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giddy with Smoaking. Then the Father of the
Lover, addrefling himfelf to the Father of the
‘Woman, opens the Bufinefs he comes on, and
demands the Woman as a Match for his Son. The
Father of the Woman generally leaves the Com-
pany upon this Overture, to confult his Wife
on it 3 and quickly returns with a final Anfwer;
which is rarely in the Negative , unlefs the Dam-
fel demanded be already contrated to another.And
when fhe is fo, Marriage is only delay’d till the

oung Fellow the is contracted to is made a Man.
%f the Father of the Lover receives a Denial, he
and his Son forthwith depart; and no more Words
are had onany Side about the Matter. The Lo-
ver tears his Choice from his Heart at once , and
looks out fer another. If his Father is not living,
he muft have the Approbation of the next in
Authority of his Kindred ; who, in fuch Cafe, does
All that hasbeen faid of the Father. And if the Fa-
ther of the Woman be dead, the next in Autho-
rity of her Kindred has the Difpofal of her.

If the Father of the Woman confents , then is
fhe her felf forthwith confulted. If fthe does not
like the Match, fhe has but one Chance to a-
void it; which, in fuch Cafe, the generally takes.
She muft lie down with her Lover on the Ground,
and play with ‘him a whole Night, unlefs the
Game is fooner up, at Pinching, Tickling and
Clap A—. If fhe conquers her Lover at this
Sport, fhe is fairly rid of him ; and he muft never
think of heragain. But if he fubdues her, which is
generally the Evept, willing or not willing fhe
muft marry him.

T
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This Sport iffuing, if the Matchis put upon
this Iifue, in Favour of the Lover, and the Lover
being made a Man, he lofesno Time, but chufing;
two or three fat Oxen from his own Herd, if he has
one, or his Father’s, according to the Wealth and
Figure of the Family, he drives em to the Houfe
from whencehe is to take his deftin’d Bride. All
his Relations, Men and Women, that live near
him, accompany him, be the Abade of his Miftrefs
at what Diftance it may ; and arriving before
the Houfe, all the Kindred of the Woman
thereabout immediately affemble and receive
them with a Multitude of kind Greetings and
Carefles. The Oxen are immediately flain, after
the Hottentot Manner. With the- Fat of ’em the
whole Company , Men and Women , befmear
their Bodies ; and then powder themfelves all over
with Buchu. ‘The more Fat and Buchu the Hatten-
tots have upon their Bodies, the finer they reckon
themfelves. They therefore, on fo joyful an Oc-
cafion, both Men and Women, bedaub and pow-
der themfelves very lavifhly. And the Women,
to appear ftill finer ‘and more amiable , colour
their Foreheads, Cheeks and Chins with a red
Chalk-Stone, eaﬁly found in the Fields. This
Stone, among the Hostentot Women, has the Place
of Paints and Wathes among Multitudes of our
own ; and is judg’d to be the greateft Heightener
of Beauty. But Nothing, I think, ever appear’d
to me fo frightful as the Face of a Hottentot Wo-
man fo colour’d.

II. Thefe Things doae, they proceed to the
Nuptial Ceremony, which is This : The Men
fquat them{elves on the Ground in a Ring); all but

K 4 the
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the Bridegroom,wno fquats in tae Center.The Wo-
men at fone Diftance, {quat themnfzlves likewife in 2
Ring, about the Bride , who likewife {quats. *
Then the Prieft, or Mafter of the Religious Ce-
remonies, W' o is always that of the Kraal where
lives the Bride, enters the Ring of the Men; and
coming up to the Bridegroom, pifics upon him
a little. The Bridegroom receives the Stream
with a great deal of Eagernefs, rubbing it brisk-
ly all over his Body , and with his long Nails
(which, asI have obferv’d already, the Hotientots
never cut) making feveral deep Scratches in his
Skin, that the Pifs may penetrate and foak the
farther. The Prieft then goes to the Ring of
‘Women, and coming up to the Bride, piffes a lit-
tle upon Her ; and fhe receives and rubs the Pifs up-
on her Boly with as much Eagernefs as the Bride-
groom. Tren gocs the Prieft again to the Bride-
groom; and having pifs’d a little more upon him, a-
way he goes again to the Brile, and again piffes up-
on Her. And{o he goes from one to the other, till
he hasexhaufted upon *em his whole Stock of Urine,
uttering, fro n Time to Tims, to each of them, one

of t'c followi.g Good Wifles, till he has pro-
" nounc’d the Whole upon *em both. May you live long
ard bapyily tegether, or, as we fay, Iwifb you much
Joy. May you Lave a Son before the End of the
Yecr.  May this Son live o be a Comfort to you in
your old Age.  May this Son prove a Man of Cou
rage and a good Huntfinan. .

I1I. This is the Whole of the Nuptial Cere-

Vide Tab IIL. T'e 2z,
: mony
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mony; which being over , the whole Company
rife and join in preparing the Feaft. The Oxen,
kill’d on this Occafion, they cutinto a great
many Pieces, and drefs *em all at once. Some Pieces
they boil ; the Reft they roaft. Their Method ‘of
Boiling is like that of the Europeans. But their
Roafting is! quite another Thing ; and deferves a
particular Defcription. A large flat Stone is faf-
ten’d in the Ground in the Manner of a Hearth.
On all the Surface of this Stone they make a
brisk Fire; and let it burn tll fuch Time as
they think the Stone thoroughly hot. The
then remove the Fire; and having with a Hand}:
ful of Grafs wip’d the Athes clean off from the
Stone, they put the Meat upon it, and cover the
Meat with a flat Stone as large as that it lies
on. They then make a Fire round about the
Meat, and another upon the Stone that covers it.
And thus it remains till ’tis roafted. And, as
the Reader will eafily believe, it is not long a
doing,.

The Victuals being ready, the Men and Women
feat themfelves, the Men in one Circle, the Wo-
men in another, on the Ground ; and the Meat is
ferv’d up to ’em in Pots that glifter with Greafe.
Some carry Knives about ’em, which they have
purchas’d of the Ewropeans, and cut their Mcat
with ’em. Others, who are not fo provided, tcar
the ViGtuals with their Fingers: And every one
eats with aftonithing Rapacity. They ufe the
Lappets of their Krgffes or Mantles, as Plates ;
and their Spoons are Mother of Pearl and other
Sca Shells ; but they putno Handles to ’em.

The
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‘The Hbottentot Ciftom, which forbids the Men
to eat in Company of the Women, is for this Time
difpens’d with in Favour of the Bridegroom, who
fits and eats in Company of the Women, but
touches none of the Victuals prepar’d for Them.
He has a certain Portion, drefs’d for himfelf only.

Dinner being over, What is left of the Viftuals
is fet by for a fecond Entertainment to the Com-

anies; who each, when the Ground they {fit on
1s clear’d of the Pots and Offals, go to Smoak-
ing of Dacha or Tobacco. Each Company has
one Pipe. He or She that fills it, lights it ; and ha.
ving taken two or three Whiffs, givesit to his or
her Neighbour, who having taken two or three
Whiffs, gives it toa Third ; and {o the Pipe goes
round till *tis out; when ’tis fil’d again, and put
about from Handto Hand in the fame Manner.
Great Prating is maintain’d in both Companies.
Every one’s Tongue goes almoft inceffantly. They
fmoak till they are giddy. Some {wallow-
ing the Smoak, it flies up into their Heads and
turns’em. As each Company grows intoxicated
with Smoaking, the Noife in each encreafes. They
rave , fome in Speeches and Stories to others ;
others in Soliloquy. In noifie extravagant Prate
they pafs the beft Part of the Night. Towards
Morning the Bridegroom flies for the firft Time
to the Arms of his Bride ; and the Companies fepa-
rate to go to Sleep.

The next‘Day, by the Time their Heads are
a little eafie, they aflfemble, Men and Women, in
feparate Companies again. The- Victuals they left

the Day before are again fet before ’em. They
cram
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cram ravenoufly. 'What they leave is fet by fora
Meal to the fame Mouths the next Day. They go
again to the Smoaking of Dacha or Tobacco; and
pafs the Time till near the next Morning in the
fame incoherent Prate and Noife as before. This
is the Life they lead from Day to Day, without
minding any Bufinefs, or any other Pleafure, till
they have fairly devour’d all the Victuals that were
drefs’d for ’em on the Day of Marriage. When
that is done, the Nuptial Feftivities are at an End.

IV. But?ds very remarkable, that though the
Hottentots are great Lovers of Mufick and Dancing,
they admit nor one nor the other into thefe Fefti-
vities. Eating, Drinking their ordinary Beverage,
‘Water and Cows-Milk, Smoakingand immoderate
Prating are the Sum Total of every Entertainment
on Occafion of Marriage throughout all the Hoz-
gentot Nations, ‘I have often befought *em for a
Reafon why they banith Mufick and Dancing from
thofe Entertainments, but could never obtain a
better than this, That it is, and bas been from all
Time, the Custom of the Hottentots to do fo.

