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the Order ?f the Pifs. This Order confifts of Such as
have each fingly encounter’d and flaina Lion, Tiger,
Leopard, Elephant, Rhinoceros or Elk. When a
a Hottentot ‘ingly encounters and flays one of thofe
Creatures, heis look’d upon as a Hero; and is, up-
on his Return to the K*a4l, of which ke is an Inha-
bitant, forthwith ca'l’d up into this Order. The
Ceremony with which he is receiv’d into , and
made Knight, as I call him, of the Pifs, will doubt-
lefs give the Reader a little E: tertainment.

The Hero, upon his Return to the Kraal, of
which he is an Inhabitant, goes directly to his own
Hut; where he {qaats himfelf down. He has not
fate long at Home before he is vifited by an old
Hottentot, deputed by the Men of the Kraal to
make him therr Compliments of Thanks and Con-
gratulation upon fo beneficial and fo illuftrious an
Atchievement ; and to 2cquaint him, that the Men
of the Kraal expe€t h'm immediately to receive
from *em the Hon urs that are due to his Heroic
‘Worth. The Comp! ments and the Notice being
deliver’d, the He o r.{s, and follows the old Hoz-
tentot out of the Hut o the Middle of the Kraal,
where all the Men wait for him. He there fquats
himfelf down on a Mat, fpread on Purpofe for him;
and all the Men fqu tround him. Joy fits fluth
in the Faces cf the Hero and his Friends: Envy
contraéts the Features of others ; "when up to the
Hero marches the old Deputy, and piffes upon him
from Head to Foot 5 pronouncing over him certain
Terms, whichI could never get the Meaning of.
If the Deputy is in the Hero’s Intereft (and it ge-
nerally bappens that heis) he lays him under a De-
lugeof Urine. The more Pifs, the more Hon%xilr.
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The Hero, having before - hand made Furrows,
with his long Nails, in the Fat upon his Bo-
dy, rubs the Pifs, as it falls, upon his Face and
every other Part with the greateft Eagernefs. This
done, the Deputy lights a Pipe of Tobacco or
Dacha, and having taken two or three Whiffs, gives
it toanyone he pleafes in the Circle ; who, ha-
ving taken the fame Solace , gives it to another ;
and fo it goes round till only Afhes remain in the
Pipe; when the Deputy takesit again, and thakes the
Athes out upon the Hero; who Eill remains fquat in
the Middle of the Circle, and rubs the Afhes into the
Fat upon his Body, with as eager Aion as he did
the Pifs; and would not, if hecould help it, lofe the
leaft Particle of it. Then is the Hero inftall’d
Knight, asIcall him, of the Order of the Pifs. The
Circle rifes : He follows the Example. Every one
congratulates him upon the high Honour he has re-
ceiv’d 3 and thanks him for the fignal Service he
has done his Country. The Hero looks upon
Himfelf as rais’d to the Achme of Human Glory ;
and by the Bladder of the Beaft he has kill’d,
which he wears faften’d to his Hair, and by the
Majeftick Port he aflumesever after, demands the
Homage and Refpett, which Hottentot Cuftom
afligns to his High ‘Dignity, and which all his
Countrymen conftantly pay him.

But we are not yet at the End of the Farce, The
Hottentots look upon the Fatigues and Dangers of
the Chace to be greater than the Fatigues and Dan-
gers of War : And that 2 Man lofes more Strength
and Spirit by encountring aWild Beaft for an Hour,
than by engaging his Enemy for a whole Day.
Some Time therefore, they think, ought ta f)e ali

ow”
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fow’d for the Recovery of the Strength and Spirits
of the Man who has flain a Lion, Tiger, Leo-
pard, Elephant, Rhinoceros, or Elk: And Hot-
tentot Cuftom affigns for this Purpofe Three Days.
As foon as the Hero is dubb’d a Knight , as I call
him, of the Homourable Order of the Pifs, he
marches Home ; and remains there or thereabout
for the three following Days, wholly intent upon
his Eafe. In all this Time he is not call’d by the
Kraal to any Manner of Action. In all this Time
he is cramm’d with the choiceft Dainties and the
moft nourithing Bits the Kras/ can afford. And in
all this Time his Wife comes not near him. It is
the Cuftom for her, after Milking the Cows in the
Morning, to go and ramble about in the Fields
till the Evening. She then returns Home; and
having milk’d the Cows, rambles about the Kraal
till Night; when the skulks as privately as pof-
{ible in fome Hole or Corner in or about the Hut,
that her Husband may not perceive her. This is
her Condu& for Three Days and Two Nights,
And in all that Time too fhe is enjoin’d to keep
herfelf to a poor Diet 3 and to eat no more than
what is barely neceflary to keep her in Health,
In the Evening of the Third Day fhe is re-inftated
in the Hut : The Hero receives her with a thou-
{and Marks of Fendnefs 5 kills a fat Sheep in To-
ken of his Joy ; and calls all his Neighbours ta
the Feaft. His Neighbours come ; and felicitate
his Wife upon her Happinefs in being reftor’d to
the Arms of her Husband, and made the Partner
of his Glory.

Being once among the Hottentots in Quelt of a
Reafon for this Cuftom, which enjoins the Wife of
" ]
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a newmade Knight, as I term him, of the Pifs, not
to come near her Husband for three Days and two
Nights after his Creation, and to keep her felf all
the Time to a poor fcanty Diet: ¢« Why » fays
a merry Fellow of a Hottentot, to whom I put the
Queftion, *¢the Matter isplain.’Tis the Hero’s Bufi-
< nefs in that Time to recruit his Strength and Spi~
¢¢ rits. It would be a Hazard he did not fucceed if his
¢« 'Wife was to be about him. For Women are full
¢¢ of Allurements: Temptations of the Fleth are not
<< eafily repell’d: And a Hero’s knowing hisWife in
<¢ the Time aflign’d him for Recruiting his Strength
¢¢ and Spirits were a downright Fruftration of the
« Defign. For Nothing, my Friend, diminithes
s a Man’s Strength like Women. His Wife is
¢ enjoin’d in all this Time to keep her felf to a
<«¢ poor fcanty Diet. What Occafion is there for
¢ this, you fay, fince fhe comes not near him?
¢« Why, Il tell you. Ita Woman was allow’d at
<¢ fuch a Time to cram and feed cigh, fhe might
%¢ burn, my Friend, for the Benefits of Marriage,
¢ and fet all her Wits to Work to allure her Hus-
¢¢ band to grant her em. There are Opportunities
<¢ for this in the Night. If he does grant ’em, he
3¢ is difappointed of his main End ; which, in our
¢ Eftimation, would be a great Misfortune. And
< if he doesnot, themay quench her Flame elfe-
«¢ where , which would be a much greater, Are
¢ not thefe choice Reafons , think you? * And
fo the arch Rogue went on. His Wit and Mirth
upon the Matter, with the Leave of thofe Gentle-
men who reprefent the Hottentots as Monfters of
Stupidity, werqjuft what you fee here, excepting
the Articles of Orefs and Modification. But I can-
not look upon this as a Reafon, however not the
fole one, for the Cuftom we are upon, The
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The Death of no Wild Beaft brings fo much Joy
toa Kraal, as that of a Tiger. The Hettentots
are infinitely fond of the Flefh of a Tiger, prefer-
ring it far beyond the Flefh of any Sort of Cattle.
And, indeed, the Flefh of aTiger, roafted or boil’d,
is moft delicious Food. Ido not think , for m
own Part, there isany Veal fo fine in the World.
Many a Time have 1 been exquifitely regal’d with
it at the Cape 5 and fhould be heartily glad could I
provide my felfnow and then with the fame Viétu-
als at Home. The Hoitentot, who flaysa Tiger, is
doubly carefs’d and congratulated by his Neigh-
bours,who all long for a Bit of the Bealt, and dote on
the Hero while their Appetites area fharpening and
the Vituals a drefling. 'The Hottentot, who flays a
Tiger, has always the largeft and the choiceft Por-
tion of it for himfelf.

I fhall now defcribe the Hotzentot Manner of Fifh-
ing. * Vogel, as1have faid in a foregoing Chapter,
denies that the Hostentots know any Thing of the
Art of Fithing. He is not the only Author that
does fo, Meifter, Marperger and others do the
Same. The Two laft fay, in Subftance, ¢¢ The
<< Hottentots, who live near the Sea, live very mean-
¢ ly upon Roots and Plants, They have no
«¢ Sort of Machines or Tackle that may be
<¢ us’d for Fithing : Nor have they any Notion of
< the Art. All the Fifh they get are dead
¢¢ Whales, which arenow and then caft upon the
¢ Shore. *> The Reveries and Affurance of fome
Travellers! The Hottensots, in every Kind of Fith-

* Vide Tab XI. Fig =z
irg
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ing, out-do all the Europeans about the Cupe.
They know not that there ever was a Time when
their Anceftors had not fome Art'of Fifhing. . They
fithboth in the Sea and in Rivers. Many of *em are
Fifhermen by Profeflion, and maintain their Fami-
lies'by the Trade. They take Fifh by the Angle,
the Net, the Spear or Pointed Red, and by Gro-
ping or Tickling. At the Angle they are very ex-
pert; and know the beft Baits for moft Sorts of
Fith, Before they became acquainted with Euro-
peans, their Hooks for Angling were crooked Bits
of their own Iron. Bat they are now generally
pretty well provided with European Fifth-Hooks.
The Europeansat the Cape own readily, that the
Hostentots caft and draw a Net with much more
De&terity thanthey. They ufe the Spear or Poin-
ted Rod only in Creeks and Rivers. They wade
in up to the Middle or higher; and move gently, this
Wayand that, till they get a Fith under Foot;
when they hold it there till they pierce it with the
Spear or Pointed Rod ; with which they bring it
up.. If they geta Fith under Foot in fhallow Wa-
ter, the Spear is ufelefs, for they take up the Fi'h with
their Hands. I have feen the Hottentots, when the
Haven at the Cape has abounded with Thornbacks,
which it always does in the Months of Fune, Fuly
and Auguft, wade in and take great Quantities of
this Sort of Fifh with the Pointed Rod and with
stheir Hands. They are likewife very expert at
Taking of Fith by Groping or Tickling., This
they do in Brooks, and on the Tops of Rocks in
the Sea 3 upon which Rocks (lying near the Shoar)
when the Tide falls, remain feveral Sorts of fmall
Fifh in feveral Holes and natural Befons. Upon
the Tops of thefe Rocks the Hoztentors frequent-

ly
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ly take Abundance of a Sort of Fith, cali’d
Rock-Fifh. Thefe are Fifh without Scales;
and which the Hottentots will not therefore eat. But
the Eurgpeans are all extremely ford of ’em : And
the Hottentots never bring ’em to the Cape but
they find a quick Market for ’*em. Rock-Fith ne-
ver ftays on their Hands, bring they what (ﬁjmnti-
ty they may. And, indeed, ’tis lovely delicate
Food. As foon as the Exropeans have Notice, that
the Hottentot Fifhermen are coming off the Rocks;
a Number of’em genetally haftens to the Sea Side,
in order to purchafe, live Rock-Fifh

‘The Hottentots often lay Lines, from thofe Rocks
in the Sea. The Lines are made of the Guts or Si-
news of Beafts ; the Hooks are European 5 and the
Baits generally Mufcles.  'When the Hottentots, up-
on thefe Racks, difcover a valuable Fifh in the Sea,
they tofs one of thofe Lines towards him § and, tc
allure him to the Bait, fall a whiftlings What-
ever the Reader may think of Whiftling to Fifh,
it has a very good Effe&t at the Gape, for it plainl
allures *em. If the Noif¢ of the Sea, breaking again
the Rocks, drowns the Whiftling, the Hottentots
fet up a hideous Roaring and Shouting 1 And this
hasa very good Effett too ; for it often brings
Sholes of Fifh about theit Baits ¢ The Fith bite
freely: And the Hottentots generally catch more
than they are able, atone Bout, to carry a-fhore.

