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IV. This Account of the Hoztentor Courts of Juf-
tice gives me a fair Opportunity, and I fhall take
it, to be a little more explicit than I have been up-
on the Hottentot Cuftom with Refpet to Inheritan-
cgs.

All Eftates among the Hottentols defcend to the
Eldeft Son, or, where a Son is wanting, to thenext
MaleRelation. They are never divided, nor ever
defcend to a Female. Nor can a Hoztentot Woman
reap any Advantage in the World, by Way of
Legacy, among her own People, but by the Con-
fent of the Heir of him that bequeaths it her;
for if a Bequeft, to either Man or Woman, is
made without his Confent, he may ftop it, and No
body will fay Wrong he does. Proximity of Blood
in the Male Line challenges every Head of Cattle,
Great and Small, a Hottentot has at his Death. If
a Hottentot has feveral Sons, he can, when he is on
his Death Bed, leave the Younger Nothing with-
out the Confent of the Eldeft. If he makes any Pro-
vifion out of his Herd or Flock for their Well Being
when he is dead, hemuftdo it while he is in his
Vigour, before he is feiz’d by any mortal Wound
or Sicknefs. But this is not often done 3 and when
itis, it amounts not tomuch. A fingle Cow or
Eweto a Younger Son is generally the Moft a
Hottentot Father gives; and with this he fends
him packing intothe World. The Hostentots ge-
nerally make all the Fortune they can for their
Eldeft Sons 5 and reckon it their principal Glory to
leave ’em large Stocks of Cattle. The younger
Sons of a Hottentor, at Home and unprovided for at
the Death of their Father, are at the Courtefie of
the Eldeft both for their Fortunes and their Liber-

ty,
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ty. He may detain them about him as his Ser-
vants, if he pleafes, all the Days of his Life, allow-
ing ’em Nothing but a Suftenance from Day to
Day. Asthe Hottentots have, allof ’em, the moft
vigorous Paffion for Liberty, an Elder Brother’s
detaining the Younger in Servitude is a moft grie-
vous Difpenfation. But fuch is the pious Regard
the younger Brothers pay to Cuftom here, that they
con.f{antly fubmitto it, yielding, without Murmu-
ring, till the Elder fhall give them their Liberty,
to all his Pleafure. If an Elder Brother finds he
has more younger Brothers on his Hands than he
has Service for, or cares to maintain, he either gets
Such as he would part with married; giving ’em
each a Cow or an Ewe, or more, ashe pleafes, to
begin the World with; or elfe he gives *em Liber-
ty to go and ferve the Ewropeans. And an Elder
Brother, who has oncegiven a Younger his Liber-
ty, can never feize it again. A Younger Brother
is then free for his whole Life after, owing his El-
der Brother, from that Hour, not one Step or Stroke
of Service but what he voluntarily contraéts to ren-
der him. The fame Power has an Elder Brother,
his Father dead, over his Sifters. They cannot
marry or leave him lawfully without his Confent.
He gives to each of ’em, when they marry, juft
what he pleafes ; and is not oblig’d to give ’em any
Thingat all. In this Account of the Defcent of
the Hostentot Eftates I am roundly fupported by Fa-
ther Tachart. I only add, that the Eldeft Son, or
whoever inherits the Cattle of a Hottentot, is o«
blig’d to take Care for the Wife or Wives of the
Deceas’d, till they re-marry or die.

CAHP.
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CHA P. XXIIL

Of the HoTTENTOT Pra&ice of Phyfick and
Surgery.

L. Their Manner of Cupping. L. Their Manner of
Letting Blood. 1I1. Their Manner of Curing a
poifor’d Wound. IV. Their Manner of Reftoring
a Diflocation. V. Their Manner of Shaving the
Head. V1. Their Amputations. VIL. How they
cleanfe a foul Stomach VIII. How the Nofes of
the Hottenvots come to be flat.

HO’ agreat many very idle 'Whims and
Superttitions epter into the Hotsentot Prac-

tice of Phyfick and Surgery, yet is not the Prattice
in either Kind contemptible. On the Contra.%,
there area great many valuable Things in Both.
The Hottentot Doors often fucceed. Great Cures
are perform’d by ’em, and fuch as, perhaps,
could not be perform’d by the ableft Phyficians or
Surgeons in Europe. The Hottentots who give them-
felves to the Study of Medicine are generally well
skill’d in the Hottentot Botany. They have fome
excellent Notions of the Virtues of a Multitude of
Herbs and Roots that are produc’din the Hosten-
to¢t Countries ; and often apply Herbs and Roots in
very difficult and dangerous Cafes with wonderful
Succefs. The Two Proteflions of Phyfick and Sur-
gery are united among the Hostentots. He who is
a Phyfician is likewife a Surgeon : And all the Hoz-
tentot Doctors, the’ none of ’em, I believe, ever
diffected or faw the Difle¢tion of 2 Human Body,
havepretty good Notions of the Human Anatomy.

They bleed, cup, make an Amputation, rcﬁog_ fz}
i~
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Diflocation, and perform all the Manual Opera-
tions in their Practice with the moft furprifing Dex-
terity: And yet there are no other Inftruments in
the whole Compafs of the Hottentot Surgery than
a common Knife, 2 Horn and the Bird’s Bone I
have fo often mention’d.

Boeving fays, < the Hottentots, in all their Ail-
¢¢ ments, both inward and outward, have Recourfe
¢¢ only to Cupping and Anointing the Body with
¢ Fat.” Cuppings and Anointings, according to
him, make up the whole Hottentot Practice. How
carelefly mult he have look’dinto it ! Or how was
he impos’d on! It is furnifh’d with Salves and Poul-
tices , and with many Remedies to be taken
inwardly ; but, indeed, many Thoufands fhort of
the Number of Salves and Remedies in the Europear
Prattice of Phyfick and Surgery. The Hottentot
Materia Medica lies in a {mall Compafs ; and their
Methodus Medendi is the fimpleft in the World.

1. In Cholics and Pains of the Stomach they firft
feek Relief by Cupping. And the Hottentot Cup-
ping is perform®d after the following Manner. * The
Cup is an Ox’s Horn, the Brims of which are made
very fmooth. The Patientlying on his Back upon
the Ground, the Do&or applies his Mouth to the
Part where the Painlies, and fucks, as it were, the
Skin. He then claps the Cup on, as we do ; and
having let it remain till fuch Time as he judges the
Part under it is become infenfible, he tears the Cup
or Horn off; and with his Knife makes Two or

*® Vide Tab. XIII. Fig. 2. -
rec
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‘T'hree Incifions of the Length of Half an Inch. He
then claps the Horn on again 5 and lets it remain
till it falls off, which it does when ’tis full of Blood;
and ’tis: generally fill’'d in a Couple of Hours.
The Horn falling off, the Patient, who fuffers no
fmall Pain in the Operation, is leftto reft. If the
Pain flits to another Part, they rub that Part well
with hot Fat : And if hot Fat does not put an End
to the Pain, they go agai to Cupping, not in the
former Place, but on the Part where the Pain fet-
tles. If this Second Cupping fets not the Pa-
tient to Rights, they proceed to inward Remedies,
giving him either Infufions or Powders of certain
Roots or Herbs.

II. In Plethories, and in every Indifpofition of
that Kind, they let Blood. And their Manner of
Letting Blood is this. The Operator is provided
only with a common Khnife and a Strap. The
Strap he binds very tightly over the Vein he would
open ; and opens the Vein with his Knif well thar-
pen’d. Having got, as he judges, a requifite Quan-
tity of Blood, he laofens the Strap ; clofes the Ori-
fice with fweet Mutton Fat, and ties over it a Leaf
of fome falutary Herb. In Two Days Time the
Orifice is heal’d up.  If Bleeding fets not the Patient
to Rights, they proceed to inward Remedies, as
Infyfions or Powders of certain Roots or Herbs.

{I1. A Hottentrt, who had been wounded with a
poifon’d Arrow on the upper Part of his Foot, gave
me the following Account of the Hostentor Method
of Curing a Poifon’d Wound, -¢ We rub, faid he,
<t the Venom of Snakes with our own Spittle be-
s gween Two Stones; and having mix’d thelr;n

well,
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v well, we fcratch upon the Pit of the Stomach till
s the Blood comes ; and to the Part fo fcratch’d
<« we a;fply a fmall Partof the mix’d Venom and
s¢ Spittle.  ‘The Reft we take inwardly, This ne-
< ver fails to expel the Poifon in the Wound, or
< in any other Part to which it may have fpread.
€< 'When we judge the Poifon to be expell’d, which it
<¢ isina few Days, we cleanfe the Wound well, and
< apply to it the Leaves of Buchu, Dacka, and
< other falutiferous Herbs, We drefs it every Day,
«¢ applying frefh Leaves ; and by this Means ge-
“ nerally makea perfect Cure in a Month’sTime at
¢ the Moft., But the leat Neglett of fuch a
¢ Wound is dangerous.

Of Setting gr%'a&ur’d Limb they know Little
or Nothing. ey had no Cafe of that Kind that I
could hear of in all the TimeI ftay’d in the Hozten-
tot Countries 3 nor any Memory of a Hottentot’s
breaking a Limb. And Itook no little Pains to
inform my felfin the Matter.

IV. ButDiflocations are nowand then happening
among ’em. And their Method of Reftoring a dit-
located Joint is, Firft, to rub the Joint vehemently
with Fat 3 and then to move the Limb briskly up
and down, and prefs upon the Joint, till the Joint is
reftor’d to its proper Place. The vehement Rub-
bing of the Joint with Fat, and the brisk Moving
of the {uffering Limb, they fay, is a mighty Tor-
ment.

V. In Head-Aches the Hottentots often fhave
their Heads. This they perform with a common
Knife well fharpen’d. I'JThe Fat continually in 2

Hﬂlc'
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Hottentor’ sHair, which is fhort and woolly, ferves,
in Shaving, the Purpofes of Soap in the European
‘Way. But they never fhave off all the Hair. They
only make Furrows in it; leaving generally as
much Hair onas they take off. As foon as the
Operation is over, they powder the Furrows or
Shav’d Parts with Buchus which, they believe,
does not a little contribute to remove the Pain.