V. The Hottentots allow of Polygamy, up to
any Number of Wives a Man fhall chufe and is
able to maintain.

Boeving fays, this Cuftom obtains only amoig
the Rich Hottentots. 'This is a Miftake ; for I have
often feen Polygamy among the Poor. Yet do
we rarely ﬁndy the Richeft to have moie than
Three Wives,

V1. The Hoitentots allow not Mairiages bclwcc[?;
| 311
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Firft or Second Coufins, They bavea Traditionary

Law, -which ordains, . that both Man and Woman,

fo near to each other in Blood, who fhall be con-,
victed of joining together cither in Marriage or

Fornication , fhall be cudgel’d to Death. This"
Law, they fay, has prcvalf' ’d through all the Ge~:
ncmﬁcét:,s gii"é’tc_m 3 ax.x';dho that th exg:‘ti:tz it:.&t olrntie,

u nvition, withoutan d to Wealth,

’lgotll: or Affinity. VR

VIL. With Regard to the Portions on both Sides
the Hottentot-Marriages, the Eldeft Son inherits all
the Eftate the Father dies poflefs’d of.. But if an
Eldeft Son marries, while gg Father is living, he.
ftands no better a Chance for a Fortune in Hand
than his younger Brothers, who are all inthat Ar-
ticle at the Courtefie of the Father, if they marry
in hisLife-Time. And a Father feldom gives 2
Son for his Marriage Portion, tho® he gives him fuch
a Feaft, above a Couple of Cows, and a Couple of
Sheep 3 with which he muft fhift in the World as
well as he can, The Father dying, the younger Sons
unmarried are, for their Fortunes, at the Courtefie

. of the Eldeft; who rarely does any Thing better for
*em than what has been faid of the Father. ;

The Daughters have rarely any Portion at all,

If they have , it isnot above a Cow and Couple

of Sheep : And thefe, or the like, muft be retum’d

*to the Family the came of, in*Cafe the dies beforg
fhe has a Child.

The Men look not for Fortunes or Great Allian:
ces by Marriage. All they have their Eyes upon
in the Choice of their Wives is Wi, BF‘KW’ or

grea-
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Agreablenefs. So that it fometimes happen the
Daughter ofa poor obfcure Fellow is married to
the Captain of a Kraal, or the Chief of a Nation.

VIIL. The Hoztentots punith Adultery with
Death. Father Tachart fays well, < The Hotten-
“¢-20¢s look upon Adultery and Theft as moit abo-
‘- minuble Crimes, and ever put fuch Criminals to
«¢ Death,

They agree with the old 7roglodytes, as has been
formerly obferv’d, in fo many Cuitoms, that One
would think they fetch’d their Origin from Them.
But in this Cuftom of Punifhing all Adultery
they differ from ’em. For, as Vellutellus informs
us, it was the Cuftom of the Troglodytes to allow
the Women to lie the Firft Night, after Marriage,
with what Man or Men of their ow1 Kindred they
R}{eas’d. After whichthey were to lie with no

an befides their Husbands on Pain of Death.
Of this Cuftom there is not the leaft Trace or
Memory in all the Hostentot Nations.

" Marriage, among the Hoztentots, may be dif-
folv’d. A Man may be divorc’d from his Wife,
and a Woman from her Husband, upon fhewing
fuch Caufe as fhall be fatisfactory to the Men of
the Kraal where they live 5 who, upon Suit to ’em
for Relief by Divorce, immediately aflemble to
hear and determine the Matter.

A Man, divorc’d from his Wife, may marry
again when he pleafes, Bat a Woman, d'vorc’d
from her Husband, cannot marry again while He
lives. ’ '
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X. T cannot clofe this Chapter without obferving
vpon two Miftakes of Vogel on the Hottentot Mare
riages. ‘This Author fays, ¢¢ The Bride, on the
¢ Nuptial Day, ties a Gut of an Ox or Sheep
¢ about the Neck of the Bridegroom ; who 1s
¢ oblig’d to wear it there till it rots off, ** I
have been prefent at many Hostentot Marriages,
and could never difcover any Thing like this: Nor
could I ever learn, that this, or any Thing like
it, was the Prattice at any of ’em.

He fays farther : ¢¢ The Bride, on the Nuptial
¢ Day, cuts off a Joint of one of ber little Fin-
¢« gers, and ﬁpreients it to the Bridegroom. > The
Bride cuts off no Jointof any of her Fingers, un-
lefs Sheisa Widow : And ’tis the Cuftom for a
‘Woman , for every Hushand fhe marries after
her Firft, to cut off the Joint of a Finger, begin-
ning at one of the little Fingers. Of thisI fhall
fpeak inanother Place.

CHAP XIV.

Of the DomMmesTIck OrcoNomy of the
Hottentots,

1. Tke Province of the Husband. ‘II. Tbe Province
of the Wife. 1. How they live togetber. IV. The
Education of their Children. V. Tbe Munificence
and Hofpitality of the Hottentots. '

I Hottentot ﬁever hasa Hut of his own till

he marries: Nor does he think of Erec-

ting it till after his Marriage Feaft, F romﬂh}:
. iy
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firt Nuptial Day to the Time he thall have buil¢
him a Hut, whichis ordinarily about Eight Days,
he and his Bride are entertain’d and accommodated
at the Hut of a Relation or Friend. His Bride
affifts him, not only in erecting the Hut, but in
getting up the Materials ; every one of which are
EJ;te new. His Bride affifts him likewife in provi-
ing the Furniture, which is all new.

The Hut finith’d, and He and his Bride fettled
init, he troubles his Head no more about Houfe
or Houfhold Matters. He abandons to her the
Care and Toil of Seeking and Drefling Provifions
for Both ; and devoges himfelf to Eating, Drink-
ing, Smoaking, Idling and Sleeping ever after.
‘Never does he think of furnifhing any Thing to-
wards the Suftenance of himfelf or Family but
when he goes, with the Men of the Krsal, a hun-
ting, or when, if he lives near the Sea, he takesit
in his Head to go a Fithing. The Men of the
Kraal fometimes call him out to go along with.’em
a hunting the Elephant, the Rhinoceros, the Stag
&c. And he generally returas from the Chace
with fome fmal?Vcnifon for his Family. When
he goes a Fifthing, Oh! ’tis a mighty Job ! and
his Wife is fure to hear of it for 2 Week. He ge-
nerally brings home a good Dith of Fifh: For
the Hottentots are very expert Fifhermen, notwith-
-ftanding what Pogel has faid to the Contrary.

Yet the Reader muft needs think, that, with all
this Lazinefs of Difpofition, a Hottentot has fome
Care for his Cattle. He does go from Time to
Time to look after them ; but he makes his’
Wife, notwithftanding all her domettick Fatigues,

[ o
tJO
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go as often. Rarely will he abate her any Thing
of the Time and Trouble he beftows on ’em
himfelf. Only She never meddles in the Sale of
’em. Oh! No: That’s his grand Prerogative:
Heglories in it ; and Wo be to her that invades
it,

If he hasaSon, he beftows the more Care in
the Prefervation and Encreafe of his Cattle, that
he may leave him well inthe World. And if he
is Ma({er of any Handicraft he teaches it him.
‘This is the whole Extent of his Private Life.

II. For the Wife, She, as has been faid alrcady,
is doom’d toall the Toil of getting and drefling
Provifions for him, her felf, and Children, when
they have any, and to all the Care and Drudge-
ry within Doors, with a Share of the Fatigue in
‘Tending the Cattle. Every Morning, excepting
when her Husband goes a hunting or fifhing,
which happens not very often, fhe goes out to ga-
ther certain Roots, (to be defcrib’d hereafter) and
milk the Cows, for the Suftenance of the Family:
Thefe Roots, which abound in the Hoztenzor Coun-
tries, and which are eafily known by the Leafage
they produce, fhe digs up witha Stick of Iron- or
Olive-Wood, poirfted. She wathes them in farr
‘Water, and boils or broils them. And either Way
they make a pretty good Sort of Food. She cuts
and brings home all the Wood “for Firing ; and
her Driudgery is continual , excepting the little
Refpite the has when her Husband goes a hunting
or fithing, Addto this, that the poor Wretch, as
has been mention’d alseady , is expos’d, without
any Relicf, tothe Infits of her own Chil%ren};

e
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Suchis the miferable Life of the Wife of a Hotzen-
tot 3 miferable to us, but not to her 3 for, inftead
of Groaning, fhe fmiles under it; looking upon
Hottentot Cuftom as a Sort of good Deity, whofe
Difpenfations are all for the Beft. Farther, (for
the Mifery: of the Woman in fome People’s Way
of Thinking)

III. She lies not every Night , nor any whole
Night , with her Husband. They have always
feparate Beds. No Kiffing, no foft, leering, lan-
guifhing Looks do you fee. Night and Day, for
any Thing that appears, they are fo cold and in-
different to one another, that you would think
there was no fuch Thing as Love or conjugal Re-
lation between’em. If there are T'wenty Hottentots
with their Wives all in one Hut, ’tis impofifible to
difcover, either by Words or Actions, who and
who is together, If either of their Bofoms be
warm’d with Love for the other, they diffemble ic
with more-Addrefs than ever Wit in Enrope diffem-
bled anyThing. And this Difimulation, in the Ge-
neral, muft needs be allow’d, fince a Law againft
Adultery, which they have, and which they are
very vigorous in the Execution of, can hardly be
fuppos’d to ftand with Them, or indeed with any
other People, upon any other Foundations than
Loveand Jealoufie.

They neither of ’em meddle in the Province of
the other, excepting the Tending of their Cattle,
which is common to Both. She never fets Foot in
his Apartinent in the Hut. He never enters hers
but by Stealth, for a little Dalliance, They
rarely confabulate. He iffues his Command, and
fhe filently obeys. L Ir
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It has been faid, over and over in Europe, that
the Hottentots cohabit promifcuoufly with their
‘Women; and enjoy them, as Brutes do one another,
openly, in the Prefence of any one, without Fear
or Shame., The Wantonnefs of the' Tongue has
no End. For the firft Part of this idle Lie, That
the Hottentots cohabit promifcuoufly with their
Women, it ftands fufficiently confounded already :
And for the Other, That the Hostentots enjoy
their Women openly, Tcould never fee or hear of.
fuch a brutifh fhamelefs Aétion among ’em. On
the Contrary, I have been told, over and over, by
Eyropeans of the greateft Probity and Intelligence at
the Cape, and aflur’d again and again by fome of
the moft fenfible, knowing and honeft Hostentots,
that the Hottentots, not one of them, was ever, to
their Knowledge, difcover’d in the Feat of Love s
but that, on the Contrary, the Hottentots , all of
’em, asfar as they ever heard, always chufe the
greateft Darknefs and Retirement for the Scene
of their Venereal Embraces. I never puta Quef-
tion to the Hotzentots upon the Matter , that was,
not receiv’d with Indignation. One of ’em, in
particular, I queftion’d upon it, anfwer’d me in
the following Manner. #hat! People think we
are like Brutes! What ! be like Dogs! No, No.
Decency. We are not fo. We know better. ‘This
was his Anfwer Word for Word. And I really
believe, upon the Whole of What I have feen and
heard of the Hottentots, thatthere is not, in the Bufi- -
uefs of Love, a modefter People under the Heavens.