‘The Hottentots fwim from the Shore to the Rocks;
and from the Rocks they fwim, loaded with Fifh,
back to the Shore, And they are the beft and
boldeft Swimmers of all the People I ever faw or
heard of. But their Manner of Swimming is ex-

treme-
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tremely furprifing And I know not that they are
follow’d in it by any Nation in the World. They
{wim eret ; their Necks quite out of Water ; as
are likewife their Arms, which they extend up-
wards, and with which they ballance themfelves.
But how they paddle with their Legs Icould never
learn. They look, when they are fwimmung, as if
they were walking upon firm Ground. And
(which is farther Matter of Surprife ) tney {fwimata
prodigious Rate. In raging Seas, running Moun-~
tains high, they fright themfelves with no Appre-~
henfions of Danger ; but, on the Contrary, fwim,
or rather dance forward, with tue greateft Chear-
fulnefs and Security ; rifing and falling with the
Waves like fo many Pieces of Cork.

The F {her.. =1 on the Rocks, pack up the Fith
they take, .n ther Kroffes, or tie it up in leathern
Bags, and f#im with the Burthen on their Heads.
And every o:her Burthen, the Hottentots take with
’em when they fwim, they carry likewife upon
their Heads.

I have mention’d, in the Chapter on the Religion
of the Hosteniots, Something of the Ceremony they
obferve before they enter a rapid River in order to
crofsit. The fame Ceremony they all obferve be-
fore they enter the Sea in order ta fwim to the Sea-
Rocks or any where elfe.  They ftand for a Mi-
nute or Two at the Sea-Side with a thoughtful
Air. Then they catch up a little of the Sca-Wa-
ter in their Hands; together with a little of the
Sand or Mud beneath it, and fprinkle the Whole
upon their Heads, mutteringI know not What to
Themfelves, for I could never learn a Syllable or

R any
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Thing of the Meaning of it; but without Doubt
*tis an Invocation, or fome other A& of Religion
to fome Hottentot Deity. . After which they dance
a little on the Shore, and then enter the Water.
‘When they arrive at the Rocks, they wafh them-
felves all over, from Head to Foot, with Water
they gather up in their Hands at the Place where
they got out. After which they dance a little,
and then fall to Bufinefs. Being arriv’d a fhore
again, they wafh themfelves again all over, from
Head to Foot, with Water they gather upin their
Handsat the Place where they land : After which
they jump and caper alittle, and then proceed on
their Way. They likewife dance a little before
they enter a River in order to crofs it ; and when
they get to the other Side, wath themfelves all over
and dance again. Thefe Ceremonies are ever care-
fully obferv’d. But do what I could with the Hos-
tentots , they would never explain themfelves on
thefe Ceremonies to me. Whether their Sprink-
lings, Wathings and Dancings, on thofe Occafions,
were Religious A&ts, or What was the Meaning of
their Muttering, they would never fay. <« Thisis
¢¢ the Cuftom of the.Hottentots® was the Anfwer
round ; andnot a Syllable more would any one of
them utter upon the Matter; unlefs when I have
found em at the Ceremony before they have enter’d
a rapid Stream ; and then they wouldadd perhaps,
v Don’;: you fee the Current is ftrong and dange-
¢¢ rous ¢

I have not any Thing of Note to add here,
which will properly fall under any of the Heads
of this Chapter, excepting one Thing, which falls
under the Article of Hunting, and is This: }I}hc

0f-
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Hottentots of every Kraal and Nation have the Li-
berty of Hunting throughout all the Hoztentot
Countries. Be the Game what it may, and purfue
iy where they will, No body molefts *em ; but on
the Contrary, if they want Affiftance, ’tis freely gi-
ven ’em, without anyView to a Share of the Game.

CHAP. XXL

Of the Traffick of the HorTeNTOTs with
Strangers and with one another.

F the Reader has been attentive, there is but
little Occafion for a Set Difcourfe upon the
‘Iraffick of the Hoztentots with Strangers and with
one another , after fo many Things as have been
deliver’d upon the Subjeét up and down the precee-
ding Parts of this Hiftory. From thofe occafional
Touches may be collected almoft every Idea of the
Hottentot Trade in both Kinds. There remains butlit-
tle to be added that will help the Reader upon the
Matter. But hemay be defirous to fee an Affemblage
of all the Particulars: A Popular Hiftory is not per-
fect withoutit. And I have fome new Things to fay,
which I cannot, perhaps, deliver with fo good a
Grace upon any other future Occafion. Thefe are
the Confiderations that have induc’d me to furnith
this Hiftory witha Chapter uponthe Hoztentot T'rade.

‘The Hottentots have no fuch Thing as Money
among ’em. Their Traffick, as well with one
another as with Strangers, is alwaysin the Way of
Barter. There are but few of ’em who have any
Notion of the Ufefulnefs or the Value of Coin i

R 2 : an
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and thofe are fuch only as liveabout the Cgpe-Town;
who, by converfing and trafficking with the Dutch,
have got fome Notion of the Matter ; butit reach-
esno farther than to the fmall Picces of Dutch
Coin, which, as foon as they get, by Way of
Traffick or Service, they immediately put off for
Brandy, Tobacco, ar any other Thing they
want. :

All the Wealth of the. Hottentots , as has been
faid over and over, confifts in Cattlee Wealth
among ’em is never feen in any other Kind 4
unlefs it be in Elephant’s Teeth, of which they
get a great Number ; but how they difpofe of
’em is a Sort of Myftery which I cannot clear-
ly explain. *Tis certain, they kill avaft Num-
ber of Elephants ; and tis as certain- they
bring but few Elephants Teeth to the Cape;
and thofe Teeth are only brought by the Ho:z-
tentots who live in the Neighbourhood. The
Dutch therefore imagine (I do not fay how
truly ) that the Hottentats difpofe of the beft
Part of their Elephants Teeth to the Inhabitants
of Terra de Natal, or the Portugueze at Mofam-
bigue. 1 cannot, indeed, apprehend, they beftow
all the Teeth they get in Rings to adorn their
Arms with, or in Sale tothe Dutch; and yet I
apprehend not how they difpofe of the Surplufage.
They do likewife, a few of ’em, now and then,

et the Eggs of Oftriches and other curious Birds,
and difpofe of ’em to the Europeans 5 whom like-
wife, now and then, they furnith with the Skins of
‘Wild Beafts. But they employ themfelves fo lit
tle inthis Sort ot Traffick, and make fo little of it,
that I cannot allow it to enter into an Account of
their Wealth, The’
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The Hottentots trade among themfelves for Cat-
tle; for the Armour they make themfelves, and
for fuch Commodities as, by their Cattle or their
Labour, they purchafe of the Europeans. A Poor
Hottentot, who does not think of Putting himfelf
forwardin the World by Serving the Europeans or
the Rich of his own Countrymen, employs himfelf
in the Making -of Bows and Arrows, Haflagayes,
Kirri- and Rackum Stieks 5 and having finifh’d a
good Set of this Hottentot Armour, putsit off to
fome rich Hottensot who wantsone 3 and who "gives

-him! two or -three or more Heads of Cattle
in Exchange, as he has more or lefs of Cattle to
fpare and likes the Workman., But a poor Hot-

© #emtoz, who works this Way, generally takes Care
to make a Set of Armour for his own Ufe before
he makes one for Another. The Rich of ’em are
ever too lazie to work either for Themfielves or an

elfe. All the Menare fond of being provided witK

a handfome Set of their own Country-Armour ;
and part with Cattle, it they have Cattle to fpare,
very freely for one they like; but this only to

their Countrymen : And they give more fora Set of

Armour to fuch of their Countrymen as are
extremely poor, and whom they would put imme-
diately in a good Way of Thriving. They
urchafe likewife Cattle of one another with
randy, Tobacco, Dacha, Beads, &c. which, by
their Labour or otherwife they purchafe of the
Europeans. So that the Hottentots, who purchafe
Goods of the Europeans with Cattle, often get large
Returns of Cattle by the fame Goods among their
own People. 'With the Exropeans they will hag-
gleand {tand hard for a fmall Matter, and expect
tQo0, generally,.a fmall Prefent ovgr and above, of

R 3 . ong
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one Thing or anpther, whenthe Bargainis made,
But with their own Countrymen, if they have
Cattle to fpare, they make few or no Words.
Such is the Benevolence of the wealthy Hoitentots
to their own trafficking and induftrious Poor : And
All of ’em trade and tranfact with one another at
all Times in the moft upright and friendly Manner;
as they do likewife conftantly with the Europeans,
whenever the latter are upon the Square. The Kanna
Root, mention’d in a former Chapter, is likewife
a Commodity for which they traffick with one
another : And itis in fuch Efteem among ’em, that
they hardly think any Thing too good to be given
in Exchange for it. A Hottentot, who has any
%lantity of Kanna Root to difpofe of, is in a fair

ay to Fortune among his own Countrymen.
But, asI have faid in a former Chapter, this Root
is very fcarce among ’em. Tho’ it is produc’d
in their own Countries , they themfelves are by no
Means fo ready at Finding it as the Ewuropeans :
And the latter therefore, when they get it, make
no fmall Advantage of it among ’em.

