. Mark's Road. Meetings, 
1st Thursdays, Railway Institute, 8 p.m. 

The June meeting of the Society was held 
at the Railway Institute on Thursday, 4th inst. 
There was a fair attendance, also one visitor, 
Mr. Mitchley. 

The question of giving financial support to 
the Johannesburg International Philatelic Ex
hibition aroused quite an animated discussion. 
It was resolved to write the Port Elizabeth, 
Bloemfontein and Cape Town Societies and as
certain what they were doing in the matter. 

The display for the evening was of the 
stamps of Bechuanaland and was furnished 
by Messrs. Courlander. Thornton and Roal. 
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Mr. Courlander's collection, backed by the two 
smaller ones, showed what could be done in 
such an interesting count:cy as Bechuanaland 
which for some unaccountable reason, is not 
very popular even in South Africa. 

The July meeting was held in the Railway 
Institute on Thursday, 2nd inst. There was 
a good attendance and one new member was 
elected. 

Mr. Roal proposed that a donation of £2 2s. 
be made from the Society's funds to the Jo
hannesburg International Philatelic Exhibi
tion (this great event in the Philatelic world 
of South Africa). This was supported by a 
proposition by Mr. Thornton (the latter part 
of an amendment which was defeated) that 
further monies be raised by members bring
ing stamps to be auctioned or sent to Johan
nesburg. 

A discussion arose as to whether sheets of 
:;tamps should be laid on the tao1es at displays 
or passed round. It was eventually decided 
that they should be exhibited on the tables. 

The display of the evening was: given by Mr. 
Carter who had brought a great number o: 
sheets from his extensive range of air mai.1 
stamps. 

Though not all are collectors in this branch 
of the hobby, it was appreciated that it can 
he made a very fascinating study as the very 
fine display must have convinced any who mav 
have been in doubt. 

Mr. Garter supported the display with a 
very fine paper ',vhich must have entailed a 
lot of research. The great fund of information 
about air mails given in the paper was ex
tremely interesting. 

Mr. Carter was congratulated and thanked 
for his handsome contribution towards a very 
interesting evening. 

W.S.H. 

ORANGE FREE STATE. 
President, F. Carter; Hon. Sec., F. J. Hun

dermark, 78 Murray Avenue, Bloemfontein. 
Meetings, 2nd Fridays, Oranje Koffieshuis, 
Bloemfontein, 8 p.m. 

The annual general meeting was held un 
September 11. In his presidential address Mr. 
F. Carter ref erred to the steady growth of the 
Society, the membership of which now totals 
;30. There are several more prospective mem
bers, including several women collectors. This 
growth, Mr. Carter said, was in a great meas-
ure a result of the recruiting efforts of sev-
eral members, especially Mr. J. B . .Levy. Tht• 
exchange section continued to grow, and he 
thanked Mr. .J. Lewis, the exchange super
intendent, for the efficient way he had carried 
out his responsible duties. Thanks were also 
conveyed to the committee, the members and 
the hon. secretary and treasurer for the sup
port given to the president during the year. 
Messrs. 0. J. Carey, F'. J. Eybers and F .• J. 
H undermark were also thanked for their le~
tures and talks on stamps and stamp-collecting 
at various schools in town, which feature, so 
far as the president was aware, had not been 
adopted by other societies in the Union, and 
which was cap.able of further development. 

The Treasurer's statement showed a satis
factory balance, notwithstanding the heavy 
expenses that had been incurred. An honor
arium uf two gumeas each was voted to the 
Hon. Sec., and to the Exchange Sup., as an 
appreciation by members of the responsible 
duties carried out by these officials during the 
year. 

Mr. F. Carter was re-elected president, Mr. 
J. Lewis, vice-president and exchange super
intendent, and Mr. W. Dickie-Clarke, hon. 
auditor. Mr. Hunde-rmark was re-elected hon. 
secretary and treasurer. The retiring com
mittee members, Messrs. J. B. Levy, \V. 
Dickie-Clarke and 0. J. Carey were also re
elected. 

Seven new members were proposed and ac
cepted, three being ladies, and the evening 
closed with the adoption of the final detaili;. 
in connection with the junior stamp competi
tion to be held on September 19. 

F.J.H. 

PRETORIA. 
President, A. E. Basden, Hon. Secretary, 

Prof. H. A. Wager, Box 514. Meetings, 1st 
and 3rd Mondays, Technical College, 8 p.m. 

September. Two meetings were held, both 
well attended and presided over by Mr. Bas
den. 

September 7. Juniors' night. Mr. Baxter 
showed .an interesting item-a letter by Tin
Can post from Tonga. 

Mr. Hand addressed the juniors and gave 
some _goqd advice on how and what to col
lect in philately as well as '¥hat to leave out. 
Messrs. Harrington, Hawke, Obermeyer and 
Basden supplemented the advice. 

Some fine sheets of new issues were shown 
by Mr. Baxter and Mr. N. L. Watson. Other 
displays were made by Messrs. Mummery, 
Obermeyer and Basden. 

September 21. The delegates chosen to 
represent Pretoria at the Philatelic Congress 
in Johannesburg were Messrs. Hawke, Brough
ton, A. Watson and N. L. Watson, with Mes
srs. Mummery and Blockey as alternatives. 

Mr. Hawke read some recent philatelic 
items. 

Mr .. Obermeyer read a paper on the stamps 
of Canada dealing with details of the more 
early issues. A peculiarity of these stamps 
was the appearance on some of them of tvvo 
types of currency. 

Mr. Obermeyer showed his Canadian 
stamps. Mr. Blockey a few sheets of early 
Holland .as well as the Society Forgery Col
lection of r=,~1ropean countries. 

H.A.W. 
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The Philatelic Society of Johannesburg, the 
sponsors of JIPEX, were desirous of'. having 
miniature sheets of normal Union stamps to 
commemorate their exhibition. 

When the Union Postal Authorities were 
approached in the matter, these found them
selves in the position of being able to supply 
either specially overprinted sheets or nothing 
at all. Their offer to provide miniature sheets 
of M. and fd. values overprinted "JIPEX 
1936" was therefore accepted by the Exhibi
tion Committee, although when it was learnt 

---·- - -- ·- · -- --

that the issue would be a limited one, it was 
realized that troubles would not be far to seek. 

These started when orders for large quanti
ties began to pour in. In consultation with 
the Minister of Posts the following policy was 
decided upon as being the fairest possible in 
the circumstances: 

( 1) That, as the stamps were primarily in
tended to be an additional attraction to visit
ing the E,xhibition, a certain proportion sho:ul_d 
be set aside for sale each day at the Exh1b1-
tion Post Office, the only place where they 
would be sold over the counter; but that only 
limited quantities, say two sheets of each 
value, would be sold to any one applicant. 

(2) That requests sent by post from those 
unable to visit the Exhibition would be met 
within sharply defined limits. The Minister 
explained to the Exhibit.ion Committee that 

td. Sheet of JIPEX Stamps. 
is similar. 

The ld. sheet 
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the statement attributed to him in tne public 
Press "that all orders for stamps sent to the 
Postmaster, Johannesburg, would .be met" was 
not correct, if taken literally. His intention 
was merely that members of the public unable 
to visit the Exhibition would at all events be 
enabled to obtain at least one sheet of each 
value. 

The Postmaster, Johannesburg, and the Ex
hibition Committee, the body responsible for 
the Postal Agency in the Exhibition, were 
therefore instructed to meet all requests sent 
to them for one sheet of each value and to 
exercise their discretion in fulfilling requests 
for moderate quantities, although asked to 
meet them as far aB practicable. 

( 3) In the case of big orders, for hundreds 
or thousands of sheets, the Postmaster and the 
Committee, acting in consultation, were speci
fically empowered to defer filling these until 
it was seen how many sheets would he avail
able after the small orders and local sales 
had been met. If necessary, a quota could be 
applied. 

Complaints are sure to be made by dis
gruntled individuals who have not received all 
they wanted. This is probably inevitable with 
a limited issue. The Committee regrets if it 
has not been able to please everyone, but they 
have a clear conscience in the matter as they 
have done their best to make a fair distribu
tion. The Exhibition funds have not bene
fitted at all from the stamps directly, although 
admittedly they may benefit from an increased 
attendance to purchase the stamps. The 
stamps were issued with this in view; they 
were not issued for the benefit of speculators 
or dealers. It is only fair therefore that 
those should take second place in the distri
bution, if a limitation in quantities should 
prove necessary. 

LEON DE RAAY PASSES. 
We regret to have to report the death of 

M. Leon de Raay in Amsterdam. It is only 
a few months since we gave a short summary 
of the proceedings which accompanied the cele
bration of his jubilee. He has been a volumin
ous writer on various philatelic subjects, but 
particularly on various South African stamps 
and postal services, so that we especially de
plore the loss in his passing. 

At the time of his death he was engaged 
on a monumental work on the stamps of the 
Transvaal. We trust that this will not be 
lost to posterity. 

Some of M. de Raay's work is now on show 
at JIPEX, viz., a collection and history of 
the stamps of Stellaland and Part II. of his 
work on the stamps of the Orange Free State. 

NEW UNION 4d. STAMP. 
Mr. G. N. Gilbert writes:-
With reference to the note of a new cylinder 

for the 4d. denomination, it is of interest to 
find that the new printing is from a new de
sign entirely. 

The following are the chief points of differ
ence:-

(a) New sheet starts with Afrikaans stamp 
instead of English. 

(b) Background shading lines of sky dif
ferent. 

(c) Tree shadings different. 
(d) Standing native smaller in new printing, 

and his shadow smaller. 
( e) Poles on shed on right are solid in new 

printing. In the old these were outlined with 
lighter centres. 

(f) Smaller marginal arrows. 
As noted before, the "bamboo" pole flaw is 

absent in this printing. 

THE "MALAKOTE" STAMPS OF SW AHI
LILAND. 

Under the heading Sultanate of Witu or 
German Protectorate of Swaziland, situ
ated near Lamu, there were at one time (per
haps still are) listed .certain stamps called 
"Malakote" stamps, in addition to the better 
known "Swahililand" stamps. 

Major Ohrt discusses the status of them in 
Die Postnvarks of 12th September. His opin
ion of them is very definite and he does not 
mince his words. 

The c~taloguers have usually classified these 
stamps as "Proofs," but according to Ohrt in 
this case Homer was caught nodding. He 
classifies them as "speculative labels of the 
swindler Denhardt used on genuinely sent 
covers." From the accompanying illustra
tions the .covers are seen to bear either Zan
zibar or British East African stamps in ad
dition to the so-called Malakote stamps. 

COLLECTORS' WANTS 
AND OFFERS 

(Twopence per word per insertion with 
minimum of 2/- per insertion). 

Unions.-For Sale superb mint special
ised Collection (12 albums). Strong in 
1925 Airs, Mint and Flown, Freaks, 
Errors, Joined Papers, etc. NO 
DEALERS. Phone-Philatelist: Day 
33-4321; Night, 25-2820. P.O. Box 
6370. 

"Specimen Stamps.''-Great Britain, 
British Colonial and Foreign wanted. 

Saul A. Klagsbrun, P.O. Box 846, Pre·· 
toria. 

Orange Free State.-Approval selections 
wanted. Must be fine, well-centred 
copies. 

William Redford, Box 7012, Johannes
burg. 

Swaziland. - Unusual items, covers, 
Transvaal and other stamps used in 
Swaziland ( vide postmarks) required 
by 

A. E. Basden, ,P.O. Box 238, Pretoria. 
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JIPEX.-LIST' OF AW ARDS 
GRAND PRIX.-(Championship Cup presented by the City Council of Johannesburg). 

J. HERBERT CURLE. 

AW ARD OF HONOUR 
R. F. A. Riesco. 

SECTION AL AW ARDS.-(Plaques). 
1.-Portuguese Colonies. 

(No award). 

2.-Bechuanaland. 
Silver-Arthur E. Iles, O.B.E. 

3.-Belgian Congo. 
Gold-Joseph Wright. 
Silver-Ralph H. Holdzkom and Capt. E. 
Corbisier de Meaultsart. 
Bronze-C. G. Mummery. 

4.-British East Africa and/or Uganda and/ 
or Kenya and Uganda. 

17.-Tanganyika and/or German East Africa. 

20.-Zanzibar. 
Gold-A. B. Vialou. 
Silver-J. H. Harvey Pirie. 

5.-Cape of Good Hope. 
Gold-R. F. A. Riesco (special award of 
the Junior Philatelic Society of London) 
and Miss Pat Goldschmidt. 
Silver-E. C. Francis. 

6.-Griqualand West. 
Bronze-A. E. Basden and Dr. Morton 
Evans. 

7.-Madagascar and/or Reunion. 
Silver-W. F. Coaker. 
Bronze-S. Graveson. 

8.-Mauritius and/or Seychelles. 
Silver-Theodore E. Steinway. 

9.-Natal. 
Gold-H. H. Hurst. 

10.-New Republic and/or Stellaland. 
Silver-Leon de Raay (Stellaland). 

12.-Orange Free State. 
Silver-A. E. Basden. 

13.-Rhodesia, including N. and S. Rhodesia. 
Gold-W. J. Harrington. (Special Award 

of the Royal Philatelic Society). 
Bronze-G. J. Houbert. 

14.-St. Helena and/ or Ascension. 
Silver-Dr. A. J. Broughton (St. Helena). 
Bronze-C. G. Mummery (Ascension). 

15.-South-West Africa. 
Silver'-F. Mattei and W. J. Giovanetti. 
Bronze-Stephen G. Rich and Dr. A. J. 
Broughton. 

16.-Swaziland and/or Basutoland. 
Gold-A. E. Basden (Swaziland). 
Bronze-Alexander Cross and Dr. A. 
Kaplan. 

18.-Transvaal. 
Gold-J. Herbert Curle. 
Silver-A. E. Basden. 

19.-Union of South Africa. 
(No Award). 

21.-Zululand. 
(No award). 

22.-Air Mails of Africa, South of the Equator. 
Gold-L. A. Wyndham. 
Silver-I. Greenbaum. 
Highly Commended-Norman Hill. 

23._!._Any single service or group of services 
not provided for in the preceding sections. 

Silver-A. Watson, J. H. Harvey Pirie and 
Bertram McGowan. 
Bronze>--A. Glasser. 

24.-Philatelic Research. 
Silver-A. E. Basden and W. J. Harring
ton. 
Bronze-G. N. Gilbert and D. H. Kirch
ner. 
Highly Commended-Norman Hill. 

25.-Rarities (25-50 Rarities or Items of 
Special Interest from any part of the world). 

Gold-J. W. K. Schofield. 
Bronze-C. H. Thornton. 

26.-Junior Collections (Collectors under 18). 
A-General collection of Africa South of the 

Equator. 
Silver-J. E. Creewel. 

B-General collection of any one country 
in Sections 1-23. 

Silver-William Irvine (3rd). 

27.-Philatelic Albums. 
Gold-Frank Godden, Ltd. 
Bronze-Globe Postage Stamp Co. 

29.-Unpublished Literature dealing with 
Southern Africa. 

Gold-Leon de Raay (Special Award of 
the Philatelic Congress of Southern 
Africa). 
Silver-L. A. Wyndham & Leon de Raay. 
Bronze-Norman Hill. 
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South African 
Roll of Honour 

JOHANNESBURG MEMBERS. 
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In presenting the following five biographies 
of members of the South African Prilatelic 
Roll of Honour we have been fairly liberal in 
our interpretation of "Johannesburg Mem
bers." Only two of them, Messrs. Houbert 
.and Ritchie, can be claimed as permanent resi
dents. Mr. Tamsen has never been resident 
but has been connected with local philatelic 
societies since their earliest days. Mr. Curle 
was for many years a resident and, although 
his address is now "The \Vorld," he regards 
Johannesburg as his spiritual home; whilst 
Mr. Klagsbrun was largely responsible for 
first organizing philately in his earlier Johan
nesburg days and, in fact, learnt his lesson 
so well that he later applied it with great 
success in Pretoria. 

EMIL TAMSEN, 
The G.O.M. of South African Philately. 

Born in Schleswig-Holstein, he was a stamp 
collector before he came to Pretoria in April, 
1880. He then started ·specializing on South 
African stamps and was lucky in being 
afforded facilities for inspecting the Z.A.R. 
Government stamp archives, the results of his 
browsing there being published in Gibbons' 
Monthly Journal, Vols. 4 and 5. 

He discovered the history of the Mount 
Currie local post of Griqualand East. 

In 1901, when a prisoner-of-war in Pretoria, 
he specialised the Pietersburg issue, of which 
he still has the best existing collection. 

He may fittingly be described as the pioneer 
investigator of almost all S. African stamps, 
having published articles in the philatelic 
press of Great Britain, America and the Con
tinent on New Republic, Stellaland, Cape, 
Rhodesian provisionals of 1917, War Tax 
stamps of Mozambique of 1916, Fiscals of 
the Orange Free State, War stamps of the 
Transvaal, to mention but a few. 

His philatelic honours are many. He was 
first Vice-President of both the J ohanne·sburg 
and the Pretoria Philatelic Societies. He may 
be said to be the only South African elected 
( 1920) to the British Roll . of Distinguished 
Philatelists, Mr. Percy C. Bishop, the only 
other S. African resideftt on the Roll, having 
been elected for his work in Great Britain 
prior to his coming to S. Africa. He holds 
the diploma of 25 years' membership of the 
Dresden Philatelic Society, and that of 50 
years' of the Vienna Society. 