Another Immodefty with which they are as idly
branded , is, That they eafe their Bodies Any
where, and before Apy Perfons. Never was there

a
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a greater Falthood. I firmly believe, that in the
Cafe of Eafing the Body, there is not a more fhame-
fac’d People upon Earth. Ihavefeen Thoufands
of ’em, and never faw One of ’em eafing his Body :
And I have been often affur’d, that they will Zy
no Means do it in the Sight of Any one whatever.
But doubtlefs, like other People, they cannot al-
ways, in the Cafe, guard againft Surprife, They
are fo far from the Indecency here-mention’d,
that they will not let a F~ in the Prefence either
of Europeans or of One another. And when the Ex-
ropeans take that Freedom among themfelves, ifa
Hottentot be by, he is much difpleas’dat it; and
makes no Scruple to tell ’em, They ought to be
atham’d.

.- IV. The Care and Education of their Children,
till the Boys are made Men, and the Girls are
married, is another heavy Burthen upon the Wife,
Qsickly after fhe is deliver’d of a Child, the takes
and wraps itin a Piece of anold Kroffe, the Head
juft peeping out 3 and tying iton her Back , lugs
it about from Day to Day, at Home and in the
Fields, till *tisable to crawl. 1 A very remarka-
ble Thing is, that fhe can fuckle it on her Back.
Her Breaftsare {o long, that the can tofs the Nip-
ples to the Child over her Shoulders. When it
cries on her Back, the gives one of ’em a Tofs,
and over it goes: The Child catches it in its Mouth,
and fucks, without once lofing Hold, till *tis fill’d.
This is a very odd Sght. She is generally {moak-
ing Dacha while- the has the Child at her Back.

Yide Tab IV.
i L. 2 The
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The Wind often carries over a great Deal of
Smoak full in the Child’s Face, fufficient, one
would think, to ftifle it. She mindsnot this. Nor,
inalittle Time, doesthe Child, °Tis very diver-
ting to fee the Child, when ’tis Cafe-harden’d , en-
velop’d in a Cloud of Smoak. It fhakes its Head

nd fights it very briskly while ’tis faﬁ'mg 3 and
when ’tis gone, {miles, fneezes and ftares very
pleafantly.  'When the Child is about fix Months
old, fhe weans it, and begins to raife in it a Relith
for Dacha or Tobacco, by putting her Pipe, when
*tis juft or very near out, into the Child’s Mouth,
and holding it there from Time to Time till the
Child’s Palate is feafon’d to the Smoak, and it
catches a Fondnefs for the Pipe, which it foon
does, and never lofes after. :

The Children, both Sexes, when they find their
Legs, run after their Mother wherever fhe goes,
unlefs in very rainy or very windy Weather; for
then they ftay at I}:Iome with their Drone of a Fa-
ther, who lies ftretch’d at his Eafeina profound
Reverie. 'The Daughters, when they are grown
up, affift their Mother in the Gathering of Roots
for Food, and the Cutting and Bringing Home
‘Wood for Fuel. But the Mother , whatever be
the Abilities of the Daughters in thefe Matters,
is feldom or never excus’d from Going along with
’em. Tho’ the has half a Dozen ftout Girls about
her, *tis fhe muft take the greateft Pains. The
Boys eatand drink with their Mother, lie in the
Nurfery, and converfe only with the Women , till
as hasbeen faid, they are call’d into the Society
of Men.

Tis
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*Tis in the Nurfery, and by the Women, that
the Children, are leftur’d upon the Traditions and
Cuftoms of the Hoitentots. The Inftitutions and
Opinioris of the ancient Hottentots, of which the
‘Women are the Grand Repofitories , "are there
faften’d upon their Memories, and recommended
to all their Venerationand to all their Care, The
Hottentots are wife in making the Nurfery the
School of their Traditions ; fince where Writing
is not known, the beft Way to preferve the Me-
‘mory of Things is to commit it to the Keeping of
the Sex whofe Tongues lie never ftill.

V. In Munificence and Hofpitality the Hotten-
tots, perhaps, go beyond all the other Nations up-
on Earth. They love and pleafure and relieve One
another with fuch a noble Simplicity and Large-
nefs of Heart as I have never met with among all
the other People I have feen, nor ever heard of
but in Reports of the Old World. And the
Hofpitality- they fhew to Strangers of every Na-
tion, who behave inoffenfively, does not, in the
General, fall fhort of the furprifing Bounty and
Benevolence they fhew to One another. Father
Tachart fays well : ¢ The Hostentots have more
¢« Honefty, Love and Liberality for One another
¢t than are almoft any where feen among_Chrifti-
< ans, ” Again. ¢¢ The Munificence of a Hos-
“¢ tentot leaves him hardly any Thing for himfelf,
¢ Does hereceive a Prefent ? If it be for Rega-
¢ ling, he beftows a Part of itupon the Firft of
¢¢ his Countrymen he meets; and continues giving
¢ toOneand toAnother till he has little or nothing
¢¢ of it left for Limfelf.”” The Father does *em but
Juﬂ:ice, I have feen the very Thing he mentions,

. L3 in
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in the Words laft cited again and again. And
I know, that when a Hotentot does but catch a
little Venifon, ora Dith of Fifh, he invites his'
Neighbours to dine with him upon it 5 and Ever
one is welcome as far as the ’IPreat will go. A,
great many Hottentot Travellers are daily paffing
and repaffing from one Kraal and Nation to ano-
ther. When they are benighted, they repair to
the neareft Krzal ; and are entertain’d and accom-
modated all Night Gratis in the handfomeft Hoz-
tentot Manner , either by their Acquaintance in
the Kraal, or by the Hottentot before whofe Hut
they firft prefent themfelves. :

CHAP. XV.

Of the HoTTENTOT MANAGEMENT with
Regard to their CATTLE.

1. Methods the Poor Hottentots take to acquire Cat-
tle. 1I. How the Hottentots tend their Cattle.
1. They never feparase the Bulls from the Cows,
nor the Rams from the Ewes. IV, Their Me-
thod of Gelding a Bull. V., Their Method of
Geldirg a Ram. V1. Their Methods to bring a
Refraitory Cow to yield ber Milk. VII. Their
Naftinefs with Regard to Milk. VIII. Tbeir
Method of Making Butter. 1X. The Naftinefs of
their Butter. X. et the Europeans buy it boih
for Ufe and Sale. X1. The Hottentots give But-
ter-Milk to their Calves and Lambs. XII. Cows
Milk 1o be drank by bord Sexes of 1he Hottentots :
Ewes Milk only by the Women. XIII. An En-
quiry into the Reafon of this Cuffom. XIV, Af-
2er what Manner the Hottentots fecure their Ca?

e
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tle inthe Night. XV.Their Care of their Calves
and Lambs till they are able to run with the Herds.

~ XVL Their Fighting-Oxen, for War, and for the
Keeping their great Cattle together when at Pafture.
XVII. Their Carriage-Oxen. XVIIL Their Cat-

“tle Dottors. XIX. No fuch Mortalities among the
Hottentot Cattle, as among the European. XX,
Remedies the Hottentots apply to their diffemper’d
Cattle.  XXI1. They feaft upon their Cattle that
die of Difeafe. XXII. When Wild Beafts carry
off any of their Castle, they goin Puéﬁtit of ’em.

" XXIIL. How they difpofe of their Cattle when
they encreafe too faft.

I Y have already faid Something, in a former

Chapter, of the Methods the Poor' Hozzen-
#ots take toacquire Cattle. I fhall here be more
particular upon ’em. For as the Wealth of the
Hottentots confifts wholly in Cattle, it will not per-
haps be thought an improper Introduction to
an Account of their Management of this Wealth, to
fhew more fully the Methods by which they acquire
it. The Viciffitudes of Fortune, from Riches to Pe-
verty, and from Poverty to Riches again, are as fre-
quent among the Hoitentors as they are any where
elfe ; and the Hortentots are as fenfible of her Capri-
ces as any other People. '

An old Hottentot who has loft his Subftance, or
a young One for whom his Friends cannot or will
not provide, hires himfelf, either to one of his
fubftantial Countrymen, or to an European. They
ferve for Cattle,- more or lefs, of Great or Small,
according to the Capacities they ferve in, and rthe