To the Europeans the Hoitentots barter Cattle,
fome Elephants Teeth , the Eggs of Oftriches,
and, now and then, fome Skins of Wild Beafts;
particularly of Wild Horfes and Wild Affes. The
Hottentots receive in Exchange , Wine, Brandy,
Tobacco, Dacha, Corral, Beads, Tobacco Pipes,
{mall Looking Glaffes, Knives, Iron, fmall Bits of
polilh’d Brafs or Copper , Ear-Rings, and, now
and then, the Kanna Root. The Hottentots have
little or no Notion of any other Goods either for
Ufe or Ornament. Irdia Silks, which they often
fee, and other rich and beautiful Manufactures for

Fur-
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Furniture and Apparel, ftrike not them. Let a
Hottentot be well daub’d from Head to Foot with
Soot and Greafe 3 let him be equipp’d too with a
Sheep- or Wild Beaft-Skin upon his Shoulders, and
‘adorn’d, ¢ la Mode de fon Pais, wih Trinkets,
and he will ftrut with as much Affectation and Pa-
rade as the vaineft European in the moft fumptuous
Habit. The nobleft Robes, the richeft and moft
glittering Brocades, all the Beauty and Magnifi-
cence of the Eurapean Attire fall infinitely fhort, in
the Eye of a Hottentot, of the Grandeur and Attrac-
tions he fancies there are in the full Drefs of his
own Country.

For the Proportion obferv’d by the ZHottentots,
by Way of Price, in their Exchanges of Cattle for
European Commodities, it is, as is the Value of
Things in other Places, fometimes more, fometimes
lefs, as Things are fcarce or plentiful or more or
lefs wanted. But generally fpeaking, they part
with their Cattle, even to the Europeans, as well as
to one another, at fo cheap a Rateasis almoft in-
credible. I fhall introduce my own Accourt of
the Matter with a Quotation or Two from other
Authors.

Vogel faKs , “ About Four Score Years ago,
«¢ before the Dutch had any firm Footing at the
«¢ Cape, the Dutch Admiral, Houtman, and, after
¢ him, the Dutch Admiral, Maselief, touching
<¢ there, they could purchafe for a Bar of Iron, of
¢«¢ 30 Pounds Weight, no lefs than Five Sheep :
¢ For 70 Pounds of Iron, Two fat Oxen and
¢ Three Sheep : For a Knife, or a fmall Iron
¢ Hoop, one Sheep. But they are now growa

. : R 4 fharper
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¢ fharper. and part not with their Cattle at fo
< cafica Rate : Yet may one have a fine Sheep for
¢¢ about the Value of Two Shillings in Iron, Brafs
¢ Rings, Tobacco and the like.

Merklin fays, < Cattle are to be bought of the
s< Hottentots at an eafie Rate, for Tobacco, Brafs,
¢« 'Wire and other Trifles. You may purchafe a
¢ large fat Ox of *¢m for little more than a Shil-
< ling. Nowl think, that Half a Crown for a
fine Sheep, according to Pvgel, and Twelve Pence for
a large fat Ox, according to Merklin, are cheap
enough in all Confcience 5 and Pogel, methinks ,
had not much Reafon to Ipeak of the Hoattentots
raifing the Market.

For my own Account of the Matter, I never
offer’d a Pound of Tobacco to a Hettentot for a
fine Ox; Half a Pound for a large Sheep, and a
Quarter of a Pound for a fat Lamb, but the Offer
was accepted: And I had the Bargain the fooner,
if I offer’d to crown it with the Prefent of a Dram,
and in Preference likewife toany Other who was
not pravided with a Dram to prefent ’em with, or
was not inclin’d to make em fuch a Prefent. Ma-
ny a Time have I bought Great and Small Cattle
of ’em at thofe Rates. Some Readers, without
Doubt, will beapt to look mpon this as a Fiction
of Mine , founded, perhaps, they will fay, on the
Fittions of others, But I folemnly affure them
There is Nothing more true.

The Reader will perhaps wonder whea I tell
hiin, that *ts a difficult Matter for an Exropean to

procure of the Hpzsentots a Set of their own Ar-
mour
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mour. They will hardly liften to any Offer from
him for fuch a Thing. Butwhat this Refufal is
to be imputed to befides their Lazinefs I am utter-
ly at a Lofs to fay. ‘They cannot conceive the Ex-
ropeans as more dangerous accoutred with Hossentos
Arms than with Eyropean. No, they are no fuch
Fools : That Imagination, fay fome People what
they pleafe of the Hortentot Stupidity, has a great
Deal to much Phlegm in it for ’°em. They trem-
ble -under the Thought of the terrible Executions
made by Swords and Guns, and tremble too, moft
of ’em, fo much as to touch the latter. They
are, as I have faid, the lazieft Wretches in the
World. A Rich Hottentor will not fet his Hand
to any Labour while he has Cattle to fpare, or
any other Means, to induce another to do it for
him. It muft be the eafieft and moft trifling
Thing ia the World that he goesto do. And a
Poor Hottentot, who makesa Set of Armour for
his own Ulfe, and another for Sale to a rich one,
can hardly be induc’d to fet his Hand to the fame
Labour a third Time. He has got Two or Three
Heads of Cattle or more for his fecond Labour,
and now thinks, perhaps, with a View to the En-
creafe, of Living the Remainder of his Days like a
Hotientot Gentleman. They are doatingly fond ofa
compleat Set of Armour, where every Piece is well
finith’d. And they keep their Arms continually in
the nicelt Order, and may be fet forth in this Ref-
pect as excellent Patterns far the Soldiers of Exrope.

I had a long and a very intimate Acquaintance
with a very fenfible eminent Hostentot , one Cap-
tainPegu, as he was calPld. He did me a Multi-
tude of Favours in his Way ; and I did him nos

a
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a few in mine. The Man refpefted me as much
perhaps as ever Hottentot did an European, and
would, I apprehended, after a long Series of mu-
tual Intimacies and Obligations, have done any
Thing in the World he could tairly to oblige me.
I had a Mind to havea Set of Hottentot Armour,
and applied to him for the Purchafe of his ; but he
refus’d to treat ; faying, No, he would not part
with em on any Account whatever. I offer’d him
a large Quantity of Tobacco, with other Things
of a confiderable Value, very acceptible to the
Hottentots : But the Offer made no Impreflion 3
and he car’d not to liften to any Thing I faid to
him on that Head. This gave me no little Afto-
nithment.

A Man may travel in the Hostentor Countries,
for Traffick or for Curiofity, with Safety enough
with Refpect to the Hozzentots. ‘The Generality of
em are, as I have faid, an Honeft Affe&tionate
People, meaning Harm to None that injure ’em
not : And their Featuresdo in a great Meafure be-
fpeak their Integrity and Good Nature. But as
there are here and there a few wicked ones among
’em, a Stranger muft not travel among ’em with-
out a Caution againft ’em ; and the beft a Man
can take is the Company of a Hottentor. This the
Dutch always do when they travel in the Hottentot
Countries ; and the Same I did conftantly onthe
like Occafions. Let but a Hottentot be {een in
your Company, in any Kraalor Part ofthe Hottentot
Countries, and you are as fafe as in your own
Houfe, and have every Civility you wifh for which
they can pay you. Ifyouarealone and a Stran-
gér amang ’em in any Part very diftant from Ex-

ropearn
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ropean Settlements, the beft Thing you can do, if
you are apprehenfive of ’em, is to follow the Ex-
ample of Capt. Gerbramz Van der Schelling.
ConfiderWhat you have about you, which they fee,
and you can judge they have a Fancy for, and
throw it ’em. This will go near , among the
Worft of *em, to fecure you from all Manner of
Danger, and to make ’em {our faft Friends.
Capt. Gerbrantz wan der Schelling , having been
fhipwreck’d in the Bay of /s Gos, was oblig’d, as
has been faid, to travel en Foot through the Hos-
gentot Countries to the Cape. Pafling by a Com-
pany of Hottentots, he oblerv’d they caft very co-
vetous Eyes on a Skipper’s Bonnet he had on, bor-
der'd with Gold Lace. He obferv’d too, they con-
fulted together, turning their Eyes now on him,
now on one another, and advanc’d towards him
with fuch Looks and in fach a Manneras gave him
%ainly to apprehend they defign’d to attack him.
pon this he took off his Bonnet, which had daz-
zled ’em, and threw it atonce among ‘em; an
Aétion which chang’d the Face of Things in a
Moment. They fnatch’d upthe Prize in Tranf-
orts, ran to the Captain and carefs’d him; and
Eaving thew’d him all the Marks of Friendthip
and Benevolence in their Way, view'd the Bonnet
from Hand to Hand with the higheft Admiration,
and bore it away in a Kind of Triumph. The
Reader muft be put in Mind, on this Occafion, of
the Story, related a few Pages backwards, of the
Dutch Sailor, who was trick’d of a Roll of Tobac-
co by the Nimblenefs of a Hoitentot Rogue. But
thefe are all the Inftances I could ever learn of
Hottentot Roguery to Ewuropean Travellers. Wild
Beafts are the Creaturesa Traveller in the Hosten-
¢
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#o¢t Countries is moft in Danger of. And the beft
Fence againft them for an European is Fire Arms
anda quick Guard. In the Night, an Exropean Tra-
veller may reft in a Kradl, either in a Hut, which
the Hottentots will kindly offer him, or in the open
Air, as fhall beft fuit his own Humour, with as
much Security to his Perfon and Goodsas if both
were fafe under Bolts and Bars in hisown Houfe.
I have feveral Times, in my Journies in the Hoz-
tentot Countries, taken up my Lodgings for the
Night in a Kraal. Sometimes I have laid in a
Hut, and fometimesin the open Air; and never
was once, upon fuch or any other Occafion, in the
Jeaft molefted in my Perfon, or wrong’d in the
leait Article of my Property, by any Hottentot Man
Woman or Child. IfI was never, when I lodg’d
with ’em, entertain’d with their Converfation, I
was always charm'd with the Simplicity of their
Manners and their Zeal to ferve and accommodate
me inthe handfomeft Manner they could. The Cha-
ralter of the Hottentots for Fidelity is aThing there is
hardly an Exropean at the Cape who isnet tond of
Applauding. They gain the certain Love of All that
know ’em by their iteady Pofleflion of this fingle
Quality. I never made any Scruple to commit any
Quantity of any Commodity I hadto the Keeping
of a Hottentot, after I had been at the Cape for fome
Days, and heard and feen a great Deal of their
wonderful Fidelity. I have trufted large Quanti-
ties of Brandy and Tobacco to the Cuftody of a
Hottentot for a Fortnight together , and, having
promis’d him a fmall Reward, found at the End
of that Time, not the leaft Diminution of thofe
Commodities. But thefe are Things that have been
pretty clearly exprefs’d before.