His philatelic library is prob:1,bly by far the 
best in S. Africa and is particularly strong 
in early periodicals. 

Outside of philately he is a prominent Free
mason, holding high district rank. He has 
been for many years on the Nylstroom Town 
Council and has been its Mayor. 

He recently celebrated his Golden Wedding 
and now resides on his ideal farm "Kleinood," 
where, he says, he is as busy as ever, a~d 
finds a day of 24 hours far too short for his 
work. 

J. HERBERT CURLE,. 

Born in Scotland in 1870. At age of six
teen travelled for a year in South Africa, since 
when the Transvaal has been his favourite 
country. 

Has collected only Transvaal stamps for 
forty years. 

His collection was first shown in public at 
Vienna in 1933 where it received a gold medal 
.and •the Schonbrun Vase, the special prize 
given by the AustTian Government. It was 
shown for a second time, and a paper on 
Transvaal stamps read, before the "Royal" in 
London, for which the high honour of the Til-
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leard Medal was awarded. This appearance at 
Johannesburg is the third showing. 

Mr. Curle had long had in view the inten
tion of bequeathing his collection to the Trans
vaal. At the urgent request of the late Dr. 
Gubbins he decided to leave it to the Gubbins' 
Africana collection, where he hopes it may be
come the nucleus for .a Transvaal National 
Collection. 

G. J. HOUBER'l·. 

Resident in Johannesburg since 1887, i.e. one 
year after Johannesburg came into existence. 
First took up collecting in 1895 and has been 
at it ever since. Joined the local philatelic 
society in 1898 and has been a member, and 
usually an office bearer, up to the present 
time. He is a Past President of the Johan
nesburg United Philatelic Society and is at 
present Hon. Treasurer of the Philatelic So
ciety of Johannesburg. A keen collector of 
Africans and British colonials. 

These are Mr. Houbert's own notes. It may 
be added that his modesty prevented him from 
adding that he was elected to the roll of dis
tinguished philatelists mainly on account of 
his being such a fine "society" man. He has 
given unstinted service to Johannesburg socie, 
ties for very many years in numerous capaci
ties, and if there has ever been any difficulty 
in getting an exhibit the answer has always 
been "Oh, ask Houbert !", and Houbert has 
provided it as a matter of course. The fare 
is seldom repeated, moreover. He mentions 
Africans .and British colonials particularly, 
but he will provide a really good show of, say, 
practically any old Europeans, just as readily. 
A voracious buyer from Exchange packets, but 
it is very seldom that he can be persuaded to 
sell a stamp. Long life to him; now that he 
has retired from active business and can give 
all his spare time to stamps he, should, and ap
pears to be, a really happy and contented man. 

SAUL A. KLAGSBRUN. 

Started collecting in the early eighties 
whilst at Donallier's "Educational Institute," 
a well-known boys' school in Capetown at that 
period. Has maintained his interest in the 
hobby ever since, although there have been 
periods when activity was dormant. 

Moving with his parents to Kimberley in 
1884, he there attended Norrie's private -school, 
which soon became incorporated in the Public 
Undenominational School. Here, in addition 
to playing cricket and rugby, his collecting 
propensities flourished. A voracious reader of 
the B.O.P., he used to send (whrn funds per~ 
mitted) for packets and sets adver~ised by the 
leading dealers in England of these days, such 
as Butler Bros., Winch Bros., Whitfield King 
& Co., and others. 

In July, 1889, he came to Johannesburg, 
and as the years rolled on covered almost 
every phase of collecting, e.g., general, group, 
specialised, postcards, envelopes and wrapp2rs, 
fiscals and telegraph stamps. Many countries 
were included, but the best collections were of 
countries of Southern Africa. 

In 1893, a Hollander stamp dealer, M. Z. 
Booleman, opened premises in Pritchard 
Street in a large shop with the back portion 
partidoned off by a heavy baize green curtain. 
In the early days of Johannesburg shops re-
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mained open till about 10.30 p.m. on Satur
day nights, and it became a custom for col
lectors to gather then in the back premises of 
Booleman's shop. From these gatherings Mr. 
Klagsbrun got the idea of starting a philatelic 
society. 

After discussion with C. E. Lawson, Sallo 
Epstein and others, the idea was approved of 
and the first Philatelic Society of Johannes
burg came into being in April, 1895, with A . 
A. Osborn, the postmaster of Johannesburg, 
as President, Epstein as Secretary, and Klags
brun as Assistant Secretary. 

In November of the same year Samuel F. 
Epstein and he published the first number of 
the "South African Philatelist." It ran to six 
numbers (November, 1895, to April, 1896). All 
the matter was written either by Epstein or 
Klagsbrun, with the exception of one article 
on Natal stamps by C. E. Lawson and an 
overseas letter by E. J. Nankive!l. The mat
ter was typed on waxed sheets and copies 
made with a mimeograph press. Mr. Klags
brun describes his editorial experience as good 
fun and a most enjoyable experience. 

He moved to Pretoria in December, 1904, 
and after a few months' residence took steps 
to resuscitate the Pretoria Philatelic Society, 
which had ceased to function for some time. 
The resuscitation was successful for a time, 
but again the Society sickened and almost ex
pired. Hand, Obermeyer and Klagsbrun, 
however, by continuing to meet and ~y pass
ing resolutions and gradually reducmg the 
quorum of meetings to three, kept it technic
ally alive. Recovery gradually took place, 
then convalescence and a slow but sure climb 
to the vigorous state of health in which the 
Pretoria Society of to-day finds itself. 

In Klagsbrun the collecting mania is deep~y 
engrained, for, in addition to stamps, he _ is 
keenly interested in china, glassware and p1c
ture·s. Modern drama also makes a strong 
appeal to him and he has a fine library of 
modern plays. 

He is still interested in sport but has now 
given up playing rugby in favour of bowling, 
on which he is most keen. 

JEROME RIT,CHIE, M.E., B.Sc., A.I.M . .M. 

Born in Capetown, 1885, son of Professor 
· William Ritchie, Professor of Classics in the 
S.A. College and Capetown University. Edu
cated in the S. African College School, the S. 
African College and the S. African School of 
Mines, qualifying as B.Sc. in mining engin
eering. 

Started mining work on the Witwatersrand 
in 1906, and, except for . the war period, when 
he was a Captain in the tunnelling ·section of 
the Royal Engineers and served in Fran~e 
from 1915 to the end of the war, has been m 
mining work ever since. 

In addition to gold mining, he has had ex
perience of lead and copper _m1nes. . Sin~e 
1933 he has been in the consultmg- engmeer s 
office of the Anglo-American Corporation, 
Johannesburg. 

Has been interested in stamps since his very 
early days, and at one time had, amongst 
other things, a very good collection of Uru
guay. For a number of years, however, he 
has confined his active interests to the stamps 
of the Union. 

In 1926, when perhaps as much interest was 
not taken in Union stamps as now, he pub
lished a text-book and catalogue of these 
stamps and laid the foundations of much of 
the later work of Simenhoff and others. 

In his collection he has a number of unique 
items, among which may be mentioned one, a 
complete mint pane of the first issue of the 
ls. Postage Due stamps. He also has numer
ous freak items of the De la Rue standard 
printings, which, owing to the careful scrutiny 
given in these days both by the printers and 
in the post office, are seldom seen and are 
hard to come by. 

He admits to not having very much enthu
siasm for the "dot and dash" minor varieties 
now being exploited in the present-day Union 
rotogravure printed stamps, and, for this_ rea
son has not in recent years been so promment 
in Union stamp matters. He ·still keeps his 
Union collection up-to-date, however, but with
out burdening the current issue with innumer
able minor varieties. 

We have received the first catalogue of Mr. 
Robson Lowe's new "Postal History" Auctions. 
There is a wealth of fine material listed 
therein and if the standard is kept up we would 
advise everyone interested in such lines to pay 
attention to these. 
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ROBERTSON STAMP CO. (Pty.) LTD. 
STOCK 

EVERYTHING FOR STAMP COLLECTORS 

Largest range in Africa of 

ST AMPS in sets, packets and singles. 

ALBUMS OF EVERY KIND, made by Gibbons and Rapkin, 
London. 

ALL ACCESSORIES, the leading CATALOGUES and HAND~ 
BOOKS, and all other philatelic requirements. 

Write, call or 'phone for free illustrated price lists of all the above. 

OUR APPROVAL SERVICE 
caters for all classes of collectors. 

To medil1m and advanced collectors we can forward approval books of almost every 
British Possession. Obsolete issues are priced, wherever possible, at one-third cata

logue values for the best copies and current at lowest rates possible. 
General collectors and beginners may obtain approval selections of the cheaper British 
Colonial and/or foreign priced separately or in sets, and will find our prices to be 

really low. 

TrJJ us for K. C. SILVER JUBILEES. Price list of sets and 
complete collections sent upon request. 

In dealing with us you will find that we answer all letters and orders 
prompt[}) and conduct our business in the real philatelic spirit. 

ROBERTSON STAMP CO. (Pty.) LTD. 
P.O. Box 5826. JOHANNESBURG. Telephone 33-1454. 

Shop Address: 14 Ground Floor, OLD AR1CADE, MARKET STRE'ET 
(opp. City Hall and Rissik Street P.O.). 

See our large displays in our windows and at the Empire Exhibition 
(Hall of Printing), and also at the Philatelic Exhibition. 

167 

 Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022 



168 THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST. November, 1936. 

1 ..... ~:::·~·~i:~:~~i:~: .. ·~i~!::;;~;·~·~ ..... 1 

;11,1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111,:: 

Mr. McGuffog, Postmaster of Johannesburg, 
kindly supP,lied the Philatelic Society of 
Johannesburg with a complete series of the 
contemporary postmarks in use at Johannes
burg, the branch offices being included as well 
as the head office. These have been mounted 
by members of the Society and are on view in 
the Exhibition. 

To supplement this collection of the pre
sent-day postmarks a series of old-time post
marks has been got together by a few mem
bers and, although it does not pretend to com
pleteness and there may be additional material 
on exhibit from individuals, it is thought that 
a few notes on these old postmarks may be 
of interest. 

Illustrations of most of the types available 
have been prepared by making tracings. 

The early diggings were served by the mail 
carts running between Pretoria-Heidelberg 
and Pretoria-Potchefstroom, which crossed the 
Witwatersrand near what are now Germiston 
and Krugersdorp respectively. Requests for 
post offices were sent in to the Government 
from various parts of the Rand as early as 
July, 1886, and the first P.O. was actually 
opened at Randjeslaagte in October, 1886. In 
March, 1887, it was moved to a building op
posite the Market Square, and soon after that 
100 private letter boxes were installed. Tele
graphic communication with the outside world 
was established in April, 1887, the office being 
in a house rented from Mr. R. G. Ockerse 
( then Claims Inspector and still a member <?f 
the Philatelic Society of Johannesburg). This 
information is taken mostly from Mr. James 
Gray's "Payable Gold," extracts from which 
have been appearing in the "Star." 

The series commences with a number of 
coloured marks, mostly of dates 1887 to 1889, 
i.e., in the very early days of Johannesb~rg. 
Most of these, unfortunately, are not on piece 
and only parts of the postmarks are available. 
It is not even absolutely certain that they are 
postmarks. The majority are "Geregistreerd" 
marks, and it is possible that they are really 
off deeds, etc. There are at least half-a-dozen 
varieties of elliptical-shaped marks, two of 
which are shown reconstructed in Figs. 1 and 
3. No. 2 is a straight-line type, not "_Ge_re
gistreerd," of which ther~ are two varieties. 
These marks are in a variety of colours, blue, 
green, red, purple and several shade·s of violet 
being represented. 

The marks of the first half of the nineties 
are mostly of small size, types 4 to 7 being 
apparently about equally common. 

Type 8 occurs in several varieties, (a) as 
figured, with only JOHANNESBURG, (b) 

similar, but with a date in two lines across 
the centre, (c) as figured but with Z.A.R. 
in place of the large dot. 

No. 9 is a special parcel-post cancellation. 
No. 10 would seem to be a rare type as only 
one specimen has been available. 

"P.W.K." in No. 11 stands for "Post Wissel 
Kantoor" (Postal Order Office). This was a 
not uncommon type of mark throughout the 
Transvaal at this period. 

Nos. 12 and 13 illustrate two different type3 
of "Geregistreerd" marks. 

No. 14, a combined two-in-one mark, would 
also appear to be rather a rarity, as only one 
specimen was offered for show. It is probably 
a very early mark; the year part of the date 
is unfortunately not clear and, although it 
looks like 86, in view of the month being July, 
it practically certainly is not. 

Nos. 15 and 16 are two marks of the Stock 
Exchange P.O., the latter being apparently the 
commoner type and occurring in blue as well 
as in black. In No. 15 there is something in 
the lower part of the circle, but it has not 
been deciphered. 

No. 17 is a registered mark of the Stock 
Exchange P. 0. 

A mark of this period, not illustrated as it 
is uncertain if it is strictly speaking a Johan
nesburg mark, is one similar to No. 4, but 
with WITWATERSRAND in place of JOHAN
NESBURG. 

The large mark ·shown in Fig. 20 appears. 
to have been introduced in 1896, at all events, 
that is the earliest date noticed in the material 
available. The still larger No. 18 is first 
noted in 1898. A branch office mark of the 
type of No. 20, not figured, reads JEPPES
TOWN in place of JOHANNESBURG. 

No. 19, of which only one specimen is avail
able, is a lop-sided mark, suggesting hurried 
preparation. The year looks like 86, and it is 
tempting to think that this is one of the ear
liest marks in use. Unfortunately the date is 
indistinct, but again, as in the case of No. 
14, the month appears to be July, and as there 
was no P.O. till October, 1886, the year can
not be accepted. 

Type 18 can still be found on stamps over
printed V.R.I. some considerable time after 
the British occupation of Johannesburg in 
May, 1900. It has been noted, indeed as late 
as March, 1901, but it was gradually replaced 
by Types 21 and 22. Of Type 22, Nos. 1, 2 
and 3 are shown. 

No. 23 appears to be No. 26 with the 
"Z.A.R." replaced by "23." Only one speci
men has been available for showing, but 
one with index number "18" has also been 
seen. 

Of No. 24 the following numbers have been 
met with :-2 to 9, 12, and 14 to 16. 

Of Type 25, numbers 2 to 6 are shown. 
26 and 27 are two slightly different types 

of registered marks. 
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28 and 29 appear to be the first machine 
cancellations employed; the earlier one, No. 
28, being ·:;;carce, whilst 29 marks are com
monly seen. 

A few Branch Office marks of Edwardian 
period, not figured, are shown in the collec
tion. The types vary, but the lot is too in
complete to detail them at present and merely 
the following list is given: 

FORDSBURG/JOHANNESBURG. 
TROYEVILLE/JOHANNESBURG. 
MOUNTAIN VIEW /JOHANNESBURG. 
MARKET ST., JOHANNESBURG/REGIS-

TERED. 
BRAAMFONTEIN/B.O. JOHANNESBURG 

(2 types). 
JEPPESTOWN/B.O. JOHANNESBURG (2 

types). 
FRASER ST. B.O./JOHANNESBURG. 
CAMP P.O./BOOYSENS. 
C.S.A.R./ JOHANNESBURG. r ......................... i:~~::: ............................. I 
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Stanleu Gibbons, Maj-or and Minor. ( Offici
ally "Priced Catalogue of the Stamps of the 
World" and "Simplified Stamp Catalogue.") 
The former is, as of yore, obtaina~l_e either 

as a single volume or in parts; I., British Em-
pire and II., Foreign Countries. . 

The "Simplified Catalogue" caters especi
ally for the average collector who does not 
want to be bothered with minor differences 
of shade, perforation, watermark or other 
technicalities. E,vidently this class of collec
tor is becoming increasingly numerous for the 
publishers announce such a boom in the stamp 
trade that something like a famine is occur
ring of many of the cheaper stamps. . Where, 
a few years ago, they could ?e obtamed ~Y 
thousands, they are now difficult to get rn 
dozens. 

Naturally prices are rising-for all cl.asses 
of stamps, common. medium and rare. 

A check-up of a few of the countries in 
Southern Africa shows little or no change in 
O.F.S. and Transvaal, a moderate number of 
rises in Natal and Rhodesia, quite a few in 
Capes, Bechuanaland and Unions, particularly 
in the London pictorials of the latter. One 
Rhodesian stamp-the £1 with Rhodesia Opt. 
in violet-still stands at the ridiculous figure 
of £10. This is much overdue a writing down. 

The only rewritten part this year is Pi,?t
ersburg, which has been "rationalized." The 
varieties are now all lumped at "from 7s. 6d. 
or 10s. upwards. 

All list of Controls have been dropped ex
cept those of Great Britain i:ind the I~ish F~ee 
State which, they add, they have no mtenticm 

of dropping, unless they are eventually in
cluded in the specialized catalogue of Great 
Britain, which they hope some day to publish. 

Is this a feel er? We hope it is. A specialized 
catalogue of Great Britain is certainly over
due, even although in this catalogue Great 
Britain is much more speciaiized than most 
countries. 

S.G. has obtained its position of eminence 
largely through its notes which are additional 
to a mere dealer's price list, but considera
tions of space alone must make it more and 
more difficult year by year to keep this up. 
Can we look forward to tlie time when we will 
have a "simplified" catalogue for the world 
and "specialized" catalogues for every country 
or for groups of countries? 