But this Manner of Shaving the Head is like-
wife obferv’d among the Hottentats upon another
Account. Ifa Hottentot lofes a Father, Mother, or
any Relation or-Friend whom he holds dear, and
has nota Head of either Great or fmall Cattle to
facrifice, in Honour of their Memories, and in Tef-
timony of his own Sorrow for the Death of ‘cm,
he gers his Head fhav’d in Furrows, as is done for
the Head-Ach. But he is much nicer in the Mat-
ter upon fuch an Occafion than when he gets it
done fora Pam in the Head. For great Care is
taken that the Lifts (as I may call ’em) of the Hair
remaining , after Shaving, be juft of the fame
Breadth with the Furrows or fhav’d Parts; and
their Breadth is genegally about an Inch. Till the
Hair grows again , his Appearance puts every one
in Mind of his Sorrow for the Lofs of the Deceas’d.
And this, where Cattle is wanting, is ever the Hos-
tentot Badge of Mourning for the Dead.

VI. The- Hottentot Amputations are only of
Joints on the Firgers of Women. Thefe they
perform fo nicely , that Nothing is ever hurt or
disfigur’d beyond the Amputation. Their Method
is This. The Head of the Joint, next below that
which is to be cut off, they bind very tightly with

a
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a dried Sinew. They then, with a common Knife,
make the Amputation. To ftop the Blood they
apply to the End of the mutilated Finger, imme-
diately after Amputation is made, the Juice of
the Leaves of Myrrh-T'rees, and wrap up the' Fin-
ger in Leaves of falutiferous Herbs.

Authors upon the Hottentots are, many of ’em,
ftrangely out in the Accounts they have given of
the Reafons of thefe Amputations. Boeving fays,
¢¢ There are Several (meaning Hottentots) who have
¢ mutilated Fingers ; the Caufe of which is faid
¢ to be This. - If a Mother lofes her firft Child by
¢ Death, fhe bitesoff a Joint of a Finger of her
s« next born ; fuperftitioufly believing, that that
< Child becomes thereby more likely to live.
This is a very ftrange Whim and as otlly worded
in Boeving, He was impos’d on in the Matter, as
I was for almoft my two firft Years Refidence at
the Cape, but in another Manner. The Hottentots
about the Cape abusd me into the Belief, and,
for the Time I have mention’d, I continued in it
very ftedfaftly, that thofe Amputations were made
to denote the Pedigrees of theWomen; that the grea-
ter or more illuftrious the Family was from which a
Hottentot Woman was defcended, the more Joints
were cut off from her Fingers : So that I look’d up-
on this Practice asthe Hwtentot Heraldry, and on
the mutilated Fingers ot the Women as Coats of
Arms for the Honour and Diltinttion of Fa-
milies ; imagining that the Honour or Nobili-
ty of HHostentot Families went only with the Fe-
males ; and that this was one Reafon why fo many
Hottentot Women were no Fortunes; the Family
Honours they deriv’d upon their Husbands being

U2 : deem’d
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deem’d, as I fuppos’d, a Compenfation for their
‘Want of Portions. Into fuch Whims as thefe, not
reafoning with my felf much upon the Matter,
was I abus’d by the Hostentots about the Cape-
Town ; who, under fuch able Maftersas the Exra-
peans, have made a fine Progrefs in the Art of Ly-
ing ; which they exercife whenever they have a
Mind to baffle the Curiofity of Strangers who
would peep into Hotzentot Matters. And this Fa-
culty, deteftable as it is, does, methinks, the Hoz-
tentots fome Honour, finceit certainly requires fome
Genius to tell an arch Lie, as, if 1 am not mifta-
ken, is this they impos’d upon me. I was not
undeceiv’d till I made a Sally up into the Country;
which I did not till I had remain’d almoft Two
Years at the Cape Town. The Hottentots who
liv’d far from the Cape, and whofe Simplicity had
not been corrupted by vicious Ewurgpean Converfa-
tions, let me into the Truth of the Matter. And
the Truth is, that a Hostentot Woman, for every
Marriage after her Firft, lofes the Joint of a Fin-
ger, beginning at one of the Little Fingers. The
re-marrying Women are call’d fo ftrictly to the
Obfervance of this Cuftom, that there was not in
my Time at the Cape any Memory I could meet
with of its being evaded.  Aftex I had receiv’d this
Account of the Matter, I examin’dfrom Time to
Time the Hands of Abundance of Hottentot Wo-
men, and never found any mutilated Fingers but
upon the Hands of Such as had married more than
once. Not a mutilated Finger is to be found
among the Hottentot Men 35 which muft have been,
were Boeving’s Account here true. Father Tachart
is theonly Author that I know of who has hit up-
en the Truth of this Matter beforeme. A Hosten-

tot
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tot Woman, before fhe re-marries , is likewife
oblig’d to perform Anderfinaken, as they term it,
by Killing a Head of Great or Small Cattle, which
is provided her by her laft Husband’s Heir,
for the Entertainment of her female Neighbours.
This, with the Exe&ion of a Finger-Joint, makes
her, inthe Eyes of the Hottentots, a new Woman.

VII. Fora foul Stomach, the Hoztentots take the
Juice of Alse-Leaves. Aloe-Trees grow inAbundance
in the Hottentot Countries. They take a few Drops
in a little warm Broth, their conftant Vehicle for
this Juice. Thisis a good Cathartic, and at the
fame Time an excellent Stomachic. If the firft
Dofe fets ’emnot to Rights, they take, three or
four Days after, another, fometimes Twice the
Quantity of the Firft; and This rarely fails to work
the defir'd Effet.

For moft other inward Ailments, they take, ac-
cording to AllI could learn among ’em, the Pow-
ders or Infufions of but a very few Things ; name-
ly, Wild Sage, Wild Figs and Fig-Leaves, Buchu,
Garlick, Fennel, and a few other Herbs, which will
be mention’d in the Natural Hifiory. But I muft
believe they have feveral other Remedies which they
would not communicate to me.

I have heard from feveral Exropeans, of the beft’
Credit and Intelligence at the Cape, of a very idle
and barbarous Piece of Divination among the -
tentots, which I never hadan Opportunity of Sece-
ing, for Difcovering whether a Sick Party fhall re-
cover or die of the prefent Fit-of Sicknefs. The
Magotry is this, ThC{I take a Sheep and flea it

3
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alive, taking Care that the Creature lofes not ofe
Drop of Blood in the Operation. If, when the
Skin is off, the Sheep, being untied, rifes and runs,
they look upon it as a fure Prognoftic that the
Party will recover. Butif the Creature moves not
from the Spot on which it was flead, they believe
the Party will die of that Fit of Sicknefs , fpite of
all the Means they can ufe for his Recovery. They
therefore, when the Divination iffues in what they
term a Fatal Prefage, give the Party no more Phy-
fick, nor trouble their Heads any farther about
his Recovery 5 but give him a little Suftenance
from Day to Day till he dies, or recovers, vi natu-
re, of imfelf. But they never perform this Divina-
tion till the Sick is brought extremely low, and
the Doctor is at.a Lofs how to proceed. If the
Sick recovers, after the fatal Prefage, then, fa
they, the Divination was not truly perform’d. *Tis
pretended the Sheep loft Blood ; or fome other
Faule 1s found, in order to fave the Credit of the
Divination.

VIII. It has been reported by many Travellers,
and is, I believe, little lefs than univerfally credited
in every Partof Ewurspe whither the Report has
fpread, that the Hoizentots are born with flat Nofes.
There never was a greater Untruth. Here and
there, as it happens among our Selves, a Hottensos
is born, perhaps, with a flat Nofe ; but the Gene-
rality of’emare born with Nofes in every Refpect
like the Generality of our own., But the Fluicu
#ots look upon a Nofe with a fharp Ridge, or where
the Bridge is up, asa very ugly Feature. A Hos-
tentot Woman therefore , foon after fke is deliver’d
of a Child, breaks down the Bridy of its Nofe with

Qne
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one of her Thumbs, and lays it, & /s Mode de for
Pais, all flat. I never knew but one Child that was
born of a Hottentot Woman and was fuffer’d to grow
up with the Bridge of its Nofe entire and in its natu-
ral Elevation: And the Reafon of it was this:
The Woman was married ; and her Husband, {uf-
pecting the Child tohave been begot by an Eyro-
pean, would not allow it the Honour, as he deem’d
it , ofa flat Nofe; but order’d it to be brought up
with the Bridge of its Nofe in its natural Situation,
to denote its Mother’s Infamy. He defign’d
likewife to have profecuted his Wife in the Kraasl
Court for Adultery; but the fled, before the was
apprehended, and was not, while I continued at
the Cape, heard of after. -

I have only to add here, that if a Hostentot, Man
or Woman, recovers of a dangerous Fit of Sicknefs,
Anderfmaken is perform’d by Killing, for the En-
tertainment of the Kraal, a Head of Great or Small
Cattle, according to the Circumitances of the Fa-
mily. If ’tis a Man who recovers, the Men
devour the Meat, and fend the Broth to the Wo-
men. If ’tis a Woman, the Womeneat up all the
Meat ; and the Men are regal’d with the Broth
only.

CH A P. xxvi. &

Of the Funeral Ceremonies of the HoTTEN-
TOTS.

H E N a Hoitentot, Man, Woman, or
Child, is in the Agony, they are immedi-
U 4 ately


p1248979
Sticky Note
Note the mistake,the previous Chapter was Chapter 23



312 The Prefent State of

ately encompafs’d by a Number of their Relations
and Friends, who fet up fuch a terrible Howling as
were enough, one would think, to fright the Seul
out of the Body. But when the laft Breath is given
up, ’tis a thoufand Times worfe 3 tor then they fet
up fuch an outrageous Screaming, Cryir‘;%, Howl-
ing, Yelling and Roaring, and all the While clap
their Hands with fuch a Fury, that at fuch a Time
there is no Staying in a Kraal for an European with
Safety to his Brains. The Krasl fhakes under the
¥aging Din: You hear ’em Miles off: And fuch
a wild horrid racking Noife, I believe, was never
heard but in the Hottentot Countries. .