The”
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Tho’ the Dutch at the Cape haveno Inftance of
the Hottentots Murdering an European Traveller,
et an European never dies among the Holtentols
{ut the Dutch, for the better Security of Ttavellers,
oblige the Hottentots to bring a good Number of fuf-
ficient Vouchers, tothew thathediedanatural Death.

1 I1hall clofe this Chapter with obferving on. fome
Miftakes of Authors. Some Authors have faid
( Meifter for one ) that the Hostentots have tame
Goats in their Flocks. Thisisfalfe. The Hotten-
tots have no tame Goats. All the Goats in the
Hottentot Countries are Wild : And the Hottentots
Iﬁill ’m in the Chace as they do other Wild
eafts.

Vogel fays , < the Hottentots make Inroads into
< the Province of Monomotapa, and ftealing the
¢« Cattle belonging to the Inhabitants, drive ’em
< down to the Cape, where they difpofe of ’em to
<< the Dutch. Boeving and Tachart have vindicated the
Hottentots from thisAfperfion of Yogel, by reprefen-
ting their univerfal Love of Honefty and Fair Deal-
ing, excepting that Part of ‘em call’d the Bu/cbies,
or Rohbers, whofe Refidence in the Hottentot Coun-
tries and Manner of I.iving have been defcribed ina
former Chapter. The honeft Hottentots abhor thofe
Bufchies as they do their Devil, and are not more
bent upon the Deftruction of Wild Beafts which de-
vour their Cattle, than they are upon the Extirpa-
tion of thofe Wretches. As they triumph with
the Skin of a Lion, Tiger or Leopard they have
kill’d, fo do they with the Head of a Bufthie they
have cut off. They admit not of the greatefl Inter-
ceflions in Favour of fuch a Wretch when they take
him, but immediately put him to Death. But
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But the Miftake of Poge/ is vifible another Way,
Monomotapa is atleaft a Hundred Leagues dif-
tant from the Cgpe. The Driving of ftollen Cattle
from thenceto fell to the Dutch at the Cape, is
therefore difficult to be conceiv’d, on Two Ac-
counts. Firft, the honeft Hottentots , through
whofe Fieldsand by whofe Kraals they muft pals,
would, one muft needs think, fome of ’em, dete&
the Villany 3 and having large Herds and Flocks
of their own, would not fuffer their Pafture tobe ea-
ten up by Cattle driven by a vagrant Crew, come
from no body knows where. In the fecond Place,
the Cattle, by fucha Length of Driving, unlefs a
great Length of Time were beftow’d in it,
would become fo poor, if many of ’em fhould not
perith upon the Road, that they would not be
marketable. Farther, Any Man, who looks into
the Hottentot Countries, willfind ’em generally fo
abounding in Cattle, both Great and Small, that
be will not eafily imagine the Inhabitants thould be
tempted to hazard their Lives or Quiet by Stealing
Cattle from other Nations. :

Meifter has fallen into the very fame Miftake
with Vogel, and feems, indeed, to be but very little
acquainted with the State of T'raffick between the
Dutch and the Hostentots. He fays, the Hottentots,
from Time to Time, bring Droves of Cattle to
Market at the Cape. Forty or Fifty years ago,
indeed, this was frequently done. But fince that
Time they have been under quite another Regula-
tien; and the Hottentots bring no Cattle to the Cape
but what they bring as Prelentsto the Governour,

CHAP
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CHA P XXIL

Of the HorTENTOT Mufick and Dancing.

1. Their Infrrumental Mufick, II. Their Vocal
Myfick. 1II. Father Tachart’s Account of the
Hottentot Mufick, with Refleitions on the fame.
IV. Zke Hottentot Dancing.

H E Mufick of the Hottentots has but few
Charms for the Ear of an European, and is
but poorly provided with either Inftruments or
Tunes: But ’tis in fuch Repute among themfelves,
“that ’tis by no Means to be refus’d a Place in their
Hiftory. And poor as it is, it arguesa Genius and
a Senfibility in the Hottentots which quite deftroys
the Credit of fuch Accounts as make ’em Mon-
fters of Stupidity. I fhall begin with an Account
of their Inftrumental Mufick.

One of the Hottentot Inftruments of Mufick is
common to feveral NegroNations, and is call’d,
both by Negroes and - Hottentots, Gom Gom. * But
whether the Negroes owe it to the Hottentots, or the
Hottentots to the Negroes, 1 cannot fay. The Gom
Gom is a Bow, of Iron- or Olive %Vood, ftrung
with twifted Sheep-Gut or Sinews. On the String,
quit¢ up at one End of the Bow they fix, when
they play, the Barrel of a Quill flit, by putting
the String into the Slit, fo that it runs quite through
the Barrel, This Quill, fo fix’d on the String

* ¥ide Tab. XIL Fig. »
: they



they apply, when they play on this Inftrument, to
their Mouths, much in the fame Manner as is done
to play onthe Fews Harp; and the various Notes
of the Gom Gom are owing, as are the No es of the
Fews Harp , to the various Modulations of the
Breath. This is the Lefler Gom Gom. The Grand
Gom Gom is made by putting on the String, before
they fix it to the Bow, a Cocoa-Nut Shell, about
a third Part faw’d off, fo that it hangs like a Cup
the Mouth upwards, the String running through
Two Holes njgh the Brims. When they play on
the Grand Gom Gom, with one Hand they hold
the Bow, the Qﬁll on the String applied to their
Mouths; and with the other they move the Shell,
nearer orfarther from the Quill, according as they
would vary the Sound, which rifes or falls accord-
ing to the Motions of the Shell. The Shell, be-
fore it isput on, is clear’d of all Scurf and loofe
Hairs, and made very neat and {mooth.

‘When three or four of thofe Gom Goms are play’d
upon in Concert by skilful Hands, I muft confefs I
think the Harimony extremely agreable, efpecial-
ly when it runs in the low Notes, for there is a
Softnefs in the Mufick that certainly has Charms
for a very delicate Ear. Hearing once the Mu-
fick of the Gom Gom in the Dead of the Night, I
was fo ftruck with the Delicacy of it, that it won
my whole Attention, and I could not help thinking
that the Inftruments were play’d upon by fome in-
genious Europeans, who had ftudied themfelves up
to the higheft Perfetion upon ’em. Having a
Mind to be fatisfied, I ftepp’d to the Place from
whence the Mufick came, ahd was furpris’d to
find that the Mulficians were only Two Hottemat}‘.:,

who
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who indeed perform’d to Admiration. The
Reader may think of my Tafte for Mufick as
he pleafes, but I cannot help declaring it as my
Opinion, that the Gom Go, as infignificant a Piece
of Work as it is, was it to be ftudied by a
judicious European Mufician, would be found to
have as fine Mufick in it as any Inftrument we have,
and be as much admir’d.

Another Hostentot Inftrument of Mufick is an
Earthen Pot, (refembling, like their common Ones,
a Roman Urn) cover’d at Top witha fmooth drefs’d
Sheep-Skin, which, with Sinews and Sheep-Guts,
is tightly brac’d on, like the Skin on a Kettle-
Drum. This Inftrument is only us’d by the
‘Women; and they perform on it with their Fin-
gers, muchafter thefame Manner as is done on
the Rommel Tépffe, an Inftrument of Mufick in Bra-
bant and Thuringen. Upon this Inftrument they
perform but one Tune, and that confifting of but a
few Notes; with which if the Reader has 2 Mind
to amufe himfelf, he will find ’em fet upon our
Scale, Tab.X. (4). With this Tune the Women
when they get the Pot-Drum among ’em, never
know when to have done. When One is tir’d with
the Drum, another takes it; and fo it goes round
and round to the fame Tune, fometimes for Three
or Four Hours together.

II. The Vocal Mufick of the Hottentots confifts
in the Monofyllable Ho and two or three Songs,
or rather wild Falaldrums. The Monofyllable Ho
is fung by both Sexes in their Ceremonies of Wors
thip, in a fmall Round of Notes, exhibited, Tab.
X. (5) And the fame Mongfyllablc is fung by V\tfhe

Cn
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‘Women to the Pot-Drum, in Notes, fuch as you
fee () The Women will often keep a Hoing to the
Drum, upon the Notes laft referr’d to, for above
Half an Hour together. Ifan Exropean is by, they
ceale it not fo long as he flays, if he ftays Hours
together, for they believe he is charm’d with their
Singing, and equally delighted too with their Drum-
ming: And this Conceit gives’em a very tickling
Delight, asyou fee by the fmiling Vanity in_their
Faces. Their Hooing to the Beating of the Drum
is, indeed, very grating to the Ear; andas barba-
rous a Piece of Mufick as one fhall hear, perhaps, in
the World, Nothing can ipduce an European to
ftand to liften to it but Cutiofity, or a Defign to
infpire the Women with the vain Delight I have
mention’d. But the Wetnen will not be perfuaded
that he is not held by the Charms of their Mufick.
Indeed , if they fet afide the Drum, and fing Ho,
Ho, Ho, in the NotesI have referr’d to, regularly
in Concert, and one of >’em breaks not in upon ano-
ther, there'is a Kind of Mufick in it which pleafes
for a Minute or fo ; and you may endure it for
Eight or Ten Minutes more ; but afterwards it
becomes fo grating, that you muft have a great
Deal of Patience if you make not Hafte to get out
of the Hearing of it. '

This is all the Account I can give of the Hoi-
tentst Mufick, I never, in any of the Hottentor
Nations I have vifited, and there are but few Ihave
not, faw any ' other Hottentot Mufical Inftruments
than the Gom Gom and the Pot-Drum, excepting a
Pipe, an Inftrument of Martial Mufick, which
will be mention’d in the Account of the Hottentot
Manner of Making War,

111, Bu:
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IIL. But Father Tachart mentions other Mufical
Inftruments of theirs ; one not unlike, fa{s he, a
_Flute; the other refembling a Hautbois. could
never , for my gwn Part, either fee or hear about
the Cape of any fuch Mufical Inftruments in any of
the Fostentor Nations : FAnd there are feveral
Things in the Father’s Account which quite {poil
the Digeftion of it with me. - I fhall thew the
Reader whathe fays of ’em, and then make my
Remarks. - -

A French Ambaflador pafling with his Retinug
through the Hottentot Countries to the Kinguom of
Siam, Partof the Retinue came up to a certain
Kraal, ¢ the Captain of which (I now follow the
Father pretty nigh mot & mot) ¢¢ having been told
¢¢ that the Europeans were great Lovers of Mufick,
¢ came out and teftified his great Satisfaction that
¢ he had an Opportunity of Convincing them,
¢ that the Hottentots were not only Lovers of Mu-
« {ick, but excell’d in it all the other Nations un-
¢¢ der the Sun; and immediately commanded Fifty
¢ Men and Women to perform before ’em.
¢ This Band of Fifty play’d upon Inftruments not
<¢ unlike European Flutes. The Performance
¢¢ was regular enough, confidering the Number in
¢¢ the Band ; was very agreable to the Ear, and
¢«¢ very much commended by fuch of -the Retinue
< prefent as were good Judges of Mufick . Here
we have only an Account of the Hoztentot Flutes.
‘The nextmufical Novelty we meet with in the
Father is a Hottentot Hautbois.