Additional information as to printers and 
printing methods have been added and the ex
pressions "As last" and "As before" with ref
erence to types, watermarks, perforations, etc., 
are stated to have been replaced by full head
ings. On the whole this is true ~mt curiously 
enough, in the first country we looked up, 
Zanzibar. we found them still there. 

Under Foreign countries it is noted that It
alian sanctions have made it impossible to get 
the orices of modern Italians into line with the 
current Italian market. The Portuguese Red 
Cross issues of 1927 onwards have been de
leted as they did not do postal service. 

The publishers will not list or deal in any 
issue which is to be demonetized and re
maindered. This statement, which appears in 
heavy type, is a stand which we are very 
pleased to see Messrs. Stanley Gibbons taking. 
It follows on recent attempts at fleecing from 
South and Central America, whici1 were foiled 
by the leading dealers of the world getting to
gether. In case of similar schemes being pro
moted anywhere in the future we trust that 
this excellent example will be generally fol-
lowed. . 

Mr. W. Lambert reports that the 40c. brown 
and 50c. green of the current issue of Holland 
have appeared perf. 12~ x 13~. Tins appear
ance was apparently just too late for men
tion in the new season's catalogues. 

B. & K. 
The firm that supplies the stamps others cannot. 
Our prices are reasonable, though in some cases 
not so low as quotations elsewhere, but we can 
fill most requirements. We aim to be able to 
supply 

ANY STAMP OF ANY COUNTRY 
( except recent issues) 

and can generally offer most stamps of a want 
list, however difficult. Prices average half cata
logue. Let us know your requirements. We 
never worry with unwanted selections. 

1936 Price List of British Colonial Stamps. 
100 Pages • , • Price One Shilling. 

(Refunded against purchases.) 
B & K Special Offers - free on request. 

BRIDGER & KAY, LTD. 
170 STRAND LONDON, W.C.2. 
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. BASUTO~AND.-Annexed to Cape in 1871, 
d_1sa°:nexed m 1_884. Postally part of the Cape 
till time of Umon. Issued its own stamps on 
1st December, 1933. Stamps used in Basuto
land before then, "recognisable only by post
marks, are ~ollectable, particularly those of 
t~e sape prior to Union and "Interprovin
cials between 18th August, 1910, and 1st 
September, 1913. Famous "Officials" in use 
fr_om 24th May, 1934, till 2nd June, 1935, when 
withdrawn by order of the Colonial Office 
only a possibl_e 153 used. A set of the fou; 
yalues was withdrawn from auction recently 
m London after £320 had been bid for them. 

CAPE OF GO(?D HOPE.-The first Cape 
(and first S. African) stamps issued on 1st 
Se1;>tember, 1853: the famous triangulars 
"'.'h1ch ~ave probably done more than any other 
smgle issue to make stamp collecting the 
popular hobby it is. Four values ld red 4d 
blue, 6d. _lil::tc and ls. green. Num'ero~s sh~de~ 
and varieties of these, some quite common, 
others rare. During a temporary shortage of 
the supply from England the so-called "wood
blocks" were made locally in Capetown. All 
these are scarce and valuable, particularly the 
_errors of colour. By mistake a 4d. die was 
u~cluded in the printing pane of the ld. and 
vice versa, so that blue lds. and red 4ds. oc
cur. Good specimens of these errors fetch 
several hundreds of pounds each. There is 
also known a few copies of a black 4d. whose 
origin an~ sig_nificance 3:re "wrapt in mystery." 
At one time 1t was believed they were issued 
as mourning stamps for the Prince Consort 
but this explanation is now discredited. Pos~ 
sibly they are only "colour changelings" of 
the blue, through sulphiding action. 

The later rectangular stamps of the Cape 
are not of the same great interest, although 
there are quite a number of interesting varie
ties of surcharges. 

The old Cape postmarks, particularly the 
varieties with numbers in place of, or along 
with, town names are an interesting study in 
themselves. 

All Cape stamps except the triangular::; are 
still valid for postal purposes throughout the 
Union. 

GRIQUALAND WEST.-The stamps of the 
Cape were in use in this territory before it 
was ann•exed as part of the Cape, from 1874 
to 1880. They were the current Cape stamps 
overprinted with a G. A big variety of types 
of the letter G were used in the overprinting. 
In October, 1880, the remaining stocks (all 
with a small variety of G) were distributed 
to various post offices throughout the Cape 

and there used as ordinary Cap2 stamps ·so 
th_at Griqualand West stamps may be found 
with various postmarks of places not in 
Griqualand West. 

GRIQUALAND EAST.-These interesting 
stamps of the "Mount Currie Express" are not 
to be found listed in the ordinary stamp cata
logues, as they only have the rank of "locals." 
They only had franking value within a limited 
area, but nevertheless they were issued and 
actually did service with such authority as 
there was in G.E. at the time of their usage, 
viz., that of Adam Kok, the Griqua Chief. (It 
might be mentioned here that the first stamps 
of the Transvaal, although always listed in 
the catalogues, were also really only "locals," 
having no franking value beyond the Trans
vaal borders. Cape and Natal stamps were 
kept and sold in the Transvaal for affixing, 
along with the Transvaal stamps, on letters 
for the Cape, Natal, or overseas). The circum
stances attached to the issue of the East 
Griqualand stamps were as follows:-There 
was no postal service there before 1877, but 
there were a few traders and settlers. A 
firm in Mount Currie kept up a service of 
runners to Harding in Natal. To recoup 
themselves for the expense of carrying letters 
for other persons they obtained permission 
from Adam Kok to affix these ·stamps or 
labels (value ld.), which, of course, only car
ried them as far as Harding. They did actual 
work in this respect from 1874-77. Used 
copies on cover are great rarities, never seen 
in this country, although it is believed there 
are one or two in the famous Taplipg collec
tion in the British Museum. They would b_e a 
great acquisition for the Africana museum 
here. 

STELLALAND.-This short-lived Republic 
was in existence from 1882-1884 on ·the north
west border of the Transvaal, the capital of it 
being at Vryburg. The stamps were issued 
on 1st February, 1884, six values, ld., 2d., 
3d., 4d., 6d. and ls., the 2d. being a surcharg~ 
on the 4d. The country was taken over by 
Sir Chas. Warren's expedition in October, 
1884, and formally annexed to the colony of 
British Bechuanaland in 1885. Very few 
genuinely used specimens of the stamps are 
known although some were actually used by 
memb~rs of Warren's expedition for a short 
period before stamps of the Cape o_verprinted 
"British Bechuanaland" became available. The 
unused stock was bought by a firm of stamp 
dealers in England and unused stamps from 
this stock are easily obtainable. 

BRITISH BECHUANALAND.-The ar2a 
corresponding more or less with the present 
day magisterial districts of Gordonia, Kuru
man, Taungs, Vryburg and Mafeking consti
tuted from 1886 to 1896 the separate colony 
of British Bechuanaland. Stamps used in this 
territory during this period are of three 
kinds :-British stamps overprinted with the 
words "British Bechuanaland," Cape stamps 
similarly overprinted, and lastly, autonomous 
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stamps. There was at times some confusion 
between the colony and the neighbouring 
"Bechuanaland Protectorate," and apparently 
the postal officials of the two areas were not 
over particular, ::;o that stamps of the Protec
torate may be found with postmarks of, and 
having done duty in, British Bechuanaland and 
vice versa. The colony was annexed to the 
Cape in 1897, since which date its postal his
tory is that of the Cape. 

ORANGE FREE STATE.-First stamp is
sued on 1st January, 1868, the design being 
an orange tree in fruit. From that date till 
1900 all the stamps were of the ::;ame design, 
their being of course various values and 
colours. Temporary shortages of various 
values also necessitated at times the manu
facture locally of surcharged varieties. These 
stamps may also be found with an overprint 
in black of the coat of arms of the state; these 
were only used affixed to postcards, the over
printing having been done after the stamp was 
put on the postcard. 

During the latter part of 1889 and 1900 
certain parts of the northern Cape and Natal 
were occupied by republican troops, including 
Free Staters, and the district of Colesberg was 
actually formally annexed by them. O.V.S. 
stamps used in the occupied territory, as re
cognised by the postmarks, are good collect
able varieties, the best being perhaps those 
postmarked "Colesberg O.V.S." 

At the British occupation near the end of 
March the stamps taken over were over
printed V.R.I. and there was a huge crop of 
minor errors in the overprints, some of which 
are rather rare, although the normals are still 
very common and worth little, if anything, 
over face value. Later during the war period 
there were several Cape stamps overprinted 
"Orange River Colony" and Free State stamps 
overprinted E.R.I. 

Finally the King Edward VII. issues in use 
from 1903-10. In these there is one variety of 
interest, the 4d., in which a worn "P" gives 
rise to a variety reading- "IOSTAGE." On 
this set may also be found stamp::; over
printed C.S.A.R., which were for official use 
on the Central South African Railways. 

NATAL.-The first stamps of Natal, in 
use from 1857 to 1859, were embossed in plain 

relief on coloured papers, the values being ld., 
?d,, 61,, 9d. and ls.. Fine used specimens, 
1.e., with the embo::;smg showing up clearly 
and not cut too closely round the edges, are 
very hard to come by and expensive. 

The early Queen's head stamps are beautiful 
examples of the engravers' art. Throughout 
the whole of the Victorian period overprint
ing and surcharging frequently had to be re
sorted to, with the inevitable accompanying 
crop of errors and varieties. Nevertheless the 
stamps of Natal make a very fascinating 
group to collect. There is sufficient of the 
spice of difficulty in getting fine used copies 
to add interest to the hunt. A very big pro
portion seem to be very heavily postmarked. 

Amongst the Edwardians there are some 
very high value stamps (£10 and £20). Pos
sibly they had an occasional postal use, but 
it must have been very rare. If you can buy 
these at ten times their face value to-day you 
are lucky. 

Edwardians perforated N.G.R. were for 
official correspondence on the Government 
Railways. 

ZULULAND.-This territory had its own 
stamps from 1888 to 1898. The first stamps 
were those of Great Britain overprinted "Zulu
land." There were also M. and 6d. of Natal 
similarly overprinted and various fiscal stamps 
of Natal, some of high value, which were used 
postally. From 1894 to 1898 it had its own 
stamps, of the standard Victorian colonial 
pattern. The territory was annexed to Natal 
on 31st December, 1897, and the Zululand 
stamps ceased to be valid after 30th June, 
1898. 

NEW REPUBLIC.-This state, which cor
responded more or less in area with the dis
trict of Vryheid, had an independent existsnce 
from 1884 to 1888, when it was annexed by 
the Transvaal. It had its own stamps only 
from the beginning of 1886, but apparently 
before that date the stamps of the Transvaal 
were used in the territory as Z.A.R. stamps 
with Vryheid postmarks of 1885 are known, 
although they are very rare. 

The New Republic stamps were all hand
printed one by one with a rubber ·stamp on 
paper sent from Europe ready gummed and 
perforated. The great majority were printed 

I am dispersing a super 19th Century 

COLLECTION of BRITISH COLONIALS 
Selections of choice Mint or Used 

AFRICANS, AUSTRALIAN STATES, NEW ZEALAND, WEST INDIANS, Etc., 
on approval to medium and advanced collectors. These books can be s~lected from at 
ONE-THIRD of Catalogue price. Also a choice lot of EDWARDIAN and GEORGIAN 
issues, Mint or Superb Used, at over 50% off Catalogue. REFERENCES ESSENTIAL. 

J. BI RD .. 6 Westhill Road,. London,. S. W. 18,. England. 
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with violet ink. The paper of the stamps is 
either yellow or blue-granite in colour, some 
of the paper being plain, some of it with the 
arms of the state embossed. Many of the 
stamps have the date printed as part of the 
design, but not the later issues in February 
and March, 1887. The face values of the 
stamps range from ld. to 30s. Unused speci
mens are fairly common (probably the stock 
of remainders was bought up by dealers when 
the state went out of its separate existence), 
but genuinely used stamps are not so readily 
come by. 

After the Anglo-Boer war the territory 
which once was the New Republic was allotted 
to Natal. 

TRANSVAAL.-The postal history of the 
South African Republic and Transvaal, like 
that of the general history, is a complex but 
fascinating story. 

The printing of the first stamps of the 
Transvaal (1869) was entrusted by Postmaster 
Jeppe to a printer, Otto by name, in his home 
town in Mecklenburg. Dealers and collectors 
soon began to write for stamps and, as at that 
time the Transvaal treasury was practically 
empty and Otto had not been paid, J eppe told 
them to apply to Otto direct and thus squared 
his bill. Otto found this a too easy way to 
make money, however, and sold for his own 
benefit. 

J eppe then got Otto to send him the dies 
and a supply of the necessary printing 
material and made the stamps in the Trans
vaal. Otto kept some dies or duplicate die·s, 
however, and this accounts for the numerous 
reprints and forgeries which appeared on the 
market later on. 

There were no expert printers in the Trans
vaal in the early seventies and the stamps 
produced were very crude. Different printers 
were employed at various times ( Borrius, of 
Potchefstroom, P. Davis & Son of Pieter
maritzburg, and "The Stamp Co~nmission," of 
Pretoria), all using the original dies made by 
Otto. Their products can be identified by the 
varying quality of their work, the nature of 
the papers used, etc., but it is all a complex 
subject and needs a real expert to tell the 
different varieties and to distinguish between 
the genuine and the reprints and forgeries. 

At the first British occupation in 1877, 
stamps in stock and others printed from the 
same dies, but on various coloured papers, 
were overprinted V.R. TRANSVAAL. There 
is also a big variety of these. 

From August, 1878, to the end of the first 
occupation, there were in use stamps with the 
head of Queen Victoria. On regaining inde
pendence some of these stamps were sur
charged in Dutch. 

The firs.t ·stamps of the s2cond republic were 
of the same type as the originals but were 
perforated; these were in use from 1883 to 
1885. 

Mention has already been made of the fact 
that the early stamps were not valid for post
age outside of the Transvaal and covers bear
ing both Z.A.R. and Cape or Natal stamps 
are to-day much sought after. Another irre
gularity that frequently occurred was tem
porary shortages of some values and the bi
section of other higher values to make shift. 
This practice was not actually authorised be
forehand, but it was nass8d and such half 
stamps are valuable collectable items to-day. 

RARE BRITISH COLONIALS 

are my speciality 
The ideal methods of collecting is to have one of my 
approved selections of rare British Colonials beside 

your own collection. 

SELECTIONS SENT ON APPROVAL. 
TO ANY PART OF THE WORLD. 

The cheapest dealer in the World for British Colonial 
Rarities is : 

T. ALLEN 
FRINTON-ON-SEA, 

ESSEX - - ENGLAND. 
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To pass muster they must of course be well 
tied to the cover by the postmark. It is no 
use your c~tting one in half to-day and trying 
to pass this off as a real used "bisect." The 
old postmarks of the 1st Z.A.R. are also an 
interesting ·study and the location of some of 
the numbered postmarks (figures inside four 
concentric circles) has not yet been completed. 

From 1885 to the time of the Boer War 
there were _i~ use various issues, all printed in 
Holland ongmally. Occasion arose several 
times for surcharging locally with new values. 
Amongst these was the short lived issue in 
which the trek waggon was given two shafts 
by mistake instead of the single disselboom. 
These were in use for about a year, however, 
and are not rare. In 1895 there was issued 
the one and only "commemorative'' celebra
ting the introduction of penny postage. 

These issues from 1885 onwards have also 
unfortunately suffered badly from the subse
quent flooding of the market with forgeries 
or reprints so like the originals as to be al
most indistinguishable. This has ·spoilt the 
values in many cases. For instance, the £5 
staml?s are_ almos~ unsaleable to-day, as it is 
practically 1mposs1ble to say which are genuine 
and which are not. 

At the time of the second British occupa
tion in June, 1900, the current Z.A.R. stamps 
were overprinted V.R.I. and later a few with 
E.R.I. There was nothing like the crop of 
errors that occurred with the overprinting of 
the O.F.S. stamps, but there were a few 
( missing stops after letters and inverted over
prints, etc.). Later, however, there was ex
tensive forging of the overprint on the forged 
or reprinted Z.A.R. stamps and the issue had 
to be demonetized so that Transvaal V.R.I. 
stamps are not valid for postal purposes to
dav as the O.F.S. ones still are. 

The Edwardian issues have two rarities 
amongst them ( 1) a £5 stamp which is very 
rarelv seen in genuinely postally used ·state 
and in such condition is probably worth more 
even than unused. in which state it is cata
logued at £35. (2) Some of the ld. all scarlet 
were printed by mistake on the paper used 
for the Cape stamps (with the cabled anchor 
watermark). It is not definitely known how 
many sheets were thus printed, but only few 
stamps are known, all used, with either Johan
nesburg or Middelburg postmarks. This would 
suggest that one sheet went to each of these 
towns. 

Stamps overprinted C.S.A.R. w3re used for 
official correspondence on the Central South 
African Railways. 

SWAZILAND.-This little country also has 
an interesting po·stal history. Prior to 1889 
it had no nostal service and letters had to be 
taken over- the border and have Z.A.R. stamps 
affixed. 