‘Time they agree to ferve for. They prefer the
B ' L 4 Ser-
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Serving of an European far before the Serving of
one of their Countrymen, and look out fharp for
fuch a Service, when they are out of Place, be-
caufe it is attended with Perquifites and Advanta-
ges they never meet with in the Service of a Hot-
tentot.  Their conftant Agreement with an Euro-
pean, is, to receive, as Part of their Wages , a
daily Allowance of Tobacco and Dachs. Thefe
Commodities, which they thus receive , they buf-
band with a deal of Care, laying up All they can
pinch from themfelves from Day to Day, in order
to the Raifing a good Stock of Both againft the
Time they goaway. They have now and then in
the Service of an Europeana Dubbletie given ’em,
a two Penny Piece of Dutch Money. This Mo~
ney too they carefully lay up till the Time they
leave their Service 3 and, when that Time comes,
gurchafe Cattle with it of the Ewuropeans. The
attle they ferve for are Cattle of Encreafe, to be
chofen by themfelves, The Cattle they buy with
this Money are thefame. They will on no Ac-
count meddle with a barren Cow or a barren Sheep;
and they have very good Eyes at the Difcovery,up-
on the very firft Viewing of either Sheep ar Cow.
Arriving at Home with the Cattle they have got
in Service, they lay out the Tobacco and Dacha
they have fav’d, among their Countrymen, in the
Purchafe of more Cattle ; and, fetting up for them-
felves, lay, by Thritt and Good Management, the
Faundations of rich and flourithing Families,

II. The Cattle of a Kraal run all together , the
Greatin one Herd, the fmall in another, The
meaneft Inhabitant, whohasput a fingle Sheep,
has the Privilege of turning it inte the Flock;

where
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where it is tended and taken as much Care of , tho®
he is not prefent, as the Sheep of the' Richeft and
moft Powerful of the Kraal. They have no parti-
cular Herd{men, or Shepherds, for Driving their
Cattle to Pafture and Tending and Guarding them
from Wild Beafts. - They take thofe Offices upon
’em by Turns, Three or Four or more together,
according to the Number of the Men of the Kraal,
and the Proportion of their Herds. They drive
*em to Pafture between 6 and 7 in the Morning 3
and back to the Krasl between 5 and 6 in the
Evening. And Morning and Evening the Women
milk the Cows. I

III. They let the Bulls run with the Cows , and
the Rams with the Ewes the Year round. By
which Means their Herds encreafe apace, their
Ewes yielding them conftantly Two Lambs in the
Year. For this the Exropeans at the Cape, whofe
Cuftom it is to feparate atcertain Times the Bulls
from the Cows, and the Rams from the Ewes,
blame them ; maintaining, that thofe Lambs ne-
ver provewell ; that the continual Affociating of
the Rams with the Ewes, harrafles the latter too
much, and tends to the Decay and Diminution of
the Flock. The Hottentots maintain the Contrary
to all This ; alledging, that their Cattle do not on-
Ty encreafe the fafter by the Bulls and the Rams
running, continually with the Cows and the Ewes ,
but are every Whit as good as Thofe ofthe Exro-
peans , which the Europeans deny. I pretend not
to be fo.skill’din’Cattle as to determine Who has
moft Reafon here,

1V, As the Bulls and  Rams encreafe bey(;xlzld
¢
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the Proportion due to their Herds, they geld them..
The Bulls they geld at the Age of One Year or
thereabout . And their Method of Gelding a Bul
is this: '

Having faften’d four ftrong Ropes, made of cer-
tain Weeds very nicely twilted, feverally to his
Fect, * they throw him upon his Back on the
Ground ; and faften his Horns in it very tightly,
‘They then extend his Legs to the full Stretch with
the Ropes; and faften the Ropes to Stakeg
driven into the Ground. In this Condition he can
neither ftir Head nor Foot. Then comes the Ope-
rator, and with a Thong of the Hide <fan Ox or
Stag, ties the Tefticles up in the Bag as clofe and
hard as he poffibly can ; ftopping all Communi-
cation for ever with the Veflelsabove *em. Then
is the Bull fet at Liberty, torun with his Tefticles
in that Condition till they rot off 3 which they do
in fome Time. '

V. They generally geld their Rams at the Age
of Half a Year. The Ram’s Tefticles are tied
up mn the Baginthe fame Manner as the Bull’sl
But they lethim not go, as they do the Bull, when
this is done. For they then lay him'on one Side,
and putting a broad Stone under his Tefticles fo
tied up, they take a round Stone and bruife them
to Mafh in the Bag. They then let him go. And
in a little Time his Tefticles rot off.

VI. Cows and Sheepare milk’d by the Women

% Vide Tab: V. Fig. 1
) after
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after the fame Manner as they ate in Europe. And
it fometimes happens, that their Cows, like ours,’
are refrattory, and will yield no Milk. Their
firft Expedient to bring a refrattory Cow to yield
it, is the fame with that of the Europeans. They
bring the Cows Calf to the Teats, and let it fuck a
little: The Cow readily yields ; and they get by
this Means a fufficient Quantity of Milk. But if
the Calf be dead when the Cow refufes to give her
Milk, they take the ‘Calf’s Skin, and putting it
on a Calf of pretty near the fame Size, Part anfwe-
ring to Part, and fewing itround, that it may re-
femble the dead Calf as much as poffible, they
bring this Counterfiet to the Teats, and fome-
times gain their Point by it. But if the Cow is:
too cunning to be cozen’d that Way, their laft
Shift to make her yield her Milk is, after tying her
Hind-Legs together to prevent her Kicking , to
blow with all their Might into the Pxlva. This is
“done by the Men as well as the Women. +

VIIL. They never pafs the Milk through any
Sort of Strainer, to clear it of Hair or other Filth;
but drink it with all its Foulnefs , {ettled or un-
fettled, from the Veflel in which it was receiv’d
from the Cow. In Milk, thus dirty, they boil
the Roots they eat; making of the Whole a
Kind of Pap. What Milk they get more than
they fhall have Occafion for at Home, they often
fell, for a little Dacba or Tobacco, to Europeans ;
who take Care to purge it of its Filth before they
ufe it )

e

t Vide Tb. V. Fig. = ‘ VIII. Far
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VIII. For the Making of Butter, * they ufe, in
the Place of a Churn, a Wild Beaft’s Skin, made
up into a Sort of Sack, the hairy Sideinward. In-
to this Sack they pour fo mueh Milk'as will about
half fillit. They then tie up the Sack ; and Two
Perfons, Men or Women, taking Hold of it,
One at one End, the Other at the other, they tofs
the Milk briskly to and fro” till it becomes Butter.
‘They then put it in Pots, either for Anojnting their
Bodies and Kroffes, or for Sale to the Europeans 5
for the Hottentots, unlefs in the Service of Europe-
ans, eat no Burter.

IX. But they never take any Manner of Care to
clear it of the Hair or other Filth that fticks to
it : And it contrats not a little Naftinefs from the
Greafe and Dirt continually fticking to their own
Paws. Hottentot Butter is certainly the filthieft
upon Earth. The Sight of it is enough to make
One fick, and to renounce the Eating of Butter
for ever.

X. Yet, filthy and loathfome asit is, there are
‘Europeans at the Cape, who buy it in large Qlfan-a
tities. ‘They have the Art of Purging it of its
Filth, and making it look pretty like the Butter
of Europe. The greateft Part of it, fo cleans’d,
they fell to fome Mafters of Ships, and to others
who know no better, for Butter of their own
Milk , making great Profit. The Reft they eat
themfelves : A Thing fo aftonithing to me (that
Europeans fhould eat this Butter, who know the

*Vide Tab. V. Fig. 2, M
A~
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Making of it ) thatl thould never, I think, have
seliev’d it, had I not feen it, unlefs in the Cafe of
v Famine.

But thefeare not all the Advantages that arg
nade of this Butter by the Europeans who buy it :
For the Dregs and the filthy Parts of it they make
their Servants and Slaves eat ; tho’ there is an ex-
prefs Order to the Contrary, which the Gover-
10ur of the Cape publifhes fromTime to Time, for
the Security of the Common Health ; which, *is
uftly apprehended, is endanger’d by the Mingling
of fuch foul unwholefome Butter in the ordinary
Diet of the Servants, : X

XI. The Butter Milk, hairy and foul a$ it
somes from the Sack, the Hostentots giveto their
Calves and Lambs. Sometimes they drink it them=
lelves. They neverftrain it. And.ifany Sicknefs
or Diforder feizes either Themfelves or their Calves
or Lambs, upon the Drinking of this Milk, all
the Art of Man cannot perfuade ’em, that it may
be owing to the Filth they have fwallow’d. No:
"Tis Witchcraft, they fay ; Nothing but curfed
Witchcraft: And the Doctor of the Krasl is
call’d with his Amulet to remove it ; which .tho’
he cannot do, *tis ftill Witchcraft, and is fo call’d
to the End of the Chapter. :

XII. Cows Milk is drank by both Sexes of the
Hottentots: Ewes Milk only by the Women.-
Where Cows Milk is fcarce, the Women are o«
blig’d to keep to Ewes Milk or to Water. The
Men will not by any Means' in the World be in-
duc’d to tafte the Milk of the Ewe. Nor are the

' ) Women
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‘Women fond of it when they can get Cows Milk.
The Hottentot Families, therefore, whofe Cows are

not numerous, keep all the Milk of *em for their
own Ufe, and offer only Ewes Milk to Sale.

XIII. Itook uncommon Pains to come at the
Reafon of this Hottentot Cuftom, which ordains the
Milk of Ewes to be dtank by the Women only.
Pound after Pound of Tobacco have I prefented to
many of both Sexes of the Hottentots , in order to
win 1t from ’em if they knew it. But I could ne-
ver difcover that any of ’em did. The firt An-
fwer of all of’em was, Hottentot Cufiom: Not a
Syllable more. 'With this old Flail my Curiofity
was kept at a Bay for a confiderable Time by eve-
ry One of ’em. - Atlength feveral of ’em, weari-
ed with my Importunities, told me, ¢ They knew
“ not, for their Parts, nor, they believ’d, did Any
«¢ One in all the Nations of em, the Original Rea-
v fon for this Cuftom. Nor had they any one
<¢ Reafon to produce for its Support befides the
«¢ Example of their Anceitors. That they fome-
<¢ times conjectur’d, indeed, their Anceftors might
«¢ think, that Ewes Milk was good for the<Wo-
<« men but not for the Men. And beyond this Con-
<¢ jecture they could not go.