That the Hottentots believe the Immortality of
the Soul, has been thewnina foregoing Chapter.
But they haveno Notion, that ever I could gather,
of Rewards and Punithments after Death.  And
the Behaviour of a Sick Hoitentot, and of Thofe
about him, are, I think, pretty round Proofs that
they have nane. For, whatever the Sick and Dying
Hg:tentots may think, ’tismoft certain, they neither
pray to any one of their Deities, nor utter a Word
taany Mortal concerning the Condition of their
Souls ar a Future Life. Nor do the Hottentots,
any of *em, fay one Word to the Sick or Dying
upon either of thofe Subjets. Preparation” for
Death, ina Spiritual Senfe , is a Thing they never
appear’d to me to have any Nation of,

The Breath is no fooner out of the Body than
* the Corpfe is wrapt up, Neck and Heels together

® Vid= Tab. XIV. Fig a (much
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(muchin the Pofture of a Human Fzrus) in the
Kroffe of the Deceas’d. The Captain and the An-
cient Men of the Kraal look immediately out for a
Hole to bury itin. And the whole Kraal prepares
to attend the Corpfe to the Grave. The Corpfe
is wrapt up fo clofe in the Krofle that not the leaft
Part ofit 1s to be feen. The Graye is almoft al-
wayseither a Cleft ina Rock, or a Hole, made by
a Wild Beaft, inthe Ground. The Hoitentots ne-
ver dig one when either of Thefe is to be found at
any convenient Diftance. There rarely pafs more
‘than Six Hours between the Death and the Burial
of a Hottentot, Man, Woman or Child, unlefs
Death happens in the Evening, and the Night is
not very Moon-light. In fuch Cafe they bury not
till the next Morning, But if they have a bright
Moon, they bury in the Night Such as die in the
Evening. From thisExpedition of the Hottentots
in Burying, it may reafonably be thcught that
they bury Manyalive, Whenthe Corpfe is ready
to be brought out, all the Men and Women of the
Kraal,butfuch as are employ’d about the Corpfe,af-
femble before the Door of the Hut ; and fquatting
themfelves in Two Circles, the Men in one, the
‘Women in another, fall a clapping their Hands
and crying Bo, Bo, Bo, (the Hottentot Term for
Father) in very doleful Accents. This Noif¢ is ve-
ry grating to an Europeans at leaft, it was very
grating to me : But the Hottentots aver ’tis a very
moving melting melancholy Piece of Mufick to
them, and very fuitable to the Occafion. A Hos-
tentos Corpfe is never brought out by the Door of
a Hut; but the Mats on one Side, over againft
.the Place where the Corpfe lies in the Hut, %eing
loofen’d , tis brought out that Way. I fought

ve.
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very diligently among the Hottentots for the Reafon
of This ; but all the Reafon Icould meet with for
it, was Hottentot Cuftom. Nota Word more upon
the Matter could I fetch out from either Man or
Womanof’em; and I tried a Multitude of both
Sexes. The Bearers arenam’d by the Captain of
the Kraal, or by the Relations of the Deceas’d, and
carry the Corpf{¢in their Arms. When the Corpfe
is brought out, the Circles before the Door of the
Hut rife and follow it to the Grave, but in no
Manner of Order, faving that the Men and Wo-
men generally march in feparate Bodies. And all
the Way both Men and Women make fuch a
wretched Howling of Bo, Bo, Bo, wring their
Hands in fuch a Manner, make fuch Grimaces,
"and put them{elves into fuch odd ridiculous Poftures,
that the Ewuropeans at the Cape ever repair to a
Hottentot Funeral when they have a Mind to have
their Bellies full of Laughing. And indeed I could
never fee a Hottentot Funeral without laughing very
heartily. Being arriv’d at the Hole, they put the
Corpfe immediately into it, and fill it up with the
Mould of Ant-Hills, withgreat Stones and Pieces
of Wood. Theycram Stones and Pieces of Wood
into a Grave for the better Security of the Corpfe
from the Wild Beafts : And they fill upa confide-
rable Partof the Grave, next the Corpfe, with the
Mould of Ant-Hills, in order that the Corpfe
may be confum’d the fooner. The Grave being
fil’dup, the whole Company immediately returns
to the Kraal, and go again to the Hut of the De-
ceas’d; before the Door of which they again fquat,
the Men in one Circle, the Women in another , and
again fet upa terrible howling Lamentation ; fre~
quently crying Bo, Boy Bo, Bororo, Rbodo atfches

n
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in moft woful Accents, and yelling out.other
ftrange Terms I could not learn the Meaning of.
They frequently call likewife upon the Deceas’d by
his Name; frequently ftart up, and writhe their
Bodies into a thoufand ridiculous Poftures; now and
then clapping their Hands; and, throughout this
whole Scene, which lafts about an Hour, grinning,
ftaring, and making the moft foolith or the moft
hideous Faces that ever were beheld.

‘When they have pafs’d about an Hour in this
Second Lamentation before the Hut of the Deceas’d,
the Word is given for Silence, and the Circles fquat
clofe. ¥ Then ftep Two Old Fellows, Friends or
Relations of the Deceas’d, one into the Circle of
the Men, the other into the Circle of the Women,
and pifs each upon all the Company he has aboat
him ; piffing a little upon one, then a little upon
another, quite round the Circle, till his whole Stock
of Urine is exhaufted. Ard all the Company re-
ceives it with the greateft Eagernefs andVeneration,
‘When the Old Fellows are at the End of their
‘Waters, they ftep into the Hut of the Deceafed by
the Door; and having taken each a Handful of
Afhes from the Hearth or Fire-Place, they come
out by the Paflage open’d for the Corpfe 3 and ftep-
ping each into the Circle on which he pifs’d, ftrew
the Athes, by Little and Little, upon the whole
Company, The Afhesthe Companies receive with
the higheft Veneration, and rub ’em with great Ea-
gernefs upon their Bodies. If the Circles on this
Occafion are but fmall, the Office of Piffing and
Scattering Afhes upon ’em is perform’d by one and

* Vide Tab, XIV. Fig 2, h
the
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the fame Man. The Office perform’d, the Circles
rife andretire. If the Deceas’d was a Perfon of
Note, or well belov’d in the Kraal , they perform
betore his Hut a Lamentation of an Hour long,
much after the Manner of this Second, forThree or
Four Days, fometimes for Seven or Eight Days to-
gether.

I took Abundance of Pains, and fpent not a little
Money, to come at the Meaning of the Piffing and
the Scattering of Afhes here, and at Length ob-
tain’d the following Explanations from feveral Hot-
tentots. ¢ As tothe Piffing, faid they, ’tis done
« by Way of Compliment. The Old Men there-
¢« by return Thanks to the Circles for the Ho-
¢ nour they have done the Deceas’d in Accompa-
¢ nying his Corpfe to the Grave.” How ! faid I :
The Thankson this Occafion runin a Stream of
Urine ! Pray, Why fo? Why is not the Compli-
ment deliver’d by Word of Mouth? <« We know
¢ not that, > They replied. ¢ All wecan fay I,
¢¢ that fuch is the Cuftom; and ’tis always taken
for a Complimentof Thanks. >> Strange! The dif-
ferent Notions different Nations entertain of the
fame Thing ! The Force, the Witchcraft of Cuf-
tom ! To be pifs’d upon in Exrope is 2 Token of
the higheft Contempt :To be pifs’d on in the Hozzen-
tot Countrics is a Token of the higheft Honour.
Pifling is the Glory of all the Hottentot Ceremo-
nies. ¢ For Scattering the Athes upon the Com-
pany, * faid they , ¢ ’tis done to putthe Compa.
<¢ nyin Mind of the State to which they themfelves
<¢ muft quickly be reduc’d."T'is done to humble their
<¢ Pride, to extinguifh their Vanity, to banith all
< Diftin&ions from among, *em ; and to thew ’clx:;.

that
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s¢ that Old and Young, the Strong and the Infirm,
¢ Richand Poor, the Beautiful and the Ugly will
¢¢ All be prefently alike 5 All reduc’d to Duft and
¢ Afhes.” This Way af Talking furpris’d me ve-

agreably : For after a Multitude of Converfa-
tions which I had had with a Multitude of Hoztentots
before, upon Religious Topicks, I conceiv’d, that
as they did not trouble themfelves about a Future
State , o they had Nothing inftrutive among
em upon the Head of Mortality. They added,
that while the Old Man fcatter’d the Afhes, he gave
his Blefling to the Company : And that his Blefling,
on this Occafion, was efteem’d of great Force, and
was not thereforea little welcome to every one.

I took Abundance of Pains both to reafon and
to ridicule the Hottentots out of their -Veneration for
the Ceremony of Piffing. But I could never do
any Good in the Matter. They hold the Cuftom
fo dear and venerable, that they have hardly Pati-
ence to heara Word againt it.

The Lamentations before the Hut of the Deceas’d
being at an End, if the Deceas’d left any Cattle,
his Heir kills a Sheep, and fome of the neareft
Relations of the Deceas’d, if they are able, do the
fame, by Way of Anderfmaken, for the Entertain-
ment of the Kraal beforeit breaksup. The Cawl
of the Sheep, kill'd by the Heir, being well pow-
der’d with Buchu, is put about the Heir’s Neck :
And he is oblig’d to wear it there, be the Stench of
it never fo offenfive, tillitrots off, and not a Bit
remains that can be tied on. The other Relations
of the Deceas’d wear likewife about their Necks
the Cawls of the Sheep theykill on this Occafion:

and



318 The Prefent State of

and they wear ’em too whilea Bit will hang to the
Neck. Thefe Cawlsare the Mourning the Rich
Hottentots put on for the Dead. If the Deceafed
left no Cattle, and his Relations are fo poorly pro-
vided, that they cannot afford to kill any for the
Entertainment of the Kraal before it breaks up,
they get their Heads thav’d in the Manner defcrib’d
in the foregoing Chapter ; a thav’d Head being in
fuch Cafe, as has been faid, the Badge of Hotzentot
Mourning for the Dead.