«¢ The Ambaffador proceeding (fays he) on " his
¢« Journey thro’ a very populous Hottentot N atét;n
) . S 2 1

-
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¢ (he does not name it) pitch’d his Tents near
<t g certain Krasl: Andasthe Kettle Drums and
¢ Trumpets in his Train were performing for his
<« Excellency’s Entertainment, a Band of Thi

<< Hottentot K/Iuﬁcians prefented themfelves before
¢¢ the Tents, and forming themfelves into a Cir-
¢« cle, prepar’d to entertain His Excellency with
s« a Concert of Hostentot Mufick, which they af-
¢ {fur’d feveral of the Retinue, who were aflembled
¢ about ’em, fhould not fall fhort of, if it did
¢ not excel, the European Mufick they had heard,
s¢ This Hottentot Band being form’d into a Circle,
¢ within the Hearing of the Ambafiador, a Hor-
«¢ tentot with a long Pipe in his Hand, not unlike
st a Hautbois, enter’d the Circle as Diretor of the
¢ Reft. His Pipe was made of the drefs’d Gut of
< an Ox. The Inftruments of the Reft were Sorts
¢« of Flutes, of different Shapes and Sizes, and
¢« made of Reeds. Out of thefe they produc’d a
¢¢ Piece of Harmony not very charming indeed to
<« the Ears of the Ambaffador and his Train, ac-
<« cuftom’d to the Mufick of finer Inftruments and
< Performers, yet, confidering their Inftruments
< and Want of Rules, agreable enough, and pret-
«¢ tily perform’d, '

«¢ The Barrels of the Hoitentos Flutes are like
« thofe of the Exropean. But the Holes on both
¢¢ Sides meet one another, and are larger than the
< Holes on the Sides of European Flutes of the fame
¢ Size. . On each of thofe Inftruments is a little
«¢ {liding Circle, oralmofta Circle, for there is but
¢ a fmall Opening. This Circle they move with a
¢ {fmall Bit of Wood, upwards or downwards, ac-
¢ cording as they wuld give the Inftrument a dee-

per
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< per or a fharper, a bolder or a fofter Sound.
s %Vhen they play upon it, they holditinone Hand,
¢« and clap the other round the Head of it, clofe to
s¢ their Mouths, in order that all their Breath may
¢ pafs directly into it, and none efcape it to the
s %feakening of the Sound. ThisInftrument,inout-
¢ ward Appearance, is a very infignificant Thing;
<« but it produces a very agréable Sound; and well
¢« manag’d, as it was by fome of thofe Hottentots,
s¢ yields finer Mufick than fome of our own Wind
s¢ Inftruments, whafe Sound is not fo foft and
¢« fweet as that of the Hottentot Flute. The Flutes
¢¢ are tun’d by the Hautbois, with which the Di-
¢¢ retor of the Mufick gives the Airor Tune by
¢« Way of Inftruétion. The Flutes follow the
«¢ Hautbois exactly, while the Director beats Time
¢ with a Stick. ” Such is, pretty nigh mot a
mot , the Account Father Tachart gives of the
Hottentot Mufick, with which a Freach Ambaflador
was entertain’d, as he pafs’d through the Hottentos
Countries, in his Way to the Kingdom of Siam.
Inowmake my Remarks.

And the ' Firft I make is, that Whatever fome
prejudic’d Perfons, who were never at the Cape,
may think of my own Account of the Hottentos
Mufick, as doing it more Honour than they can
believe it deferves, this Father’s Account does it 3
great Deal more Honour than mine. In a Multi-
tude of Refpelts, relating to the Reafonablenefs
and Ingenuity of the Hostentots, he falls vaftly. fhort
of the Credit I would do ’em 5 but in the Particu-
lar of the Hottentot Mufick he goes as far- bgyond
me, and fets *em off to a very fine Tune.

S 3 But
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But there is no Occafion for me to oppofe 'What
I faw or heard my Jelf at the Cape to the Account
quoted here from Father TZachait. There are, if
T am not miftaken, Abfurdities in the Account it
felf, which will keep a difcerning Reader from gi-
ving any Credit to it.

That Flutesmay be made of Reeds or Canes is
certainly very true; but that a Flute, a Hautbois,
or any fuch Wind Inftrument fhouldbe made of the
Gut of an Ox, is one of the idleft Imaginations
that T have met with. For I cannot poffibly appre-
hend How the Gut of an Ox or of any other Crea-
ture thould be fo dried or harden’d, as that, being
form’d into a Wind-Inftrument for the Mouth, the
Breath fhould not meiften and diffolve its Frame,
and make it fall an Endor Taqgether , as we fay,
like a freth Gut. Befides, if a Wind Inftrument,
like an Europear Hautbois, was made of a Gut,
#t can hardly be allow’d it was made of the Gut
of an Ox : *T'is much more probable it was made
of the Gutof an Elephant or Rhinoceros. And
then again, The Modulating their Flptes with a
Sort of Circle, mov’d upand down the Barrels, is
tome a Whim that never fubfifted in any Thing
but the Imagination. There needs no more. The
Learned Good Man was impos’d on. And Ionly
add, that if the Hottentots had any fuch Things as
Flutes or Hautbois, I think I could hardly have
fail’d to have either feen or heard of ’em fomewhere
about the Cape, after fo many Years Refidence
there, and fo many Tours as I made up and
dovn mof: of the known Hoitentot Nations. I
convers'd freely with the People wherever I went.
They cfien entertain’d me with their Mu%ck,

which
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which was {till, in all the Places I vifited, the Gom
Gam, the Pot-Drum, and their belov’d Ho, Ho, Ho.
In thefe Things, and a few wild Songs or Falal-
drums, of which Little or Nothing is to be made,
confifts the whole Body of the Hotzentor” Harmony;
which, notwithftanding they often hear European
Mufick at the Cape, they aflert, excels the Euro-
pean Mufick and the Mufick of all the other Parts
of the World. .

The Reader will think, perhaps, it was hardly
worth the While to beftow {o much Pains as I have
done hereto deteét thofe Miftakes of Father Tachart ;
and may fay too, thatI have tir'd him to fome
Tune. Ibeg his Pardon if I have ; and can only
fay in Excufe, if I have been tedious, *twas my
Love of Truth has made me {o; and that *tis bet-
ter, I apprehend (if he will pardon me the Jingle)
that a Man fhould be tir’d to fome Tune than to
none.

IV. I fhall nowgive an Accbunt of the Hotten-
#ot Dancing, concerning which we have had hither-
to little befides miftaken Hear-fay. The Occa-
fions of their Dancings, fetting afide their Reli-
gious Solemnities, are generally Thefe: When
Sam Sam (as they call it) or Peace is clapt up with
a Nation with which they have been at War:
‘When one of the Kraal has flain a 'Wild Beaft, or
efcap’d fome great Danger : Or when fome notable
Piece of Good Luck has happen’d to fome particu-
lar Perfon or Family of the Kraal. On thefe and
the like Occafions the whole Krazl teftifies 'its Joy
in Dancings,. fometimes whole Nights, and fome-
times till far in the next Ddy, without any Man-

' S 4 ' ner
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ner of Refrefhment. Dancing is the Delight of
both Sexes of the Hottentots 3 and the Manner of
it among ’em on the Occafions I have mention’d
is This. The Men of the Kraal fquat down very
regularly in a Circle. The Women join the Circle,
not only to enlarge it for the better Convenience of
the Dancers, who perform within it, but to aflift in
the Common Ho, Ho, Ho, and eid the Mufick of
the Gom Goms with their Pot-Drums. No fooner
are the Gom Goms heard, than the Women begin
to rub with their Fingers on the Pot-Drums.
And Ho, Ho, Ho, isthe Song of All who have their
Mouths at Liberty; and Such as have their Hands
at Liberty clap’em. Then prefent themfelves fe«
veral Couples to dance ; but never more than
Two Couples dance at once. When a2 Woman
ftarts up and fhakes the Rings upon her Legs, itis
a Token fhe wants a Male-Partner ; and fhe has
one immediately, And Two Couples, Two
Men and Two Women, having enter’d the Ring,
dance each Man with his Partner, IFace to Iace,
& laMode de France. "When they begin, they arc
at the Diftance of Ten Paces from one another;
and they are about a Quarter of an Hour in Dan-
cing before they meet. At Times they meet not,
but turn about aud dance Back to Back : And one
dancing Bout generally takes up above an Hour.
They never take Hold of each other by the Hands.
The Men in Dancing deal their Legs about *em to
a Prodigy of A&ivity. Butafter what has been
faid of ’em on other Occafions the Reader perhaps
will not wonder at That. The Women (the moft
curious Thing to be obferv’d here) hold not up
their Heads while they dance ; but keep *em all the
‘While ftooping down, their Eyes fix'd onFtheir

cet s
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Feet 5 and hardly a Hair’s Breadth does 2 Wo-
man dance before ier who dances at the fame Time
with her. The Women too, while they are dan-
cing, fing Ho, Ho, Ho, and clap their Hands.
They are very ative in this Diverfion, keeping
their Legs continually in a wonderfully nimble
Motion ; but out of it, they hobble and drag
their Legsas if they were crippled with the Gout.
Both Men and Women cut Capers, and ftamp with
their Feet on the Ground. The Men cut their
Capers wonderfully clean and high : And the
‘Woman perform theirs very notably. When the
‘Women ftamp in Dancing, the Rings on their
Legs make juft fuch a Noife, methinks, as the
Harnefs on the Back of a Coach-Horfe when he
fhakes himfelf. I can compare it to Nothing bet-
ter. 'When T'wo Couples leave the Circle ( and
they always do it together) others fupply their
Places with great Difpatch and Impatience. The
Dancers generally tire the Muficians. When the
Mufick ceafes, for Refpite, Dancing for that Time
isat an End; but the Women continue their Hoing
and Clapping of Hands till a freh Dance begins.
And the Entertainment hardly ever ceafes till all
the Inhabitants of the Kraa/ have taken their
Turns and had their Fill of Dancing. This (with-
out Staying to remark here , as I have done in ma-
ny other Places, on the Miftakes of Authors who
have written on the Hotentots before me) is asclear
and perfect an Account as I can give of the Hottentot
Dancing, at whichI have been prefent a Multitude

~of Times.