XIV. Ithall now thewafter what Manner the
Hottentots fecure their Cattle in the Night* The
Cots of a Kraal, asI havefaid already, are rang’d
ina Circle, the Area of which is quite open.
‘There is but one Entrance into a Krasl and thata

~r

*® vide Tab. VI. Fig. 1, nar
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trrow one. Between 5 and 6 in the  Evening, as
have faid too, the Hottentots generally drive their
attle from Pafture. It were highly unadvifeable
» let them flay till Night therein a Country, that
oounds with Bealts of Prey. On the Area of
1e Kraal they lodge the Calves and all the {mall
attle, " And roundthe Krasl, on the Outfide,
1ey range the great' Cattle, their Heads clofe up
> the Cots. ‘Their Great Cattle, fo rang’d, they
€, Two and Two together, by the Feet, to pre-
ent their Straggling. They have no Shelter
‘om the Weather for either Great or fmall Cattle,
ut the very young ; of whichI fhall fpeak pre-
:ntly. If an Ox, \Bull or Cow flips away from
Hottentot, while he is fixing ’em fgr the Night,
ids incredible with what Speed and Dexterity he
rill fetch ’em up again. Run asfaft as they can,
e’s a Head of ’em in the Twinkling of an Eye 5
ndin a Trice reduces them to Dilcipline, If a
heep fcampers off, away he darts after him, and
1an Inftant has him by the Tail. The Heels of
. Hottentot ! They are my Wonder to this Hour.

No One ftays without the Krasl to guard the
sreat Cattle from the Wild Beafts. There’s no
Jccafion for it. The Cattle give. Notice of the
\pproach of the Enemy by a general Lowing
)order ; whencefoever the Cattle have their
ntelligence 3 whether from the Eyes of a Lion,
liger, Leopard &c. which flame like the Eyes
f a Cat, and are feen a great Way in the Night;
r from the Scent of thofe Creatures, or, accord-
ng to fome People’s Philofophy, from fome fecret
nftin& in Themfelves, which awakes on the Ap-
roach of ’em. ) ' V.1

' o AN
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XV. In every Kraal there isan empty Hut, in
which the ]%oung Calves and Lambs are kept
Night and Day till they are able to endure the In-
" clemencies of the Weather, and to fun with their
Dams to Pafture. In the Morning, juft before the
Herds are driven to Pafture, and in the Evening,
on their Return, thefe Striplings are carried to
their Dams to be fuckled. And between Whiles
thelfotz‘mtots give ’em either old Milk or Butter
Milk.

XVI. The Hottentots have a Sort of Oxen they
call Backeleyers, or Fighting Oxen. They ufe’em
in their Wars, as fome Nations do Elephants; of
the Taming and Forming which Creatures upon the
like Difcipline the Hottentots as yet know Nething,
They are of great Ufe to ’em too in the Govern-
ment of their Herds at Pafture ; for, upona Sig-
nal from their Commanders, they will fetch in Strag-
glers, and bring the Herds within Compafs. They
will likewife run very furioufly at Strangers ; and
therefore are of Good Defence againft the Bufchies
or Robbers, who fteal Cattle. They are the ftat-
lieft Oxen of the Herd. Every Kraal has Half a
Dozen of thefe Oxen at the leaft. When one of
them dies, or grows fo old, that, being unfit for
Bufinefs, his Owner kills him, a young Ox is cho-
fen out of the Herd to fucceed him, by an anci-
ent Hottentot, who is judg’d beft able to difcern
his Capacity for Inftruttion. This young Ox is
affociated with an old Backeleyer, and taught, by
Blows and other Means, to follow him. At Night
they tie em together by the Horns 3 and for fome
Part of the Day they faften ’em together in the
fame Manner, till at Length, by thisand I know

: ‘not
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not what other Means, the young Ox is fully m-
ftru@ed, and becomes a watchful Guardian of the
Herds, an able Auxiliary in Cafe of War.

The Backeleyers (fo call’d from the Hostentot
Word Backeley for 'War) know evety Inhabitant
of the Kraal t:{xey belong to, Men, Women and
Children, and pay ’em all juft the fame Refpet
that is paid by a Dog to every Perfon who dwells
in his Mafter’s Houfe. Any of the Inhabitants
may therefore at any Time prefent themftlves very
fafely on any Side of the Herds. The Backeleyers
will in no wife offend ’em. But if a Stranger,
efpecially an European, fhall approach the Herds,
without the Company of a Hottentot -of the Kraal
they belong to, he muft look fharp to himfelf.
For thefe Backeleyers, which generally feed at the
Skirts of the Herds, quickly difcover him, and
make at himupon a full Gallop, And if he is
not within Hearing of any of the Hottentots who
keep the Herds, or has not a Fire-Arm, or a light
Pair of Heels, or there is not a Tree at Hand,
which he can immediately climb, he is certainly
demolith’d. The Backeleyers mind not Sticks or
the Throwing of Stones at’em. This is one great
Reafon why the Europeans always travel the Hoz-
tentot Countries with Fire-Arms. But the firft
Thing an European does, upon the Appearance of
fuch an Enemy, is to fhout and call to the Hp¢-
tentots that look to the Herds. The Hettentot that
hears him, haftens to his Aflittance, making all the
‘Way a very fhrill Whiftling thro *his Fingers. The
Backeleyers no fooner hear the Whiftling of their
Keepers, which they very well know, than they
ftop, turn about and return leifurely to the Her%s.

: . ut
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But if an European, in Danger of the Backeley-
ers, doesnot, upon his Shouting and Calling to the
Keepers, hear the Whiftle, before the Bac-
keleyers come -up with him , he difcharges his
Fire-Arm; frighten’d with the Report of whichy
the Backeleyers run away.

I have been often run at by the Backeleyers my
felf. As foon as I faw ’em fallying out upon me, 1
fhouted and call’d to the Keepers. But ! could
not often make ’em hear before the Backeleyers
came up with me 3 when I have; been oblig’d to
difcharge my Fire-Arm (for Ialways carried one
about with me) upon which, they always turn’d
about and left me.

Inthe Wars of the Hottentots * with One ano-
ther thefe Backeleyers make very terrible Impreffi-
ons. They gore and kick and trample to Death
with incredible Fury. Each Army has a Drove of
’em, which they take their Opportunity to turn
upon One another. And ifan Army the Backeley-
ers are turn’d upon is not alerte and upon all its
Guard, they quickly force theirWay thro’it, tearing,
fhattering and confounding all the T'roops that op-
%((}fe ’em, and paving for their Mafters an eafie

ay to Victory. ‘The Courage of thefe Creatures
is amazing ; and the Difcipline upon which they
are form>d does not a little Honour to the Hotzen-
tot Genius and Dexterity.

XVII. The Hottentots have likewife great Num-

¥ide Tab. XIIL Fig. 1.
bers
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bers of Oxen for Carriage. Thefe too are very
ftrong and ftately Creatures, chofen out of the
Herds at about the Age of Two years, by old
Men, well skill’d in Cattle.  'When they have
deftin’"dan Ox to carry Burthens, they take and
throw him on his Back on the Ground ; * and
faftening his Head and Feet, as they do thofe of a
Bull when they geld him, they make a Hole with
a fharp Knife through his upper Lip, between
his Noftrils. Into this Hole they put a Stick,
about halt an Inch thick, and a Foot and a2 Half
long, with a Hook at Top to prevent its falling
through. By this hook’d Stick they break him
to Obedience and Good Behaviour : For if he re-
fufes to be govern’d, and to carry the Burthens
they lay upon him, they fix his Nofe by this hook’d
Stick to the Ground ; and there hold it till he
comes to a better Temper.

*T'is an exquifite Torture to an Ox to be faften’d
to the Ground by the Nofe with this hook’d Stick.
He is not therefore long exercis’d this Way before
he gets a Notion of his Duty and becomes tracta-
ble. After which, the very Sight alane of the
Stick, when heis wanton or refrattory, will hum-
ble and reduce him to the Will of his Driver.
The Terror of this Stick too makes the Carriage
Ogzen fo attentive to the Words of Command the
Hottentots ufe to’em, that they quickly conceive,
and ever while they live afterwards retain, the In-
tention of ’em. I have a thoufand Times been
furpris’d at the ready Obedience the Carriage Ox-

Vid. Tab. VI. Fig. z
M2 en



180 The Prefent State of

en have paid to a Hottentot’s bare Words. They
are asquick at apprehending and as exact in per-
forming the Orders of their Driver, as is any
taught Dog in Europe at conceiving and accom~
plifiing the Orders of his Mafter. The Stick,
the terrible Stick makes ’emall Attention and Di-
ligence.

When the Hottentots remove their Kraals, the
Materials of their Huts, with their Furniture, are
convey’d upon thefe Oxen. Upon thefe Oxen
likewife, at thofe Times, are convey’d the Aged,
the Sick and the Infirm, on a Sort of Bier the Hoz-
tentots make, and which they fix very cleverly and
commodioufly on the Backs of the Oxen.

‘When the Hottentots come to the Cape (the
Townfo call’d ) to purchafe Wine, Brandy, To-
bacco, Iron-Ware, or the like, they always bring
Carriage-Oxen with ’em to convey thofe Commo-
dities Home. A Hottentot that has a Carriage-
Ox, will carry Nothing himfelf. The Carriage
Oxen are, in all the Hostentot Nations, by far
more numerous than the Backeleyers, or Fighting
Oxen.