From 1889-1895 the country was under the 
joint protection of Britain and the Z.A.R. 
and stamps of the latter country overprinted 
"Swaziland" were employed. Amongst thes~ 

are some interesting varieties such as no "d" 
and with the overprint inverted. 
. The country was incorporated in the Z.A.R. 
m 1895 and then the ordinary Z.A.R. stamps 
were used. Recognizable only by postmarks 
and desirable items. 

From June, 1900, to April, 1902, presumably 
the Transvaal V.R.I. stamps were used but on 
this point definite information is very desir
able. 

During the period of the Edwardian stamps, 
at all events, Swaziland was postally part of 
the Transvaal, and from 1910 to the end of 
1932, part of the Union. Stamps used in 
Swaziland, recognisable only by postmarks, 
are well worth collecting. Since the begin
ning of 1933 it has had its own stamps. In 
the Jubilee issue of 1935 the "extra flagstaff" 
variety is known. 

SOUTH-WEST AFRICA.-The first stamps 
of this territory as a German colony were 
issued in 1897, being current German stamps 
overprinted Deutsch-S'ti.dwest-Afrika. From 
1888 to 1897, however, there had been a 
postal service, the stamps employed being the 
ordinary German stamps of the period. These 
"Vorlaufer" (Forerunners) are good items to 
collect, and are very popular in Germany. In 
1898 there was a second overprinting of Ger
man stamps, this time with no hyphen be
t ween Stidwest and Afrika. 

In 1900 the German colonial issue with the 
yacht "Hohenzollern" appeared, being printed 

THE EMPIRE'S PREMIER 
PHILATELIC NEWSPAPER 

brings you week by week the latest and fullest 
stamp news, in word and picture. 

NEED WE SAY MORE ? 

On S,ale at the \Central News Agency Stall, 
Johannesburg Exhibtion, 1936. 

South African Representatives 
for Subscriptions and 

Advertisements:-

G. M. MORRIS 
(PTY.), LTD. 

P.O. Box 36, 

SIMONSTOWN, C.P. 
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SrfAMP COLLECTIONS FOR SA_LE 
(a) General caUection of over 5,100 varieties in large Schaubeck loose-leaf album, bound so'id ox-hide. 

'Strong in British, French, Portuguese and Ger man Colonials (mint values to 5 marks), also South 
and Central America, etc. Condition throughout exce!lent-mostly mint, and many r2a'ly goad stamps 
are included. Very high catalogue value. Price £20. 

(b) Silver Jubilee complete used on Gover, mostly first-day of Jubilee-day cance!lations, incl. all the 
rarities. Several duplicate items, in all 68 covers. This collection must be seen to be appreciated. 
Price on application. 

(c) Genenal Pictorial Collection, divided into Zoological, Botanic.al, Architecturai, Shipping, 'Scenery, etc., 
sections. Well over 700 stamps, values to 10/- and 5 Dollars, mostly unused. Very .attractive lot, 
with enormous educational value-in brand-new large loose.-leaf album. Price, £10. 

(d) Tnavel Collection (sceneries only), about 1,000 stamps in two yolumes. arranged in the form of a 
'v;orld travel. Remarkably fine kit, partly written up (in pencil), with many valuable stamps. 
Price £15. 

(e) Zo10!,ogic,3l 1Colle'ction, about 350 animal stamps, classified, mostly mint. Contains many scarce stamps. 
In brand-new album. Price 130/-. 

(f) Shipping ~nd Engineering Collection, valuable lot, about 200 varieties, with high values, in brand
new .album. Price 90/-. 

(g) General Pictorial Collectiion, similar to (c) but only about 440 stamps, mostly mint, attractive lot. 
Price £5 10s. Od. 

(h) British Colonial Collection, 415 different stamps, all mint, every stamp of face value 2½d. or equiva
lent, cataloguing up to 20/- each. Most unusual and valuable lot. Price £20. 

(i) Silver Jubilee complete mint (minus the Union and S.W.A. sets), 240 stamps, in first-class Souvenir 
album. Price £18 lOs. Od. 

A. LICHTENSTEIN, 
c/o Po;;;te Restant, E'mpire Exhibition P.O. 

(After Nov. 14th: Permanent address, Box 76, Rouxville, O.F.S.) 

A New Philatelic Handbook 

THE POSTAGE STAMPS OF 
THE UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA 

A Collector's Guide to Varieties and Values. 

A complete guide 
to the issues of the Union-

. from the FIRST UNION STAMP IN 1910 
to the JUBILEE SERIES of last year, with 

details of all varieties, major and minor, 
and a foreword by the HON. C. F. CLARKSON, 

Minister of Posts and Telegraphs. 

PRICE I 5. -
Postage 3d. extra. 

On sale at
Robertson's Stamp Depot, 
E'MPIRE EXHIBI'TION, 
Johannesburg. 

or, Hon. Secretary, 
Philatelic Society of Natal, 
Box 588, 
Durban. 
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on unwatermarked paper. In 1906 the same 
on paper 'with a lozenge watermark. 

After the occupation of S.W.A. by the Union 
in 1915, the territory was postally part of the 
Union until 1923, the ordinary Union stamps 
being used, and Union stamps thus " used 
abroad" are another good item to collect. 

From 1923 till 1931 Union stamps were sur
charged for use in South-West. There was 
a great variety in the size, type, and even the 
spelling of the surcharges, so that there is 
ample scope for the specialist in this period. 

Since 1931 they have had their own, pic
torial issue, and the Jubilee issue of 1935 bids 
fair to be one of the most valuable of all the 
Jubilee issues. 

ANGLO-BOER WAR ISSUES.-These are 
conveniently taken together. 

( 1) Republican issues. Mention has already 
been made under Orange Free State and 
Transval that stamps of these countries could 
be found having been used in northern Natal 
and Cape Colony during 1899 and the early 
part of 1900. They may have either specially 
made army post cancellations or cancellations 
of occupied civil post offices of either of the 
two colonies. When Vryburg was occupied 
there was a special surcharging of certain 
Cape stamps with "Z.A.R." 

During March and April, 1901, c;here was 
a provisional issue made at Pietersburg, the 
stamps being printed at the office of the local 
paper "De Zoutpansberg Wachter." The 
status of these stamps is ·sometimes queried, 
but there is no doubt but that they were 
officially authorised by Z.A.R. Government 
officials. Although Pretoria had been occu
pied and the Transvaal officially annexed, 
there was still a Z.A.R. Government in exis
tence, even if on the move and more or less in 
flight. They therefore had still a right to 
issue stamps even if it can not be claimed 
that the stamps were available for use 
throughout the whole territory they were sup
posed to be issued for. Indeed Pietersburg 
was the only office at which they were ever 
used. The remainders were all seized when 
the district was occupied by the British on 
9th April. To have been valid for use the 
stamps as printed had each to be initialled by 
the Controller of the Pietersburg office. 

(2) British issues. Accompanying the Bri
tish forces were special Army post offices 
which issued British stamps. One can get 
therefore various British stamps "used abroad" 
in S. Africa in these army post offices and 
letters with British stamps were also accepted 
in civil post offices (? whether by official 
arrangement, or as an act of grace), so that 
British stamps may be found with postmarks 
of various civil post offices in Natal, Cape, 
and, later on in the war, in the Orange River 
Colony and Transvaal. 

Stamps of these colonies were also accep
ted in the British Army post offices (again ? 
whether by official arrangement or as an act 
of grace), so that one finds -stamps of all four 
colonies with British army postmarks. 

The officially overprinted Free State and 
Z.A.R. stamps with V.R.I. and E.R.I. have al
ready been referred to. 

Temporary vicissitudes to British forces 
brought about several provisional issue·s. 

The best known of these are the l\!laf eking 
siege stamps. In the first place various Cape, 
Bechuanaland Protectorate and British Bechu
analand stamps were surcharged "Mafeking 
Besieged." The supply of these not lasting 
out, stamps were manufactured locally, made 
on engineers "blue print" paper. The ld. value 
had the design of an orderly on a bicycle and 
the. 3d. value the head of Baden-Powell. 

When Vryburg was re-occupied in May, 
1900, there was a special issue of four stamps 
of the Z.A.R. surcharged "V.R. Special Post." 

At Lydenburg, Rustenburg, Schweizer 
Reneke, Volksrust and W olmaranstad there 
were local issues during temporary sieges. In 
most cases these were Z.A.R. stamps sur
charged V.R. or V.R.I., but in different types 
from the general surcharging with V.R.I. At 
Schweizer Reneke there were two values of 
Cape stamps and four values of Z.A.R. stamps 
surcharged "Beseiged." 

UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA.-The four 
colonies, Cape, Natal, O.F.S. and Transvaal, 
were joined into the Union of South Africa 
on 31st May, 1910. Pending the issue of 
"Union" stamps the use of the stamps of any 
of the four uniting territories was authorised 
throughout the whole Union, and from 18th 
August, 1910, until 1st September, 1913, when 
the first permanent Union issues appeared, 
the stamps of the four Provinces were distri
buted indiscriminately throughout the Union. 
A very interesting collection may be mad-3 of 
these "Interprovincials," i.e., for example, 
stamps of Natal used b2tween the dates given 
in Cape, Natal itself, O.F.S. and Transvaal, 
and similarly for each of the other three pro
vinces. 

Prior to 1st September, 1913, the Union had 
only one stamp of its own, a large 2~ blue 
stamp issued on 4th November, 1910, com
memorative of Union and, incidentally, the 
first stamp issued with a portrait of King 
George. 

From 1913 to 1926 we had the King's head 
issues. Specialists can find plenty of varieties 
in shades, watermarks, minor printing errors 
and freaks to interest them. 

The pictorial sets since then, printed first 
in England, later in Pretoria, also provide 
plenty of provender for the specialist who finds 
more interest in the errors, freaks and ab
normalities than in the normals. 

The Voortrekker issue is what is sometimes 
described as "semi-postal," only half of what 
has to be paid for the stamp going towards 
postage. 

The Jubilee stamps of the Union were only 
on issue for two months and, no one antici
pating the rage there was to be for Jubilees 
in Britain and later in America, no great 
stocks of them were laid in and the value has 
risen enormously. In bilingual pairs an un
used set of face value ls. 9d. should fetch to
day at least twenty times its original cost. 
Why gamble in gold mines when you can get 
a return like this for stamps~ 
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Philatelic Societies 
in Johannesburg 

CHAPTER 2. 1899-1908. 
By J. H. HARVEY-PIRIE. 
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The second chapter in the somewhat 
chequered history of Johannesburg's philafelic 
societies has not been so easy to compile as th3 
first. Thanks to the paper published by Mr. 
T. Henderson in 1910, the story of the years 
1894-95 was readily obtainable (see South 
Af,ricnn Philatelist, ,July, 1934), but from that 
stage up till 1908 fragments have just had 
to be pieced together to make the framework 
of a story. 

From 1895 to 1899 organized philately in 
Johannesburg was like the snakes in Ireland-
non-existent. 

THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF 
JOHANNESBURG. 

This, the second of Johannesburg's phila
telic societies must have been formally con
stituted early in 1899. Its official title was 
"The Philatelic Society of Johannesburg," al
though it actually appears to have ken more 
frequently referred to as "The Johannesburg 
Philatelic Society." No minute books of this 
society have come down to us, but some cor
respondence has been preserved, also a Book
let of the Constitution and Rules and from the 
latter we can be certain of the name. 

Fortunately, however, two of the members, 
Messrs. A. J. Cohen and W. P. Cohen were 
also members of the London Philatelic So
ciety and they forwarded reports of the so
ciety's doings from time to time for publication 
in the London Philatelist. Thanks to these 
reports, and to some items extracted from the 
correspondence mentioned above, it has been 
possible to reconstruct to some Pxteni the his
tory and doings of this, the first, Philatelic 
Society of Johannesburg. 

Herewith follows in full the report as g·iven 
on p. 171 of Vol. VIII. (June number) of the 
London Philatelist:-

JOHANNE SBURG PHILATELIC SOCIETY. 
President: J. N. van Alphen, E•sq.; Hon. 

Secretary: Mr. H. P. Turner. 
A meeting of the memhers of the recently 

formed Philatelic Society of Johannesburg was 
held on Tuesday evening at the Society's 
Room, Reliance BuildingR, 51 Kerk Street, 
opposite the Grand National Hotel. 

After reading the minutes of the last meet
ing the members proceeded to complste the 
list of officers by election of a Chairman. The 
Society was eminently successful in obtaining 
the patronage of the Postmaster-General (Mr. 
J. van Alphen), who accepted the Hon. Presi
dentship. The following gentlemen were elec
ted_: Hon. Vice-Presidents, Messrs. A. van H. 

Fulleken, R. Lilienfeld and Gustav Sonn; 
Chairman, Mr. H. F. Thompson; Vice-Chair
man, Mr. M. Neuberger; Hon. Secretary, Mr. 
H. P. Turner; Hon. Assistant Secretary, Mr. 
A. M. Phillips; Hon. Treasurer, Mr. W. P. 
Cohen; Hon. Librarian Mr. A. J. Cohen; Supt. 
of Exchange, Mr. H. P. Turner; members of 
Executive Committee, Messrs. L. J. Moseley, 
C. Berger, S. H. Webb and Adolph Sonn. 

Although the intention of forming a society 
originated but a few weeks ago its inc2ption 
has met with great success, the membership 
already exceeding fifty. The society intends to 
make the Exchange Packet one of its chief 
features, having decided to have three distinct 
circuits, namely, a local packet, a South Af
rican packet ( for distribution all over South 
Africa), a foreign packet (for distribution 
a bro~d). It was decided to hold fortnight]y 
meetmgs on the second and fourth Tuesday 
in each month, at the above rooms. · 

Publishers are requested to send copies of 
philatelic literature with a view to subscrip
tion thereto. 

The Secretary will be pleased to hear from 
other societies in South Africa or abroad de
sirous of collaborating with this one. 

Those desirous of joining will please com
municate with the Hon. Secretary, H. P. Tur
ner, P.O. Box 917, Johannesburg S.A,R. 

From the correspondence it was learned that 
Mr. J. H. Curle had declined the post of Viet·· 
President on: the grounds that he was too much 
away from Johannesburg. Even thus early he 
was apparently on the way to becoming the 
world roamer he later became, but, as a phil
atelist he must already have been well known 
or he would not have been invited to occupy 
such a position. 

This is the sole reference to doings in 1899 
and presumably the Society had to suspend its 
activities on or before the outbreak of war in 
October of that year. 

Resuscitation of the society must have taken 
place at, or a little before the cessation of 
hostilities, for we find the next reference in 
the June number of the London Philatelist 
of 1902. 

Here follow abstracts from the reports to 
be found in that magazine at various dates 
from 1902 to 1910, covering the society's ac
tivities and extending into the period of its 
amalgamation with "The Transvaal Philate:iic 
Society" as "The Johannesburg United Phila
telic Society":-

Vol. XI. 1902. June, p. 156.-A meeting for 
the purpose of reorganising the J ohannesburo· 
Philatelic Society (sic!) took place la tel; 
(from correspondence the date can be fixed as 
April 29), in the old club room, Reliance 
Bldgs., Mr. Thompson presided. Reference 
was made to the death of Mr. Turner, late 
secrntary, and Mr. Clements. Office bearers 
were elected and a discussion took place as to 
the recognition of the Pietersburg issue. 

Vol. XII. 1903.-Nil. 
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Vol. XIII. 1904. p. 189.-Annual meeting 
held on May 4 at the Masonic Hotel. Present: 
Mr. M. Neuberger in Chair, Messrs. S. Klags
brun, C. E. Lawson, A. G. Cohen, F. H. Bren
nan, A. Law, H. H. Robinson, E. Harford, A. 
Syme, W. W. Green, W. R. Cohen1 A. Sonni 
F. H. Ansell, and W. G. Byron, Actg. Sec. 

Annual Report and Balance Sheet. 42 mem
bers, a decrease of 7 compared with last year. 
Credit £33 4s. 8d. 

Elected M. Neuberger Chairman, S. A. 
Klagsbrun Vice-Chairman. Committee, E. 
Harford, C. R. Schuler, Dr. F. H. Brennan, 
Hon. Sec., W. ,G. Byron (Box 49G7), Hon. 
Treas. and Supt. of Exchange, W. P. Cohen. 
p.p. 211, 234, 286: Reports of meetings of May 
L 7, June 21, July G, August Hi and Septembr:r 
n. Nothing of any special interest. 

From the correspondence it seems that th~' 
society was threatened in this year with a law
suit over the sale of certain stamps. The mat
ter was settled out of court, however. 

Vol. XIV. 1905. p. 160. (June No.) .--Rupo,rl 
of meeting at Masonic Temple on March 21, 
Mr. Neuberger in chair. 11 members and 7 
visitors present. A. Cohen presented stamps 
to collection to value of £9. p. 243 ( Oct. No.) 
Noted that visiting members of the British 
Association to be invited to attend a meeting-. 

Vol. XV. 1906. p. 190 (J·uly No.)--C. R 
Schuler's Ann. Rep. for year 1905-6 given in 
full. Members, 34. Meetings, 23. Vice-Presi
dent, M. P. Vallent;ine. Hon. Sec, I. Glasser. 
An exhibit was shown in the Technical In
stitute in August and September m honour of 
the British Association Society's collection, 
1,790 stamps and a collection of reprints 1 

forgeries, etc. Financial position satsfactory. 
Numerous letters are extant from Sir Henry 

McCallum, who was Governor of Natal at this 
time and was evidently a very keen philatelist. 