CHAP
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Of the HorTeNToT Manner of making
War. .

HE Hottentet$, branded as they have been for
Stupidity, are as fenfible of Injuries and as
kee1in their Refentments as moft other People.
‘They are, as are all wife Narions, particularly fen-
fible of Injuries that are natio.l, 2nd immediately
feek for Redrefs in War. A Hoitentot Natioa, up-
on the leait Invafion of her Rights, o~ the leaft Pub-
lick Affront, is z2llina Flare. Not a Bofom in it
but burns with Revenge. Away every Man of
’em flies to his Arms; from thence to the Place
of Rendezvous ; and from thence, without Lofs
of Time, upon the Enemy, with as martial a Spi-
rit as ever animated the Hearts of a People. Every
Man of ’em is botha Hunt{man and a Soldier, and
;éenerally diftinguifhes himfelf as illuftrioufly in one
apacity as the other. The fame are their Arms
in the Chace and in War: And in both they ufe’em
with equal Dexterity. But a Hostewtot War is no
Drainer of the Pockets of the People. They have
no Military Cheft ; no Magazines of Provifions for
the Army ; levy Nothing upon the People for the
Service; publith no Manifeftoes or Declarations,
fetting forth the Reafons of the War they are un-
dertaking, in order to induce their Countrymen to
joitr in or fupport it. War in the Hottentot Coun-
tries appears with Nothing of this Apparatus 5 is’
attended with no Expence of Treafure, nor with
fuch Expence of Blood, fuch Devaftation and
Ruyinasin Ewrope and other Parts, *Tis never
lengithi-
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lengthen’d out into many Campaigns. On the
Contrary, one Battle generally decides a War :
But *tis fought with all imaginable Refolution and
Bravery: And the Hottentots want Nothing, per-
haps, but the Arms and the Difcipline of the Eu-
ropeans to appear as illuftrious in the Field as they.
Indeed, they have no Manner of Difcipline. The
know Nothing of Rank and File, Front, Flan
or Rear : And if they have any Word of Com-
mand for Forming, it muft be Something like
that of a Famous Captain, Al of a Lump,
My Lads. ‘They ftand not, however, fo clofe to
one another but that each has full Room to ufe his
‘Weapons, to whirl his Haffagaye, or difcharge his
Arrow, and to skip likewife from one Side to ano-
ther while he is taking his Aim at one of the E-
nemy, as he does when heaims at a Mark. They
begin the Attack with fuch a dreadful Scream
as were enough almoft to fright any other
Enemy out of the Field. 'When One has difcharg’d
his Arrow or Haffagaye, he retreatsa little to make
Room for another behind him, who takes his Place.
By the Time his Succeflor has difcharg’d his Wea-
pon, he has fitted to his Bow another Arrow, per-
haps, or to his Hand another Zaffagaye ; and if a
Third gets not the Ground before him, fallies for~
ward and attacks again, And thus they continue
fallying out and retiring into the Heap in the
greateft Confufion till the Fortune of the Day is
decided. And that depends in a great Meafure on
‘the Conduct of the Chiet, to whole Commands the
whole Army, in Timeof Adtion, pays the ftric-
teft and the readieft Obedience. Ity he has the
Good Luck to difcern or be inform’d Where the
Enemy is the weakeft (that is to fay (as with us)hin
whnat
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What Part theEnemy hastheraweft and weakeft Men
and the leaft Number of ’em) and to furprife that
Part with a good Body of the Flower of hisTroops,
*tis Odds, but by this great Step he wins the Day :
For the Enemy being once broke, and at the fame
Time any confiderable Slaughter made of ‘em,
their Courage generally vanifhes, and away they
run. ‘The Condué of the Chief is again difcern’d
in his Ordering when and where the Backeleyers or
Fighting Oxen fhall fall on. * If they are driven
ona weak Part of the Enerfiy, or any where break
in, the Fortune of the Day is often fix’d by ’em.
‘The Backeleyers having once penetrated and got in
among the Enemy , make incredible Havock ;
ftamping, kicking and goring with incredible Cou-
rage and Activity. *This isalways fuch a Blow viip:-
on the Enemy, that if it is follow’d by any canfide-
rable Action from the Men, the Efemy is quickl
feen in a total Rout 5 when the Victors purfue witK
fuch a horrid Roaring, Yelling and Screaming,
by Way of Triumph, as were enough, one would
think, to fright every living Creature out of the
Hottentot Countries,

The Motive of a War among the Hottentots is
gencrally one of the Three following. When one
Nation fteals the Cattle of another : When one
Nation fteals the Wives of another: Or When one
Nation drives Cattleon or fpoils the Paftures of ano-
ther. The laft is the moft chquent Incentive of the
‘Three. None of the Hottentot Nations have, in-
deed, any fettled Boundaries : But every one of

r
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’em has fome Notion of the Extent of her Ter-
ritories. And tho’ the Hottentots of one Nation were
never to drive their Cattle to feed upon the Terri-
tories of another ; yet canthey effeftually deftroy
the Pafturage of another for many Miles about, b
fetting Fire, im the Dry Seafons, to the Grafs.
The Fireatfucha Time, as has been faid in ano-
ther Place, catches quick, and runs and fpreads it
felf to a vaft Compafs about, infopuch that all the
Country under your Eye appears in a Flame.
‘When one Nation fteals Cattle from another, the
wrong’d Nation goes with the beft Force the can
raife to feck Reftitution ; and, if the proves victo-
rious, carries off from the Vanquifh’d all the Cattle
fhe can. If the Hottentots of one Nation are robb’d
of their Wives by the Hostentots of another,
they take the Field with their beft Forte, not on-
1y to recover their Wives but, Lege Talionis, to
plunder the Robbers of theirs. But ’tis’ very rare
that one Hottentot Nation fteals the Wives or Cat-
tle of another but with a pure Defign to irritate and
mad that other and bring her into a War. For
Firing the Grafs on the Ground, the Hottentots do
it generally, ashas been faid, to fatten the Grounds;
but being, as has likewife been faid, too lazie to
make Ditches about the Grafs they would burn, to
ftop the Courfe of the Fire ; the Fire, if the Wind
aflifts it, often runs and fpreadsa great Way into
the Territories of another Nation, doing immenfe
Dammage : And this brings that other upon the
Heads of the Incendjdries in all her Fury. But on
all Occafions, before one Hostentot Nation falls up-
‘an another, by whom fhe is injur’d, fhe fends De-
uties to the other, ferioufly to remonftrate the In-
jury and demand Redrefs, * And if Redrefs, u{pO}r:
uc
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fuch Demand of it, isat all delay’d, the Nation
in Arms falls on without more ado ; that is, if the
other is hot in the Field, fhefeizes and carries off
all the Cattle of the other fhe can come at,

One Battle, as I have faid, generally decides a
War. A Hottentot Army, once putto the Rout,
affembles not fpeedily agains; for the Hottentots
have little or no Notion of Rallying. And ’tis
now the Cuftom for every Huftzntot Nation in Al-
liance with the Dutch to apply, upon her firft
Defeat, to the Government at the Cape for a Media«
tion of the Quarrel. The Government at the
Cape never fails , upon fuch Application, to fend
an Officer of Note, at the Head of a Good De-
tachment from the Garrifon , to accommodate
Matters. And no fooner does the Officer, with
his Detachment, appear in the Territories of the
Viors than he is met by their Deputies, who af-
fure him of the Readinefs of their Nation to come
into fuch Meafures of Accommodation as he thall
think fit. Such a Regard does generally every
Hottentot Nation, in Alliance with the Dutch, pay
to the Dutch on fuch an Occafion. The Officer
hasitalways in his Inftructions and always takes
Care to form Articles of Peace much to the Ad-
vantage of the lofing Side. To thefe he foon brings
both Sides to agree. Reftitution or Satisfaction, as
he judges neceffary , is forthwith made ; and
all Differences are happily accommodated. But,
as the Hottentots have little or no Notion of either
the Art or Ulefulnefs of Writing, the Treaty only
fubfifts in the Breath of the Parties.

For Defraying the Expences of thofe E:szpediv:ionsr
of
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of the Datch for accommodating Differences be-
tween the Hoittentot Nations, the Officers who head
them are order’d to purchafe Cattle of thg Nations
whofe Quarrel they mediate. And it being now
the Cuftom of the Nations on thofe Occafions to
fell ’em a great many Heads of both Great and
Small Cattle for Little or Nothing in Comparifon
of the ordinary Rate of the Hostentot Markets, the
Government is often, by the Produce of thofe
Purchafes at the Cape, pretty well reimburs’d,
‘But fometimes, when the Government is over-
ftock’d with Cattle, or has no Occafion, thofe Ex-
peditions area dead Charge to it; which yet it is
an effential Piece of Policy on meft Occafions for
the Dutch to maintain.