XVIIL Inevery Kraalthere is a Cattle-Dotor,
or, as we call him, a Cow-Docor, appointed to
watch over the Health of the Cattle. He paffes
from Time to Time through the Herds, narrowly
confidering every individual Head; and, as he
fees Occafion, adminifters the Lancet, the Cathar-
tick, or the Cordial. He devotes the beft Part of
his Time to the Study of the Diforders incident to
Cattle, and the Improvement of the Hottentos
Medicine for the fame, XIX. When
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XIX. When a Diftemper gets among the Cat-
tle, the Hottentots are very careful to conceal it
from the Europeans. They know as well as
other People, that a Difcovery of that Kind ne-
ver fails to bring a Damp upon the Market ; that
People are very cautious of buying any Think
outof a Herd that has an ill Report upon it, and
are not quickly fatisfied that All is well again,
But the Hottentot Cattle are fubjet to Nothing
like the Rots and Mortalities which are often feen
among;, the Cattle of Exrgpe. Nor was the Cough,
an Obftruction to which our Cattle are very liable,
ever known among ’em, * The only fatal Diftem:
per, ina Manner, among the Hottentot Cattle, is
one they contract from long and heavy Rains,
Having, as I have obferv’d already, no Manner
of Shelter from the Rain, they feel the Weight of
every Shower that falls, And it fometimes, but
not often, rains continually for 3 or 4 Days and
Nights together. Thefe exceffive Rains ftrike
many of the Cattle, both Great and Small, with a
Difeafe, which is often too hard for the Docorr,
and is, in a Manner, the only one which earries
the Cattle off. But "tis Nothing likea Rot. Di-
ftempers among ’em proceeding from any other
Caufe (and they are very rare) the Doctors general-
ly cure with a gteat deal of Eafe,

XX. The Hottentots take not a little Pains to
conceal from the Europeans their Methods of Cu.
ring their diftemper’d Cattle. All I have been
able, after the moft folicitous Enquiries, - to'leatn
of ’em is, that upon the Difcovery of the leaft
Symptom of any Difefe, either in their Great or
small Castle, shey let ’em Blood. In which Ope

M 3 rauen
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ration their Lancet is either the Point of a Knifes
well tharpen’d, or fuch a Bone of a Bird, fharpen’d
to a Pomnt, as I have faid they ufe as an "Awl in
the Sewing up of a Wound. After this they give
*em wild Garlick, whole or bruis"d. And when
any of the Cattle labour under a Stoppage of
Urine, they give ’em Water, in which Garlick
has been infus’d, to open the Paffages. I could ne-
ver learn any Thing more of the Methods the Hoz-
#entots take to reftore their diftemper’d Cattle.

But the Hottentots never give their Cattle, either
Great or Small, as we do often ours by Way of
Precaution, any Salt tolick. 'Abundance of Salt,
as I have already obferv’d, is produc’d among ’em;
but they look upon it as neither good for Man nor
Beaft, nor of any Manner of Ufe.

- XXI. When any of the Cattle recover of any
Diftemper, the Hottentots are Top full of Joy:
And they make themfelves fome Amends, when
any of the Cattle die, by feafting upon the Carca-
fes: And thefe Carcafes are not deftin’d to the
Mouths of the Owners and their Friends only, or
whom they fhall pleafe to invite. Every Inhabi-
tant of the Kraa/ has a Right to partake of the
Feaft . And not one of ’em will wave this Right
who has a Tongue to claim it. They are afto-
nifh'd when they are told, the Europeans throw to
the Dogs the Carcafles of fuch Cattle as die natu-
rally. They look upon *em as much finer Eating
than the Carcafles of Cattle that are flain,

XXII The Hearts of the Hottentots are, in a
Manner, fet wholly upon their Cattle Calttltiz1 is
thcw
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their Wealth, their only Wealth. And Nothing
affects ’em like the flourifhing or decaying Condi-
tion of their Herds. Of all the Mistortunes that
befall the Cattle, hardly any afili® and enrage the
Hottentots fo much as when any of ’em are de-
vour’d by Wild Beafts. °Tis impoffible to de-
fcribe the Sorrow in which theWomen are drown’d,
and the Spirit of Revenge that fires the Bofoms
and flames in the Eyes of the Men upon fuch a
Depredation. Notice of the Misfortune is im-
mediately given to all their Neighbours. The
Men up and down fly to their Arms; and are
immediately in Chace of the Enemy. They fcour
the Fields in little Troops; beat every Bufh, and
examine every Hole and Corner. Heavens ! how
they run! They wheel and dart from one Part to
another like Flights of Birds ; and have quickly
view’d all the Ground, beat all the Thickets,
and fearch’d all the Coverts for many Miles about.
If they meet with any Beafts of Prey at thofe
Times, they ftrive wha fhall be firft in Affailing
*em. Their Paffion for Revenge fhuts out Fear
from every Heart of em : And every one encoun-
ters every Danger with an aftonifhing Intrepidity,
They clear all the neighbouring Country of thofe
-ravenous Creatures : And fuch of ’em as they
takealive they put to the moft cruel lingering
Death they can invent,

XXIII. Notwithftanding the great Numbers
of Cattle that are {lain by the Hottentots at their
Legitimations, Marriages, and other Anderfmakens
(as they call all their Solemnities ) their Herds
often encreafe too faft, and are greater than they
can cohveniently tend or find Pafture for. When

M 4 ‘ this
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his isthe Cafe, they have three or four Methods
of difpofing of the Exceffes fo as to find their
Account in’em. Theyendeavour all they can,
the Reduction may fall on their Oxen and Rams,
of both which they have great Numbers. They
part not willingly with their Cows or Ewes, but
ata very good Price. The firft Thing they do
then, is to enquire whether the Government at the
Cape, which has often Occafion for Oxen for Car-
riage is in any Wantof fuch Cattle. And if it is,
they very obligingly fupply it at an Under Rate,
Ifthe Government wants not Oxen, nor will purchafe
any of their otherCattle at a Price, to content ’em
. they makesa Prefent to the Governour of 2 Numbes
of Oxen and Rams for hisown Ufe. They are fure
of handfome Prefents in Return, of Wine, Brandy,
‘Tobacco, Coral, Cutlery-Ware, &c. Ifthey reduce
not their Herds fufficiently by this Means, they offer
what remains of the Excefles fecretly to the Eu-
ropeans, at an Under Rate, who hardly ever fail tc
ftrike a Bargain with ’em. If ftill, after theit
Prefents to the Governour, and Sales to the Exuro-
peans, there remainsan Excefs, they look out for
~ Such of their Countrymen as want Cattle, and have
"Tobacco, Dacha, or fome other wanted Commo-
dities to give in Exchange, and fell ’em the Cat-
tle they want for Half the Value they would infift
on at another Time, or perhaps much lefs. And
if yet there remains an I;Excef's, they charitably
:i) nd very chearfully diftribute it among their own
oor.

Thefe Thirgs are the Whole of 'What I have
learnt of the Hastertot Management with Regard
to their Cattle.
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CHAP. XVI
Of the APPALREI. of the HOTTENTOTS.

L. The Apparel of the Men. II. The Apparel of
the Women. 1. Trinkets worn by both Sex-
es by Way of Ornament.

Nough has been faidin the foregoing Pages
concerning the Cuftom of the Hoztentots,
en, 'Women, and Children, to befmear their
Bodies, from their Heads to their Feet, with Fat or
Butter, mix’d with Soot they gather from their
Boiling Pots, in order to make ’em look black,
being naturally, all of ’em, of a Nut- or Olive-
Colour. The Reader too has been pretty well
inform’d already concerning their K7offes or Man-
tles, of Sheep- or Wild Beaft-Skins, which they
wear Cloak-wife, over their Shoulders; and which
they likewife befmear with Fat or Butter all over.
But thefe are not all the Things that enter into
the ordinary Drefs and Equipage of the Hottentois;
of which defigning here to give a particular Ac-
count, I fhalltrace What is done by both Sexes,
for the ordinary Defence and Ornament of the
Body, from the Crown of the Head to the Sole
of the Foot.

I. T thallbegin with the Fathions of the Men.
Their Hair, as has been faid, is like that of Ne-
groes, fhort, woolly, and black as Jet. But they
loaden it from Day to Day with fuch a Quantity of
Soot and Fat, and it gathers fo much Duft and
ether Filth, which they leave toclot and harden

: in



186 The Prefent State of

in it, for they néver cleanfe it, that it looks like
a Cruft or Cap of Black Mortar; and you would
think there was no Hair, nor any Thing like it,
upon their Heads.

I muft here obferve upon an Error of Father
Tachart. This Author fays, that the Atraquas
are diftinguifh’d from all the other Hottentot Na-
tions by their long Hair, which falls gracefully
down upon their Shoulders. He was impos’d on.
I have travel’d up and down among the Ataguas,
and never met with one of ’em whofe Hair dif-
fer’d from that of the Hottentots of other Nations.

In the hot Seafons, the Hottentot Men go con-
tinually without any other Covering on their
Heads, than this ‘Compofition of Fat, Soot and
Dirt. They fay the Fat keeps their Heads cool
under the moft raging 'Sun. In the cold Seafons
they wear Caps, made of Cat or Lamb Skins.
Thefe Caps they tie on with Two Strings. One,
a very fhortone, isfix’d at one Ear ; the other, a
long One, is fix’d at the other Ear. The long
One they carry under the Chin quite round the
Head, and bringing it again under the Chin, tie
it there with the fhortone. Thefe Caps they like-
wife wear in the wet Seafons.

The Face and the Forepart of the Neck of a
Hottentot Man are ever uncover’d. About his
Neck hangs a little greafie Bag, in which he car~
ries his Knife, if he has one, his Pipe, Tobacco
and Dacha, witha little Piece of Wood burnt at
both Ends, and of the Length of a Finger, as an
Amulet againft Witchcraft, Many of thefe little

Pou.
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Pouches are made of old Gloves, which they have
procur’d from Europeans.