Vol XVI. 1907. p. 304. (Dec. No.) .-Notes 
of two meetings in October and November, Mr. 
Schuler presiding. Proposed formation of a 
Junior Society as a branch of the P.S. of J. 
noted. Also that Fellowship of the Royal Phil
atelic Society had been attained by Messrs. A. 
J. and W. P. Gohen (Hon. Librarian and Hon. 
Treasurer respectively of the Society.) 

H.E. The Governor-General, Lord Selborne, 
was Hon. President of the Society at this time. 

Vol. XVII. 1908.-Nil. 
Vol. XVIII. 1909.-Nil 
Vol. XIX. 1910 (Oct. N,o.)-The August 

meeting of the J.U.P.S. was poorly attended. 
That of September 13 was very successful. 
"Hon. Sec." · 

THE TRANSVAAL PHILATELIC 
SOCIETY, 1906-08. 

No actual Minute Book of this Society ap
pears to be in existence but there has come 
down by inheritance to the Philatelic Society 
of Johannesburg a contemporary scrap-book 
containing Syllabusses, Annual Reports, Pro
posals for Membership and numerous press 
cuttings (mostly dated) giving reports of 
meetings, etc., and from these it is possible to 

get a pretty good idea of the life and work 
of the Society. Here it is in fairly condensed 
form:-

The inaugural meeting was held in the Alex
andra Tea Rooms, Rissik Street,_ on Tuesday, 
8th May, 1906, and the Society formally con
stituted. It was intended to be run on the 
lines of a social club, and collectors only, not 
dealers, were eligible for membership .. ( It _is 
to be noted however, that at a meetmg 111 

November, i906, Mr. M. P. Vallentine was in 
the chair. Was he not a dealer then?) It was 
not intended to be in opposition to the already 
existing Philatelic Society of Johannesburg 
and indeed the relationships between the two 
bodies appeared always to be friendly-they 
could scarcely have been otherwise seeing that 
the two executives contained a preponderance 
of mmbers common to both. 

Sir H. E,. McCallum, Governor of Natal. 
w.as the Patron. The Presidentship was left 
vacant at first, Messrs. C. E. Hawley and T. 
Henderson being elected Vice-Presidents. M:t. 
Rollo T. Ford was Hon. Sec., Miss Robertson, 
Asst. Hon. Sec., Mr. J. C. Hand, Hon, 'l'"<:as. 
with Messrs. A. J. Cohen, J. M. Draibly, and 
J. A. Ornstein additional members of Com
mittee. 

At the 1st General Meeting, on January 8, 
1907, Mr. T. Henderson was elected President. 

At the Annual General Meeting held on 
14th May, 1907, the loss of Messrs. Draibly 
and Hawley to the Society was reported. Both 
had left South Africa. The latter was elected 
an Hon. Member and Co-Pa'tron with Sir H. 
McCallum, who had also left, for Ceylon. Mr. 
Henderson was re-elected President and Mr. 
A. J. Cohen became Vice-President. 

At the next Annual General Meeting (May, 
1908), there were no changes of importance 
in the Office Bearers. 

It is clear, therefore, that Mr. T. Henderson 
was the one and only President of the Society 
throughout its short existence. 

The final newspaper cutting (undated, but 
about the middle of 1908 from internal evi
dence) states that a union is about to occur 
between the two local Philatelic Societies ar.d 
that it only remains for them to meet later on 
in the season as one, to accept the new con
stitution prepared by a joint committee and to 
elect an executive body for the "Johannesburg 
United Philatelic Society." 

The membership appears to have been round 
about 25, a few being country members-E. 
Tamsen we noted as one of the latter. The 
meetings were on the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month, a heritage which has come down to us, 
dnd at the meetings, in addition to the ordin
ary exhibits of stamps, they appear to have 
been really very active in the reading of 
papers. 

Three special objects appear to have en
gaged their attention but only one of these 
came to fruition, viz., the establishment of a 
South African Journal of Philately, and even: 
that ~was not very long lived. The others were~ 
the holding of a South African Philatelic Ex-
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hibition and the need of a "Standard Cata
logue." Work on this, so far as African stamps 
were concerned, seems to have been started in 
collaboration with the "Durban Soctety," hut 
I do not seem to remember having seen any 
result in print. 

An interesting item in the scrap book is a 
card with a printed Ode t.o -;;he Tranwvaal 
Philatelic Society. This was composed for and 
read to members and their friends at the 1st 

. Annual Dinner held in "The Balcony" on 26th 
December, 1906. The author was Mr. A. J. 
Cohen. It is in his usual somewhat whimsical 
style and ingeniously works in the names of 
most of the office-bearers-that the idea is 
clever is a view with which you'll co hen cide ! 

CORONATION STAMPS. 
Although most of the Dominions are going 

to have special Coronation stamps it has been 
stated that there will be no "commemoratives" 
for the Crown Colonies. New stamps will 
appear in most of them about coronation time, 
but they will form part of the new permanent 
series and will be confined to three low values 
in common use. 

It is also said that they will be of a com
mon design throughout. 

It is interesting to note that Basutoland, 
Bechuanaland and Swaziland do not figure on 
the list of colonies for which they are being 
prepared. Are they to be supplied from the 
Union, we wonder? 

"PHILATELY GONE MAD." 
We have received the 1936 number· of the 

Jamaica Philatelist, and take the liberty of 
reprinting a paragraph which apears in it 
under the above heading. It copies a dealer's 
advertisement from an E,nglish philatelic mag-

azine, of which we quote the relevant parts, 
with the .Jamaican commentary. 

"Offer of South African .Jubilee vnrietie's," 
ld. block of 6 with cleft skull. 
ld. block of 6 with gashed e,ar. 
Set in pairs with PIMPLE on the head. 

There now, what do you think of that'? 
Broken skulls, chewed ears tmd pimples of
fered quite seriously as philatelic varieties 
of real interest and importance? why, in some 
of the older issues of some countries, it is 
not difficult to find copies showing broken 
arms, bandy legs, knock knees and things of 
the kind . . . A flat foot, a broken nose, a 
black eye, all of these should pass as items 
of absorbing interest, and they are all there 
to be found. 

Presumably the writer thinks he is being 
funny. Perhaps the nomenclature is a little 
unfortunate in the case of the "pimple," but 
apparently he is unaware that these particu
Jar varieties are of more importance than 
minor varieties such as "double flag poles" 
as they do provide the clues to the various 
printings. 

HOW THEODORE CHAMPION STARTED. 

The story of how the business of Stanley 
Gibbons started with the purchase of a sack
ful of Cape triangulars from a sailor at Ply
mtmth is well known. In the P hila.tel-ic 
Trader of August 14 is told the story of Th. 
Champion, the leading French dealer-and, 
incidentally, possessing also a very famous 
private collection. At the mature age of seven 
he found he could sell a collection for the 
magnificent sum of 10 francs ... This started 
him off on his philatelic career. 

CAN YOU SEND US ALL 
The PRE-STAMP COVERS 

YOU CAN FIND? 
WANTED BY THE 100, 1,000, HUNDREDWEIGHT OR TON 

PAYMENTS OVER £25 CABLED. 

ROBSON LOWE LTD., 96 REGENT STREET, LONDON W.1. 
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Hd. STAMP. 
The new Hd. stamp appeared on Thursday, 

12th November, without warning. The day be
fore it was known that stocks had been dis
tributed to the various post offices, but even 
then the local officials did not know definitely 
when the stamps were to be released for sale. 

Although issued for the special purpose of 
paying inland rate on air mail letters, it is 
not reserved for this and cannot be classified 
as an air mail stamp. 

The main portion of the design is in a deep 
bluish green and depicts a mine shaft head
gear and dump. On either side of the tablet 
of value is a cornucopia spilling fruit, and an 
inset on either side near the top shows winged 
springboks. Neither symbol seems to be really 
fittting in a mining scene. 

The background is in pale gold, showing 
Johannesburg's skyscrapers and there are two 
very faint aeroplanes overhead. 

The stamps are printed in sheets of 120 
(20 horizontal rows of 6), with sheet num
bers twice on tne righ-hand side. Perf., 14. 

The stamps have rather a weak label-like 
effect and we cannot offer any congratulations 
on either design or production. 

On a number of sheets seen at JIPEX on 
the day of issue, many of the stamps had 
the shading on the mine dump almost or en
tirely lacking, but this has not been noted on 
sheets seen since then. A minor error, which 

appears to be constant, occurs on stamp No. 
66, the tall chimney by the mine dump show
ing a break. 

JIPEX SHEETS. 
The issue of JIPEX sheets, according to the 

official figures supplied by the P.M.G., was:
½d. sheets . . . . . . . . . . 105,189 
ld. sheets . . . . . . 127,554 

No errors in the overprint or in the inscri p
tional margins have been noted. There was 
some temporary excitement when it was 
thought that stamps with "1938" instead of 
"1936" had been found, but closer examina
tion with a lens and strong light made it 
quite clear that they were merely specimens 
in which the printing was a little heavier and 
the ink had run slightly and more or less 
closed the "6." This gave, to the naked eye, 
the suggestion of an "8." Various grades of 
this closure may be found, but there are no 
real " 8"s. Ten shillings was offered for one 
specimen-and refused. Next morning, after 
examination with a microscope, the offer was 
withdrawn, much to the regret of the would
be seller. 

JIPEX sheets (and, of course, the ordinary 
booklet sheets) were printed in panes of 21-
seven horizontal rows of three. 

In the case of the ld. sheets there are 21 
different varieties according to the setting of 
the advertisements. Of these, 14 occur with 
the perforations running right through all 
four margins, in the other seven the perfora
tions do not run through the right-hand inar
gin. (This last statement does not apply to 
the ordinary booklet sheets, from which the 
right hand margin has been trimmed). 

In the case of the ½cl. sheets there are only 
ten different settings of the advertisements, 
all of which occur with the perforations run
ning through all four margins. Four of 
these also occur with the perforations not run
ning through the right hand margin. 

To make up the 21 sheets, in the case of the 
§d. certain settings of advertisements are re
peated, there being in the pane, as in the case 
of the ld., 14 sheets with perforations running 
through all four margins and seven sheets 
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with the perforations not running through the 
right hand margin. There are therefore four 
repeats among the sheets perforated through 
on all sides and three repeats among the sheets 
with perforations not running through the 
right margin. 

A study of plating the stamps is being 
undertaken, and it is hoped from this that 
it will soon be possible to identify the posi
tion of each sheet (JIPEX and ordinary book
let) on the panes. 

There has b::en more than one quality of 
paper used for the sheets of Jipex stamps and 
the;re are also some differences to be noted 
in the thickness of the overprint and in the 
spacing between the overprints. Thes8 dif
ferences may be explicable by the method of 
printing. It is hoped that further information 
will be obtainable on this point. 

CORONATION STAMPS. 
Some time ago it was reported that the 

Union's set of Coronation stamps would run 
up to 10s. in value. A protest against a tem
porary issue going to such values was sent 
from the Philatelic Congress to the Minister 
of Posts and, whether as a result of this or 
quite independently, we do not know, Senator 
Clarkson has since stated in the public press 
that the highest value in the set would be 6d. 
This is good news. 

Still later, an official letter from the De
partment states that the coronation set will 
consist of M., ld., Hd., 3d. and ls. values, 
the last being introduced mainly for use on 
telegrams. 

A photograph of the proposed design has 
been published. There is a head of The King, 
similar to that on the new British stamps, at 
the top "CORONATION" and at the bottom 
"SOUTH AFRICA." In the top left corner is 
a crown and in the bottom left a tablet of 
value. On either side a border of Protea 
flowers. Presumably there is a corresponding 
Afrikaans stamp. 

THE LATE I. GLASSER. 
Mr. I. Glasser passed away with tragic sud

denness on the 3rd November. He was one of 
the old brigade in Johannesburg philatelic 
circles, having been Hon. Secretary of the 
(1st) Philatelic Society of Johannesburg so 
far back as 1905. Ever since then he had been 
an ardent society member and frequently an 
office-bearer, a very regular attendant at 
meetings and often an exhibitor. 

JIPEX may be said to owe its inception to 
him, for it was he who formally proposed in 
1934. that an exhibition should be held con
temporaneously with the city's Jubilee celebra
tions. Had he not been in ill health he would 
doubtless have taken an active part in the 
work of preparing for the exhibition; he was 
actually requested to take on the secretaryship 
of the Exhibition Committee but was unable 
to do so. 

An exhibitor and prize winner at the Ex
hibition, he was present on the opening day, 
and next day, gone. 
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MAFEKING AND GIBRALTAR ERRORS. 
The Editor, 

S.A. Philatelist, 
Sir, 

The article in your September number on 
Mafeking Siege stamps recalls that in my col
lection is an error consisting of S.G. 10 in 
which both the "G" from Mafeking and the 
"D" from Besieged are missing, thus 
"MAFEKIN" "BESIE.GE." This can't be a 
constant but has probably been caused by a 
small strip of paper intervening during- the 
process of printing but the record may inter
est those who collect Maf ekings. 

While on the subject of unrecorded varie
ties I may mention one I came across accident
ally in the form of a Bermuda 4d. stamp post
marked "Gibraltar" ( S.G. 3) but without over
print. 

Unlike the Mafeking stamp this does open 
up a wide field for conjecture. Was a sheet 
of the Bermudas issued in Gibraltar without 
overprint or with misplaced overprint leaving 
some stamps without? Or is it simply off a 
letter from Bermudas to Gibraltar that had 
missed the cancellation only to have it applied 
at its destination? 

The watermark of the stamp is "C.C." 
whereas Gibbons give "C.A." for the ,vhole cf 
the overprinted set. \Vhen one finds, however, 
that the date of issue in Gibraltar was 1886 
while the 4d. C.A. came into use in Bermucla 
only in 1904, there appears to be a possibility 
of the "cat." having tripped. Not Iiiwing any 
of the Gibraltar stamps, I must leave that -
question to others; I have merely brought it 
up as an item worth noting. 

Unfortunately the postmark does not give 
the year at all clearly though ft appears to 
be 1891-Mar 31-91. 

Yours, etc., 
C. H. THORNTON. 

PRINTS FROM THE OLD Z.A.R. DIES. 
The statement which appeared in the public 

press that the Johannesburg Philatelic Society 
was issuing a set of "reprints" from the Otto 
dies was unauthorised and incorrect. 

These dies, which were exhibited at JIPEX, 
are in the custody of the Transvaal Museum. 
Much interest was shown in them as few had 
previously known of their existence and hopes 
were expressed that prints from them might 
be made available for students of the old 
Transvaal stamps. 

The Museum authorities and the Postmaster
General have been approached on the subject 
and it is hoped that it will be found possible 
to have sets of prints made. They will not, 
of course, be "reprints" as the dies have been 
properly defaced, but they will be very valu
able for comparing actual stamps with genuine 
prints from the original plates. 
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Philatelic Congress of Southern Africa 
November 7th, 1936. 

( Abridged Minutes of Meeting). 

Present: Dr. J. H. Harvey Pirie (in the 
Chair), Mr. H. J. Lenton, Postmaster-General. 

Congress Executive: Messrs. W. Redford, 
S. A. Klagsbrun, A. E. Basden, J. M. Scho
field, W. J. Harrington, E. C. Sprighton. 

Delegates: Philatelic Society of Johannes
burg-Messrs. Skinner, Hansen, Demasius, Dr. 
Kaplan; Pretoria Philatelic Society-Messrs. 
Hawke, Dr. Broughton, Blockey, Watson; Cape 
Town Philatelic Society-Messrs. Axer, Alex
ander, Wyndham; East London Philateuic Soci
ety-Messrs. Courlander, Thornton; O.F.S. and 
Basutoland Philatelic Society-Messrs. Lewis, 
Gilbert; Philatelic Society of Natal-Messrs. 
Hampson, Lovejoy, Maskell, Simpson; East 
Rand Philatelic Society-Messrs. Larsen, 
Sulkje; Rhodesian Philatelic Society-B. L. R. 
Fox. 

Also the following: Messrs. Vallance, Har
per, Grier, Terrason, Tamsen, Tucker, Green. 

The Congress was opened by Mr. H. J. Len
ton, Postmaster-General. 

In his speech he said:-
When I was asked to open this Congress I 

hesitated a good deal before agreeing to do so. 
We have had so much trouble with philatelists 
that when my clerk says that Mr. B. asks if 
he may come and see me, or D.P. wants to 
speak on the telephone, or Mr. R. has called 
and left me a cigar while I was out, I always 
wonder "now what infernal thing are these 
people wanting to involve me in this time," so 
you see I thought that if I came along to this 
Congress and found that, after having per
suaded me against my will to have a special 
stamp to commemorate the opening of your 
Exhihbition you were now going to try and 
get another one to close it with, I might be 
able to put my foot down firmly before the 
matter went too far. 

The Minister the other day gave such a fine 
address on philately that it would be some
thing like an anticlimax for me so soon after
wards to attempt to say anything about the 
interest, extent and value of the hobby, but I 
want· to refer to one thing Mr. Clarkson said. 
He made a distinction between stamp collec
tors and philatelists. The latter seem to be 
a higher and more esoteric class, and being 
accustomed to thinking in Civil Service terms 
I should like to know how you deal with the 
difficult question of promotion to the higher 
class. Perhaps in view of the very fine col
lections brought to light by this Exhibition you 
may be considering the institution of a still 
higher degree, such for instance as an order 
of "Master of Philately." The only thing 
about this would be that when members of 

such an order came to use the letters M.P. be
hind their names there might be a certain 
amount o_f confusion with other people who 
use the title M.P., but looking around at the 
members of the Conference here I believe that 
it would not be difficult to pick out the 
Masters of Philately by their appearance of 
keen and microscopic concentration even if 
they did not carry a badge such as ~ pair of 
forceps crossed with a perforation guage. 