Such are the Cuftoms and Ceremonies of the Hoz-
tentots at the Funerals of Such among ’em as die of
Diftemper. But they have a cruel Kind of Funeral
Cuftom with Regard to Such, of both Sexes, as
are fo fuperannuated that they are not able to
crawl or perform any ufeful Matter. So long as a
Man isable to fetch in but one Sticka Day for Fi-
ring or any other Ufe, or isable to turn his Hand
to ferve the leaft good Occafion among ’em, he is
very tenderly treated by his Family, his Relations
and every one elfe; and his Life is made as eafie to
himas poffible. °*Tis the fame with a Woman,
So long as fhe can crawl to fetch Home an Herb,
Root, or Stick, or can be in the leaft Degree ufe-
ful in Cooking orin any other Domeftick Matter,
fhe is treated with the utmoft Tendernefs on all
Hands. Butwhen they can no longer cravl, and
no longer be of any Manner of Service in any
Thing, they are thruft out of the Society, and con-
fin'doa folitary Hut at a confiderable Diftance
from the Kraal, there, with a {fmall Stock of Pro-
vifions, plac’d within their Reach, but without Any
one to comfort or affift *em, to die either of Ageor
Hunger, or be devour’d by fomeWild Beaft, When

a
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a Hottentot Man is fo fuperannuatedas to be pafs’d
all Manner of ufeful A&ion, if he has any Cattle, he
is oblig’d to make over theWhole to his Eldeft Son,
if he has Sons, or, in Default of MaleIfue, to his next
Male Relation. If the Heir hasa Mind tobe rid of the
OldFellow, he erects a Hut in fome folitary Place,
at a good Diftance from the Kraasl;and then, having
aflembled the Men of the Kr4al, he acquaints’em with
the State of the Old Wretch, and with What he has
done ; and defires their Confent that the Ol Fel-
low may be convey’d to the Hut. A Kraal never,
on this Occafion, refufes its Confent ; but the Far~
mality of Asking it is indifpenfible, It rarely hap-
pens that an Heir fuffers the fuperannuated Wretch
he inherits from to languifh out his Days in his Fa-
mily. The Confent of the Kraal being obtain’d, a
Day is fix’d for Conveying the Old Fellow; and the
Herr killsan Ox, or Two or Three Sheep, for the
Entertainment of the Xraal; when all the Inhabi-
tants take their laft Leave of the old Wretch. The
Day being come, the Wretch is convey’d to the
Hut upon a Carriage-Ox; and is accompanied by
all or motft of the Inhabitants of the Kraal. Being
laid in the Middle of the Hut, and a fmall Stock of
Provifions plac’d clofe by him, the Company re-
turns and abandons him for ever ;5 and not a Horten-
tot, from that Hour,once peeps in :fpon him or comes
near the Hut. Their Manner Conveying and
Leaving a fuperannuated Woman is in every Par-
ticular the fame.

If you reprefent to the Hostentots , as I have done
very often, the Inhumanity of this Cuftom, they
are aftonifh’d at the Reprefentation, as proceeding,
intheir Opinion, from an Inhumanity of your %‘v;n.

¢
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The Cuftom , in their Way of Thinking, is fup-
ported by very pious and very filial Confiderations.
< Is it not a Cruelty, *’ they ask you, ¢ to fuffer
t¢ either Man or Woman to languifh any confide-
¢¢ rable Time under a heavy motionlefs Old Age?
¢ Can you fee a Parent or a Relation fhaking and
¢ freezing under a cold dreary heavy ufelefs Old
<« Age, and not think, in Pity to ’em, of putting
<¢ an End to their Mifery, by putting, which is the
<< only Means, an End to their Days ¢ Why fhould
¢ Life be prolong’d, that is wholly and remedi-
<¢ lefly miferable, and wholly ufelefs? And where
< lies the Humanity of Suffering the Prolongation?
¢¢ For our own Parts, we fee it not, But, on the
¢¢ other Side, we think we fee the greateft Huma-
<< nity in Haftening the Conclufion of fuch a Life,
Such are the Things, but here a little meliorated,
which the Hottentots urge when you attack ’em up-
on this Cuftom: And they defend it fo obftinately
that they are not, I conceive, to be driven from it
by all the Reafoning and Addrefs in the World.

Boeving, where he mentions the Cruelty of the
Hottentots in Expofing Some of their Children, fays,
he heard there were Some among *em who, in or-
der to get rid of their Ancient Men and Women,
famifh’d ’em. But he fears, he fays, he was not
truly inform’d. Honeft Man! 1 commend his
Doubting, fince he was not fure of the Goodnefs
of his Information ; but I blame him, while he had
an -Opportunity, for not informing himfelf better.
Someof *em only, quotha! I affure the Reader it
is the general Practice throughout all the Hoszentot
Nations. If the Superannuated be the Captain of
a Kraal, or the wealthieft Man in the Country, aggi

is
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his Heir (to whom, on the firft Appearance of Su-
perannuation, he is oblig’d to make over his whole
Stock of Cattle) has 2 Mind he fhould be convey’d
to the fatal Hut, and ’tis rarely he has not, awa
he is carried, without any Scruples of Refpect to his
Office orhis Wealth, and expos’d in the fame Man-
ner as the obfcureft Piece of Superannuation
among *em.

I leave the Reader to his own Refle(tions upon
the Suppofition that the like Cuftom was introduc’d
in Eyrope. :

CHAP IXXIX.

A Review of the Vices and Virtues of the
HoTTENTOTS.

fhall clofe this Hiftory of the Hotzentots wvith a
Review of their Vicesand Vertues. Such a
Chapter I think isdue to every Popular Hiftory.
And Ihave feveral Particulars to add which will en-
ter very naturally into it.

The Vice of the Hostentots that firft ftrikes the
Eye of an European, is their Lazinefs ; than which
there is certainly Nothing fo fhocking of the Kind
under the Sun.  Of this reigning Vice their Minds
as well as their Bodies are the chain’d Slaves. Rea-
foning, with Them, is Working ; and Working,
the Capital Plague of Life. They abhor ’em both;
and think Nothing fo worthy of the Human Na-
ture, Nothing fo charming as Idlenefs ; in which
they pafs Three Parts, at Leaft, in Four of their

X Days
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Days. They fee, among the Europeans, and are
as fenfible as you are of the noble Fruits that are
reap’d from Induftry. But All that can be fthewn
*em of this Kind and All youcan fay to ’em will
not induce ’em to cultivate thefame Vertue. No:
Supinity and Reverie are, with Them, the Top
Enjoyments of Human Lifes and they rarely
fufpend *em but when Hunger growls or fome other
Neceflity threatens. Agriculture, tho’ an Art they
knew not before they knew the Europeans, Mul-
titudes of *em underftand to Perfeétion ; in this Ca-
pacity frequently ferving the Europeans at the Cape,
and going in the fame beyond all or moft of the
Europeans there'; yet can you not perfuade a Hoz-
tentot to ‘give himfelf the Trouble of Sowing a
Crain for himfelf; tho’ they all of ’em love Bread,
and will think themfelvesoblig’d to you for the
mouldieft and the hardeft Cru#f. What Prodigies
of Lazinefs and Obftinacy ! What, with fo nume-
rous and large Traéts of rich Lands as they are in
Pofleflion of, might they not do and be by the
Help of a little Induftry.

If you fhakea Stick ata Hostensot, who is not
in your Service, and threaten to compel him to
.work,. he immediately takes to his Heels, and is
immediately Miles out of your Reach. The Hotten-
tots are the greateft Lovers of Liberty in theWorld.
Compulfion isDeath to ’em;. For the Time they
undertake to ferve you, they are all Obedience to
your Commands, and execute ’em with unparral-
lel’d Fidelity and Difpatch. But when that Time
is out, they are generally deafon that Ear towards
which you talk to *em of Working, and rarely re-
eover their Hearing on that Side till their Hire s

all
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all gone. I have known many a Hottentot, Who
has had but juft his Regale for a Dozen Hours,
refufe to go on an Errand for a very extraordinary
Reward. He has had a little Brandy or Arack and
a little Tobacco, or Money to buy ’em, fufficient
perhaps for that Day ; and This has render’d him
infenfible to all Overtures of Employment. The
Hoztentots fay, as do often we, Let to Morrow take
Care for it Self : And hardly One in Ten Thoufand
of ’em lays up for a Rainy Day., Boeving reflects
with a great Beal of Juftice ang a very becoming
‘Warmth upon the monftrous Lazinefs o?this People.,

The Hpttentot Vice that comes next in View is
Drunkennefs. The Hottentots would doubtlefs be
the drunkeneft People on Earth, had they Liquor
enough toebe fo. Supply ’em with any ftrong Li-

uor, and with Tobacco, andthey will drink till
they canpot ftand, fmoak till they cannot fee, and
roar till they cannot hear. They will live and die
by the Cask, while there is a Drop in it; and
rarely ceafe Drinking, while they are able to carry
the Cup to their Mouths. Yet, asI have already fre-
quently obferv’d, raging as is their Paffion for Strong
Liquors, they will not touch a Drop of any Sort that
is committed to their Care. They are, for Liquors
and every Thing elfe, the truftieft People in the
World. And if they go Shares among Themfelves in
any Kind of Liquor, they will not one of em cheat
another of his Due. But the Majority of the Hoz-
#¢entors can rarely come at any ftrong Liquor.

The Women, when they can, plunge as far into
this Vice as the Men. Both Sexes are inexpreflibly
foolifh and extravagant in their Liquor. While

X 2 they
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they can ftand, - they caper and ftamp and writhe
themfelves into a Thoufand Poftures of Buffoonery;
moft of which, I am apt to think, were never exhi-
bited in Europe, and are of purely Hottentot Inven-
tion. And, up or down, they howl and roar and
yell and fcream and lofe themfelves in a Million of
the wildeft Diftractions. But the Extravagancies of
the Women in their Liquor, like the Extrava-
gancies of our own drunken Females, are much
more foolith and furious than thofe of the Men.
Yet will both Sexes generally bear a confiderable
%ax}x{tity of any Sort of Liquor before they are
runk.

In the Family where I firft lodg’d at the Cape
Town, wasa Hottentot Woman-Servant, extreme-
ly belov’d for her Fidelity, Diligence and Good
Nature. Her Paffion for Strong Liquors was, it
feems, her greateft Infirmity. And a little too
much always made a Sort of a Devil of her. The
Family therefore took a great Deal of Care to kee
her from Drinking any Strong Liquors to Excefs.
I'was as yetunacquainted both with the Infirmity of
this Woman and the Excefles of her Country-Peo-
ple, when one Evening, underftanding that I had
a Cask of Wine by me, the came to me in m
Apartment , and earneftly befought me that
would give her a Little of it. << For, * fays the
({peaking Dutch ) < I have had for a mighty
¢« While a ftrange Longing to folace my felf with
< g little good Liquor; which I have not tafted
for a long Time paft, and which, alas, I know
<< not otherwife how to come by. >’ Poor Woman,
faid I, *Tis a hard Cafe indeed.  What, No body
take Pity on you ! No body relieve your Longir;g,!