. Their Kroffes (as the Hottentots term ‘em) or
Mantles cover the Trunks of their Bodies ; and
are worn open or clos’d, according to the Seafon.
The Kroffes of the Chiefs of Nations, the Captains
of Kraals, and the Wealthy and Emirent, are of
Tiger-or Wild Cat-Skins. The Kroffes of the
Commonalty are Sheep-Skins. They wear ’em
the Year round ; in Winter turning the hairy
Side inward ; in Summer turning ivoutward. They
lieupon ’em at Nights, And, when they die, they
are tied up and interr’d in em. :

The Cut and Make of thefe Krgffes are not ea-
fie to be defcrib®™d. The Kroffes of fome reach
down to their Knees. Thofe of the Aitaquas
generally. reach down to their Heels. But the
Generality of the Hoztentots have *em not to reach
much below the Trunk of the Body.

They generally wear three Rings of Ivory up-
on their left Arms. Some Elephants Teeth they
find. in the Woods 5 and fome they take from
Elephantsthey huntdown. Out of thefe they cut the
Rings; whichthey finith with fomuchArtand Exact-
nefs, as would furprife the ableft Turner in Exrope.
Thefe Rings ferve as Guards for their left Arms when
they are engag’d with an Enemy. To thefe Rings
on their left Arms they faften, when they travel,
a Ba% for the Conveyance of their Viaticum. And
they £ix it fo cleverly, that tis hardly perceiv'd,
and is little or no Incumbranceto *em in their
Journeys, I

f
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In their Right Hands, when they go- abroad,
they generally carry Two Sticks of Iron- or Olive-
‘Wood. One they call Kirri 3 the other Rackum.
"The Kirri is about Three Foot long; and about
anlInch thick. The Rackum is of the fame Thick-
nefs, but not much above a Foot long. The Kirri
is bluat at both Ends. The Rackum is pointed at
one End; and is a Sort of Dart, which the
throw at an Enemy, a Wild Beaft, or any Mar
whatever, tho’at a confiderable Diftance, with fo
fure a Hand, thatthey hardly ever mifs. When
a Hottentst goes out with the Rackum in his Hand,
*tis pretty certain he’s either going a Hunting or
to ergage an Adverfary.

In their left Hands they carry another fmall
Stick, of about a Footlong ; atone End of which
is faften’d the Tail of 2 Wild Cat, Fox, or
other Wild Beaft, whofe Tail is buthy. This
Tail they ufe, in the Place of a Handkerchief,
to rub the Sweat off their Faces ; to wipe their
Nofes, and clear away the Duft and Dirt that ga-
ther about their Eyes. When this Tail is loa-
den’d with Sweat and Filth, they plunge and tofs
it about in Water, till all is wafth’d off. Then
taking it out, they twirl the Stick about ver
quick between their Hands, till the Tail, whic
twirls with it, isfa rid of the Water it took, that
the Sun quickly dries it.

Wearing their Kroffes generally open, you fee
a'l the Fore Parts of their Bodies naked, down to
the Verenda, which they cover with what they call
a Kull Kroffe, a fquare Piece of the Skin of a
Wild Beaft, generally of a Wild Cat s tie‘,} at

op
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Top, the hairy Side outward, by Two Strings, one
at each Corner, going round the Wafte. The
Corners atthe Bottom are ftitch’d together, the
hairy Side outward, making a kind of Funnel, in
which the Verenda hang,

From the Hips, if their Krofes or Mantles
reach fo far , down to the Soles of their ‘Feet,
they are quite naked, excepting when they drive
the Herds to Pafture (an Office which, as I have
faid, they take in Turn) or when they pafs over
Rocks or Sands: When they drive the Herds to
Pafture, they put on, asdo the European Herdl~
men , a Sort of Leather-Stockings, to guard their
Legs from Briers and Thorns, and their Feet from
the tharp Stones. When they are to pafs over Rocks
or Sands, they accoutre their Feet with a Sort of
Sandals. Thefe Sandals are cut out of the raw Hide
ofan Ox or Elephant ; and confift each of one Piece
only, fitted to the Sole of the Foot, and turning up
about Half an Inch quite round it, the hairy Side
outward. They are faften’d to the Feet by Strings
pafling through Holes made in the Turnings up
at the Toes and the Heels.

So much for the Apparel of the Men. I fhall
now defcribe the Drefs of the Women.

II. Whereas the Men, as I have faid, only
wear Capsin cold and wet Weather : The Wo-
men wear Caps the Year round, Night and Day,
and are never feen without em. The Caps of the
‘Women, which, like thofe of the Men, are cut
out of the Skins of Wild Beafts, are made to
point up from the Crown of the Head; whercl::'s

the
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the Caps of the Men fit round and clofe to their
Heads, like Skull-Caps. To the Caps of the
Women are fix’d T'wo Strings, one at each Ear,
which they tie under the Chin.

The Women wearini their Caps continually,
their Hair is very rarely feen ; which has fometimes
occafion’d Uncertainties among Furopeans concer-
ing the Kind of it. I can affure the Reader,
that the Hair of the Women is, in all Refpeéts,
like that of the Men, fhort, woolly , and black
as Jet.

'~ The Women generally wear Two Kroffes, a
lefler under a greater, fal{don’d like thofe of the
Men. And weating them, as the Men do, gene-
rally open, you fee the Fore Parts of their Bo-
-dies naked, down to the Pudends. Nothing
hinders but a leather-Bag, hanging by a String
about their Necks; in which they carry daily,
from Morning to Night , at Home as well as
abroad, fome Sort of Vituals or other, together
with their Dacha, Tobacco and Pipe. This Bag
they let fometimes hang in Sight, and fometimes
conceal it between their Kroffes. If they have
fucking Children they let the Bag reft on one Side.
They cannot at fuch Times do otherwife ; for
the Children are faften’d on the Womens Backs
between the Kroffes, with their Heads, as has
been faid, juft peeping out over theWomens Shoul-
ders, The Women wear the Under Kry/fzto prevent
their Bodies being hurt by thte Children at their
Backs, or by the Bags. .

The fame Emulation to excell in D.efs and
Equi-
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Equipage, which we fee among the Women of
Europe, 13 found among the Hottentot Women,
They ftrive, according to the Wealth and Fi-

cof their Families, to furpafs One another in
the Beauty of their Kroffes and the Furniture
of the Bag. On thefe Things turn all the En-
vy and Contentions of the Hortentot Women. She
isa poor D—I indeed, who has not an Under
Kroffe of fome Sort, and who has Nothing good
in theBag. The Wives of the Wealthy are known
by the Beauty of their Krgffes, and the Plenty
that fwells the Bags. Such Women are fure to
difplay all the Gaiety of their Kroffes, and carry
their Bags open, to thew you, they neither want
for Provifions nor Apparel of the beft Kind, in
their Way of Thinking. Their Upper Kroffes,
which they throw pretty . much behind, generally
reach down to their Hams, Their Under Kroffes,
are Something fhorter.

They cover their Pofteriors with a imall Kroffe,
faften’d by two Strings going round the Walfte,
This Kroffe generally reaches below the Hams.

They cover their Pudends withWhat they call a
Kut-Kroffe. 'This is always of Sheep-Skin, ftript
of the Wool or Hair; and is at leaft Three Times
bigger than the Kull Kroffz of the Men. *Tis tied
on, like the Kull Kroffe, with two Strings going
round the Wafte,

The Girls, from their Infancy to about
Twelve Years of Age, wear Bulrufhes, tied in
Rings about their Legs, from their Knees down to
their Ankles. At or about the Age of Twelve

Years
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Years thefe Bulruth-Rings are thrown afide and the
Girls cover their Legs, from their Knees to their
Ankles, with Rings, of the Thicknefs of a little
Finger, made of Slips of Sheep- or Calf-Skin.
They finge off the Hair of a Skin deftin’d to
this Ufe (for there grows not on the Hotrentot
Sheep any Thing that can juftly be cal’d Wool)
and when they make the Rings, turn the Side, on
which the Hair grew, inwards. Some of the grown
Women have above a Hundred of thofe Rings up-
on each Leg, lying feveral-fold one upon ano-
ther : And they are fo curioufly tied, and fo nice-
ly fitted to the Leg and to one another, that they
look like one fmooth continued Swathe ; and you
do not eafily difcover where join the Ends of
the Slips. Thefe Rings become in Time as hard
as Wood.

The Attaquas vary in feveral Parts of their
Drefs from the other Hottentot Nations, excepting
a few, living upon the Borders, who follow the
general Fathion, Particulatly, there are but few of
the Attaqua Women who wear Rings of any Sort
upon their Legs.

Almoft all the Authors who have treated of
the Hottentots, have roundly affirm’d, that thefe
Rings upon the Legs of the Hottentot Women
were made of Sheep-Guts, or the Guts of other
tame or wild Beafts, altogether as the Women
were 1ble to provide themfelves.

In this Miftake the greateft Part of Europe, I
believe, remains at this Day. For the Reader’s
Amufement I will quote fome of thofe haity
Writers upon the Point Saar
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Saar fays, « the Guts of Sheep ferve theWomen
&¢ to wrap about their Legs.

Vogel fays, < the Women wind about their Legs
¢ a great Number of the Guts of Shef{p and Oxen;
¢ which, when dry, makea very odd Rattling,

But Dapper has fallen into a greater Miftake
here than any other Writer. He fays, that the
¢¢ Men, aswell as the Women, wear Guts about
¢¢ their Legs ; and affigns two Reafons for it : The
< firlt is, to guard their Legs from Thorns, Bri-
t¢ ers &c: The other, to makea clattering Noife
¢¢ in Dancing,

In all the Timel refided at the Cape, I never
met with a Hoitentot Man with Rings of any Sort
upon his Legs; nor could I ever hear, that the
Men put Rings upon their Legs on any Occafion
whatever.