As I said on a previus occasion at Durban, 
I found to my great surprise that the word 
"Philately" has the most curious derivation 
coming from two Greek words, the one mean~ 
ing "love" and the other "free of tax." If 
philatelist_s are people who love to get off 
scot free 111 regard to taxes, then it seems to 
me that some day the Commissioner of Inland 
Revenue may be after you. Perhaps it may 
m~an that philatelists would love to have 
their letters carried for nothing, in which case 
it would be evident that they are people whom 
I must keep an eye on. 

Well, Mr. President, you must allow me to 
have my little joke against philatelists in 
order to keep up the attitude that I have al
ways adopted, and necessarily so, I think, in 
my official relations with them, but I would 
like to say that I have really the greatest re
spect for the enthusiasm and interest with 
which you pursue your hobby, and I trust 
that this Congress, which I now formally de
clare open, will be a great success. 

A vote of thanks to Mr. Lenton was canied 
by acclamation. 

Reference was then made by the President 
to the deaths of two exhibitors, Mr. de Raay, 
of Amsterdam, and lYlr. Glasser, of Johannes
burg, members of Congress expressing their 
sympathy by standing for a few minutes in 
silence. 

Before Congress settled down to the busi
ness agenda, Mr. Emil Tamsen gave a few 
reminiscences of stamp printing in the early 
days in the Transvaal. He said that the 
sheets, ink and printing-plates came from 
overseas and had to be printed on an ordinary 
hand-press. The Postmaster-General would 
have nothing to do with the business and the 
Treasurer-General was the first to be per
suaded to do the printing. The first efforts 
were unsuccessful, and many amusing inci
?ents took. place in connection with the print
mg of stamns until a Stamp Commission had 
been created with a newspaper man at the 
head of it. 

Dr. Kaplan moved an unopposed vote of 
thanks to the organizing committee of the Ex-
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hibition. Dr. Pirie accepted the motion, al
though it did not really form part of the busi
ness of Congress, but it gave him an oppor
tunity of saying that the committee were by 
no means entirely pleased with the arrange
ments. Two t}J.ings had made matters difficult 
for them. (1) That control was not entirely 
in their hands, but partly in those of the Em
pire Exhibition authorities, and divided con
trol was always awkward. (2) That the 
energies of several of their members, which 
had been meant to be devoted to the exhibi
tion proper, had been entirely absorbed by 
.Jipex stamp orders. This explained, even if 
it did not excuse, why some things had not 
gone quite as smoothly as they would have 
wished. 

REPORT OF OFFICERS OF EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE. 

Mr. Redford said that the Executive's Re
port was not too bright. Their present system 
of procedure was unsatisfactory, in that it 
did not make for co-operation. In actual 
practice it appeared that Congress work had 
really come down to work between the Johan-
11esburg, Reef and Pretoria Societies. He did 
not blame the coastal societies for that posi
tion, and also did not think that the societies 
could really blame the Executive either, but 
pointed out that it was one of those extremely 
difficult matters which show themselves only 
in the light of actual experience, and said that, 
incidentally, a motion which was to come up 
from the Natal Society, to his mind, deserved 
very serious consideration by the Congress, as 
it undoubtedly had possibilities of improving 
a position which the Executive did not con
:sider satisfactory. 

In reply to Mr. B. L. R. Fox (Rhodesia) on 
the question of co-operation of societies, he 
said that what they wanted was that the differ
ent societies should take more interest in the 
way of asking questions, to make more noise, 
and even to criticise more, but that whatever 
else they did, he wanted them to feel that 
they were part and parcel of Congress and to 
know that they were just as much interested 
as the societies here in the Transvaal. 

SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST. 
The position of the Congress magazine, "The 

South African Philatelist," was still not as 
good as it should be. WitJ:i the_ exce:ption of 
two societies, the support given 1t by its own
ers was not what it should be; in some cases 
not half the members were subscribers. 

For two years now, however, the magazine 
had paid its way, and the loss on the earlier 
years had been slightly reduced, but in any 
new arrangement come to between the socie
ties in the way of co-operation, the position 
of this magazine would have to be borne in 
mind. 

MOTIONS FROM AFFILIATED 
SOCIETIES. 

( 1) The motion from Bloemfontein that 
more philatelic news from Southern Africa 
should be published in the "South African 

Philatelist" ended in an amendment that each 
society should form a reporting committee to 
supply such news. This was unanimously 
agreed to. The editor trusts the news will 
come in; if it does, it will be published. 

Mr. Fox reported that the Rhodesia Society 
had in mind the publication of a Check List for 
S. Rhodesia, and asked if it were considered 
that this should be done through Con~ress. 
The answer was in the affirmative. 

(2) High Value Coronation Stamps.-Whilst 
welcoming Coronation Stamps, the published 
statement that they would run to 10s. in value 
was agreed by all members to be exploitation, 
and it was decided to send a protest to the 
Minister. ( Since then it has been stated in 
the public press that the values will not exceed 
6d.-Ed.). 

( 3) Bilingual Stamps.-Congress agreed to 
petition the Minister of Posts to consider the 
desirability of returning to bilingual stamps 
for the Union, instead of continuing the pre
sent practice of having two umlingual stamps 
of each value. 

( 4) Reorganization of Congress.-The pro
posal from Durban that Congress be re-organ
ized was very sympathetically received, but 
many difficulties, particularly financial, were 
pointed out. It was finally agreed that a com
mittee ( one representative from each society) 
should corresuond on the matter, and draw up 
an amended constitution to be submitted to 
the next meeting of Congress. 

INVITATION FOR NEXT YEAR'S 
CONGRESS. 

Mr. A. E. Basden (Pretoria) extended an 
invitation to hold Congress in Pretoria if 
Cape Town or other societies were unable to 
do so. 
ELECTION OF CONGRESS EXECUTIVE 

COMMITTEE. 
It was proposed, seconded and carried, that 

the Committee be re-elected en bloc. 
GENERAL. 

The Chairman read a letter from the Presi
dent of the International Federation of Phila
tely, suggesting that the Philatelic Congress 
of Southern Africa should join this body, and 
pointed out that this Federation up to now 
had only confined its activities to Europe and 
North America, and that this country and 
Brazil were the first outside of the northern 
hemisphere who had been invited to join this 
Federation. 

It was agreed that Congress should become 
affiliated to the F.I.P. 

Congress then adjourned to see the film "The 
King's Stamp," which had been sent out by 
the British Post Office. It was afterwards 
announced that the film would be available for 
other Societies to see, and applications were 
received from Pretoria and Cape Town. 

RESEARCH PROGRAMMES. 
Major Harrington reported on Rhodesia and 

stated that it was hoped to get a handbook 
(Continued on page 194) 
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South African Postal Slosans 
By B. L. CAIRNCROSS and A. HILTON SYDOW. 

[Mr. Cairncross and Mr. Sydow submitted 
lists of slogans independently. As the two 
papers covered much the same ground, they 
kindly agreed to collaborate in preparing the 
list which follows.-Ed.J 

As a result of Mr. Werner's article on this 
subject in the May issue, a new list of South 
African Postal Slogans has been prepared and 
is appended. 

That there are numbers of minor varieties 
in our Union slogans will appear from this 
list, which, it is feared, may still not be com
plete. The majority of these varieties consist 
of differences in the spacing of the names in 
the date circles, in the use of red "paid" can
cellations with similar differences in spacing, 
and in the use of triangles containing abbre
viations such as CT for Cape Town, JH for 
Johannesburg, DN for Durban, etc. 

There are also numbers of errors. One of 
these is an inverted Nov. in the date of the 
Durban slogan of 1927 "Tour South Africa." 
In the Cape Town Jubilee slogan the one date 
circle is inscribed 1934 and the other 1935. 

Other interesting covers consist of such 
items as two different slogans on one envelope, 
double printed slogans and slogans appearing 
at the bottom as well as at the top of the 
envelope. These, of course, are caused by the 
envelopes in question being put through the 
machine for a second time. 

Slogans which differ only in detail, such an in 
the spelling of "Sertifikate" and "Certifikaten" 
or in the use of the word "N ywerhede" for 
"Industriee," have not been separated under 

different heads, as it is considered that there 
would be no advantage in doing so, while the 
apparent number of slogans would be unduly 
increased. 

There are three other cancellations which 
might conceivably have been added to the list. 
They are (1) "Transvaal" twice perpendicu
larly between the date stamps, with eight 
horizontal bars. This appeared in Johannes
burg in 1910 and 1911. (2) "Union of South 
Africa-Unie van Zuid Afrika" in one line, 
English above, between date stamps. This. 
was used at Cape Town in May, 1912, in 
Johannesburg in September and October, 1912, 
in Durban in February and May, 1913, and in 
Port Elizabeth in February, 1913. Durban 
used four date stamps, numbers 1, 2, 3 and 4. 
(3) "Paquebot" in Cape Town in 1922, 1933» 
1934, 1935 and 1936. 

1. BUY UNION LOAN CERTIFICATES
KOOP UNIE LENINGSSERTIFIKATE. 

a. Pretoria. 
" Certifikaten." 

1. In two lines. Dec. 1919. 
2. In two lines, with six bars. Feb. 1926. 
3. As No. 2, but with Pretoria more 

spaced. Apr. 1930. 
4. As No. 3, but in red. Jun. 1929. 

" Sertifikate." 
5. In three llnes. Jun. 1923-Aug. 1923. 
6. As No. 5, but with Pretoria more 

spaced. Mar. 1924. 

(Continued on pa,ge 194). 

CAN YOU SEND US ALL 

The PRE-STAMP COVERS; 
YOU CAN FIND? 

WANTED BY THE 100, 1,000, HUNDREDWEIGHT OR TON 

PAYMENTS OVER £25 CABLED. 

ROBSON LOWE LTD., 96 REGENT STREEL LONDON W.1. 

 Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022 



186 THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST December, 1936. 

•••••••••••••••••••••• ■■ r 

N e\\r Issue Chronicle 

BELGIUM.-New types-Portraits of Ki~g 
Leopold III., no watermark. 70c. sepia. 
Photogravure printing. Perf. 14 comb. lf. 
rose carmine. Photogravure printing. 
Perf. 14 comb. fl.75c. deep blue. Line en
graved printing. Perf. 14 x 13~ line. 

BELGIAN CONGO. - Charity, issued in 
memory of Queen Astrid. Photogravure 
printing, perf. lH. lf25+5c. sepia; 
lf50+10c. carmine; 2f50+25c. blue. 

RU ANDI URUNDI.-Ditto. 
BIJAWAR.-S.G. type 1. portrait of Mahara

jah Sir Sawraut Singh Ju Deo. Typographed, 
rouletted 7. 3 pies, dark brown. 

BRAZIL.-Further values of Carlos Gomes 
Centenary set. Line eng. p. 11. 300r. sepia; 
500r. rose. Diamond format, central design 
being medallion of head surrounded by in
scription "1836 BRASIL CORREIO 1936 
CENTENARIO DE CARLOS GOMES." 
700r. orange brown, "IL GUARANY" type. 

CZECHO-SLOV AKIA.-1936 new pictorial, 
Line engraved by Rotary press, no water
mark, perf. 12½. 1K20 mauve, Muracevo 
Palanok; 1K50 carmine, Banska Bystrica; 
2K blue grn., Zvikov; 2K50 blue, Streono; 
3K brown, Cesky Raj; 3K50 purple, Slav
kov u B; 4K purple, Lazne Podebrady; 5K 
green, Olomouc; lOK blue, Bratislava. 

DENMARK.-Church Reformation Commem
orative. Both have view of Nickolas Church, 
Copenhagen. 5o green. 7o purple. 

ECUADOR-Woodchopper type. 3c blue. 
Darwin Centenary, overprinted "OFPICIAL" 
5c deep sage green, lOc brown, 20c purple, 
1$ carmine red, 2$ deep blue. 

FRANCE.-Paris International Exhibition 
1937 Commemorative. Perf. 14 x 13½. 20c 
brt. magenta, 30c blue green, 40c pu~ple 
blue, 50c red orange, 90c rose ~armrne, 
lf50 dp. ultramarine. Commemoratrng con
quest of the South Atlantic by air. Line 
.engraved. Perf. 13, no wmk. lf50 dp. blue 
(Upright), l0fr dp. g~n. (Transverse). 

GERMANY. - .Constitution Day Commemor
ative. Photogravure printing of design
Show of hands to the swastika. Perf. 14. 
6pf green, 12pf carmine_. Winterhilf swerk 
Charity stamps, new set issued on 21st Sep., 
1936. Line engraved, pictorial views of 
various railway bridges. No wmk. Perf. 14. 
3+2pf sepia, Munchen-Reichsgrenze; 6+4pf 
deep green, Bridge over Saale; 12+6pf c~r
mine, German Alpenstrasse; 25+15pf m-
digo, Bridge over Mangfall. . . . 

GREAT BRITAIN.-K.G. Harrison pr~nt~ng. 
Perf. 14:i x 14mm. Typographed prmtmg. 
Multiple block watermark-GvR and crown. 
6d bright mauve on chalky paper. 

GOLD COAST.-New shade, ld. K.G. photo-

gravure, deep chocolate colour, script wmk. 
ld. deep chocolate. 

HUNG AR Y.-250th anniversary of recapture 
of Budapest from Turks. Perf. lH x 121. 
Watermark S.G. type 64. No marginal frame 
line, colour of design going right through 
perfs. l0f green, 161' violet, 20f mauve, 3if 
sepia, 40f dp. blue. 

JUGO SLAVlA.-Portrait of King Peter II. 
Perf. 13 x 12½. Photogravure printing, no 
w~termark. 2 din. magenta, S.G. type 70. 4 
drn. deep blue (Din. in Cyrillic character). 
80th Birthday Commem, of Nikola Tesla. 
Photogravure printing, no wmk. perf. 12½ 
x lH. Design:-Porcrait of Nikola Tesla. 
75p brown and green; 1D75p slate. Red 
Cross. Photogravure, no wmk. perf. 12½ 
Design:-Frame similar to the King Peter 
type, with various portraits and a red cross 
in the lower corner, in circle. 50p black 
portrait Dr. Vladan Djordjevio, Red + at 
left lower corner. 75+50p emerald, portrait 
Duke Paul, Red + at left lower corner. DL 
50+50p lilac rose, portrait Duke Paul, Red 
+ at left lower corner. 

LIBERIA.-Air Mail, triangular shape. Line 
engraved by Messrs. Perkins, Bacon & Co. 
Perf. 14. le yellow, gr. and blk, 2c carmine 
and black; 3c dp. purple and black, 4c orange 
and black, 5c blue and black, 6c green and 
black. 

LUXEMBOURG.-New Commemorative set 
~or Philatelic_ Congress. Photogravure print
mg on gramte paper, no wmk. Perf. lH 
x 12. Design of stamp, picture of Municipal 
Palace, inscribed "lle CONGRESS F.I.P.-
1936." 10c brown, 35c brt. green, 70c orange 
lfr carmine, lf25c violet, lf75c blue. ' 

MALAYAN POSTAL UNION.-A further 
value of the new Postage Due stamps. 4c 
deep yellow green. 

MOROCCO AGENCIES/G.B.-K.G. photo
gravure type of G.B. overprinted "MOR
OCCO AGENCIES." ls. olive brown. New 
colour. G.B. K.G:, typographed printing 
(Harrison). 6d. bright magenta, on ordinary 
paper. French currency. 25 centimes on 
2M. K.G. 50 centimes on 5d. K.G. Photo
gravure printing, overprinted in black. 
Spanish currency as S.G. Type 5a. 25 cen
timos/2M. brt. ultramarine . 

NEW ZEALAND.-New pictorial set designs 
colour size and perf. as before. New mul~ 
tiple wmk. Sheets as before. Line engraved 
dry printing. 8d. Plate A2; 5d. Plate 1; 6d. 
Plate 1; 4d. Plate 1; 2s. Plate 1; 3s. Plate 
1; 3d. has no plate number. Official. 4d. 
mitre peak pictorial type overprinted official. 
Wmk. N.Z. & star. Perf. as before en-
graved, dry ·printing. ' 

PARAGUAY.-Air mail. Perf. lH, no water 
mark. Typographed printing. 33p75 green, 
S.G. type 127; 102p pale brown, S.G. type 
131. 1927 issue overprinted with letter "C" 
in red. 2P. 50 pale mauve, portrait Ful
gencio Yegros; 5P. 50 pale mauve, Castle 
Tower. 

PHILIPPINE IS.-1918/28 issue overprinted 
"MANILA-MADRID" ARNACAL FLIGHT 

 Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022 



December, 1936. THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST 187 

-1936, and surcharged values at foot of 
stamp, obliterating original denominations. 
All in small block capitals. Perf. 11, no 
wmk. "2 CENT A VOS 2" on 4c carmine (blue 
surcharge; "6 CENTAVOS 6" on 12c 
orange (violet surcharge); "16 CENTAVOS 
16" on 26c blue grn. (black surcharge). 