Q
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No body give you now and then a comforting Glafs!
¢« Alas, Sir, ** replied fhe, <« No. *Tis a hard
<« Matter for poor Folks to come by a little good
« Liquor. . Ha! fay you fo. Well, Good
‘Woman, faid I, I’ll be your Friend. Come, How
much will do ? ¢¢ Do, Sir ? ** fhe return’d, ¢¢ What
¢ you pleafe ; juft What you pleafe. Ah, you
¢ are a good Gentleman, fo you are.” And
reaching a Quart-Pot the Baggage wheedled me
fo artfully that I gave it her Top full. But before
I parted with it, tho’ at that Time I knew Nothing,
as I have faid, of the Hostentot Exceffes, 1 advis’d
her that the fhould on no Account drink it All up
prefently 5 but that fhe fhould drink it by Little
and Little, and make it fervea long Time. Pro-
mifing me that fhe would follow my Advice, fhe
tript away in a Tranfport of Joy ; and I thought
I had perform’d a notable Deed of Charity. In
a few Minutes fhe was with me again; fmiling,
and fwinging in her Hand the empty Quart. She
had drank it all up. ¢ Look you, Sir, faid fhe,
(with a very furprifing Confidence, which the ow’d
to the Liquor) ¢ I am come for more Wine. I
#¢ am of Opinion, ’tis extremely delicious. But I
<¢ am not {ure of it : And Ilong to be fure. Now
¢ a little more will make me very fure. And I
¢ dare fay you are fo gooda Gentleman that you
¢ will not deny it me. > I now began to perceive
my Miftake. Look you, faid 1, Good Woman, you
have not kept your Promife with me to drink what
I gave you, moderately ; and ’tis my Refolution
to give you no more now, whatever I may do
hereafter, I had no fooner faid This than the fell
into a loud Laughter; and told me plainly thae
fhe would notleave me till I had given here” more.

X 3 ¢« There
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<: There is no Time, » faid the, ¢ like the Time
< prefent. Another Time you may have no Wine,
¢ ornonefogood. And I think, but I am not
<¢ f{ure, that thisis the moft delicious Wine that
¢« everI tafted. Now you muft ; you fball make me
¢ fure. You fhall give me the other Quart, Sir;
¢ and that will make me very fure. ” 1 did what
I could by fair Words to put an End to her Impor-
tunity ; but they not effecting it, I threaten’d to
complainto her Mafter and Miftrefs ; and was juft
ftepping to call to one or other of ’em when they
both, havingfmeltout the Matter, flept in to us,
But without minding either one or other, fhe repea-
ted again and again her Requefts for more Wine,
and that in fo paffionate and ridiculous a Manner,
that my Landlord and Landlady fell a laughing
very heartily 5 and I could not help laughing as
heartily asthey. ¢ Nay, fays my Landlord, who
underftood What I had done, ¢ fince you have begun
<¢ the Work, you muft go through Stitch with it.
¢« Since you have blown her Half Seas over, you
¢« muft not chop theWind in herTeeth till heis 1)a.,ir-
¢ ly on the other Side. My Word for it the leaves
<< younot till you have given her the other Quart.”
This was giving me to underftand that he had a
Mind I thould quite fuddle her. He had been fe-
veral Times diverted with her farciful Extravagan«
cies in Liquor, and was defirous I fhould be enter-
tain’d with the fame Maggotries. I did not much
care for this Sport, but finding that he, in 2 Man-
ner, infifted on it, I gave her the other Quart of
Wine; and fhedrank it off immediately before us.
Havirg emptied the Pot, the extended her Arms,
and told me, that in Return for my Kindnefs fhe
vouldenertain n e wih a Zlotentst Dance.  This

{2+
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Hottentot Dance was a Jumble of Stamping, Caper-
ing and Wriggling the Body ; and fhe perform’d
it with fuch a Fury of Adtion, that her Brains
were quickly enflam’d, and fhe was under the moft
raging Intoxication. She ftopt ; ftar’d wildly upon
the Company ; and fet her Tongue a going with
the Furyofa Jack-Flyer, pouring out a Thoufand
of the maddeft Conceits that ever were heard. She
then fell into an outrageous Fit of Laughter, which
lafted for a confiderable Time, and fhook her Sides
very briskly. ‘This was fucceeded by fuch a horrid
Howling and Screaming, that the Noife was hardly
to be endur’d ;5 and you would not have imagin’d,
had you heard it, and not at thefameTime feen the
Wretch, that it came from a Human Creature.
After fome Time had pafs’d to the moft woful
Tune that ever was heard, the Scene chang’d its
Face again. She refum’d her Specch, and re-
proach’d her felf with a Thoufand Vices and Fole
lies which No body had ever dreamt fhe was to be
charg’d with, and None could believe the had ever
committed. At the End of thefe Refletions on
her felf, the became in Appearance very fober.
She talk’d leifurely ; and blam’d me for giving her
fo much Liquor; and faid her Drunkennefs was
my Fault, for that I'had prefs’d the Wine upon her
againft her Inclinations. But this Appearance of
Sobriety quickly vanifh’d ; and bounce fhe went
intoa Fit of Laughings and from thence into a
Fit of Crying. Again fhe went the Rounds of
Madnefs, now laughing, now crying, now cape
ring, now ftamping, now ftanding Stock ftill 3
now chearful and chattering like a Magpie, now
mute and melancholy ; now exclaiming againft her
felf, now againft others; now howling and {cream-
X 4 ing
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ing, and now laughing’ heartily again. Never was
Imagination more fhatter’d than hers. I could no
longer endure the Spectacle. It grew late;and her
Noife difturb’d the Neighbours: My Landlord
therefore weat up to her; and fhaking his Cana
over her, told her, that if fhe did not immediately
ceafe her Noife and go to Bed, he would thrafh
her tightly ; and charg’d her to give the Family
no farther Difturbance. Upon this, whether the
‘Words or the Sight of the Care effetted the Mat-
ter, or both had a Share in it, fhe reti’d imme-
diately and filently to her Bed; and the Family
heard no more of her till the next Morning ;5 when
the poor Creature, coming to her Work, appear’d
in the greateft Confufion. She was All Melancho-
ly and Shame. She had not the Courage to look
up, and would have hid her Face from every one.
Her Miftrefs coming up and rattling her upon her
laft Night’s Extravagance, fhe turn’d from her and

fell a crying bitterly, a Thing not ufual among the
Hottentots. ~ She complain’d very piteoufly of the
Head-Ach ; and falling on her Knees, begg’d Par-
don of the Family for the Difturbance the had given,
and of the Gentleman (meaning mte ) for importunin
him to give her that Wicked Liquor, as fhe term®
it 3 and promii’d never to be drunk again. Soon af-
ter, coming in my Way, fhe ftopt me very refpect=
fully, to ask Pardon for her Rudenefs and Extrava-
gance 3 and told me fhe would never drink more of
that wicked Liquor. Why, faid I, Good Woman,
the Liquor is good Liquor, It has no Fault but when
you drink toe much of it. To which fhe refurn’d
very difcreetly, ¢ But, Sir, fince I have not the
¢ Command of my felf in Drinking it, the beft
¢ Way for me will be never to touch it agaj.;x.(;‘

n
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‘And, according to All I could hear of the Woman,
and I heard of her frequently for feveral Years af-
ter, the follow’d her own Counfel exaétly, and would
no more on any Account touch a Drop of Wine
or any other ftrong Liquor.

But Drunkennefs, ragingas fhe iswhen fhe ap-
pears among, the Hottentots , is never feen among;
’em with all the Vices in her Train that frequent-
Iy follow her in Europe. Liquor was never known
to put either Man or Woman of *em upon Adul-
tery or Fornication. ‘The Hozientots have no No-
tion, when they are drunk, of Going a Whoring.
All the Civil Diforders among ’em occafion’d by
Drunkennefs are Quarrelling and Fighting. And
their drunken Quarrels fometimes iflue fatally.
Now and then one or otheris flain. But this only
among the Men. TheWomen rarely fight with one
another ; and their Battles never end 1n Slaughter.
The Hottentot Women, like the Women of Exrope,
generally fcold it out. Nor do the %arrcls
among tie Men ever iffue fatally when the Women
arenear. For the Women if they fee ’em, imme-
diately interpofe; and when the Women interpoft,
the Men fight no longer. Nay, the Women need
only prefent themfelves before the Men, without
uttering a Word, in order to put an End to Fight-
ing among ’em ; for the Men will not fight in the
Prefence of the Women. As foon as they difco~
cover the Women running towards ’em, down go
their Weapons to the Ground, and the Battle is at
an End. They leave Blows for Debate 3 and only
argue upon the Matter: And if the Matter be of
no great Weight, they generally become in g
Quarter of an Hour, thg Women aflifting, as good

or
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or better Friends than ever ; and down they Iquat
and fmoak out of the fame Pipe; now one taking
three or four Whiffs, now the other as many,
and fo on till the Pipe is out, in Teftimony of their
renew’d Friendfhip. But if the Matter of the
Quarrel be very injurious, or the Parties are very
ftomachful, they make, indeed, a Shew of Peace
for the Satisfaction of the Women, but *tis only a
Ceflation of Armss and they take the firft Oppor-
tunity, when the Women are out of the Way, or
fufpect not their Defign, to meet and fight again.
The Women rarely trouble themfelves to interpofe
when the Men fight only with Kirri-Sticks.
This is but a Sort of CudgeKPlaying 3 and never
ends in any Thing worfe than a broken Head or a
Rib-Sore. The Women interpofe for the moift
Part, only when the Men betake themfelves to their
Haffagayes, the Men of a Kraal never fighting a-
mong themfelves with Bows and Arrows. And
with the Haffagayes the Men fometimes kill one
another before the Women can come in View.

A flagrant Vice among the Hottentots is the Im-
picety of the Men to their Mothers. The Reader
remembers What has been faid upon it in a precee-
ding Chapter. There certainly neither is nor ever
-was fo vicious anIndulgence on the Side of the Fa-
thers, and fo barbarous a Cuftom on the Side of the
Sons, among any other People: And the!Men are,
without Doubt, in thefe Refpects the moft brutith
and abominable of all Human Creatures.