A Hottentot Nation, that is rich and populous,
grows , like Europcan Nations in the fame Cir-
cumftances, proud, imperious, and a Terror to
her Neighbours, who are not in fo flourithing a
‘Way ; and this efpecially it fhe lies at fo great a
Diftance from the Cape that the Dutch cannot reach
her but by long Heart-breaking Marches, and a
confiderable Expence. The Nations therefore,
who are in the Neighbourhood of fuch an arbitrary
over-grown People, generally enter intoan Alliance,
Offenfive and Defenfive, againft em. Thusthe S/~
Jaquas and the Odaquas or Udiquas have enter’d into
a perpetual Alliance, Offenfive and Deffenfive,'with
“the People of the Lefler Namagqua, againit Thofe of
theGreater Namaqua, who are very ftrong and impe-
rious. And thus the Dynquas are in Alliance with
the Damaguas againft the Gauros. And there is
hardly a People under the Sun more faithful to their
Allies than the Ho#tentots, in Alliance, are to one
ang-
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anather. More Faithful did I fay? I know not
that there are the like Inftances of National Faith
upon Earth, if all the Accounts I met with at the
Cape of the StriGtnefs and Refolution with which
the Hottentots obferve their Alliances with one ano-
ther be true. Is one Hoitentot Nation, in Alliance
with another, injur’d or affronted? Her Ally is in
the Field as foon as fhe ; fights with as much An-
gerand Refolution as if the Caufe of Quarrel was
her own ; and lays not down her Arms till her Al-
ly is fully fatisfied or reveng’d. Be the Caufe of
Quarrel never fo often taken by a Hosteneot
Nation , her Hottentot Ally is never weary of
her; but ftill follows her through all her Refent-
ments and through all her Fortunes as if they
were all her own. Some Hottemtor Nations, in-
deed, enterintoan Offenfive and Defenfive Alli-
ance only during a Prefent War; the End of
whichis the End of the Treaty. But ’tis rarely
that an Alliance is feen between two Hottentot Na-
tions who lye negr the Cape.

Some Hoitentot Nations have their Peculiarities
in War, which merit a Placein the Hottentor Hil~
tory. As the Chamtouers and Heykoms never ceafe
fighting while their Chief plays en a Sort of
Flagelet. Tho’ they lofe Ten Men to the Enemy’s
One, and the Day goes manifeftly againft them,
if their Chiefs continue piping they continue figh-
ting. Asfoon as the Pipe ceafes, they retreat,
Asfoonasthe Pipe plays again, they march again
to the Enemy and renew the Attack. In almoft
all their Motions they are govern’d by the Flage-
let. IftheEnemy runs, and the Flagelet conti-
nues playing, they purfue : If the Flagelet ci_a~

es
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fes, they let the Enemy go, and take no farther
Notice of him.

Tt is the Cuftom of the T.effer Numaguas, with
their Allies the Suffaguas and Udigquas, to continue
fighting till Newsruns in the Armies that they
have loft abundantly more Men than the Enemy.
‘Whenever they ﬁndy this to be the Cafe, for that
Time they leave the Enemy the Field. But before
this News runs among the Troops, they fight with
the utmoft Bravery.

Some Hottentot Nations fight fo long as their
General is alive ; it being the Cuftom for the Gene-
ral to fight till he conquers or dies. When he is
flain, they Betake themfelves to Flight.

A Battle between the Dunguas or Damaguas, and
the Gauros, lafts no longer than while both Sides
can efpy their General.  As foon as the General of
cither Side difappears or is flain, his Army fhes.

‘The Hottentots have a Decency and an Honefly
t War, in which I know not that they are equall’d
by any People. They touch not the Enemy’s Slain,
either to infult or plunder’em. They feize neither
Hajfagaye, nor Arrow, nor Kroffe, nor Pouch, nor
Knife, nor Tobacco, nor Trinket about them that
appears to be theirs. Nor do they offer the leaft
Infult to their Memories. As an Enemy falls, fo
helies for them : They touch him not after. Ha-
ving carried off their own Slain for Intcrment, they
leave the Slain of the Enemy to be carried off b
the Enemy ; which is always done immediately af-
ter the Victors are retir’d out of the Field, But Pth_e

T ’ Ii-
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Prifoners they take in Battle they immediately
{lay.

A Deferter to the Enemy, and a Spy upon
Themf{elves, the Hottentots, when they take ’em,
¥ut immediately to Death. The greateft Intercef-
ions avail Nothing for either of *em. Juftice or
Revenge is ever on fuch Occafions the Cry of the
whole Army and the whole Nation 3 and there is
no fuch Thing as Stopping it but by the Blood of
the Prifoner. The Crime of Defertion is frequent
enough in the Hottentot 'Wars with one another.
But the Office of a Spy is very rarely undertaken,
and never without the Promile of a very tempting
Reward. A Hottentot Army in the Field looks to
it felf with fo watchful an Eye, that ’tis 2 Matter of
very difficult Addrefs for a Spy to get into it, or

even but tododge about it, andefcape. Yet the
make not fuch a Difficulty of undertaking this Of-
fice for the Dusch, as they do of undertaking it
for one another. Atleaft, they have never done it
in the Dutch Wars at the Cape. Inthofe Wars the
Duytch found Hostentots enough to ferve ’em in this
Capacity ; but then they were fuch as were not of
the Nations the Dysch wereat War with. A Hot-
tentot, unlefs he is Rogue enough to be a Deferter,
will not betray hisown Nation. Nor do I fuppofe
the Hottentots of one Nation did then, or would
now , ferve the Duich as Spies upon another but
for much greater Rewards than ever were offer’d
*em for undertaking the like Office for their own
People. As for the Dferter , he is the Contempt
of all the Hottentot Nations, and (as the Deferter is
with us) the Scorn too of the Army to which
he deferts. This all the Hottentots know very well 5
yet
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ytt Grudge .and Cowardice are frequently produ-
cing thofc Wretches among ’em. Pique againit
the General or fome Great Officer of the Army,
and Cowardice on the Sight of a numerous Enemy
make Deferters among the Hottentots as frequently
as they do with us. And the Hoitentots areas well
skill’d as the Europeans in the Policy of Receiving
Deferters. Oh! while the War l}':tﬁs, there are
none more carefs’d than they; and this for the In-
formation they bring of the Pofture and Condi.ica
of the Army they left, and how the Cattle of their
Nation may be beft come at. But when the War
is at an End, they are abhorr’d ; and the only
‘Way they have left to do the Nation who receiv’d
’em a Pleafure, is to hang themfelves. By that
Means they would fave the Nation the Trouble of
giving them up, or making Inftances for their Paf-
fing the miferable Remainder of their Days in it.
Forat aTreaty of Peace betweenT wo Hottentot Na-
tions, fome or other on both Sides generally make
a Clamour for their Deferters ;5 and Part on both
Sides is generally givenup: And Thefe are no foo-
ner in the Hands of their own People than they are
put to Death. For the Reft, they pafs the Re-
mainder of their Days in the Nations to which they
fled, fhunn’d and contemn’d of every one ; and
hardly fuplplied with neceffary Food from Day to
Day. Thefe are Things fufficient, one would think,
to deter a Hottentot from becoming a Deferter.

It muft not be forgot here, that the Hoztentors
ufe their Kirri- and Rackum-Sticks likewife as Mar-
tial Weapons. The Rackum-Sticks they throw at
the Enemy, as they do at a Beaft in the Chace.
The Kirri-Sticks are for Warding off the Arrows,

T 2 Haf
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Haffagayes y Rackum - Sticks , and 'Whatever is
thrown by the Enemy. The Hortentots in Bat-
tle, whofe Rackum-Sticks, Arrows and Hafagayes
are fpent, betake themfelves to Stones, the Hot-
tentot Dexterity in the Throwing of which has been
defcrib’d already. And they are, in a Manner, as
dexterous in Warding Stones off with the Kirri-
Stick, when they throw ’em at one another. The
Two Armies fometimes engage, as it were, Hand
to Hand, ftriking and puthing with their Ha/ffagayes
and Rackum-Sticks, and guarding with their Kirri-
Sticks, and fighting Pell Mell till they are, in a
Manner, confounded with one another.

In Times of Peace, in order to keep themfelves
in a Fitnefs for War ; that is, to keep the Old and
bring the Young Hands s#, they frequently exer-
cife themfelves in Mock-Fights. And at thefe
Mock-Fights I have frequently beheld ’em with
inexpreffible Pleafure, On thofe Occafions they
difcharge no Arrows; and only now and then do
they throw a Haffagaye. Thefe Difputesare chief-
ly maintain’d with Kirri-Sticks, Rackum-Sticksand
Stones. ~ They divide Themfelves into Two Par-
ties ; each of which being drawn up in Hottentot-
Batalia, the Engagement begins with a hideous
Yell and a Shower of Rackum-Sticks from both
Sides. The Rackum-Sticks being fpent, to it they

o with Stones, Heaps of which are conveniently
aid near each Party before the Engagement begins.
I have a delightful Satisfaction to this Hour in the
Memory of thofe Mock-Fights ; and fhould not,
I apprehend, have believ’d, had I not on thofe
Occafions feen it, with what Dexterity the Hoticn-
tots ward off Iaffagayes, Rackum Sticks and StOl.l(;!:-
wit
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with the Kirri-Stick only. Inconfiderable as the
Kirri-Stick is in Thicknefs, they will ward off a
Pebble with it. As foonasa Hottentot {pies him-
felf in Danger of a Haffagaye, a Rackum-Stick or a
Stone, he ftands ftock itill under the Guard of the
Kirri-Stick; and on the Kirri-Stick he intercepts it.
He rarely fails ;5 at leaft, he failsrarely in a Mock-
Fight.

‘When the Two Parties are weary of Mock-
Fighting with Stones, they take their Rackuu-
Sticks, and , with them, puth and ftrike at one
another in very furious A¢tion. The Puthes they
parry and the Blows they ward off with the Kirri.
Stick, and with fuch Dexterity as would furprife
the greateft European Mafters of Defence. The
Feints in their Attacks are likewife extremely art-
ful: "‘And for Nimblenefs of Retreat there are not,
their Fellowsin the World. The Twa Parties
having engag’d thus for fome Time, the Word is
given for Ceafing, and the Parties retire. After
this Manner do the Old Men keep Themfelves and
train the young Men to the Hottentot Military Dif~
cipline.

CHAP XXVL

Of the Courts of Juftice of the HorTen-
ToTs, and their Manner- of Proceeding in
the Same.