POLAND.-Two pictorial stamps with no 
watermark. They are overprinted "GOR
DON-BENNETT 30.Vlll." 1936. Perf. 12½. 
Line engraved. 30gr carmine, blue over
print; 55gr deep ultra., red overprint. 

POLISH DANZIG.-Poland 1936 issue over
printed "PORT GDANSK." 5gr violet, typo
graphed; 15gr greenish blue, typographed; 
25gr dp. blue grn., line engraved. 

ROlIMANIA.-National Jamboree Commem
orative. Photogravure printing, watermark 
Crowns, S.G. type 94, perf. 13. 1 Leu+lL 
blue, design: badge; 3 Lei+ 3L olive black, 
design: Fleur de lis; 6 Lei+ 6L carmine, de
sig-n: Arms Brasov. 

RUSSIA.-Portrait of Dobrolnhoft. Perf. 14, 
no watermark. Typographed printing. 10 
Kopech claret, 100th anniversary. 

SPANISH MOROCCO.-Design:-Showing the 
Calipha and bodyguard on the way to Friday 
prayer. 25c rosine, overprinted in black. 
At top "18-7-36, at foot "O 25 +200," and 
the original value obliterated with two bars, 
at each side of stamp. This is issued in 
support of the funds of the insurgents. The 
date at the top is the date of the rising. 

STRAITS SETTLEMENTS.-Further values 
of the K.G. head type. 5c brown, 12c blue, 
50c black/ green. 

SWITZERLAND.-Pro Patria. Photogravure 
printing- on granite ·paper. no wmk., perf. 
lB. 10c+5c purple; 20+10c red; 30+10c 
blue. Ditto, Air Mail S.G. type 46 sur
charged. 10c/20c flesh and scarlet (black 
surcharge); 30c/90c blue (black surcharge); 
40c/90c blue ( red surcharge). 

URUGUAY.-S-pecial Delivery, S.G. type S.2, 
no wmk., perf. 11. 2c blue. 

U.S.A.-Commemorative. Another new stamp 
commemorating Votes for Women in 
America instead of forgetting it, but why 
16th year anniversary of the 19th Amend
ment to the Constitution. There is luck in 
odd numbers. but one is even!! Perf. 11. 
3c purple. Portrait of Susan B. Anthony. 

ADVERTISIN.G AIR POSTS 1N SOUTH 
AFRICA. 

At the Post Office Stall in the Union Gov
ernment Pavilion at the Empire Exhibition 
you can buy a set of 6 postcards illustrating 
air post activities in Johannesburg. These post
cards, with a ;d. stamp affixed, if posted at 
the Exhibition, will be carried by Air Mail to 
any part of the world. 

They also sell a set illustrating the old post 
office of Johannesburg and activities in the 
present one, but these are not available for 
the special air rate of postage. 

COLLECTORS' WANTS 
AND OFFERS 

(Twopence per word per insertion with 
minimum of 2/- per insertion). 

Unions.-For Sale superb mint special
ised Collection ( 12 albums). Strong in 
1925 Airs, Mint and Flown, Freaks, 
:h;rrors, Joined Papers, etc. NO 
DEALERS. Phone-Philatelist: Day 
33-4321; Night, 25-2820. P.O. Box 
6370. 

"Specimen Stamps.''-Great Britain, 
British Colonial and Foreign wanted. 

Saul A. Klagsbrun, l!.O. Box 846, l!re
toria. 

Orange Free State.-Approval selections 
wanted. Must be fine, well-centred 
copies. 

William Redford, Box 7012, Johannes
burg. 

Swaziland. - Unusual items, covers, 
Transvaal and other stamps used in 
Swaziland ( vide postmarks) required 
by 

A. E. Basden, P.O. Box 238, Pretoria. 

E. de Sornay, Curepipe Road, Mauritius. 
Seller of Mauritius, Seychelles, Re
union, Madagascar and Dep. stamps at 
1/5 Catalogue quotations. 

Exchange or Purchase ?id. Union pic-
torial surcharged Douane. English 
copy postally used. 

C. Frost 25 Escombe Avenue, Johan
nesL1.J,.rg. 

What Offers for these O.R. Colony varie
ties, unused in unsevered pairs with 
normal stamp, Stanley Gibbons num
bers 1937, 185, 186, 190, 194, 209, 228, 
233, 235, 238. 

Stamps, P.O. Lafuta, Cape. 

--il 
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! Notes from London I 
BY ANTHONY P. KIELY, C.R.E.S. 

~ 111111111111111111.~ ,:,,,11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 

The new British postage siam~s !:1a_ve met 
with a mixed reception. While aamittmg the 
superiority of the present design over t~e old, 
the Secretary of the Royal Photographic So-
. ty of Great Britain pertinently asks whether 

~~eere is any reason for His Majesty's head to 
be detached from the shoulders; "Surely a 
much more satisfactory effect would be 
achieved by a natural head and shoulders por
trait" he queried of the press. In Mr. Black
lock'~ opinion the background of the portrait 
should have been left plain, while h~ wou~d 
like to have seen the denomination prmted m 
full under the word "Postage" at _the base. 
"The use of figures on our stamps will always 
give them an awkward and ~lumsr appearance, 
particularly in the values m which halfpence 
appear. The placing of the cr_own presents a 
different problem, not so easily solved?"but, 
after all, is the crown reall~ necessary. On 
foreign stamps, of course, _tne monarchs are 
seldom burdened with regalia, and som,e s~m
pathy has been accorded the Sec:etary s v~ew 
that "we are all united in regardmg our !:fmg 
first of all .as a man, in whom the att!Lmte 
of kingship is not necessarily inherent _m the 
symbol, but rather in his own personality." 

Mr. Frank Pick believes that the stamI?s 
furnish evidence that "we have become afraid 
of decoration, not knowing what t~ call g~od 
or bad, so we run away in a cowara_ly fashion 
from all decorative treatment, hopmg to es
cape judgment." Indeed, "the witle·ssness _of 
modern architecture is spreading and vacmty 
takes the place of design." 

Even the simplicity of the simpleton is p-i:e
ferable to the pretentiousness of the stupid, 
and in this truism Mr. Harold Speed takes re
fuge justly to admire the stamps for their ab
scence of extraneous ornament. But, while he 
says, "are we incapable of apprecia~ing the 
simplicity that has value?" he describes the 
"realistic head floating in space" as "too ter
rible to contemplate." Is it too much to hope 
that the lettering and figures should not be 
utterly commonplace? he asks. The answer 
is to be found in Sir William Rothenstein's 
prediction that the photographer will eventu
ally replace the artist, who 1s himself hasten
ing the denouement by his growing dependence 
on the camera. That the postal authorities 
should so far depart from the universal cus
tom of producing postage stamps whi_ch sho:'r 
inventive skill as to reproduce a photographic 
representation of the Sovereign in lieu of a de
sign in harmony with the general character 
of the stamps is a misnomer which is beyond 
Sir William's comprehension. 

Mr. Charles Wheeler also sides with the 
critics. "The stamps just issued/' he wrote 
to The Times, "display a collection of letters, 
numerals crown and the King's effigy, which 
are plac~d together but are in no way fused 
into a whole. Besides this lack, the letters 
and numerals are poor in themselves, while the 
portrait bears no trace of adap~a~ion or fit
ness of treatment to the specific purpose, 
which as has so often been pointed out in the 
Times' through its Art Critic, is 3n essent~al 
to artistic production . . . In other . co~ntr_1es 
these new stamps will be taken as mdica~1ve 
of our artistic taste. Will they lead to a Just 
appraisement? And are we as zealous as we 
should be about our art matters? And will it 
be deemed that this is a matter of great art
istic importance?" 

On the other hand, the man in the street, 
as typified by Mr. Harry Symington, con
siders the stamps "excellent in their simple 
straightforwardness and lack of fussy design, 
and a vast improvement on anything we have 
had before." Sir James Marchant's assertion 
that "almost any jobbing printer could have 
produced the new stamps" was met by Mr. 
John Roberts by a protest against "a quite 
unjustifiable attack" on his profession, which 
is "born in the travail of skilled craftmanship 
applied to the modern press." 

And so comment continues. Of course, the 
new stamps do not pretend to have any art• 
istic merit beyond the shaded background 
which has been praised so lavishly by the 
press here. Even this effect is not altogether 
happy, .as it suggests that the head is sus
pended in space, and there is definitely an 
inconsistency in the combination of the photo
graph and its delicate detail \vith the clumsy 
lettering and indefinite drawing of the crown. 
Yet philatelists as a whole are agreed that the 
instinctive simplicity which is apparent 
throughout the entire design is a better ad
vertisement abroad than the wealth of super
fluous detail which overweighted the last 
King George V. series. The reception of the 
stamps overseas has to my certain knowledge 
been largely favourable. In Switzerland the 
series is described by Frln. Y deli Mannhart as 
"evidence of the gradual rejuvenation of Eng
land, and a welcome breakaway from the ster
eotyped complexity of your old stamps," while 
a friend in Canada writes enthusiastically 
that the stamps ".are far more apparent on an 
envelope than the old ones, and reflect a keen 
desire to make up the leeway lost in past 
years so far as modernity goes. And the 
shades could not have been better chosen!" 

It is none the less ironical that the State 
spends a large sum of money annually in pro
viding art schools and in training students to 
design postage stamps, but, when the oppor
tunity presents itself, reproduces the King's 
head from a photograph. 
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JIPEX 1936 
We Wish You the Compliments of the Season 

and draw your attention to the fact that we have the most complete and most 

interesting range of JIPEX items and invite you to write for a free copy of 

our special JIPEX BULLETIN, giving details and prices of 

Jipex miniature sheets in mint sets. 
Jipex miniature sheets on Official covers used on first day. 
Ditto, on ordinary covers and on official covers, used on last day. 
First and last day covers bearing singles or pairs of the ld. value. 
Official Exhibition catalogues bearing used sets of Jipex stamps. 
Special ½d. "anywhere in the world" air cards posted at Jipex and at 

Empire Exhibition. 

In the mint and Jipex sheets we offer panes having all margins perforated through 
and also panes with right hand margin unperforated. Complete mint and used col~, 
lections bearing all the different settings of the marginal advertisements are also 
offered, and also plated collections. 

The new ordinary Hd. ("Golden City") stamp appeared without warning on 
November 12th. Our Jipex Bulletin prices these used on first day on official Jipex 
covers with Jipex postmarks and on plain covers with Empire Exhibition "Golden 
City" slogan postmark-local delivery and flown air covers can be supplied. 

Other interesting items listed in our Jipex Bulletin are covers bearing sets of 
Voortrekker stamps with Jipex postmark, and also a price list of all the different special 
postmarks that have been used in Southern Africa which we have in stock-and we 
have the finest range in the world of these. 

Publication of our new general price list h~s been slightly delayed, so that it may 
be more comprehensive than was at first planned. It will appear early in 1937 and 
we will be glad to send you a free copy if you will send us your name and address. 
Our current price list of Silver Jubilees is worth having. 

APPROVAL SELECTIONS.-We always have a splendid range of stamps priced 
singly and in sets, suitable for beginners and medium collectors. British Empire 
books for medium and slightly advanced collectors a speciality. 

ROBERTSON ST AMP Co. (Pty.), Ltd. 
Shop 14, Ground Floor, OLD ARCADE~ Market Street, 

JOHANNESBURG. 
P.O. Box 5826. 'Phone 33-1454. 
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The Jury got most of the judging done on 
Friday, October 30, sitting from rn a.m. till 
midnight, but had another spell on Sunday, 1st 
November, from 2.30 till 6 p.m. 

Two collections unfortunately arrived too 
late for judging, Mr. H. H. Hurst's Capes and 
a collection of Zululand from Mr. G. R. Cooley 
of Albany, N.Y. The absence of the former 
must have made the jury heave a sigh of re
lief; competition in the Cape section was stiff 
as it was, with his in addition it would have 
been fierce. That Mr. Cooley's collection was 
late was very unfortunate; it had never been 
exhibited before but there were some very fine, 
and indeed, unique, items in it. As it was, no 
award was given in the Zululand section. 

One collection in the "by invitation" part of 
the exhibition also failed to materialise-Miss 
Dolores Klein's "Chines2 Treaty Ports." This 
was unfortunately misdirected but we heard 
that it had arrived back safely to its own2r. 

Th3 Championship award was won by Mr. 
J. Herbert Curle for his Transvaal collection; 
(with Mr. R. F. A. Riesco as runner-up and 

winner of an Award of Honour for his Capes). 
In his report on the work of the jury Mr. 
Schofield, who acted as foreman, states: "The 
decision respecting this award was no easy 
matter for the exhibits of Mr. Curle and of 
Mr. Riesco were both of such outstanding 
merit and superlative quality that several 
hours of close study were nec2ssary before the 
judges could arrive at a decision. In the end 
a secret ballot was taken and the decision in 
favour of Mr. Curle's Transvaals was 
unanimous." 

There were several well-known Cape lovers 
on the jury, so brain must have triumphed over 
heart when they made their decision. 

The Exhibition was formally opened by the 
Minister of Posts and Telegraphs on Monday, 
2nd November, at 11 a.m. In his speech 
Senator Clarkson stressed the amazing vitality 
and world-wide extent of the hobby of stamp 
collecting, also the difference between mere 
stamp-collectors and philatelists-the advan
tage lying with the latter for the hobby to 
them was one of continual exploration and ad
venture. He congratulated the Philatelic 
Society of Johannesburg on their achievement 
and ended up by presenting them with the first 
two sheets of Jipex stamps to be sold. These 
were signed by him on the back, as were the 
second pair, which he gave to Mr. Frank 

LOOKING ROUND THE EXHIBITION: Left to right: Dr. Harvey Pirie, The Minister of 
Posts, Mr. A. E. Basden, Mr. Frank Godden. By courtesy of The Rand Daily Mail. 
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Godden, the Exhibition's British Com
missioner. 

Jipex stamps were then released for sale at 
the exhibition P.O. and the long trail, which 
was to last for twelve days, began. Never for 
one minute, save for the short periods when 
the P.O. staff, official and unofficial, wearily 
knocked off for meals or sleep, did the long 
queues let up. 

A special stamp is undoubtedly a great help 
for a "gate," but all the post office officials 
and the members of the society who had any
thing to do with the distribution of these 
stamps say "never again." The expenses of 
dealing with the orders received by post we 
fancy must have run away with a big part of 
the profits which the post office should have 
cleared by sales. 

The system of selling only a limited num
ber of sets to each applicant (it was two at 
first, later only one) must have been somewhat 
annoying, but the crowds were very good 
natured about it when it was realised that 
this was the best practical method of making 
~ limited issue go round the largest number 
of individuals possible. 

Applicants by post were given only second 
consideration and in many instances were only 
allotted a fractional part of their orders, those 
asking for one or two sets getting preference 
long before the sender of a £1,000 cheque. One 
of the most optimistic writers sent a postal 
order for 5s. with a request for a set of 
stamps, a catalogue, a set of medals, and, if 
there was any balance, "make it up in more 
stamps." 

The Society made nothing directly by sales, 
but they undoubtedly profited by the attend-

The Queue at JIPEX Post Office. 

ances which exceeded their wildest expecta
tions. These totalled somewhere close on 
30,000. There were also sold 3,700 catalogues 
and 44,000 official commemorative envelopes. 
Stocks of these ran out several times and the 
reprints were quite prolific in errors and 
varieties. 

Many of the visitors only came to buy Jipex 
stamps (some indeed were hired to go round 
and round in the queue, until a scheme was 
evolved to compete with these!) Why some of 
them bought stamps was, however, quite a 
mystery, unless it was just herd instinct, but 
the number of times the staff were asked: 
"Now, what do I do with them?" was amazing. 

A second group, after getting their Jipex 
sets, had a look at the POST OFFICE, 
Mauritius-then they considered that they had 
"done" the exhibition. 

But what was really surprising and grati
fying was the relatively large numbers who 
went round intelligently, making a general 
survey of the whole or a special study of the 
groups in which they were specially interested. 
In this respect we were assured that Johannes
burg compared favourably with any Inter
national Exhibition. 

On Saturday, the 7th, there was a meeting 
of the Philatelic Congress of Southern Africa 
in the Conference Hall adjoining the Exhibi
tion. Delegates from every constituent society 
except Port Elizabeth were present. An ac
count of the proceedings is given elsewhere in 
this number. 

The Postmaster-General performed the 
opening ceremony of Congress. Afterwards we 
heard that he then visited the P.O. to buy some 
Jipex stamps. Being unaware of the procedure 

By courtesy of The Star. 
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in force he marched straight up to the counter 
where he was politely but firmly asked to go 
to the end of the queue. He went. (The re
gular P.O. clerks, who in the meantime had 
"spotted" him, were quaking in their shoes, but 
we have not heard of any of them being given 
the order of the boot). 

At the Congress dinner, held in the Bien 
Donne restaurant in the evening, such of the 
Jipex awards as had been received were pre
sented to winners who were present. Mr. Curle 
asked the Philatelic Society of Johannesburg to 
become the curators of his championship cup 
because, as he explained, he was a roamer on 
the face of the earth and had no suitable 
place to put it. He was with difficulty per
suaded not to endow it with a capital sum, the 
interest to go to turning it into (?) either a 
loving cup or a floating trophy! Only when 
the risk of the society being debauched thereby 
was pointed out to him, did he refrain. 