The Expofing of Children, a Cruelty among the
Hottentots which has been defcrib’d 1n a former
Chapter, islikewife a Cuftom that blackenscﬁhe

a
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Charatter of this People very frightfully. *TIS
true, the like Cruelty was frequently practis’d it
feveral Nations of Old, of great Renown for Senfe
and Humanity 3 and, according to fome Hiftories,
is practic’d in fome other Nations, of noe fmall
Reputation for Ingenuity, at this Day, as much,
or more, or more barbaroufly, than it isamong the
Hottentots : And, without ]goubt, wherever it is
fet up as a Cuftom it is thought to be no Crime.
>Tis very certain , the Hostentots think it none.
But Opinion or Belief does not alter the Nature of
Things. The Expofing of Children, ’tis moft cer-
tain, isa very great Crime againft Nature; and
the Crime is the greater, the greater the Parts
and Knowledge of the Criminals ; fince the more
Senfe they have, the more able they are to difcover
the Laws of Nature, and the lefs to be excus’d for
not doing it.

The Cuftom of the Hottentots to famith their
Superannuated makes likewife a frightful Figure on
the vicious Side of the Hottentot Charalter. Can
any Thing be more fhocking than to feea Son bu-
ry his Father or Mother alive ? For ’tis no_better.
Is not Piety to Parents one of the moft glaring Na-
tural Duties? and Old Age the moft naturally vene-
rable of all Human Things ? Is not this Cuftom,
then, the Sheathing of a Sword, as it were, in the
very Heart of Nature, and Tearing out her no-
bleft, her tendereft and moft fenfible Parts ? And
can People reafon more prepofteroufly , more
wretchedly, more infernally than Thofe who main-
tain it. Inthis horrid Cuftom the Hottentots are
much of a Piece with the Old Troglodytes ; who,
we.are told, dealt with thir Superannuated in fghp.

ol-
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following Manner. They tied ’em to the Tails of
Oxen, in the Fields ; and fo left ’em, either to be
kick’d to Death by the Beafts, or to die of Hunger.
And if their Old People, condemn’d for Superan-
nuation, made any Refiftance when they feiz’d ’em
to carry *em to the Ox’s Tail, they flew’em.

Thefe Things make up the vicious or dark Side
of the Hottentot Charatter. I fhall now thew it on
the vertuous or funny Side.

And the brighteft Thing on the vertuous Side of
the Hottentot Charalter, is their mutual Affection.
‘They are certainly the moft friendly, the moft libe-
ral, and the moft benevolent People to one ano-
ther that ever appear’d upon Earth. I am afto-
nifh’d how Boeving could leave the Cape with a
Notion that they generally hate one another, as he
fays they do. Heis in many Things a very exact

riter upon ’em ; but he is there in the greateft
Miftake that ever Author was foundin. A Hotten-
2ot can hardly enjoy himfelf in any Thing but his
‘Wife, unlefs one or more of his Countrymen par-
take with him. Is there a good Meal provided at
Home? He will rarely fit down to it without the
Company of Two or Three or more of his Neigh-
bours. Has hea Dram of Brandy or Arack in his
Hand ? His Countryman nextat Hand, Acquain-
tance or Stranger, hasgenerally Part of it. Is he
fmoaking? He calls to his Countrymen who pafs by
him to ftay and take Half a Dozen Whiffs
with him, The Hostentots are all Kindnefs and
Good Will toone another. I have feen their mu-
tual Liberalities many a Time, and with the high«
elt Pleafure 5 and never faw any Thing like ’em ﬁn

the
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the Chriftian World. Ihave feen a Hottentot in
as much Joy upon having regal’d a Number of
his Countrymen with his own Pipe, as we are or-
dinarily upon a very notable Acquifition. They
are charm’d with (%pportunities of obliging one
another. Is a Hottentor’s Afliftance requird by
one of his Countrymen? He runs togive it. Is
his Counfel ask’d ? He gives it fincerely. Is his Coun-
tryman in Want? He relieves him , according to
his Ability, with the utmoft Readinefs. One of
the greateft Pleafures of the Hottentots certainly
igles in their Gifts and Good Offices to one ano-
el‘.

I have already mention’d one Captain Pegu, a5
he was call’d, a Hottentot of Good Senfe, with
whom I was longand very intimately acquainted.
This Man, upon a certain Time, having come
a long Journey to the Cape, came and found
me at my Lodgings, and with a very agreable
Familiarity told me he was very hungry, and
fhould be very glad if I would provide him with
a Little of Something or other to eat. I imme-
diately fet before him a good Quantity of both
Victuals and Drink ; telling him it was all his
own. He fellto. The Placel entertain’d him in
open’dinto the Street. Pegw, while he was eating,
feeing a Hottentot pafs by, call’d to him, and invited
"him to come and fare as he did. The other took
him at his Word ; join’d him immediately ; fell
to, and eat very heartily. Being then but little
better than a Stranger at the Cape, I was unac-
quainted with this generous Cuftom of the Hotzene
tots 3 and was not therefore a little ftartled at this
Behaviour of my Gueft. And whenthe Fellowhhg

a
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had invited was gone, I told Pegr, that methought
he had not done verK wifely in the Matter : That
I had given him fach ‘a Quantity of Victuals to
ferve him not only for the prefent but likewife for a
Meal or Two to come; and that, as he was far
from Home, I did not queftion but he would have
had the fame provident Thoughts for himfelf. To
this Pegu {urpris’d me with the following Reply,
which I couchas nearly as I can in his own Manner.
<« This, > fays he, ¢ is the Cuftom of the Hosten-
< tots. Icannot regale my felf upon any Thing
but my Brother (fo they call one another) if I fee
¢ him, muft partake withme. If I go to Him,
¢ he alfo makes me welcome to any Thing he
¢¢ has,* ‘The Memory of this Reply I fhall never
lofe butin the Grave. Itever givesme a Mixture
of Delight and Melancholy; Delight, asit fhews a
noble Remain of the Mutual Love and Hofpitality
of the Old World ; and Melancholy, that I met
with it among Infidels, and cannot .find the Like
among Chriftians; thatI founditin the Midft of
the groffeft Ignoranceand JIdolatry, and can meet
with Nothing likeit in the Regions of Light and
Knowledge. To Old and Young, Rich and Poor,
the Known and the Unknown "Hottentot Hofpitali-
ty is the fame. ‘I could never difcover that Intereft
had any Share init.

To European Strangers likewife, as far as I
could ever fee or learn, the Hottentots are generally
extremely hofpitable. ‘They are generally mov’d
at the S'ght of Diftrefs in Perfons of every Com:
plexion, and generally adminifter what Relief they
can ; and this without any Manner of Stipulation.
Capt. Gerbramtx Van der Schelling, after Two

Months
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Months Travelling from the Bay of La Goa (where
he was thipwreck’d) towards the Cape, met with a
Hottentot who fpoke a little Duzch. The Captain
in all that Time had fed -only upon raw Mufgles 3
and for Three Days before he faw this Hottentot,
had met with no Suftenance at all 5 fo that he was
in a very weak Condition 5 and beingat the fame
Time moft grievoufly afilicted with the Bloody Flux,
and in a Manner quite naked too, was a very mo-
ving Obje& of Compaffion. This Hottentot, who
had feen and entertain’d feveral Europeans before in
a fhipwreck’d Condition, took the Captain into his
Hut, and bid him be of good Cheer ; telling him
he was welcome to any Thing he (the Hottentot) had
or could do for him. And underftanding how the
Captain had fed upon his Journey; and that for the
Three laft Days he had eaten Nothing at all, he
told him very difcreetly, that it was not advifeable
he fhould eat muchor any heavy Vituals immedi-
ately ; but that he thould deal very gently with his
Stomach by taking a little tender Bit now and then,
till his Stomach had reover’d fome of its former
Strength. Come, repofe your felf, fays he: I’ll
prepare the lighteft Bits I can for you out of Hand.
Accordingly he fet the Pot upon theFire, and boil’d
fome thin Slices of Mutton. While the Victuals
were preparing over the Fire, he provided the Cap-
tain with a Krgffe and what other Things he had to
fpare that were proper to cover his Nakednefs.
He then gave him a.little of the Mutton Broth 3
which the Captain having fupp’d up, he gave him
oneof thelittle Slices of Mutton, which the Cap-
tain eat 3 and about an Hour after, he gave him
another ; and fo fed him from Time to Time by
Little and Little till the Captain’s Stomach had

re-
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recover'd a good Deal ofits former Strength, At
that Time Claas, the worthy unfortunate Hotten-
#ot, whofe Story is related in the IVth Chapter of
this Hiftory , was about Twenty Miles from the
Place, trafficking by Commiffion from the Govern-
ment at the Cape for Cattle ; which being known to
the Captain’s Hoft, he had no fooner heard the Cap-
tain’s Story and taken him into his Hut than he dif-
patch’da Meflenger to Clzas toacquaint him with
‘What had happen’d, and to defire that he would take
a Step to the Place and affift in adminiftring Relief.
Claas repair’d thither the Hour he had the News,
carrying with him every Thing his Store furnith’d
which he thought might be ferviceable in the Cafe 3
particularly, fome odd Things, much more hand-
fome and commodious than What the Hoft could
furnith, for Raiment; which, on his Arrival, he
prefented to the Captain, and the Captain put on.
And Claas and the Hoft together , in a few Days,
fet the Captain fo well upon his Legs, that he was
able to travel to the Cape 3 and thither Claas very
fafely efcorted him.,

The Integrity of the Hostentots, their Strictnefs
and Celerity in the Execution of Juftice, and their
Chaftity are Things in which they excell all or moft
other Nations in the World. A moft beautiful Sim-
plicity of Manners runs through All the Nations of
’m. And Numbersof ’em have told me, that the
Vices they faw prevail among Chriftians ; their Ava-
rice, their Envy and Hatred of one another, their
reftlefs difcontented Tempers, their Lafcivioufnefs
and Injuftice were the Things that principally kept
the Hottentots from Hearkening to Chriftianity.
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CH A P. xxvii. &

An Account of the Durce Government at
the Care of Goop Hork ;. their Buildings,&ec.
together with an Account of the Author’sVoy=-
age Home,

Aving difpatch’d the Hiftory of the Hosten-

tots , I fhall give the Publick an Ac-

count of the Dutch Government at the Cape of Good

Hope. ‘There are in it feveral good Inftitutions for

the Prefervation of Themfelves and their Civil

Rights, an Account of which muft needs be agrea-
ble to every intelligent Perfon.