I The Proceedings in Civil Cafes. II. Tbe Pros
ceedings in Crimz'mlT Cafes. 1L, The Supreme
3 or
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or National Court. IV. The Cuftom touching
Inberitances.

| 8 Very Kraalhas a Courtfor the Adminif-
tration of Juftice, both in Civil and Cri-

minal Cafes. This Court confifts of the Captain and
all the Men of the Kraal, excepting fuch, for the
Prefent, as are at Law, as I may fay, or are profe-
cuted in the fame. *Tisheld in the open Fields,
the Men fquatting in a Circle. ‘The Captain
prefides, co?]e&s the Voices (for all Matters are
determin’d by a Majority) and pronounces the
Sentence or Decree. As heavy heel’d as Juftice
isin Eyrope and feveral other Parts of the World,
fhe is very nimble of Foot in the Hottentot Countries,
The Law’s Delay is a Complaint that was never
heard there. As foon as a Difpute of Property
arifes in a Kraal, the Captain fummons all the Men
to fome Part at a little Diftance from the Kraal s
where the Court being fquat, the Plaintiff and
Defendant, with the Witnefles on both Sides, are
fully heard upon the Matter; the Plaintiff and
Defendant pleading their own Caufes, without any
Thing like a Lawyer, Attorney or Sollicitor to
aflift’em. Thofe are a People of whom the Hoz-
zentots (they may thank Heaven) have no Manner
of Notion. Every one being heard who has any
Thing to offer to the Court upon the Matter de-
pending, the Captain, after fome Debates upon
‘What has been offer’d, colles the Voicse, 2 Ma-
jority of which makes a Decree. The Decree he
immediately pronounces 3 and full and quiet Pof~
feflion is immediately fecurd to the Party in whofe
Favour the Decree paffes. In Cafes of Affault
and Battery, which happen not rarely among ’em(i
and
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and in every other Cafe of Damage, they proceed
in the fame Manner; and give Damages, which
are paid in Cattle, in Proportion to the Injury re-
ceiv’d. From this Court there lies no “Appeal.
cither in Civil or Criminal Matters.

II. The Criminal Matters, which employ the
Kraal Courts, are Murders, Adulteries and Rob-
beries. Asfoon as a Hottentot is known or fufpec-
ted to have committed any one of thefe Crimes,
Notice of it is lgiven to all the Men of the Kraal
he belong’d to ; who all canfidering themfelves as
Officers of Juftice, look out fharp to feize the
Charg'd or Sufpeéted Party 5 who, if his Guilt is
too ftrong for him to govern in his own Bofom,
or too notorious to be fupprefs’d, endeavours to
efcape to the Bg/fchies, with them to pafs the Re.
mainder of his Days. °Tis in vain for him to
think of finding San&uary in any other Hostentot
Nation. He would, if he thould continue in any
other, be taken for either a Fugitive or a Spy.
Enquiry would fpeedily be made , and he
would fpeedily be laid by the Heels. Rich and
Poor, Old and Young , Male and Femule,
Hottentot Juftice regards with an equal Eye. If
the Captainof a Kraal becomes a Criminal, no
Manner of Regard is had to his Perfon or Office ;
but, if they can come at him, heis feiz’d as rude-
ly, profecuted with as much Severity, and, if con-
victed, putas quickly and ignaminioufly to Death
as the pooreft and moft obfcure Criminal among
’em. Whena Criminal is feiz’d, he is put in Hold
in the Kraal he belong’d to, and there held till
{fuch Time as the Men of the Krazal can affemble ta
try him; which they d’;, perhaps, the very Diy

4 . e
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he is brought back to the Kraal. The Court be.
ing {quat in a Circle, the Prifoner is brought and
plac’d inthe Middle of it. The Center of the
Circle is alwaysthe Place ofa Criminal, becaufe,
fay the Hottentors, the Matter touching his Life,
he ought tohave. the beft Situation for Hearing
and being heard. The Prifoner beingin his Place,
(I cannot fay, at the Bar)the Charge againft him
is pronounc’d by the Profecutor ; and the Profe~
cutor’s Withefles are heard. Next, the Prifoner
makes his Defence, calling his own Witnefles, wha
are heard, with the greateft Indulgence, to the
laft Word they have to utter in his Favour. Then,
as in Civil Cafes, the Captain, after fome Debates
on the Evidence, colle&s the Voices, a Majority
of which acquits or condemns. If the Prifoner is
acquitted, the Court afligns him Damages out of
the Profecutor’sCattle , more or lefs, as the Court.
judges the Matter to be circumftanc’d. If he is.
convitted, and the Court adjudges him worthy of
Death, Sentence is immediately pronounc’d and
immediately executed upon the Spot. If any of
his Affzirs remain unfettled at his Conviction, they
meT remain {o for ever, if they arenot to be fet--
tled withcut him, for he is not allow’d a Moment’s.
Time to confer with his Friends. Nor is any
‘Time either ask’d or given to prepare for Death.
in. Preparation for Death, in a f{piritual Senfe,.
is a Thing the Ho:tentots have no Notion of. The
Prifoner isexecuted on the very Spot where he
ftood at his Trial. The Captain having pro-
nounc’d the fatal Wards, the Court rifes ; but
the Prifoner ftirsnot a Limb. Allis, ina Man-
ner, filent for a Minute or Two. More Time
rarely elapfes, after the Sentence, before the Cap-
tain
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tain, who is Chief Executioner, fliesat the Prifo-
ner, asin a Rage, and with one downright Blow
on the Head with his Kirri , lays him fprawling
on the Ground. The Captain has ne fooner de-
liver’d his Blow, by which he generally fhatters
the Prifoner’s Skull, than the Reit of the Court
falls on; each giving the Criminal feveral Blows,
which they fetch with all their Might with their
Kirries, on hisHead, Belly and Sides. They ob-
ferve no Order in this, but, after the Captain hasde-
liver’d his Stroke, fly in a Crowd on the Dying
‘Wretch, and ftrike confufedly, as each can get nigh
him and has Room to fetcha Blow. Tho’ they quick-
ly difpatch him, they follow their Blows till his Skull
is broken all to Pieces and his Belly extremely fwel-
“led. They then take the Corpfe, and bendingit, Neck
and Heelstogether,wrap it up in theCriminal’sKro/fe,:
and inter it, burying with it all the Implementsand
Bawbles they find upon it, excepting Rings and
other Trinkets of Copper or Brafs, which are gi-
ven to his Family or his Heir. :
The fouleft Crime among the Ho#entots taints:
not, as weterm and mean it, the Blood of the
Criminal’s Family. Nothing but his Lite is for-
feited by his Conviction. His Heir fuffers No-
thing in Name, Privilegeor Property. His Fa-
mily, Relations, and Friends are treated by every
one with the fame Refpeét and Diftinction that were
aid to "em before ; and every Thingis carried as
if no fuch Misfortune had happen’d. No Mortal
is reproach’d with the Memory of his Crime.
Nor 1s the Corpfe ill treated, or his own Memory
infulted. On the Contrary, his Funeral is per~
form’d with a< mournful Ceiemonies and as much
Pomp
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Pomp as the Funerals of the Rickeft and the moft
Virtuous among "em.

Vogel and Father Tachart have ftigmatiz’d the
Office of Captain of a Kraal, becaufe he is oblig’d
to be the Executioner, or the Firft at leaft, of all
the Criminals that are capitally convitted before
him. Thiswasa little rafh in thofe Gentlemen.
They did not confider, that the Ancient Fews had
the like Inftitution : That the Judge among Them
was often the Executioner ; and that his Office
was, in no Sort, thought dithonourable on that
Account. There are Proofs enough of the like
Cuftom among the Ancient Fews in the Old Tefta-
ment ;3 particularly Exod. 32. 26 to 29. 1 Kings
2. 5:6:29:34. 1 Kings 21.8 : 9 : 10&c, AndIadd
this Inftitution of the Hottentots as another ftrong
Prefumption to the Many I have mention’d already,
that they are either the Defcendants of the Old
Troglodytes, the Potterity of Abrabam by his Wife
Cbheturas or elfe they have remain’d where they
are from Times almoft as early as the Flood, de-
riving their Originfrom Some of the Pofterity of
Noah before the Days of Abrabam; among
whom, it is moft certain, a great many Cuftoms
and Opinions prevail’d, which went down to the
Fews, and which the Hottentots preferve in Whole
or in Part to this Day.

The Reader will want none of my Afiiftance in
Reflecting on What is due to the Hostentols, by
Way of Character, for their Speed and Impartia-
lity in the Execution of Juftice. A Hundred
Thoughts upon the Subjett muft needs, without
my Help, prefent themfelves to the Minds of : t:?f::

e
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leaft difcerning Readers in Favour of this almoft
univerfally contemn’d and ridicul’d People. The
Stri¢tnefs and Celerity of the Hottentot Juftice are
Things In which they outthine all Chriftendom.
And in many other Duties to the Publick, as well
as in many Duties of Private Life do the Hoztentots,
Spite of all the Noife that has been made about
their Ignorance and Stupidity, furpafs the greateft
Part of the Chriftian World at this Day.

ITI. When a Difference happens between two
Kraals of the fame Nation, and they cannot ac-
commodate it between themfelves, it is referr’d to
the Judgment of a National Court; ‘which is held
at the Kraal where refides the Chief Captain,
quickly after Suit is made to the faid Chief for
Calling the Same. This Court confifts of the
Chiefand all the Captains of Kraals. The Cap-
tains fquat themfelves in a Circle round the Chief,
who fquats in the Middle. The Proceedings are
here the fame asin the Kraal-Courts. The Chief
colletts the Voices and pronounces the Decree,
which is executed immediately ; and the Matter
refts for ever

This Court islikewife the Grand Council of a
Hottentot Nation ; and ’tis call’d as often as the
Chief judges proper for the Publick Weal. The
Captains of Kraals, upon Summons from the Chief,
repair to him immediately. No Time is loft m
Dancing Attendanee. The Council, upon the Arrival
of the Captains, is immediately form’d; and ha-
ving taken its Refolutions, which it does at one Sit-
ting or Squatting, abides by ’em with the Firm-
nefs and executes ’em with the Vigour of an OId
Roman Senate. IV. This



	Chapter20_cont 
	p251
	p252
	p253
	p254
	p255
	p256
	p257
	p258

	Chapter_21

	p260
	p261
	p262
	p263
	p264
	p265
	p266
	p267
	p268
	p269
	p270
	p270i

	Chapter_22

	p272
	p273
	p274
	p275
	p276
	p277
	p278
	p279
	p280
	p281

	Chapter_23

	p283
	p284
	p284i
	p285
	p286
	p287
	p288
	p289
	p290
	p291
	p292

	Chapter_24

	p294
	p295
	p296
	p297
	p298
	p299

	FrontInfo

	p1-49 
	p50-99

	p100-149

	p150-199

	p200-249

	p300-349