On Sunday, November 8, the exhibition was 
not open to the public but a number of keen 
philatelists were able to have a peaceful pri
vate view. It was particularly gratifying to 
see Major Milligan there, almost his first out
ing after nine months in hospital. 

On Monday, November 9, the Stock Exchange 
had its little joke-Jipex stamps were quoted 
at 4s. 6d. buyers, no sellers. Since then the 
sellers' prices "on the kerb" have gone up to 5s. 
for mint and 6s. for used sets, with buyers. 

The same afternoon the Exhibition was 
honoured by a visit from its Patron-in-Chief, 
H.E. the Governor-General, the Earl of 
Clarendon. An enthusiastic collector himself, 
he was a very knowledgeable visitor to take 
round and he spent far more time than had 
been allotted for the purpose on his pro
gramme. It was quite amusing to watch the 
efforts of his entourage to head him off and 
the way in which he ignored all attempts. Mr. 

CHRIST1VIAS 

Tamsen, the doyen of South African collectors 
and well-known Transvaal expert, described 
Mr. Curle's collection to him, whilst Mr. God
den demonstrated many of the gems which he 
had brought out from England. 

Although it is unusual for a philatelic ex
hibition to last more than a week or, at most,. 
ten days, there was no slackening off of at
tendances at Jipex during the second week and, 
indeed, the gate on the last day broke all 
records. 

It should be mentioned that after the first 
day of the exhibition it was realised that the 
light would be too strong for many of the 
stamps, despite all the precautions which had 
been taken to damp it down, and all the 
frames were covered by sheets of brown paper. 
It was better to sacrifice appearance than 
stamps. The covering sheets were fastened 
down one side of the frames and it was really 
no inconvenience to lift them for examination. 

A final squaring up of accounts has not yet 
been made, but the financial position is suf
ficiently cleared for it to be said that there 
will be no call necessary either on the guaran
tors or the Society's ordinary funds-JIPEXr 
in fact, will be able to pay a small dividend! 

JIPEX-LIST OF AWARDS. 
Two items omitted from the list published 

last month were: 
( 1) The gold plaque awarded to Mr. A. E. 

Basden for his collection of Swaziland was 
the special award given by the Junior Phila
telic Society of London for the best competitive 
entry by any of its members resident in South 
Africa. 

(2) The special award given by the Air Mail 
Society, which took the form of a banket 
paperweight similar to those presented to the 
exhibitors "by invitation," was won by Mr. 
Norman Hill for his collection of Etiquettes of 
countries in Africa, south of the Equator. 

SPECIALS 
6 Libnia, 1936 triangular airmails, cpl. mint . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1/6 
4 ditto. Red Cross surcharge, mint . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... ·.. . . . . 1/-
8 Belgium, Queen Astrid Mourning issue, cpl. mint . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3/6 
3 Belgian Congo, Astrid Charity set, cpl. mint. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1/6 
4 Union K.H. 2/6, 5/-, 10/-, 20/-, fine used . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15/6 
6 ditto Pictorial, 2/6, 5/-, 10/-, fine used . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9/6 
2 ditto Jipex sheets, complete mint . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5/6 

36 Silver Jubilee of Southern Africa only, incl. Union complete, mint and used . . . . . . . . 50/-
7 Azerbaidjan 1922, 1-1,000 R., mint . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1/6 
6 Denmark, Andersen Commemos, cpl. used . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1/-

10 Manchukuo 1932/35, mint and used . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2/-
8 Spain 1936, Press airmail 1-30c. cpl. mint . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2/6 

12 Eritrea 1934, large pict. post and air, cpl. mint . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4/6 
12 Cyrenaica 1934, large pict. post and air, cpl. mint ........... • . . 4/6 
12 Tripolitania 1934, large pict. post and air. cpl. mint . • • • • • 4/6 
12 Italian Somaliland 1934, large pict. post and air, cpl. mint . . . • • • . . 4/6 

Nett, post free. 

A. LICHTENSTEIN, B.P.A. 
P.O. Box 76, Rouxville, O.F.S. 
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GENEALOGY of SOUTH AFRICAN 
(To accompany the article which appeared in the November number). 
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(Concluded from page 184) 
published on the stamps of that country. No 
other formal reports on allotted research were 
received. 

RUST ON PAPER. 
Mr. Lovejoy reported on further experi

ments made since his renort at Durban two 
years ago. Rust in a damp, warm climate 
might be prevented by the use of the finest 
quality paper, but once it had appeared on 
stamps it could not be removed without risk of 
damaging them. 

SKINNER CUP. 
This was awarded to Dr. Pirie for his work 

in organizing the Exhibition. 

PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT. 
It was decided to send the congratulations 

of Congress to President Roosevelt, as a pro
minent philatelist, on his re-election as Presi
dent of the U.S.A. 

(Continued from page 185). 
b. Johannesburg. 

" Certifikaten." 
1. In two lines. May, 1920. 
2. In three lines. Nov. 1924-Jun. 1925. 
3. As No. 1, but with less space between 

lines. Mar. 1926-Jan. 1927. 
4. As No. 3, but with Johannesburg more 

spaced. Feb. 1927. 
5. As No. 3, but in red. Apr. 1926. 
6. As No. 3, but with JH in triangle. 

Feb. 1927. 
7. As No. 4, but in red. May, 1927. 
8. In two lines, with six bars. Dec. 1930-

Apr. 1931. 

" Sertifikate." 

9. In two lines. Jun. 1923. 
10. As No. 9, with more space betvveen 

lines. May, 1927-Aug. 1927. 
11. In one line (English above). Nov. 1927. 
12. As No. 11, but with JH in triangle. 

Jan. 1928. 
13. As No. 11, but in red. Dec. 1927. 
14. As No. 10, but in larger type. Sep. 1929. 
15. As No. 14, but in red. May, 1930. 
16. In one line (Afrikaans above). Dec. 

1929-Jun. 1930. 
17. As No. 14, but with Johannesburg less 

spaced. Jun. 1930. 

c. Cape Town. 

" Certifikaten." 
1. In three lines. Apr. 1920-May, 1920. 

" Sertifikate." 
2. In three lines. Mar. 1923-Aug. 1923. 
3. As No. 2, but with less snace between 

lines. Jun. 1924-Jul. 1924. 

d. Durban. 
" Sertifikate." 

1. In three lines. Jul. 1923-Dec. 1924. 
2. As No. 1, but with Durban less spaced. 

Jun. 1926-Apr. 1927. 
3. As No. 1, but with DN in triangle. 

Jun. 1927. 

e. Port Elizabeth. 
" Sertifikate." 

1. In three lines. Jun. 1923-Jul. 1923. 
2. As No. 1, but in red. Jan. 1927. 

( To be continiued). 

RARE BRITISH COLONIALS 
are my speciality 

The ideal methods of collecting is to have one of my 
approved selections of rare British Colonials beside 

your own collection. 

SELECTIONS SENT ON APPROVAL. 
TO ANY PART OF THE WORLD. 

The cheapest dealer in the World for British Colonial 
Rarities is: 

T. ALLEN 
FRINTON-ON-SEA, 

ESSEX ENGLAND. 
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JOHANNESBURG. 

President, J. H. Harvey Pirie; Hon. Secre
tary, F. E. Ingham, Box 4967. Meetings, 2nd 
Tuesdays, Carlton Hotel, 7.45 p.m. 

There was a fair attendance at the monthly 
meeting held on October 13, wiien four dele
gates, Messrs. Ockerse, Skinner, Demasius and 
Dr. Kaplan were elected in connection with the 
Philatelic Congress of 'Southern Africa. 

Dr. J. H. Harvey Pirie was very pleased to 
advise the members that the London Philatelic 
Society had donated a gold medal in connec
tion with our Exhibition. 

Six more nominations were received for 
membership, whilst Messrs. Gibson, Harring
ton, Mummery, Watson and Crundal were all 
unanimously elected members. \Ve are pleased 
to state that we have at last reached our cen
tury mark. 

The display of the evening was given by 
Dr. Broughton who read a most interesting 
paper on "The Postmarks of Turkev." He 
tabled his magnificent collection showiu'g some 
very rare early cancellations and some used 
abroad cancellations such as in Creto, Paque
tor cancellations and war cancellations. Mem
bers were delighted to view what is regarded 
as the finest collection in existence of its kind, 
and Dr Broughton was thanked by Dr. Har
vey Pirie for his fine exhibit. 

F.E.I. 

EAST RAND PHILATELIC SOCIETY. 

President, C .. Larsen; Hon. Sec., J. Doyle. 
Meetings, 1st Thursdays, Transvaal Hotel. 
Boksburg. 

The monthly meeting of the East Rand 
Philatelic Society was held on Thursday, 1st 
October, at the Transvaal Hotel, Boksburg, at 
8 p.m. 

There was a fair attendance. 
Many members in the past having expressed 

the desire of a system of exchan1te at the 
meetings to give the youngei· membi:~s an op
portunity to add materially to their collections 
-this innovation was successfully introduced 
by the circulation of exchange sheds. 

Pages of interest were provided by the fol
lowing members:-

Mr. Linn.-Forgeries on Railway stamps. 
Dr. Shapiro.-Union penny sheets with cen

tre guttering. New Edwardian mint blocks 
and first day cover. ' 

Mr. Suklje.-New Edwardian Penny First 
Day Cover. Empire Exhibition First Day 
Cancellations. Latest German issues on cover. 

. The first ex~ibit of the evening was pro-
vided by Mr. Lrnn, who showed a practically 

complete collection of British Colonial War 
stamps. There were many interesting varie
ties in singles, strips, blocks and .complete 
panes-in all an exceptionally fine· lot. 

The second exhibit was provided by Mr. 
Johnston, who tabled some of his clas;sics. 
1:hes~, early Europeans included Saxony, Prus
~ia, 1. uscany, Oldenburg and Belgium. Some 
items in blocks in immaculate condition as 
~ell_ as entires, "'.ere oufstanding-'real 

Thmgs of Beauty which are a joy for ever!" 
H.S. 

EAST LONliON. 

President, B. S. Wilson; Hon. Secretary> 
C. H. Thornton, 35 St. Mark's Road. Meetings 
1st Thursdays, Railway Institute, 8 p.m. ' 

The monthly meeting for August was held 
on Thursday, the 6th inst. There was a very 
poor attendance owing to many members be
ing away on holiday. Another new member 
was elected. 

The display consisted of a few sheets from 
members, but there was a very poor response. 

Much interest was shown in Mr. Paviour's. 
New Zealand and Australian, Mr. Hoal's 
Queen's Heads of various Colonies, and Mr. 
Thornton's war entires. 

The September meeting was held on Thurs
day, 3rd inst. The attendance was good and 
we were glad to welcome another new member. 

The display for the evening was given by 
Mr. Rosenbrock and consisted of the stamps 
of Germany. It was a wonderful show and 
splendidly mounted and written up. Mr. 
Rosenbrock was accorded a hearty vote of 
thanks for his interesting exhibit. 

The Society feels greatly honoured at the 
selection of two of its members to be judges 
at the forthcoming Johannesburg International 
Philatelic Exhibition. 

We feel sure that Messrs. Thornton and 
Courlander, with their wide experience and 
knowledge and long record of philately, will 
greatly assist in the arduous duties of the 
judges. 

The October meeting took place on Thurs
day, 1st inst. Unfortunately, due to stress 
of business and illness, the attendance was 
poor. 

Instead of the usual display, five minute 
papers were given by some members on "My 
favourite country and why I collect its 
~tamps." This proved very interesting and it 
is hoped to repeat the programme at a later 
date. W.S.H. 

CAPETOWN. 
President, L. Simenhoff, Hon. Sec., A. ;Jur

gens, 16 Woodside Road. Tamboer's Kloof. 
Meeting, 2nd and 4th Thursdays, Railway In
stitute, 8 p.m. As from January, 1937, meet
ings will be held in Medical Hall, 35 "\,Vale 
Street. 

At the meeting held on 22nd October last, 
there was a very good attendance of members 
and visitors, including Sir Lewis Fermoor. 
The President, Mr. L. Simenhoff, was in the 
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chair. The exhibit of the evening was by Mr. 
A. A. Jurgens, who displayed numerous items 
from his Cape of Good Hope collection. 

The Perkins Bacon and De la Rue triangu
lars were shown in singles, pairs, and blocks, 
both mint and in used condition, as well as 
roulettes, reprints and proofs. Some very 
interesting and unique bisects were on view, 
whilst the 1861 woodblocks, including some 
on cover, attracted considerable attention and 
favourable comment. 

As Mr. Jurgens is doing valuable research 
work in connection with Cape postmarks, it 
was not surprising to find entires of all periods 
with rare nostmarks. Mention must be made 
of the Embossed Revenue stamp of 1824 can
celled with the large triangular defacing stamp 
which was used by the P.O. in 1853. 

At the conclusion of the display, Dr. L. B. 
Goldschmidt, the Vice-President, in moving 
the vote of thanks, enlarged on several of the 
i"tems displayed on the tables. Needless to 
say, his remarks were enthusiastically ap-
plauded. L.S. 

PRETORIA. 
President, A. E. Basden, Hon. Secrefory, 

Prof. H. A. Wager, Box 514. Meetings, 1st 
and 3rd Mondays, Technical College, 8 p.m. 

N ovember.-Only one meeting was held, 
that on November 16th. Mr. Basden was in 
the chair. One new member was elected. 

Mr. Hawke gave some recent philatelic 
news. 

Interesting items were shown by Mr. Baxter 
and Dr. Broughton, who gave short talks on 
them. 

The chief feature of the evening was the 
presentation bv Mr. Klagsbrun of the awards 
made to members of the Pretoria Philatelic 
Society, who were successful in the co_mpet_i
tive section of the Johannesburg Philatelic 
Exhibition. Out of about 45 awards, 17 were 
obtained by members of the Society. Mr. 
Klagsbrun, in congratulating the recipients, 
stressed the splendid achievement of one 
society securing so many awards. H.A.W. 

PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF NATAL. 
The Annual General Meeting of the Society 

took place on Thursday, 12th November, at 8 
p.m., in the lounge of the Durban Publicity 
Bureau, having been postponed from the usual 
first Wednesday of the month on account of 
a number of our members being away at the 
International Philatelic Exhibition then in 
progress in Johannesburg. There was a re
cord attendance for an annual meeting, in 
spite of the very heavy rain. 

This being the 25th year since the Phila
telic Society of Natal was formed, it was de
cided to celebrate the Silver Jubilee of organ
ised Philately in Natal by making the next 
meeting (Wednesday, 2nd December) a social 
reunion of past and present members. The 
details for the function were left in the hands 
of the committee. While waiting for a train 
at the Malvern station in March, 1911, the 
three pioneer members, Messrs. J. H. H. 

Chamberlain, Garth Green and R. G. Webb, 
who are still active members, talked it over 
in the waiting room and founded the present 
society. 

In April, the first meeting was held, the 
society was formed and it has flourished with
out a break for 25 years. The first Interna
tional Exhibition in South Africa was staged 
by the Natal Society, and an aftermath was 
the founding of the Philatelic Congress of 
Southern Africa, which met in Durban after 
the exhibition in 1928. So it seems fitting 
that in this, our Jubilee year, the society has 
published an up-to-date Philatelic Handbook 
of Union _stamps. 

Mr. A . .tL Lovejoy, one of the society's dele
gates to the Philatelic Congress which has 
just been held in Johannesburg, read a report 
of the session and the resolutions sent in by 
the society. Special mention was made of the 
cordial reception to the resolution by the 
Natal Society for a Federation of all Philatelic 
Societies in the Union and Rhodesia, in which 
a member of one society automatically be
comes a member of all. The scheme was pre
sented with full details and committees have 
been appointed to study it and report during 
the year. 

During the evening Mr. R. G. Webb was 
elected to life membership. He was one of 
the founders and has not missed a meeting 
during all these years except through illness 
or holiday leave. 

The following members were elected for the 
1936-1937 session:-

Pa tron: His Excellency, the Governor
General, The Earl of Clarendon. 

President: Mr. H. de Terrasson. 
Vice-Presidents: Messrs. Percy C. Bishop, 

Norman Welsford, W. Percy Williams, W. R. 
Simpson and L. Petiet. 

Hon Secretary: Mrs. Gwen Reed. 
Hon. Treasurer: Mr. J. Malan. 
Hon. Ex-Superintendent: Mr. E. E. Gagel. 
Hon. Auditor: Mr. W. P. Williams. 
Hon. Librarian: Mr. Franklin Rooke. 
Committee: Mesdames Lucie Johnston and 

K. Maxwell, Messrs. V. B. Crockett, C. Hamp
son and C. D. Kettle. 

A special vote of thanks was expressed to 
Mr. L. Petiet who, after many years service, 
wished to retire from the Exchange Superin-
tendent's onerous duties. G.R. 

B. & K. 
The firm that supplies the stamps others cannot. 
Our prices are reasonable, though in some cases 
not so low as quotations elsewhere, but we can 
fill most requirements. We aim to be able to 
supply 

ANY STAMP OF ANY COUNTRY 
(except recent issues) 

and can generally offer most stamps of a want 
list, however difficult. Prices average half cata
logue. Let us know your requirements. We 
never worry with unwanted selections. 

1936 Price List of British Colonial Stamps. 
100 Pages . . . Price One Shilling. 

(Refunded against purchases.) 
B & K Special Offers - free on request. 

BRIDGER & KAY, LTD. 
170 STRAND LONDON, W.C.2. 
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