The Memory of ¥an Riebeck, who made the firft
Settlement here for the Dutch, as has been related
in the foregoing Hiftory, is in very high Efteem
both at the Cape and in Holland. He had a wonder-
ful Geniusfor the Undertaking, and was very fuc-
cefsful. The India Company having given him,
when he embark’d on the Expedition, full Powers
to do in every Matter juft What he fhould think fit
for the Company’s Intereft, without fetting up any
One to be the leaft Check upon him, and to take
to his Afliftance whomfoever he thould think pro-
per ( who fhould be entertain’d by the Company as
Officers under him,) his Genius had its full Play;
and it thone with uncommon Brightnefs throughout
the whole Labour. He hdd no fooner fet Foot on
the Cape, than he fet up feveral notable Inftitutions
for the Good Government of his People. As
his People encreas’d, he fet up others. His Suc-
ceffors in the Government , the People encreafing,

Y made
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made Additions : ' And the Government now ftands
upon the Eight following Eftablithments; namely,
a Grand Council, in which the Governour prefides,
for the Diretion of all the Interefts and Affairs of
the Co méJany atthe Cape 5 a Court or College, as
itis call’d, of Juftice 3 a Petty Court for Aflualts,
Trefpaffes , and fmall Debts; a Court of Mar-
riages 3 2 Chamber of Orphans, an Ecclefiaftical
Council ; 2 Common Council 3 and a Board of Mi-
litia. The T'wo laft were inftituted by the Gover-
nour Simon Van der Stel, upon the Arrival of a large
Colony of French Refugees to fettle under him.

The Grand Council, or, asit is fometimes term’d,
The College of Policy, confifts of the Governour
and Eight others, whoare generally the next Prin-
cipal Officers in the Company’s Service. The Go-
vernour is Prefident with a Double Vote. This Coun«
cilis the Company’s Reprefentative at the Cape, and
a Sort of Reprefentative too of the States General. It
looks to Trade and Navigation ; makes Peace orde-
claresWar with the Hottentots 5 and has the Manage-
ment of every Thing that regardstheSafety or Intereft
of the Settlement. *T'is generally held on Mondays;
aflemblesat Nine in the Morning, and generally
fits till Noon. *Tis fummon’d by a Bell which
hangs over the Gate of the Fort. ‘This Courcil cor-
refponds with the Court of Dire&ors in Holland,
with the Dutch Government at Batavia, and with
That at Ceylon. And Regifters of all Tranfactions
in it, and Copies of all its Difpatches, together
with all the Letters that are brought to it, are care-
fully laid up by the Secrctary. When the Mem-
bers enter or leave the Fort, the Garrifon pays
them the Martial Salute, an Honour done tohno

others
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others at the Cape. And they are extremely reve-
renc’d too by all the Exropeans in the Country.

The next is the Court, or, as it is term’d, the
College of Juftice. This generally confifts of the
fame Members that compofe the Grand Council.
‘This Court hears and determines in all Civil and
Criminal Cafes of Moment that happen among the
Europeans at the Cape. If an European, who 1s not
in the Company’s Service, is Plaintitf or Defendant,
the Accufer or the Accufed, in this Court, againft
Onewho is in that Service; ar if his Slave is accus’d
in this Court by one of the Company’s Servants,
the Three Regent Burgher-Mafters, Magiftrates at
the Cape, chofen annually out of Such as arenot in
the Company’s Service, come inand affift in the
Tryal, carefully feeingthat Judgment is not par-
tial on the Side of the Company’s Servant. Ap-
peals lie from the Decrees of this Court Two Ways,
either to the Supreme Court of Juftice in Batavia,
which is compos’d of Perfons eminently learn’d in the
Civil Laws, or to the Supreme Court of Juftice in
Holland, Sometimes, butvery rarely, Appeals are
carried from hence to the Supreme Court at Basg-
wia, and from thence to the Supreme Court in Hol-
land, whichisthe Dernier Refort. The Party who
intends to appeal from the Judgment of this Court,
mutt fignifie his Intention to the Court in Writing,
in Ten Days after Judgment given, and depofit in
the Court the Sum of One Hundred Florins, to re-
main in the Handsof a Perfon to be appointed by
the Court, till final Judgment fhall be obtain’d; and
to be paidto the Refpondent if Judgment fhall be
affirm’d, and return’d to the Appellant if Judg-

ment fhall be revers’d.
Y 2 A
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A Petty Court, dependent on This, but for.
merly not fo, is One for Punithing for Affaults and
Batteries, and other the like Breaches of the Peace,
and for Determining Trefpafies and fmall Debts.
It confifts of a Member of the Grand Council, or
College of Policy, who prefidesin it, and reports

. to the Council the Proceedings 3 and of Three Bur-
ghers, and Four of the Company’s immediate Ser-
vants, one of whom is Clerk of the Court. One
of the Burghers is Vice Prefident. No Aétion is to
be brought into this Court for more than a Hun-
dred Crowns. The Prefident and other Members
are chofen every Two Years. The Burghers and
the Company’s Servants prepare Lifts of Double
the Number of the Members, and prefent them to
the Grand Council, in which, out of thofe Lifts, lies
the Choice. But in thofe Lifts are always retain’d
fome of the Sitting Members; and T'wo or Three of
>em arealways rechofen, in order to their inform-
ing the New-elected in the Method of Proceeding,
andin the Proceedings on Matters not yet brought
to an Iffue.

Copies of all Proceedings in this Court and in
the Court of Juftice, and of all the Sentences and
Decrees of the fame, are from, T'ime toTime, by the
Grand Council, tranfmitted to Holland.

The Court of Marriages, as it is call’d, looks
to the Lawfulnefs of all Marriage-Contraéts, before
the Celebration of Marriage. - This Court fees,
that all Contracts of Marridge among the Europeans
at the Cape arcallow’d by the Parents or Guardi-
dians on both Sides, if fuch there be; and that
neither Party is under any Engagement or Promiﬁ;

: 0
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ofMarriage to another. It confifts of the fame Mem-
bers with the Petty Court for Punithing Affaults &c.
and is held every Saturday in theEvening. ThisCourt,
upon Receiving Satisfaction in the Matters of its
Enquiry, (the Parties and their Parents or Guar-
dians, 1if fuch there be, appearing at the fame Time
before it) grants a Warrant of Marriage, directed
to the Paftor of the Parith where the Parties live,
authorifing him to publith the Bans of Matrimony
from his Pulpit on the Three following Sundays,
and then to join the Parties in Marriage, if no Perfon
has appear’d to forbid the Bans. If the Parties are
of different Parifhes, the Court orders the Bans to be
publifh’d in the Churches of both. And if any
Perfon appears to farbid the Bans, he muft thew
Caufe to the Court of Marriages on the next Court-
Day ; and if Caufebe fhewn to the Satisfaction of
the Court, the Parties cannot join in Marriage at the
Cape. But Nothing of this Kind happen’d during
my Stay there,

*T1is the Cuftom for Men of Note, who are upon
the Point of Marriage, to invite the Court to their
Houfes, there to make its Enquiries, “The Court
rarely refufes to go. *Tis fure of a fplendid En-
tertainment, and ofa Prefent of Ten or Twenty
Crowns into the Bargain. The Clerk, on thofe Oc-
cafions, has Two Crowns for hisTrouble: Whereas
at the Caftle, where the Court is ordinarily held,
he has but one, and the Court no Manner of Gra-
tuity.

But before the Parties appear for Examination
in the Court of Marriages, they muft obferve a
Cuftom , firft introduc’d by the Governour Var

Y 3 dey
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der Stel, and continued without Breach or Difpenfa-
tion ever fince. The Man muft prefent himfelf be-
fore the Governour with his intended Bride, and beg
His Excellency’s Confent to the Marriages which
being obtain’d, but ’tis always conditionally, that no
good Caufe fhallappear to hinder, His Excellency
gives the Man his Mandate, in Writing, to the
Court of Marriages, dire¢ting the Court to make
its Enquiries of and concerning the Parties, and,
in the fame Writing, fignifying his Confent to the
Marriage, provided the Court meets with no good
Caufe to the Contrary.

In the Chamber of Orphans fit Seven Perfons
for the Adminiftration of the Affairs and Interefts
of that Chamber, viz. the Vice Prefident of the
Grand Council, or College of Policy, who prefides
here 5 Three of the Company’s Servants, and
Three Burghers, who arechofen every Two Years
in the fame Manner as are the Members of the Pet-
ty Court for Punithing Affaults &c. The Vice
Prefident of the Chamber is generally one of the
Burghers. There is likewife a Secretary, who takes
Minutes of Proceedings, and regifters the Tran-
fattions of the Chamber. He is always one of the
Company’s Servants, and has an Allowance of
Eighteen Florins a Month and certain Perquifites.
An Orphan of Fortune cannot marry at the Cape
before the Age of Twenty Five without the Con-
fentof this Chamber. If the Chamber finds the
Match to be fuitable, he has a Certificate given
him of the Chamber’s Confent, to be deliver’d to
the Court of Marriages, which, without fuch Cer-
tificate, will not proceed upon his Account before
he is Twenty Five Years old. -

e
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The Ecclefiaftical Council, or College as it is
call’d, is for the good Government of the Reform’d
Churches at the Cape , which are Three in Num-
ber ; and for the proper Application of Money
rais’d and given for the Maintenance of the Poor.
It confifts of the Three Paftors of thofe Churches,
Six Elders, or Church-Wardens, each Church ha-
ving Two, and of Twelve Overfeers of the Poor,
cach Parith having Four. This General Council,
as it may be call’d, decrees'finally, not only upon
the Temporal Matters of the Reform’d Churches
at the Cape, but likewife on many Spiritual Con-
cerns of the faid Churches, The Officesand Cere-
monies in the Worfhip of God in thofe Churches are
alter’d, diminifh’d or augmented by the Decrees of
thisCouncil. And {ojuft and careful is this Council in
the Application of the Charitable Collettions to the
Maintenance of the Poor, thatnot a Beggar is to
be feen inall the Settlement. The Surplufage of
thofe Collettions is either put out to Intereft, or ap-
plied to the Repairs of the Churches or the Mainte-
nance of the Schools at the Cape. The Debates
and Refolutions of this Council on all Matters are
ever fairly regifter’d foon after it breaks up : And
the Regifter-Books of the fame are at allT'imes freely
to be perus’d by any Perfon,

But there is likewife 2 Veftry, or Church-Coun-
cil held from Timeto Timein each Parith. This
confifts of an eminent Parifhioner (generally the
principal Merchant in the Parifh) who.is Prefident;
the Paftar, the Two Elders or Church-Wardens,
and the Four Overfeers of the Poar. Four of this
Council (the Whole making Eight) are Burghers
and Four the Company’s immediate Servanis
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The Paftor is always reckon’d among the
latter.