Father Tachart afligns both Guts and Leather
for this Ufe. He fays, ¢ The Women wind
t¢ about their Legs the Guts of Sheep, or fmall
& Slips of Leather.

But Boeving has hit upon all the T'ruth in this
Matter. He fays, ¢¢ The Legsof the Womenare
< encircled with Slips of Leather, and not with
¢ Sheep-Guts, as has been falfly publith’d by
¢¢ Many. And thefe Rings are put onin fuch
¢« Numbers, that they -are of no inconfiderable
<« 'Weight, and not a little Embarrafment to the
«« ' Women in Walking. Young Girls are there-
ss fore introduc’d into this Fafhion by Degrees,
= S N put,
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<« putting on at firft, when they areabout 2 or g
‘¢ Yearsof Age, a fmall Number of Rings made
¢ of fmall Rufhes only.

Travellers, who have fallen into the Miftake we
are obfetving on, were defective in Point of Reflecti-
on as well as Enquiry. They did not confider, that if
thefe Rings were made of Guts (and, which is
worfe for ’em, they generally affirm, they are
made of Guts retaining all their Filth and Ordure)
they would rot off, and never get, as they do, the
Firmnefs of Wood, and make fucha loug rattling
Noife, as thefe Travellers have own’d they do.
They are fo firm, and fo fmooth, and the Joinings
are {o nicely conceal’d, that you would take ‘em
for no other than very curious Pieces of Turnery.

‘What is faid in Authors concerning the Hosten-
tots’ eating thofe Rings, when they are very hungry
and have not other Food at Hand, is true enough.
I have feen’em do it often. They bruife ’em be-

tween two Stones, and then devour ’em with a great
Deal of Eagernefs and Satisfation.

For the Reafons of this Fafthion of the Hottentor
‘Women to wear thofe Rings upon their Legs, the
principal one that appears is, that they do it to
guard their Legs from Thorns and Briers. They
go every Day into the Fields to gather Roots and
other Things for Food, and are often oblig’d to
feek for ’em among Buthes and Brambles, where,
without thofe Rings or fome fuch Guard, there
would be no paffing for ’em without fcratching
and tearing the Flefh off their Legs. In the next
Place, thoicRingsare one great Diftinctionof the Sex,

and
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and are confider’das very ornamental. The more
Rings the Women have upon their Legs, the fi-
ner they are reckon’d. Laftly, they are Provifi-
ons againft an Hour of Hunger andScarcity. They
are kept from falling upon the Womens® Heels by
Targe Wrappers of Leather or Ruthes about their
Ankles. Somuch for the ordinary Drefs and Equi-
page of the Women.

IIL. I fhall now givean Account of the Trin-
kets worn by both Sexes of the Hottentots, by
Wayof Ornament.

They are very fond of any Ornament for the
Head. They had not beenlong acquainted with
Europeans before they took a Fancy to Brafs-But-
tons, and to little thin Plates of that Metal ;
which, as they were able to procure ’em, they

olifh’d and faften’d to the Hair of their Heads.
he Dutch , obferving this Humour , brought
great Quantities of thofe Buttons and Plates to the
Cape. Thofe Commodities were quickly difpos’d
of. The Humour fpread through all or moft of
the Hottentot. Nations ; where it remains 4 Fathion,
the Dutch continiing to fupply it, to this Day.
They polith thofe Buttons and Plates to an ama-
zing Luftre ; and ftrut about with ’em, dangling
on their Hair, with a great” Deal of Parade and
Vanity. They are firangely {mitten too with
Bits of Looking Glafs; which, as they get ’em,
they faften likewife, as very fplendid Ornaments,
to their Hair.. Diamonds are not more admir’d in
Europe than are thofe Trinkets in the Hostentot
Nations. '

To their Commerce with the Eyropeans they
N 2 owe
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owe likewife feveral other Ornaments for the Bo-
dy; particularly, Ear-Rings, and Beads of Brafs
and Glafs. Their Ear-Rings are fmall, made of
Brafs-Wire (no better Metal.) After they have }‘:o-
lith’d them, at which they are wonderfully skil-
ful, they bore Holes in the lower Parts of the
Ears with the Bird’s Bone already mention’d 5
and by thofe Holes hang the Rings. To thefe
Rings on their Ears the Wealthy and Eminent hang
Bits of Mother of Pearl, to which they have the
Art of giving a very curious Shape and Polithing.
Thefe are Advantages in Point of Ornament of
which they are exceflively proud ; and which, they
imagine , give ’em very illuftrious Diftinctions
among their Neighbours, and draw upon ’em the
Admiration of all that behold *em.

The Hottentots, when they ferve the Europeans,
always ftipulate for fome of thofe Rings, if they
are not already provided.

Vogel fays, the Hottentots, both Men and Wo-
men, wear Brafs- and Glafs-Beads on their Ears.
This isa Miftake., The Hottentots, nor Man nor
‘Woman of ’em, that I could ever fee or hear of,
wearing any Beads hanging to their Ears. They
wear ’em fometimes hanging to their Hair.
And this, I fuppofe, is what led Vogel into the
Miftake here. The Women tie the Beads and
other Trinkets, with which they adorn their Heads,
only to the Hair boerdering on their Ears ; and the
Edges of their Caps being conftantly pull’d down
fo far as to touch thofe Trinkets, you would think
indeed the Trinkets were faften’d to the Caps or to
_ the Ears, the Hair being generally quite out of

Sight. ' But
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But Nothing makesfuch a Figure in the Orna-
mental Part of the Drefs of both Sexes, as Brafs-
or Glafs-Beads. Thefe are Fineries of which they
are extravagantly fond. Hardly a Hottentot, Man
or Woman, is to be met with, who is not adorn’d
with more or lefs of one Sort or other of *em. But
the Preference is univerfally given to Beads of
Brafs, becaufethey are not fo liable to break as
thofe of Glafs. They wear em in Necklaces,
Bracelets and Girdles; of which every one has
moreor lefs, according to their Ability. They
chufe the fmalleft Beads they can meet with for the .
Neck and Arms. The large ones they wear about
their Waftes. Some wear Half a Dozen Neckla-
ces together, fome more, fo large that they fall
down gracefully to their Navels. Such likewife co-
ver their Arms with Bracelets from their Elbows
to their Wrifts ; and wear Half a Dozen Strings of
Beads or more about their Waftes. The more
Necklaces, Bracelets and Girdles they put on,
the finer they reckon themfelves; and the more
Refpect they look for from their Neighbours,

The large Beads for the Wafte are generally
ftain’d with various Colours. And as the {malleft
Beads are the Top of the Fafhion far the Neck, the
large and moft variegated are the Height of the
Mode for the Wafte. Thefe, atthe Cape, are run-
ning Commodities, for which the Hottentots part
with their Cattle very freely.

A Hoitentot, who ferves an European, tho’ he
does it but for a Week or a Day, hardly ever fails
to make one Article in the Stipulation for Beads.

N3 Ic
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It isa Cuftom among the Men, never neglected,
to diftinguith themfelves by the Bladders of the
‘Wild Beafts they have kill’d. They blow em up,
and faften ’em to their Hair ; where they wear ’em
ever after as the Trophies of thofe Atchievements.

‘The Men of the lefler Namagua have an Orna-
ment of Drefs peculiar to Themfelves. It is a
fmall Plate of polifh’d Iron, in the Shape of a
Half Moon, which they faften on one Side to their
Foreheads. With this Ornament on . their Fore-
heads came 'the Deputies of that Nation to the
Cape in the Yea~ 1708, to complement the new
Governour, M. wan Affenbourg, on his Arrival,
and to pray his Protection.

T have now finith’d my Account of the Trinkets
that are feen upon the Hostentots by Way of
Ornament. But there are other Things with which
they adorn the Body, that fall under other De-
nominations ; particularly, Powder for both Sexes,
and Paint for the Women only,

‘With all their other Finery the Men do not reck-
on themfelves fully fet out, unlefs at the fame
Time, they powder their Hair very lavifhly with
pulveriz’d Buckz. When this is done , they are
Beaus and Grandees; and you fee ’em in al{ the
Magnificence and Finery of their Apparel.

Nor, without this Powder, do the Women think
themfclves compleatly adorn’d. But they lay it
not on their Hair, becaufe there it would not be
feen, itbeing their Cuftom to hide their Hair con.
tinually under their Caps. They lay it as thicl; as

they
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they can upon their Foreheads, where, by Vertue
of the Greafe upon *em, it cakes and fticks very
firmly, as, by the fame Means, it does upon the
Hair of the Men. This Powder the Hostentors
look upon not only as very ornamental, but as very
falutiferous into the Bargain.

The Women, like Multitudes of, the Sex in
Europe, are feiz’d with the Vanity of Painting
their Faces. This they perform with the Red
Stone I 'have once or twice mention’d, which they
efteem the greateft Beautifier of the Face in the
World., With this Red Stone, which is moiften’d
by the Greafe upon ‘em, they make Spots, one
over cach Eye, oneupon the Nofe, one upon each
Cheek, and one upon the Chin, which they look
upon as very {miting Beauties. And this is con-
ftantly the Practice when they are call’d to Mirth-~
ful Aflemblies, orintend a Conqueft. But what-
ever the Hottentot Men may thini of their Women
fo painted as lovely and beautiful, never, in my
Opinion, did the Imagination of a Painter teem
with Devils fo frightful.

I have Nothing to add to this Account of the

. Hottentot Drefs, fave that the better Sort, of both

Sexes , often border their Kroffes with a Sort

of Fringe, which they make of Hostentot Leather,

and which they look upon as a very diftinguithing
Piece of Finery.

N 4 CHAUP.
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