In each Colony at the Cape there is a Court of
Common Council, confifting of a certain Number
of the Burghersof each, chofenevery Two Years
by the Grand Council, out of Lifts of Double the
eftablith’d Number compofing a Common Council,
prepar’d by the Burghers of each Colony. Thefe
Eftablithments were made by the Governour, Si-
won van der Stel, upon the great Augmentation of
the Colonies by the French Refugees. The Com-
mon Council at the Cspe-Town does Little or
Nothing, having little or no Authority. The Ci-
vil Courts or Colleges, already defcribed, do all
the Bufinefs of Juftice there, All this Council does,
is to propofe Matters, in Favour of the Burghers of
the Cape-Town , to the Grand Council, and to
colle¢t (which it does by its Seniors) the Taxes laid
by the Grand Council upon the Burghers. Indeed
the Three Regent Burgher-Mafters, who are annu-
ally chofen by and out of the Burghers at the Cape-
Town, are Magiftrates of fome Weight, fince they
frequently, upon the Occafions mention’d in my Ac-
count of the Court of Juftice, join the faid Court,
and have not a little Sway in the fame: And th
are not a littlereverenc’d by every one upon this
Account.

But the Common Councils in the other Colonies
are Courts of great Action and Authority. The
Land-Droft or Lieutenant of each of thofe Colonies
prefidesin each Council. EachCouncil has a ftate-
ly Hall toaffemble in, and a Prifon for Delinquents.
The Members of thofe Councils are call’d Home-

. Coun~
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Councellors, an Appellation given them by the Go-
vernour, Simon Van der Stel , when he ereted thofe
Councils. They hear and determine upon all Debts
Trefpafles and other Matters not exceeding a Hun-
dred and Fifty Florins; and try and punifh for
moft Crimes committed within their Jurisdictions;
and for all that are committed by the-Slaves.

Thereare in the Settlement at the Cape Two
Boards of Militia 5 one for the Cape-Town, which
is held in the Town ; the other for the Colonjes of
Hellenbogifb and Drakenflon, which is held in the
Hellenbogi/b Colony. © The Governour, Simon Van
der Stel, upon the Arrival of the Refugees, fet up
2 Militia in the Settlement, confifting of feveral
Bodies of Horfe and Foot; andat the fame Time
eretted thofe Boardsforits Government. There are
‘Ten Perfons commiffion’d to each Board. At the
Board for the Cape-Town prefides always 2 Member
of the Grand Council. The other Members are the
principal Military Officers in the Cape-Colony. At
the other Board prefides the Land-Droftof the Hellen-
bogifb Colony, over Nine ot the principal Military
Officers of the united Militia of that and the Colo-
ny of Drakenfton. Each Board has a Secretary.
Oncea Yearthe whole Militia is mufter’d ; when
come Deputies from the Grand Council to review it,
who look into all Defets and Diforders, and order
and reprove on the Same. There is a good Deal of
Diverlion at thofe Reviews: For as foon as the
Exercife is over, the feveral Companies ground their
Arms, and entertain the Deputies with feveral
Feats of Dexterity and farciful Performances, for
which they are ever rewarded with Abundance of
Laughter and Applaufe. Wh

en
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‘When the Slavesat the Cape run away, Thres
or Four or more together, the Board of Militia for
the Colony where live their Mafters, fend out,
upon Application, a Party of Horfe immediately in

- Purfuit of em. And on any hoftile Appearance
among the Hoztentots againft the Settlement, thefe
Boards are to fend qut Parties againft them,

*Tis the enjoin’d Duty of the Burghersin the fe-
veral Colonies to keep Watch by Nights but, as
there is not much Occafion for it, they do it very
carelefly.

I fhall now give the Readera Defcription of the
Cape-Town, and of the Caftle and other Buildings
there belonging to the India Company, which I
flatter my felf will not be difagreable to flimq

‘The Town extends from the Sea-Shore to the
Valley where lies a Noble Garden of the Compa-
ny. *Tislarge and very regularly built, containing
feveral fpacious Streets, and upwards of Two Hun-
dred handfome Houfes, many of em very ftately
with large Courts before em, andlarge and beauti-
tul Gardens behind *em. 'i'hc Streets, the Court
Yards, the Houfes and every Thing in em are kept
(as is the Manner of the Dutch) extremely neat
and clean. The Houfes are of Stone ; but moft of
’m only of one Story 3 None are of more than
‘Two; and This on Account of the Violence of the
Eafterly Winds, which now and then fhake and da-
mage the Houfes as low astheyare. The Town
makes a very handfome Appearance, view’d from
the Caftle or the Sca. Moft of the Houfes are
thatch’d. Few are cover’d with Slates or Ti.l;S.

o
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for the Reafon juft mention’d. There were for-
merly Shelving Pent-Houfes ereted on both Sides
the Streets, tofhelter Paflengers in rainy Weather s
but thefe brought the Inhabitants under fuch Dan-
gers and Inconveniences, that they were quickly,
by Order of the Government, all pull’d down.
Sailors and Hottentots were continually crowding
and fmoaking their Pipes under them, and fome.
times, thro’ Carelefsnefs, fet ’em on Fire. The
Government very dexteroufly laid Hold of that
Occafion to rid the Streets of the Crowds of thofe
Fellows that were continually peftering them, by
Publifhing an Order, which is ftill kept up, and
from Time to Time republith’d, that no Hotten-
sot or Common Sailor’ thould fimoak in the Streets;
with a Declaration, that the Sailor or Hottentor
who fhould prefume to do fo, fhould be tied to the
Whipping Poft and feverely lafh’d, with a2 Rope-
End, on his bare Pofteriors. This clear’d the Streets
atonce, and keeps ’em clear to this Day, of all
Sailors and Hoszentots who have not Bufinels in *em;
for ’tis with great Difficulty that either ZHottentot,
ot Dutch Sailor, if they have Tobacco, and the
are rarely without, can forbear Smoaking while
they are awake. Yet now and thena Sailor ora
Hottentot is feen fmoaking in the Streets; and when
they arefo, there is na Lenity for ’em, if they are
laid Hold of, but away they are hurried to the
Poft, and lafh’d indeed very feverely. ‘

To Prevent the Firing of Houfes by Soot in the
Chimneys, thereare certain falaried Officers, who,
from Time to Time, infpect the Chimneys of the
Town, and give Notice to get ’em fwept where
they judge ’em to have too much Soot, The Per-

fong,
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fons negletting this Notice are fummon’d to the
Caftle, and, according to their Ability , fin'd. A
double Neglett of the fame Notice is fometimes
punifh’d by Fine and Imprifonment.

Building at the Cape is very much encourag’d
by the Company. A Man who has a Mind to
build a Houfe, whether contiguous to the Town,
or in the Country, has Ground allotted him Gra-
tis for the fame by the Government, together with
Ground for a Court-Yard, for Out-Houfes, and
for a Garden, if he hasa Mind for thofe Things.
From thofe Grants of Ground for Houfes the Go-
vernment derives no Manner of Advantage till the
Houfes are fold ; and then the Houfes become
charg’d with a Ground Rent to it. If a Houfe is
new, when °tis firft fold, it becomes charg’d with a
Ground Rent of the roth or 2oth Penny of the Rent
it is judg’d it would Jet for annually. If *tis old,
the 4oth Penny of the Rent. For Corn Fields and
;Vineyards the Government hasa Tenth of the Pro-
duce, or the Value in Money: For Meadow
Grounds, a 1oth of the real or fuppos’d Rent.

I fhall now give a Defcription of the Caftle at
the Cape. 'The Fortrefs built by 7an Reibeck ftood
till pretty far in the Government of M. Bax.
New Settlers flowing in abundantly at the Cape in
the Time of Bzx’s Government, and Trade at the
Cape encreafing very muchat the fame Time, Bax
found the Company’s Store-houfes , which were
within the Fort, would be quickly too fmall to re-
ceive all the Company’s Merchandizes at the Cape.
He judg'd likewile there was a Neceffity for aug-
menting the Garrifon, finceasall the trading Na-

tiang
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tions of Europe faw and began to envy the Durch
the Advantages they made of the Cape, it might
juitly be ap¥rehended that one or other of thofe
Nations would attempt to take it from ’em. But
the Garrifon was notto be augmented without an
Augmentation of the Quarters; and there was not
Room to augment ’em at all. Bax was diffatisfied
toowith the Situation of the Fort, the Fort ftanding,
in his Opinion, in a very inconvenient Place for
Covering the Harbour and making a good Defence.
Thefe Things Bax reprefented tothe Court of Direc-
tors, and propos’d to ’em the Erefting of a new
Fort in a more advantageous Situation; fetting forth,
that the Expences of Repairing and Enlarging the
Fort they had, would not fall much fhort of the
Expences of Ereting a new one ; and undertaking
to fee a new one finifh’d that thould in all Points
anfwer the Defign, inthe Space of Three Years.
The Courtof DireCtors being fatisfied with Bax’s
Reprefentation and Propofal, fent him full Powers
toeret a new Fort in fuch Part, after fuch Model,
andin fuch Manner, as he fhould judge moft pro-
Per 5 and, upon the finithing thereof, to demolifh
gheold one.  Bax, uponthe Receipt of thofe Pow-
ers, went immediately to Work ; and he kept his
iWord ; for at the End of Three Years, he had fi-
nifh’d a fpacious, commodious, ftrong, and beauti-
ful Fortrefs. He then demolifh’d the old one. By
this new Fortrefs Governour Bax acquir’d a great
Deal of Reputation. Governour Adrian Van der Stel
made feveral Additions to the Work : And ’tis at
this Day a very firong and ftately Building, ofa
very large Compafs , and provided with all Manrer
of Accommodations for a Garrifon. It covers the
Harbour roundly , and is of admirable Defence to-

wards
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